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jvcsolved  bv  the  Senate  and  Ilou.it?  of  R<f're>ef!iativc$,  in  iti:i'eral 
C  cur  I  convened.  TivxX.  Hi^  Exceliencv  tlio  Go\  ernor  be  hereby  .;L.[iior- 
i/eJ.  and  eir.'-o'^-ercd.  with  the  advico  and  co:i^ent  of  the  Cciincii,  to 
e;r.ploy  >ome  "-uitabie  person,  and  ti::  hi.s  oonrpensation,  to  be  pai.i  out 
of  any  i^.o-iey  in  the  t:-3aiu:-j-  nit  ^thc:■^■":^e  appropriat..d,  t;^  ccllcct. 
arrange,  tran^^'ribe,  and  .superintend  t're  publication  of  s^ch  portions 
of  the  early  State  and  Provincial  I 'j; cord';,  and  oth;r  Strite  Pa- 
pers of  New  tlainpshire,  u^  tiie  Governor  rnay  deem  proper:  and 
that  eight  hundred  copies  of  eacli  volun.e  o*-"  tnc  same  be  printed 
by  the  State  Printer  and  di^tribnted  as  follows:  namely,  ore  copy 
to  each  City  and  To'.vn  in  the  State,  one  cony  to  such  of  t!".e  Pnh- 
lic  Liht-arie-  of  thi~  St  tte  a^  the  Governor  ir.ay  desi-.rpu'e.  two 
hundred  copies  to  th-i  New  Plampshire  Hi-torical  Sciciety.  and  the  re- 
mainder placed  in  the  custody  of  the  State  Librarian,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  to  exchange  the  same  for  similar  pnbiications  issued  by  other 
States. 

Approved  July  6,  iS66. 


EDITOR'S  PREFACE. 


The  special  value  of  this  vokimc  consists  in  the  informatioa 
which  it  contains  aud  coniinauicates.  relating;  to  Towns  in 
New  Hatiipshire.  It  will  be  tbund  indispensab'e  in  every 
ToAvn  riiblory.  Vv'e  arc  little  a\vare.  at  this  period,  cf  the  sac- 
rifices, trials,  dangers  and  absolute  sufferings  which  many  of 
tiie  early  settlers  endured  in  phuiting-  Town.s  in  the  interior  of 
th«  State:  where,  literally,  th.ey  ofren  sutVered  ••from  savage 
beasts  and  more  savage  men."  The  border  Towns  were,  for 
\-ears,  open  to  the  incursions  of  Indians  from  Can.ada.  Their 
earnest  petitions  to  the  Governor  or  to  the  General  Assembly 
for  help,  clearly  reveal  to  us  their  dangers  and  distresses.  Be- 
sides ••hi';  source  '^f  tri^'l.  others  arose  from  disputes  about 
boundary  lines,  the  location  of  meeting-houses,  the  settling  of 
ministers,  irregi.ilarities  in  town  mcetirigs.  ^cc.  The  volume 
is  of  great  value,  as  givmg  the  xames  of  many,  and  in  some 
cases,  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  Towris.  from  which  ne- 
titions  vvere  sent.  These  will  enable  descendants  to  trace 
their  connexion  with  the  early  settlers. 

The  volume,  also,  has  an  im.portant  value,  in  that,  in  the 
Appendix,  it  gives  in  full,  all  known  facts  relating  to  the 
Constitutional  Conventions  in  1775-1753,  which  re:^ulted  in 
the  establishment  of  the  first  Constitution  after  the  Revolution, 
17S4.  The  Editor  is  not  aware  that  t!^.e  facts  herein  have 
ever  before  been  published,  in  connexion.  He  asks  aUentiou 
to  the  Note  subjoined  to  the  fu'st  and  second  articles  oi  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  on  pages  S96-89S. 

In  examining  these  '•To\vn  Papers."  readers  will  often  do 
well  to  refer  to  the  Provincial  and  State  Papers  in  preceding 
volumes,  of  corresponding  date,  from  which,  in  some  cases, 
additional  information  will  be  obtained. 
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NOTE  BY    THE    EDITOR. 

The  contents  of  the  several  MS.  Volr.nies  from  which  the  follovrir.g 
printed  pages  are  transcribed,  are  noted  .uid  kept  distinc:  herein  as  in 
the  original.     Thus  : 
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AMHERST. 
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names,  1747  .......  c^ 
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them — names,  i7vl         •  •  •  .  .  .  10 

Petition  of  Monson  to  be  exetnpt  from  taxes,  1753         .  11 

Petition  of  certain   persons  for   annexation    to   ]SIonso!i 

— names  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Petition  of  selectmen  oi'  Amherst  for  extension  of  its 
charter.  1761 

Petition  for  pav  iuv  taking  inventory  of  Lvndeborough, 

^762       ■ 13 

Proposals  of  accommodation  between  Monson  and  A'"n- 

herst,  1763     .  .  .  .  .  .         .  ,  14 

L.etter  of    Rev.    Daniel   Wilkiris,   rebating   to   A.ndierst 

for  a  shire-town,  1767    .  .  .  .  .  .  14,  13 

Vote  of  ^Monson  for  a  division  and   annexation  to  Am- 
herst and  to  Hollis,  and  Petition  for  the  afoi-esaid 
division  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Petition  to  be  disannexed  from  Amherst,  1771 — names  17 

Petition  against  division  of  the  town,  1771 — names       .    17-19 
Vote  of  Amherst  in  ravor  of  annexing  ivlonson,  1766    .  :o 

Petition  of  John    Shepard,    jim..  town   clerk,  in    behalf 
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ter— names,  17S2   .......   24-26 

(i;  R.eaders  arc  reminded  that  names  of  f>crsop.s  in  the  oatne  town, 
which  are  frequently  repealed,  a?  signers  of  petitions  or  o'hcrv.i^o,  are 
net  uniformly  noted  by  page  in  the  Ind^ix ;  but  are  indlcat'id  by  a  - 
mark  between  the  pages  where  they  are  found ;  but  every  name  in  a  par- 
ticular town  will  be  found  in  the  Index  once  or  more.     Ed. 
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(i)  The  papers  relating  to  these  towns  are  intermixed.     Ed. 
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ERRATA. 


Page  3.  Elijah  ='  King"  should  be  Thing. 

Pa^-es  63-7V  the  head-h'nes  should  be  Bow,  not  '•  Boscawen." 
Pa<:e  156,  Aug.  zg,  1772,  should  be  172J. 
Page  319,  head-line,   •'Gosport,"  should  be  Grantham. 
Page  '510,  Hugh  "Milson,"  should  be  Wilson. 
Page  543,  Thomas  •'  Willet,"  should  be  Wiliey. 
Page  ?5i,  Thomas  "  Rickere,"  should  be  Vickere. 
Page  693.  Note,   "  General,"  should  be  "  Geneal."  and  Hist.  Reg. 
Pages  722-729,  head-lines  should  be  Rochester,  not  "Rindge." 
Page  xli,  Note,  Hon  Charles   Doe,  late  Judge  of  the   Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  not  "Superior." 

*  In  the  reference  to  Hon.  Charles  Doe,  in  this  Note,   it  should  read, 
late  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  not  "Superior."     Ed. 


Xl  THE   WHEELWRIGHT  DEED. 

THE  WHEELWRIGHT  DEED. 


NOTE.  BY  THE  EDITOR. 


On  pages  56-60,  Vol.  I.  Prov.  Papers,  the  "  Wheel\\-right  Deed," 
as  it  is  cailed,  is  printed  in  full.  In  a  Note  on  that  Deed.  p.  56,  the 
Editor  says,  "That  in  the  course  of  the  following  records  particular 
facts  will  be  noted,  that  may  enable  readers  to  form  an  oninion  respect- 
ing the  validity  of  the  Deed."  In  this  Volume,  the  Editor  deems  it 
proper  to  state,  in  brief,  the  conclusion  which  he  has  himself  reached 
on  that  matter; — reserving  his  argument,  in  full,  for  publication  in 
some  other  form. 

The  conclusion  which  tlie  Editor  has  reached  from  all  the  f.icts  which 
have  come  betbre  him,  is,  that  the  said  Deed  is  a  forgery. 


This  Deed  bears  date,  May  17,  1629,  and  purports  to  be  a 
conveyance  by  tour  Indian  Sagamores,  of  a  tract  of  land  equal 
to  about  forty  n>iles  square — between  the  Fiscataqua  and  Mer- 
rimack rivers-r-to  JoliU  Wheelwright,  '•  late  of  England,  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay.  and  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,"  with 
four  associate  grantees,  "  all  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay." 

The  following  are  among  the  proofs  that  said  d^jod  is  a  for- 
gery : 

L  Aside  from  this  pretended  Deed,  we  have  no  evidence 
that  the  Rev.  John  Wheelwright  was  ever  seen  or  heard  of  in 
this  country  till  his  arrival.  May  26,  1636  ;  not  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate grantees  was  here  before  that  time;  and  one  of  them. 
William  Wentworth,  was  a  boy  only  fifteen  years  of  age  then, 
at  Alford,  in  England. 

II.  The  settlement  of  "the  Massachusetts  Bay"  proper 
was  not  begun  till  more  than  a  year  after  Mav.  1629.  i.  e.. 
not  till  June.  1630. 

HL  The  deed  purports  to  be  signed  and  sealed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  two  English  witnesses,  one  of  whom  was  cerrainlv  in 
England  on  the  rith  of  ^lay, — si.\  davs  previous — and  the 
other  was  on  shipboard  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  did  not 
arrive  in  this  country  till  June  29,  1629. 

IV.  Of  the  seven  witnesses  to  the  delivery  of  the  deed,  it  is 
certain  that  only  one,  Edward  Hilton,  was  in  this  country  at 
that  time  ;  and  if  he  signed  the  deed,  he  signed  away  all  his 
right  and  title  to  the  plantation  on  which  he  lived. 

V.  The  above  seven  witnesses  are  said  to  be  governors  or 
stewards  of  plantations,  called  Laconia,  Sawco  and  Squams- 
cott  or  Hilton's  Point ;  but  not  one  of  the  said  plantations  was 
granted  till  six  or  nine  months  after  ]May,  1629. 

"VI.  The  deed  purports  to  have  been  made  by  the  Indians 
"  with  a  desire  tC'  have  the  Encfbsh  inhabit  amongst  them."    But 
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I'assaconaway,  the  chief  Sagamore,  explicitly  denies  thi?,  aiui 
(lochires  "-he  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  their  settlement,  and 
fought  against  them."' 

VII.  The  date  of  the  deed.  May  17.  1629,  proves  to  be  the 
Sabbath,  and  therefore  false  to  tlie  principles  and  character  of 
Rev.  }ohn  ^Vheehvright. 

Vltl.  On  April  3,  163S,  John  Wheeb.vright  and  his  associ- 
ates made  an  actual  bona  jidc  purchase,  of  Indians,  at  Squams- 
cott — now  Exeter — paid  for  the  same  and  began  a  settlement ; 
— which  is  inconsistent  with  the  pretence  that  he  bought  in 
1629.  pa\ing  twice  for  the  same  land. 

IX.  The  deed  of  1629  occupies,  three  a:id  a  half  octavo 
pages,  or  one  hundred  and  forty-two  lines,  while  all  the  real 
Indian  deed.s  of  that  earlv  j^jriod  are  no  mure  tlian  sixteen  or 
twentv-foiii'  lines  ;  ;uui  tiierefore  it  betray.-  itself  as  belonging  to 
a  later  period. 

X.  One  condition  or  proviso  in  the  deed  is  that  tlie  settle- 
ment, who:',  begun,  should  he  under  "the  government,  laws 
and  order  of  tb.e.  ^lassachusetts  bay."  But  John  Wheelwright 
came  to  Exeter,  in  1638.  as  an  exile,  banished  out  of  th.e  terri- 
torv  and  jurisdictio-.i  of  the  Massachusetts  Bav,  and  immedi- 
ately set  up  an  independent  government. 

XI.  Tlie  prete-.Kied  deed  of  [629  antedates  the  grant  of  Xev.- 
blarnpshire  to  Captain  Tohn  Mason,  which,  is  dated  X'ov.  7, 
1639  :  and  the  evident  intent  and  o!":>ject  of  the  deed  was  to 
head  off  a  claim  made  bv  Tiiomas  Allen,  of  title  and  possession, 
foinnled  on  said  grant  to  Mason  ;  die  triai  of  which  was  be- 
fore the  Superior  Court  ^<f  Xew  Hampshire.  August  12,  1707. 
Then,  for  the  tirst  time,  was  the  pretended  deed  brought  to 
light — sevent\-eight  \-ears  after  tlie  date  of  it:  and  even  then, 
onlv  a  "copv"  of  the  pretemled  original  was  brought  into 
court.  Tins  ••  copv,"  now  on  t'ne  files  o\.  tiie  Superior  Court, 
at  Exeter,  is  the  only  evidence  that  Dr.  Belknap  quotes  for 
the  validity  of  the  deed.*  [See  Prov.  Papers  of  X.  H.,  \'ol. 
II.,  pp.  522-52S.] 

*  The  first  di>coverv  and  exposure  of  this  tof^erv  was  made  by  the 
late  Hon.  J.ames  Sava:jc.  of  Do.ston,  President  of  the  Mas^achuietts 
Hi.'-torical  Society,  about  iS:o;  his  views  were  re-atfirmed,  with  addi- 
tional evidence,  bv  the  late  John  Farmer,  E.sq.,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  New  HampshireHi-torical  Society,  in  1S31.  The  opinion 
above  expressed  bv  the  Editor  i.-  the  result  of  an  original  inve.stigation 
cf  the  facts  tiiat  relate  to  the  ca.-e.  It  is  but  just,  however,  to  add, 
that  the  iate  Samuel  G.  Dralve,  E-q.,  of  Boston,  maintained  an  oppo- 
site opinion.  a<  does  al.-o  the  Hon.  Charies  H.  Bell,  of  E.vceter  [See 
Winthrop's  History  of  New  England.  1S5:;.  Vol.  I.,  App.  H,  pp.  4S6- 
514;  Farm.  ISeiknap's  History  of  Xe\v  Hampshire,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  6-13; 
Drake's  History  of  Boston,  1856,  pp.  56-60,  notes.]     Ed. 
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NOTE    BY    THE    EDITOR. 


The  "Town  Pafers"  contp.ined  in  thlz  volume  are  copied  from 
sepLirate  I^TSS.  volumes,  six  in  number,  nou-  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
Uiry  of  State.  They  \veie  arranged  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  bv 
the  late  John  Farmer,  E-q.  Ttie  contents  of  each  volume  are  copied 
a-  arranged,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  (in  which  an  error  was  dis- 
covered,) and  are  dieting ui>hcd  as  labeled  on  the  MSS.  volume^  bv  :he 
towns  which  they  severally  include;  e.  g.  Vol.  I,  '"Acworth  to  Chi- 
chester;" \'ol.  II,  '-Concord  to  EAeter,"  iSirc.  In  the  Glxekal  Cox- 
TE.VTS  ah-o,  the  volumes  are  kept  distinct.     Ed. 


VOLUME  I. 

ACWORTPI  TO  CHICHESTER. 


ACWORTH. 

[This  town  was  incorporated  19  September.  1766.     An  extension  of  its 
Charter  was  granted  '^o  Ma_\',  17"-.] 

?^Ic!7iorial  of  Sanipson  Stoddard  andyon''  BIa>irJiard. 
To  His  Excellency  John  Wentwoith  Esq-  Cap'  General  Gov- 
ernor &:  Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  !Ma)estvs  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hamp^ — the  Hon''''"  his  ^lajestys  Council  for 
said  Province — 

The  ]Memorial  of  Sampson  Stoddard  &  Jonathan  Blanchard 
for  themselves  tS:  others  part  of  the  Grantees  in  the  Town  of 
AcTvorth  in  said  Province — 

Humbly  shews  that  your  ]Memorialists  have  Done  Some- 
thing-Very Considerable  Towards  Bring-ing  forward  the  Set- 
tlement thereof,  have  now  a  Considerable  Number  of  Familys 
well  Settled  there,  have  a  Good  Set  of  Mills  there  have  Cut 
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Cleared  &  in  a  Great  Measure  v,-ell   fmish'd  a  R.oad  thro'  Said  1 

Town  Mark-  i   Lay'd   out   by  a  Com  mil  toe   appointed  by  an  I 

Act  of  the  General  Coait  ;                                                              '  3 

That  it  has  not  been  in  your  Memorialists  power  Strictly  to  t 

fulfil  the  Several  Conditions  in  Said  Grant  Stipulated  That  the  | 

Time  Limited  in  his  Majestys  Grant  of  S;iid  Town  for  Doing  } 

the  Duty  of  Setdem'  Expird  the  La^t  ]Month  | 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  pray  that  they  maybe  Indul^^-'d  s 

a  Little  While  to  Compleat  the  Setdem^  aforcs''  &;  vour  Memo-  1 

rialists  as  in  Dut}'  bound  Shall  Ever  pray  &c  \ 

Samfsox  Stodijard  I 

JOX'    BLANCilAIlD.  j 

;i 
Petilioti  for  (he  Extension  of  the  Charter  oj  Acvjorth,  i  ^'J^.  ■? 
To  Ilis  Excellency  John  WenUvorth  Esq^  Cap^  Gene'  Gov-  '\ 
ernor  Sc  Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  ^lafestv's  j 
Province  of  Hamp''  the  Hon'''"'  Ifis  2vlajestys  Council  for  | 
Said  Province  ^ 
TliC  Petition  of  Jonathan  Blanchard  of  Mcrrymac  in  Said  '; 
Province  humbly  shews —  J 
That  vour  Petitioner  i«  Considernbb-  Interested  in  tho  To'vn  ':; 
of  Acworth  in  Said  Province  under  his  3-Lijestys  Gi'ant^thcreof, 
hath  with.  Co  Sampsoii  Stoddard  been  making  Large  Im- 
provements there  Iw  Persons  under  them  much  to  t'.ie  emolu-  j 
ment  of  Said  Town  That  the  Time  Limited  for  Doing  the  \ 
Dutv  Condition'^  in  the  Grant  aforesaid  Expir'd  the  19-^  Day  i 
of  September  1771,  that  a  Niunber  of  the  Original  Grantees  3 
have  Neglected  to  Perform  the  Several  Conditions  in  Said  \ 
Grant  Express'  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Settlem'  of  Said  | 
Town.  Namely  David  ^lacGrcgorc,  James  !MacGregore,  :^ 
Thomas  Craige.  James  MacGregore  Juu'"  Ale.xand''  Clark,  \ 
James  ^Nliltimmer.  Jonathan  Gilmore.  Daniel  Macfee.  Robert  | 
Adams.  Ephraim  Ada.ms,  Samuel  French,  Oliver  Farwell,  j 
Oliver  Farv/ell  Jun^  Thomas  Davis,  the  Rev'  Ebenczcr  ^ 
Bridge.  Edward  Goldstone  Lutwyche,  Samuel  A\'cn!:worth  { 
Esq'.  Peter  Levins  Esq'',  Col'  Jonathan  Greeley.  William  ; 
vSvmes,  Mai"' John  Wentworth,  Wiseman  Clagget  Esq',  Sam-  i 
uel  Cumings  &  Robert  Fletcher  :  -j 
Wherefore  vour  Petitioner  humbly  Prays  that  your  Excel-  1 
lency  &  Honors  woud  Take  die  Premises  into  Consideration  \ 
Grant  vour, Petitioner  &  his  as'ciate  Col'  Sampson  Stoddard  a  \ 
furtlicr  Time  to  Compleat  the  Duty  Enjoyn'd  upon  their  Inter-  \ 
est  Avhicl'  is  Ncarlv  Done  &  otherwise  Dispose  of  the  Delia-  « 
quent  Prop''  Interest  &  Shares  to  such  of  his  Majestys  Good  \ 
Subjects  as  \Vill  Effectually  Settle  &  Cultivate  the  Same  &  \ 
your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &:c  j 

JoN.  Blaxchakd.  ' 
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Go'.'.    IVoir.-Jorlh's    Warrant   lo  impecl   the    Settlement  in  Aczvorih, 

May,  1772. 
}'rn\  itice  of  1      By  his  Excellency  John  ^VeIlt^vo^l:ll   Esq'  Captain 

Now  Ifjmpshire  J  General  Governor  i'  Coniinand-  in  Chief  in  and  over 
His  M.'.josty's  Province  aforesaid  ^^  vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

To  .Simeon  Olcott  Esq'"  Capt.  Benjamin  Church  Esq''  M''  Elijah  King 
ri:;d  M'  Thomas  Sparhawk,  Greeting. — 

Pti reliant  to  an  order  of  Council  of  30''^  April  ult"  you,  or  any  three 
of  yuu,  are  hereby  authorized  and  Impowered  to  Survey  and  Inspect 
tlie  township  of  Acu-orth  in  this  Province:  and  return  into  the  Secre- 
tary's office,  upon  Oath,  the  exact  State  of  Settlement  iV'  Cultivation 
upon  each  Lot  or  Share  therein,  together  with  the  number  of  Families 
i^  Settlers  actually  resident  with  the  Roads  and  Buildings  in  said  Town- 
s-!iip  which  Business  you  are  desired  to  enter  upon  iiumediatelv,  so  as 
to  make  your  Return,  as  aforesaid,  by  or  before  the  :5''' day  of  May  Ins^ 
tor  M-Jiich  this  is  your  full  and  sut"ficient  vvarrant. 

Given  under  my  iiand  at  Port-mouth  the  First  day  of  May  in  the 
Twelt'tii  year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign  Annoque  Domini  1772. 

J'\Vent\vor.th. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command 

M"ith  advice  of  Coup.eii. 

Tlieodore  Atkinson  Sec'^ 

Piirsiiatit  to  the  wiLhin  \varrant  we  y-  subscribers  have  sur- 
veyed and  Iiispec'ed  the  Township  of  Acworth  with  the 
Settlements  Culttvaiion  on  eacli  Lot  oi  Sliaie  of  Land  tlierein, 
and  also  the  Families,  Settlers  Buildings  &  Roads  in  y '  same, 
iV  tiad  tlie  State  thereof  as  represented  in  the  Schedide  hereto 
ainiexed,  and  make  return  of  y*^  same  accordingly 

SiMEO.v  Olcott 
Elijah  Thing. 
May  y'=  i6'^  1772. 
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LIST  OF  FAMILIES  AXD  SLTTLLRi  IN  ACU'OIITII 


FAMILIES   AXD    SETfLERS. 


Ephraini  Kcves 

■\Vil!i;iiii  Kcy'er 

r)«in  Carl  lull 

Sai;i  uel  I Lirper 

Same 

Capt.  UcDiySilshy... 

b:ime " 

.jon.as  ive\  cs 

St'.mue!  ~:niiih 

David  Cro?3 

Sail!.  SiniUi,  junr 

Elijal.  Parker 

John  lloger.-j 

SaTie 

Sam.? 

Edward  Keres 

Jo.-epi:  Cba.ttcrtou 

.Tame;  I'ea-o 

Itobt.  riavi'lr;on 

Si">loniC'n  r.;;4L-lo-\v 

"Wi'liara  I 'a.rwell  juiir. 

Joel  i;i:rH'!..\>- 

Taoi.  ratiMiii 

San;e 

Bolmiuan  >•  -bLnn-: 

Jotinrhan  S:U')y 

William  P'arweil 

Fra'tric  Keyi>6 

Ephraini  K*yes 

Same 

Joseph  Webb 


ORIGINAL  GRAXTEES. 


John  ITardy 

2  I  James  IJhicchar.l 

a    Reuben  G^ulu 

■1-  I'-Villiain  Pier.-;e 

■t  |Davi(!  llurg-e 

6  jEbeuezev  tVoulil 

5    SaiiiuolThinir 

i'    S  re  p  1 !  en  l\j  \\  a  r  < 

.')    .^lo^e.•^  Ka.-rerbro.ik,.. 

3  .Augustu.^  Jiiancliard. 

2  'Saiiil  I'.inon 

•'5  |i;eiibeu  KiUecut 

2  JBenJamin  frencli 

.')  I    Ye  same 

■>  lOliver  l-ai\v<^ll 

4  jXatbl  (.;ar:iekl 

1  iWilliam  Thomp.-:on. . . 

i    \Vili:a;ii  Kobie 

'■-'         Same 

:j  |jobn  I'arkor 

:?  I  William  s-tanv 

r>  jTiii.s  Liar.cba.r^i 

(J  jSampii  Sti.vl'ia.-'ljiin:- 

7  i.Tohn   Ky.an 

7  ISamrel  Tiiini,' 

7  jOli ver  Peirce 

1   JouaCh  m  nianrhard  . 

(i  |l>avid  Rronn 

')  jSampu  .-toiMardE.-qr 

-.5  !.Jaines  Ko:rer5 
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The  within  is  an  exact  State  of  ye  settlement  &  Cultivation 
on  each  Lot  ».^i:  .Shave  of  Land  in  ye  Township  of  Acwovih  in 
the  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire,  with  ye  families  &  Setlers 
therein  and  about  four  miles  of  the  main  Road  leading  from 
Charlestown  to  Boscawcn,  at  ye  westerlv  End  made  passable 
for  Carriage  and  ye  Remainder  of  ye  same  Road  Cut  about 
one  Rod  wide  and  so  far  leveled  that  Carriages  might  pass 
with  Dificulty  Also  one  other  Road  from  ye  said  2vLun  Road 
to  the  iSIills,  about  two  Miles  in  length  well  made  tS:  tit  for 
Carriages,  \vhich  with  some  few  private  Roads  made  passable 
only  for  man  &;  horse  is  all  the  Improvement  &  Cultivation  we 
could  find  in  said  Township  :  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Pr  vSi^fEox  Olcott 

Elijah  Thixg. 

Cheshi'-e  ss  May  iS'"  1772     Then  Mr.   Elijah  Thing  per;*)naliv  ap- 
p^;aring  made  Oatli  to  y*  Truth  of  y  above  Report  by  him  Signed 

before  me 

SiMEox'  Olcott  fust'  Pai' 


TOWN   PAPERS ALSTKAD.  5 

ALSTEAD. 

.!  Tna'  List  of  iJic.  I)iJiabtta)its  I'ozc  6'c'///-  '  //.'  t/ic  Tozvn 
0/  A/s/eaJ,  with  their  familys,  and  those  that  have  be;:;un  to 
sottel,  and  single  men.  that  have  worked  on  their  Land  Viz  : 
'J'v.t.Mitv  five  Families  no\v  Inhabiting"  in  said  To\vn,  also 
ten  .Single  men,  at  work  on  their  Land  that  are  now  resident 
;il.^()  nine  men  more  that  have  been  and  made  Considerable 
Improvement  on  their  Land  some  of  whieh  have  ten,  twelve, 
and  some  near  twentv  acres,  under  Liiprovement,  and  are  all 
Cuming  into  Towii  \vith  their  tamilies  in  the  Spring  as  soon  as 
the  Season  will  admit  of  it.  also  Sundry  Persons  to  the  mmib.er 
of  Eight  that  hu\-c  made  Considerable  Improvement  on  their 
Land  some  ha\'c  ten  acres  others  near  tweticy  and  one  ai)'>ut 
Thirtv  acres  under  Improvement  which  are  movetl  od"  and 
Exp;?ct  to  have  others  on  in  their  room  directly.  All  widen  is 
a  True  account  of  what  is  done  Toward  the  v'^ettelment  of  »aid 
Town  of  Alstead.  Taken  by  us  the  Subscribers  this  23  day  of 
December  i//!- 

Samuel  Chandler)   g,,,,^,,-,,^, 
Jasox\Vait  TofALtead. 

Oliver  Shetard     J 


To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq  Caprain  General 
and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  Majestys  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  ecc  :  and  to  the  Honorable  His 
-vlajestvs  Council  in  said  Province  &c 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  Township  of  Alsted  in  said  Province  Humbly  Sheweth 
That  wdiereas  the. Charter  of  said  Alsted  is  out  and  thereby 
some  of  the  rights  or  Shares  are  become  forfited :  But  we  do 
relv  on  Your  Excellency  and  Honors  Clemency  and  2vlercy 
when  vou  shall  see  the  account  of  what  Persons  is  already  set- 
tled and  settling  in  said  Town,  and  as  by  the  Providence  of 
God  our  Crops  has  been  for  these  four  years  past  much  short- 
ened by  frost  Dearth  and  v.'orms  and  the  last  year  by  Liast 
which  has  caused  Provision  to  be  very  scarce,  and  as  that 
mrany  of  those  People  that  Setde  new  Towns  have  but  |ittel 
money  to  help  themselves  wdth  and  as  the  Scarcity  of  Provision 
has  been  such  had  People  moved  in  much  faster  than  what 
thev  have  they  must  have  Suffered  for  want  of  Provision  as  it 
could  not  have  been  Procured  with  money  had  they  had  it. 
Tkereiore  vour  Petitioners  Humbly  pray  that  Your  Excellency 
and  Honors  would  take  it  into  Your  wise  Consideration,  and  if 
Consistant  wdth  vour  Wisdom  to  Lengthen  out  the  time  to 
those  that  have  been  Delinquent  In  doing  their  Duty  Avould 
Ldce  it  as  a  '•Teat  favour.  If  Your  Excellency  and  Honors  should 
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think  it  not  Proper  to  Grant  any  further  time  to  those  Delin- 
quent to  do  their  Duty  in  we  Your  Petitioners  the  Inluibitants 
pray  that  it  may  be  Granted  to  us  for  our  C'i\ildren  th.at  Iiave 
endured  the  many  Fatigues  and  Hardships  in  bringinc^  forward 
the  Settelment  of  Said  Town,  and  Your  Petitioners  a^  in  Duty 
bound  Shall  ever  pray 
Jeneuary  the  13''-  1772. 

Jonathan  Shepard  Edward  \\'aldo 

Shubel  Waldo  Daniel  Waldo 

Samuel  Chandler  Gideon  Delano 

Jason  Wait  Elias  Bro%\n 

Oliver  Shepard  Barnabas  Delano 

Andrew  Beckwith  Elijah  Cone 

Joseph  Brown  Philip  Wordner 

John  'i'hoinson 

Tho.>e  Xamcs  above  Is  \\'hat  of  the  Inliabitants  rliat  has 
signcil  lC  those  below  Is  inen  that  Live  out  of  town  that  have 
Land  in  s  •  District : 

B.  Bellows  Jon'"  Chase 

•  Joshua  Hide  James  Richardson 

Abishai  Delano  Moses  Brown 


AMIIER.ST 


[Amherst  was  crrantedbv  the  Governmentof  Massachusetts,  26  April, 
1733,  and  was  called  Narraganset No.  3,  which  name  \vas  afterwards  ex- 
changed for  Souhegan  West,  which  it  retained  until  the  charter  was 
granted,  iS  January,  1760,  bj  Gov.  B.  Wentworth.  It  was  not  under 
the  government  of  Xew  Jlampshire  until  1741,  wlien  tb.e  ecl:ablisbnient 
of  the  line  separated  it  from  >Ia5sachusei.ts. — Ed. J 

PAPERS     RELATING    TO    AMHERST     (iNX-LUDIXG    MOXSOX) . 

Request  of  the  I/ihabiiavts  of  Soi'Jiej^an  West  for  a 
sniiiti'LC  Gicard  to  d-:fcnd  iJicru  jroiir  ihe  Proich  <£•  Jrdicn 
Enemy,  i  744. 

Att  a  Aleeting  of  the  Lihabitants  of  the  Settlement  or  Plan- 
tation, called  vSouhegan  West  in  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire at  the  house  of  Dan'  W'ilkins  ye  16"''  of  June  1744. 

L^nanimouslv  agreed  that  Dan'  \Vilkins  of  this  place  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  Settlers  here  Represent  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  New  Hampshire  our  destressed  Circum- 
stance on  account  of  our  being  Exposed  to  the  French  and 
Indian  Enemy  our  Low  Condition  &  Inability  to  subsist  here 
unless  a  Suitable  guard  may  be  hid  to  de/end  us  when  about 
our  work  ;  and  that  he  make  suitable  application  that  these 
things  may  Immediately  be  obtained. 

■witness  to  the  vote 

Solomon  Hl'tchixson(i) 
Jonathan'  Tarbell 
John  Vene. 

(1)  Mr.  TTutchinson  was  the  first  Town  CU-rk  wLen  Amherst  i^-as   incorporatcd- 
Ile  die'l  in  Elaine,  at  the  ago  of  'J<j  years.— Eu. 
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To  his  Exelency  Benning  Wentwortli  Esq""  Capt.  General 
;tti;l  Governor  in  chief  in  and  over  his  ^Majesties  Province  of 
XfW  ILimpshire  in  New  England  tiie  Honorable  the  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  con- 
vened. 

The  ^.lemorial  or  Petition  of  Dan'  AVilkins  in  the  name  and 
lichalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Townsliip  or  Plantation  called 
Souhegan  West  No.  3  in  the  said  Province — 

Humbly  sheweth  the  said  Town  has  been  settled  by  his 
Majesties  subjects  about  nine  vcars  and  a  Gospel  ^Minister 
ordained  almost  three  vears  that  the  Settlers  had  an  Eye  at 
tnlan'^in-^  his  }\Ia!esties  Dominions  bv  going  into  the  Wihler- 
n?s5  as  well  as  at  tlieir  own  Interest,  that  some  tr.ousand  of 
jwunds  has  been  spent  in  clearing  and  cultevating  the  Land 
there  and  vast  smns  in  building  Houses  Barns  &  fences  beside 
much  time  and  e\pence  in  building  fortiiications  by  his  Excel- 
cncy  the  Governers  order. 

Tliat  the  Breaking  up  the  Settlement  will  not  only  ruin  the 
Memorialists  but  greatly  disserve  his  JMajesties  Interest  by 
encouraging  his  Enemies  to  Encroach  on  his  deserted  Settle- 
ments and  be  also  hurtful  to  the  Province  by  Contracting  its 
borders  jud  drawing  the  v/av  nearer  the  Capital  : 

That  it  was  by  a'^long  and  importunate  Intercession  of  this 
Province,  (and  not  of  tlie  Memorialists  Seeking)  that  they  are 
cast  under  the  immediate  care  of  this  Government  which  they 
conceive  give  them  so  much  the  better  Right  to  its  protection: 
That  as  v.ar  is  already  declared  against  France  and  a  Rup- 
ture with  the  Indians  hourly  expected  your  Memorialists  unless 
they  have  speedv  help  will  soon  be  obliged  to  forsake  their 
Town  how  diservisable  soever  it  maybe  to  the  Crown  dishon- 
orable to  the  Government  hurtful!  to  the  Province  &  ruinous  to 
t'ueniselves  : 

Wherefore, 
Your  Memorialists  most  humbly  supplicate  your  Exelency 
the  honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  to  take 
the  premises  into  vour  wise  and  mature  Consideration  and  to 
grant  them  such  seasonable  relief  as  may  enable  them  to  sub- 
sist in  the  v;ar  and  secure  against  the  Ravages  and  Devastation 
of  a  blood  thirsty  and  merciless  Enemy  and  your  Memorialists 
as  in  dutv  bound  will  ever  prav. 

Dan^  Wilkixs. 

Dated  at  Portsmouth 
June  ye  22'^  1744- 
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Petltlo??  for  frotcctioii  agai-iist  the  Indians s  1747. 
To  ilis  Excellency  Bcnnin^^  "Wcnuvoith  Esq''  Gov.  &:c  The 
Hon.  his  ISlaje.st\-s  Council  (S;  ilousc  of  Representatives  in 
Generall  Assenibly  Convened  2\Iay  13"''  I747- 
The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  t!ie  Xew 
Plantation  called  Souhegan  West  Humbly  Skczvcfh  That  there 
is  Settled  and  now  remains  in  this  plantation  tliirty  five  foini- 
lys  In  which  is  about  Fifty  eight  men  upwards  of  sixteen  years 
old.  That  when  we  began  our  Sctlement.  we  apprehended  no 
Danger  of  Our  ever  being-  a  frontior,  there  being  at  that  time 
so  many  above  us  begun  and  obligated  to  fullnll  the  Conditions 
of  the  x\Iassachusetts  Grants,  ^^•hich  occasioned  us  to  setle 
scattering,  only  Regarding  the  Ad\antages  of  Good  atid  Com- 
pact fi,irni:>.  That  the  ditiicultv  of  War  happening  so  earlv  o\\ 
ouf  Settlements,  and  tJic  Defenceless  Condition  tlicy  was  in, 
has  c;blidged  them  all  viz  :  Petersborough  Salem-Canada  Ncv.' 
Boston  A;  liillsboroi'.gh  (so  called)  Intirelv  to  drawofi^as  -.veil 
as  the  Forts  on  Connecticut  River  left  naked.  Whereby  we 
are  now  left  as  much  exposed  as  any  of  the  Frontiers  o.n  Tsler- 
rirnack  River 

That  the  First  vear  of  the  present  war  we  was  Favoi.ired 
with  a  Scout  from  This  Province  (which  we  ThanktuUy  ac- 
kno'.vledge)  ar.d  Salem-Cai-ad.-.i  with  an  other  which  v/as 
Equally  Serviceable  to  us  Since  tb.at  time,  botl;  Salem- 
Canada  and  this  Place  has  had  a  guard  from  the  ^Massachusetts 
till  the  AVinter  passed  together  with  our  Inha1)itants  keeping  a 
constant  vScout  (Tho  much  Impoverished  tliercby)  That  this 
encouragement  has  occasioned  our  venturing  here  till  now 
That  as  we  are  now  left  v.-ithout  either  Scout  or  Gnard — Ap- 
prehend we  are  in  Imminent  Danger.  Yet  Loath  to  yield 
Ourselves  Such  an  easy  Prey  to  Our  En.emies  or  Sutler  Ruin 
by  leaving  our  Improvements  wast.  One  Whereof  we  have  no 
Reason  to  Think,  but  must  unavoidably  be  our  lot.  unless  this 
Governm.ent  Com.passionatelv  Grants  us  Protection. 

Wherefore  Your  Petitioners  most  Flumbly  Pray  th?it  your 
Excellency  cV  Hon'"-  would  so  tar  Comiserate  our  Present  Dif- 
ficult Circumstances  as  to  Grant  us  so  many  Soldiers  as  your 
Excellency  &  Flon^'  may  Judge  of  Necessity  for  Our  Defence 
and  your  Peti'"  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  Pray  &c. 

Daniel  Wilkins  William  Howard 

John  Shepard  Jacob  Wellmun 

his  his 

Joseph  X  Wilkins  David  X   Hartsorn 

mark  mark 

Benj  Cheever  Andrew  Bixbe 

John  Davis  Andrew  Seetcn 

James  Cofren  William  Bradford 

Samuer\\'alton  Ebenezer  Elliawocd 

William  Peabody  Thomas  Clark 
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Solomon  Hutchinson  John  Soetown 

Daniel  Wilkins  Jun''  Ebenezer  Lyon 

Benjamin  Ciieevcr  Jun''  Caleb  Stiles. 

Israel  Towne 
In   Council  May  13-^  1747  read  ci".:  ordered  to  be  sent  Do-wn   to  tlie 
Ifon'-'^^  House. 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 

Petition  j'rom  Jilonson.{\.') 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq   Gov'  &c  The 
Honb  his  maiestvs  Council  &  House   of   Rep'"'-''  in   Ge".'' 
Assembly  convened  ]Mav  13'''  1747. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabiti'ints  of  tl^e  town  of  -vionson, 
Hereunto  Subserib'jis  Humbly  Shczcs  Tiiat  the  Said  town  is 
Lately  begun  to  Setie  c\;  but  about  Fifteen  Faniilys  liiere. 

Tiuit  they  are  or.e  of  the  Frontier  Town-  we^t  of  ?vlerri- 
mack  lliver,  (>j  the  most  nortlierh-  One,  already  incorporated, 
Lving  Ik-tween  Hollis  &  tl^e  New  Plantation  Called  Souhegan 
West. 

That  could  we  be  assisted  by  Souldiers  Such  Competent 
number  as  might  Enable  us  to  Defend  our  Selves  Sliall  Chear- 
fu.lly  EiKleavour  io  Stay  there  by  Which  we  Shall  Sene  as  a 
Barrier  in  part  lo  Holies  Merrimack  and  Dunstable. 

Th:'t  last  year  'sve  v.-as  Favou:-ed  by  Sotddiers  From  the 
Massachusetts,  tliat  Prevented  Our  Dra\v  ing  orT. 

That  Should  the  War  be  pursued  by  the  Enemy  as  vigor- 
ously as  Last  year,  (u.idess  we  are  Favoured  by  some  assistance 
from  Y"  Governrnt.nt)  We  Humbly  apprehend  'twould  be  too 
great  Presumption  to  venture  our  Selves  ^z  Familys  there 

That  it  will  be  very  Ruinous  to  \ov\x  Petitioners  To  leave 
their  Settlements  «S:  :he  Frontier  \\'ldned,  &  for  a  Necessaiy 
Defence  will  Require  a  Greater  number  of  Souldiers  than  to 
assist  us  there 

Vvdierefore  your  Petitioners  most  IKimbly  Pray  that  your 
Excellency  &  Hono''"  would  be  pleased  to  Take  the  Premises 
into  your  Consideration  &  Grant  us  a  Guard  for  two  Garrisons 
&  a  small  Scout  on  Our  Front  Or  Othenvise  Reieive  us  in  the 
Premises  as  in  vour  Great  Wisdom  Shall  Seem  meet  &  y'^ 
Pet"'  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray. 

James  Wheeler  Abraham  Leman 

V/iliiam  Xeivens  Thomas  Nei\ens 

William  Coiburn  Benjamin  Hopkins 

Robert  Colbu rn  Isaac  Far-well 

Jonathan  Tavlor  Stephen  Haslton 

Samuel  Leman  Jo^in  Burns 

Samuel  Leman  Jun''  Thomas  Mordow 

In  Council  May  13'-'  1747  read  ^-  ordred  to  be  Sent  Doun  to  the 
Hon'^'=  House. 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 

n:T)'.-3  t.>-.'.-Ti  of  Monson  lar  adjacent  to  Aailier:=t,auiwa3aftcrwarai  mcoi-porated 
with  it  in  Tv.rt. — Ed. 
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TT  ,  ■         vin  the  IIou<e  of  Representatives  i^'^  May  1747. 

Hampshire    >  '  .  .      /  t< 

Voted  That  in  an>^ver  to  y  twn  annexed  Petitions  Viz  :  that  of  Sou- 
hegan  V.'est  i^  that  of  Mon^on,  His  Excellency  be  de'^ired  to  is.iyc  orders 
for  inlisting  or  impressing  fifteen  good  executi\'e  men  to  Scout  jc  guard 
under  proper  oficer  or  oficers  s'  Souhegan  West  ijc  Monson  'til  y" 
twentveth  of  octo"  next  if  need  be  .i  that  s'  men  be  sliifted  once  a  month. 

U.  Peirce  Clk. 
Eo^™  Die  In  Coun"  read  r'.nd  Concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 
Eo'^^  Die     Assented  to 

r,  WENTWUKrH. 


I'etition  of  ^Monsou^  for  aiuicxalion^  iOc. 

Province  of  Xew  )       To  His  Excol^.cncy  Tienuinc:^  \\'cnl\v;>rth 
Hampshire        j  Esq  Gov'  Sec  &:  To  the  Hon'"-*  His  M:ijes- 

t\  s  Council  the  diw  of  '7^4- 

The  Petilion  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inluibitants  of  the  town 
of  Monson  Hurablv  SItzcs 

That  there  is  a  tract  of  Land  of  aboiit  tlie  Contents  of  seven 
Thousand  acres  Lvincc  on  the  North  of  Mon;-on  and  adj-jyning 
Included  bv  the  tbilov\-ing  Bounds,  viz  i,  to  begin  at  ^iMnsou 
Northeast  Corner  and  to  Ruii  North  by  the  Tou-n  of  ^'crry- 
mac  Two  miles  and  the  next  Station  to  begin  at  the  North 
west  Corner  ol  ^'.lonson  &  t(.)  Extend  north  twu  miles  and  from 
therice  a  Strait  line  to  the  end  of  the  aforementioned  I'wo 
mile,  and  to  Bound  Southerly  on  ^Monson  afores'h  On  \A'hich 
Sundry  Familvs  are  Settled  &  would  be  of  accom.odatlon  & 
Convenience  tc;  Monson  to  have  them  annexed  and  Incorpo- 
rated with  ]Mon<on  and  would  with  that  addition  make  it  but 
about  five  miles  and  an  half  in  Breadth  one  place  with  the 
other  that  Sundry  of  tlie  Inhabitants  of  the  s'  Tract  hath 
together  with  this  PeLilion.Hl  your  Excellency  Sc  Honors  to  be 
annexed  and  Incorporated  with  us.  (And  as  we  apprehend 
would  be  of  Great  Convenience  to  them.  tS;  help  to  us.) 

Wherefore  we  n^ost  Humbly  Pray  that  your  Excellency  and 
Hon"  would  be  pleased  to  aiinex  and  Incorporate  the  s'  Tract 
with  tlie  Inhabitants  Thereon  to  the  tr.vn  of  ^lonson  &  your 
Pet"  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  Pray 

Bexjamix  H<,pkixs"| 
Rcjbert  Colplt-X     [-Selectmen. 
Bexjamtx  Farlev   3 
Elisha  Towne  William  Cflborn  Jun 

William  Nei'.ons  Ebenezer  Bali 

Benjamin  Kenrick  William  Ctjlborn 

Secur  Farwell  John  Burns 

Thomas  Xeuens  Josiah  Crosby 

Tames  Wheler  Nathan  Hutchinson 

Thomas  Powers  Benjamin  Hopkins  Jcnr. 

Thomas  Wooik-y 

few  more  that  has  not  sin'd 
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Pctitio)!  of  Monson  to  be  exempt  from  taxes. 

pj-ov;;!^^*  of  Xew  )       To  His  E:ccelIc-ocy  BeuniirL,^  \\'entu-orth 

Hampshire        [  Esqr    Gov'    &c.    the    Hon'*   his    IMaiestys 

Coiincill  &  House  of  Repres^'^^  Convened  In  GenJ'  Assembly 

Humbly  Shews  The  Pet''  of  the  Inhabitants  of  ZMonson 
Tiiat  Whereas  they  Have  Reed  a  kite  Order  to  render  into  the 
Sccretarys  Otrice  an  Invoice  of  their  poles  &  estates  in  order 
for  apportioning  the  taxes  Which  v.e  have  done,  and  Woud 
Furthei  beg-  leave  to  Renioi^strate  Our  Infancv  k.  laaMlity  to 
lijar  anv  part  of  the  publick  Charge  at  prc:^e;;it. 

That  liiere  is  but  thirty  six  poles  in  the  AVholc.  Scverall  of 
them  tran-^ientiv  hired  for  a  short  space  to  Labour  or  other- 
\v:ivs  tlu're  without  any  Estate  :  V>ut  tv/entv  one  Houses  Ciieifly 
Small  Cottag-es  onlv  for  a  present  Shelter  the  Charge  of 
BiiihjJing  yet  to  Come  on. 

That  they  are  all  plain  men  Dwelling  in  these  ter-ts,  flus- 
bandrv  their  Emplovment  th.cir  In^provements  very  small, 
their  Lands  vet  to  Subdue.  The  Progress  much  Retarded  by 
their  Xecessitv  to  work  out  of  town  the  prime  of  the  year  or 
at  Other  Business  to  procure  provision  Tho  the  town  is  part 
of  Old  Dunstable  it  has  always  till  nov.-  bin  a  frontijr  and 
Reinained  a  totall  Wilderness  till  within  a  few  years  the 
Owners  under  no  Iivunction  of  Settlement  tnc  L"a>i.d  very 
antionilv  Granted  to  Gent'  in  farms.  cS:  part  of  tlie  Divisions 
of  Dunstable  Comon  who  still  hold  the  Greatest  part  and 
Continue  unimproved  by  Which  means  the  icw  setlers  are 
scattered  all  ab'  the  town  much  Lal-)Our  has  &  must  be  spent 
in  Opening  and  making  Roads  &  Bridges  Causes  &c  that  are 
of  Present  Necessity,  a  burthen  of  it  self  too  Heavy  for  the 
Strength  of  the  small  weak  nomber  that  is  there,  in  the  iate 
war  at  the  expence  of  Garisoning  Scouting  <fc  Defending 
themselves  Besides  many  Other  charges  they  have  ct  must  go 
thro  so  therefore  apprehend  themselves  utterly  unable  to  Bear 
any  part  of  the  publick  taxes  as  vet,  but  hope  dieir  Small 
P-cginin.g  in  timie  may  become  usefuU  if  they  may  be  nurssd  &i 
favoured  now  In  their  Infancy 

Wherefore  vour  Pet"  Humldy  pray  that  they  may  be  Con- 
sidered in  this  their  Infant  &  Cli'argable  State  k.  that  they  may 
not  be  taxed,  till  thev  are  of  ability  to  go  thro  their  own  neces- 
sarv'  charge  and  when  that  shall  be  they  will  Chearfully 
Contribute  according  to  their  Power  &  shall  ever  pray  ccc 
In  behalf  of  y°  Inhabitants 

Ben-j'"'  Hopkins      }  Selectmen 

ROCURT    COLSURN  j'  Ol    ^vlonsOU. 
Prov  N  Hamo'  April  25  17^3. 

.  The  within  Petition  read  oC  ordered  to  be  Sent  Do'.vn  to  tlie  Honb'« 
House  of  repre5e.n::ative5. 

Tiieodorc  Atkinson  Secy. 
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Petition  for  annexation. 

Province  of  )       To  \\\i  Excellency  Bennincr  V,'e'it\vorth  E^qr 
New  Harnp  j  G('\ernour  cS:c  the  Honorable  his  Majesivs  Coun- 
cil 

rhe  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inliabitants  of  a  tract  of 
Land  north  of  and  adjoining  to  ISIonson  Lving  \vit!i  no  Incor- 
poration of  raiy  cuwu  or  District  Humbly  ShcWs — 

Th'it  the  Town  of  ^vlonson  in  this  Province  is  situated  in 
Length  East  &  West  near  eight  miles  &  in  Breth  but  about 
four  niilcs  *S:  is  Bounded  on  the  Northerly  Side  by  Souhegan 
River  Both  Sides  of  Which  River  is  in  the  General  Fruitful! 
&  Pri;Fitable  Land  for  Corn  and  Grass 

That  if  the  Limits  of  the  Town  of  ^.lonsoa  afores''  Were 
Inlarged  on  the  North  so  as  to  add  &  Liclude  tlie  Foliovv-ing 
tract  \vi.  to  begin  at  the  Northea-t  Corner  of  ^Monson  on 
Sowhegan  River  o:  extend  North  bv  the  line  of  Merrvmac 
Two  3.1:ies.  J*c  to  begin  ttie  next  Station  at  the  Northwest  cor- 
ner of  Monson.afors  ■  A:  to  Rim  thence  North,  two  miles  and 
strait  line  from  thence  to  the  t\vo  mil's  end  first  menshioned 
and  to  Bound  to  the  old  Buunds  of  Monson  Which  will  be  an 
addition  of  about  seven  thousand  acres  and  will  ]NLdce  the  Said 
town  of  Monson  In  t'ne  Genereal  about  five  miles  &  an  half  Li 
Bredth. 

That  the  said  F^i\'er  is  Small  and  ma'av  Bridges  are  Neu- 
and  must  Continue  to  be  kept  in  Repair  so  that  the  Said  River 
is  of  r.o  111  convenience  to  the  uniting  the  Incorpoiation  as 
afoivs  '  &  will  be  for  the  Accomodation  of  ^donson  ;  Severall  of 
us  has  for  many  years  hen  Settled  there  cv;  at  Heavy  Expence 
made  Our  Improvemencs 

That  we  have  nor  had  the  bencHt  of  any  Incorporation  in 
any  Tovv-n,  nor  see  anv  Present  Prospect  unless  wee  are  anexed 
to  iSIonson 

Tiiat  !Monson  then  will  be  up\vards  of  seven  Miles  the  North 
Line  and  Lands  to  the  North  of  them  not  Incorporated,  so  that 
it  Can  be  no  Predjiduce  to  any  Incorporation  of  any  number  of 
people  for  the  Future  the  Land  Genercaly  alike  and  Chiefly 
Good. 

Whererore  your  Petition"  most  Humbly  Pray  That  your 
Excellency  &  Hon"  woud  take  ye  premises  into  Consideration 
and  be  pleased  to  annex  .fc  Incorporate  the  tract  afore"-  with 
the  Inhabitants  to  Monson  as  one  Corporate  Tov.m  &  your 
Petitioners  as  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray. 

John  Shepnrd  '  William  Pe:ibody 

Andrew  Bridford  Israel  Towne 

hii  Thomas  \Villiams 

Achelaus  x  Wilkins  Richard  Gould 

mark  John  Edmonds 

John  Eversden  Edward  Benung? 

J'.'Iii:  i  [iilchin-^on 
Edward  Beming  (?)  junr 
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J\-h'.'!0t7  of  Amherst  for  an  extension  of  its  CJicirfer  iy6i. 
'Vu    Hi?;    ExeloHcy  Bcriing  \\''o:u\vorth  Esq''  Govertior  la  chief 
ill  aufl  over  His  ^lajesties  Pro'.-ince  of  New  Hauip^hire  and 
to  the  Honorable  the  Counscll. 

The  Memorial  of  iis  the  Subscribers  the  Select  Men  of  the 
T"'>v!i  of  Amherst  in  the  Province  aforesaid.  Huniblv  shew- 
etii  that  we  with  the  Lowest  Submission  Sollicitouslv  pray 
I'nat  \'0ur  Exelency  and  Ilonoiu's  v.'ould  lengthen  out  the  life 
of  tlie  Charter  oi  our  Town  and  as'c  doubt  not  l)ut  vuur  Ex- 
elency and  Honours  in  your  Great  wisdom  &  Clemencv  will 
(ii)  it  during  the  Kings  pleasure  and  so  your  ^Memorial  sts  as  in 
Diit}-  bound  will  ever  prav. 

Reuben-  Mtssev     '\    Selectmen 
Tito'  Wakefield     v  iti  behalf  of 
^\'ILLE\^I  I^KAiiODV  J    the  Town. 
Amherst  Dec'  r- 1 
15th   1761.  '    / 

X.  B.  We  tb.e  Subscriboi-s  Select  men  of  the  Town  of  Arn- 
licrst  Xominate  and  appoint  Col.  John  Goss  Esqr  to  represent 
to  his  Exelencv  tliC  Governor  and  t!ie  Honorable  Counsil  our 
Memorial  a1)ove  specified  to  prolong  ou-'  Town  Charier. 

p-.ivince  of  1  To   the   Gentlemen   ot'  t!ie   Plouse  of  Repre^^entative>  for 
New  Hanip  )       said  Province — 

There  was  a  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives  Jaauarv 
38^-'  1 761  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  Oldest  adjoining  Town 
to  aiiv  Tovv'u  Parish  or  District  where  no  Select  men  v/ere 
should  take  Inventory  of  such  Town  &:c  and  be  paid  bv  the 
Province  Pursuant  thereto  We  took  Inventory  of  Lyndebor- 
ough  and  sent  the  same  to  the  Sec'-'  as  Directed  by  the  afore- 
said vote — Tne  taking  of  which  Inventory  took  us  Two  Days 
of  hard  Service  (there  being  Considerable  of  Snow  on  the 
Ground  at  the  time  when  we  were  obliged  to  do  it)  And 
there  is  Justlv  Due  to  Each  of  us  X'ew  Ten""  one  Pound  Ten 
Shillings  per  day  To'  =£9  :  o  :  o  ^vhich  we  doubt  not  but  you 
will  Immediately  Grant  &  allow. 

Decern'^  30'''  1763.  William  Peaeody  "~i  Selectmen 

Robert  Read  -         of 

Jx '  Shepard  junr    J  Amherst. 
Province  of  )  In  the  house  of  Representatives  Jan'y  20'''  1763. 
Xew  Hainps  j      This  Ac'ct  being  Read 

Voted  that  there  be  allowed  nine  pound  new  Tenor,  and  paid  to  Se- 
lectmen of  Amherst  or  their  order  Out  of  mcnev  in  the  Treasury  for 
Contingances. 

A  Chirkson  Clerk 
In  Council  Eodem  Die 

Read  iSc  Concur'd 

T  Atki'ison  junr  Secry 

Consented  to  E  Wf.xtwoktii. 


14  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

^}ef)iorandH}n  of  some  proposals  for  an  Accommodr'.tion  Be- 
tween ihe  Selectineti  of  Zsloiison  &  Amherst  Viz.  ihc  Town 
of  Aml'.ei-st  to  lake  or  have  Annexed  the  following-  extent  or 
part  of  ^^vlonson  Namely  begining-  at  the  Northc:u-t  Corner  of 
Mon-r.on  &  Ruanipg  Soutlicrly  on  the  East  Line  (.>f  said  ?vIon- 
son  Two  m'les  then  Running  a  Line  paralell  with,  the  Xorth 
Line  of  Amiierst  to  the  west  line  of  iSIonson  Then  northerly 
on  the  \ve3terly  line  of  said  Monson  to  the  northwest  corner 
thereof  Fro\'ided  the  Town  of  Holies  will  lalre  or  have  an- 
nexed the  residue  of  said  2vfonson. 

April  y"  20th  1763.  We  the  subscribers  consent  to  th5 
above  proposal 

Bkxj'  Kexrick     ")  Selectmen 
Daniel  Kenrick  -         of 
JosEVH  Crosbv       )    Mo'ison 
Holies  April  2S'->  1763 

Samuel  Cumin;,'-^    \  Selectmen  Robert  Reed  1  Selectmen 

Francis  Worcester  >■  of  Samuel  Stenard     J 

Stephen  Webster    J       Holies  Tho^  Wakefield     ^         of 

Daniel  Campbell 
Jn''  Shepard  jua'  j     Am.herst 


Ldicy   nf  Jicv.    Daniel    Will' ins  of  Aruherst  rclatiuij^  to  a 
SJdrc  lovsii.  i}i  tJic  proposed  division  oj"  t/ie  Province  into 
Co7<ntics. 
I  Oct.  1767. 

To  the  Ilon^'"  Gp:okge  Jaffery  Esq'  in  Portsmouth 
Hon^  &  Dea'  Sr 

After  due  salutation,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  yoiu'  Hon''  that 
the  proposal  of  the  General  Court  tiKut  Merrimack  be  the  Shire 
Town  of  the  County  on  the  West  side  of  jMe'riitiac  River 
lias  raised  a  general  uneasiness  throughout  the  v/hole  County' 
evi.i  maTiv  thinking  men  in  Merritnac  itself  (;;s  I  have  been 
crediblv  informed)  are  well  satisfied  that  if  the  Propos;d  be  es- 
tablished it  will  be  great! V  to  the  Town  Damage  in  general,  as 
they  are  small  in  Xuniber,  consisting  of  seventy  odd  Families 
no  more  and  them  exceeding  much  scattered  and  many  of  the 
number  on  New  Places  and  no  ways  accommodated  to  enter- 
tain a  Court  especially  with  Hay  6c  Fastoring,  neither  do  they 
ever  expeot  to  be  well  accommodated  with  the  Primeses  as 
great  Part  of  their  Land  is  poor  and  clothed  Avith  shrubs  the 
uneasiness  of  the  People  arises  from  the  said  Proposals  not 
being  for  Amherst  rather  than  INferrimack  Not  only  as  Am- 
herst has  been  talked  of  for  a  Shire  Town  evin  from  Its  Infancy 
thereby  fixing  the  minds  of  the  People  upon  it,  but  tor  its  sit- 
uation Nearer  the  Hart  of  the  County  so  that  many  Towns  can 
come    froni    Home  in  the   ^Morr.i!'/::   and   return   llome   in  the 
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j'.viniir^  that  cant  possibly  do  the  like  if  the  Court  be  at  Mer- 
ririi.ic.  and  therebv  save  a  great  ileal  of  Charge  to  poor  People 
and  now  S''  I  beg  leave  to  give  a  Discriptiou  of  Amherst  in  a 
ff\\*\S'ords :  It  is  Situate  about  Eight  Miles  from  Mr  Lut- 
%vviche's  Ferrv  on  ^lerriniac  River  tlie  contents  of  which  is 
ah:)ui:  six  miles  Square  containing  about  one  Hundred  and 
sixlv  I'amelies  and  accommodated  according  to  men  of  the 
be-t  Judgment  to  settle  an  Hundred  Families  at  least,  more 
tiian  is  already  settled,  and  near  an  Hundred  of  them  good 
CoiuiLrv  Farms  Well  accommodated  with  fields  and  Pastures 
nnd  chicflv  all  good  Husbands  the  Middle  of  the  Town  pleas- 
antlv  .sih'.ated,  a  good  coach  Road  to  it  from  the  Eastward  and 
Swulhern  Parts  of  the  Province  and  all  Roads  ceniering  Ihei'e 
T!-.e  People  in  genei'al  Icnov.-ing  the  situation  and  accommoda- 
tions of  Aml^erst  to  enteruiin  the  Court  suppose  that  the  G'en- 
ci-al  Courts  proposal  for  _\ierrimack  sprung  from  a  mis-Repre- 
sentation. 

The  occasion  of  these  lines  to  your  Hon''  was  the  cries  of  the 
People  and  to  beg  leave  to  subscribe  your  humble  scn-t. 

Daniel  Wilkins. 

iVmherst  Oct  y"  i"'-  i'j6y. 

P  :  S  :  S'  I  must  beg  leave  to  tell  vour  Hon-"  that  :\Ir.  Wil- 
h.rd  a  son  of  Coll  Wilhird  ot  Winchester  and  one  Mr.  Hall 
sva^  at  my  House  the  Last  E\'ening  as  agent  for  Keen  and 
other  towns  towards  the  great  River  to  desire  that  the  Shire 
Town  might  be  Amherst  and  likewise  that  there  is  a  general 
ur.oasiiicss  of  its  being  at  Merrimack  and  also  Walepole  as  that 
every  town  save  two  would  be  greatly  Discommoded  if  the 
Court  was  had  at  Walepole  and  not  at  Keen  and  also  beg  the 
f.ivour  of  its  being  established  at  Keen  as  Keen  will  much  best 
commnde  the  People  in  General  or  at  least  that  his  Exelency 
VY-ith  vour  Hon"  would  grant  them  Liberty  to  bring  Down  the 


minds  of  the  People. 


D.    :  W 


Vo^e  of  Mozsoii  for  a  Division^  d-c. 
Province  of  ) 

N'ew  Hampshire.  / 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Monson 
in  said  Province  held  on  monday  the  ninth  day  of  april  1770 
Voted  that  Xathan  Hutchinson  and  Will"  Xevins  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  petition  the  Governor  and  Counsil  of  said  Province 
for  the  following  Division  of  the  Town  of  Monson  viz.  Be- 
^ining  att  the  northeast  Corner  of  Monson  then  extending 
South  by. the  Town  of  merrimac  two  miles  then  dew  West  to 
the  West  line  of  said  monson  then  North  to  Souhegan  River 
then  down  Said  River  to  the  Bounds  first  mentioned  to  be  an- 
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nexecl  to  Amherst  and  the  Remainder  of  said  Town  to  Hollis. 

IjExj-"  Kkxhick  Town  CLark 
Copy  Attest  Benj'  Kenrick  'J'own  Clark 
Petition  for  a  Division  and  Annexation.  * 

To  his  Excellency  John  \\'ent\vorth  Esq"^  Cap*  General  and 
Comander  in  Chier  in  cC  over  his  ]Majestvs  Province  of  Xew 
Hampshire  and  To  the  Honorable  his  ^lajcstys  Council  of 
said  Province 

The  Subscribers  being'  a  Committee  dulv  appointed  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Monson  in  said  Province  to  Peti- 
tion your  Excellencvand  Honors  to  divide-said  Townof  ^tlonson 
as  hereinafter\vards  Expressed  viz  :  Begiiiiu'^^  atr  the  Xorth 
East  Corner  of  Monson  then  Extending'  Si^uth  by  the  Tov/n  of 
!Merrimac  tv/o  miles  then  dew  West  to  the  West  line  of  said 
]Monson  then  Xorth  to  Souhegan  River  then  down  said  River 
to  the  bounds  first  mentioned  to  be  annexed  to  Amherst  and 
the  RcDiainder  of  said  Town  to  Hollis  Humbly  begTeave  to 
suggest  that  the  Lands  in  and  about  the  Center  of  said  Monson 
is  so  verv  poor  Baron  Brooken  and  uneaven  as  cannot  admit  of 
mans'  Settlers  =o  that  those  Fandlies  that  aie  in  Town  aie  al- 
niosi  all  planted  in  the  Extreem  parts  of  it  V>  e  thcretore 
conceive  tb.ai:  if  a  Dis'ision  were  made  as  tiijove  mentioned  tb.e 
Interest  and  good  of  the  people  in  it  would  be  much  promoted 
therebv  Especially  as  we  have  no  prospect  of  ever  Building  a 
Meeting  House  in  the  Center  or  else  wbcrc  any  v.ays  to  ac- 
comodate us  by  which  dilHculties  we  tliink  the  Gosple  \vill 
not  be  settled  among  us  while  in  the  present  Situation  we 
therefore  pray  that  the  above  Division  may  be  made  and  wc  as 
in  Dutv  bound  will  pray 

Nathax  Hl'tctiixsox 

WiLLIA.M  XeVEXS. 


Petition  to  he  disa>inexed  from  Amiicrst. 
To   His   Excellencv   John  Wentworth   Emj'  Captain  General 

Governor  and  Commander  in  chief  in  iS:  over   his   Majestys 

Province   of   X'ew    Hampshire,       And   the    Honorable    his 

Majestys  Councill. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  being  Inhabitants  ol  the 
Soutlnvardly  part  of  Amherst  in  said  Province  most  Humbly 
sheweth. 

That  the  town  of  Amherst  is  about  nine  miles  in  length  (by 
reason  that  about  half  the  Town  of  IMonson  was  of  late  an- 
nexed to  it)  and  i>  capable  of  being  Divided  into  two  Towns 
or  Parishes,  without  Prejudice  to  or  Spoiling  the  same  ;  That 
manv  of  the  Subscribers  live  in  that  part   of  Amherst,  which 
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\',-:i>  iately  Monson,  S:  our  be'mg  annexed  to  said  Ainher.'st  was 
cntiMiy  to  our  desire  &:  Interest;  that  we  arc  so  remote  from 
t'.,'  Center  of  Au:ilicrit,  that  it  is  (&  ever  will  be)  witli  great 
lv\:>ence  inconvenience  &  ditHcidty  to  us  and  our  Families,  to 
atictul  publick  worship,  by  reason  of  the  distance.  That  many 
of  our  Estates  are  not  so  valuable  In'  reason  of  ovn-  beinir  an- 
nexed to  Amherst,,  for  before  that,  our  .Situation  v.as  nigii  the 
Centre  of  Monsou,  Si  on  that  account  purchased  our  Land,  at 
a  dear  rate,  <S:  ^Nlonson  being  Annihilated,  our  .Situation  (many 
of  thetn)  is  Tiuw  more  inconvenient  than  before,  unless  Vv'c  can 
obtain  your  Excellency's,  &  Honors  Interposition. 

AV'herefore  we  humbly  Pray,  that  vour  Excellcncv  and 
II(-nors  would  set  u-;  otF  from  said  An\lic-rst.  anu  Invest  us 
with  Town  Priviledges,  by  the  following  Bounds  5z  lines,  viz, 
beginning  at  the  Southwest  Corner  of  what  was  formerly  Am- 
herst, thence  Northwardly  b}'  tlie  west  line  of  Amherst  one 
mile  and  an  half.  Thence  East  imtill  it  comes  to  the  East 
line  of  the  Town  of  Amherst.  Thence  Southwar-Jlv  by  said 
East  line  of  Amlierst  uatill  it  comes  to  the  Xorth  line  of  the 
Town  of  Holies.  Thence  Westwaidlv  bv  the  Xorih  line  of  the 
Tovr'n  of  Holies,  untill  it  conies  to  tlie  Xorth  west  corner 
thcrcuf.  Thence  Xorthwardly,  by  the  West  line  of  s.iid  Ara- 
herst  untill  it  comes  to  tire  Bound  first  nienrioned,  or  Grant  us 
:niv  otiier  Relief,  that  vour  Excellenc\'  &  irionors,  in  \'our 
\\  isdom  <ic  Goodness  shall  Judge  most  convernent,  «S:  your 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Amherst  Jan'y  26""  1771. 

Eeni.irnin  Hopkins  J.inics  Hopkins 

Wiliiam  Wallace  .Stephen  Williams 

Benjamin  Hopkins  jun'  Gardner  Gouen 

Joseph  Gould  William  Jones  Jr 

Joiin  B'.irn^  junr  Nathan  Tuttie 

Kben.;zer  Hopkins  Bei-jamin  Jones 

Geor<i;e  Burns  Joseph  Farnum 

Richard  Gould  John  Burns 

Caleb  Jons  Jonathan  Towne 

Thomas  Towne  Amos  Whittemore 

Abr.er  Hutchinson  David  Duncklee 

Ri^ert  Parker  Josiah  Burroughs  Jun 

William  Taylor  Isaac  How  jun 

Jonathan  Button  Jonathan  Grimes 

Isaac  Powers  Bartholome\v  Towne 


Petition  of  AiiiJierst  against  the  divisioi  0/  the  tov:n. 
Filed  P'eb  4"'  1771 
:77c      To    His    Excellency    John   Wentworth     Escf   Captain 
General  Governor  &c.  of  the  Province  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire— Atid  to  the  Honorable  His  IMajesty's  Council  of 
said  Province 
T!ie  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Amherst   in   s;ud   Province. 
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Humbly  Shew  th.it  tor  uiore  th:ia  t\vcnt\"  years  last  past  a 
Number  of  persons  living  on  those  Lands  lately  known  by  the 
Name  of  Mon>o;i.  l,n;t  more  Intely  Joined  to  ^aid  Amherst  not 
having  a  ^Minister  settled  among  them.  U(,ir  aceommodations 
sutncient  for  that  purp^xse  (as  they  said)  very  constantly  at- 
tended the  worship  of  God  with  us  in  said  Amherst  not  Doing 
anvthing  with  us  towards  our  ^Meeting  House  nor  towards  th.e 
Support  of  our  minister  except  some  Small  private  Donations 
made  to  our  minister.  However  tb.ev  Repeatedly  Requested 
our  Town  to  Consent  to  Receive  them.  Promising  to  meet  at 
anv  place  that  the  m-aj""  part  of  the  People  should  hx  to  P>uild  a 
House  on,  Vv'hcreupon  our  Town  after  Repeated  vSolIicitashons 
to  Receive  them  ga\e  their  Consent — And  your  Exellency  i^c 
Honors  some  time  in  T^-dy  last  saw  fit  to  Aggregate  about  one 
half  of  said  ^lonson  To  said  Amherst,  soon  after  our  Town 
SaNV  it  necessary  to  Build  a  ^Meeting  House  and  voted  to  Doit 
(our  Present  ^^leeting  IL:>use  being  Small  and  insufficient  for 
tlie  old  Town  A;  said  new  Addition)  the  most  of  the  People  of 
the  Nev.-  Addition  were  present  some  voted  in  the  Aflermatlve 
some  in  the  Negative,  but  th.ey  began  to  think  that  the  Charter 
Subjected  them  to  the  same  Duties  with  us  of  the  old  Town, 
that  tr.ey  must  Defrey  some  part  of  the  Charge  in  Building  and 
so  fortli  and  not  only  so  but  must  Do  something  towards  sup- 
povtiiig  our  minister,  these  Redcctions  alfccrcd  some  ot  tl-em 
verv  Sensibly  :  thc\'  liad  not  been  accjuainted  witli  anything  ol 
the  kind,  thev  were  Ready  to  Construe  it  as  a  Degree  of  i'er- 
secution  Sc  the  like,  And  to  P>.emedy  this  e'/il  they  are  about 
Petitioning  to  have  our  Town  as  it  now  lye.^  Divided  into  tvro 
Parishes  which  we  think  cannot  be  Done  without  a  manifest 
Injury  to  more  than  three  Qiiarters  of  the  Town,  a  very  con- 
siderable Qiiantit}'  of  Laiul  in  our  To\A-n  is  barron  and  Poor 
and  will  not  admit  of  rsvo  Parish.es  :  besides  it  h^es  in  Sucli  a 
vSituation  by  reason  of  a  River  &  Hills  that  the  whole  of  the 
People  may  more  conyeniently  meet  at  one  Place,  the  place 
Pitched  upon  than  at  anv  tv/o  Places  in  the  Tmvn  (of  whic'i 
the  Gentlemen  that  Exhibit  this  will  inform,)  we  would  only 
add  tliat  if  tlie  Town  is  made  into  two  Parishes  it  will  tend 
very  much  to  the  Ruin  of  our  m.inis'  Tiierefore  pray  that  if 
such  their  Petition  should  be  prefered  the  pra\er  thereof  may 
not  be  granted    And  y'  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  Pray. 

Benj^  Taylor  Daniel  Wilkins  y«  3d 

Tohn  Diivis  Jacob  ilildrerh 

'John  Sniitli  Isaac  Weston 

Will"  Walton.  David  Ilildreth 

Jonathan  Lamson  Nathan  Kendal 

Ephraini  Hddreth  James  Clark 

Jacob  Curtice  '  John  vSecombe 

Daniel  Campbel  Hez'-  Lovejoy 

Benj'  Shepard  Amo^  Flint 
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Tolin  Burns 
folin  Wilkins 
"jn"  Shcpard  jtin' 
israc!  Towne 
Enos  Upton 
En  OS  Bradford 
Sain'  Stuart 
Eze'  Uoh 
Je'-  Cuinines 
Benj"  Ellin  wood 
Reuben  D  >[ii,-sey 
Benjamin  Ciark. 
Stepiier.  Peabcdv 
Thomas  Avarel 
Thomas  Avarel  Junr 
Jedediah  EUinwood 
Jolin  Hartshorn 
Jacob  Stap.dlj 
T^aac  Uo-v 
Eben'  Holt  Jun'' 
Rei'.ben  Mussey 
Francis  Lo'.-ejoy 
Nathan  Fuller 
Amos  Green 
John  Washer 
Stephen  Washer 
Bray  Wii sen 
Amo?  Truel 
Da\-id  Truel 
John  Shepard 
Hczekiah  Duncklee 
Joseph  Duncklee 
Robert  Read 
iSIoses  Nichols 
Jonathan  Wilkins 
Josepli  Lovejoy 
Jn'  A\eri! 

Timothy  Mackintire 
Jam?'-'  \Voodbury 
Peter  Woocibury 
Joshua  Abbott 
Acha '  Towne 
W"^  Bradford 
James  Seetowne 
Huj^h  Ross 
Josepfi  Small 
John  Michell 
Sam  Wilkins 
Sam  Lamson 
Asa  Farnum 
Moses  Towne 
Eben'  EUinwood  J' 
Rolandson  EUinwood 
W^"  Small 


Josiah  Kidder 
Ebenozer  Weston 
Sam'  Dcidge 
Kendai  Boutwell 
David  Williams 
John  Ste\vard 
James  Gage 
Samuel  Lamson  Junr. 
John  m'Clenche? 
jBenj''  Wilkins 
Nathan  Phelps 
Francis  P^liot 
Thos.  Carlton 
James  Hartshorn 
George  Wiley 
Ebenezcr  Ilolt 
Reuben  Holt 
%S^iil'"  Steward 
Will"^'  Mrlendv 
Tho^  Wakefield 
Joseph  Bouttell 
Benj-^  Davis 
Tho^  Clark 
Jonathan  Small 
Andrew  Bixebe 
Samuel  McKeen 
Xahiun  Ealdwing 
Andrew  Davis 
Elisha  Felton 
Joseph  EUinwood 
James  Cochren 
Joseph  Bouttel 
Reuben  Bouttel 
Thomas  Bouttel 
Amos  Bouttel 
Jonathan  Lund 
Simson  Stev, ard 
Sam'  Stearns 
Timothv  Smith 
■W--"  Odill 
John  Dunckle ' 
Joseph  Prince 
Closes  Walton 
John  Seetown 
Josiah  ( ?)  Petingill 
Benj"  Kenrick 
Eben''  EUinwood  3d 
Eben'  EUinwood 
Bart*-  Dod'.re 
Thomson  Maxwell 
Timothy  Nichols 
Peter  Goss 
]")avid  Hartshorn 
William  Hogg 
John  Hartshorn 
127  Signers 
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Voic  of  Amherst  Relative  to  Monson   April  lo  1766, 

At  a  Legal  Meeting:  «f  the  Town  of  Amherst  in  the  Pn^vince 
of  Xew  Hampshire  Held  on  the  Tenth  day  of  April  A.  D. 
1766, 

Voted  that  the  following  part  of  the  Town  of  Monson,  with 
the^ People  thereon,  may  be  annexed  or  joined  to  this  Town, 
and  enjoy  all  Priviledges  and  imunities  in  comon  with  the  same 
viz  Begiiiing  at  the  Northeast  Corner  of  said  Mon.sou  from 
thence  South  by  the  Town  of  ]Merry-mack  two  Miles  from 
thence  due  West  to  the  West  Line'  of  said  Monson.  then 
North  to  Souhegan  River  so  called,  then  Down  said  River  to 
the  bounds  first  mentioned.  Upon  the  following  Condition 
and  not  other^vise,  that  is  to  say  they  the  People  of  said  Mon- 
son to  be  at  the  Expence  of  Geting'die  Thing  Done 

John  Shhi-ard  jun.  Town  Clerk. 
Copy  A'ttest  John  Shepard  jun  Town  Clerk 


Pctiiion   of    fon.    SJiepard  jniir  in  behalf  of  Amherst 
fan  26,  1 771. 

To  His  Excelkncy  John  Wentwordi  Es'}.  Capt.  Gen'  Gov- 
ernor cvc  of  the  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  To  the  Hon- 
ourable his  ^Lajestys  Council  of  said  Province. 
The  Selectmen  of  Amherst  in  the  same  Province,  Beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Excellency  and  Hon"  that  a  Number  ot"  those 
persons  that  Inhabit  those  Lands  formerly  Called  Monson  but 
lately  joined  to  said  Amherst  have  lately  signified  their  inten- 
tion of  Prefering  a  Petition  to  your  Excellencv  &  Honors,  in 
which  they  should  pray  to  have  said  Amherst  Laid  into  two 
parrishes  And  some  of  them  are  so  Sanguine  about  it  as  to 
suppose  the  thing  may  be  Done  at  first  asking  without  Noti- 
fying the  To\vn  of  it,  if  so  it  must  be  submitted  to,  but  the 
Petitioners  are  Humbly  of  Opinion  that  such  a  proceedure 
must  be  very  Detrimental  to  by  f:ir  the  greater  part,  eveji  more 
than  two  thirds  of  the  People,  and  being  bound  to  think  that 
your  Excellency  &  Hon"  cannot  be  prevailed  with  to  do  any 
thing  Tending  "to  hurt  the  Civil  and  Religious  Polity  of  any 
Incorporation  Therefore  in  behalf  of  said  Town  Prav  that  if 
such  their  petition  should  be  prcfered  as  aforesaid  that  previous 
to  granting  the  Prayer  thereof  The  people  of  said  Amherst 
may  be  Notified  and  heard  thereon  xVnd  your  Petitioners  will 
Pray  By  Desire  of  said  Selectnien. 
Dated  26'-'- January  1771. 

JoHx  Shepard  Jun  Tovrn  Clerk. 
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Petition  for  a  Road  from  Charlcsto'jon  to  Amherst  1773, 

To  ills  Exccllencs-  John  Wentworth  Esq''  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  chief  in  and  over  His  Majestys  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  sanie 

To  the  Iloa'''--^  His  Majesties  Council,  and  to  the  Hon''-*-'  His 
Majesties  House  of  Representatives  In  General  Assembly 
Convened 

Tl;e  Petition  ofjotham  Blanchard  In  Behalf  of  Himself 
Reuhen  Kidder  Esq'  and  Others  Humbly  Sheweth  that  your 
Petitioners  are  at  great  Inconvenience  as  to  roads  from  Cha'rles- 
to\vn^(in  said  Province)  to  this  ^Metropolis,  that  Your  Petition- 
ers Humbly  Conceive  a  Road  may  be^made  from  Charlestown 
Through  the  Towns  of  Acworth/Lenister  Campden  Monad- 
nock  number  seven  to  that  Tract  of  Land  known  by  the  name 
of  Masons  Proprietors  Reservation,  or  Society  Land,  that  the 
same  road  maybe  Continued  toPetersborough,'&  Lyndsborough 
to  Amherst  where  there  is  sulhcieut  roads"  to  any  Part  of  this 
or  t'le  neighboring  Governments,  and  your  Petitioners  Pray 
"^  our  Excellency  and  Honours  to  Cause  an  act  of  said  Province 
to  be  made  and  Passed,  for  the  said  road  to  be  surveyed  and 
made  Passable  Through  said  Town  in  the  most  direct" manner 
Possible  and  that  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  would  ap- 
point a  Committee  of  Two  or  more  ^Iqw  Capable  of  surveving 
and  making  said  Road  at  the  Cost  and  Charge  of  the  Proprie- 
tors that  o\vnsand  Holds  the  Land  in  the  said  Towns,  and  that, 
shoud  those  Proprietors  Refuse  to  pay  said  Cost  and  Charge 
that  tlic  Lands  within  said  Towns  may  be  subject  to  be  sold  in 
such  Pi-oportiou  as  may  pay  the  same  or  in  some  other  way 
which  may  appear  to  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  to  be  most 
Conducive  to  the  facilitating  the  Settlement  of  those  New 
Towns  wh.ich  are  iu  their  Infancv  as  to  their  settlements,  and 
Pray  that  Your  Excellejicy  and  Honours  To  Take  the  forgoing 
Petition  into  Your  Wise  Consideration  and  Grant  such  Relief 
as  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  in  Your  Great  \\'isdom  shall 
think  Best  and  Your  Petitioners  shall  ever  Pray. 

JOTHAM   BlAN'CHARD. 

May  13'"  1773.  

Petit io)i  of  the  County  of  Ilillsboroug-h  1774. 

Province  of  1  .,...  ,  , 

New  Hampshire  /  H'll^borough  ss 

To  the  Hon^^  The  Justices  of  His  Majestys  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  Holden  at  Amherst  within  and  for  said 
County  on  the  i7"^Dav  of  August  A  D  1773  by  adjourn- 
ment from  the  first  Thursday  next  following  the  first  Tuesday 
of  July  1773 — 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscrihers  Freeholders  of  the  Respec- 
tive  Towns  of  Amherst,    Hollis,  Xev»-  Ipswich,   Nottingham 
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West,  Dunstable,  Litchfield.  Merrymuc.  Bedford.  Derrvfield, 
Goflcs  Town,  Dunbiirtoii,  Ilopkiatou,  Wcare,  M.i^vVli,  New 
Boston,  Lyndsboi-ough,  AVilton,  Temple,  PeterboioLi;.;!'..  Bos- 
cawen,  Salisbury  and  Hennikar  all  in  said  County  wbich  said 
Petitioners  are  Agents  Legally  Chosen  and  Constitutetl  for  the 
said  Towns,  Whereof  they  are  Freeholders  and  In!ui!>itants 

Humbly  Shews  That  in  the  Month  of  Septcm''  177-.  an  ac- 
tion was  brought  by  John  Holland  of  Amherst  af(;resaid 
Yeoman  (a  Deputy  Sheriff  for  said  Connty)  against  one  Joseph 
Keliey  of  Nottingham  \\'est  in  said  Countv  Gentlemen,  Re- 
turnable at  tlie  then  next  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to 
be  Holden  at  Amherst  aforesaid  for  said  County  in  October 
A  D  1772  v,"ho  for  want  of  Bail  was  Committed  to  his  ^NLajes- 
ty's  Goal  at  Amherst  aforesaid  That  the  said  Lif'"  Couit  action 
came  o:\  to  be  tryed  at  Ocf  Court  aforesaid  at  Amiier->t,  and 
the  said  Kelly  then  a  prisener  ]Sloved  by  One  Mr.  Stephen 
Searlcs  his  attorney  that  he  might  either  have  Liberty  to  be 
present  at  the  Tryal  of  that  Cause  and  some  others  then  and 
there  pending  wherein  he  the  said  Keliey  was  a  party,  or  that 
said  Causes  miglit  be  Continued  until  he  could  be  present. 

Notwithstanding  which  their  PTonours  the  Justices  of  the 
said  PriP  Court  Ordered  the  said  Kelly  to  be  Defaulted,  and 
enter'd  Judgment  against  him  in  fa^'or  of  said  Holland  tor  the 
sum  of  X'S^  Lavrfid  Money  or  thereabouts.  Damage-,  cs:  Costs, 
and  the  said  Keliey  being  confind  in  said  Goal  by  \'irtue  of  a 
Writ  Issuing  out  of  s'  Court  v,-as  under  the  protection  of  the 
same  That  to  call  him  Out  without  giving  him  the  power  of 
being  present  was  Requiring  an  Inrpossibilit}-  and  that  the  said 
Cause  ought  to  have  been  Continued  by  the  said  Court  ofhcially. 

That  on  the  14*''  Day  of  October  a' D  1772  said  Kelly  with 
one  John  Thorn  who  was  confmed  in  said  Goal  for  Debt,  made 
their  Escape  out  of  said  Goal 

That  this  Hon''^'^  Court  at  their  adjournment  in  June  last 
upon  application  by  s'd  Holland,  made  a  Grant  to  him  of  £83 
Lawful'  !Money  or'thereabouts  for  s'd  Judgment  Obtained  as 
aforesaid  as  your  Petitioners  Plumbly  conceived  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  ZMonies  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  s'd 
County  That  s'd  Kelly  before  the  s'd  14"'  Day  of  October 
had  nearly  Effected  his  Escape  That  the  Sheriff  of  said 
County  accepted  of  a  Guard  (Order d  by  this  Hon*''"-  Court) 
for  the  greater  safety  of  the  Prisoners  that  he  had  from  time  to 
time  placed  a  guard  as  your  Petitioners  are  informed  Dismis.sed 
s*^  Guard  on  the  evening  of  the  1^^^  of  the  s'^  October. 

That  your  Petitioners  are  Likewise  informed  that  s''  Kelly 
frequently  gave  out  that  he  Intended  to  make  his  Escape  on 
the  s'^  14'-''  Day  of  October. 

That  your  Petitioners  apprehend  that  the  s^  SheritTA\as  very 
neeliifent  of  his  Duty  not  attending  the  Goal  himself,  and  suf- 
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fcrin;^  all  his  Deputvs  &  Servants  to  be  out  of  Town  011s' 
Day." 

That  the  Towns  your  Petitioners  luivc  the  Honour  to  Repre- 
sent with  the  lesser  Ones,  have  very  cheerfullv  borne  the  charges 
tS:  Expenses  of  the  County  afors*^  hitherto  ;  which  liave  amounted 
to  Divers  Large  Sums. of  ^Money,  and  are  still  willing  to  bear 
tiie  Necessary  Charges  &  Expenses  of  s'"'  Countv  and  even  for 
the  Escaped  aforesaid,  were  they  not  apprehensive  that  some 
unfaithfulness  or  undue  Practice  was  the  sole  cause  of  said 
Escape. 

That  the  good  and  Wholesome  Laws  of  this  Province  give 
to  M'^  Holland  and  other  Claimants  other  good  Remcd\s  for 
Recovering  their  Demands  without  Burthening  the  Countv. 

Wherefore  Your  Petitioners  as  Agents  for  the  several  Tuwns 
afores'd  vrhich  make  the  greatest  part  of  the  Countv  aforesaid 
Humbly  Pray  that  your  Honours  would  sufleryour  Petitioners 
to  State  with  Evidence  the  yotoi-ioiis  Pacts  before  hinted  at, 
and  be  heard  by  Couticil  on  the  Premises — And  that  voui 
Hon"""  will  be  pleased  to  reconsider  the  Grant  aforesaid  n)ade 
to  s'd  Holland  and  direct  the  Treasurer  of  s'd  Coimtv  not  tc 
pay  the  Same  and  be  TendediJ:)  of  making  further  Grants  on 
account  of  s'  Keller  &  Thorns  Escape — and  your  Petitioners 
as  in  Dutj-  Bound  shall  ever  Pray. 

Amherst  aug'"'  loth  1773 

Benj"  Kennick       1  ,^  -.^      ,.  \      i        ^ 

r^      ■  ■,  r-         u   II  >  ^-ommittee  Irom  Amherst 
Dciniel  Campbell  j 

%V"illiani  Nevens  '\ 

Nath'  Ball  ^  Committee  from  Holies 

Elnathan  Blood  J 

Isaac  How     1  ^  -^^      c         t        ■  u 

T-     ,  r,  -  Committee  trom  Ipswich 

iim'  t  arrar  j  ^ 

Abraham  Patre        )  r^  ■..       ,.         -v-  ^l-      u    wr     . 

-V-  ,        .   ,    I  r'^  „        •  Committee  tror.i  jNOttinfrh.  West 
jsehemiah  Hadley  j  ° 

James  Blanchard  ] 

Jon*  Lovewell        V  Committee  from  Dunstable 

Joseph  Whiting    j 

Tohn  Parker       )  ^  ..,       r         t    ..  i  ^   1  j 

Vx      -IT'      J   1,    •  Committee  from  Ivitchheld 
Daniel  Kendall  > 

Jon.  Blanchard  ] 

John  Neal  >-  Committee  from  Merrvmac 

William  Alld     j 

James  Martin  Committee  Man  from  Bedford 

James  McCalley  Committee  Derrytield 

Tames  Karn  )  ;-.  -^.x.      r    _  r-    jt   t   ,.  ., 

i,  T -.,.1    '- Committee  from  (jotf=.  lown 

Moses  Little  j 

Caleb  Page  Committee  from  Dunbarton 

Stephen  Harriman  'i  ^  •,.      .-    „  ii^„i  ;„»^„ 

^,  '.  ,     ,       r-      11  -  Committee  trom  tiopkinton 
"  Christopher  Gomd  j 

Jon- Dow  _      I  Committee  from  Wer.re 

bamuel  Phubnciij 
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Abijah  Allen         1 

David  Blodg^ett     r  Committee  from  Mal^on 

Reuben  liosn'erj 

Archibald  McMillan )  ,-,  .  ^      ,         v-       t.     ,. 

T  /'   11      11  ^  Lonimittee  from  New  boston 

James  Caldwell  J 

John  Stephenson")  ,-,  -.^      r         t        i  u  u 

X-   .ui  i>i    1  ^  Committee  Irom  L,vnd.>borou<rh 

iSath'  rhelps  j  -  '^ 

Jon"  Martin  )_  Chosen  bv  the  Major  part  of  the  Freeholders 

William  Abbott  Jrj       of  \\'ilto;i 

John  Crai^in  Jr  )  ^  -^l       r  t         i 

t-  ,  Lj        -' J   ■  Committee  from  lemnle 

bamuel  lio\vara  j  ' 

William  Smith )  ,-,  -.^       .-  d  .     ■  i 

T   ,      ,-  -  Committee  trom  FeterDorouirh 

John   1  oung      j  =" 

Henrv  Gerrlsh  )  ^,  .  .       ^         ,-, 

T>  ^    "t--     u   n    •- Committee  tromi  Iioscawen 

Feter  Kimball  j 

Jonas  Bo"vvman  ComtiTittee  from  Iiennikar 

Ebenezer  ^^'ebste^  1  ,-,  ..,       .-      r.  ,-  , 

U,    1,  '  Committee  tor  ijahsbury 

oseph  Bean  j  -^ 

Copy  Attest 

J.  Holland. 

Atig  y"  iS*^  A  D  1773  at  his  Majestys  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  held  by  adjournment  the  QLiestion  ^vas  put 
whether  the  Court  v.-ould  Iccue  an  order  to  the  treasurer  to 
revoke  the  former  order  and  it  passed  in  the  Negative  Ordereil 
therefore  that  the  uetition  be  Dismissed. 

Copy  Attest  J.  Holland. 

This  Petition  is  Dismiss'd. 


Petitio?i  relating  to  M01/S071. 

To   the   Honerable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 

General  Assembly  ooii\ein"d f  n-  the  State  of  Xew  Hampshire 

the  second  Tuesday  of  June  17S2. 
The  Petition  of  the  subscribers  Humbly  S/ieivs 

That  vour  Petitioners.  Inhabitants  on  a  tract  of  Land  Lying 
between  Sowhegan  Ri\  er  and  tlie  town  o'i  Hollis  (according 
to  its  first  Charter)  which  tract  was  once  incorperated  into  a 
Township  In-  the  name  of  Monson  but  at  the  time  such  incor- 
pation  took"  place,  the  inhabitants  thereof  were  but  few  in 
number  and  unable  then  to  Suport  the  Charge  of  a  town  and 
Comonlv  attended  public  Worship  at  Hollis  and  Amherst. 

That  "about  the  year  1770  a  proposal  was  set  on  Foot  for 
Monson  to  be  devid'ed  and  by  new  Charters  anexed  to  tlie  said 
towns,  but  not^vitiistanding  the  same  was  considerably  opposed 
by  many  of  the  Inhabitants  Both,  of  Monson  and  Amherst  the 
same  has  taken  place  and  your  Petitioners  have  been  at  nnich 
Public  Expence  in  sa-'d  Towns  by  reason  of  being  ancivcd  to 
them. 
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TIuU  the  Contents  of  Monson  are  at  least  Hve  miles  Squav 
;i!ul  llu:  Ltind  as  good  as  Land  Generally  is  in  this  part  of  th 
Country  and  is  now  become  considerably  settled  and  increase 
<lavlv  in  Improvement  and  inhabitants,  and  are  now  able  t 
Kv.ip  the  Ik-nefit  of  an  incorporation  if  they  might  Obtain  sue 
a  favour  as  they  now  consist  of  at  least  elghtv  tive  Familvs. 

Tluit  your  Petitioners  are  not  unacquainted  of  a  certain  Pet: 
tion's  Now  being  before  this  Assembh'  Signed  by  a  number  o: 
persons  residing  in  what  was  formerlv  ^lonson,  Join'd  bv  t 
Number  Living  in  Amherst  (according  to  the  first  Charter) 
Praying  for  Certain  matters  as  in  the  said  Petition  is  ISIentionec 


Tliat  the  Contents  of  Monson  are  at  least  five  miles    Square 
'        -        ■  -  -    lie 

:reases 
...._,._.  ...   ^...^-..^ ,  ww.^..v  ......   ........ ........ ,.0,   c.va  c.v- ..v^>.  able  to 

Keaj)  the  Ik-nefit  of  an  incorporation  if  they  might  Obtain  such 
a  favour  as  they  now  consist  of  at  least  elghtv  five  Familvs. 

Tliat  your  Petitioners  are  not  unacquainted  of  a  certain  Peti- 
tion's Now  being  before  this  Assembh'  Signed  by  a  number  of 

a 

0 

--.■-,.--   ~ ; : ^ ..ed 

and  as  the  Matters  Contained  in  these  Petitions  are  ot  much 
importance  to  both  setts  of  Petitioners  a  Consideration  of  this 
tlieir  request  Previous  to  a  final  determination  of  tlie  Petition 
above»aluded  to  m;iy  Produce  such  a  Law  as  will  reconcile  all 
parties  and  promote  their  Weal,  Peace  and  Concord.  Your 
i'etitioners  therefore  most  Ilumhly  prav  that  vour  Iloners  will 
Take  the  Premises"  (in  all  its  parts)  under  your  wise  Consider- 
ation and  Give  them  Leave  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill  as  will  Place 
tlie  Antlant  Town  of  Monson  in  its  former  Situation  as  to 
Boundaries,  and  invest  them  with  such  Priviledges  and  imuni- 
ties  as  other  Towns  in  this  State  hold  and  do  Enirne  Your 
I'etitioner^  can't  thin.k  a  Motion  of  this  kind  v/ill  be  opposed 
by  either  of  the  Towns  of  Hollis  or  Amh.erst  as  they  ai'e  large 
both  as  to  extent  and  inhabitants,  &:  should  your  Petitioners  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  a  Bill  passed  in  their  favour  as  to  an 
incorporation  they  will  be  Willing  still  to  pay  towards  suport- 
ing  the  Gospel  in  the  respective  Towns  thev  now  belong  to  till 
they  sh;dl  }vlaintain  Preaching  among  themselves  a  very  Con- 
siderable part  of  the  time  and  as  tills  tlonerable  Assembly  can 
nave  no  other  thing  in  view  but  the  Peace  and  good  Order  of 
all  parts  of  the  State  they  represent  your  Petitioners  are  en- 
couraged to  hope  for  a  grant  of  their  Request  in  such  a  way 
and  manner  as  sh.all  seem  best  to  vour  Honers  and  your  Peti- 
tioners as  in  Dutv  I^ound  shall  ever  pray  &c 
Dated  Amherst  May  23d  1782. 

Jo.^iah  Kidder  juner  Jonas  Shiittuck 

Xeheniiah  French  Ebner  Gibson 

Benj'  Messer  Elcazer  L'sher 

Jo.st.ph  French  John  Stearns 

Jo>eph  Wood  Tunothy  Emerson  Junr. 

Ivory  Ffovev  Jonathan  Lovejoy 

^^'illiaITl  French  David  Duncklee 

Oliver  Bowers  David  ^\'allin^'^o^d 

Jerathiucel  Colburn  Simeon  Blood 

William  French  ]"■  John  Stearns  Jun' 

^\'il!iam  Patten  juner  Ed^vard  Foster 

Robert  Perkins  Stearns  Xeedham 

Ti!nf)tliy  Emerson  Jo--luia  Clark 

Silas  Spaulding  John  Whiting 
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Jo^iah  Kidder  John  Dutton 

Daniel  Kidder  Abraham  Lenian 

Jonat '  l^anlbrth  Jonathan  Spaulding 

[otham  btearr.s  \\'illiam  Peacock 

Thomas  Emerson  Benjamin  Emerson 

We  the  Subscribers  think  the  foregoing  requested  incorpo- 
rations will  be  more  for  our  and  the  public  good  than  the 
privileges  asked  for  in  a  former  petition  now  depending  before 
this  Honorable  House  to  which  we  were  subscribers,  and 
therefore  humbly  request  that  the  same  may  be  granted  in 
preference  to  the  matters  contained  in  the  said  farmer  petition. 

Stepiikx  How 
Samuel  How. 
Dated  May  y^  23d  17S3. 


ATKINSON  AND  PLAISTOW. 

[For  a  number  of  p.ip.ers  relntin?  to  tbe.^e  towns  .-i^e  P!ai.<toir,  on  suhsenuent  pa:xe5. 
Atkin.-:oti  wa.-.  0!:c  o:  t!ie  !ir-t  toWn.s  incovporatfil  umit-r  ti-.e  adiiiausn-atiuu  ot  Uov. 
John  Wentworia.    The  chnrter  l.oari  date  3d  September,  1707.— Ed.] 

A    P^tiiioii  from  Flaisioiv. 

To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth   Esq'  Governor  and 

Commander  in  Cheaf  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  ot 

New  Hampshire  in  New  England,  and    to   the   Honourable 

His  Maiesties   Councill,  and   to   the   Honourable  House   of 

Representatives  in  Generill  Court  assembled  ^^c. 

the   Humble   Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  inHabitance   of 

the  North  West  Part  of  the   town   of  Plaistow  in   s'  Province- 

Humblv  shevv-eth   that   we   are   so    Remote  from  the    Place  of 

the  Publick  worship  of  God   in   said  town  of  Plastow  that  we 

cannot  attend  the  same  without  Great  Difeculty  and  whereas 

we  are  verv  convenient  to  the  Place  of  the  Publick  worship  of 

God   in   the  town  of  Hampstead.  we    therefore    Humbly  Pray 

your  Excellencv  and  Honours  to  take  our  Dificult  Case  under 

your  wise   Consideration  and   if  in  vour  wisdom   you   should 

think  Proper  to  Set  of  s^^  Northv/est  Part  of  s"^  town  of  Plastow 

the  Line  to  Run  from  the  Pine  in  Cloughs  meadow  (so  called) 

South  v.esterlv  to  .a  white  oake  tree  near  Cornet  John  Ingalls     \ 

barn  thence  on  the  Southerlv  side  of  his  Land  to  his  Southwest 

Corner  bounds   and  from   thence   Still   South  westerly  to  the 

Bridge   over   Providence   brook   near  John   Curriers  house  at 

Salem  Line  and  so  bv  Salem  Line  to  Hampstead  Line  cS:  so  to 

the  first  Bounds  and  Annex  us  to  the  s'4ownof  Hampstead  you 

will  Greatly  oblige  your  Humble  Petitioners  and  diey  shall  as 

in  Duty  bound  Ever  Pray  &c. 

Dated  Plastow  aprll  y"  11  :  1766. 
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John  Kellv  Benjamin  Piiilbrick 

S'athim   Watts  Thomas  Little 

Henjaniiu  Richards  Jun.  John  InL;ails 

Micaiah  Moriel  Reuben  Mills 

Joseph  Brovv-n  Ezekiel  Belknap 

Joseph  Chandler  James  Little 

lohn  Morrill  Closes  Kelly 

thornas  Chaney  junr.  Moses  Brown 

Moses  poor  Thomas  Whitaker 

Benjamin  Emery  Moses  Whitaker 

Province  of  1  In  Council   June   26-''  1766     Read   ii:   Ordered  to  be  Sent 

New  Ilarap  /      do^wn  to  the  Hon''""  Assembly 

T.  Atkinson  Jun'  Sec'y. 


Provinc^-  ot     \  J     the  House  of  Representatives  June  26^''  1766. 
New  Hamps-  j  t-  j  1 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  the  within  Petition  the  .-econd 
Day  of  the  siting  of  the  General  Assembly  After  the  rirst  Day  of  Sep- 
tember next  and  that  the  Petitioners  at  their  Own  Cost  Cause  the 
Selectmen  of  PlastO'V/  to  be  Served  with  a  copy  of  this  Peticion  and 
order  of  Court  that  they  may  shew  Cause  if  any  they  have  why  the 
Piaver  thereof  Should  not  be  Granted 

>J.  Weake  Clk. 

In  Council  Eodem  Die 

Read  i:  Concurr'd  T.  Atkinson  Junr.  Secry. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Plastow  : — Gent"- 

We  the  Subscribers  Desire  that  you  would  Put  into  the 
warning  of  our  Next  Town  meeting  To  See  if  the  Town  will 
Joyn  wTth  that  Part  of  our  Parldi  that  Live  on  the  South  Side 
of  the  Province  line  to  Chuse  a  Committee  to  fix  a  place  for  a 
meeting  House  To  vStand  that  shall  be  most  convenient  for  the 
s''  town  cc  Parish  in  so  Doing  jou'll  much  oblige  your  Humble 
Petitioners. 
Aug  lo*'^  17^4 
John  Knight  Benj"-  Hale 

Abel  Merrill  Joseph  Knight 

William  Bradly  tnoch  Xoyes 

Abel  Merril  ju-'  Oliver  Knight 

J(;hn  Merrill  Stephen  Knight 

Nath^  Knight  Joshua  Knight 

It  is  bv  the  Desire  of  Several  that  hav'nt  yet  signed. 
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JRcqiicst  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Plaisto~JO  to  the  Select  mcu^  i7^4- 
To  the  Seloctmeu  of  the  T<i\vn  of  Plastow,  Gents. 

We  the  Subscribers  Desu-e  that  you  would  forthwith  warn  a 
meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  oi  s''  town  &  Put  into  tlie  warning 
of  s'^  meeting  to  see  if  the  Town  will  Joyn  with  that  Fart  ol 
our  Parish  that  live  in  ILwerliill  &  vote  that  the  meeting 
House  for  our  s''  Parish  Shall  Stand  in  the  Center  of  the  same  : 
if  not  voted  :  2  To  see  if  our  town  will  vote  to  Sett  a  nieeting 
House  in  the  Center  of  s'^  town  :   if  not  voted 

3  To  see  if  the  town  or  Parish  will  Chuse  a  committee  to 
Place  the  meeting  House  for  us  according  to  their  Discretion 
In  so  Doing  you'll  greatly  oblige  yoiu'  Humble  Petitioners 

TvIoSES  BI-.LKXAP. 

Se-y  iS''^  1764 
Tristnini  KniLrht  Abner  Plumer 
James  Little  '  Peter  HarrinvAn 
'^zc\^itap  Belknap  John  Harrinian 
Moses  Kellv  Mo>es  Greenougli 
Stephen  Dole  Joshua  Knight 
Jolm  Iny-alls  John  Don- 
Reuben  >Ii!ls  Stephen  Whittaker 
Jo.-hua  Keilv  John  Mori-:!! 
IBenjamin  Einery  JMicajah  Morrill 
John  Stevens     '  Thomas  Whitaker 
Nath-'  Watts  Stephen  Kniyht 
David  Currier  John  Dow  Jutr 
Joseph  Hale  Ebenezer  Kniyht 
Jesse  Pa<^e  Richard  Brown 
Benjamiu  Riehards  William  Brown 
Daniel  Richards  Samuel  Little 
Benja  Richards  Jun  Joseph  Little 
Benj  Stone  Tun'  Leonard  Harrinian 
Aaron  Copp  Nehemiah  Heath 
Robert  Greenou^'h  Edmund  Paii:e 
Rbert  (?)  Morrifl  Thomas  Whitaker 
Joseph  Kniijht  Stephen  Whitaker 
John  Merrill  Benj'  Richards  Jun. 
Tristram  Kniijht  John  Morrill 
Oliver  Kni>4-ht  Miciah  Morrill 
John  Kellv^  Jon^  Poor 
Enoch  XoVes  Daniel  Poor  Jun. 
Benja  Hale  Stephen  Kni-ht 
Benj  Stone  Oliver  Knight 
John  Trusell  Asa  Page 
Jonathan  Hunt  Joseph  Xoyes 
Stevens  Merrill  Samuel  Little 
Joseph  Smith  John  Dole 
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Petition  to  be  set  off  as  a  Parish. 
T-.  Pfis  Excellency  Bennin,s:Went\vorth  Esq  :  Captain  General 
and  Commander  in  Chiefof  His  Majesty's  Province  of  New- 
Hampshire  ;    To  the  Honourable  His  Majesty's  Council,  and 
the  Honourable  House  of  Representatives. 
The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Westerly  part   of  the 
Town  ot  Plastow-  Shewetli,  that  by  reason  of  the 'many  &  crj-eat 
dii^iculties  they  undergo  in  attending  the   Publick  Worshfp  of 
Gud,  at  the  Meeting  House  wlierc  it  no^v  stands,  throu-h  the 
great  custance  ot  their  dwellings  therefrom,  and  that  Meetin'^- 
1  louse   IS  not  large   enough   to  Acommodato  more  th-m  One 

Halt  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town 

And  as  it%yould  be  greatly  to  the  Benefit  of  vour  Petitioners 
and  prevent  Stnte  and  Discord  among  the  Inhabitants,  and  also 
tend  to  the  advancement  of  the  GospeL  vour  Petitioners  humbly 
request  that  the  Westerly  Half  of  said  town  may  be  set  ot^'  as  a 
Distm^ct  Tow-n,  or  Parish,  the  Dividing  Line  to 'run  as  follow^- 
edi,  \  iz.  Beginning  at  the  North  East  corner  of  Benjamin  & 
Ebenr  Hale's  Land,  from  thence  running  a  straight  Line  to  the 
Bridge  near  Ebeaezer  Eaton's,  from  thence  runnin"-  by  the 
Brook   unto   the   Road  near   David    Brvant's  -wd  h 


-  —  -  -...-  -rom  tliencc 
running  by  said  Road  unto  the  Province  Line.  Your  huml>le 
Petitioners  desire  your  Excellency  and  Honours  'o  take  our 
Case  into  your  wise  Consideration'and  grant  us  tluit  Relief  and 
Lencfit  which  to  your  Wisdom  Shall  Seem  meet.  And  your 
Humble  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray 
Plastow  ^l^\  \--  20  I ~^G(>. 

N.  Peabody  Stephen  Knii^^ht 

Joseph  Parker  '  Nathaniel  Pa^e 

Ebenezer  Eatoia  Ebenezer  Chaplin 

Tames  Xoyes  Joseph  Pa<^'e 

Mary  Hale  Asa  Haseltine 

Daniel  Richards  Joseph  Xovcs 

Moses  Belknap  [ohn  Kni-ht 

Nath-^  watts  Thomas  Noves 

TohnmorriU  Xath  Kniijht 

Micajah  Morrill  Benj'  Huie 

Josep  hill  ordway  Joseph  Kniijht 

William  Brown  fohn  Merrill 

Joshua  Emery  "loshua  Kni-ht 

Jonathan  Whittaker  Samuel  Little 

Eben^  Hale  John  Brown 

Tristram  Knight  Enoch  Noves 

John  French  Richard  Brown 

John  Dow  Ebenezer  Knif-ht 

John  Dow  Jr.  John  Kni:,'ht  fr. 

Jesse  Paije  Oliver  Kni-ht 

Benjamin  Richards  Stephen  Dole 

Edmund  Pa?e  Moses  Whittaker 

Thomas  Whittaker  Daniel  Hadley 
David  Currier 
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Pro V*"  of       "I  In    Council    June  26''  1766  read    &   ordered  to  be   Sent 
New  Hanip'  j      down  to  the  Hon''''-'  Assembly 

T.  Atkixsox  Junr.  Secy. 
Province  of   "1  In  the    House   of   Representatives  June  26'''  1766     The 
New  Hamp"''  /      within  Petition  being  Read  and  Considered 

Voted  Tiiat  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  Second  Day  of  the 
Siting  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  first  Dav  of  September  next 
and  that  the  Petitioners  at  their  Own  Cost  Cause  the  Selectmen  of 
Plastow  to  be  Served  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  and  Order  of  Court 
that  they  may  Shew  Cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  Praver  thereof 
should  not  be  Granted 

M.  Weare  CV 
In  Council  Eodem  Die 

Read  X  Concurred  T.  Atkinson  Secy. 

At  a  Legal  Town  meeting-  riolden  at  the  meeting-  house  in 
Piasto-'.v  October  y'  9,  1764  Capt.  Jonathan  Carlton  was 
Chosen  moderator 

Then  Voted  That  tlie  meeting  house  Should  Stand  V\'hare 
it  Now  is  Ten  vears 

A  True  Coppy  Taken  out  of  the  Town  Rook  of  Records 
JoxATiiAN  Kimball  Town  Clerk 

Plastow  November  y®  3,  1766  . 


Daniel  Hadlcy  a^'ainsi  the  division  of  Puiistozc,  1766. 

To  the  General  Court  for  the  Provence  of  Xew  Hampshire 
1  would  Inrbrmi  your  Honours  that  it  is  A'ery  uiuch  ag-ainst  my 
mind  that  the  town  of  Plastow  Should  Be  Devided  or  made 
into  t\vo  Tov.'ns  or  Parishes  for  the  Petition  that  was  Entred 
with  your  Honnors  the  26  Day  of  June  Last  that  I  signed  I  was 
over  Persuaded  to  sign  the  Constabel  Promising  me  that  if  I 
would  signe  said  Petition  he  wovdd  [wait]  a  Grate  while  one 
me  for  my  Rates  Avhich  I  then  owed  to  him. 

Plastow  Dece-mbe:  12*  1766. 

Daniel  ILvdley. 


jfoshita  Emery  a^-aif;si  the  division  of  Piaisfozv. 

To  the  General  Cort  for  the  Provence  of  Xew  Hampshire  : 
I  would  inform  vour  Hoiuiors  that  it  is  my  mind  that  the  town 
of  Plastow  shoidd  be  cept  to  Gethcr  as  it  is  at  this  Day  and 
the  reason  of  my  signing  a  pettition  that  I  signed  that  was 
Entred  in  the  Cort  June  26  Last  past  was  Because  they  told 
me  that  a  part  of  bur  town  was  a  Going  to  be  Enexed  to  Ham- 
sted  which  I  am  Aery  much  a  Gainst.  But  I  should  be  very 
willing  chat  thev  that  Have  Signed  to  Go  to  Hamsted  might 
have  Liberty  to  pay  their  minester  Rate  at  Hamsted  for  eight 
or  ten  year  if  it  is  their  Desier. 

JosHL'.v  Emery. 

Plastovy- Jenuery  i,  1767. 
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New  Hampshire.     In  the  House  of  Representatives  Aug  26,   1767 

The  Petitioners  being  heard  on  this  Petition  and  also  the  Objections 
I'eard  and  Considered. 

\'oted  That  the  Praver  of  the  Petition  be  Granted  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordinglv. 

M.  Weark  Cl^ 
In  Council.  August  rS  ^  1767 

Read  ^  Concurred  T.  Atkinson  Jun'  Secv. 


yfonorial  or  letter  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ila-jcrhill  to 
the  to-j:n  of  Plaisto'u:.  1767. 

BREi'irKREN — though  By  ye  Devition  Line  Betv»-een  the 
pro\in.:e-^  we  were  Seperated  from  yoii  yet  Bv  inckilgence  from 
ye  masechusets  we  have  contuiued  to  worship  v\-ith  you  & 
cherfully  to  pay  our  proportion  ^towards  the  maintainance  of 
yc  Gospel  <5;  after  the  Death  of  our  former  minister  v.'e  imited 
with  you  in  the  Settlement  of  another  whom  we  Ju'^thv'  Esteem 
Sz  Venerate  and  in  considisention  to  a  Number  who  apeared 
uneasy  about  the  Situation  af  the  meeting  House  we  united 
with  you  in  the  choice  o'i  a  committee  &  were  at  considerable 
Expence  in  Hopes  to  Give  them  Satisfaction.  They  Not  Being 
Easy  Have  obtened  a  Devition  af  vour  Town  Taking  awav  By 
farr  the  Best  Part  of  the  Land  your  Numbers  Being  hereby 
Greatly  Deminished  manv  of  those  Left  Being  of  a  Sectarien 
Spirit,  these  and  manv  other  things  Being  considered  we  cant 
But  Earnestly  Entreat  that  as  vou  value  the  interest  of  Religeon 
you  would  by  Every  proper  method  seek  Imediate  Rcleaf  from 
those  who  we  trust  will  Delight  to  promote  Both  your  Civill  &; 
Sacred  interest.  Otherwise  we  fear  you  will  be  So  Devided 
that  we  shall  be  obleged  to  Seperate  from  you  &  seek  to  be 
united  to  Some  other  Neighbor  vSosiety  the  most  Distant  tho't 
ot  which  we  heartilv  Deplore  Being  perfectlv  SatisHed  with 
our  Beloved  pastor  who  has  Devoted  Himself  to  y■\^•ork  of 
y'  Gospel  ministry  among  us  &  in  \vhose  ministry  you  &  we 
have  Enjoyed  the  utmost  vSatisfaction  &  Delight. 

We  are  vour  sincere  <S:  affjctionate  well  wisher. 
'    To    v"    Town    clerk   for    plastow    to   be   comAUicate    to  y'- 
inhabitants  of  plastow. 

Haverhill  North  parish  Decembr  lo*-'  1767 
Benja^  Clement  William  Bryant 

Isaac  Snow  Richard  Harriman 

Caleb  Cushing  James  Russell 

Nathanel  Johnson  William  Attwod 

Mark  Emerson  Moses  Cushing. 

Xatli-'  Rolt'e 
Jonathan  Eatten 
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Info  nn  a  t  io  n  fro  m  PI  a  istozc . 
To   his  E>:celencv  Benning  Wiutworth  E'^q'"  Govcnour  &  and 
to  the  Honourable   his  "majesties  Councill  and  to  the  Hon- 
ourable   House    of    Representatives    in  generall  Court    as- 
sembled &c. 

this  is  to  Inforin  your  Excelency  and  Honours  that  we  the 
Subscribers  Inhabi'tance  of  the  town  of  Plastow  i\o  Jutlge  it 
highlv  Reasonable  and  we  think  it  will  be  for  the  peace  of  s' 
town'of  Plastow  to  set  of  our  brethren  at  the  northwest  Part 
of  s-  town  and  annex  them  to  the  town  of  Hampstead  the  Line 
to  Run  from  the  pine  in  Cloughs  meadow  (so  called)  South 
Westerlv  to  a  white  oak  tree  near  Cornit  Ingalls  Barn  tlience 
on  the  Sourherlv  Side  of  his  Land  to  his  South  West  Corner 
Bounds,  and  from  tlience  still  South  westerly  to  the  bridge  over 
Providence  Brook  near  John  Curriers  house  agreeable  to  their 
Petition  as  witness  our  hands 

Dated  Plastow  April  y'  ii  :   1766 
Nicolas  White"  John  Chr.ncy 

Tames  White  James  Chaney 

Thomas  FoUamsbe  Moses  Stevens 

Abraham  Chase  John  Bradly 

Nathaniel   Chenev  Jcscph  llarriman  junr 

William  Folen^be  John  Heath 

Nathaniel  Bartlet  Abner  Harrlman 

Josiah  Coops  Moses  Jacknian 

Samuel  Heath  Benjamin  Kimball 

Thomas  Stevens  Humphery  Noyes 

Samuel  Kimball  John  Hall 

Thomas  Chanev  Aaron  Copp 

Ephraim  Emerson  Jonathan  Stevens 

Jonathan  Eatton  Closes  Pa,:;e 

Stephen  Woodward  Daniel  W  hitaker 

Peter  Clement  Daniel  Hadley 

Daniel  Heath  Jacob  Heath. 

Dustin  Chanev 


Joseph  Page  against  the  J  re  is /'on  of  PI  a  i stove  1767. 

To  the  General  Court  for   the   Province    of  New   hampsher 

I   would   inform   vour   Honers   that   it  is   my  Desier  that  the 

Town  of  Plastow'might  Be  cept  to  Gether  as  it  is  at  this  Day 

for  the  Reasons  of  mv  signing  a  Pettition  that  I  signed  that  was 

Entered  in  the  General  Court  June  iG  Last  Past  was  Because 

thay  told  me  that  a  Part  of  the"  Town  of  Plastow  was  a  Gomg 

to  Be  Enuexed   to   the   Town  of  Hampsted  which  I   am  very 

much  a  Gainst  my  Desier  is  that  it  may  Be  left  to  Gether  as  it 

is  at  this  Dav 

Joseph  Page. 

iPlastow  february  16,  1767. 
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Ebtvi'  Eaton  agahtst  the  division  of  Plaisto'JO  i'^^']. 
To  tlie  General  Court  for  the  Provence  of  New  hampsher — 

r  \\  ould  inform  your  Honours  that  it  is  my  Desier  tliat  the 
Tuwn  of  Plastow  might  be  ccpt  to  G ether  as  it  is  at  This  Day 
for  the  Reason  of  mv  signing  a  Pettoii  that  was  Entred  in 
the  (riiieral  Court  Last  June  was  Be  cau^^e  I  was  over  Per- 
siuulcii,  After  Consideration  I  se  it  will  be  Grately  to  the 
Towns  Damage  there  fore  I  Desier  your  Honers  that  you 
would  not  Grant  said  Pettons :  not  the  suner  for  my  signing 
.s'  Pen  But  my  Desier  is  that  the  Tov.n  of  Plastow  may 
P)C  cept  to-Gcther  as  it  is  at  this  Day. 

Ebexezer  Eattox. 

Plastow  March  7     1767. 


Province  of  Xew  Plamshire — 

To  the  Honorable  Gencrill  Court 
Mav  it  please  vour  Honores  that  whereas  Some  time  past  I 
Signed  a  petition  that  the  Tovrn  of  Plastov.- Might  be  Divided 
being  then  Misinformed  this  therefore  is  to  Desier  your  Hon- 
ores Xot  to  take  any  2>[otIce  of  My  Name  in  that  petition  lor  I 
am  of  the  opinion  'tis  Best  for  the  Town  to  remain  as  it  is  at 
present 

Your  Honores  Plumble  Senant 

Joseph  Parker. 

Plastow  Aprill  13-'^  ^I'^'J- 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Plasto'j:  for  annexation. 

Province  of  ") 

New  Hampshire  j" 

To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth    Esc/    Governor  &_Com- 
mander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  &c  to  the  Honourable  his  :Majestys  Council^  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  said  Province  in  General  Court 
Assembled:   the  Memorial  of  a  Number  of  the   Inhabitants 
of  Plastow  in  said  Province  Humbly  she-veth 
That  whereas  bv  an  act  of  the  general  Court  Part  of  the 
Town  of  Plastow  hes   Latelv  been   Set  oti',  and  made   a   new 
and  Destinct  Parish,  and  whereas  Several  Persons  included  in 
Said  Xew  Parish  Have  Petitioned  to  be   annexed  to  the^Town 
uf  Plastow:  we  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  said  Plastow 
bog  leave  to  inform  your   Excellency  &  Honours   of  the  Rea- 
sons why  vv-e  Pray  their  Petition  may  be  granted. 

\Ve  beg  Leave'to  acquaint  you  that  if  Said  Xew  Parish  does 
Xot  Contain  a  greater  QiiantiV  of  Lands  than  is  Lett  in  said 
Town  of  Plastow,  as  we  are  not  Certain  but  it  does,  yet  it  is 
vcrv  \',ell  Kno  VII  that  the  Lands  in  y  former  taking  a  justEs- 
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timate  of  Qiiantity  and  Qiiality  tog-ocher  are  by  far  more  valu- 
able then  Those  of  th.e  latter,  upon  ^vhich  account  ^ve  in  this 
Town  are  certainlv  kiid  luider  very  great  Disadvantages.  Per- 
mit us  further  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  &  Honours  that 
near  one-half  if  not  y*  ^^lajority  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Said 
Piastow  are  either  Professed  Babtists  or  so  far  favourers  ot 
them  as  usuallv  t'j  Concur  with  them  in  opposing  and  Coun- 
teracting everv  necessarv  ?vieasure  Respecting  either  the  Sup- 
port of  our  Minister  or  v"'  Peace  &  good  order  of  y  Town 
so  that  without  Some  Helps,  we  see  no  Probable  or  even  pos- 
sable  way  in  which  either  the  one  or  y''  other  can  be  Contin- 
ued among  us  in  any  tolarable  Degree. 

We  ask  leave  moreover  to  infor:ii  the  Honourable  Court  that 
the  North  Parish  in  Haverhill  iti  3.lassachuseti:s  Province  have 
hetherto  ever  Scncc  our  hrst  Incorporation  into  a  Town 
Shared  with  us  in  Ministerial  Charges  and  Privileges  and  ap- 
pear willing  to  Continue  vrith  us  in  Case  the  fore  said  Petition 
be  granted,  so  tliat  their  mav  be  a  better  Prospect  of  Peace  & 
order  in  Said  Plubtow  :  whereas  if  we  Continue  in  oiu"  Present 
weakened  and  Devided  State  we  h.ave  tiie  greatest  Reason  to 
fear  they  are  fullv  Determined  to  Seperate  from,  us  ;  in  Conse- 
quence of  which  Seperation  we  arc  at  once  irrecoverably  De- 
prived not  onlv  C'f  th^ir  Proportion  of  y  ■  ministerial  Tax,  but 
Dispossessed  of  v  Parsonage  Buildings  &  land,  tiie  greatest 
Part  by  far  of  which  lies  in  Said  North  Parish,  and  which  we 
have  hitherto  enjoyed  only  by  Vartue  of  our  Connection  with. 
Them  we  Therefore  earnestly  Pray  your  Excellency  and 
Honours  to  take  the  affair  under  Consideration  and  grant  Such 
Relief  for  the  Said  Petitioners  and  for  us  as  you  in  your  vvds- 
dom  Shall  Think  best  and  we  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever 
Pray 

Piastow  Dec""  v-'  3,  1767. 

John  Hall  Ephraim  E:r.er*on 

Thomas  EoUanisbe  Dustin  Chaney 

Nathaniel  Bartlet  David  Rrvant 

Ezekiel  Gile  Nicolas  VVhite 

Peter  Dow  Jonathan  Kimball 

Abraham  Chase  Benjamin  S.  Pettengill 

Jo>iah  Copp  Benj  Hale 

Isaac  Heath  Jacob  Trussel 

Nathanel  Smith  Nathaniel  Knight 

Daniel  Gile  Joseph  Knight 

Benj-  Kimball  John  Knight 

Benjamin  Davis  Abel  Mirril! 

Nathan  Giie  Abel  ifirrill  Jun 

David  Carleton  John  MiriH 

John  Heath  Humphrey  Noves 

,    John  Bradley  Humplirey  Noyes  Jun 

■  Moses  Bartlett  Robert  Greanough 

loha  Ch-ui.n-  Moses  Greanough 


IGSGflOvl 
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Jiichurd  Greanough  John  Dole 

KhoMczer  liatton  Richard  Heath 

.\;rcn  Coop  Thomas  Little 

I;uiio.-.  Little  Thomas  Little  Jun. 

"Nathaniel  Peabody  John  Kelly 

.St'jplicn  Xoyes  Moses  Kelly 

loiuithan  Stevens  Jun  William  Kelly 

[olni  Brown  Reuben  Mills 

"Sainuei  Little  Jonathan  Eatton 

Nathaniel  Little  John  Web-^ter 

John  French  Israel  Webster 

foso{>h  French  Daniel  Poor 

"Ebenezer  Knight  David  Poor 

lo^epii  KniL,'htJun  Jeremiah.  Poor 

Jo--!iua  Kni<,^ht  Daniel  Merrill 

"Mical  Chaplen  ISIoses  Page 

Enoch  N'oyes  ■  James  Pa ■;,'e  ■ 

James  Xoyes  Joseph  Pa.'e 

R^'bert  Ik-ath  John  Webster  Jun. 

Jt.^-^eph  Xoyes  Jonathan  Webster 

Thomas  N'oyes  Timothy  Pasre 

Caleb  Xoyes  William  Webster 

Asa  PaL,-e  •  Samuel  Webster 

James  White  Daniel  Whittaker 

Ebentjzer  Johnson  Daiiiel  Hadky 

J.s.'nh  Parker  David  Currier 

.'-;.■.::'.     Lo'.vel  Joseph  Hale 

Ioi:n  Lowei  Timothv  Page  lun. 

Richard  Brown  Eb"  Pa^e 

Daiiiei  Poor  Xatha  '\\'at^ 

William  Brown  X'ath^  Barpey 

Bonj  Philbrek  Jun.  Jeremiaii  Burpey 

Eben''  Chaplen  John  Morrill 

Jon'-''  Poor  Micajah  Morrill 

Jo>iph  Daves  Stephen  Whittker 

Tristram  Knight  Moses  Whittker 

John   Knight ^unr  Thomas  Whitcker 

Jonathan  Stevens  Benj  Richards  Jun. 

Oliver  Knight  Joseph  Emerson 

Pllijialet  Knight  Benf  Philbrick 

•Stephen  Knight  Josep  Philbrick 

Jonathan  Whitaker  Joseph  Parmer 

Joiin  Dow  Thomas  Chaney 

John  Dow  Jun.  Asa  Harriinan 

Moses  Dow  Joseph  Cb.anler 

Jonathan  Page  Moses  Poor 
Daniel  Page  Joshua  Kelly 

Benj  Richards  Moses  Belknap 

Daniel  Richards  Ezkiel  Belknap 

jo-eph  Richards  Jacob  Page 

Bradley  Richards  Mical  Tinney 

Edmund  Page  John  Emorson 

Te-sc  Page  Joseph  Little 

Xath-Page  Jo-hua  Emory 
Belli  Emory  Benj  Eniory 

Eidad  Ingals  James  Mirrill 
John  Ingals  Timothy  Ladd 

Jo-eph  Hills  Ordway  Asa  Haseltine 

Stephen  Dole  Currier 
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Thare  is  130  mens  Heads  above  sixteen   in   the  west  end  of  the  to-\vn 
of  Phistow. 

Thare  is  Ei^rhtv  Seven  Famelvs  in  the  West  of  the  Town  of  Plastow, 


Pctiiio?i  0/  Sundry  Persons  to   be  Polled  from  Aik/nsou  to 

Plasto-.c. 

Province  of      ] 
New  Hampshire  / 

To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq  Capt.  general 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Cheaf  in  and  over  his  Majes- 
tys  Province  aforesaid  k.z  and  to  the  Honourable  his 
Majestys  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  general 
Court  assembled  at  Portsmouth 

The  Petition  of  us  "Cia^^  Subscril:>ers  Humblv  ShevvS  where  as 
tliere  l«as  been  Lady  Part  of  Plastow  set  off  and  made  a  New 
and  Seperate  Parish  Bounded  according  to  Cartain  Lines 
which  goes  by  the  Name  Atkinsonton  in  which  we  v."ith  our 
Estates  falls  into  y"-"  Said  New  Parish  our  Praver  and  Request 
to  th.is  Honourable  Court  alwve  mentioned  is  tliat  wdiereas 
we  have  heretofore  assisted  in  Building  a  meeting  house  a 
Pasonneg  house  and  have  Now  a  minister  Settled  in  Plastow 
according  to  our  Principles  and  blinds  Therefore  our  Desier 
and  Reque-it  is  that  v,-e  with  our  Esiates  ma\  be  set  od"  from 
Said  New  Parish  and  be  anexed  to  the  old  Parish  or  Town  of 
Plastow  that  we  might  be  and  Remain  as  heretofore 

we  therefore  Pray  that  your  Excellency  and  Honours  will 
Take  The  mater  under  Consideration  and  grant  such  Relief 
for  those  who  Desier  to  be  set  oft'  as  afore  said  as  you  in  your 
wisdom  Shall  Think  best  and  we  as  in  Dut\-  Bound  Shall 
Ever  Pruv 

Plastow  Sept.  1767. 

James  White  Moses  Page 

^Vloses  Greenough  Daniel  Poor 

Jonathan  Eatton  Jonathan  Page 

John  Webster  John  Webster/. 

Israel  Wob.-ter  Daniel  Poor  Junr. 

Jonathan  Webster  Stephen  Nov-e 

William  Webster  Samuel  Kimball 
Daniel  Whitaker 

Province  of  "|  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sep.  24"'  1767 
New  Hampshire  j  The  within  Petition  being  Read  and  Considered 

Vofi^d  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  third  day  of  the 
Siting  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  first  Day  oi  November  next 
and  tiiac  they  serve  Mr.  Thomas  Noyes  who  is  appointed  to  call  the 
first  meeting  in  said  Atkinson  \\\x.'n.  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  And  Order 
That  Objections  may  be  made  to  granting  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  if 
any  there  be  M.  \\'e.vre. 

In  Council  Eodem  Die 

Read  5:  Concurr'd 

T.  Atkinson,  Secv. 
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Province  of      \j^  j,^^  House  of  Representatives  Feb.  v"   12,  176S 
New  Hampshire  !  ^  j         ^    4 

The  within  Petition  being  Considered   and   the  Parties   fully  heard 

thereon 

Votrd  That  the  Petitioners  James  White   vic   Samuel   Kimball   have 

lihrrtv  to  Poll  otf  they  and  their  Estates  to  belon,ij  to  the  To-wu  of  Plas- 

tow  and  the  other  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  Poll  off  they  &  their  Es 

tates  to  belon;^  to  the    Town  oi  Pla^tow   respectini?  .Ministerial  atTairs 

on!v  eV  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

M  W'eare  CI'' 

lii  Council  Feb'y.  1768 

The  above  read  and  the  Parties  being  heard 

Voted  z.  Concurrence  with  this  amendment  That  all  thes''  Petitioners 

Excepting  James   White  and  Sam'  Kimball  remain  to  the  Town  or  Par- 

isn  of  Atkinson  as  tho'  no  petition  had  been  preferred 

Geo.  King  Depy  Secy. 

Provmce  o(     \  j^  ^j,^  House  of  Representatives  Feb  26-"-  176S 
New  l-lamT)s!i!re  j  ^  ' 

The  above  Vote  of  Councill  Read  and  Concur'd  and  the    Petitioners 
While  and  Kimball  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  accordingly. 

M.  Weare,"  Cl^ 


Memorial  of  Sundry  Tnhcthliants  of  Plaisiozv  against  hav- 
ing a  tozvn  set  off  j'rom  that,  1767. 
To  Excellency  beniiig  wintworth  Esq'  governor  and  com- 
ander  in  cheaf  in  and  over  his  madgstes  Provence  of  new 
Hampshire  in  new  ingland  and  to  the  Honorable  his  mad- 
gesties  council  and  to  the  Honourable  house  of  Representa- 
tives in  generall  court  assembled 

To  the  humble  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  in  Plabitans 
of  tl-.e  Town  of  Plastow  Humbly  Pray  }-our  Excelency  and 
OTiers  to  Tak  our  Dificelt  Case  under  your  wise  considerateon 
and  we  Petioners  Huinbly  Pray  tliat  your  honners  would  not 
grant  the  Petition  that  was  sent  in  order  for  a  town  or  Parish 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  said  town  of  Plastow  the  Reason  why 
is  because  there  is  great  quantity  of  wild  Land  in  s'^  town  that 
is  oned  bv  other  Towns  People  and  a  great  quantity  of  wild 
Land  oned'  by  Said  town  wherefore  we  arc  no  waies  able  to 
be  a  parish  by  our  Selves  and  in  So  Doing  you  will  greatly 
obblige  you/  humble  Petitioners  and  they  shall  as  in  Duty 
bound  Ever  Pray  &c. 

Deted  Plastow  febuary  ;  13,  1767 

Beniamin  Philbrick  Joseph  Palmer 

Beniamin  Emery  Thomas  Chancy  Tuner 

Joseph  Chandler  Moses  Poore 

Jo<^eph  Kimball  Wid.  Mary  Litde 


J 
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Report  of  a  Comtnittee  of  the  toxvn  of  riaistozc  abt.  this 
lacctii'g  Jiousc^  i~6'(j. 
We  the  Subscribers  having  been  Chose  a  Committee  bv  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Plastow  in  his  Majestys  Province  ofNew  Mainp- 
shire  and  the  Inhabitants  of  tiie  north  Parisliin  Haverhill  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  tlic  Massachusetts  Bay  who  Congregate  with  the  Said  Inliab- 
itants  of  Plastow  to  State  the  Place  where  Their  meeting  House  Shall 
Stand  for  the  Future  Phive  attended  that  Service,  by  Viewing  the  Sev- 
eral parts  of  Said  Town  and  Parish  agreeable  to  the  Desire  of  the  In- 
habitants of  both,  and  heard  the  Respective  Parties  with  Respect  to  the 
Premises:  and  at'ter  Serious  Consideration  of  the  alTair  with  a  train  of 
Circumstances  attending  the  Same  too  long  to  enumerate,  Do  Report 
that  our  opinion  is  that  tiie  most  Suitable  Ph^ce  for  the  meeting  House 
to  Stand  at  present,  is  Avhere  their  meeting  House  now  Stands  being 
fullv  of  tl;e  mind,  That  the  Startingor  Determining  any  other  Place  for 
that  purpu-e.  will  be  attended  with  worse  Consequences  to  Said  Inhab- 
itants than  that  we  have  Reported 
Plastow-  Mar'  zo-'  1766. 

Thomas  Rowell] 
S  \m'  Emekson      j 
Ebex''  Stevens      {-Committee 
Joseph  Frye  | 

Clem'  March       J 
To  the  Town  Clerk  of  Plastow  to  be   Communicated  to   the   Inhab- 
itants   of    said    Town    at   their   meeting    by  adjournment  on  the    first 
"Wednesday  in  April  next 
Mar.  ro'%  1766 

Corn'""-'  Report. 


Sundry  Pcrsofis  of  Plastozo  Desire  to  have  the    Tox:'n    Still 
remain  undivided. 

Plastow  Decern''  30'''  1766 
To  the  General  Co  art  of  the  province  of  New  Hampshire 

These  are  to  inform  your  Hon''"  That  whereas  there  was  two 
petitions  Sent  to  the  general  Court  the  twenty  sixth  of  June 
Last  past  in  order  to  be  considered  at  the  next  setting-  one  to 
have  the  town  Divided  the  other  to  anex  a  part  to  Hampstcad, 
we  the  Subscribers  Living  within  the  Limits  of  s'  petitions, 
are  Desirous  that  Neither  of  them  may  be  granted  inasrauch 
as  we  think  that  it  will  very  much  Damnify  the  town  at  pres- 
ent for  we  Look  on  ourselves  and  the  inliabitants  of  this  town 
unable  at  present  to  maintain  two  ministers  of  the  Gospel  but 
inasmuch  as  there  is  a  considerable  Quantity  of  unsettled  Land 
in  this  part  of  the  town  which  is  chieliv  own'dby  men  belong- 
ing to  other  towns  we  are  in  hopes  that  in  a  few  years  we  may 
be  able  and  in  the  mean  time  we  are  willing  that  those  that 
have  petitioned  to  be  anexed  to  Hampstead  should  attend  the 
Publick  worship  of  God  and  have  Liberty  to  pay  their  minis- 
ter Rate  there  for  the  term  of  Eight  or  ten  years  tjll  v/e   are 
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able  to  be  two  paribhes  and  credibly  to  maintain  two  minis- 
ter-^ tor  these  Reasons  we  Desire  that  things  may  Continue 
,-i.s  tiiev  arc  at  present  xmd  in  grantin.g  tins  our  Request  you 
will  greatly  oblige  us  and  we  think  greatly  benefit  this  town 
and  as  bound  in  Dut\'  shall  ever  prav. 

Israel  ^^'ebster  Robert  Greeiiough 

John  Webster  Moses  Greenoiigh 

William  Webster  Daniel  Poor  Juu 

Daniel  Whittaiver  Jonathan  Page 

Jonathan  Eatton  '  Jonathan  Poor 

John  Webster  Jr.  Daniel  Page 

Moses  Page  Humphrey  No^es 

James  Page  Daniel  Poor 

David  Poor  Aaron  Copp 

Jonathan  Webster         ■  Jan^ies  Little 
Stephen  Xoves 


Asa  Hazeltine  cigai;ist  the  divisiofi  of  the  tor.wi  of  Plaistoz^'. 

Provii;;;e  of      1  ^^     ^,      ,,         .^  ^^  ,  ,-,        ..  r       c    -j  tj 

V-       ,r  ,  .      ^- To  the  tJonr'  General  Court  lor  baid  Province. 

iSew  Hampshirr;  ; 

Whereas  I  the  Subscriber  Did  sine  :\  Petetion  to  The  General 
Court  to  Have  the  Town  oi  Piastow  Divided  inco  two  T<i.\'n5 
(s'  petition  bars  Date  June  v'  zo'  ■  1766)  I  was  (Acr  per- 
swaded  hx  one  ot"  the  Petitioners  To  Do  it  rie  Told  me  it  we 
Did  Xot  Git  Divided  part  of  the  Town  would  Sartanly  be  set 
off  to  Ilampstead  and  would  spoyl  the  Town  from  Ever  mak- 
ing Two  it  is  not  m\-  mind  Xor  Never  was  to  have  the  Town 
Divided  at  Present  only  for  the  above  Reasons  and  Pray  that 
it  may  be  kept  together 

A-SA  Hazeltixe 

Piastow  Jan'' y'-' I,  1767. 


No.  of  People  in  Atkinson  and  Piastow. 
1767  or  S. 

Piastow  Hath  576  People  Atkinson  Hath  476  Peopl-, 

Rateble  Heads  142  Rateble  Heads  iiS 

Rateble  Land  421  Acres  Rateble  Land  401  Acres 


Province  of      \  j^  ^j^^  House  of  Representatives  Februarv  27"'  176S. 
iNew  liampshirej  ^  .11 

Upon  Reading  &  Considering  the  Petition  of  James  White  i:  .Samuel 
Kimball  both  of  Atkinson  in  Said  Province  ivitii  Several  o.thers  to  have 
leave  to  Poll  off  from  said  Parish  of  Atkinson  to  the  Parish  or  Town  of 
Plaistow  both  the  Polls  k.  E.>tates— after  fully  hearing  the  Parties  con- 


40  NEW  HAMrSIIIKE 

cerned  and  duly  Considering'  all  Circmnstances  Resolved  and  ^'oted 
That  two  of  the  Petitioners  Only  Viz.  James  White  and  Samuel  Kim- 
ball have  Liberty  to  Pol!  off  from  -^aid  Atkinson  to  Plaistow  aforesaid 
with  their  famillys  &  Estate.^  botii  Real  ;Si  Personal  and  shall  hereat'ter 
be  Estimated  taken  &  adjudered  to  be  part  of  ^:  to  belong  to  the  said 
Town  of  Plaistow  and  shall  be  adjudged  Liable  &  Subject  to  all  duties 
Taxes  and  orders  of  Said  Town  as  much  as  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  in  Proportion  to  their  Estates  Saving 
that  tlieir  future  Purchases  of  Real  Estate  shall  belong  to  the  Town  or 
Parish  Avhere  they  lay 

P.  Oilman  Speaker 
In  Coimcil  March  i6  176S 
read  ^^  Concurred 

George  King  Drp.  Secy- 
Assented  to 

T.  Wextworth. 


ya/nes   WJiitcs  Kcasons  for  ivishing  to  remain  in  tJic  to~j:n 
of  Plaistozo. 

The  Subscriber  for  the  folowing-  Reasons  prayes  that  he 
may  not  be  set  of  from  The  Town  of  plastow 

for  that  I  have  Been  at  a  Con.-iaerable  cost  for  the  Building 
of  the  meeting'  house  Thare  and  Lately  In  RepairiuL'  of  it. 
That  rr>.\  hind  laves  near  the  one  half  of  It  In  haver'  north 
parish  tiie  land  where  mv  Building's  Stands  comes  within 
about  half  a  mile  of  plastow  rneeting  house 

James  White. 


List  of  Baptists  in  Plaisfoiv.      (.Supposed) 
Those  that  Profess   themselves  of  y-    Baptist  Perswation 
■which  in  all  Parrish  afairs  have  appeared  against  y '  Peace  & 
welfair  of  our  minister  and  his  society  are  as  fullo\\'S  : 

Joseph  Flint  Josepli  Welch 

Daniel  Emerson  John  Copp 

Nehemiah  Heath  "Moses  Orway 

Abner  Piurnmer  Enoch  Johnson 

Job  Eatton  John  Stevens 

Bartholomew  Heath  Stevens  Merrill 

Joseph  Harriraan  Ebenezer  Xoyes 

Joseph  Harriman  Jun.  SeUenes  Noyes 

James  Bly  Moses  Stevens  Jun. 

Joseph  Smith  Stephen  Flanders 

Jonathan  Smith  Samuel  Welch 

John  Pollard  James  Huse 

Daniel  Ayer  Samuel  Dow 

Simon  FoUansbe  John  Trusel 

Edmond  Pilsbury  Widow  Dow 

The  tlole  of  ve  Inhabitence  Besides  the  above  mentioned  which  was 
Rated  in  y  Last  minister  Rate  which  has  Ben  made  are  70  Seventeen 
of  which 'has  ben  taken  Notice  in  Town  meetings  to  joyn  with  y  Bap- 
tists \ii  voting  4  of  which  are  widows  «li:  some  stands  as  Xuters. 


TOWN'    PAPERS EARRIXGTOX.  4.1 

HARRINGTON. 

[This  tOT\^l  vrai  incorpoi-atj.l  10  May,  IT-'-.'.—Ed.] 

A  List  of  the  original  Proprietors  of  the  Town  of  Barrington 
with  the  Rate  which  each  man  Paid  &  by  which  the  Quantity 
of  Acres  each  man  had  is  ascertained  at  the  rate  of  two  Pence 
pr  acre  &  also  the  number  of  Each  Lot  as  tl:ie  Same  was 
drawn  by  each  Prop' or  his  Constituent 


Thp;  PBOi-RiETOKS  X.AMES                   Acres 

{   Rods 
j    wide 

!           rate 

1 

i. 

i       s 

1 

Ilenrv  Keese                  .               .                            |      070 

!     i.v, 

„ 

5 

10 

•2 

Tlio-i"Il;immett 

f;o 

30 

" 

0 

4 

l-Iohn  M(3or 
.h'r;iiici~-  Rand 

6(1 

3t> 

30 

12 

10 

3  'lit-nja  (fai.ii)liQ 

.>jO 

I'io 

2 

13 

*J  ;K!eizrRuiseU 

•JH 

+'* 

1     10 

7  i\'/id^nv  Hatch 

6I; 

30 

1     ^^ 

8  'KilsvarU  Cater 

120 

60 

1 

'.)  :M"rn  Whire      . 

M 

43 

15 

10  Ifiev.l  P.o.reri  . 

SCO 

ISO 

11   'J-^.mci  Libbv  . 

120 

00 

1      1 

Vi  l^a-.al  AUcock. 

2iU 

l;)3 

1     13 

J.i   Jno  Roberts    . 

■210 

lO'. 

1      ■*■ 

15 

Jt  j^aiul  Hart 

ISI) 

1") 

1      1 

10 

\r.  jJiio  Shaoklord 

•210 

105 

13 

Hi  i.Toseph  Holiues 

l.iO 

75 

J  7  p-Vru  Warren   . 

GO 

30 

10 

l'-^  ufiio  .Shored 
i;)  j 

60 

30 

10 

■Ji)    DactrBulev    .' 

9t5 

48 

I'-if?) 

:;i 

Win  Brnl^sbam 

9»i 

48 

7  .  ^    ' 
It} 

"2  J 

Agnis  Kui-ell 

30 

13 

3 

•2.! 

Tiios  Piiips    . 

300 

130 

2 

10 

-i 

K'ichil  Wil-.lril 

(illO 

330 

5 

10 

■2."( 

Tb03  We-tbrook 

300 

150 

0 

10 

-'i 

Wm  Gotten  Junr. 

120 

GO 

1 

T,l 

I'eter  L.renleT 

120 

0) 

1 

m'^ 

y.\Am\  Doniiet 

3t)0 

ISO 

3 

■-.1  ,\*  lOow  IiisnkJnc: 

108 

54 

13 

L'li    -■       - 

tlfn  .^h'TDum  Jun 

yo 

43 

15 

:!I  1 

Win  i.owcle     . 

192 

«; 

1 

12 

;;1  ; 

I'l-eph  Moses 

414 

1 

3 

9 
12 

i 

RotijM  Lanslev 

?5 

48 

ly 

o 

Jno  Savage    '. 
Koljert  Armstrong 

2I0 

.       30 
120 

0 

12 

Hi-hop 

7-^ 

36 

13 

;'"! 

r^seph  Pirm;in 

7s 

3!) 

13 

•i-''Th(iS  Cotteri    . 

00 

45 

15 

■!»'  Th03  B:irii3     . 

or, 

48 

It) 

tl  Mu-1,1  Kt_-nn:ird 

ISO 

'M 

10 

42 

>■  m  i\.iiight    . 

o:m 

1.C) 

15 

4.) 

'no  Clark 

*t 

42 

14 

11 

'has  Lanrle'.I 

120 

60 

;.> 

MPeiulexter 

1.6 

48 

15 

4'! 
47 
4^ 

■ho  Lear 
Jthrfi  Furber 

108 

54 

18 

72 

30 

12 

'^I'phcn  (.rc'cnleaf 

320 

(•0 

4'.) 

>tph'jn  L.-.nsr 

120 

00 

O*' 

!'!fia  Cut     . 

30 

13 

.M 

WioH- Walker 

4^ 

2t 

8 

-" 

^^  11  rira'M.'ii 

W) 

4.5 

13 

•*■' 

71* 

■Mi 

i 

12 

>i 

'^  iiiu-Tapley 

120 

lU} 

.>.) 

'i''iiji  Aliormaa 

121) 

00 

1     1 

JL         1 

rj; 

^i^L'^'Q'^"''    ■ 

"  7.>     1 

3!i 

! 

12 

42 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


ri:')PU[ETORS  Xa:*ies 


57 

Henry  Sloiipnr 

ns 

Thoniiis  Sibsoa 

50 

Th-s  .Maia 

(;o 

Tlio.-^  Cnvket 

01 

Jiir.ios  ;-i.!]!i)ey 

112 

Ivlwrtpl  <';ife 

6.-; 

Iti-tiil  Waterhouse 

Vi 

i;kh<;  Cr.>s,3   . 

6.1 

Thf>ia,>3  Avre 

fi'; 

Kinil.t-;)  Al.'bott 

67 

Cape  ^V  m  Corten 

Kc? 

•Tn  ;>  Bra"  stvT 

G!1 

.T;io.  Hoor-.n- 

70 

Jii-iafi  Llark 

71 

Wns  Aniosi     . 

70 

Jnii  Ili!; 

7S 

E>in-aril  Tortgcocl 

74 

>aiiil  liewe'-C 

75 

AIpx  Per.uet 

7(i 

I^fatl  p\v  XeJson 

77 

Xatlil 'i'l'.ekennau 

76 

Tim  D?.\-ii      . 

7'.> 

Jonatuan  Stoodly 

SO 

(ieo.  iVmiiil    . 

^1 

E'l  P!;i!ii;,?     . 

&"■' 

Jn.>  D'^veicon 

g:5 

.Jo~e:'ii  laniiiii 

t^ 

Abra'hai^!  Libby 

8.J 

Sami  na-^llold 

S.i 

ChaiiO?  l.t'jv.  u 

87 

TLio.s  Gre-ily   . 

t*;^ 

U'm  f'arkor    . 

&'< 

>aiab-ui:  BlJ/u 

i)<> 

.T!1M  L-J!" 

<>1 

Tiia  Wateriiouse 

y2 

Heurv  Deck    . 

93 

SamrKam 

9+ 

Abr-baai  Barus 

Wid'W  Abiiary 

<)!; 

Jno  Koberso.i" 

07 

Aatbr.ny  Ko-,v  Junr.    . 

k 

Geo  Walker  . 

vo 

Ei'.war'l  C:U,e  Juu. 

I'.M) 

jDSL'i.h  3iiU-;- 

101 

Hk-hti  '.VaMroQ 

102 

Tho-  JTa.v.'v 

lo;j 

Saidl  Sherburn 

104 

'A'rJier  Warrea 

105 

Wni  (,ross 

10<; 

Jn3  Al-C'OCk      . 

107 

Tb03  Beck      .               1 

108 

Jai'db  Lavis  . 

109 

Caleb  Grafto.i 

11(1 

Jno  ChurciiiU 

111 

Doctor  Pike   . 

Hi 

Aicbs  -•^looiicr 

lia 

Jos  ^Toukon  . 

114 

AbimJono->   . 

115 

Th.5  i:fi-k  Junr 

llri 

AbrniBartli'tt 

117 

Mich  Whi.bien 

lis 

JaLi:..>.sMo,-LS 

110 

Jno  Abbot 

120 

Tlioi  iUiore    . 

121 

Wm   Knst      . 

12-2 

Win  Lc-vi^      . 

I*; 

Jii...'^;:ra.-e     . 

m 

Jii"  PdVcrlr  Ji;n. 

125 

.-'oii.inoQ  Cotroa 

121; 

\Viiliain  llimkins: 

Acn;3 

Kod.-s 

^^■i■ie 

27(5 

i;;s 

ISO 

00 

7J 

;io    j 

7S 

.■;o    1 

120 

€0 

121) 

f:o 

J,>0 

OiJ     I 

120 

6'i    ; 

150 

75 

7-2 

SO 

150 
1  '.1I 

Vi  1 

€0 

oO      i 

120 

00 

72 

30     1 

00 

^8     I 

lU 

72     I 

10.S 

54     ; 

IM) 

00     ' 
75     I 

1 50 

r^2 

00     i 

i>i> 

48     1 

120 

00     ' 

84 

12     ' 

ru 

2;     j 

7> 

36 

Oj 

4.) 

1^0 

yo    i 

54 

2-10 
2  to 

120    i 

12!1      1 

120 

'.■:;    ! 

1.50 

75     1 

72 

oO     1 

1.50 

78     ' 

CO 

■SO     ' 

•30 

15     j 

144 

~- 

72 

;i6    j 

72 

;iO      ! 

150 

75     j 

00 

45     1 

2'i 

10^    ; 

1.50 

75     ! 

120 

00     1 

120 

00     ! 

7-^ 

30     ! 

liW 

St      1 

M 

45 

72 

30 

3i' 

15 

•iO 

30 

240 

120 

ISO 

M 

i:;s 

GO 

1.50 

75 

78 

30 

1"* 

31; 

210 

105 

00 

45 

Is! 

42 

7"* 

Mil 

7] 

3': 

00 

15     1 

l.v» 

75 

!'<i 

is 

72 

31! 

.3.) 

15 

., 

H 

1 

10 

12 

13 

1 

1 

TOWN    PAPERS BARKIXGTOX. 


43 


Pr.'^'i^RirToif*  Xamks 


Acrt.'s 


R.d.-^ 


I.i!) 
HO 
HI 

n-2 
It:; 

lU 

14". 

in; 

iiT 

14S 

li;» 
l.-)0 
l.jl 
I.')2 
I."..", 
l.'.t 

1  :->■•; 
ir.T 

I".s 

].->;) 
]i;.) 

I'U 
If:-: 

l(;;i 

l'-4 
lv> 

ln!i 

KiT 

ii;.s 
1?) 

171 

17.; 

174 
177) 

I7t; 

177 

IMI 

i^-i 
in 

IV. 

IS.; 
ls7 
l^x 

IS!) 

!:■(. 
i:n 
)■■■■}. 


i:« 
1J7 

1j3^ 

n 


'  S;im!  Shackford 

.Jno  Cotieii 
'  liiictiir  lioss   . 
'.Iiio  fl.-ip.i 
■Michl  Whirlden  Jr 
;>;iiiil  IJrewster 
Lr;v.  Davis 
■  .!:io  Libby 
IRotrcr  Swiiin  . 
Wi.ii.MV  Rriard 

■Jno  Ainiary   . 
;'robi::s  La2i":,'don 

Rii'.hd  KUicc'  . 

Ileii  !'.H:ki'ord 

Ob:.d^;,h  Jli.rie 
iNiiUd  iJdioriie 
;(;oo  Jalut-y    . 
IMathfiv  JaruC'S 

J 110  .Jones 
'.Tno  (ji-indal    . 

Natlil  Peverlv 
|Tli(..>  Parker' . 
'.Tames  .leffiey 
I.Jer.  Neal 
|r>avid  Giir'aner 
jXatid  Lan'T     . 
iPUdip  Gainmon 
jPetni-  P:;i;        . 

|.Tiio  Hooker    . 

Thos  .-iieriuru 
IZac  Leacii 
iKichd  I'ashlev 
|Kici!dTob>-y  '. 

'.Vidow  Marshall 
'Jiio  Cutt 
!:Moses  tiiverly 
••Jiio  Myr'tiu    . 
i.Jno  Hardeion 
ISaialPeLi  hallow 
imciidJ.oe     . 
IW'in  Fair\veather 
jEphiii  .Jack>oa 
iCi'lo  II\iuki;i_c 
:  Willi. \v  JIarriu 
'Wm  Pt'verly  . 
jl.eiij.i,.  r.iicy   . 
!  Robert  Aluiai'V 
]Oov.  Wentwortlr 
iCha  T'.auiill  (1) 
|Alex  Roverti 
jCiipt.  (.eo  Walker 
i.--aKd  Pitman 
i«ie'.'  Towiisend 
jsauil  SlcU 
jSaml  Waterhouse 

■Jno  Sparks     . 

Jno  Davis 

.Tiio  Uros? 
ilieiiKi  Cross    . 
JNatiil  :,[endam 
jRolji.-rt  Piekerin^ 

l^loses  i'aul     . 
:.Jno  Hradford 
|N'ehe;!;;ah  Partridge 
iPeter  Monro  . 
Tho.s  Wilkinson' 
iPhi! ip  liabb   . 

i'irit  lot  iJdi  ranire. 


•210 
li4 


1-20 
144 

t''4 


l-S 

coo 

1-20 

;-jr.4 
i:,-2 

so 

648 
2411 
<M 
1-20 
120 

120 
720 

[•>) 
144 
144 

;)0 
1.30 
1-20 

i>> 
IbO 
7-20 
120 

i''-5 

210 

120 

120 

% 

9<; 

720 
00 

liSO 

30O 
90 

108 


!,0 

oO 
210 
240 

72 
6W1 
210 

iiO     I 


la-,  i 

46  I 

42  I 

I  I 

IS  I 

(iO  I 

1211  1 

1^  I 

1:0  1 

177  , 


4.'. 
C2J 
I2n 

ir, 

TO 
•JO 
IS 
(M 


t;o 
:jo 
Wi 

360 
GO 
:)<> 
S4 

in.-i 

1.0 

^;o 

43 
4S 

3t;o 
30 

fM 

150 
4.) 
54 
IS 
12 

4J 

lo 
10.5 
12(1 

300 
li.-. 
4» 

3'i 

42 

30 


1       I 
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XEW  HAMPSITIR-E 


PiiOPUiKTons  Names 

Acrorf 

Bods 
nido 

rate 

j^ 

s 

199    Bf-nja  Cotton  .... 

'M) 

45 

15 

'200    J03  i!U3~ 

J 

0*; 

4-* 

10 

201  i.Sanil  Wiiiklov 

240 

12(t 

n 

20-2    r.cuja  Mil!-.r". 

120 

1.0 

203  i.Jainei  Piliiian 

t;o 

30 

15 

20-1  IChrisrrNol.le 

9G 

4^! 

10 

20;')  jTlioj  V,-r:;.-;it  . 

1.50 

75 

5 

2*XJ  jK.ibort  Ward 

f);; 

4S 

10 

207  |\Vi(.lo-v  Pitman  &  Son 

.Tabez    . 

30 

15 

5 

iiOS  i.Jno  F..!-a 

7.' 

3k 

10 

20'j  jGeon,'e  ]'eiroe 

210 

1(15 

15 

210  IColu  Vaughan 

240 

120 

2U  IWui  Cotieu    . 

210 

1(15 

15 

213    ^^'ui  Barns      . 

7> 

30 

12 

214  'P.ichii  ;?Tvai!i  . 

•  72 

3f! 

12 

215  iJno  C'lv.el 

84 

42 

14 

•2\i;  iNVra  KoiS 

7-j 

"ti 

12 

217   Jmiips  .^iierlnira 

',10 

45 

15 

21''  'Jno  ■-i:e:'bnrn 

121) 

i;o 

1 

21!i  ;Nnth!  \r,.:,;!ier 

7> 

30 

12 

2'20  'Tn.^s  Poirce    . 

210 

105 

1 

1.5 

221  : Peter  Abl-ot   . 

I'i.i 

30 

10 

222  ;.Tno  K;;:;ouil3 

84 

42 

U 

2-2:5  ;  ll;..3  WaMea 

150 

7.5 

.5 

2-2 J  Ih'cii  .-;ii"r!.i:iP. 

lie 

90 

12 

225  jAJox  -Mnier    . 

]N) 

90 

10 

2-2*)  ■AuthoiiT  H,><^ 

tio 

30 

10 

227  ICai't.  Tobias  Lans<ion 

3(H) 

1.-0 

10 

22^^  iKzei:  I'itmaii 

!■:■) 

(3:1 

1 

2-2',.  IJ^-anes  Stootiy 

30 

15 

5 

230    Cienit  iiiicrhd 

\S) 

;io 

1 

10 

231 

.Ti;o  I)ro>v 

121 

r^O 

232 

J'.s  Berry- 

m 

3i» 

10 

JnL-ob  Ta.Jh    . 

<iO 

45 

15 

^\ji) 

I>aiiiel  Quick 

90 

4'j 

16 

23(> 

Jer  Liljby       . 

1,-0 

'Xi 

10 

237 

Jno  Preiton  . 

120 

00 

23S 

Win  Fejiou?  . 

2W> 

120 

23£> 

>aial  Jirown  , 

7.5 

30 

12 

240 

Jno  Pray 

13s 

09 

3 

241 

Capt  lien  Sherburn 

552 

270 

12 

242 

.Jno  Peverly  . 

0<i 

48 

10 

243 

W:n  Terrt't     . 

24 

12 

4 

244 

Jno  Skibii'.ETS 

90 

48 

10 

2i5 

R;c!hI  .-rauiridsre 

]().S 

5t 

12 

24'i 

>/'.  Ayors 

210 

105 

15 

247 

saail  JIoHooii 

120 

00 

24S 

[>:.niel  Jackion 

72 

30 

12 

249 

N'ath  Koliertion 

60 

30 

10 

2.30 

.Mo~>^3  higraham 

120 

00 

251 

Jaiae-*  Li;ai-li 

00 

45 

15 

2.r2 

Jona  P:'r:rid:re 

72 

30 

H 

2.-).3 

Jnij  s'uer'ourn'd  widovs 

24 

12 

4 

'2U 

yAVW-y.i 

, 

120 

00 

253 

>tepn  Noble   . 

90 

45 

12 

2.% 

?teph  Noble    . 

»iO 

30 

10 

257 

Wni  Bennet   . 

120 

Oo 

258 

Hen  ^i^eaw  ard 

120 

GO 

250 

Tho3  BaiTal)^- 

120 

00 

21-0 

Xa:hl  Fellows 

72 

30 

12 

2til 

JIary  .Moure  Aiis  Lea< 

;ti 

30 

15 

5 

2G2 

Gf")  Avers 

M 

48 

10 

2t;;{ 

Arch  iluDklug 

72 

30 

12 

204 

Hu^di  Banlil! 

108 

54 

13 

•Jil'u) 

Amos  Furntdl 

1.50 

75 

5 

20-; 

Abraliam  l>ent; 

6 

3 

1 

2'<7 

sanii  flhvnies 

0« 

48 

15 

2(,d 

Sainl  Clark     . 

132 

m 

2 

269 

Widow  Nel-oa  A  Son 

1.50 

75 

5 

270 

Fr.mri?  Dittv 

00 

30 

10 
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1 

1                  PRuruirrop.s  XAJiES 

Acres 

Uodd 

rate 

1 

£ 

■S 

'.'Tl 

.hi.i  Me:i.I         .... 

103 

ot 

IS 

■-Ti 

Ir.ii  L'i'i!in£rs  . 

m 

30 

10 

•ir.i 

.[(.'sepl'.  >-i!/:^oa 

120 

60 

1 

-I* 

L:t,-.  Xoble       . 
l,;i/  Holmes    . 

60 

31) 
21 

10 

'j.'i 

Abrahmi  (.'enter 

!)<> 

is 

16 

"i;*. 

.Tin-  Calf 
N.'t  ilravv-n 

■■- 

3.3 

IZ 

ITS 

Not  ilrawn 

IT'.i 

XiU  (li-.uvn 

-Ml' 

N(>t(hMv,-n 

•.>.u 

Not  rlr:uvD 

>"o3S;  r.O:  U-J  :  14:5:  i.'U  :  -23.)  .in?  the  Xort'iorrmost  r:i:hts  in  the  six  rnn  .re  .i  or  the 
To^vu  oJ  i!arri;i:?ton  &  1 :  W :  SO  :  ly.< ;  1:jO  with  -JTT  are  near  if  not  the  most  soiUhern 
Lotti  ol  said  town. 


Petition  jor  pozvcr  to  raise  money.,  <xc. 

Province  of  "1 
Xow  J  lamp.  J 

To  His  EKcellency  Bennino:  Wentworth  Esq""  Governor  and 
Cornrnrinrler  In  Cliief  in  and  over  His  M;ijesty'.s  Province  of 
New  Hnmpsliire  in  Xew  En^chmd  the  Hon"'' His  2-.Iaie>ty's 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  for  Said  Province  in 
Genera!  Court  Convened 

Tlie  Humble  Petition  of  Thomas  Wright  Merclit  &  Dan- 
iel Jackson  Shop  keeper  both  of  Portsmouth  in  said  Pro\ince 
being  the  Surviving  Agents  of  the  Proprietors  oi  the  Town- 
ship of  Barrington  in  the  Province  aforesaid  Shews — 

Tiiat :  the  Laws  oi  this  Province  RespecHng  Proprieties  of 
Townships  or  other  Common  <.*v:  undivided  Lands  are  verv  De- 
iective  &  Insufficient  in  manv  Regards  to  Enable  the  Proprie- 
tors as  a  Distinct  Body  from  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie  Towns 
where  they  Live  to  Transact  &  carry  on  the  Bu.-<iness  of  .Such 
Proprieties  But  in  Particular  with  respect  to  the  Speedy  Col- 
lecting cc  levying  Such  Sums  of  Money  as  have  at  any  time 
Dcen  Granted  &  Voted  bv  the  Propriety  which  very  much 
Clogs  &  Embarrasses  their  affairs  &  Greatly  Retards  the  Set- 
tlement of  New  Town  ships  and  therebv  in  a  Great  Measure 
Defeats  the  Good  Purposes  of  Granting  Such  Townships 
Since  there  i.s  no  making  a  Settlem.ent  without  raising  money 
^nil  many  Persons  get  in  to  be  Proprietors  who  will  not  Vol- 
'■■ntarily  pay  their  proportion  of  the  Charges 

Tliat:  the  Proprietors  oi  the  Said  Township  of  Barrington 
;ire  Involved  in  the  same  Difficulties  of  other  Proprieties  in  the 
•''t<jresaid  Regards  and  in  Special  with  Respect  to  that  Impor- 
t.iiit    Article    of    Raisinjr    Monev    having    Several    Sums    in 
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Arrearage    which    tho'    they   have    assessed    &    apportioned 
upon  tlie  Proprietors  are  not  paid  in  but  Either  Reniain  nncol- 
lected  or  arc    in  the  Constables  hands   and  that  thro'    a  Deti 
ciency  of  the  Laws  upon  which  th.e  Proprietv  is  formed 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  in  belialf  of  tlieir  principals 
most  Humbly  Pray  that  an  act  may  be  now  past  to  Enable  the 
Collector  or  Constable  of  t'lc  Said  Propriety  to  CollccL »!;  Levy 
their  arrearages  in  the  same  Summary  way  the  Constables  of 
Towns  may  do  and  give  the  said  Proprietors  the  same  Remedy 
against  their  Delinquent  Collectors  or  Constables  and  also  to 
make  Edectiud  Provision  for  Raising  &  Levving  money  upon 
themselves  for  the  future  in  such  an  Expeditious  metl:iod  as  the 
nature  of  their  affairs  Require  &;  Your  Petitioners  as  in  duty 
Bound  Sh.ail  Ever  Pray  &c 

[March  4"'-  1741  Thomas  Wright 

Da:,'  Jacksox 

In  th2  Ho'j-e  of  Representatives  ^larch  ; he  12'''^  I74i-  the  ^v:thin  Pe- 
titi>/n  Read  and 
Voted,  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  so  far  granted,  That  for  the 
future,  the  Proprietors  be  Enabled  to  make  Notes  «N:  Rai'^e  nionev  on 
themselves  and  that  the  Collectors  i;  Constables  be  enabled  to  -atiier 
the  sanie.  and  that  the  Proprietors  Shall  have  the  same  Remedy  a'^ainst 
their  delinquent  Collectors  oC  Constables  as  other  Towns  have  and  that 
the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  iJill  acco:din<;-iy 

James  JeiYrey  CI'  assem 

In  Council  Marcii  ;o-''  1741 

The  above  Vote  read  >c  Concurred 

Theod  Atkinson  Secy. 

March  22  Assented  to. 

B.  Went'.vorth 


Petition  of  Thomas  Shcpard. 
To  His  Exceliencv  Penning  Wentworth  Esq'  Governor  and 
Commander   in   Chief  in   and    o\er  the  Province   oi    Xew 
Hampsliire.  The  Honorable  his  ^Nlajestys  Councill  ami  hou^e 
of  Pv.epre.-entative3  in  General  Assembly  convened — 
The  Petition  of  Thomas  Shepherd  in  Behalf  of  himself  and 
the  other  Lihabitants   of  the  Two   mile   Streak  (so  called)    in 
tlie   Town;,hip   of  Harrington  in  said   Province   most   humbly 
shews  That  there  are   sixteen  families  settled  within  the  said 
Two   mile    Streak,    containing  upwards  oi  ninety  Persons  in 
all  That  the  Situation  of  the  Same  is  such  that  the  Ldiabicants 
are  verv  much  exposed  unto  the  Lrdian  Enemy 

That  the  summer  past  the  laboring  People  there  were  obliged 
to  leave  their  wives  and  children  at  home  naked  &  defenceless 
whilst  thev-went  out  about  their  business  of  hivsbandry  having 
no  Soldiers  thiere  to  guard  and  piotcct  them 
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Th.at  they  are  in  great  tear  that  t!ie  Indians  ^vill  de^trov  some 
(.f  ihcin  tl;e  approaching^  Sprin_:^  and  Summer,  if  they  tarr}' 
tiiere.  unless  the  Government  Allows  them  Some  Protection. 
That  in  Case  the  said  Inhabitants  move  in,  it  will  g'ive  the 
I'hicmv  an  advantage  besides  that  thereby  your  Petitioners 
Plancation  v/here  they  raise  Considerable  Pro'vision  will  lay 
unimproved 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  most  humbly  Pray  your  Excel- 
lenc\  and  Honours  to  take  their  Case  under  Consideration  and 
to  allow  them  such  a  number  of  Soldiers  &  for  such  time  as 
vou  shall  iudge  reasonable,  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty 
bound  sliall  e\'er  pray,  &c. 

Feb-  23'"  1747 

Thomas  Shipiierd. 
In  Council  March  S''  1747- 

TL-ad  ^:  ordered  to  be  sent  Doun  to  tlie  Ilotf'--  Houie. 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secv 


Petition  of  John  Marmath  cC-  Thos.  Shcpard. 
Mav  it  please  v"  Excellance  ^vee  make  bould  To  Truble  y^ 
Excellance  &  y''  honourable  Council  taking  in!:o  Consideration 
our  Dangerou.s  Conditio:!  of  o\v:  Eniniys  the  ',\'ant  ^zi  what 
vA-cw  vou  shall  think  proper' to  Ste;ite  One  the  two  Garresons 
at  Twomill  Streik  In  Barrington  beinsj  Oblidijed  to  Leave  our 
W'emen  &  Children  Exposed  in  Said  houses  Othervvise  our 
Cropes  must  Suffer  Oiu"  Dependence  Is  One  y-  Excellance  & 
that  you  will  Not  lett  us  be  any  longer  in  Such  a  Condition  be- 
ing the  Needfull  and  are  ever  y''  Excellances  hum.b'  Ser-vants 

J.  AV.  InIacmath 
Two  Mill  Streak  Tho'  Sheepkard 

In  Barrington 
Jan  the  15  1747. 


Petition  of  Selectmen  of  Barrington.  iC-c. 
To  His  Excellencv   Beuning   Wentwortri    Esq-'   Governer    & 

Commander  in   Chief    of   his   majestys    Province    ol    New 

Hampshire  Sec  &c 

Barrington  Feb.  lO'-  1763 
Sir  ' 

Whereas  The  Town  of  Barrington  h.as  for  Some  years_past 
paid  a  Considerable  Province  Tax  and  has  upwards  of  120 
Pok-s  in  it.  vrhich  we  humbly  hope  Intittles  us  to  ask  the  favour 
That  we  may  Chuse  one  Assembly  man  to  Represent  Said 
rov.-;i  in  '/    General  assemblv 
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Theiefore  Pray  your  Excellency  would  Vouchsafe  to  Grant 
the  Town  of  Barrington  a  Libertv  to  Chuse  such  a  Represen- 
tative to  appear  for  us  in  y"  General  assemblv  of  this  Prov- 
ince;  Which  favour  we  shall  soe  duclv  Esteem  and  as  in  Duty 
Bound  ever  prav  for  the  Supporters  of  our  Privelidge 
John'  Garland    ')  Paul  PIaves 

Eleazer  Yoo'xg  -  Selectmen.      Joiix  Hayes 
W'"  Cate  j  Hezekiah  Haves 

]Mark  PIunkixg 
P'raxcis  Wixklev  Jun 


Portsmouth  Feb.  19'^  1762 
Upon  the  %viti-iin  Petition  I  have  thouiiht  it  for  Hi?  Majestys  Service 
to  Incert  in  tlie  Kint:^  writ  the  Tov/n  of  Barrin^ton  which  please  to  till 
up  that  they  thereby  may  send  a  precept  to  the  Select  men  in 
time  ^o  make  Choice  of  a  proper  person  to  represent  them  in  the  next 
General  assembly 

I  am  Sir  Your  hum  Servt 

B.  Wentworth 
To  the  Hon'^''-  Tlis  Atkinson  Esq 

At  our  Anual  Town  meetin:;'  heM  at  The  meeting  house  In  Barring- 
ton  on   Wednesday  The   28'  ■  day  of  march  1770  our  Petition  Relating 
to  Parish  orders  lias  Been  Notified  and  Read  in  Said  meeting. 
Barrington  March  the  29'''  1770. 

James  ^larden 

Toun  Clerk. 

At  a  Town  meeting  held  at  the  meeting  house  in  Barrington  on 
Thursday  The  first  Day  of  march  1770  according  to  Notification  Then 
Voted  Deacon  John  Garland  A:  Liutenant  Samuel  Brewster  as  a  Com- 
mittee or  asjent>  to  Pertition  The  General  Court  tor  Paresh  Pov/ers  to 
Transact  our  affairs  Relating  to  a  minister  Seprate  from  other  aiTairs  of 
The  Town  and  from  other  Sosieties  Now  Subsisting  in  Town 
Barrington,  March  the  19'^',  1770. 

Attest  James  Marden 

town  Clerk 


Garland  d-  Brev:sters    Petition    in   behalf  of  the.    tozvn  of 

Barrington^  March  il^o. 
To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq"".  Governor  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  &  over  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
the  Hon"'"-  his  Majestys  Council  &  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Assembly  convened.     March  22  1770 
The  Humble  Petition  of  John  Garland  and   Samuel  Brews- 
ter both  of  Barrington  in  said  Province  as  agents  for  Barring- 
ton aforesaid  Shews 

That  there  are  in  said  Town  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  who 
call  themselves  Qiiakers  a  number  who  are  Separatists  from 
all  Denominations  of  Christians  and  also  a  number  o'i  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  o'i  En'T-land  besides  tlie  Common  Denomi- 
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n.ition  called  Congregationalists.  That  there  is  no  settled  min- 
i>tcr  of  that  order  nor  any  otlier  in  said  Town  at  Present  but 
frequently  Lay  Teachers  come  there  and  Encourage  Separa- 
tions &  Divisions  and  as  they  all  belong  to  the  To'\va  when- 
ever there  is  a  Town  meeting  to  consider  of  Setding  a  minis- 
ter as^  the  Law  of  the  Province  Directs,  they  alf  atten.-l  & 
.Sometimes  out  Vote  the  others  &  Introduce  the' greatest  disor- 
der &  Confusion 

W'herefore  Your  Petitioners  humbly  Pray  that  they  whose 
sentiments  are  in  the  Congregational  way  &Vich  others  as  will 
join  theni  may  be  erected  into  a  Parish  &  Authorized  to  Trans- 
act all  atlairs  relating  to  Settling  &  maintaining  a  Minister  of 
the  Gospel  &  other  affairs  relative  thereto  according  to  Law 
by  themselves  exclusive  of  all  others  who  will  not  join  vrith 
them  as  members  of  the  Same  Parish  or  Society  and  that  thcv 
may  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordinglv  and  your  Peti- 
tioners as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  &c 

John-  Gaf.laxd 
Samuel  Brewster 

Province  of      "|  ,.      rr  /-  t-. 

New  HaiTiDshire  (    "  ^"^  House  of  Representatiyes  March  J2'  1770 

Vofcd  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  Fridav  tiie 
thirtieth  Day  of  March  Instant  if  the  General  assembly  be  then  Sit 
ing  and  if  nor  Then  on  the  Second  Dav  of  their  sitin,;^  next  after  And 
tiiat  thev  Cause  the  Substance  of  the  Petition  and  Order  to  be  Posted  up 
at  the  Meeting-  house  in  said  Barrin^ton  and  if  a  Town  meeting  Shall 
be  held  in  said  Town  before  that  Day  then  the  same  to  be  read  at  said 
meeting  that  any  person  may  Shew  Cause  why  the  praver  thereof 
Should  not  be  Granted 

-     ^  M.  Weare  Cl^ 

in  Council  eodem  Die 
Read  i:  Concurred 

Geo.  King  D.  Sec 


Province  of  I  ,      ,      tt  -  t^ 

New  Hamps  1     "'  House  ot  Representatives  March  30,  1770 

The  Petitioners  being  heard  on  this  Petition  and  no  Objection  made 
by  any  Person  and  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  appearing  to  be  Reasonable 

Voted  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  Granted  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

,     ^  '  M.  Weare  CI' 

in  Council  Apr.  u,  1770 
Read  6c  Concurred 

Geo  King  D.  Sec 
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BEDFORD. 

[This  to\m  \\as  p-vante.l  by  JriTss.ieluisctts  in  IT'S;!,  and  rontinnod  und.-r  the  irov- 
erniueiifol  tli:it  TiMviivo  u^til  i;u.  1 1  nvus  ih-.,f  eallo-i  Narrair'nwct,  \u.  5  att.T- 
•vrards  boulieiran  East.     It  ^vas  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Uediord,  VJ  itay,  17.iO. 

Soiihcgan  People's  Petition  for  aid,  tt'c. 

(Now  Bedford.) 

Souhegan  Eiist  June  12  1744 
We  the  Inhabitants  of  Souhegan  East  Apprehending  our 
selves  Exposed  to  Immenent  Danger  both  from  tlie  French  I'v: 
Indian  Enemys  c^-  being  in  no  capacitA:  to  make  a  proper  Stand 
in  case  of  an  assault  from  do  constitute  &  appoint  3.1r.  John 
Chamberlin  our  Delegate  requesting  hinvin  y'  capacity Vith 
all  possible  speed  to  repair  to  Povtsmoutii  c^  to  repre.^eut  our 
Deplorable  case  to  his  Excellency  our  Governor  and  y "  o-en- 
eral  assembly  and  request  of  them  such  aids  both  in  respect  of 
men  &  military  stores  as  to  their  great  wisdom  mav  seem  meet 
and  which  may  put  us  in  a  capacity  to  repel  all'  attempts  of 
our  s'   enemies 

John  Riddel  Sam'  Woods 

John  Riddel  Jr.  James  Walker 

Forge;  Kenn''  i;er.ia:T;in  Kidder 

Huu-h  Ridell  William  Pattei-son 

Rite  hard  McAllister  Joh,n  Moor 

James  Kinnock  Robert  Gihnore 

John  McDugel  Thomas  Chandler 

Moses  Barron  Samuel  Patten 

James  Moor  Matthew  Patten 

John  Burns  Jonathan  Lyon 

John  Toms  John  Orr 

James  Moor  .  James  Linn 

John  Morehead  John  Dur>;ee 

Eleazer  Lvon  Alex"  Walker 

John  Roby  William  CaKvell 

John  Carr  Jas  Little 

Thomas  Vickere  John  Patten 

Thomas  Vickere  Sen  Robert  Walker 


A  List  of  tJie  names  of  tJie  families  of  tlie   luhabiianis  of 

Soiihegaii  East  upon  Merrimack  River. 

Timothy  Corlis  Samuel  Woods 

John  More  Ephraim  Bu-hnel 

Robert  Gillemore  Tliomas  Worthiey 

Robert  Little  Lev=  Moses  Barns 

John  Goffe  Thomas  Vickers 

William  Pateson  Eli?;er  Lion 

Thomas  Chandler  Robert  Gilmore 

John  Blare  John  R.obe 

Benjamin  Smith  Jun  Thomas  Farmer 

Jolin  MacDugel  Thomas  Farmer  Jun 

James  Walker  Benjamin  Smith 
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John  Taylor  Go'-n  rf )  Ridle 

Cap.  John  Chamberlin  Wid  MacQuadc 

Canada  Robert  Walker 

Joiin  Tom  liu>;h  Ridle 

Morehead  Forge'<  Canada 

William  Patison  Jim  John  Ridie 

James  More  Jun  Jonathan  Lion 

Thomas  Barn  James  Little 

James  More  James  Lynn 

James  Mathews  Elexander  Walker 

Benjamin  Smith  third         .  John  Bell 

John  Orr  Samuel  Pattin 

Joseph  Canada  Matthevv  Patten  Jr. 

John  Quig  Kiders  tamily. 
John  Burns 

.  To  Inahle  t'le  Inhabitants  on  a  Tract  of  Land  on  the  West  Sidi  of 
Merrim.ack  River,  to  raise  a  reasonable  Tax  for  the  Supp<;rt  of  a  Min- 
ister of  the  Gospel  cVc  >i;  to  make  choice  of  iit  per-ons  to  collect  the 
Same 

It   is  ordered  by  His  Excelency   with   tlie  advice   of    His    Majestys 

Council    Tliat  on  day  of  April  next  Capt    Toiin  Go;i"e   holds   the 

first  To^vn  meetintj  yivein^  Ten  davs  Notice  iliereof  to  the  Inhabitants. 


Pciiliofi  of  Presbyterians  in  Bedford. 
To  His  Exeirv  ];^e-nning  Weutwortb  Esqr  Governor  iS;  Com- 
ancler  In  Chief  of  His  ^Majesty's  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  to  the  Honourable  His  !>.Iajestys  Counsil  as- 
sembled at  Portsmouth  May-  y"=  10'^  I750- 
The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of 
Souhegau  East  so  called  Sheivcth 

That  your  Petitioners  are  the  Major  part  of  sd.  Souliegan 
that  your  Petitioners  as  to  our  particular  persuasion  in  Chris- 
tianity are  Generally  of  the  Presbyterian  Denomination  That 
your  petitioners  through  a  variety  of  Causes  having  been  Long 
Destitute  of  the  Gospel  are  now  Desirous  of  taicing  the  proper 
steps  in  Order  to  have  it  Settled  among  us  in  the  way  of  Dis- 
cipline which  we  judge  to  tend  m.ost  to  our  Edification  That 
your  Petitioners  not  being  incorporated  by  Civill  authority  are 
in  no  Capacity  to  Raise  those  Sums  of  money  which  may  be 
needfuU  in  order  to  our  proceeding  in  the  above  Important 
atlair. 

May  it  therefore  Please  your  Excell'y  &  Hon"  to  take  the 
Case  of  your  Petitioners  under  Consideration  and  to  Incorpo- 
rate us  into  a  town  or  Destrick  or  in  Case  any  part  of  our  In- 
habitants should  be  taken  off  By  any  Neighbouring  Destrick  to 
Grant  that  tho.se  of  our  persuasion  who  are  Desirous  of  Ad- 
hering to  us  maybe  Notwithstanding  Exxused  from  support- 
ing any  other  Pario'i  Charge  than  Vv-hcre  they  Conscicncously 
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adhere   we   Desiring  the   Same   Libertv    to   those  within  our 
Bounds  if  :iuv  vet  be  and  vo"  Petiti'"'  shall  E\'er  Pray  &c 


Samuel  Miller 

\V'illiam  Moor 

John  Riddell 

Thomas  Vickere 

Malthew  Little 

James  Moor 

John  Tom 

James  Kennedy 

Robert  Gilmor 

Richard  McAllister 

John  Moor 

Thom.as  Chamb'rl'n 

John  >[cDugle 

Samuel  Patien 

Ale-V  Walker 

Gan  (?)  Ridell 

Ben  Smith 

John  Goffe 

John  Orr 

John  Morehead 

ja!ne>  Little 
These  are  to  certifie  that  -sve  the 
John  Goffe  Esq''  and  Mr.  samue!   p 
der  to  obtaine  Incorporation  for  ur 
us  the  subscribers 

Daited  Mav  the  lo'^  1750 


Robert  Gilmor  sen. 

James  Math  is 

Forges  Kennedy 

John  McLaughlin 

William  Kennedy 

Forgious  Kennedy 

David  Thomsond 

James  McXight 

Hugh  Riddel 

John  Burns 

Daniel  Moor 

James  Moore 

Gerard  Ro^vell 

John  Clark 

James  Walker 

John  McQ^a-e 

Robert  Walker 

John  Beil 

Patrick  Tugu'^art 

>ratthew  Patten 

John  McLaughlin  Sen"" 
above  Subscribers  Do  Commission 
atten  to  pre-;ent  this  petition  in  or- 
according  to  tb.eir  Instructions  trom 

Ja.mls  Little.  Cleark. 


Bedford  Petitio?ifor  the  revival  of  their  propriety. 
To    his    Excellency    Benning    Wentworth    Esq^    Gov''    &c. 

The  Hon-  his  ]Siajesties  Councel  .And  house  of  Represe''^' 

in  General  assembly  Convened  at  Portsmouth  the  thirteenth 

day  of  July  1756 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bedford  in  the  province  of 
New  Hampshire  ]Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  proprietors  of  Narrag-ansett  Township  Xo.  5  Alias 
Bedford  and  part  of  Merrymac  have  not  had  a  prop"  meeting 
for  several  years  and  that  the  Clerk  of  said  propriety  has  been 
Dead  some  space  of  time  and  there  is  no  Comitee  in  the  pro- 
priety- to  Call  proprietors  meetings  The  Consequence  whereof 
tends  much  to  your  petitioners  Damage 

That  there  was  Land  Resei-ved  by  the  prop''  in  their  Survey 
of  the  said  town  for  higluvavs  and  inasmuch  as  roads  Cannot 
be  made  on  all  the  said  land  so  reserved  we  are  obliged  to  Lay 
out  roads  Elsewhere  and  for  want  of  a  prop''  meeting  Legally 
Called,  TJie  power  of  Disposal  of  said  reserved  land  Cannot 
be  Gfiven  to  the  to\','n  which  if  it  were  \ve  might  change  with 
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those  persons  who  have  their  land  Cut  with  town  roads  who 
oucrht  to  ha-s-e  a  proper  Satisfaction  for  their  lands  so  taken 
and  wonld  thereby  prevent  the  towns  paying  a  Considerable  of 
money  yearly 

Wherefore  vre  pray  that  your  Excellencv  and  hon""'  would 
take  the  premises  in  Consideration  and  Grant  us  an  order  to 
Call  a  prop''^  meeting  of  Narragansett  Township  N"  five 
and  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray 

^vIath"^^  Pattex 

by  a  vote  of  the  town. 


In  Council  July  15  1756 

read  »i  orderet!  to  be  sent  Doun  to  the  Hon^''"  House 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 
This  Petition  being  read  ordered  that  it  be  Dissmissed 

♦  A.  Clurksen  Clerk 


Bedford  Petition  for  a  tax  on  tJicir  land. 
To  his  Excelencv  Benning  Wentworth  Esqr.  Govr.  &c.     The 

Hon'-    his  2vlaic5ties   Councel  And  hotise  of  Represent''"  in 

General    assembly   Convend    at  P.ortsmouth  the  thirteenth 

day  of  July  1756 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bedford  in  the  province  of 
New  Hampshire  would  most  humbly  Remonstrate  That  the 
fewness  in  number  of  our  Inhabitants  with  the  Expences 
which  Xecessarvly  arises  for  us  to  pay  and  the  Deficultys  at- 
tending the  performing  the  settlement  of  a  new  Town  That  a 
large  QviantitA-  of  the  town  Lving  imsettled  and  vacant  of  any 
Inhabitants  and  ha\e  Rec '  no  help  to  Defraying  any  of  our 
Necessary  Charges  from  the  proprietors  of  any  such  unsettled 
land,  for  the  space  of  twelve  or  tburteeti  years  in  which  term 
we  (being  a  Fronteer)  Endured  the  hardship  of  the  late  Indian 
war  for  which  Reasons  your  Petitioners  is  rendered  very  una- 
ble to  Carrie  on  the  building  a  house  for  the  publick  Worship 
of  God  or  a  house  for  the  use  of  the  ministery  in  said  town 

Wherefore  we  humbly  pray  that  your  Excelency  and  hon'* 
would  take  our  case  in  Consideration,  and  Grant  us  a  tax  on 
all  the  land  in  the  town  (Exclusive  of  Ministery  Ministerial 
School  and  highway  Lands)  for  the  term  of  two  years  at  six- 
pence pr.  acre  Each  year  or  so  much  as  you  in  your  wisdoms 
Shall  think  Sutficient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  and  your  pe- 
titioners shall  ever  pray 

MATTHE\y  Patten  Agent  for  the  town 
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la  Council  July  15'''  1756. 

read  ^  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to-  the  Hon^''^  House 
Theod  Atkinson  Ssec 

Province  of ")  r     .,      1,  ,-  n  ^  »•         t   1       ..',        ^ 

■V-        Tf  ^  in  the  House  ot  Representatives  Tulv  ic''^  17^6 

rsewHampsj  ^  j     .     .->       /o 

The  abo'^e  Petition  beins^  read 

Ordered  That  the  Petitioner  be  heard  thereon  ^v"**  2'  Day  of  the  Sit 
ting  of  the  General  assembly  next  after  the  i''  day  of  sept  next  Ensue- 
ing-  &  Yt  in  y  meantime  y  petitioner  at  his  own  Cost  Cs;  Charge  Cause 
this  order  of  Court  with  the  Substance  of  s'  Petition  to  be  advertised 
in  some  publick  print  for  three  weeks  successively 

Andrew  Clark'^on  Clerk 
In  Council  July  15  1756 

The  witJiin  \ote  read  ^  Concurred 

'Theod  Atkinson  Secy 

Province  of  ~1  t      .u      ir  r  t^  ,.   »•  T^      r     ^  ^ 

■v^       TT  'In  the  House  of  Representatives  Dec"  16,  I7;6 

New  Hamps  j  *^  '     /o 

TIt^Is  Petition  being  read 

Voted  That  the  prayer  thereof   be   Granted,    &   that  tiie   petitioner 

have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

Andrew  Clarkson  Clk. 

In  Council  Eoderri  Die 

read  vS:  concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Socv 


Petition  of  James  Caldivell. 

To  His  Excellency  Bennin<::  Wentworth  Esqr  Captain  General 
Governor  &  Commander  In  Chief  In  &  over  his  ^Majesty's 
province  of  New  Hampshire  the  Hon''''-'  his]Majesty's  Coun- 
cil &  House  of  Representatives  In  General  Assembly  Conv'^ 
the  3o'-'  day  of  Nov'  1763 

The  Petition  of  James  Caldwell  of  Bedford  In  said  province 
Humblv  vShews  tliat  your  petitioner  beinjj  one  of  the  Select- 
men of  Saiil  Town  for  the  year  1762  toi^ether  with  2vlr.  John 
Gofle  vli:  Mr.  James  Lions  did  agreeable  to  their  usual  form  &: 
Custom  &  agreeable  to  Law  (for  calling  Town  meeting)  put 
up  a  notification  for  calling  tlic  free  holders  &  other  Inhabitants 
of  said  Town  together  at  the  usual  place  forChusing  selecttnen 
Constable  &  other  Town  officers  for  siiid  Town  as  the  Law  Direct- 
ed, agreeable  thereto  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Bedford  met  and  at 
said  nieetingmadechoice  of  ^^.I'  JuBell  to  be  their  Moderator  &; 
then  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  the  Select  men  &  other  Town 
officers,  when  the  Moderator  Declared  that  by  the  Votes 
Brought  In  they  had  made  choice  of  Mr.  James  Little,  Mr. 
Sam'  Pattin  &  your  petitioner  for  their  Select  men  .&  Mr.  Rich- 
ard M  Allester  as  Constable  for  Said  Town  to  Collect  the 
Taxes,  so  it  hapned  that  at  said  meeting  there  was  no  Justice 
present  to  sware  S'  othcers  cV  no  Refusal  Irom  anv  one  of  them 
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at  that  time  that  tiiey  would  not  serve,  but  since  it  so  happens 
bv  S'l.'tic  misunderstanding  or  other  tiiat  -SP  Sam'  Pattiu  who 
was  Chosen  as  a  Select  man  refuses,  as  well  the  Constable  ^Ir. 
Richard  M-Ulester  they  calling  it  an  Illegal  meeting  for  what 
Reason  is  best  known  to  themselves,  as  your  petitioner  is 
Qiiite  Igtiorant  of  any  Illegality  cSc  your  petitioner  v/ith  Mr. 
James  Little  another  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town  (being 
Ignorant  of  the  Law  in  such  Cases)  did  put  up  one  other  no- 
tification for  calling  a  meeting  In  Said  Town  for  Chusing 
Town  Ofhcers  which  meeting  was  held  on  the  24  ultimo 
when  other  officers  were  chosen  in  their  stead,  but  by 
our  charter  we  find  we  can  hold  no  town  meeting,  Only 
on  the  last  Wednesday  of  March  for  choice  ot  Town  ofH 
cers  whicii  we  did  agreeable  to  said  Charter  &  the  sev- 
eral officers  was  Chosen  as  before  men.tioned,  &  expecting 
they  would  take  the  oaths  as  usual,  the  Moderator  Dissolved 
the  meeting  by  which  means  we  are  notable  to  Call  any  Tov/n 
meeting  for  this  Year  Chusing  proper  officers  to  Levy  &  Col- 
lect the  province  Tax  laid  on  said  town  of  Bedford  &  if  not 
LeevyVf  &  Collected  this  present  year,  the  Burthen  the  next 
would  then  of  Consequence  be  double  the  sum  its  this  year, 
which  would  make  it  very  difficult.  Wherefore  your  petitioner 
Humbly  prays  the  aid  of  this  honorable  Court  touching  the 
premises,  &  that  you'd  be  pleased  to  Grant  such  Releif  as  you 
in  your  great  wisdom  Shall  think  proper  &.  your  petitioner  as 
in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  pray  &c 

•   "  "  James  Caldwell 


In  Council  December  i  1763  read  «S:  sent  down  to  the  Hon"'°  assembly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 

Province  of  1  r     ^,      ,  en  ..    ►•    .,  r^_.^r    ,    r-r,-. 

-V-,,,.  tr  ■  in  tlie  house  of  Representatives  Dec",  i,  i;Oj. 

-New  rlainns  j  ^ 

This  petition  beinsr  Read  Voted  that  the  prayer  thereat"  be  granted  & 

that  the  petitioner  have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk 

In  Council  Eodem  Die  read  t!!C  Concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 

Assented  to     B.  Wextworth. 


Petition  of  the  Selectmen   S   Cojnynittce  of  Safety  of 

Bedford. 

To  the   Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  State  of 

New  Hampshire. 

The.Petitioa  of  ais  the  Subscribers  Selectmen  and  Commit- 
tee of  Safctv  for  the  Town  of  Bedford  in  the  County  of  Hills- 
borough in  said  state  Humblv  shews  That  your  Petitioners  are 
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Informed  that  M''  John  Houston  of  said  Bedford  Intends  to 
make  application  to  your  Honours  to  have  Liberty  to  Take  the 
oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  State — to  serve  a  Secular  Interest  as 
we  appreliend  we  Humbly  Pray  that  you  would  Defer  His 
Taking  it  or  giving  him  any  Recommendation  in  his  Favour 
as  being  Friendly  to  the  Cause  of  America  untill  the  Town  of 
Bedford  shall  be  Notified  to  appear  at  a  Convenient  Time  as 
you  Shall  think  Proper  to  shew  cause  why  he  ought  not  to  be 
admitted  to  said  oath  which  we  Conceive  Thev  are  Capable  to 
do  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  v,-ill  Ever  Pray 

Thomas  Boice     ") 
James  Vose  [■  Selectmen 

William  \\'hite  ) 
Bedford,  Sep""  ye  24'''  177S 

We  the  Subscribers  appoint  Capt.  Samuel   Patten  to  Pre- 
sent this  our  Petition 

James  Caldwell' 
Sam'  Fatten 
John  Goffe 
Sam'  Vose 
John  Bell 


Committee 
of  Safety 


BENNINGTON. 

[This  town  is  in  Vermont.  It  was  pranteil  bv  Governor  Benning  Went\rorth,  3d 
Januarv,  1719,  aud  from  lum  derived  ics  name.    Ed.] 

i^lr.  Sani^  Robinson' s  petition^  Dec^  9''',  i/^S- 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq''  Governor  and 
Commander  in  chief  in  &  over  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire The  Hon^'*  his  Majesty's  Council  &  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  said  Province  in  General  x\ssemblv  Convened, 
Decemb'  S'"  1763 

The  Plumble  Petition  of  Samuel  Robinson  of  Bennington  in 
said  Province  Esq""  as  agent  for  &  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  said  town  Shews 

That  there  are  about  fiftv  Families  Settled  in  Said  Town 
and  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  settled  among  them,  and  the  said 
Town  is  in  a  Good  forwardness  k.  Prosperous  condition  con- 
sidering the  time  of  the  Grant  and  the  distance  from  other 
Settlements, 

That  the  burden  of  Supporting  the  usual  Town  Charges  is 
heavy  upon  new  vSettlements  especially  till  they  have  the 
necessary  Public  Buildings  finished  and  the  Building  a  Con- 
venient Meeting  House  for  Public  Worship  and  a  Convenient 
School  house  is  at  present  too  Great  a  Charge  for  the  said  Inhab- 
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it.-iuts  buL  as  those  houses  being  built  &  duly  Improved  greatly 
Encourages  Settlers  t<.  raises  the  Value  of  the  Lands  Your 
Petition'  humbly  Prays  That  they  may  be  authorized  to  lay  a 
Tax  for  a  Limited  time  on  the  Lands  in  said  Township  for  so 
much  annually  and  for  such  a  time  as  will  be  Sufficient  to  de- 
fray the  Charge  of  Building  such,  a  Meeting  house  Si  School 
house  wirhin  said  Township  and  they  will  eyer  Pray  &c 

Sam''  Robinson 
In  Council  December  S'""  1763 

Read  tV;  Sent  dow  n  to  the  Hon''''"  Assembly 
Province  of  "I  In  the  house  of  Representatives  DeC  9-''  1763 
New  Hamp  /      This  petition  being  read. 

Voted  That  the  petitioner  be  heard  thereon  the  second  day  of  the  sit- 
ting of  the  General  Assembly  next  after  the  fir^t  day  of  Feby  next  X 
that  he  Cai;se  the  substance  of  this  petition  A:  order  of  Court  thereon 
to  be  advertised  three  ^vceks  succe.-^sively  in  the  New  II,"inip»hire  Ga- 
zette ^hat  any  persons  concerned  may  appear  .S:  Shew  Cause  if  any  they 
have  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  Granted 

A  Clarkson  Clerk 
In  Council  Eodem  Die 

Read  vi:  Concurred 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Secy 
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[This  town  W.T3  panted  by  Massaolmsetts,  and  was  called  Contoocook,  until  in- 
coi-poratad  bv  New  Hampshire,  -ll  April  ITai.    Eu.J 

Petitio7z  oj    Contoocook^  Penacook   and  Canterbury J^or  pro- 
tection from  the  Indians,  1747- 
To  His   Excellency   Penning  Wentworth   Esq""  Captain  Gen- 
eral and  Goyernor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  oyer  his 
Majesty's  Proyince  of  Xcw  Hamp""    To  the   Honorable  his 
Majestys  Council   and  House  of  Representatiyes  in  General 
Assembly  convened  the  twelfth  Day  of  November  i  747 
The   petition  of    Phineas   Stevens,  (i)    Ebenezer    Eastman 
and  Jeremiah  Clough  in  Behalf  of  themselves  and  tlie   Lihab- 
itants  of  Contoocook.  Pennycook  and  Canterbiuy,  in  said  Prov- 
ince, most  humbly  shews 

That  the  said  Places  are  frontiers  and  lay  open  and  exposed 
unto  the  French  and  Indian  Enemy.  That  they  are  not  able  to 
protect  and  defend  themselves  in  Case  of  a  Vigorous  attack 
from  the  Enemy  which  they  have  Reason  to  fear  may  be  the 
Case  as  soon  as  there  Shall  be  Snow  Sufficient  to  travel  with 
Snow  Shoes  That  luiless  they  are  protected,  the  Inhabitants 
Will  be  under  a  Necessity  to  break  up  and  leave  their  habita- 
tions and  so  Consequently   the   frontier  will  be   bro't   nearer, 

(1)  He  wa3  the  first  n-.iaistor  of  Bo;cawen.    Ed. 
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That  voui-  rctilioners  humbly  conceive  it  will  be  much  better 
tor  the  I^■o^  ince  to  have  those  Places  Protected  tliaii  to  have 
them  broke  up.  W'hcretbre  your  Petitioners  humbly  Pray 
your  Excellencv  and  Honours  to  take  this  Petition  under  your 
wise  Consideration  and  be  pleased  to  Grant  such  a  numl^er  of 
men  for  c.ich  of  the  before  mentioned  Places  and  for  such  time 
as  to  vour  Excellency  and  Honoiu-s  shall  seem  meet  and  reason- 
able and  vour  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  &c 

Phixeas  Stevexs 
Ebexezer  Eastmax 

JERE.^tIAH   ClOUGH 

In  Council  Nov  12"'  1747  read  &  sent  down  to  the  Hoir '■"  House. 
Theodore  Atkinson  Secv 


Contoocook  Pctiticn  for  aid. 

To  His  Excellencv  Banning  Vv'entv.orth  Esq'  Captain  Gen- 
eral &  Govohuer  in  chief  in  and  over  liis  Majeslie's  Province 
of  Xew  Hampshire  In  New  England 

The  Petetion  of  \-  Inhabitants  of  a  Plantation  called  Con- 
toocook in  y-  sd.  province  of  Xew  Hampshire  Humbly 
Showeth 

That  where  as  your  Humble  Petitenrs  being  Certtainly  In- 
formed of  a  Declaration  of  war  Between  y''  King  of  England 
and  France  and  Tharefore  Looking  uuon  our  selves  as  Exposed 
contenualy  to  y^  atacks  of  y"'  Indians  who  are  subjects  or  al- 
lies to  y-  King  of  France  and  vv-e  would  Beg  Leave  Humbly 
to  Lay  ou.r  Case  before  vour  Excellency 

May  it  Pleas  your  Excclency  we  have  P>een  at  Great  Ex- 
pence  and  Labour  in  Bringing  to  y'"  settlements  in  y '  planta- 
tion so  far  as  thay  are  att  this  time  by  setteling  a  gospel  min- 
ister erecting  Houses  subduing  Lands  and  Bringing  too  a 
cosidable  Qiiatity  of  Wilderness  and  in  erecting  proper  Forti- 
fications fjr  Defence  in  case  of  an  Indain  war  one  of  which 
was  Built  in  y"  year  1739  a  building  of  considerable  Expense 
to  y-  proprieters  and  of  great  conseqence  to  y '  Inhabitants  being 
100  feet  square  and  all  This  to  advance  y '  Kingdom  of  Christ  in 
the  world  and  farther  to  enlarge  and  advance  his  majestie's 
Dominions  in  the  american  continent  we  have  Like  wise  been 
att  great  expense  and  cost  in  erecting  houses  to  Dwell  in  and 
in  moving  from  our  habitations  the  m.ost  of  us  into  sd  Fort 
in  order  for  our  securit\-  till  proper  help  shall  arive  to  us  for 
want  of  v.'hich  many  "persons  have  Removed  and  more  are 
Remo\ing  from  us  to  the  Great  Discouragement  of  those  that 
tarry  behind  and  aU  tho  we  might  Defend  our  selves  in  our 
Fortitication  yet  we  cant   support  our  selves  becaus  we  have 
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no!ie  to  gard  us  In  our  Biisncss  and  tnore  over  the  command- 
iMj^r  ofcccr  in  the  pkice  has  so  far  iieclectod  thepeoj:!lc  that  thay 
are  very  uneasy  he  never  having  caled  them  to  Gether  since  he 
Reed  his  commission  Refusing  to  Repair  to  the  fort  or  to  tak 
any  care  of  it  or  the  people  in  it  never  seting  anv  watch  or 
ward  so  that  the  Inliabitants  are  \A-ithout  a  LeadeV  yet  tliev 
have  consantly  Kcept  a  watch  and  ward  in  said  fort  or" ■^aresou 
Those  v/ith  many  others  are  the  Difecultvs  we  Labo"  under 
two  manv  to  be  hear  enumerated  of  which  we  IlumbU-  Beg 
Redres  or  your  Excelence  in  such  wav  and  maner  as  vour  Ex- 
celency  in  v.-isdom  shall  think  Best  and  vour  Humble  pclisions 
as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray  Sec  '  . 
Contoocook  JuuQ  y-  5'^''  ij^j^ 
Richard  Flood  WiKiam  Emerv 

Richard  Jackman  Moses  Burbank 

John  Cowin  Samuel  Emerv. 

Joseph  Easinan  Nathaniel  Meloon 

John  Fouler  Ezekiel  Flanders 

Andrew  Bohonan  Josiah  Bibhiip 

Jacob  Flanders  Jor^e  Jackinan 

Daniel  Rolfe 


Petition  frcjK  Sundry  Persons  at    CarJoocook^  Prayin;^  for 

jnilitary  oficcrs:. 
To  His  Excellency  Bennlng  \\'entwor;h  Esq 

Honored  S'  we  the  vSubscribers  Being  Souldiers  of  Contoo- 
cook Do  Humbly  Desire  your  Excellency  to  Grant  to  M"" 
John  Rollins  of  said  town  a  Captins  Commission  a!id  Like- 
v.-i>e  a  L,et'  ,S;  Insins  Cominishon  to  t\vo  other  men  of  said 
tov,-n  whome  he  the  sa.id  Rollins  shall  nominate  the  Perform- 
ance wl-.ereof  will  Grately  oblige  your  Humbel  and  Dutifull 
Sarvants 

Contoocook  November  y-  29''*  1743 


Jacob  Flanders 
Ambrus  Goold 
Josiah  Bishup 
Enos  Bi.-hup 
John  EUet 
'Thomas  Cook 
Benn\ore  Dudy 
Thomas  Estman 
N;\ t h :in e I  F> a n ro rd 
William  Cofocr 
Jesse  F'landers 
Thomas  >ranuei 
Willia'.n  Doj4;iden 
John  Boin 

Jacob  Flanders  Junior 
John  FoAvler 


Ed\v-_ird  Fitch'^auU 
John  Flanders 
Moses  Call 
Sinkler  Been 
Daniel  Rolf 
Ezekiel  Flanders 
Richard  Flood 
John  Johnson 
Willan  Peters 
Andrew  Bohonon 
David  Barker 
William  Danfcrd 

iohn  Call 
fatlianel  Maloon 
Sam'    Eiumerv 
William  Emmery 


6o  XEW  HAirPSHIRE 

ContoocooJi  Pe'ifio?i  for  a  land  Tax  for  support  of  a 
minister. 
To  His  Excellency  Beniiing  \Vent\vorth  Esqr.  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majestvs  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  To  the  Honorable  His  majestvs  Council  & 
House  of  Representatives  in  General  assembiv  Convened 
the  t^velfth  day  of  November  1747 

The  Petition  oi  the  Proprietors  of  the  Plantation  calldCon- 
toocook  in  the  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  most  humbly 
Sheweth — Tliat  your  Petitioners  have  had  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  Setled  among  them  for  about  the  space  of  seven  vears 
That  notwithstanding  the  Difficulties  arising  from  the  \\\xx  he 
hitherto  has -continued  at  said  Plantation  and  v."ould  still  con- 
tinue there  if  supported  and  maintained  by  the  Proprietors 
That  for  want  of  a  Law  to  enable  and  Impower  the  said  Pro- 
prietors to  Raise  money  and  Collect  the  same  for  the  support 
of  the  ministers  tliere  The  Burden  thereof  Iveth  on  a  few 
Wh.erefore  your  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray  your  Excellency 
and  Honours,  That  by  a  special  act  they  may  be  authorized 
and  Impowerd  thereunto  and  that  not  only  the  Lauds  of  the 
Residents  but  also  oi  the  non  Resident  Proprietors  V-VX\  be 
rated  tov/ards  tlie  support  of  the  Ministry  there  for  such  time 
and  in  such  Proportion  as  shall  be  judged  reasotiablc  In-  vour 
Excellency  and  Honours  and  }Our  Petitioners  as  in  Duty 
bound  shall  ever  Pray  &c 

Joseph  Coffin,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Said  Proprietors. 

Nov  13'-  1747     In  Council 

read  ifc  concurred  orderd  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon^'"  House 

Theodore  Atkinson  secy 


Petition  for  AutJiority  to   Collect  Taxes. 

Province  of      1 
Xew  Hampsliire  j 

To  His   Excellency  Bcnning  Wentworth  Esqr.  Captain  Gen- 
eral and  GoN'ernour  in  Chief  in  and  over  said  Provin.ce  And 
To  the  Hon''"'  his  ^Nfajesties   Council  and   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  now  Assembled 
The  Petition  of  us  the   subscribers   Humbly   Sheweth.  that 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Town  of  Boscawen  have  at  their  meet- 
ing from  tim.e  to  time   Voted  sums   of  money  as   they  tliought 
needful  to  carry  on  their  publick   aftairs  &  particularly  a  sum 
of  monev  to  purchase  a  Right  of  land  in  said   Town  of  Bos- 
cawen for  the  Encouragement  of  the  settling  a  gospel  Minister 
in  the  Town  The  Right  lu.ve  been  purchased  and  given  to  the 
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Rev.  Mr.  Roble  Morrill  The  money  have  been  Assessed  and 
such  oriijinal  Right  was  proportionately  Taxed  And  now  for 
v.ant  of  Legal  power  to  Collect  said  money  some  part  of  said 
proprietors  (notwithstanding  their  forwardness  in  voteing  said 
money)  neglects  or  Refuses  to  pay  their  Equal  part  thereof  & 
for  want  of  said  money's  being  Collected  and  paid  in  there  is 
an  action  in  Law  Commenced  against  said  proprietors  in  order 
to  recover  said  money  which  is  greatly  to  the  prejudice  and 
Damage  of  the  rest  of  said  proprietors  whoe  have  paid  their 
ful  part  of  said  money  &  tends  greatlv  to  hinder  the  propa^-a- 
tion  and  Settlement  of  the  Town  Theretbre  We  Humbly  prav 
your  Excellency  5c  Honours  to  Invest  said  proprietors  with  ful 
power  &  legal  authority  to  Collect  what  money  hath  alreadv 
been  or  Shall  hereafter  be  voted  bv  said  proprietors  for  their 
use  by  makeing  sale  of  the  Delinquent  proprietors  Land  or  in 
any  other  v.'ay  your  Excellency  &  Hon"  in  your  great  Wis- 
dom Shall  think  best  and  your  petitioners  as  in  Dutv  bound 
shall  e\er  prav 

Dated  Bu  sea  wen  august  2^''"  176^ 

George  Jack.max  Jun  )  Com*''  for  said 
Thomas  Carter  j    Proprietors. 

Province  of  1  t     .u     tt  -  t^  ■         o  ^       - 

Nevv  Il.m.p>  /  ^"^  ^^'^  ^^^'-'^^^  °'   Ropreseatanves  Sep"  9'^  1707 

The  within  Petition  being  Considered 

Voted  Tlis.t  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  their  Petition  the  third  dav 
of  the  Sitin::;-  ot"  the  General  Assembly  after  the  fifteenth  dav  of  Octo"- 
ber  next  and  tiiat  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  Cost  Cause  the  Sub- 
stance of  y-  Petition  and  order  of  Court  to  be  printed  three  weeks  suc- 
cessively in  the  New  Hampshire  Gazett  and  Boston  Gazett  That  anv 
Person  mav  appear  and  Shew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  tiiereof  should  not 
be  Gi-anted 

U.  Weare  Cl^ 
In  Council  Septem''  11'''  1767     Read  &  Concurred 

T.  Atkinson  Jun  Secy 

Province  of ")  r     ^1      tt  ,- t,  .         ^  ,  .       ^^ 

New  H'lmos  1     ''  House  ot  Representatives  Feb.  y'  19''  176S 

The  within  Petition  bein?^  Considered  and  appearing  Reasonable 
and  no  Objection  made  against  it 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  have  libertv  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  to  answer 
the  Praver  of  the  Petition 

M.  Weare  CI' 
In  Council  Feb.  z^-*'  176S 
Read  ^:  concurred 

Geor  King  Dep  Sec. 


b2  NEW  HAMPSfllRE 

Petition  J'or  a  ynsticc  of  the  Peace, 
To   His  Excellency  Benning-  WentNvorth   Esq''  Governor  Jc 

ConiiTiandcr   in  Chief   of  His   Majesty's  Province   of  New 

Hampshire 

Whereas  tiie  Tov-,"a  of  Boscawen  in  said  Province  has  ever 
since  it's  .first  Settlement  been  destitute  of  a  Commissionated 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Such  an  oliicer  bcin.g  often  needed  (more 
especially  since  our  Late  favourable  Incorporation  bv  vour 
Excelleucy)  we  lire  Subscribers  C^;  Inhabitants  of  said  Town 
Pray  Your  Excellency  to  Commisslonate  ]N,Ir.  George  Jack- 
man  Jun''  of  said  Town  to  be  Justice  of  the  Peace  he  having 
deserved  well  for  several  years  Last  past  in  the  acceptable  dis- 
charge of  public  Trust  to  him  Committed  And  your  Petition- 
ers Shall  as  ii)  Duty  bound  ever  Pray 

Boscav.'en  January  29-''  ijr66 

Ezra  Carter  Jolin  Weh'^ter 

Petitior.er  tho'   not   an  Inhabi-         Joiin  Flcxnders 

tant  of  Boscawen  U'i'.Ham  Emery 

Moses  Foster  '  John  Coser 

Petitioner  tho'  not  an  Inhabi-         Thomas  Corscr 

tant  of  Bo5cav.-en  Ephr"  Woodbury 

John  Fowler  J^sse  Flanders 

Thomas  Carter  Stephen  Call 


BOW. 

[Bow  was  Incorporated  20  May  1727,  by  Xew  Hampshire.— El>.] 

Bo'V  Rcjiionstrance  against  Runiford  Petition^  1749. 

Province  of  > 
New  Hamp  j' 

To  his  Excclency  Benning  V.'entworth  Esq  Capt.  General 
Governour  &:  Comander  in  Chief  in  c^  over  his  2slajestys 
Province  afores^  &  To  the  Hon  •''  his  Majtys  Council  for  said 
Province 

Humbly  shew  the  Selectmen  of  tlie  Township  of  Bow  in 
the  Province  aforesaid  in  behalf  of  the  said  Town  Sc  the  Pro- 
prietors thereof  that  thev  have  been  Informed  that  a  Petition  is 
Preferred  to  your  Excelency  &  Hon'"*  Desiring  therein  that  the 
Inhabitants  on  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Pennycook  may  be  In- 
corporated ar.d  Infranctized  with  Town  Previledgcs  &c  Si  that 
the  bounds  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition  (as  your  Petitioners 
are  Informed)  makes  great  Infringement  on  Land  belongir.gto 
Sc  vvithin  the  Charter  of  the  s'  To\vn  of  Bow  Wherefore  your 
Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  that  the  said  Petition  from  the  People 
at  Pennvcook   iriav  not   be   granted   as   asked  for  and  t'-.at  the 
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Proprietors  of  Bow*   may  have   opportunity  to  shew  to  yonr 
Excelencv  Sz  Hon"  The  unreasonableness  of  the  said  Petition 
and  vour  Petitioners  a?  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray  ^cc 
George  Vexseygur  (?)  )  Selectmen 
Abram  TiLTON  "     j    of  Bow. 

februry  y-  7*"''  Day  1749-50 


Pera}nbuIatlo?i   of  the  toivn  lines  of  Bg-.v. 

The  piirambleation  o^  the  Lines  of  the  to^vn  of  Bow  as  surveyed  by 
me  the  Subscriber  on  or  about  the  year  1749.  I  beir-in  at  the  Reputed 
Bound  of  the  town  of  Chichester  at  the  head  of  Notingham  i:  from 
thence  R.un  north  we«t  four  miles  to  the  head  of  Ep'^om  then  there 
marked  a  maple  tree  with  tlie  word  Bow  a:  Sundry  .Letters  and  from 
baid  tree  which  I  Called  the  East  Corner  of  said  Bow  I  Run  north  west 
four  miies  to  tiie  west  Corner  of  Chichester  y'  north  east  one  T^iile  to 
Cancerbi'.ry  South  corner  tiien  north  west  five  miles  on  said  Canter- 
bury y  South  west  nine  miles  which  Runs  to  North  west  of  Rattle 
Snake  hi!I  and  most  of  the  pond  that  Lays  on  the  norch  west  side  of 
said  hill  and  said  Line  Crosses  Hopkinton  Road  .so  called  and  tukes  part 
of  said  town  in  :hea  we  marked  a  tree  ^.V  Run  South  East  rive  miles  and 
marked  a  '.ree  '."''  one  mile  South  west  then  South  East  fjur  miles  V'' 
north  East  nine  miles  to  where  we  began 

Walter  Bryant 

P.  S.  I  Cro:--ed  marrimack  River  within  tv>-o  mile  oi  Canterbury 
Line  an'  found  all  the  Inhabitance  to  the  South  of  Canterbury  ^w  E.ist 
Marrimack  \\  lich  are  in  Rup.iford  to  be  in  Bow 


Petit  ion  of  the  Town  of  Bo'C^  1753- 
Province  of  1 
New  Hamp  j 

To  hi.s  Excellency  Beuning  Wcntworth  Esqr  Capt   General 
Governjur  k.  Commander   in   Chief  in  &  over  sd  Province 
and  to  the   Honouz-able   his  Majesties  Council  «S:   House  of 
Representatives   of  the   aforesd  Province    now  convened  in 
General  assembly  at   Portsmout'a   in  said  Province   as   they 
stand  Prorogxied  to  the  30'''  Day  of  October  A.  D.  1753 
We  the  Subscribers  lUunbly  Beg  leave  to  intorm  your  Ex- 
cellency and  Honours  that   att  a  meeting  of  the   Free   holders 
and  Inhabitants  of  tlie  tov^-n  of  Bow  in   sd  Province  held  the 
25^''"  Dav  of  July  last  past  persuant  to  a  special  act  of  this  Gen- 
eral  Aisembly  for  the  calling    sd   meeting   we  were   chosen 
Selectmen  for"  sd.  tov.-n  for  this  currant  }-ear  ;    And  that  since 
that  time  v/e  have  Received  tv/o   Severall   warrants  from  this 
Province  Treasurer  the  rir.st  Dated  May  30-''  1753  and  the  other 
Dated  the  26"'  Day  of  July  1753   by  the  first  of  which  v.-e  are 
commanded  in  his  ^Majesties   name  to  assess  the  Sum  ot  sixty 
Pounds  on  Said  Inhabitants  and  by  the  other  the  sum  of  thirty 
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one  Pounds  four  Shillings.  And  tho'  we  arc  Rend\',  (and  that 
with  cheerhihiess)  To  obey  E\ery  order  of  government  yet 
that  we  are  at  a  loss  as  to  the  l^oundaries  of  sd.  ]5ow  and  con- 
sequently Dont  Know  who  the  Inhabitants  are  that  we  are  to 
assess  sd  sums  upon,  that  the  Prop''  of  Bow  in  Running  out 
the  Bounds  of  sd  town  have  as  we  conceive  altered  their  Bounds 
several  times,  and  further  that  one  of  those  Gent-  that  pur- 
chased Capt.  Tufton  Masons  Right  to  the  Lands  in  sd  Prov- 
ince has  given  it  as  his  opinion  tliat  sd  Prop''  have  not  as  vet 
Run  out  the  Bounds  of  sd  town  agreable  to  their  charter  But 
that  their  South  East  side  line  should  be  carried  up  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  further  toward  tlie  northwest  and  there  is 
lately  [by  hib  order)  a  fence  trected  a  long  some  miles  near 
about  sd  place  Designed  (as  we  suppose)  as  a  Division  Fence 
between  sd  Bow  and  land  yet  claimed  b\-  s'  Purchasers  and 
that  on  the  other  hand  the  Inhabitants  of  Penycook  formerly 
Erected  into  a  District  by  a  special  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Province  (Tho  they  object  nothing  against 
submitting  to  order  of  Government)  Refuse  to  give  us  An,  In- 
voice of  their  Estates  (That  is  such  of  them,  as  we  have  asked 
for  the  same)  aledging  that  they  Dont  lay  in  Bow  and  that  this 
sd  assembly  did  as  good  as  declare  in  sd  District  act  So  that 
upon  The  whole  we  humbly  concei\-e  (unless  the  pleasure  of 
this  Courtis  first  made  known  Relating  to  the  aforesd.  atVairs) 
that  should  we  proceed  to  assess  the  afores''  sums  on  such  as  we 
may  have  concei'  are  the  Inhabitants  of  sd  Bow  that  manv 
would  Refuse  to  pay  the  Sums  that  should  be  so  assessed  on 
them  and  consequently  that  we  should  be  thrown  into  so  many 
Law  suits  as  would  in  all  probability  Ruine  us  as  to  our 
Estates.  Tiierefore  we  humbly  crave  that  vour  Excellencv  & 
Honours  would  take  the  afores'  affairs  under  your  wise  and 
mature  consideration  and  fix  the  Boundaries  of  sd  Bow  or  oth- 
erwise give  us  such  directions  as  you  shall  think  proper  and  so 
submitting  the  whole  affair  to  your  Excellency  &  Honours  to 
do  as  you  in  your  great  wisdom  shall  think  fit  not  doubting 
that  you  v/ill  give  us  such  directions  as  if  followed  by  us  we 
may  obey  the  commands  laid  on  us  by  this  court  without  the 
lest  detriment  to  ourselves 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  dutv  Bound  shall  ever  pray 

MosE.s  Foster        ^ 
Bow  Octob' y"  26'^  1753       John  Coffix  | 

RictrARD  Eas.max  ,^  Selectmen 

Da\'id  Abbot 

William  Moor 
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Prov.  N.  JIamp.  J'-inv  10"'  1754 

In  CouQcil  read  >.\:  concurred  5:  ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  Honble 
a-senibl_v 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 

roMni-e         ^  j^  ^^^  hou^e  of  Representatives  lanuarvthe  12  17;' 
Jsew  Hampsj  ^  -  -  '-^ 

Voied  that  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  the  within  Petition  on  the 
Thirtv  first  Day  ot"  January  Instant  if  the  General  assembly  be  then 
Silting'  if  not  then  on  tlie  third  Day  of  the  Sitting  of  the  General  as- 
sembly next  afterthe  first  Day  of  february  next  and  that  tiie  Petitioners 
at  their  own  Cost  serve  Moses  Leavit  E-;qr  Clerk  of  the  Proprietors  of 
Bow  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  ^;  of  the  Orders  thereon  that  the  s^ 
Proprietors  of  Bow  if  they  see  Cause  may  appear  iSc  ShewCau^e  if  any 
they  have  why  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  should  not  be  Granted 

Matthew  Livermore  Clerk 
In  Council  July  12'"  1754 
read  ^:  concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 

Province  of  \  j^  ^^^^  House  of  Representatives  febv  ;o-'^  17,-4 
•Sew  Hamps  i  '  .  <.  t 

One  of  the  Selectmen  of  Bow  bringing  This  Petition  into  the  House 
and  suggesting  thatthere  had  not  been  convenient  opportunity  to  serve 
the  Clerk  of  the  Propriety  of  Bow  with  a  Copy  of  the  Petition  tVc.  & 
praying  that  the  Petitioners  might  have  a  I'urther  time  appointed  for 
being  heard 

Voted  that  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  their  Petition  on  Friday  next 
if  the  General  assembly  be  then  sitting  if  not  tlien  on  the  third  day  of 
the  sittinq-  of  the  GeneVal  assembly  aext  after  Oi:  that  they  serve  the  Se- 
lect men  of  the  Proprietors  of  Bow  v.-ith  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  A;  of 
the  order  thereon  that  ys'  Proprietors  of  Bow  if  they  see  Cause  may 
appear  6c  shew  Cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer  of  the  Peti- 
tion'^ should  not  be  granted 

Matthew  Livermore  Clerk 

Eodem  Die, 

In  Council  read  ic  concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secv 


IJ'arrant  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province.  1753. 
Province  of  "t  To  the  selectmen  of  Bow  in  the  Province  of  Xew  Hamp' 
New  Hamps  /      for  the  Current  year  of  our  Lord  (1753) 

Pursuant  to  acts  of  General  assembly  of  said  Province  pa-s'd  in  the 
Current  year  of  his  Majesties  Reign,  namely  "  To  an  act  entitled  an  act 
for  granting  unto  his  most  Excellent  Majesty  a  Tax  upon  the  Polls  ii: 
Estates  within  this  Province  for  raising  the  sum  of  twelve  Thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  new  Tenor  for  the  ends  lic  purposes  in  this  act 
mentioned  and  to  an  actentitled  anactfor  a  new  proportion  of  the  Prov- 
ince Tax,  to  each  Town  6:  Parish  within  this  Province  of  New  Hamp'" 
hereafter  mentioned," — 

You  are  therefore  in  his  Majesty's  name  hereby  required  by  an  equal  & 
impartial  assessment,  to  raise  C^  levy  upon  the  Polls  &  Estates  (Rate- 
able bv  law)  within  said  Bow,  the  "sum  of  sixty  pounds  in  new  tenor 
Bills  'o(  Credit,  on  this  Government,  and  Committ  a  list  thereof  to  the 
Constable  or  Constables  of  said  B.ow;  Requiring  ,i:  directing  the  said 
Constable  or  Constables  to  Collect  i:  pa_.-  the  said  sum  in  said  Bill*  of 
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?  i  ,  J^e-surer  of  said  Province  for  the  time  bein-  on,  or  be- 
fore, the  last  day  ot  December  next  ^viz)  1753  You  are  aNo  Required 
some  tune  hetore  the  last  day  ot  December  aforesaid,  to  make  a  Return. 
to  the  said  Treasurer,  of  the  name  or  names,  of  the  said  Constable,  or 
Constab  es,  to  whom  you  shall  committ  said  List  >i;  the  sum  or  sum-  bv 
nim  or  them,  Respectivelv  to  be  paid,  as  aforesaid. 

Dated  at  Portsmouth,  this  thirtieth   dav  of  ISrav%  in  the  t^ventv  sixth 
year  ot  his  Majesty's  Reign  Annoque  Domini  1753 

Geo.  Jaffrey  Treas"' 

Warrant  to  the  Selecttuen  of  Bozv,  i7C^ 
rovince  ot  ) 
New  Hamp  / 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Bow  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  : 

Pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assemblv  of  said  Province  pass'd 
in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign  Entitl'd  "An  act  for 
granting  to  his  most  Excellent  Majesty  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand 
pounds  tor  promoting  an  Expedition  against  Louisbourur,  and  for  put- 
ling  his  Majesty's  Province  in  the  best  posture  of  Defence  in  the  pres- 
ent war—"  You  are  therefore  in  his  Majestv's  name  hereby  required,  to 
make  an  equal  &:  impartial  assessment  on  a"ll  I'olls  i;  Estates,  Rateable 
by  law,  within  said  Bow,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  Thirt%-  one  pounds 
four  shillings,  Bills  of  Credit,  Emitted  by  virtue  of  said  act'and  Committ 
a  list  thereof  to  the  Constable  or  Constables  of  said  Bow,  reouirin"-  and 
Directing  the  said  Constable  or  Constables,  to  Collect  cV  Receive°from 
the  Inhabitants  of  said  Bow  their  Respective  assessments  of  said  sum 
the  payment  whereof  may  be  made  by  said  Inluabitants  (if  thev  see  nt) 
in  said  bills  of  Credit,  according  to  their  Several  Denomiiuitions,  or  in 
coined  Silver  at  six  shillings  &  eight  pence  pr  ounce  Troy  weiirht  of 
Sterling  alloy,  or  in  Coin'd  Gold  at  four  pounds  eighteen  shillings  pr. 
ounce,  or  in  the  following  sorts  A:  species  of  Goods,  being  of  the 
produce  or  manuf^cture5  of  s''  Province  at  the  price  to  each  sort^ic  specie 
herein  Respectively  atfixed  (namely) 
Merchant! '  Hemp  per  ct.  £2:  i? 

Winter  »5:  tirst  tare  Isle  Sable  Cod  fi=.h  per  qtl    ••     15 
Barr  Iron  per  cw'  2    " 

Barley  pr.  Bushell  "     t 

Indian  Corn  pr  Bushell  "     4 

Beef  per.  lb.  "     0:3 

Merch"^-  white  pine  Boards  per  M   ■  2  :   q 

Beeswax  pr.  lb.  .  1:6 

Pitch  pr  Barrell  1-5 

Bay  berry  wax  pr.  lb  1:3 

Tar  br  Barrel  i 

Flax  per  lb  i 

Rye  pr  Bushell  :     ^  .- 

"VVheat  pr  Bushel!  :     6  : 

Peas  per  Bushell  :     S: 

Pork  per  lb.  4 

£ 

Joyst  pr  M  2  ( ?) 

White  oak  2  inch  plank  pr  M  8 :  o:  o 

Y"  same  proportion  for  thick 

Turpentine  per  Barrell  I  :io 

Tannd  sole  leather  per  lb.  1:6 

You  are  also  to  Require  the  said  Constable  or  Constables  to  Collect 
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and  pav  the  said  Assessments  unto  the  Treasurer  of  said  Province  for 
tlie  time  beinyf,  by  tlie  Twenty  fifth  day  of  December  next  ensuin,2'  the 
Date  thereof  and  sometime  betbrc  the  said  2>.^-'  day  of  December,  make 
a  Return  to  said  Treasurer  of  the  name  or  names  of  the  Constable,  or 
Constables,  to  whom  you  shall  Commict  a  List  of  said  assessments,  and 
tiie  sum  or  sums  by  him  or  them  Respectively  to  be  paid  as  atbresaid — 
Dated  at  Portsmouth  the  26"'  day  of  July  in  the  Twenty  seventh  year 
of  his  Majesty's  Reign  annoque  Domini  1753 

Geo  Jalfrey  Treas^ 


Petition  of  tJic  Agents  of  Bore  for  Loan  of  Mo7iey^  ^/H- 

Province  of*  t   1         •;, 

2s ew  Hamp  J  -      -      -^        '  - -^ 

To  his  Excellencv  Bcnniug'  Wentworth  Esq.  Capn.  Gen" 
G!jvernor  tC  Comaiider  in  ChietT  in  &  over  his  majestys 
Province  of  X.  Hampshire  afores'  The  Honble  his  tnaj'ty 
Council  al  the  General  assembly  of  sd.  Province 
Humbly  Sheweth  Clem-  !>,Iarch  Daniel  Pierce  &  Zebulon 
Giddings  as  ag;ents  to  &  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Township  of  Bow  in  said  Province  That  the  s  ■  Proprietors 
Coraenceu  an  action  of  ejectment  against  ont  Merrill  for  the 
recovery  of  about  Eight  acres  of  Eand  Lying  \vithin  the  said 
Township  of  Bo\v  that  tiie  said  action  was  carryd  thro'  the 
Law  here  tiuit  your  memorialist  recovered  judgment  at  the 
Superior  Court  of  Judicature  here  on  the  revievv*  That  the 
said  Merrill  had  complained  to  his  maj'ty  in  Council  of  his 
haveing  been  denv '  an  appeal  from  the  said  Judgement  upon 
the  review  that  his  Maj'tv  in  Council  was  Pleased  to  order  a 
hearing  of  the  said  action  before  him  in  Council  sometime  in 
the  month  cA  October  next  at  winch  time  Tlie  said  Proprie- 
tors are  order'd  to  appear  &c  and  as  the  Getting  of  Sterling 
monev  either  bv  way  of  Bills  of  Exchange  or  silver  is  at  Pres- 
ent very  Difhcult  if  to  be  obtained  from  Private  Persons  they 
Humbly  Pray  that  they  may  obtain  a  Vote  of  the  Governour 
Council  and  assemblv  for  Lending  of  one  hundred  Pounds 
Sterling  money  to  Defend  their  Title  to  the  said  land  and  they 
are  ready  to  give  such  security  to  repay  The  same  as  The 
General  assembly  shall  Please  to  order  or  accept  of  and  your 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray 

CLEM^^LiuCH    )     ^^ 

Zeb"Giddixgs,-j-^^-3^^^. 
D.  Peirce.        J 
Prov.  X.  Hamps. 

In  Council  July  25"''  1754 

read  i;  ordered  to  be  ^ent  Down  to  the  Honb'''  the  Gen''  Assembly 
,  Theodore  Atkinson  Secv 
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Vote  for  IciidtT'.g'  £ioo  Sto-Iin^;  to  the  Proprietors  of 

Bovj,  1754. 

Province  of )  j     ^^i      n  .-  t-.  .         ,   , 

New  Hamp/^"  *'^^  ^"^^''"^  ^'  Representatives  July  25  1754 

^V'hcreas  Clen-;ent  March  Esqr.  Daniel  Peirce  Esqr  and  Mr.  Zebulon 
Gif!dini,^s  ai  agents  for  the  PropricLors  of  Bo\v  have  Petitioned  the  Gen. 
assembly  of  thi<  Province  to  lend  tliem  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds 
.Sterling  mone^  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  a  suit  before  his  Majestv  in 
Council,  now  depending'  there  between  one  Merrill  and  the  s"  Proprie- 
tors and  signifyd  in  their  Petition  that  they  are  readv  to  give  such  se- 
curity for  the  Repayment  thereof  as  the  Gen'''  assembly  shall  please  to 
order  Therefore  \'oted  That  Theodore  Atkinson  Richard  Wibird  and 
Meshech  SVcare  Esqs  and  Mr.  Henry  Sherburne  Junr.  be  and  hereby 
are  appointed  a  Committee  they  or 'the  major  Part  of  them  to  draw  a 
13i!l  in  favour  of  the  s '  Petitioners  on  John  Thomlinson  Esqr.  aj^ent 
for  this  Province  at  i\\c  Court  of  Great  Britain  i'or  the  sum  of  one  fiun- 
dred  Pounds  Sterling  of  the  Interest  in  the  hands  of  the  sd.  John 
Thomlinson  Esqr  belonging  to  this  Government  and  that  the  s^  Clem- 
ent March  Daniel  Pierce  and  Zebulon  Giddings  Give  security  unto  the 
s'^  Committee  for  the  payment  of  the  >u:n  of  th.!-ee  hundred  pounds 
Bills  of  credit  nev/  Ten"  on  this  Province  within  one  vear  from  the 
date  of  sd  Bili  to  be  by  thein  drawn  a>  afores '  with  six  pr.  cent  Interest 
in  like  Bills  and  that  t'le  sd.  Cominittee  put  tiie  >'  Principal  and  Inter- 
est when  rec'd  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Province  (taking' a  Receipt  for 
the  same)  and  thtit  the  same  be  burnt  to  a'-hes  in  the  face  of  the  Gen- 
assembly  in  order  to  sink  so  much  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Prov- 
ince, emitted  for  carrying  on  y=  Intended  Expedition  against  Canada 

^lattliew  Livermore  Clerk 
In  Council  July  25'''  1754 

The  foregoing  vote  read  ^:  concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 
In  Council  July  2^^  Assented  to 

B.  Wentworth. 


A?z   act  relating'  to  Bov:. 

Province  of      "I 
New  Hampshire  )  Anno  Regni    Regi--^  Georgii  S?cund:    Magnre   Brit- 
tai.'ue  Franciic  et  Hiberniie  \'icessimo  nono. 

An  Act  For  a^se-sing  and  Collecting  the  Province  Tax  due  from  the 
Town  of  Bow  within  said  Province 

Whereas  the  General  Assenibly  of  this  Province  ha\  e  Proportioned 
the  Province  Tax  for  the  several  Towns  Di-tricts  and  Parishes  in  this 
Province  to  pay  as  %vas  thought  most  Just  and  Reasonable  into  the 
Province  Treasury  for  several  years  past  and  have  Directed  the  Province 
Treasurer  from  time  to  time  to  Issue  his  warrants  Directed  to  the  Select- 
men of  the  said  Towns,  Districts  \:  Parishes  to  Assess  their  respective 
Towns,  Districts  and  Parishes  according  to  said  act  and  the  Laws  and 
usage  of  this  Province  in  such  Cases  and  the  said  Selectmen  to  make 
out  warrants  to  the  Constables  of  such  Towns  Districts  and  Parishes 
to  Collect  the  same  as  usual  in  the  Province  ^:  pay  the  same  into  the 
Province  Treasury  to  answer  the  several  ends  .i:  purposes  tor  v.hich  the 
said  Taxes  T.vere  Granted — But  iiot\\nthstunciing  the  care  of  the  Cieneral 
Asseuibiy  m  Providing  a  Supply  for  tlie  Trea.->ury  in  .Season  The  Town 
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of  Bow  in  sr.id  Province  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  assessin<^  and 
Collecting  the  Taxes  aforesaid  bv  neKlectint;  or  refusing  duely  to  Elect 
Select  men  Assessors  c\:  Constables  or  Collectors  to  assess  and  cohect 
their  proportion  of  the  Province  Taxe>,  aforesaid  and  when  the  Gen.?ral 
assembh-  made  a  special  act  for  calling  a  Town  meeting  and  choosing 
Town  officers  in  said  Town  of  Bow  in  the  year  1755  Tne  said  lown  m 
Contempt  of  the  Law  and  in  Defiance  of  the  Government  Refused  to 
meet  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  authority  as  atoresam ;  By 
means  ^yhereof  Xo  officers  were  chosen  and  no  Taxes  are  assessed  m 
said  Town  of  Bow  nor  i\ave  been  for  several  years  past  andthe  li--^^" 
urv  of  the  Province  Destitute  of  that  jn.st  proportion  ot  the  Taxes 
^vhich  the  said  Town  of  Bow  ought  to  pay  into  the  Province  Treas- 
ury • For  Remedv  whereof  and  tor  the  speedy  assessmg  Collecting 

and  paving  into  the  Public  Treasury  of  said  Province  the  sum  and  sums 
which  the'said  Town  of  Bow  ought  to  pay  into  the  same ; 

Be  i'-  enacted  Bv  his  Excellencv  the  Governour  Council  and  Assembly 
That  Ezra  Carfef  ic  Moses  Foster  Esqrs  and  John  Chandler  Gentleman 
all  of  said  Bo%v  thev  or  the  Major  part  of  them     Be  assessors  to  assess 
the  Polls  and  Psta^-s  within  the  said  Town   ol  Bov.-  as  the  Bounds  and 
Limits  of  said  Township  were  Run  by  Walter  Bryant  Surveyor  in  the 
''•ear  1740  in  a  iust  and  equal  Pronortion  Asreeable  to  y^  Laws  .V  u-u;^e 
of  this  Province,  The  sum  of  F-lve  Hundred  and  eighty  Pounds  and^-ix- 
teon  Shillin-s  W-w  Tenor  Bills  of  Public  Credit  of  this  Province  bemg 
the  sum  ordered  to  be  paid  bv  them  into  the  said  Treasury  and  in  oraer 
to  the  said  a<se<^ors  obtaining  the  Best  account  of  the  Polls  and  Estates 
in  said  Town  of  Bow  ic  to  their  making  a  lust  proportion  according  to_ 
their  Best  skill  and  Judgnient— The  ^aid  as..e.>or:;  or  the  major  partot 
them  are  herebv  directed  to  Post  up  Notifications   in  some  puolic  piace 
o.-  pi^c^s  v/irh'n  the  said  Town  of  Bow  Ten  davs  betore  they  proceed  to 
make  the  Said  asse-.ment  tiiat  a!i  persons   mav  have  opportu^lt^  ut 
thev  think  lit;  to  give  a  True  list  or  Inventory  o!  their  Polls  and  Kate- 
able  estate  within  said  Town  to  said   assessors  which  ir  they  or  any  ot 
them  shall  ne-'lect  or  ret'use  to  do  within  that  time  tne  said  assessor:-  or 
major  Part  of'them  are  herebv  Impowcred  and  directed    to  doom  such 
Person  or  Persons  in  such  sumand  sums  as  the  said  assessors  or  major 
part  of  them  shall  Tudge  thev  ought  to  pay  as  their  Proportion  of  the  said 
Tax  .'i-  of  th-  Cost' arising  in  about  and  concerning  the  assessing  Lol-_ 
lectin'-^\i' Pa  vino- the  Same  which   the    said  as>essors  or  major  part  ot 
them  are  herebv  Directed  and  impowered  to  assess  in  Proportion  to  and 
with  the  said  Tax  or  assessment  and  the  said  assessors  are   herebv  Di- 
rected to  be  sworn  to  the  faithful!  Discharge  of  theiroffice  c\:  Speedi.y  to 
proceed  in  and  make  the  said  Tax  or  assessment  with  a  Sufficient  over- 
plus for  cost,  and  abatements  and  Deliver  Lists  ot  said   Rates  or    Tax" 
with  proper  warrants  to  the  Collectors  hereafter  named  within  Uus  act 
and  certitie  the  sums  in  each  respective  list  to  y-  Treasurer  ot  said  Prov- 
ince within    two  months   next  ensuing   and  the  said  assessors  in  tlieir 
warrants  are  to  Direct  the  said  Collectors  to  Collect  and  pay  m  unto  the 
Province  Treasurer  the  aforesaid    Sum    of  five    hundred    and    Eighty 
Pounds  &  Sixteen  Shillings  New  Tenor  Bills  of  said  Province  at  or  be- 
fore the  Last  dav  of  December  next  and  account  with  the  said  assessors 
for  V  overplus  (if  any  be)  and  the  said  assessors  to  report  their  doings 
herein  to  tlie  Gen'  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be 

And  be  it  further  enacted  bv  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Timothy 
Walker  and  Tohn  Xoves  both'of  said  Town  of  Bow  shall  be  and  hereby 
are  appointed  the  Collectors  of  said  Tax  or  assessment  and  that  tiev 
Collect  and  pav  in  the  sum  cV'  sums  in  their  respective  lists  m  time  and 
manner  atbre<aidon  Penaltv  of  forfeiting  and  paying  into  the  Province 
Treasurv  for  his  Maiestvs  use  the  shm  in  their  respective   lists  men- 


/O  NEW  HA^rPSIflRE 

tioned  And  in  collectin,^-  the  same  &  an  v  part  thereof  The  said  Col- 
lectors are  hereby  Authorized  to  use  and  exercise  all  v^  Powers  and 
Authoritys  in  the  Law  Given  to  Constables  in  this  Province  for  their 
CoHectmi,^  y  Pubiick  Taxes  and  if  anv  of  said  Collectors  meet  with 
any  opposition  in  y  executing  their  oHice  or  if  the  persons  rated  or  any 
ot  them  shall  secreet  their  Goods  and  chattels  or  use  anv  means  to  pre- 
vent the  Collecting  of  this  Tax  in  manner  atbresaid  it"shall  be  Law- 
tuU  tor  such  Collectors  respectivelv  to  sue  the  person  or  Persons  so  re- 
fiis:n,^  before  any  Justice  of  the  PGace  in  Said  Province  and  anv  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  shall  ^S:  may  hear  cV  Determine  the  same  give  Judgm- 
therein  &  award  Execution  thereon  in  which  no  cssoi'.'i  Protection^  or 
wager  of  Lav.-  sh.all  be  allowed  i  no  other  Evidence  Xecessarv  than 
the  list  of  rates  under  the  hands  of  said  assessors  or  ma-'or  part  of  them 
to  Con\ict  ^:  y-  oath  of  y"  Collector  that  the  same  has  been  Demanded 
tour  days  &  not  paid  and  which  Demand  mav  be  made  bv  asidng  the 
sanie  of  the  Person  or  Leaving  an  acco't  of  the  sum  of  each  respective 
Persons  rate  in  such  list  at  the  usual  place  of  the  Abode  of  v  Person  rated 
lour  Days  before  any  Distress  or  Suit  made  for  v^same  in  manner  afore- 
said   , 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authoritv  afo>e.-aid  that  if  the 
said  assessors  sliall  neglect  or  refu-^e  to  Do  their  Dutv  in  making  said 
Rate  or  Tax  and  refu-ing  their  acc"t  of  tiie  same  as  atbresaid  Thet  Prov- 
ince Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  required  and  Directed  to  issue  his 
■U  arrant  of  Distress  Directed  to  The  Sheritf  of  said  Province  his  under 
Sheriff  or  c.eputy  to  Levy  said  sum  of  Five  hundred  and  ei^-htv  Pounds 
sixteen  shillings  upon  the  Goods,  Chattels  or  Land-  of  said  "assessors 
&  in  want  thereof  on  their  bodies  ^:  y  SiieriiF  under  SherirTor  Deputv 
is  hereby  authorized  Impowcred  and"  directed  to  execute  the  same  ac- 
cordingly and  pay  ;■«  said  suras  into  t!;e  Trea<urv 

And  be  it_ further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if  anv  Per- 
son giving  in  to  y"  said  Assessors  a  li.-t  or  Inventorv  of  their  ra'teable 
PoHs  or  Estates  shall  be  guilty  in  the  Judgement  of'the  said  Assessors 
or  ^Lijor  part  of  them  of  giving  in  a  false  list  or  Inventorv  of  the  Rate- 
able Polls  ii;  Estate  the  said  Assessors  or  ^^ajor  part  of  them  are  herebv 
Impowered  and  Directed  to  add  to  the  Rate  of  Such  Person  as  a  fine 
not  exceeding  twenty  shillings  to  be  collected  with  said  Rate  or  Tax  for 
and  towards  Defraying  y  charges  attending  the  same  which  fine  shall 
be  over  and  above  what  the  said  asses-ors  shall  think  reasonable  to 
Doom  suc-h  persons  as  their  Proportion  to  said  Rates  and  for  the  service 
of  jthe  said  assessors  in  Doing  their  Duty  as  in  this  act  is  required  thev 
.S:  Each  of  them,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  and  receive  cut  of  v^-hat  thev 
shall  so  assess  the  sum  of  seven  Pounds  a:  Ten  shillings  New  Teno'r 
each  of  them  and  each  of  the  said  Collectors  to  be  allovved  out  of  said 
assessment  by  them  to  be  Collected  tlie  sum  of  fifteen  Pounds  New- 
Tenor  each  of  them  for  such  their  Service:  and  to  prevent  anv  Incon- 
veniency  by  said  Town  of  Bow  their  not  choosing  Town  otticers  for 
several  years  past.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the 
said  assessors  or  major  part  of  them  are  hereb\T7Tip"owered  and  Directed 
to  Notinethe  Free  holders  and  Inhabitants  of'said  Town  of  Bow  Qiiali- 
fied  according  to  Lav,-  to  Vote  in  Town  affairs  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
phice  in  said  Town  of  Bow  as  tl-'ey  shall  order  and  direct  some  time  in 
y  month  of  March  next  in  the  year  1756  to  choose  selectmen  Consta- 
bles iz  all  other  Town  officers  ,ic  to  pass  any  vote  or  votes  as  thev  Law- 
fully might  at  any  tov,-n  meeting  regularlv  "warned  and  their  votes  acts 
Sc  choice  of  otlicers  Shall  be  as  good  Ov"  efiectual  in  Law  to  all  intents  ^^ 
purposes  as  if  they  had  not  neglected  to  choose  otlicers  iu  times  past. 


tows  PAPERS BOSCAWEN'.  /^ 

Pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Gen"'-  Court  of  the  Province  of  New  Ilamp"- 
I  the  Subscriber  Warned  a  meeting:  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
of  Bow  for  the  choice  of  Town  OiVict-rs  and  attended  the  same  as  ^[od- 
erator  at  tlic  Place  and  time  appointed  for  said  meetin.i;  which  was  v"-' 
2;d  of  April  last  but  there  was  but  one  Inhabitant  oi  said  Bow  that  at- 
tended the  Place  and  time  of  meeting  by  which  means  no  Tov.-n  0;ficers" 
are  chosen  for  the  present  year  to  assess  the  said  Inhabitants  their  pro- 
portion to  the  Province  Tax  agreeable  to  Law 

JOX'   Lo\'EWELL 

Portsmouth  May  y*  25'''  I755' 


Petition  for  a  ne-.c  survey  of  Lots, 

To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq'  Gov''  ^^'  Com- 
mander in  Chiefe  in  &  over  his  majes'  Prov.  of  Z\e\v  Ilamp 
The  Hon'"  liis  Majestys  Council  cS:  House  of  Representatives 
for  sd  Prov.    in  Gen' 'Assembly  convened  Jan.  the  fust  da}- 

1757 

The  Humble  Petition   of  Daniel  Pierce  Esq'   Tho^  Vv'iggm 
&  Daniel  Marston    Gent"  Vv'ill-"^   Pottle    Blacksmith  &   Benj"^ 
Norris  Yeoman  as  a  Committee  of  the  Prop'"  of  y    Tov/n  of 
Bow  in  s'^  Province  Shews  That  there  are   many  Peroonr.  v.'ha^ 
claim   a   Right  to  Lands  in  Said   Township   by  Titles  not  de- 
rived from  s"'   Proprietors  ..t  some  who  have  made  considerable 
Impruvement.s  there  with  whom  the  said  Propi'ietors  have  had 
manv  expensive  Suits  at  Law  which   has   much   impeded  the 
settlement  of  said  Township— That  many  of  the  said   claim- 
ers  &  settlers  particularly  those  who  hold  under  the   Proprie- 
tors of  Suncook  (so   called)   are   desirous  (as   they  say)  of^an 
accommodation    &    settlement    of    these    Disputes    &   to    be- 
come not  only  Inhabitants  oi  said  Bow  but  to  hold  their  Title 
under  that  of  s'  Bow  &  no  more  to  call  it  into  Qiiestion  which 
the  Proprietors  of  Bow  are  as  desirous  to  have  et^ected  &  have 
taken  nianv  steps  to  that  Purpose  being  sensible  that  these  Dis- 
putes will  tinallv  pro\TS  more  detrimental  to  themselves  if  ended 
by  y''  Law  tho''in  their  Favour   than  any   reasonable   Conces- 
sions That  notwithstanding  the  amicable  &  peaceable  Disposi- 
tions of  V"'  Parties   concern'd   there   are    Impediments   which 
prevent  the  good  effects  that  might  be  expected   to  result  irom 
such  a  temper  which  however  willing  they  are  not  able  to  re- 
move which  your  Petitioners  beg  Leave   shortly  to_  represent. 
That  the  Home  Lots  or  tirst  Division  in  s'  Township   ot  Bow 
which  were  laid  out  for  forty  acres  each   by  some  mistake  fall 
short  as  to  some  of  them  which  contain  not  much   more   than 
half  that  Quantit\- and  y'^  lots  laid   out  by  the  Prop'^^of   Sun- 
cook  run  across  these  oblikely   so  that  one  of  those   mtcrteres 
with,  several  of  these  in  many  Places    That  by  this  means  one 


^^  NEW  HA>rPSHIRE 

rerson  has  to  agree  with  several  for  his  particuhir  Lot  c^  some 
ot  those  are  minors  with  whom  no  valid  a-ieement  can  be 
made  ..  the  1  ropnctors  of  Bow  are  willino- 'those  who  have 
made  any  considerable  Improvements  there  (tho'  thevhavedone 
It  in  Judgment  of  Law  in  their  own  wrong)  should  eniov  the 
^ruitot  their  Labour  That  quieting  the  Possessors  (who 
have  improved  as  afores")  on  equitable^Terms  will  tend  much 
to  promote  the  Settlement  of  said  Township  raise  v^  Walue  of 
of  the  Land  &  save  the  great  Expense  which  inevitably  attends 
L^ontentinn  which  desirable  end  cannot  be  obtained  bv'anv  wav 
that  your  Petitioners  can  discover  unless  the  laviiV-  out  of 
some  ot  sd.  Home  Lots  by  the  Prop-  of  Bow  should  be  an- 
nuUd  .V- vacated  which  seems  to  be  necessarv  to  do  Justice  to 
some  of  the  owners  by  reason  of  the  mistake  atbresaid  a^  well 
as  for  the  other  Ends  before  proposed 

AVherefore  your  Petitioners  Humblv  prav  that  the  lavin^out 
ot_  tne  said  Lots  the  Return  &  Record  theVeof  as  done  by  y« 
saia  Proprietors  of  Bow  (or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  y  ■  ends  aforesaid)  may  be  entirely  annulled,'  &  vacated 
that  your  Petitioners  or  some  others  mav'be  enabled  to  lav  out 
other  unimproved  Lands  in  said  Tovrnship  sufncient  to  "be  a 
5^-.!St  equivalent  to  the  owners  of  s''  Plome  Lots  under  the  said 
Iropnetors  That  the  Land  so  laid  out  for  said  Llome  Lots 
may  be  tai-ien,  deemed  *^v:  adjudged  as  common  Land  so  far  as 
relatesto  them  or  those  claiming  under  them  that  they  may  be 
authorized  to  dispose  thereof  as  they  might  have  done  if  hhad 
not  been  by  them  laid  out  as  aforesaid  in"~order  for  the  proposed 
accommodation  &  agreement  or  so  far  as  is  Necessary  to  answer 
y"  desirable  Ends  proposed  and  that  your  Petitioners  may 
have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly  and  they  shall  as 
in  Duty  bound  ever  pray  Sec 

Bevj^'  Xorris  D.  Pierce 

William  PoxrLE     Thomas  Wiggix 

,    ^        .,  ,  Daniel  Marstox. 

In  Council  July  6,  i7:;7 

read  .V  ordered  to  be  sent  do^rn  to  the  Hon'-'i-  Assemblv 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 
Province  of  1  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan  -,  i-j-^r. 
New  Hainps  )  The  within  Petition  being  Read 

Ordered  tiiat  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  second  Dav  of  the 
Sittmsc  ot  the  Gen''  Assembly  next  after  the  first  Dav  of  February 
Next  A:  That  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  Cost  -i'  Char^re  cause  the  sub- 
stance of  this  Petition  with  this  order  of  court  thereon  to  be  published 
in  the  New  Ilarnp^  Gazette  two  weeks  successively  that  any  Person  or 
Persons  may  appear  at  said  Hearin--  A:  shew  Cause  if  anV  thev  have 
v/hj  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  Granted 

^     ^  .,  „  Andrew  Clarkson  Clerk 

In  Cci-.ncil  Eodem  Die 
read  ,ji;  concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec. 
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Province  of  ) 
New  I  lamps  )  In  the  House  of  Repre.ventatives  Feb  3'  1757 

This  petition  being  read  A:  its  appcarinj^  that  the  order  of  Court  had 
been  Comply'd  with,  No  person  appearin:;:  against  said  Petition.  ^  Bow 
Committee  the  petitioners  bein.:^  fully  heard  thereon  theretbre 

Voted  That  the  prayer  of  the'petit"ion  be  granted  cV  that  the  Petition- 
ers have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

Andrew  Clarkscn  Clerk 
In  Council  Eodem  Die 
Read  \'  Concurred 

R.  Wibbird  Secv. 


Inventory  of  Boxv  and    Cantcrbnry   1761. 
An  Invoice  of  the   Polls.   Stocks  and   improved  Lands  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Bon-,  (i)  taken  by  us  the  Subscribers    according  to   the  best  of 
our  kno^vledge 

Polls  154  Cattle  3  years  old  S5 

Houses  91  Do     2  years  old  90 

Planting  Ground  3-1-1  acres  Do     i  Year  old  103 

Mowing  Land       49S  acres  Horses  77 

Orcharding  16  acres  Do     3  years  old  12 

Oxen  160  Do     2  years  old  13 

Cows  222  Do     I  year  old  10 

Pasture  Land  150  acres 

Negroes  6 

6  mills  yearl_}-  inconi:?  -£i-5 

EzEKiEL  .Morrill  ]      Selectmen 
Thom.vs  Clolgh     /  tor  Canterbury 

i\)  The  to'.Tnship  of  Eo'.v,  at  this  time,  incluc'sd  a  large  part  or'  Rurr.ionl.  See 
Hist,  of  Concord,  pp.  •2U»,  i-lM.—'E.u. 

An  Invoice  of  the  Polls-.  Stocks  and  improved  Land-^  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Canterbury  taken  by  us  the  Subscribers  according  to  the  best 
of  our  knowledge. 

Polls  57  Cattle  3  years  old  22 

Houses  33  Do    2  years  old  29 

Planting  Land        62  acres  Do     i  year  old  37 

Mowing  Land       1S9    Do  'Horses  35 

Orchard  Land  4    Do  Do     3  years  old 

Pasture  Land         146  Do     2  years  old  4 

O.ven  ^2  Do     l  year  old  6 

Covv"s  9S 

One  Negro     2  Mills  yearly  income  .£20 

EzEKiEL  Morrill    )    Selectmen 
Thoai.\s  Clolgh       -  for 

Ephraim  ILvckett  j   Canterbury 
Bof.'  Canterbury 

Polls  £-770  Po!L*  '£1026 

Land  502  :  10  Land  zo(^  :  10 

Houses  231  Horses  105 

Oxen  480  Oxen  156 

Cows  444  Co'.Va  196 

3  yr  old  145:10  3  vr  old  33 

2    Do  103  2    Do  33 
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Boic.  Canterbury. 

I    Do  56  :  10  r     Do  21 

Slaves  96  Slaves  16 


4S2.S  :  10  17S7 

1000  Doom  -ioo  Doom 


£58^8  :  10  £^087 


Petition  of  Ed"-'^   7\i!ssel  d-  others. 
To   His  Excelleacy   ]^ennin<:^  Wentworth   Esq.  Captain  Gen- 
eral.   Governor   »S:    Comuiandcr   In   Chief   In   an;l   over  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  New  Hampshire,     To  tho  Hon'''-'  his 
Ivlnjesty's   Council   and   House   of  Representatives   for   said 
Province.  Conve:ied  in  General  Assembly  June  i.:''  1764 
The    Petition    of    Edward    Russell,    Solomon    Heath    and 
Thomas  Chandler  all  of  Bow  in  said  Province  Hum/oly  Shew- 
eth     Th.at   the   Petitioners  have  latelv   Settled   themselves  on 
some  of  the  Uncultivated  Land    in   said  Town  of  Bow  where 
the\'  still  remain  Hardly  able  to  support  themselves  and  Fam- 
ilies 

That  the  Petitioners  understand  there  is  a  \'erv  Great  Prov- 
ince Tax  laid  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  Town  of  Bov."  the  last 
year,  this  Prei^cnt  year  o:  the  next  year  for  tlieir  Delinquency 
for  the  space  of  seven  or  Eight  years  last  past  a  Proportion  of 
which  Tax  if  Laid  on  the  Petitioners  would  alniost  Ruin  them 
and  oblige  them  to  Qiiit  their  Said  Settlements.  Wherefore 
the  said  Petitioners  Piumblv  prav  vour  Excelfy  &  Hon'"  to 
take  their  Circumstances  imder  Consideration  and  Relieve 
them  from  pavin^;  ixrw  Proportion  of  the  said  Tax  In  such 
manner  as  Vour  Lxcell'y  &  Hon""'  sh:dl  in  your  Greict  V\'isdom 
Sl  Clen^.ency  see  fit.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound 
shall  ever  pray  lic 

Edw'  Rl'ssell  for  Himself 
and  Behalf  of  y"  Rest 

Province  of)  In  Council  June  14"'  1764 

New  Hamp  /  Read  .Ix  Ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  tlie  Hon'''"  Hou'=e 

T.  Atkinson  Jun  Secy 

Province  of  )  In  tlie  house  of  Roprescnt.-itives  June  14''  1764 
New  Hampb  j  Upon  Reud'g  tlie  within  petition 

Voted  that  the  petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  Second  Day  of  the 
sittinci:  of  the  Gen'  Assenibly  after  the  first  day  of  Ausj-.  next  lX  that  the 
petitioners  at  their  own  Cost  Serve  the  selectmen  of  Pembrook  Ezra 
Carter  Esq-  i  Capt.  Jn'  Chandlerof  said  Bow  wlio  arc  by  Act  appointed 
to  make  the  Assessments  for  the  Tax  Referred  to  in  the  within  petition 
■with  a  Copv  of  this  petition  vS:  order  of  Court  thereon  that  they  may 
appear  A:  Shew  Cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer  thereof  should 
not  be  Granted  and  further 'it  is  Resoived  that  tlie  Collectors  appointed 


TOW'S    PAPERS BOSCAWEN".  75 

for  Collecting  said  Tax  shall  forbear  Collecting  the  proportion  assessed 
on  the  within  Petitioners  untill  the  time  herein  appointed  for  a  hearing 

H.  Sherburne  Speaker 
In  Council  June  15,  1764  read  &  concurred 

T.  Atkinson  Jun  Secy. 

Province  of  1  In  the  house  of  Representatives  Jan  y  9,  1765,  A.  M. 
New  Mainps  j  This  petition  being  Read 

Voted  That  the  praver  thereof  he  Granted  &  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly     • 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk 
In  Council  Jciny  10  1765 
Read  ^c  Concurred 

T.  Atkinson  Jun  Secy. 


Pctitiuti  cf  Joscf>h  Baker  cV  PJiillp  Easlman. 
To  His   Excellency   Bcnning-  Wentucrth   Esq'    governor   and 
Commander  in  Chief  in   &   over   Iiis  majesty's   Pro-\-ince  of 
New  Hampshire  The  Hon''"'  his  maiestys  Council  and  house 
of  Representatives  for  said   Province    in   general   Assembly 
Conven'd  the  First  Day  of  ]May  A.  d.  1764. 
The  H-Liinble  Petition   of  Joseph  Baker  &    Philip   EasLman 
Sence   it  has  Pleas'd  your  Honours   to  Appoint  us   tlie   vSub- 
scrii^ers  to  Collect  tlie  Tax  that  Avas  .Vppointed  for   the  Inhab- 
itants of  Pow  to  Pay  into  The  Treasury  we  would  inform,  your 
Honours  That  we  Have  Taken  the  utmost  Care  to  Collect  the 
mone\'  bti.t  we  have  not  as  yet   Collected   Tlie   v/hole  and  we 
would  Beg  your  Patience   a  Little  while  Longer  and   we   will 
assure  your  Honours  that  we  will  Do  our  utmost  Endeavor  to 
to  fulfill   your   command,  furthcrniore  we  would   Inform  your 
Honom-s    that    there   is  v/ithin    the  Lines   of   Rumford    about 
Twenty  Poles   who   say  th.at   They   are  witlioat  Esq'  Bryent's 
Line  that  he  Pum  in   the  year  forty  Xine   c^    for   that  Reason 
Thev  Refused  to  give  in  their  Envoises  Gentlemen  we  Conceive 
that'v*-e   Shall  be  very   much   Iiurt    By  Neglecting    our    own 
Business  and  we  should   be  very  glad  if  yoiu-  Honours   would 
Take  it  into  your  wise  Consideration   and  order   the  Assessors 
to  Put  them  into  our  Lists  and  Bestow  it  upon  us  or  help  us  in 
any  other  way  vvdiich  your  honours  in  your  grate  wisdom  Shall 
Think  Best  and  your  Petitioners  Shall  Ever  Pray 

Joseph  Baker 
Philip  Eastmax. 

Prov.  of  New  Hamps 
May  2'  1764. 
read  (Sc  sent  down  to  the  Hon"'"'^  Assembly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secv 
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Petitio7i  of  Selectmen  of  Bo'u  to  be  easd  fron  heiitg  Rated 

ivith  Concord^  ■^^^'g'  2S,  1767. 
To   His  Excelciicy   John    \Verit\voith   Esq'  Ciiptaia    General 

Governor  and  Coinmander  In  Chief  In  and  over  His  majes'-'"' 

Council  and  House  ot"  Representatives  Convened  in  General 

Assembly 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectnien  of  Row  in  Behalf  of  th^emsclves 
and  Inhabitants  of  s'  Bow  Exclusive  of  such  as  are  Set  of  into 
Parishes  ;  Humbly  Sheweth  that  we  Have  Town  officers  aiJi'ree- 
able  to  Bow  Charter  and  arc  Ready  and  \\'illiri;:^  to  assess  Col- 
lect and  Pay  our  Propoition  of  Publick  Charges  with  other 
Towns  In  this  Province  your  Petitioners  Plave  \^Q.ic\\  and  are 
Xow  Greatly  abused  by  beinp;'  Rated  with  Concord  for  Their 
Select  men  are  V  major  Part  of  the  assessors  and  tii-jv  make 
the  Rate  as  thev  see  titt. 

Wherefore  the  sd.  Petitioners  Plumbly  and  Earncstlv  Prays 
your  Excelency  and  Honours  to  take  their  Distressed  Carcom- 
stances  under  Consideration  and  Releave  Them  From  Being 
Rated  anv  Longer  with  Concord  in  Such  manner  as  your  Ex- 
celency and  Honours  Sliall  in  your  Great  wisdom  a;id  Clem- 
ency see  Fitt  and  Your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall 
Ever  Pray 

Samuel  Rogers  ")  c  i     . 

c,  ,,-  /  belcct  men 

Samuel  \\  elch    ;-       ,-  -,-, 

E^   r  V  Ol      ijOW 

piiRAiM  Moony  j 

In  Council  Aui^ust  28-'-'  1767 

Read  >S:  Ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  t!^.e  Hon'''-  House 
T.  Atkinson  Jan.  Secy 


BRENTWOOD. 


rBreutrwood,  f  iniieily  pnrt  of  Exotei-,  wa.-  in^'orporated  'itj  June,  174-2. 

YiiX  various  other  Fa'pers  relating;  to  thi.s  Town,  see  those  under  Exeter.    Ed.] 

Names  of  persons  i??  Brenizcood  dcslri/!_g  a  ParisJi. 

Brintwood,  July  1 1 ,  1 743. 
We  the  Subscribers  Do  hereby  sit;niHe  that  we  Re:dy  Ex- 
pected and  also  Desired  to  stand  bv  the  Act  of  the  General  Court 
in  making  of  us  a  Parish  But  yet  we  perceive  that  the  hon'''* 
Corte  have  bin  Enformed  by  Sundry  Parsons  that  tlie  major 
Part  of  the  Parish  are  Dlssatisfy'd  in  what  is  don.e  in  that 
afair  this  is  to  Shew  it  is  not  so. 
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John  RoborJs 
Jo-<-'[ih  Lci'-'ctt 
Tliomas  Cjorden 
John  Marsh 
Roberd  Youn^ 
Edward  Stevens 
Daniel  Giles 
Israel  Smith 
John  Been 
Nicholas  Gorden 
John  Folsham 
Ithial  Smith 
Moses  Fitield 
David  Bean 
Samuel  Roberds 
Samuel  Jones  ■ ' 
Charles  Youni; 
Benj  ■  Ve^e\ 
Jeremiah  Bean 
Bile_\'  Harvey 
John  Giles 
Benj-'-  Roberds 
Johii  Roberds 
David  Smith 
Jonathan  Smith 
John  Smith 
Josiah  Mood_\- 
Zackiriah  jude  (?) 
Nath'-  Fo'sham 
James  Dudley  jun 
Joseph  Gose 
Benj '  Scribner 
Ebenezer  Hutchison 


Elisha  Sanborn 
James  Young 
Benj-  Filield 
Bridget  Smith 
Thomas  Scritchet 
Abraham  Smith 
Gor^"  Roberds 
James  Dudley 
Joel  Judkins 
Roberd  Brown 
Joseph  Atkinson 
.Jacob  Smith 
Jabe;:  Clough 
James  Glovd 
Nicholas  Dollof 
Alexandei'  Roberds 
William  Granby  (?) 
Daniel  Sanborn 
Jon '  Roberson 
Williani  Smith 
Jon  ■  Tailer 
Nath'  Prescoct 
Jon'  Cram 
Jercuiiuh  Row 
Jedetliah  Prescott 
James  Rohenson 
Daniel  Tilton 
John  Janics 
Joseph  Gi'ics 
Ilenerv  Marsh 
Job  Ken  is  tone 
John  Mudgit 


Petit irn  of  the  inJiah'^  of  the  North  /art  nf  Brent'cood 
about  a  meeting-htnisc. 

To  his  Excell'v  Benning  Weiitworth  Esq""  Gov''  (i  Cotnand  ""in 
Chief  in  &  over  his  ^laj"-  Proviiice  of  New  Hampshire  And 
to  the  Hon'''"'  his  Mai'' "■' Council,  <>>:  llcprcsoutatives  in  Gen" 
Court  assembled 

We  the  Subscribers  Freeholders  c^-  Inhabitants  of  the  North- 
erly part  of  the  parish  of  Brintwood  in  the  Province  aforesaid 
Do  Humbly  crave  leave  of  y'  ExceU'y  &  hon''  to  lay  this  our 
humble  Remonstrance  of  our  distressed  circumstances  before 
your  ExceU'y  &:  Hon"  as  follows  viz. 

Many  of  us  Li\  ing  four  or  five  Miles -Distant  from  Exeter 
meeting  House,  have  attended  the  Piiblick  Worship  of  God  at 
that  House  for  many  years  past,  witli  groat  Difficulty,  &  our 
Fanailys  Encreasing  made  it  much  more  dirHcuit  especially  in 
tlie  W'inter  Spring  and  fall  o'^"  the  \  •.•arc  V^'h-crcforc  About  eight 
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years  aj^o  we ->vith  vSevcral  of  the  Southerly  part  of  said  Parish 
Erected  a  Ilous-c  for  the  Publick  W^orship  of  God  in  the  most 
suitable  place  as  tliey  then  tho't  and  we  now  do  think  to  Carry 
on  the  Publick  Worship  in  And  accordingly  at  our  own  chari^e 
have  Carryed  on  the  Same  in  the  Winter,  wSprinp^  &  fall  of  the 
yeare  ever  since  as  we  had  for  four  years,  or  thereabouts  before 
Erecting-  said  House  carryd  on  the  Publick  Worship  in  a. 
Private  House  Standing  neare  our  Publick  Meeting  House 

And  about  last  February  was  twelve  month,  the  Freeholders 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  vSoutherly  part  of  Brintwood  aforesaid 
Petitioned  the  Town  of  Exeter  aforesaid  to  be  set  off  as  a 
Parish  contrary  to  the  will  &  desire  of  most  of  us,  &  said  Town 
of  Exeter  Gra'nted  their  said  Petition,  notwithstanding  niahv 
of  us  Disented  therefrom.  And  their  said  Petition  being 
Granted,  they  afterwards  applyed  to  your  Excell'y  &  Plon'^for 
a  Charter  for  said  Parish,  which  was  granted  them  Contrary 
to  our  Desier.  and  greatly  to  our  hurt.  Audi  we  also  having 
Earnestly  Petitioned  your  Excell'y  &  Hon'"  that  we  might  be 
permitted  to  Continue  to  Carry  on  the  Publick  AVorship  of 
God  in  our  said  House,  and  to  be  set  off  by  such  Boundaries 
as  your  Excelly  Sz  Hon'''  Siiould  think  n:!ect,  i:  to  be  Exeinpted 
from  all  Charge  tov/ards  the  meeting- and  ministry  in  the  South- 
erly p"  (if  Said  Parish  &c,  as  by  our  Petition  lying  before  v'' 
Excelly  &  Hon'"'  in  your  HoLib  ■'  Corirt  may  appear.  \Vluch 
Petition  the  Hon*^''"^  House  of  Representatives  have  seen  meet 
to  Dismiss  And  also  your  Excell'y  <i  Hon''=  having  app.-^inted 
a  Comittee  of  four  Gen'  tyro  out  of  Each  House  to  Prehx  the 
place  where  the  meeting  House  ought  to  Stand,  Three  of  said 
Gen'  liave  been  and  made  R.eturn  but  is  accounted  vovd  by 
your  Exell'y  &  Hon'''  For  that  the  Comitee  did  not  ail  Jovn 
in  their  Return  &  for  wdiich  Reason  our  Petition  ^\•a3  also 
Dismist.  Wherefore  our  case  at  present  Seems  very  hard  & 
Ditiicult,  we  having  been  at  sucli  cost  to  Erect  our  said  House 
and  to  maintain  Preaching  in  it  hitherto  &  the  Minister  also 
who  hath  hitherto  preached  to  us  beingatour  Earnest  desire  wil- 
ling to  Continue  with  us  in  the  Ministry.  If  your  Excelly  & 
■  Hon'-  will  in  your  great  ^^'isdome  take  this  our  Remonstrance 
of  our  Ditiicult  Circum.stances  in  our  Present  Meeting  House 
not  being  Established  &  our  afore-aid  Petition  not  being 
Granted  c\:  the  great  Charges  and  Ditricultles  we  hitherto  have 
and  still  do  Labour  luider.  under  your  Excelly  &  Hon'-  wise 
Consideratio'.i  &  be  pleased  to  gratit  us  Relief  herein  as  in 
your  Great  Wisdom  you  shall  so  meet  And  as  in  Duty  Bound 
we  your  Excellys  &  Hon''  most  obedient  Humble  servants 
shall  ever  Pray  &c 

Dated  at  Brintwood  June  27"^  Anno  Dom  1743. 
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Andiew  Gillman  John  Gt-or^e 

Wii-on  Eciw'  Thini,'- 

Edw'  (,'olcord  Dan'  Qiiiniby 

Nich"  Dudley  Sarrah  Gorden 

Antipa~.  Gi'.man  John  Leavit 

Tim'  I.eavitt  James  Stephens 

Benj'  Gi'.lnian  Jo>eph  H<>it 

Sam'  Ed:i:er'\'  Jo<-hu:i  Bean 

Sam''  Dudley  Jolin  Moijridge 

Jon'  Thin'^  John  tliltcn 

Stephen  Levit  •  Ithiel  ClitYord 

Jon^i^  Thing  Sam"  Smith 

Jon"  ^^'adley  Dan'  Wormal 

Nich'  Diic'ley  Jun'  ^[arthy  Bean 

J*^rem.''  Besn  Haley  Stephen^; 

John  Dudley     •  Jer "  Gillmun  Junr 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  r'  ij-l.^.  Tiie  v.-ithin  Petition 
read  ^  con,-idered  on  ec  Voted  That  Eleazer  R-u-sell-  E-qr  Mark  Lanij- 
don  Gen'  ^;  Xoah  Barker  of  Stracham  be  a  Committee  to  Joyn  Sueh  as 
the  I-Ion'''"  the  Council  shall  app'  to  go  to  the  Paris!)  of  Brentwood,  and 
view  the  Situation  of  said  parish  and  see  whether  it  will  ije  most  con- 
venient for  the  Inhabitants  thereof  to  be  Divided  into  two  Panslies,  or 
whether  the  whole  shall  meet  at  the  meeting  Hoii^e  already  Built  for 
some  Liniitted  time,  or  to  Conclude  upon  some  other  method  that  they 
shall  think  to  be  for  the  be>t  jjood  of  the  said  P's'h.  In  order  for  their 
being  Settled  in  Peace,  and  that  rhey  make  Report  to  the  Gen"  asi'" 
the  third  day  of  the  Sitt:n_g  of  the  Gen"  As.s  '  at  their  next  Session^  and 
that  tile  i'etitioners  be  at  the  ch:;rge  of  tb.e  Comittee  and  that  die  Peti- 
tioners Serve  the  Select  men  of  Brentwood  -ivirh  a  Copy  of  tiii>  Petition 
^r  Votes,  that  thev  may  Xotife  the  Parish  of  these  proceedings  and  that 
those  that  wili  dispute''  v/hat  is  acted  may  appear  at  the  day  above  said. 

James  Jeiiry  Cle'  Ass'-'^ 

Eod"  Die  In  Council  Read  and  Concurred  i:  tlie  above  said  Comittee 
hereby  Established  .^  Impowered  for  the  End  above  said 
Eod'^  Die  Assented  to     B.  AVextworth       Theodore  AtkinsonSecy. 
Copia  E\an-.ined  Theo' Atkin.-,on  Secy. 

Province  of  Hamp''  Sep.  iz^  ^743- 

Pursuant  to  the  v.'itnin  order  we  have  been  to  tb.e  Parisli  of  Brent- 
wood (S:  viewed  the  same,  .l;c  Considered  the  Circumstances  thereof  >.^ 
think  it  best  to  Continue  them  at  the  old  meetin','  House  tor  the  tearm 
of  four  years. 

Ele.\2er  Rcssell 
Mark  Langdon 
Noah  Barker 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  7'-'  the  Jj'  1743 

The  above  Return  read  And  Voted  That  the  Return  be  accepted,  and 
that  thev  Continue  at  the  old  Meetint,^  House  t"or  the  Space  of  tour 
years  and  at  the  Expiration  thereof,  The  Maior  Part  of  the  !ei:al  Voters 
'in  said  parish  at  that  time  Sliall  set  the  Meeting  House  for  Publick 
Worship  where  thev  think  Proper. 

James  Jeftry  CI'  Ass"'. 

In  the  House  of  Reprc-mtatives  Decern''  3'  1743- 

Voted  That  this  Petition  and  all  the  Proceedings  thereon  be  Dis- 
missed. 

James  Jeffry  CI"  Ass"' 
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Petition  of  Elis.ha  Sanborn  about  Brent'cood  1745 
To  the  llonlV  '  the  House  of  Reni'csentativcs  tor  the   Province 
of  New  Il.unps'iiire  in  Gcner:il    ab^emblv  conven'd  April  2"^ 

1745: 

The  PetiUon  of  Elisha  Sanborne  of  the  Parish  of  Brintwood 
In  Said  Province  Yeoman  as  aj;ent  for  said  ■  Parish  Humbly 
Shews 

That  the  Said  Parisli  was  made  &  Incorporated  bv  an  act  of 
the  0Q.■'^:^  Assembly  made  &  passed  iny*-'  Sixteenth  Year  of  His 
Majestys  Reign  by  Metes  &  Pounds  Set  forth  in  said  act  being 
before  part  of  the  old  Parish  or  Town  of  Exeter.  Tliat  Since 
the  vSaid  Parish  was  so  Incorporated  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor has  been  pleased  (by  »fc  with  tlie  a;ivice  of  the  Council) 
to  grant  a  Charter  for  Erecting  an.d  Incorporating  part  of  the 
afores'-  onrish  of  Jirintv/ood  Into  another  Parish  1)\'  the  name 
of  Keen^borough  whereby  great  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Brintwood  Conceive  themseh'es  Discluuged  from  paying 
Taxes  &  Doing  any  other  Dut\-  with.in  the  Parish  of  Brint- 
wood &  Claim  the  pov^'ers  auLhoritvs  ^K;  Privllcdges  of  a  Parish 
within  the  Limits  given  bv  the  said  Charter  the  consequence 
of  whicli  is  many  persons  are  doublv  t;r;'d  (S;  great  Debates 
&  strifes  have  &  are  likely  to  arise.  Th;it  the  Parishioners  of 
Brintwood  apprehend  that  not  oid\'  tiicir  p;.'\\-crs  authorit}'5  & 
priviledges  are  made  null  if  the  said  Charter  bo  good,  but  the 
act  of  Incorporation  aforesaid  is  also  Defeated  &  Superseeded 
which  greatlv  ati'ects  the  Rights  &  Priviledges  of  this  House 
&  in  tliem  all  the  King's  subjects  in  tliis  P:'  \  ince  That  the 
said  Parishioners  foresee  a  wide  Field  of  Law  opening  before 
them  herebv  (one  of' their  Xumibcr  ha\ing  l^een  already  Im- 
prisoned for  Rates  made  in  Consequence  wf  th.e  afores'  Char- 
ter) v.'hich  thev  Siiould  be  glad  to  avoid  if  it  could  be  without 
giving  up  their  Just  Rights  Wherefore  your  Petitioner  in  be- 
half of  his  principals  prays  the  advisenient  of  this  Hon''- 
House  In  the  premises  that  some  sclieme  may  lie  Pursued  In 
Conjunction  with  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature  as  may 
settle  these  Disputes  (but  just  beginning)  upon  such  a  founda- 
tion as  is  agreeable  to  the  Constitution  tS:  on  which  a  lasting 
peace  m.ay  be  built  &  Your  Petitioner  i\\  behalf  of  his  Constit- 
uents Shall  Ever  pray  &c 

Eli-sha  SAxncRX. 


Remonstrance  against  Kecnborongh    Patent. 

Province  of" 
N.  I  lamp-   j" 

To  His  Exc'-'  The  Q<:>w'  and  the   Hon  • '  the  Council     I\[ay  it 
Please  your  Ex  .^  Honors 
On  the  2'  Day  of  the  last  month.  Elislia  Sanborn  of  y  par- 
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ish  of  Brenhvood  in  s'^  prov.  Yeoman  as  agent  for  said  Parish 
represented  to  this  House  in  way  of  Petition  that  the  said  Par- 
i'^h  i*tc  (here  recite  the  Petition  at  laroc)        *  *  *  * 

Wliich  Petition  of  the  said  Elisha  in  Part  above  recited  we 
have  taken  into  our  most  mature  Consideration  together  \\'ith 
authenticated  copvs  of  the  said  act  and  Charter  mentioned  in 
said  Petition  with  such  other  Evidence  as  the  Petitioner  has 
tlioucrht  fit  to  hiy  before  this  House  in  support  thereof,  bv 
which  it  manifestly  appears  to  us,  that  there  was  an  act  oV 
Law  made  and  past  by  the  Gov'  Council  and  represen'^''^  of 
this  Province  datetl  the'         day  of  17      by  which  a  Part 

of  the  Town  of  Exeter  was  incorporated  into  a'  Parish  named 
of  Brintwood  by  rnctes  and  Bounds,  and  that  the  Inhabitants 
witliin  said  Bounds,  were  to  duty  Parish  Diity^  ?  and  receive 
parish  privile^^es  in  said  Brentwood,  and  were  exonerated  from 
pa:-ish  Duty  in  the  Pari;!;es  whereto  they  belonged  betbre  the 
Date  of  said  Law:  That  Discontent  soon  arose  among  the 
Parishioners  of  s'  Brentwood  about  the  Place  of  fixing'^their 
meeting  House,  which  occasionefl  a  new  Petition  to  the  Gov- 
ernor Council  and  Gen.  assembly  dated  the  davof  17  , 
for  a  m.inor  Part  of  said  Parishioners  praver.  to  have  the  said 
Parish  divided  into  t.vo  Parishes  but  that\vhich  v/as  offered  in 
support  thereof  appearing  frivolous  to  the  General  assemblv. 
the  said  Petition  was  by  them  ordered  to  be  dismissed:  Tiiat 
afterwards  (viz)  on  tiie  day  of  17     The  discontented 

Party  petitioned  anew  to  His  Exc'>'  and  Council  regardless  of 
the  General  assembly  (one  Branch  of  the  Legislature)  pray- 
ing again  for  a  Division  of  s'  Brentwood  into  Two  Parishe's, 
which  your  Ex.  and  Council  (v/ithout  the  Gen'  assemblv) 
were  pleased  to  take  Cognizance  of,  and  on  the  day  of 
17  to  grant  a  Cliarter  under  the  Province  wSeal  to  "the  said 
Petitioners,  incorpora!;ing  another  Parish  named  Keenbor- 
ough  by  metes  and  Bounds  and  exonerating  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Keenborough  from  their  Parish  Duty  in  Brentwood 
which  they  were  obliged  to  do  and  perform  there  bv  Law, 
which  charter  so  far  This  House  looks  upon  as  an  attempt  to 
abrogate  and  supersede  a  Law  in  Part,  and  thereby  an  open 
L'''surpation  of  a  Power  appertaining  to  the  Gen  ass}^  in  Con- 
junction with  the  Gov'  and  Coun.  and  a  manifest  invasion  of 
the  Just  rights  and  Privileges  of  the  People  whom  we  repre- 
sent, and  an  Infringem't  on  the  rights  of  the  Parishioners  of 
Brentwood,  and  an  oppression  of  theni  in  particular,  which 
we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  take  notice  of  in  Duty  to  His 
IVIajesty,  in  fliithfulness  to  our  Constituents  and  in  Justice  & 
Honour  to  ourselves  and  to  remonstrate  against  it.  We  do 
therefore  earnestly  request  your  Ex'--'  and  Ilonours,  seriouslv 
to  reconsider  this  matter,  and  to  recall  the  Keenborough  Grant 
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and  thercbv  put  an  end  to  the  Strifes  already  commenced,  and 
a  stop  to  others  ready  to  break  out  in  consequence  thereof  and 
also  to  save  this  House  the  Trouble  of  savin;^  or  actiiig  furdicr 
on  upon  it,  for  as  we  are  the  representatives  of  a  free  protes- 
tant  People  and  as  such  the  Guardians  of  their  Privileges,  we 
esteem  ourselves  obliged  to  make  a  stand  ag''  every  attempt  made 
to  deprive  them  of  their  Just  Rights,  and  particularly  \se  shall 
think  ourselves  inoxusable  in  case  your  Ex'"'  and  lion'""  should 
not  relieve  us  if  v.e  sliould  not  apply  to  His  most  Excellent 
majestv  who  is  graciously  pleased  to  esteem  his  own  Preroga- 
tives and  his  Subjects  Privileges  equally  dear  to  him  for  a 
remedv,  and  we  esteem  ourseh'es  more  especially  obliged  to 
take  this  step  (if  your  Ex  &  Hon"  doti't  prevent  it)  as  it  is 
not  the  first  Instance  \\-herein  your  Excellency  has  attempted 
to  invade  our  rights  \Vitness  your  Endeavours  to  get  the  pro- 
vincial Records  i'l  Deeds  into  \-oar  Hands,  or  at  least  to  have 
the  Disposal  of  tliem.  \vhich  are  no  other  than  the  Peoples 
Evidences  of  their  Titles  to  their  Land  Estates  and  therefore 
according  to  the  rules  of  common  sense  and  Reason,  ought  to 
be  in  their  own  several  keepings  if  it  could  be,  but  as  it  can't 
thev  ought  to  be  disposed  of  bv  them  who  are  the  Proprietors 
of  their  Evidences  as  well  as  of  their  Estates.  Anotlicr^  In- 
stance v/as  vour  Excellencv's  Endeavor  to  ai:gment  tb.e  uum- 
Ijer  of  meri'ibers  of  dns  House  by  your  ov/n  mcar  arbitrary 
Power,  witliout  any  Lav/  enabling  you  so  to.  or  any  colour  of 
authority  from  His  majesty  for  your  so  doing  that  v/as  ever 
made  known  to  us.  to  which  may  be  added  your  Excellency's 
causing  a  number  of  men  to  scout  on  y"-'  west  side  of  merri- 
mack  River  lastsummer  before  A  Grant  was  made  for  their  Pay 
and  Subsistance,  and  which  we  humbly  apprehend  your  Excel- 
lency could  not  rationally  expect  ever  would  be  and  the  scout- 
ers  i-emain  to  this  Day  without  \vages  and  those  that  subsisted 
them  v/ithout  their  pay  for  it  whether  this  is  not  oppressive 
we  leave  to  the  wisest  Judges  to  determine.  Proceedings  of 
this  nature  will  cast  no  blame  on  us,  but  it  gi\es  us  Concern, 
thatanv  office  must  bear  the  Records  of  such  Conduct  were  it 
possible  for  us  to  entertain  so  dishon'-"  a  Thought  as  that  a 
Vote  could  be  past  at  the  Council  Board,  and  the  Voters  not 
be  fully  apprised  of  your  directions  without  maturely  delib- 
erating on  the  materials  it  was  built  with  we  should  have  at 
Once  "concluded,  that  the  Vote  for  Keenborough  Charter  was 
such  an  one.  May  it  please  y'  Ex  and  lion''"  we  crave  Leave 
to  repeat  our  request  to  you  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  Keen- 
borough  affair  and  that  vou  will  be  pleased  to  do  what  is  just 
and  right  therein  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  People  to  stay  the 
Strifes  already  begun  and  to  prevent  other  Divisior.s  that  are 
like  to  arise — we  are  Zealously  concerned  that  Love  and  Peace 
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may  be  cultivated  in  the  Province  and  a  Harmony  in  the  ad- 
ministration, that  the  Prerogative  may  always  rest  secure  that 
the  Infractions  made  on  our  Privileires  may  be  healed,  and 
that  they  may  ever  hereafter  remain  5afe  and  inviolate. 


Charter  of  Keenborou^/i. 

Province  of  ")  George  the  Second  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain 
New  Hamps  )       France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  tlie  Faith  Sec. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  Shall  come  Greeting  For  as  much  as 
it  hath  been  Represented  to  us  by  Capt.  Andrew  Gilman  and  other  In- 
habitants of  the  parish  of  Brentwood  that  great  disorders  have  arisen 
in  said  Pari<h  Respecting  their  parish  affairs  in  general.  And  that  all 
proposals  hitherto  attempted  have  proved  inetlectual  to  Restore  peace' 
and  good  Order  amongst  them  Wherefore,  the  said  Capt.  Andrew  Gil- 
man  ih  behalf  of  him.-elf  and  others  ULinibly  Pravs  That  a  new  parish 
may  be  erected  in  said  Parish  of  Brentwood  And  to  tiie  xtnd  tiiat  peace 
and  good  Order  may  be  Established  Kno^v  v"  therefore  of  our  Especial 
Grace  certaine  Knowledge  >.\:  meer  motion  i3\'  iV  -svich  the  advice  of  our 
Trusty  A:  well  belo\ed  BenningWentworth  Esq/  our  Capt  General  Gov- 
ernor and  Cotnmahder  in  chief  of  our  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in 
New  England  and  of  our  council  of  said  Province  have  Incorporated, 
ordained  declared  and  appointed  And  by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs 
&  Successors  Do  Incorporate  ordain  declare  and  appoint  out  of  the 
Parish  of  Brentwood  all  that  Tract  or  parcel  of  Land  Situate  lying  i!C 
Being  in  y-  Parish  of  Brentwood  in  our  Province  of  New  IJanip  afore- 
said containing  hy  admes-surement  t^^"elve  thousand  ii\'c  hundred  Ninety 
five  acker  Vi:  one  Quarter  of  an  acre  according  to  a  plan  A:  Survey  made 
by  order  of  our  Said  Governor  by  George  Mitchel  Esq'  and  Cap''  Dud- 
ley Odlin  hearunto  annexed  abutting  ^:  Bounding  as  by  y-  said  Plan  or 
Survey  may  appear  And  we  do  hearb_\'  ordain  And  appoint  tiiat  the  re- 
spective Inhabitants  that  now  are  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Lands  within  the  Plan  or  Survey  afore-aid  shall  [be]  one 
Society  Corporation  and  Bod\'  Politick  to  have  continuance  forever  by 
the  name  of  Keenborough  and  that  they  and  their  .Succes-ors  shall  by 
that  name  be  able  and  Capeable  in  law  to  call  Parish  Meetings  The 
first  of  which  i^  to  be  called  within  thirty  days  froin  the  date  hereof  by 
Capt.  Andrew  Gilman  and  Humphrey 'sViIson  A;  Benjamin  Gilman  And 
the  meetings  hereafter  shall  be  on  the  first  Monda\'  of  .Vpril  annually 
And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  >^ociety  cr  Corporation 
full  Power  and  authority  to  iiiake  choice  of  proper  Officers  to  Levy  Taxes 
on  the  Inhabitants  for  tlie  Support  of  the  Society  agreeable  to  the  Laws 
of  our  Province  of  Ne^v  hampshire  made  for  regulating  Town  and  Par- 
ish artairs.  And  we  do  further  give  and  grant  to  the  said  society  full 
Power  to  call  i:  settle  a  Regular  and  Orthodox  Minister  of  the  Gospel 
and  to  Levy  Taxes  on  the  Inhabitants  conformable  to  the  Laws  atfore- 
said  of  our  Province  afforesaid  for  his  support  Reserving  only  the 
Reommending  the  first  minister  to  the  President  and  seinour  Fellows 
of  Harvard  Colledge  in  New  England,  to  the  Reverend  Jabei:  Fitch  ii. 
the  Reverend  John  Odlin.  And  we  do  al>o  hereby  Reserve  to  his  most 
Sacred  Majesty  his  heirs  &  successors  all  white  Pine  Trees  growing- 
standing  or  being  within  the  plan  or  survey  Above  mentioned  the  Pres- 
ervation whereof  for  his  M.ijesties  Royal  Na\y  is  theTennure  by  which 
you  hold  and  enjoy  your   Corporation.     And  lastly  we  do  declare  and 
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Ordaine.  That  these  our  Letters  Patent  &  evei-y  clause  Sentence  and  ar- 
ticle horeiii  ci.'ntalried  >;uiU  be  in  y.U  things  tirm  and  vallid  ^.V;  etiectual 
in  the  Law  unto  the  Said  Society  t^  their  Successors^  according  to  the 
Purport  >S;  Tcnnure  hereof 

Provided,  that  the^e  our  Letters  Patents  be  recorded  \vithin  one 
month  frojn  the  Date  hereof"  in  our  Recorder's  Ofiice  appointed  for  that 
purpose  in  our  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire 

In  witness  -whereof  we  have  caused  the  to  be  made  Patent 

Witness  our     [torn  off] 
and  Co^Timander  in  Chief  of  our  Said  Piorince  the  twentv  seventh  day 
of  October  in  tiie  year  of  our  reign  Annoq  Domine  174 — 
Pr  his  E\-cei!e"cy's 

Command  with  B.  WentwortH'. 

advice  of  Council 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec'y 

Copy  Es^         Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 


Petition  of  tJic  Selectmen  of  Kecnchorough. 

To   his   Excellcnov   Benning   \\'ent\vorth  Esqr ;   Governor  & 

Commander    in    Chief  in   and   over    the  Province    of  Xew 

Hamp.-^hire  in  Council 

Tlie  Humble  Petition  of  the  Seleciinien   of  Keenborou£:;h  in 
the  behidf  of  y-  Inhabitants  of  sd  Parish  Humbly  shevreth 

Whereas  yoiu'  Excelleacv  in  Coniunction  witli  the  Honour- 
able his  Majesties  Council  was  pleased  to  take  compassion 
on  us  under  our  former  Difficulties  and  Grant  us  a  Parrish  by 
ourselves ;  For  ^vhicll  we  looked  upon  ourselves  greatly 
oblidged  to  your  Excellency,  and  tlie  Honom-ed  Council  and. 
hoped  to  have  enio}-ed  great  peace  k.  quietness  and  by  virtue 
of  the  Charter  given  us,  ^ve  have  acted  ever  since,  and  accord- 
ing to  Charter  have  proceeded  to  settle  a  Gospel  ^Minister 
amongst  us  viz  :  The  Rev.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Trask.  which  bv 
Charter  we  supposed  we  had  full  power  to  do.  and  to  Raise 
money  for  his  Settlement  &  vSupport,  and  accordingly  have 
raised  a  Tax  upon  y  Inhabitants  for  y'  end,  but  some  Dis- 
contented persons  amongst  us.  Influenced  by  some  of  v-  Par- 
ish of  Brentwood,  and  by  others  in  other  places,  who  informed 
them  that  your  Excellencv  and  his  Majesties  Council,  had  no 
power  to  make  i;s  a  Parish,  and  y'  your  Charter  was  good  for 
nothing,  and  being  likewise  encouraged  by  y*  Gentlemen  of 
y*'  Law.  have  refiised  to  pav  th  jir  Taxes-,  and  being  seized  and 
Imprisoned  by  y*^  Constable,  has  brought  the  Case  into  y^  Law  ; 
and  to  our  great  Surprise,  Judgment  went  in  their  favour,  at 
y'  last  Superior  Court.  So  y  ■  nov  we  are  in  a  Deplorable  Con- 
dition ;  Having  a  Minister  Settled  and  mioney  to  pay  both  for 
bis  Settlement  .5:  support,  and  no  power  to  raise  any  Monev  in 
a  Legal  way,  or  to  g;ither  in  any  Tax,  already  raised,  andhav- 
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in^  been  at  great  Expense  in  vindicating  v«  Charter,  and  sec- 
ingiio  hopes  of  a  Reconcillatiou  with  y'  Parish  of  Brentwood, 
their  Demand  being  so  unreasonable,  nor  of  Relief  in  any 
other  way.  In  this  Deplorable  Case  we  humblv  crave  pitty  of 
your  Excellency  &  the  Honourable  his  Majesties  Council,  and 
that  you  would  advise  us  what  to  do,  and  v/ould  be  pleased  to 
find  out  some  way  for  our  Relief,  for  otherwise  we  shall  run 
into  y'  greatest  Confusion,  Religion  will  Die  amongst  us,  and 
both  Civil  &  Ecclesiastical  authority  be  trampled  upon;  So 
hoping  that  your  Excellency  &  y«  Hon "=  his  Majesties  Council 
will  afford  us  reheJ.  under  these  pressing  Difficulties  and  pre- 
vent our  Ruin,  and  your  Petitioners  as  ia  Duty  bound  shall 
ever  Pray  &c    '  " 

Timothy  Lewit  ■) 
Edward  Colcord  I      Selectmen 
Nicholas  DcDLEv  ^  of 

Keeneborough  Septera-    Terlmiah  Beax       I  Keeneborouo-h 
bery«  20''  174S.  Johx  Dudley 


Petltlo-n  of  a  number  of  the  Iiihalitants  of  Brrntivood, 
prayi.ig  to  be  set  ojf  as  a  parish. 

To  his  Excellency  BenningWentworth  Esqr  Governor  &  Com- 
ander  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majestvs  Pro^-ince  of  New 
Hampshire  the  honorable  his  Majesty's"  Council  &  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Assembly  convxn'd  jz'"^  day  of 
June  1764  . 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  humbly  sheweth-  that 
whereas  we  who  are  of  the  Parish  of  Brint\vood  in  said  Prov 
ince  are  exposed  by  being  at  a  great  distance  from  Meetin-r  for 
the  public  worship  of  God  Therefore  pray  your  Honors  tolake 
our  Case  into  your  wise  Consideration  and 'set  us  off  as  a  Par- 
ish with  all  Parish  privileges  one  half  of  the  aforesaid  Parish 
of  Brintwood  for  quantity  on  the  westerly  end.  Beginning  at 
the  north\yesterly  Corner  of  said  Parish  running  Easterly  on 
Epping  Line  so  far  as  to  contain  one  half  of  the  length  of  "said 
Line.  Then  beginning  at  the  South  westerly  Corner  of  said 
Parish  running  Easterly  on  Kingston  Line' one  half  of  the 
Length  of  the  said  South  Line  then  to  run  a  Straight  Line 
across  said  Parish  of  Brintwood  so  as  to  contain  fulfone  half 
of  the  Land  of  said  Brintwood  agreeable  to  a  Vote  of  said 
Parish  reference  hereto  being  had  mav  make  fully  appear. 
And  your  Petitioners  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray' 
John  Taylor  Zacheus  Clough 

Joshua  Kimball  John  Kimball' 

Benj-  Kimball  Nathan  Kimball 
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Jonathan  Brown 

Jo-CJill    II(:\t 

Jonatlian  Riny" 
Jamc.-.  Tinker 
Daniel   Drown 
John  Hoyt 
Abel  Morrill 
John  F"rench 
John  Glidden 
Israel  Smith 
Robert  Glidden 
Ephra.iin  Brown 
Beniamin  Cram 
Abraham  Sanborn 
Elias  Swain 
Jonathan  Iloyt 
Benjamin  Hoyt 
Reuben  Hoyt 
John  Prscot  Lovren 


James  Merrill 
James  Merrill  Jun 
John  Kenison 
Nathan  Brown 
Enoch  Brown 
John  Hovt  Jun. 
Saniuel  Hoyt 
Joseph  Ta_}lor 
Daniel  Kimball 
Samuel  Clough 
John  Cloui^h 
David  Kimball 
Richard  Clough 
David  Hoyt 
Samuel  >foody 
Clement  Moodv 
Xath'i  Whittier 
Nalhaniel  Whittier  Jun 
Benjamin  Clough 


Province  of '•  In  the  House  ot'  Representatives  June  14"^  1764 
New  Hamps  )       This  petition  being  read 

Voted  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  Granted  ^  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  brir.g  In  a  Bill  accordingly 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk 
In  Council  June  15'''  1764 
Read  liJ  Concurred 
T.  Atkinson  Sec. 

At  a  Parish  Meeting  held  at  the  meeting  iioubC  in  Brintwood  the  tif- 
jeenth  Day  of  May  1764 

Voted  Deacon  Jeremiah  Bean  moderator  of  said  meeting  at  the  same 
meeting  it  v.as  Put  to  Vote  to  see  if  the  Parish  would  maintain  Two 
ministers  in  said  Parish  &  it  Past  in  the  Negative 

Voted  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Westerly  End  of  the  Parish  be  setotf  to 
be  a  Parish  by  themselves  that  is  to  come  one  half  the  way  Down  on 
Epping  Line  &:  Run  such  a  Point  a  cross  to  Kingston  Line  as  to  con- 
tain one  half  y-  Land  in  Sd  Parish 

Elisha  Sanborn  Clerk 

A  copy  Examd. 


CANTERBURY. 

[This  town  was  incorporated  20  May,  17-^7.— Ed.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Town  of  Canterbury  holden 
by  announcement  the  16  Dav  of  May  1738,  Then  Voted  that  Sam' 
Smith  Thomas  Young  l\:  Sam^  Adams  are  and  shall  be  a  Comittee  to 
Represent  The  Town  of  Canterbury  at  the  General  Court  by  (a  peti- 
tion .')  to  be  Enabled  by  an  act  to  make  the  Proprietors  pay  "their  Pro- 
portion of  the  charge  that  hath  arisen  and  shall  hereafter  arise  in  the 
management  of  thz  alTairs  of -aid  town 

Sam'  Smith  Town  CI'' 
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Petition  oj'  the  Proprietors  of  Cantcrb'.iry  about  cutting  a 

road^  ct-c. 
To    His   Excellency   Benniug-  Wentworth   Esq"    Governor  & 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over   His  Majesty's   Province  of 
New  Hampshire  the  Hon'''^  His  M-.iiesty's  Council  &  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Convened 
The  Petition  of  Thomas   Young  of  Xew   J^/Iarket    in   said 
Province   Innholder    &   Samuel   Adams  of   Durham   in    said 
Province  Physician  as  Agents  for  &  in  behalf  the  Proprietors 
of  the  Tovv-nship  of  Canterburv  in  said  Province  &   in  behalf 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  place"  Humbly  She-Ji's — 

That  the  said.  Proprietors  ha\  e  for  some  few  years  last  past 
applied  themselves  more  closely  than  at  first  to  the  pursuit  of 
proper  measures  for  Settling  the  said  Township,  &  among 
other  tilings  tho't  proper  for  that  end  have  built  a  meeting 
house  &  from  tim.e  to  time  hired  a  minister  to  Preach  to  the 
Inhabitants,  which  has  encouraged  the  Settlement  so  that 
there  are  about  thirtv  Families  no\v  upon  the  spot. 

That  the  said  Proprietors  have  witii  considerable  expence 
cut  a  way  from  Durham  up  into  the  Country  upwards  of 
twenty  miles  towards  the  said  Township  of  Canterbury,  Vvhich 
if  cut  thro'  will  be  if  Great  advantage  not  only  to  that  place 
but  to  the  Pr. >vince  in  General  and  which  t!ic\'  are  not  able  to 
Effect,  &  must  (with  other  designs  formed  for  the  End  afore- 
said) tall  thro',  for  want  of  Proper  Laws  to  Compel  such  Pro- 
prietors as  neglect  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  Charge  &  of 
such  necessary  taxes  as  have  from  time  to  time  been  laid  upon 
them 

That  it  is  Evident  'oeyond  Contradiction  that  such  designs 
cannot  be  executed  without  Considerable  cost  &  Expence  & 
that  every  Proprietor  ought  to  bear  his  proportion  of  the 
Charge  which  has  not  been  done  in  this  case,  but  the  Burthen 
has  been  borne  by  such  as  were  voluntary  in  the  affair  &  so 
Reasonable  as  to  do  what  they  Knew  Lhey  could  not  be  Com- 
pelled to  by  Law  Relating  to  the  good  of  the  Propriety 

That  there  are  several  years  taxes  not  fully  paid  but  arrear- 
ages due  from  Sundry  of  the  Said  Proprietors  the  want  of 
which  has  been  Supplied  by  others  advancing  such  sums  as 
were  necessary  and  as  occasion  call'd  for  them  which  is  a  great 
grievance  tt  a  most  unreasonable  thing  that  the  Charge  of  car- 
rying on  a  settlement  should  be  defrayed  by  some  iS:  the  advan- 
tage be  reap'd  by  all,  or  that  some  should  be  exempted  from 
the  charge  i>^  yet  be  equally  Intitled  to  the  Profits  with  those 
who  have  born  it 

That  the  said  Township  is  a  valuable  Tract  of  Land  &  the 
settlement  thereof  (as  your  Petitioners  humbly  coriccive)  de- 
serves the  Countenance  oi  the  Government  as  much  as  A:  per- 
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iiaph  moie  tluuLauy  new  Township  in  the  Province  upon  more 
accounts  than  can  be  here  Enumerated  &  without  which  the 
Settlement  will  necessarily  go  on  heavily  &  Slowly  as  it  has 
hitherto  done 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  most  humblv  Pray  that  an  Act 
may  now  be  passed  to  Enable  the  said  Proprietors  by  their 
Select  men  or  other  officers  to  Compel  such  Proprietors  as 
have  not  paid  their  proportion  of  the  Rates  which  have  been 
assessed,  to  pay  tliem  fortli  with  &  in  default  thereof  to  Dis- 
pose of  so  much  ot  their  land,  or  anything  diereon  th.at  will 
Raise  the  2\Ioney  as  was  lately  done  for  the  Proprietors  of 
Nottingham  or  to  Levy  the  sam'c  as  the  Constables  of  To\ras 
do  the  Town  &c  Province  tax  and  that  Effectual  Provision  may 
also  be  made  to  Enable  them  to  Raise  money  upon  themselves 
for  the  future  cS:  Enforce  the  payment  in  such  a  Summary  & 
Expeditious  method  as  may  answer  the  Ends  of  the  Propriety 
&  promote  the  Settlement  &  thereby  the  General  good  and 
your  Petitioners  in  behalf  of  their' Constituents  as  in  duty 
bound  Shall  ever  pray  Sr.c 

Thomas  Yocng 
Sam^  Adams 
Feb'y  25'^  i74i. 

Feb?'  the  27'^  1741 
In  the  House  of  Representatives 

Voted  That  tiie  Pniyer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  &  that  the  Petition- 
ers have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly  the  act  to  Continue  five 
years  and  no  longer 

James  Jalfry  CI"  ass" 
In  Council  March  9"'  1741-2 
Read  Sc  Concurred 

RichJ  Waldron  Sec'^ 
Same  day  assented  to 

B.  Wextworth. 


Petition  of  Proprietors  of  Canterbury  Jor  a  Bridge. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wcntworth  Esq'  Governor  & 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  His  ^Majestvs  Province  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  Hon'-*'^'  His  ^^d'ajcstys  Council  & 
House  of  Representatives  for  said  Province  in  General  as- 
sembly Convened  the  22'  Day  of  Feb  in  y-  17*'''  year  of  His 
^lajesty's  Reign. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Samuel  Adams  &  Joseph  Drew 
both  of  Durham  in  said  Province  as  the  Major  part  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Proprietors  of  Canterbury  Chosen  to  find  out  & 
clear  a  Way  or  Road  from  Durham  to  'said  Canterburv  Shews 
Thutyo''  Pe  itioncr.  witli  Benj'  Smith  of  said  Durham   were 
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chosen  Sc  appointed  for  the  business  aforesaid  and  have  v/ith 
Considerable  Expence  found  out  &  Clear'd  a  Place  for  a  Road 
froni  Durhup.i  to  Canterbury  which  may  be  made  with  little 
farther  expense  (vSavinj;^  the  buildin^^  a  Brid.c^e  over  Sun  Cook 
River  over  wliich  the  said  Way  must  unavoidably  run)  a  very 
good  Road 

That  your  Petitioners  Conceive  tl:e  Public  advantage  of 
good  Roads  Especially  in  a  time  of  War  lor  flight  or  other 
occasions  are  so  obvious  that  nothing  need  to  be  said  on  that 
head  and  that  as  every  Tov.-n  is  in  some  Degree  benefited 
thereby  v/here  there  is  a  call  for  an  Extraordinarv  Charge  it 
ought  not  to  be  the  burthen  of  the  tov/n  to  which  "it  leads  only 
but  of  every  Town  and  in  th.is  Case  the  Charge  could  not  be 
born  by  that  Tov.'n 

That  in  order  to  niake  the  said  wav  answer  all  the  good 
purposes  designed  thereby  there  must  be  a  good  Strong  Bridge 
Built  over  the  said  River  &  the  Proprietors  of  Canterbury  hav- 
ing been  at  a  very  great  expence  already  in  Clearing  Said  Way 
and  carrying  an  end  other  atiairs  to  promote  their  Settlement 
are  not  able  to  Build  the  said  Bridge  at  their  own  Cost 

Wlierefore  your  Petitioners  Pray  that  a  Bridge  mav  be  built 
at  the  charge  of  the  Province  over  the  said  River  at  the  place  to 
which  the  Way  Cleared  as  afores-  leads  That  the  same  may 
be  fortliwith  proceeded  upon  before  the  Ice  breaks  up  because 
of  the  advantage  of  working  upon  it  And  that  as'  the  said 
Way  is  not  opend  by  any  authority  of  Law  it  may  be  Estab- 
lished b}-  the  authority  of  the  General  assembly  for  a  Publick 
Road  and  your  Petitioners  In  behalf  of  tlie  Proprietors  of 
Canterbury  and  all  others  concern'd  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall 
ever  pray  tKic 

Sam'  Adams 
Joseph  Drew 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb  23'  1743-4, 

The  within  Petition  Read  ili:  \'oted. 

Provided  the  Proprietors  of  the  Town  of  Canterbury  Buiid  a  Bridge 
this  year  Siif.cient  for  carts  A:  carriages  to  pass  and  repass  on  over  Sun- 
cook  River  where  the  way  is  Now  Cutt  to  to  Travel!  from  Durham  to  Can- 
terbury ^'  will  Warrant  to  Maintain  the  Same  Brid^^e  for  ten  years  That 
there  be  paid  the  said  Proprietors  the  Sum  of  fifty  pounds  Bills  of 
Credit  out  of  the  Interest  Arisini^-  on  the  t\\enty  five  thousand  pounds 
Loan  out  of  that  part  of  said  Interest  appropriated  for  Cutting  Roads 
Sec  when  So  much  shall  be  in  the  Treasury 

In  Council  Feby.  2^'"  1743  '       James  JalTrey  CT  Assm 

read  ^\;  concurred 

Theod.  Atkinson  Secy. 
Eodem  Die  assented  to  '  B.  Wentworth 

Prov.  New  Hamp 
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Petition  of  Ca7iterbiiry  men  for  wages. 
To  His  Excellency  Bcniiin^-  Wcntworth   Esqr.  Captain  Gen- 
eral, and  Governor  in  chief  in  &  over   his   Alaie^tv's  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  To  the  Hon ''"  his  ^NlajesLv's  Coun- 
cil of  said  Province  And  to  the  Hon"'''  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled  at  Portsmouth,  within  & 
for  the  Pr':rvi!ice  of  >;c'.v  Hampshire  aforesaid  17^4 
The    Petition    of  Jererniah  Cloucjh,    Philip    Call.    Sainuel 
French,  Thomas  Clou;:^h,  Ezekiel  Clough,  Henry  Elkins,  Sam- 
uel   ]Moor,    Sair.uel    Sliepherd   Ec    James    Shepherd    humbly 
she\veth  : 

That  V'l'Iiereas  your  humble  Petitioners,  by  Order  of  Iiis  Ex- 
cellency tlie  Go\'ernor,  Kept  the  Garriso:i  at  Canterbury  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  aforesaid,  as  follov>'s  viz 
Je*r.  Clou;^h     '\  begin   with   y-    5th  of  Jan    1747 — to   y  20'''  of 
Philip  Call       -  November  following 
Sam-  Fren.ch  \ 

Thonr  Clough.  )  beginning  with  y-  5'''  of  Jan  1747  to  y-  S'-^  of 
Ezek  Ciougii     j  May  following, 
Henrv  Elkins  beginning  ^^•ith  the  5""  of  Jan   i747 — to  the  12''' 

of  August  following 
Sam.'  MiTor  1  beginning  with   the  9"'  of  May    1747    to   y- 

Sam'  Sh.cpi^.crd  )  20^"  of  November  following: 
James  Shepherd  beginning  with  x'  \y'-'  of  August  1747  to  the 
20'''  of  Xovem""  tbilowing. 
And  faithfully  &  effectually  performed  all  necessary  Duties 
in  said  Garrison,  according  to  our  respective  stations  so  that 
the  Eiiemv  never  took  anv  advantage  to  the  Damage  »!\;  Plurtof 
said  Garrison,  or  of  anv  that  belonged  to  it,  during  the  whole 
time  above  mcnrioned.  And  yet  your  humble  Petitioners  have 
never  as  yet  been  allowed  any  Wages,  or  Billeting  for  our 
Service,  except  .£100  new  tenor  toward  Billeting,  received  pr. 
Cap'  Clough.  tho'  other  Soldiers  who  served  since  we  did  have 
been  paid  both  Wages  &  Billeting.  Therefore  we  your  humble 
Petitioners  humblv  prav  your  Excellency  «S:  your  Honours  to 
take  our  Case  into  vour  wise  Consideration,  &  to  grant  us 
wages  and  Billeting,  for  the  time  which  we  have  served,  as 
afores'd.  For  which  Goodness,  your  humble  Petitioners  for 
your  Excellency  «S:  vour  Plonours,  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray, 

Jeremiah  Clough  "  Henrv  Elkins 

Philip  Call  '     his 

Thom;i<  Clough  Samuel  X  French 

Samuel  Moor  mark 

Samuel  Shepherd  ■  Ezekiel  Clough 

Jame?  Shepherd 
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In  Council  March  2'^  1754  read  i'\:  ordered 

to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''-  liou^e  of  represen''-' 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secv 

Province  of"!  In  the   House  of    Representatives  March   2'    1754  upon 
New  Hamp"  j       Reading  the  within  Petition 
\'oted  that  it  be  dismiss'd. 

Attest  INIatthew  Li\  ermore  Clerk 


Petition  of  Canterbury  for  remission  of  Tax^  "^/Sf- 
To  his  Excellency  Betining  Wentvvorth  Esqr.  Captain  g-eneral, 
&  Governor  in  chief  in  &  over  his  Majestv's  Province  of  New 
Hampshire.  To  the  Hon'-'' Miis  Majesty's  Council ;  And  to 
the  Hon'-'  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  as- 
sembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cariterburv  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  aforesaid  humbly  she-.vcth 

That  whereas  vour  humble  Petitioners  (whose  X;'.iries  are 
hereunto  subscribed)  are  reduced  to  2;reat  Difiiculties,  & 
Charges  bv  the  tln-eatening  .Aspect  of  a  War,  we  h-iunbly  pray 
your  Excellency  &  vour  Honours  to  consider  iS:  compassionate 
our  distressed  CirC'imstarices  ;  .^c  to  remit  otu'  Proportion  of 
the  Province  Tax  for  this  year  1754  &  till  the  pressing  Danger 
&  Difficulties  of  \Var  are  over.  For  which  Goodness  }our 
humble  Petitioners  for  voiu"  Excellency  &  sowx  Honours  as  in 
Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Jerenniah  Clough  James  Gibson 

William  Miles  -  James  Lindsey 

Thomas  C lough  Samuel  Siiepherd  jun. 

Josiah  Miles  James  Sheplierd 

Jolm  Bamfjrd  Joseph  Simons 

Samuel  Shepherd  Joseph  Elis 

Solomon  Copp  James  Scales 

Benjamin  Blanchard  Ezekiel  Morrill 

Johr  Gibbons  William  Moor 

John  DoliotT  Henrv  Elkins 

Province  of  1  In  Council  July  the  24"'  1754 

New  Hamp'  /  read  ^  ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  Hon'''"-  House  of 
representatives 

Theo''  Atkinson  Secj. 
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Petition  of  Selectmen  for  reDilssion  of  taxes. 

Province  of  1 
New  Ilair.pr  / 

To  His  Excellency  Bennlng  \Vent?vVorth  Esqr.  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  jvlajesty's  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  Tlie  Honorable  his  !Majestys  Council  and 
Hou-e  of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  conveu'd 
Decemlvcr  the  fourteenth  1756. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Canterbury  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
Town  Most  humbly  SIiev>'S — 

That  by  reason  of  the  icw  Inhabitants  in  said  Tov.'n,  its 
being  a  Frontier  and  so  more  exposed  to  the  Incursions  and 
depredations  of  the  Enemy  and  bv  Reason  of  the  war  this  and 
the*  last  year  with  the  Indian  Enemv  vour  Petitioners  and  oth- 
ers the  Inhabitants  oi  said  Town  are  rendered  unable  to  pay 
the  Provincial  Taxes  laid  upon  them  the  last  and  the  present 
year.  That  it  Ts  with  great  difficulty  under  their  present  cir- 
cumstances, that  thev  can  maintain  and  support  then>selves, 
should  thev  pay  no  provincial  Taxes  at  all — Wherefore  your 
Petitioners  most  humblv  Pray  your  Excellency  and  Plonours 
That  \'ou  v.'ill  be  pleased  to  Ease  the  said  Inhabitants  of  the 
Provinci,.!  Taxes  laid  upon  them  the  last  and  this  presentyear 
and  for  sr.ch  further  time  as  to  your  Excellency  and  Honours 
shall  seem,  just  and  reasonable  and  in  such  way  and  manner  as 
you  shall  Judge  most  suitable  and  proper  and  that  }our  Peti- 
tioners mav  have  opportunity  to  enforce  the  prayer  hereof  and 
your  petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 

John  Moor  ~) 

Archei.aus  Moor  |-  Selectmen 
Nov.  30th  1756  Thomas  Clough    j 

Province  oi^  Read  in  Council  &:  ordered  to  be  sent  do\vn  to  the  Hon^^"' 
N.  Hampi  j      Housie 

Theod.  Atkinson  Secj. 


Petition  relating  to  the  Original   Charter. 

Province  of      > 
New  Hampshire  / 

To  His   Excellencv  Penning  Wentworth  Esqr.  Captain   Gen- 
eral  Governor   and   Commander   in   Chief  in   and  over  his 
Jvlajesties  Province   of    New  Hampshire,   And   tiie   Hon^''^ 
His  Majesties  Council 
Humblv  Sheweth  fosiah  ^liles  Yeoman  and  Thomas  Clough 

House  wriirht  both  of  Canterburv  in  said   Province  &:  a  Com- 
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m.'ttce  n-po^ntcd  by  H-  s-id  T^^-.vn  to  appiv  to  vour  Excel- 
lency &  Honours  on  the  Follovviui^  acc't.  viz  :' That  tiie  Town- 
ship ot  Canterbury  was  Granted  bv  the  Late  Hon-  John 
Wentworth  Esq^  Lieut.  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in 
and  over  said  Province  dec'd  to  a  Number  of  persons  whose 
names ^are  in  a  Schedule  herewith  presented  attested  bv  die 
Late  Secy  Richard  Wakh-on  E^q^  dec'd  as  Clerk  of  that 
Couucd  and  said  Grantees  procured  a  Copv  of  the  said  Char- 
ter and  Recorded  the  same  in  their  Town'book  of  said  Can- 
terbun-,  a  Copy  of  which  Charter  attested  bv  the  Town  Clerk 
of  said  Canterbury  is  herewith  also  presented.  And  as  the  In- 
habitants of  the  said  Township  have  been  at  Great  Trouble  Sc 
pams  in  Settling  said  Tounship  and  have  been  a  Great  part  of 
the  tmie  SHice  the  olitaining- the  Charter  aforesaid  Labourino- 
under  an  Indian  War  (and  many  Rumors  thereof  v.-hen  itwal 
not  an  actual  Warr)  and  said  Tovrnship  being  a  frontier  the 
Inhabitants  had  as  much  as  they  could  Subsist'^under  to  main- 
tain their  Respective  familvs  without  m.aking  anv  Enquirv  into 
their  Charter  priviledge^.  But  at  Length  Some  people  amoncr 
them  m^akmg_  Enquiry  about  the  said  Charter  found  a  Tran"^ 
script  thereof  in  their  Town  Book  but  v,-ithout  anv  attesta- 
Hon  and  on  further  Enquiry  Could  not  find  the' Original 
Charter  nor  any  attested  Copy  thereof  anv  where  nor"^anv 
Record  thereof  in  the  Sec:-^^  Office  and  a>  the  atrrcsaid  Secy 
Waldrons  house  Vv'as  burnt  with  manv  publick  paoers  of  the 
Province  they  are  apprehensive  the  said  Original  Charter  was 
then  burnt 

Wherefore  the  said  Josiah  and  Thomas  as  aforesaid  prav  that 
the  said  Copys  aforesaid  mav  be  Recorded  in  the  Secy's 'office 
and  they  contirmed  in  their  Respective  Estates  as  tho  thev  now 
had  the  aforesaid  Original  Charter,  and  they  as  in  Dutv  bound 
shall  Ever  pray 

Portsmouth  Jany  r6,  ij'6. 

JosiAH  Miles        ")  ,. 

Thomas  Clougii  j  ^-o^^^^'^ee 
In  Council  J.inv  17,  17,6. 

The  Within  Petition  read  OC  order'd  that  the  Seer,  record  the  Copy 
s;ud  Charter  &  Schedule  it  r.ppeciring  to  the  Council  that  the  Copviare 
Oenuine.  - 

Theod.  Atkinson  Secy 
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■Petition  of  InJtahitaiits  of  Canterbury  to  be  set  off  from  Bozu. 

Pro\inco  of i 
New  1 hunp  , 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  W'entwovth  Esq' Captain  General 

Gov''  &  Comni"  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  Majestys  Province 

of   New  Hanip''%   The   Hon'''-    His   Majestys  Council   and 

House  of  Representatives   in   General  Assembly    Convened 

June  14""  1-64. 

The  huml^le  Petition  of  Archelaus  Moor  Gent.  Henr}-  Elkins 
W"  Gaiilt.  Enoch  Webster,  William  Curry.  W' '  Moore  Joseph 
Mann  Husbandman  Ann  Curry  widow  &  Stephen  Gerrish 
Gent.  Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  are  Settled  on  a  Tract  of  Land  inform 
of  a  Gore  which  until  latelv  was  deemed  a  part  of  the  Town 
of  Cantcrbm-v  in  said  Province,  and  lavs  between  that  and 
Bow:  But  upi);!  runninr^  the  Canterburv  Line  about  iz  years 
ago,  the  said  Gore  -vvas  tbund  to  be  Land  i:r  right  of  ]NLason"s 
Patent.  And  Thereupon  the  Proprietors  of  tlie  said  Town  of 
Canterburv  have  Ch.osen  a  Committee  to  Treat  with  Mr. 
jMason's  Representative,  about  the  Purchase  of  the  said  Land 

That  vour  Petitioners  are  very  desirou.s  of  being  aniiexed  to 
th(!  Town  of  Canterburv,  rather  than  Bow.  as  they  are  within 
Two  miles  of  Canterburv  Meeting  House,  and  are  distant  six 
Miles  from  thac  of  Eo\\",  and  also  as  they  have  several  Family 
Connexions  in  Canterbury 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  Pray  your  Excellency 
and  Honours  That  the  afjresaid  Gore  of  Land  may  be  by  An 
Act  of  the  General  Court  annexed  to  and  Incorporated  with 
the  said  Canterburv  &  partake  of  all  the  Priviledges  thereof 

And  your  Pet'^  shall  P^ver  pray  &c 

\V.  Clagett  for  Petrs. 

In  Council  June  14''-  1764 

Read  l\;  Ordered  to  be  sent  do^v"n  to  the  Hon'''"  Kou!--e 

T.  Atkinson,  Jun.  Secy. 
Province  cf  1 

New  ilamp  y  In  the  hou^e  of  Representatives  ^y^/'/ [ June.']  14'"  1764. 
This  Petition  being  Pvead 
Ordered  That  the  petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  Second  Day  of  th^e 
Sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  tirst  Day  of  July  next  i:  that 
thev  at  their  own  Cost  put  up  notification  at  all  the  public  places  In 
Canterbury  &  Bow.  Incerting  therein  the  substance  of  this  petition.  >Sj 
order  of  Court  tliereon  that  any  persons  Concerned  therein  may  appear 
iS:  Shew  Cause  if  any  they  have  v»-hy  the  pra_\er  thereof  should  not  be 
Granted 

A.  Clarkbon  Clerk 
In  Council  June  15"''  1764 
Read  tS;  Concurred 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Secy 
Province  oft 

New  Hamp  /  In  the  house  of  Repre'^-entatives  Jan>' ^3'  1765 
This  petition  being  Read 
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Voted  Thftt  the  pravcr  thereof  be  Granted  Jc  the  petitioners  ha\-e  leave 
to  brin<i^  in  ?.  Bii!  cxccordinglv 

A.  Ch-.rkson  Clerk 
In  Council  Jany.  ^3'  1765 
Read  iNJ  Concurred 

T.  Atkinson  Junr.  Secy. 


Petition  of  Ahiel  Foster  about  To'xn  records. 

Province  ot") 
New  Hamp''  / 

To  His  Excellency  John  Vreutworth   Esq""  Governor   in   chief 
in  &  o\  cr  said. Province   The   Honourable -the  Council   and 
House  (I'i  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  con\-en'd 
The  Humble  Petition  of  Abiel  Foster  of  Canterbur}-  in  the 
Countv  of  Rocking-ham  Clerk,  as  a^ictint  for  &  in  bclialf  of  the 
Proprictcirs  of  Canterbury  aforesaid  Sheweth  that  a  vast  Number 
of  Papers  coritaining-  the  \^jtes   and    Proceedings  of  said  Pro- 
prietors t^,M:cliing  their    most  important  Concerns  as    Pi-oprie- 
tors.  and  bv  wiiich.  many  Estates  in  said  CantcrbLuy  liavcbeen 
conveyed    and  are  now  held  by  some  Neglect  or  Omission  of 
the  Clerks  of  said  Proprietors,  have  not  been  recorded. 

Upon  th;-  Discovery  of  winch  said  Proprietors  ap'pointed  a 
Committee  to  collect.  insjDcct,  examine  and  sec  that  the  same 
should  be  recorded  in  the  Proprietors  Books.  The  said  Com- 
mittee according  to  their  appointment  carefully  examined  said 
Papers  and  found  them  to  be  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  former 
Clerks  of  said  Proprietors  most  of  them  among  the  tiles  of  said 
Proprietors  to  have  all  the  ?vlarks  of  original  fair  &  Genuine 
Minutes  and  Entries  some  made  thirty  years  ago,  which  Papers 
the  Committee  liave  v.'ithin  six  months  past  caused  to  be  re- 
corded in  the  Books  of  said  Propriet(-)rs,  the  Record  of  which 
Papers  contains  Eighty  Pages  in  folio  or  more. 

And  as  tb.e  sanie  Papers  were  not  attested  by  any  of  the 
fornier  Clerks  of  said  Proprietors,  tho'  tiiey  appear  to  lie  trrdy 
made  as  aforesaid.  Your  Petitioner  Immbly  concei\-es  that 
the  Paterposition  of  vour  Excellency  and  Honors  will  be  nec- 
essary to  authenticate  the  Same.  Wherefore  he  humbly  prays 
in  behalf  of  said  Proprietors  that  a  Committee  of  the  General 
Court  may  be  appointed  to  inspect  and  examine  s'  Papers  and 
Records  lately  made  and  to  report  thereon,  and  that  s'  Papers 
and  records  "mav  be  authenticated  by  your  Excellency  and 
Honors  either  by  act  or  Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  or 
in  any  other  way  that  your  Wisdom  may  SLiggest  And  _vour 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray  c\:c 

Abiel  Foster, 

January  19th  1774. 
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PiOv'incc  of   "I  III  the  iiOLUsc  ot  Kepre.sciit;itives 
New  Hanipsr  /  Upon  Reading  this  Petition 

Voted  tiiat  the  Petitioner  cause  the  substance  of  said  Petition  to  be 
printed  in  the  Xe\v  Hampshire  Gazette  three  weeks  successively  and 
that  any  part'r  havini^  any  Objection  may  be  heard  thereon  the  third 
day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  after  the  ;o-''  of  February  next 

\V'"'  Parker  CIr.  Assembly 
In  Council  Jan>'  19  1774. 
Read  and  concurd 

Geo''  Kin^  D.  Sec-'. 

KOTE.    This  Petitioji  was  reue\^e>l  April  .'th,  1774,  and  acted  on  as  foil  jws.  [Ed.] 

Province  of  "1  j     .,      r,  r  t->  ..  ^-  \      -i     ih 

.v-        ,r  ,  >  In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  9"^  1,74 

Voted,  That  the  Pet^uoner  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  the  second 
day  of  t!ie  Sitfn'^  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  tenth  Day  of  May 
next  and  that  he  Cause  the  Substance  of  this  Petition  and  Order  of 
Court  to  be  Printed  three  weeks  Successively  in  tlie  New  Hampshire 
Gazett  that  any  Person  ma\'  Shew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  of  tlie  Peti- 
tion Should  not  be  Granted 

M.  Weare  Cl^ 
In  Council  ecdem  Die 
Read  i:  concur'd 

Geo  King  D.  Secy 
Province  of  ")  In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  13'-  1774 
New  Hamps  j  The  v.-itliin   Petition   being   Consider'd  and  tlie    Parties 
heard  thereon  by  their  Council 
Voted  That  Samuel  Ci'.tts  Esq"   Col'   Christopher  Toopan  and  John 
Giddings  E^q'  be  a  Con:mittee  of  tliis  House  to  Joyn  with  Such  as  the 
Hon'''"  the  Councill  Shall  appoint  to  inspect  and  Examine   ti-ie   Papers 
and  Records  mentioned  in  the  Petition  and  Report  thereon  to  t!ie  Gen- 
eral Assemblv 

M.  Weare  CI-" 
In  Council  May  14'"  T774 

Read  and  concurd  after  hearing  the  Parties. 
Geo  King  D.  Sec 


CHARLESTOWN, 


[Ori^itially  yiimber-Four,  was  first  sn-anted  by  >rassachu3etc^,  Deer,  31,173.'.  It 
wa3  iu;ori).)rnc..'.l  by  Charter  during  Che  aiiuiiuistraCiou  ol'  Gov.  Benning  Went- 
worth, -J  Julj-,  ir.w.    Ed] 

Letter  from  No.  4  to  Colonels   Wilhtrd  and  Hinsdale. 

Xo.  4.  October  19'^^  i743- 
Hon''"''  Geiitlenien 

Vv^e  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Township  being-  apprehensive 
that  we  are  very  much  Exposed  and  in  hazard  In  case  of  a 
War  between  y-  nations  and  are  vSensible  that  we  are  not  Ca- 
pable of  Defw-nding  Qi:r  selves  iu  Case  of  a  rupture  by  Reason 
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of  y  ainallaesb  of  our  numbers  and  Distance  From  Neighbor- 
ing Plantations  and  places  of  Defence  are  in  Continual  P^ear 
Lest  we  should  be  Surprised  by  y'  Heathen  and  although  we 
are  makeing  y'^  best  Preparation  we  Can  to  Secure  ourselves 
yet  we  are  Fearfull  we  shall  not  be  be  able  to  Stand  our 
Ground  but  must  be  obliged  to  Leave  our  Habitations  and 
Repair  to  places  of  more  security  If  we  Cannot  be  Sup- 
ported by  y-  Government. — We  therefore  Earnestly  Desire 
yo'"  Hon""  that  you  would  Improve  yo'  Interest  with  v"  Gov 
ernouvs  Either  of  y"  Massachusetts  or  N.  Hampshire  (which 
you  shall  tliinkmosc  Proper)  that  we  may  have  such  a  supply 
of  men  posted  here  as  they  shall  think  Necessary  for  our  De- 
fence to  be  Employ'd  Either  in  Scouting  or  otherwise  as  they 
shall  Judge  most  proper.  Lieu'-'  Witherby  is  Willing  to  Come 
among  us  with  a  Company  of  Men,  If  he  Can  obtain  order 
and  Encouragement  from  the  Government.  W^e  pray  you 
would  Write  to  Either  Governour  as  your  Discresion  shall 
Direct  you  on  our  behalf  and  In  our  names  submitting  our 
Case  to  \'o'"  Prudence  praying  you  would  do  what  you  can  for 
us  and  as  speedily  as  may  be  and  therebv  will  oblige 

Yo"  Most  Humble  &  Obedient  servants 

Benjamin  Willson  David  Farnsworth 

I^aac  Parker  Jolm  Avery 

Charles  Holden  Ebenezer  Putnam 

Job  bparlord  John  Hastings  Jr. 

Isaac  Parker  Jun,  Simeon  Sartwell 

Abraham  Parker  Benoni  Woolcott 

Jn'  Hastings  John  Spafard 
Superscribed,  Sec. 


Petulon  cf  yoJiii  SpaJ/ord. 
To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esqr.  Governour  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  hisMaj'"  Pz'ovince  of  New 
Hampshire  and  to  his  ivlaj''-'  Council  for  said  Province  ct 
the  .Plouse  of  RepresenU.itive-s  now  Conven'd  in  General 
Assembly 

John  Spafford  for  himself  and  about  thirteen  tamilys  Lately 
Settled  on  the  East  Side  of  Connecticut  River  being  known  by 
the  name  of  No.  4  humbly  Sheweth — 

That  vour  Petitioners  have  hitely  made  a  Settlement  there 
and  at  their  own  Charge  hath  Built  a  Large  &  Strong  Garri- 
son and  have  twenty  tive  men  or  thereabouts,  and  have  good 
plantations  there  and  a  good  prospect  of  a  Considerable  p'cll 
of  Graine  now  growing  on  the  Land.  But  so  it  is  theire  Settle- 
ments being  so  much  exposed  to  the  Indians,  and  not  above 
Eishtv   mifjs   from   the  Frer.ch   Fort  on  I'.ic   Lake  where   the 
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French  may  soon  and  Easyly  annoy  them  &  the  Indians  tells 
them  that  they  must  fight  for  the  french  and  tells  them  1o  take 
Care  of  theniaelves.  Vour  Petitioners  being  so  Exi^osed  to 
the  Enemy  and  so  f;u-  from  any  English  Settlem*^  they  cannot 
pretend  to  stand  on  their  own  Defence,  and  therefore  humbly 
prays  your  Excell'-'  and  honours  of  the  Gen'  Ass'"  that  they 
may  h:i\e  some  assistance  of  ]\Jen  to  assist  them  in  Keeping 
their  Garrison  and  preserA'e  their  Cattle  and  Graine,  or  as  in 
your  Wisdom  you  shall  think  titt.  And  if  no  assistance 
of  men  may  be  obtained  Then  to  let  the  People  Know  it, 
That  your  Petitioners  may  use  Some  Speedv  means  tor  the 
preservation  of  themselves  &  families  and  your  Petitioners  as 
in  Duty  Bound  Shall  e\er  Pray  &c 

JoHX  Spafford. 
July  the  24'--  1744. 


Petitiofi    for  a  road. 

To    his   Excellency  John  W'entworth  Esq'   Captain   General, 
Governor  &:  Commander  in  Cliief  in  and   over  his  Alaiestys 
ProA-'.nce    of    New    Hampshire    &c     The    Honourable    his 
Majesty's   Council  &  House  of  RepresentatiAes   in   General 
Assembly  convened  this  Eighteenth  Day  of  October  176S 
The     Petion   of    Simon    Sartwell,    William  Hevwood   and 
Elijah  Grout  as  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Charle&town  in  s'd 
province  to  your  Excellency   and   Plonours   humbly  s/iezvet/i., 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Charlestown  with  those  of  the  ad- 
joining Towns,  have  Looked  out   and  marked  a  Road,  and  in 
part  Cleared  the  Same,  between  s.tid  Charlestown  &  Boscawen 
and  are  of  opinion  the  same   may  be  made  a  good   Carriage 
Road,  which  if  elTected,  is  humblv  conceived  might  be  of  Great 
utility  &  Benefit  to  many  Towns  in  this  Province  by  having  a 
much    nearer   &   easier  Communication,  with   the    Aletropolis 
than  has  as  yet  been  found  out  which   is   tho't  would   greatly 
Fecilitate   the   Settlement  of  many  new   Townships,   hitherto 
much  retarded  for  want  of  good  Roads. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  & 
Honours  would  be  pleased  to  indulge  them  with  your  appro- 
bation of  said  Road  and  tliat  y''  same  may  be  contirmed  as  the 
Main  Road  or  Highway  from  said  Charlestown  to  Boscawen 
and  that  such  Regulations  and  orders  for  farther  opening  and 
Clearing  said  Road  may  he  made  as  by  your  Excellency  &. 
Honours  may  tho't  best  or  odierwiij'S  to'Grant  such  Relief  to 
your  Petitioners,  in  the  Premeses  as  to  this  Plon''''  Court  Shall 
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iu  wisJoui,  be  Judged   best  and  your   Petlcioners  as   in  Duty 

bound  shall  ever  pray 

SiMOX  Sartwell 
W",  He  V  WOOD 
Elijah  Grout. 

Province  of  \  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Ocf  26  176S 
New  Hamps'  J  The  forei,'oing  Petition  being  Read  S:  Considered 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Oblige 
the  Proprietors  of  tlie  Several  Towns  through  which  said  Road  Marked 
out  as  mentioned  in  the  Petition  passes,  to  Clear  and  make  Said  Road 
Passable 

M.  Weare  CI'' 
In  Council  October  2S — 176S 
read  cC  concurred 

T.  Atkinson  Jun  Sec'j 


Petition  of  Tiinothy  Lovcll  about  a?i  island  opposite  CharJcs- 

toivn. 

Province  of      "I 
New  Hampshire  / 

To  his  Excell  -■'  John  Weutworth  Esq""  Cap'  General  Gov- 
ernor c'C  Commander  iti  chief  in  »^  over  his  ?>Iaj  -^^  Prov- 
ince afures '     In  Council. 

The  Memorial  &  Petition  of  Timothy  Lovell  of  Rocking- 
ham in  said  province  Ilumblv  Shews 

That  your  Memorialist  is  now  the  owner  of  tS:  in  possession 
of  a  certain  Island  in  Connecticut  River,  nearly  adjoininp"  to 
Charlestown  containing  about  Nine  acres,  that  the  said  Island 
was  always  deemed  part  of  the  said  Township  of  Charles- 
town,  &  so  Jiotted  to  (.\:  among  the  P.oprietors.  v^'ho  with  those 
who  hold  under  them  have  cultivated  <!v;  mowed  the  same  for  near 
seventeen  years  last  past,  &  never  heard  the  Title  controverted, 
till  within  a  very  little  time  past  y'  Men''''  has  henn  informed 
that  some  persons  are  about  to  make  application  to  Y''  Excel- 
lency &  Hon^^  for  a  Grant  thereof,  which  might  be  productive 
of  much  Trouble  &  inconvenience  &c.  Your  Mem"''  there- 
fore humbly  prays  Y""  Excell'"'^'  and  honors  would  be  pleased 
to  suspend  your  Determination  of  this  matter,  in  case  applica- 
tion Should  be  made,  untill  y'  ^Meni''"'  might  have  an  Opp->' 
to  prove  what  he  alledges  relative  to  his  Right  of  property  & 
possession  as  afores-  And  y'  ^Memorialist  as  in  Duty^  bound 
shall  Ever  Pray  &c 

Timothy  Lovell. 

Portsm"  6*^  April  1770 
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Pt'fi'tlon  hi  behaJf  nf  Be;!j'  J^^'-^e/or  a  Ferry. 
To  Ills  ExceHency  John  Wentvvorth  Esq  Governor  and  Com- 
manclei  m  Chiet'in  and  over  IIis  :M:iiestvs  Province  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  to  the  Hon""  His  Majesty.s  Council 
The  Humble  Petition  of  Benjamin  Page  of  Charlestown  in 
said  Provmce  of  Xew  Hampshire  Yeoman  Plumblv  Sheweth 
also  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  and  other  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  said  Charlestown— praying  that  the  said  Benjamin  mav  have 
the  beneht  of  the  Ferry  that  leads  from  Charlestown  to  Crown 
point  (as  he  is  settled  at  the  P^nw  as  near  as  is  convenient  for 
a  Ferry  man)  he  is  a  sober  well  disposed  person  and  we  think 
he  ^vlll  attend  the  Business  and  be  t'athfull  to  oblige  those  that 
Travel  the  road,  there  is  no  house  that  is  within  half  a  mile  of 
said  terry  on  this  side  the  river  and  we  Your  Excellency's  Peti- 
tioners Humbly  pray  that  he  may  have  a  Charter  of  the  same 
if  \  our  Excellency  and  Honours  shall  think  fit  to  Grant  the 
same  to  him  as  we  J-idge  him  to  be  suitable  for  the  business 
and  lour  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

W"  Heywood         )  ^,  / 

Jan'>-  lo'-'  1 771 .  JoHX  Hastings  Jr  ]  ^'^'^ectmeu 

Xath'i  Powers  William  Jacobs 

James  Famsworth  Siinv:  Hunt 

0<mon  Baker  Silvanus  Hastings 

1  imothv  Putnam  £nos  Stevens 

Simon  Po^ve^s  Lenv  Hastings 

Ehjah  Parker  Stephen  Atworde 

Benoni.'  Spafford  Willard  Stevens 

Ric.vi  Holdin  David  Tavior 

Peter  Page  Abel  Walker 


e 


Petition  of  John  Xott. 
To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esqr.  Governor  & 
Commandor  in  Chief  in  &  over  His  ^lajestv's  Province  of 
Jsew  Hampshire  and  to  His  Majestvs  Honb'^"  Counnicel  That 
Whareas  it  Hath  Bin  Pleaseing  to  the  People  of  Charlestown 
to  bign  and  bend  to  the  Governor  &  Cownsel  desierin^r  that 
Ben'  --^^  Paige  Should  have  the  ferev  Grantted  to  him  itts  also 
my  desire  that  it  Should  be  grantted  to  him  and  Pray  vour  Ex- 
cellency &  tiie  Oner'  Counsel  to  grant  it  to  him  on  this  Side  of 
the  River  the  humble  Request  of  John  Xott  who  hath  main- 
tained the  terey  vath  a  good  Booat  on  my  own  Cost  six  years 

T  ,  John  Nott. 

Januaiy  the  14  1771. 
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Petition  cf  Simeon  Olcott for  a  Ferry. 
To  his  P^xcellency  Job.ii  V'.'entworth  Esqr.   C:'.ptaiii   General, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  Majestj-'s 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  <fcc. 

In  Council 

Humbly  Sheweth  Simeon  O'cottof  CharIe>to\vnin  said  Prov- 
ince that  there  being- no  Ferry  legallv appointed  and  Established 
onConnecticut  River  between  said  Cliarlestown  and  Springfield 
on  die  opposite  side  of  said  River,  bv  reason  whereof  his 
Majesty's  Subjects  are  often  obstructed  or  delayed  in  passing 
said  River  or  exorbitant  sums  demanded  for  the  same — Where- 
fore your  Petitioner  prays  that  he  maybe  appointed  and  author- 
ized to  set  up  &  Keep  a  Ferrv  on  said  River  between  said 
Charlestown  and  Springtield  under  such  Orders  and  Reg-ala- 
tion?as  in  your  wisdom,  shall  be  tho't  fit  and  your  Petitioner 
shall  ever  pray  tSrc 

Simeon"  Olcott. 

Portsmouth  19'-'  March  1771- 


CHESTER. 


[Che-ter  Tras  an  ori:r;nal  tovrnship  of  ten  miles  square  grante.l  Aug.  2*:;,  17-2:),  ucd 
■was  incorpo.-ated  5  3Iuy,  ITJ.'.    Ed.] 

Petition  in  beJuxIf  oj  the  proprietors  of  Chester. 
To  the  Hon  ■'^  J'^ha   Wentworth  Esq-'  Lieut.    Gov.    Governor 
and  Command  ■'  in  Chief  in  and  over  His   ^Majesties  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hamp-  and  to  the   Plon-''^  the  Council  for  said 
Province. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Henry  Sherburne  Sam'  Ingalls, 
John  Sanborn  &  Tho'  Packer  in  Behalf  of  the  Propriet-'  of 
the  Town  of  Chester  In  said  Province     Humblv  Sheweth 

That  the  Propriet  =  of  the  Town  of  Chester  afores '  about 
two  years  since  Chose  a  Comittee  to  Join  w"*  a  Comittee  of 
the  Town  of  Londonderry  to  run  the  Line  bet\veen  the  two 
Towns,  which  the  said  Coniittee  accordingly  Begun  &  made 
some  Progress  in  it  but  did  not  Compleat  the  sam.e,  by  reason 
that  the  Comittee  for  Londonerry  would  not  consent  to  allow  the 
usual  allowance  (of  Eleven  Chains  for  ten  for  windfalls  &  in 
y"-  woods.)  in  the  meabure  on  the  \V.  N.  W.  or  Side  Line,  and 
would  allow  onlv  bare  measure  which  %vas  unrea-jonable  and 
never  Practiced  before  the  reason  of  their  being  so  Exact  is 
Because  the  Propriet"  of  Londonderry  have  Artfully  contrived 
to  have  ic  so   in  their  Charrt'r  as  to  iu'^-rose  to  them  selves  the 
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Fishing  place  at  Ameskeegj^  by  tailing  into  their  Town  a  small 
gore  of"  Land  at  the  head  of  Chester,  running  so  far  between 
the  river  of  Merrymack  and  the  head  of  Chester  untill  it  takes 
in  the  said  Fishing  place,  they  having  measured  it  beforehand 
for  that  purpose,  their  Ingrossing  to  themselves  y''  s"^  Fishing 
place  will  not  only  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  Chester  but  also  to 
the  other  Xew  Towns.  Y'  Petitioners  therefore  Ilumblvpray 
That  yo'  Honours  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  Committee  to 
run  the  said  Lines  and  Settle  the  bounds  bervveen  the  said 
Towns  in  such  a  manner  as  is  Customary  and  yo'  Petition"  as 
in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  prav 
Jan-->-  6'''  1725-6  "Hen  Sherburne  ]  ^ 

Thomas  Packer  )  Committee 

For  themselves  and  in  behalf  of 

Sam'  Ixgalls 

John  Saxborn 

In  Coun.  Jan':'  S"  1725-6. 

The  Petition  c3f  CJiester  Committee  this  day  Presented  to  V  board  by 
M'  Thorn*  Packer  Praying  the  Hon='''^  y-  L'  Gov  ^'  Councifto  appoint 
a  Committee  to  run  out  OC  Settle  y  Divisional  h^es  ii;  boundaries  be- 
tsveen  that  to\vn  li  Lend'  Derryfor  tlie  reasons  therein  set  forth,  bein" 
read  It  is  Ordered  That  the  heaVing  upon  the  said  Petition  be  on  Tues^ 
day  y«  25  Inst,  at  y-  Coun  Chamb"  in  Port^  and  that  the  Petitioners 
serve  y  Selectmen  of  the  s'  Town  of  Lond '  Derry  v.-"^  a  Copv  thereof 
tV  01  rhi?  oru-.-r  in  the  m'_an  time  that  they  may  have  an  opportunitv  to 
shew  y-  Reasons  (if  any  tliey  liavej  why  the  P'raver  of  s'^'Petition  may 
not  be  granted. 

R  Waldron  Clark  Con. 
To  be  heard  a  Tuesdav  fortn'ght. 


Chester  Co}ntnittee  Petition — ^^nl■tcs  of  Coupcil  thereon, 
Jan  25,   1725. 

Prov.  X.   Hamp^/^';'^!S"'^'",^°"";J''^"  -V  \7^5-6   . 

*^    I,  Lt.  Gov'  Mark  Munkuig,  k.  W  lOird  Esq'' 

The  Committee  of  Chester  appearing  to  prosecute  their  Petition  for 
a  Committee  to  settle  \-=  divisional  line  between  v'  Town  ^:  London- 
Derry  which  was  filed V  Sth  Instant  .V  Messrs  "  Cargil  .v  Rob-  Boves 
appearingin  behalf  of  y  s'-  Town  of  London  Derrv  jcboth  partvs  being 
fully  heard  It  is  ordered  That  the  Prayer  of  V  Petition  be  granted  & 
that  Mr.  Jam^s  Stevens  be  y"  Surveyor"'to  lead'y"  Course  &  y  M'  Benj^' 
Barker  Jn'  Calton  be  y  Person^  "to  carry  y  chain  &  that  Capt.  Jn'' 
Gillman  a:  Mr.  Edward  Hale  go  on  w'-'  one  chain  man  ^t  v''  other  w''' 
y  other  ^;  keep  y-  Tally  v.-ho  are  likewise  to  take  care  X  see  that  due  & 
just  al!o%yance  be  made  in  y  measure  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  fudge 
it  requisite  and  that  this  busyness  be  pertormed  between  t.his  time  &  v" 
niiddle  of  June  ne.xt  A:  reported  into  y  secretarvs  office  immediately 
after  y  Com.pleting  thereof  X'  y'  y  Charge  ofy  Comm.ittee  be  paid  b"v 
y  2  Towns  Jointly  ic  y'  y  s'^  Committee  be  sworn  to  y  faith'  discharg"e 
of  y  Duty  of  y"-  respective  trusts  according  to  y  form  annexed 
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Petition  of  Sclcctineji  of  Chester  15  Oct,  1726. 
To  the  Hon''''  John  W'entworth  Esq""  Lieut"  Goven''  Comand'^ 

in  Chief  in  .ii;  over  His  ^Slaj'''^  Prov"'   of  New  Hamp''    And 

to  tlie  Hon''"  the  Coimcil  for  Said  Province. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Clem'  Hughes,  Rob'  Smith  and 
John  Sanborn  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Chester  Humbly 
Sheweth 

That  Cap'  Tobias  I.ang-don,  Cap'  Tim''  Gerrish  &  John 
Smith  appointed  b}-  yo'"  Hon''  sometime  Since  to  be  a  Comittee 
to  run  y  ■  Head  Line  of  Exeter  (w^'-  is  the  Dividing  line  be- 
tween s'  Exeter  &  Chester  afores')  did  not  attend  the  Direc- 
tions of  y''  Honours  in  that  affair  but  followed  the  Directions 
of  y-  Select  .men  of  said  Exeter  therein-,  and  haviiig  run  s'-' 
line  to  y'  s''  Sclectmcns  mind,  made  their  return  to  v  s'  Se- 
lectmen instead  of  doing  it  to  vo'  Plon"^  so  that  that  line  is  as 
yet  unsettled  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  afores'-  Tov/n  oi 
Chester 

Yo'"  Petition^'  Therefore  Humbly  pray  yo""  Hon"  to  appoint 
a  Comittee  to  run  the  two  niiles  tiiac  Exeter  is  to  run  upon  a 
W  by  X.  point  above  Dover  and  from  thence  upon  a  Straight 
line  to  a  Beach  Tree  (on  Kingston  Side  Line)  appointed  & 
marked  in  the  year  171S  to  be  y-  bounds  for  Exeter  on  y'  side, 
by  tlie  Grand  Comittee  appointed  bv  the  Gen ''  assembiv  to 
fix  }"-  bounds  of  each  Town  wichin  this  Province  wiiich 
Sti-aight  line  is  y-  Dividing  line  between  Exeter  <!s;  Chester, 
And  that  yo""  Plon""'  would  please  to  Direct  Said  Comittee  to 
run  said  Line  with  all  Convenient  Speed  and  yo""  Petition'"*  as 
in  duty  bound  Shall  Ever  pray 

Clement  Hughes 
Rob'"'  Smith 

Portsm''  Ocf  15"^  1726.  John  Sanborn. 


Report  on  Petition Jor  a  road. 

Province         ") 
New  Hampsliire  j 

Pursuant  to  a  Vote  of  the  General  Court  Bareing  Date  May  26"^  1743 
To  us  the  Subscribers  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to 
go  up  to  Chesterar.d  Londonderry  to  View  a  highway  formerly  Laid  out 
by  Chester  and  Londonderry  and  recorded  in  Eacii  Town  and  also  a 
Nother  way  Petitioned  for  by  Chester,  and  to  make  Report  of  our 
Doeing^i  therein  to  the  Gen-^'  Ass'-'  att  their  next  sessions 

Wee  haveing  been  up  and  Viewed  Both  Ways  and  Doe  find  that  the 
way  formerly  Laid  cut  from  Londonderry  to  Chester,  Between  the  lands 
of  Mess'*  James  Colwell  and  Patrick  Du:j!ass   to    Derry  Nortiieabterly 

line    And  then  on  a  Straight  line  through  the  land  of Brown  of 

Chester  to  meet  the  Road,  that  leads  by  Deacon  Dearbourns  to  Chester 
Meeting  house  is  the  Most  Convenient  w:iv  for  accommodation  of  Both 
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Towns  nforesaid  and  for  Travellers   in  General  Dated  this  r^'^   Dav  of 
Sept.  1743. 

John  Do-vvning  Jr. 
Geo  Walton 
Richard  Jennes 
In  the  House  of  representatives  Mav  26^^  1743. 

The  within  Petition  read  &  a  former  Petition  of  the  Select  men  of 
Chester  read  relating  to  the  same  affairs  and  the  Petitioners  i:  the  Select 
men  of  Londonderry  respondents  heard  by  the  Council  and 

Voted  That  their  be  aComitfee  Sent  to  Vicv,-  the  highvvavs  Viz  That 
Avhich  is  Laid  out  «.\:  that  which  is  Petitioned  to  be  Laid  out  and  the  s'' 
Comittue  to  make  returne  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  Ses- 
sions which  place  is  most  proper  for  a  high  way  and  upon  the  Coinittees 
returne  to  Consider  who  Shall  pay  tlie  Charge  And  that  George  W'al- 
dron  li'  richard  Jennes  Esq  be  a  Comittee  from  this  House  to  Jovn 
such  as  the  Hon.--'  tiie  Council  Shall  appoint  to  do  the  Service  above" s'^ 

James  Jaffrey  Cle'  Ass'" 
Eodem  Die 

In  Council  rend  Jj  Concurrd  v?c  Joseph  Sherburne  o:  John  Dov.ning 
Esq'"  added  to  the  Comittee  above  s'* 


Eodem  Die 

Assented  to 
^  B.  Wextworth 

Copy  Ex'' 


Theod  Atkinson  Secy. 


Theodore  Atkinson  Secv. 


In  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives  7^''  23''  1743 
The  within  Return  read,  and  accepted  And 
^Voted  That  the  Highway,  as  therein  mentioned  &  Described,  be  the 
Kings  High  way,  and  that  all  obstructions  in  or  on  said  high  wav  be 
Rem.oved,  and  that  the  .-ame  be  allowed  to  be  a  Publick  Road.  and"that 
the  Petitioners  of  Chester  pay  the  Charg  of  the  Comitee  that  went  on  the 
Spot  Each  pson  thirty  Shillings  (old  Tenor)  prDiem  tor  their  Labor  & 
Charge,  And  that  the  said  Petitioners  of  Chester  pay  the  said  Charge 
to  some  or  one  of  the  said  Comitee  within  thirty'davs  after  the  Date 
hereof. 

James  Jeffrey  CI''  Ass™ 
In  Cc'.incil  September  23d  1743 
read  >.V'  Concured 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 
Eodem  Die 

Assented  To     B.  Went\vx)RTH 

Memorandum  the  High  Way  Laid  out  and  Recorded  from  Chester  to 
Londonderry  by  Sam'  Browns  the  length  is  one  mile  and  a  Half  and 
sixty  Rhcds 

The  way  by  Kars  mills  as  was  showed  to  us  but  not  Laid  out  was  two 
miles  and  fifty  two  Rhods 

Sam"  Emerson       ")  Chare  men 
dated  at  Chester  Thomas  Cochran  /  upon  oath 

August  y-=  23'  1743 

The  Ki<rhway  that  is  Laid  out  and  Recorded,  went  acrost  Samuel 
Browns  Land  as  we  measured ;  L'e  Promised  to  give  said  Land  for  a 
High  way  to  the  town  of  Chester  without  any  other  Satisfaction  than 
not  to  Have  s*  High  way  goe  by  his  house 

The  way  by  Karrs  mills  as  we  measured  went  first  acrost  James  Col- 
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%,  jl!s  Li'.i'.J  (::'"■  acroit  Ca;,'t  -iIorsc-5  Land — ],'■•'  acrost  John  Ka/r^  Land 
(4'>'  acrost  John  Karr  Junr's,  Land  (5'-''  acrcst  Rob*  Gillcreast  Land  (6'y 
acrost  Jolin  Karr  Junr'&  Land. 


Chester  Petition  in  I'elation  to  the  jSIlnistrv. 
To  his  Excelloncv  Jonathan  Bolcher  Esq"  Governour  &  In  and 
Over  His  -Majesties  Province  of  Now  Hampshire,  The 
Hon  'able  His  Majesties  Council  and  flouse  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  now  Assembled  at  Portsm ' 
The  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Chester  Humbly  Sheweth  That 
whereas  after  the  Rev'^  M'  Eb""  Flagg  was  settled  in  said  Town 
by  Vote  according  to  y"  directions  of  the  Law  to  be  the  Gospel 
IMinister.  A  considerable  number  of  persons  Petition  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  an  explanation  of  the  law  of  Liberty  Supposing 
they  being  Presbeterians  were  exempted  from  pa}-ir.g  to  Mr 
Flag  which  was  then  explain'd  in  their  favour.  Since  \vhich 
they  have  accordingly  proceeded  in  a  cordial  manner,  and  have 
endea%our-  to  take  the  best  method  the  present  Circumstances 
Vv-ill  admit  to  Rais  mone\-  for  the  Respective  ministers,  as  fol- 
lows at  a  Town  Meeting  warn'd  for  that  purpose  when  met 
thev  Voted  Separatelv  '^V  Flaggs  Salary  ;  and  the  Presbetery- 
ans  voted  a  Salarv  for  the  Rev  Mr.  Jn"  Wilson  their  Minister 
the  Selectmen  Sign'd  the  Respective  v/arrants  to  y '  Constable 
or  Collectors  to  collect  the  Same  if  this  ^Method  be  agreeable 
we  Humbh-  prav  ■'.'o''  approbation.  But  if  anything  in  our 
proceedings  hitiierto  is  short  of  what  is  Necessary  in  the  Law 
we  humbly  entreat  a  favourable  construction  and  pray  that  the 
presbeterians  may  be  Qiialify'd  Lav/fully  to  proceed  for  the 
future.  Also  if  it  be  Necessary  for  ^M'  Flags  hearers  to  pro- 
ceed in  any  other  method  than  hitherto  pray  for  particular 
direction  as  to  yo'  Excellency  and  Honours  shall  appear  need- 
ful Also  we  pray  that  y'  day  of  the  annual  meeting  may  be 
altered  to  som  other  day  of  y"  week  to  escape  interfering  with 
the  Fast'  wliich  will  oblige  vo''  Humble  Petitioners 
John  Calfe  "1 

JoHX  ToLFORD  [  Selectmen 

Ephraim  Hasseltine  f  of  Chester 
Enoch  Colebv  J 

Province  of     ")  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
New  Hampshire  i  the  within  Petition  Read  A: 

Vot'  That  the  Prayer  of  the  wiLhin  Petition  be  granted  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  \'iz. 

Vot' That  the  Two  Congre,2;ations  in  Chester  viz:  that  are  called 
Congregationalists  and  tho^e  that  are  called  Presbyterians  have  power 
to  act  Seperate  in  Raiseincj  money  for  Support  of  y  Mini>ter.s  Respec- 
tively for  Defraying  t!:e  Charges  of  building  i:  Repairing  their  meeting 
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I10U.-.U-  uiul  tlwt  they  have  power  to  Chu>o  Wardens  Sepenite  to  assess 
all  persons  and  their  Estates  belongin,!:^  to  their  Respective  Congrega- 
tions -as  aforesaid  Toward  Defraying  Such  Ciiarges  as  shall  be  Raised 
for  the  aforesaid  uses  Seperate  in  Just  ^:  Equall  Proportion,  to  such  Tax 
&  TaN.es  as  they  shall  Vote  from  time  to  time  at  their  Respective  Meet- 
ings Arid  tiiat  they  have  power  to  Choose  Collectors  Seperate  to  Col- 
lect the  said  Taxes  and  that  they  have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
inglv  and  that  John  Calf,  Eph  Ilazilton  Enoch  Coleby,  be  impow- 
ered  to  call  the  first  meeting  for  the  Congregationall'  and  that  Cap' 
Sam'  IngoUs  John  Tolford  John  Carr  be  impowr'd  to  call  ther  fist  meet- 
ing for  Pre^betering  meeting 

James  JeftVey  CI' Ass"* 
August  6th  1740 

In  Council  Eodem  Die 
Read  &  Concurred 

P.ic'^  V/aldron  Secy 

Same  day  Assented  to 

J.  Belcher 


I^etitioii  for  aid  oj' soldiers. 
To  the  honourable  Capthis  of  Chester  Greeting 

Whereas  there  is  a  Considerab'"-'  number  of  tamelis  scattered 
in  the  wilderness  in  the  out  skirts  of  Chester  Some  lives  four 
mile?  and  a  half  some  three  and  a  half  (&  6  from  a^.y  help) 
we  are  so  scattered  that  we  think  \vc  are  very  unnt  to  live  as 
we  have  dund  nevertheless  we  would  be  willing  to  imitat  some- 
thing- of  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  Zebnlon  and  Naphtleeu 
who  Joperded  their  lives  in  the  high  places  of  the  field  and 
whereas  we  have  a  velow  for  our  loss  and  libertise  we  Earn- 
estly beg  that  your  honours  would  look  upon  us  in  our  Des- 
trees  and  help  with  some  suldiars  a  certain  iiumber  we  are  not 
willing  to  name  vour  selves  Knowing  our  surcumstances  and 
how  it  is  with  us  believes  you  ^vill  help  us  this  way  more  then 
we  with  prudence  could  name  and  in  so  doing  j-our  Fcore 
pettioners  will  ever  Pray  if  no  help  Corns  we  must  leave  our 
houses  and  horns  and  goe  Ilk  scattered  Sheep. 

James  Besford  Jonas  Clay 

David  McCluer  John  Clay 

John  Precut  David  McClure 

Jebesh  French  Jacob  Basford 

To  the  Hon'*  Cap'^  of  Chester,  greeting. 

Whereas  we  }•"  Subscribers  live  Remote  from  the  town  and  t'or  some 
years  past  have  been  obliged  to  leave  our  places  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  naen  to  Keep  a  garrison  Avhich  has  been  greatly  to  our  damage 
and  we  being  desirous  to  live  here  if  we  can  have  three  or  four  men  to 
help  support  a  garrison 

We  Remain  yours  to  serve, 

Ithamar  Carv  Philip  Grifen 

Zachariah  Biitterfield  Joshua  Hall 

Stephen  Websttr  AHet  Bary 

Aaron  Butterlicld 
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To  tl;c  Captains  of  Chat^v  : 

We  the  subscribers  earnestly  Requests  your  Aid  and  assistance  in 
pettioning  the  General  Court  tor  some  help  yourseh-ci  Knowing  how* 
we  are  scattered  And  hn\y  far  a  Distance  from  the  metting  house  some 
7  some  S  some  9  miles  from  it  Gentle  men  we  arc  your  humble  ser- 
vants 

William  Ollcot?  William  McClintok 

Waiter  Macfarlan  Nathaniel  Boyd 

William  Grinel  Micheall  INIcClintok. 


Tolford  <£'  IVells'  Petition. 
To  His  Excellencv  Bcnning-  AVentworth  Esq''  Captain  Gen- 
eral Governor  and  Commaudijr  in  Chief  in  and  over  the 
Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  the  Honourable  his  Majestys 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly 
Convened  the  Tenth  day  of  May  174S 

The  Petition  of  John  Tolford  and  Thomas  Wells  of  Chester 
in  tlie  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  behalf  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  s'  Chester  moj.t  humbly  vShews  That  the  s'  Town  of 
Chester  is  exposed  to  the  Indian  Enemy  and  sundry  of  the 
Dv^-elling  houses  in  s'  Tov.n  so  exposed  that  unless  there  be 
more  men  to  defend  them  than  the  Town  itself  can  adord  they 
will  unavoidably  be  obliged  to  leave  them  and  their  lands  also 
That  thereby  the  Enemy  will  gain  an  advantage  and  the  Fron- 
tier be  bro't  nearer  the  Center  That  Sundry  Persons  who  live 
in  the  outskirts  of  said  Town  have  pray'd  for  help  as  by  their 
respective  Petitions  hereunto  annexed  and  herewith  presented 
may  more  fully  appear.  Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Islost 
humbh-  pray  your  Excellency  and  Honours  to  allov»-  such  a 
num.ber  of  men  for  the  Defence  and  protection  of  s'  Town  as 
in  vour  great  wisdom  shall  be  tho't  reasonable 

John  Tolford 


Tho"'  Wells. 


In  Council  >ray  11  174S, 

read  ^  Sent  Down  to  the  Hon-'"  House 
Theo.  Atkinson  Secy 


Minutes  of  Chester  tovjn  ?nceti>ig  Mar.  29,  1753- 
At  a  meeting   of  the    free  holders    and    Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Chasrer  held  at  Chaster  the  ig-'  Day  of  March  1753  Capt.  Abel  mors 
being  moderator  tor  said  meeting  amongst  other  things 

Voted  tiiat  the  after  mentioned  tract  of  Land  may  be  Incorporated 

.into  a  Parash  Beginning  at  Londonderry  Line  at  a   Stake  and  stones 

being  the  South  west  Bound  of  Land  Sold  to  Thomas  Coch.ran  by  the 

pronnetors  of  said  Chapter  and  run  -^traie  to  a  pitch  pine  tree  being  the 
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South  wo^^t  boup.d  of  Xathnnicl  Halls  Land  by  penicook  paUi  tlian 
north  north  East  By  sad  Ilalls  Land  as  far  a.s  that  gos  and  then  Strate 
to  the  South  F:>t  Corner  of  the  39'^'  Lote  in  the  Second  part  of  the  sec- 
ond division  than  North  29  De<?rees  East  to  the  north  east  bound  of  the 
43''  Lote  in  the  afioresaid  devision  then  west  north  west  to  tower  hill 
pond  and  then  strato  to  tiie  north  E.st  Corner  of  Darefeld  then  South 
by  Derryfeld  to  Londontiary  Line  to  the  first  Bound  mentioned 

A  true  Coppy  Taken  from  Chaster  town  Book  of  Record  a-,  ate-;  to 

Samuel  E.mersox 

town  Clark 


Petiiion  of  Andre.'v  Cralgc  of  Chester^  9  ]\Iar.  i757* 
To   His  Excellencv   Benning   Wentworth  Esqr.  Governor   & 

Coainiatiuer  In  Chief  in  &  over   His  ^Majesty's  Province  of 

Nev.'  Hampshire  the  Hon''"  his  ]M;iiesty's  Council  cC  House 

of  Pvepresentatives  for  saide    Province  in  General  Assernbly 

Convened  the  Ninth  Day  of  March  1757 

<The  Humble  Petition  of  Andrew  Craigge  of  Chester  in  said 
Province  One  of  the  Select  men  of  said  Town  for  the  Year 
1756  In  behalf  of  himself  &  the  other  Select  men  of  said  Town 
for  said  Year  Shews 

That  by  tb.e  Treasurers  Warrant  to  the  said  Select  to  Levy 
the  said  Towns  Proportion  of  the  Province  Tax  for  said  year 
Several  Dif.crent  Sums  arc  menti-jned  lib  ordered  to  be  Les'ied 
and  Paid  in.to  the  Treasury  at  Difi'erent  times  and  there  are  also 
two  Sums  Each  of  £  203  :2  which  the  said  Select  were  ordered 
as  aforesaid  to  Raise  which  they  by  mistake  took  to  be  the 
sam.e  sum  onlv  twice  mentioned  in  said  Warrant  by  which 
Mistake  tlie  said  Sum  therein  Last  Mentioned  is  Omitted  c'^c  no 
Tax  has  been  made  for  Raising  the  same  whereby  the  Said 
To\vn  Falls  so  niiich  in  arrears  to  the  Treasury 

That  the  time  Limitted  iit  said  Warrant  for  Paying  in  the 
Said  Sinn  is  Past  iN:  the  Omission  so  Lately  Discovered  tirat  the 
said  Selectmen  could  not  make  a  Xew  Tax  iS:  Comite  the 
Same  v^easonablv  to  be  Collected  before  the  annual  Meeting 
at  v/hich  new  onicers  may  be  Chosen  and  the  Present  Town 
Officers  Superseded  besides  that  it  would  have  Perhaps  Occa- 
sioned Some  Disputes  &  Diflerences  in  said  To^vn.  Where- 
fore your  Petitioner  most  Humbly  Prays  That  as  this  Omission 
is  the  Effect  of  Liadvertence  &  not  of  Design  the  said  Select- 
men may  be  Excused  iK:  Exempted  from  the  Penalty  of  the  Law 
in  such  Cases  Provided  That  the  Treasurer  may  be  ordered 
to  suspend  Isstiirig  an  extent  against  them  for  this  arrearage 
but  tliat  the  said  Town  niay  have  further  time  for  the  Pay- 
ment thereof  that  the  Selectmen  that  may  be  Chosen  for  the 
Present  Year  nia\  be  authori/.ed  to  Levy  the  Same  v\ith  the 
Tax  for  ih.is  Year  ia  the  Same  manner  as  it  Ought  to  have 
been  done  in  the  Year  Past  and  th.it  a   Resolve  of  the  v.'hole 
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Legislature  nia\  be  Past  for  this  Purpose  or  if  that  should  be 
tho't  Iiisutiicient  That  your  Petitioner  mav  have  Leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  accordingly  or  that  you  would  be  Pleased  to  Grant 
Such  otlicr  Relief  in  the  Premises  as  in  Your  Great  Wisdom 
&  Goodness  you  shall  judge  Expedient  and  your  Petitioner  as 
in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray  &c 

AxD'^  Craige. 

In  Council  March  9''"  1757 

read  lV  ordered  to  be  sent  do^vn  to  the  Hon'''''^  Assembly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec. 
Province  of  "I  In  the  house  of  Representatives  March  lo'-'  1757 
New  Hanips  j  This   Petition   having  been  read   &  the  Petitioner  being 
fully  heard  thereon 
Resolved  That  the  prayer  thereof  be   grinted  fc  that  the   Petitioner 
have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

Andrew  Clarkson  Clerk 
In  Coitncil  Eodem  Die 
read  a;  Concund 

Theod.  Atkinson  Secy. 

Consented  to 

B.  Wextworth. 


Advertisement. 

Thc'-e  are  to  notify  and  warn  the  free  holders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Cliester  Q^ialityed  for  \'otlng  to  assemble  and  meet  at  the  old 
Meeting  house  in  Chester  upon  Wednesday  the  Twenty  sixth  Day  of 
this  In-tant  January  at  one  of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  of  s^  Day 
I'*-  To  cluise  a  moderator  for  said  meeting  2'>'  To  see  if  the  Town  will 
Vote  of  that  part  of  the  Town  called  the  north  Parish  or  freetown  so 
called  to  be  a  Town  or  Parish  by  themselves  or  toact  and  Do  what  shall 
be  Thought  proper  in  that  aifair 

Jnu>-  Webster  ")  Selectmen 

Dated  at  Chester  January  i::""  1763     Bradbury  Carr        .;-         of 

Mathew  FoRSAiTiij     Chester 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and   Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Chester  held  at  Chester  January  26'''    1763   agreeable   to  the  fore  going 
Warning 
Voted  Deacon  Ebene^er  Dearborn  moderator  for  said  meeting 
2'.''  \'oted  Sam''  Robie  Clerk  pro  tempore  for  said  meeting 
Voted  That  That  part  of  the  Town  of  Chester  Called  the  north  Par- 
rish  or  freetown  as  much  as  was  Laid  out  in  Parrish  tbrme  shall  be  set 
of  as  a  Town  or  Parrish 

A  True  Copy  Taken  from  Chester  Town  Book  of  Records 

A'ttest  Sam'  E.merson  Town  Clerk 
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TJi:  PcflL'on  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  paris/i  in 

Chester^    y/ifie  14,  1763. 

To  His    Excellency  Benning  Wintworth   Esq''   Governor  and 

Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesties   Province  of 

New  hanipshire     The  Hon"""  his  Majesties  Counciil  and  the 

Honourable  House  of  Representatives  in  Generall  Assembly 

Conven'd  ; 

The  Petition  of  ns  The  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  that  part 
of  Chester  Call''  The  North  parish  or  freetown,  Humbly 
Shevreth 

That  your  Petitioners  Living  at  such  a  great  Distance  from 
the  Town,  That  they  have  no  advantage  of  the  Ministry  nor 
Schools  not\.v!thstanding  they  have  for  many  vears  Paid  There 
proportion.  To  tlie  Support  of  Boath  and  the  Town  being 
sensable  That  It  would  be  Just  for  us  To  be  freed  from  that 
Charge  have  at  a  meeting  held  at  Chester  Jan-^  26  ;  1763, 

Voted  That,  that  Part  of  the  Town  of  Chester  call'd  The 
Xorth  parrish  or  freetown.  as  much  as  was  Laid  out  in  parrish 
form,  shall  be  .Sett  of  as  a  Tc-wn  or  Parrish  the  bounds  of  s' 
Xorth  Parrish  so  caiTd  are  as  fjb  beginning  at  the  north  East 
Corner  of  Chester  upon  the  head  line  of  Exeter  at  a  beach  or 
maple  Tree  being  the  bounds  between  Chester  and  Xotting- 
ham.  So  Running  South  ab.  29  Degrees  west  bounding  on 
Exeter  he:\d  line  rive  miles  to  t!ie  South  East  Corner  of  the 
Lott  X  30.  then  west  north  west  tive  miles  or  so  far  as  to  con- 
tain all  the  old  hundred  acre  Lotts  then  Xorth  29  Degrees 
East  Five  Miles  To  Xutting-'  Line  then  on  s'  Line  to  the  first 
bound 

We  therefore  Pray  That  all  the  Land  Included  in  s''  Bound, 
with  all  thiO  poles  c\:  Estate--  therein  Containd  mav  be  Incorpo- 
rated into  a  distink  Parrish  from  the  Town  of  Chester  and  be 
Invested  with  Same  power.s  and  Priveledges  That  Towns  in 
This  Province  are  by  Law  Intitled  To  and  That  we  mav  have 
Liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly  and  your  Petitioners  as 
in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray 

March  i  '-  1763. 

Daniel  Gordin  Daniel  Clav 

Daniel  Holman  Stephen  Marden 

Eiisha  Towle  Obidiah  Griten 

Jonathan  Brown  Mcses  Sanborn 

Simeon  Bery  Caleb  Row.? 

N'oah  Moulton  Robarr.  Page 

Wadli;,^h  Cram  John  Sweet 

Joseph  Giles  Daniel  Robie 

Dan'e!  Lane  Jonas  Clay 

Ezekiel  Lane  Stephen  We-son 

Da%-id  Lane  Jethro  Bachelder 

Nathan  Moulton  Benj'  W'hittier 

Josiah  Fo-g  Cleinant  Doilof 
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Daalol  Goi-Jiia  Jr.  Pr.ul  Smith  Marstoa 

John  Cram  Benjamin  Prscut 

Alex    Meh-in  Jo'-m  FuUonton 

Steph.en  Fogg  John  Wells 

Benjamin  Smith  John  Prscot  Jun'" 

Jiime^,  Fullenton  William  Todd 

Samuel  Cram  Timothy  Clough 

John  Stevens  Ezekiel  Smith 

Jonathan  Dearborn  David  Bean 

Benia  Bean  Alexander  Smith 

-PMoodv  .  Barten  Pollard 

Beniamin  Brown  David  Been  Jun'' 

Miles  Bean  Nathaniel  Ethridge 

Isaac  Clitford  Enoch  Fogg. 

In  Council  June  14''^   1763 

Read  oc  Sen-i  down  to  the  Hcn^-''  assemblv 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  becy. 

Province  ot^l  In  the  hou.-e  of  Pveprc>cntatives  Dec'  i''  1763 
New  Hanip  /This  petition  being  read 

Voted  That  the  petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  second  Day  of  the 
Sitting  ot'the  Gen'.  Assembly  Nextafter  the  25'*'  Inst  &:  that  they  Cause 
the  Substance  of  this  petition  >.\:  order  of  Court  thereon  to  be  adver- 
tised In  the  New  Hamps'  Gazzette  two  weeks  successively  that  anyper- 
son  concerned  may  appear  .V  Shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the 
praver  thereof  should  not  be  Granted 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk. 

In  Council  Eodem  Die 
read  .>;  concurred 

Theo  Atkin-cn  Secy. 
Province  of  \  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Apr.  12,  1764, 
New  Hamps/This  Petition  .^'  order  of  the  Court  thereon  being  read 

Voted  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  6c  that,  the  petitioners  have 
liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 

^  °  ^  '  A.  Clarkson  Clerk 


Petition  for  a  Parish. 

Province  of      \ 
New  Hampshire  j 

To  his  E:v-cellencv  Benning-  Wentworth  Esq^  Capta'm  General 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majes- 
ties province  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  Enghmd  and  to 
the  Honourable  his  Majesties  Council  and  house  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  general  Assembly  convened 

The  Humble  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of 
the  Xorthvvesterlv  part  of  Chester  in  the  province  ah)res'^ 
Most  humbly  Shcv/oth  that  the  Situation  of  the  place  where 
we  live  is  such  that  we  cannot  without  ^^luch  Diiiicultv  attend 
the  public!:  worship  of  God  with  our  family*  in  good  U'eather 
and  at  manv  times  in  the  vear  not  at  all.  And  the  Town  ot 
Che.t^r  being  Sensible  of  our  Ditricultles   have  pas^'d   a  Vote 
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in  their  Aairjal  Meeting  the  25*^'  of  ^.larch  1762  that  we  should 
be  set  oH'  from  them  as  a  Distinct  parish  about  five  miles  and 
ahalf  in  Length  and  about  four  miles  in  Breadth  as  tbiloweth, 
viz)  Bounding  Northerly  upon  Nottingham  line  Easterlv  on 
the  old  Hundred  acre  lotts  so  called,.  Southerly  on  the  Long 
•Meadow  parish  as  that  is  voted  off  already,  and  westerly  on 
the  forty  acre  lotts.  Wherefore  we  pray 'that  we  mav  be  In 
corporated  into  a  parish  agreeable  to  the  above  mentioned 
Bounds  and  be  Invested  with  all  those  privelidges  that  other 
parishes  have  within  this  province  The  granting  of  v,-hich  we 
Humbly  Concieve  will  be  a  great  benefitt  too  your  Humble 
petitioners  jand  our  familys  And  your  petitioners  as  in  Duty 
Bound  shall  ever  prav 

Chester  :N larch  22'''Anno  Dominie  1763 

Benja--  Batcheldjr  Jara-s  M-Clure 

Sam''  Mooers  Nicklus  Smith 

Wilham  Piitned?  Jonathan  Towie 

"VVinthrop  Wells  Phineas  Towle 

Jonathan  Hills  Stephen  Palmer 

Samuel  Towie  Nath=  Inijal'.s 

John  Ciaj.-  AbrahanT  Fitts 

Mo^es  Baker  Jacob  Sers^ant 

Thomas  Sargent  Theopiiiius  Clough 

Stepiv.-n  Webster  Sherburne  Rowe 

Joseph  Smith  Ichabod  Robie 

JercTniah  Bean  [ohn  Karr 

Zebed  Barey  Asel  Quimbev 

Enoch  Colebr  Elishal3een 

Moses  Sweet?  Thomas  Chretchet 

Natha'  Emerson  Oilman  Dudlev 

John  Sargent  David  Hills 

Jonathan  Been  .  Samuel  Eastman 

Benj--  Smith  Zachariah  Cleft'ord 

In  Council  June  2'^  1763 
Read  x  Ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon*''"  House 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Sec. 
Province  of  1^  In  the  house  ot"  Representatives  June  2'  1763 
New  Hamps  /This  petition  being  read 

Ordered  That  the  petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  second  Dav  of  the 
Sitting  of  Liie  General  Assembly  after  the  first  Dav  of  Aug.  next  ^:  that 
they  cau-e  the  substance  of  this"  petition  A:  order  of  Cou^rt  thereon  to 
be  advertized  In  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette  three  weeks  successivelv, 
that  any  persons  concerned  may  apoearirShew  Cause  if  Anv  thevhave 
why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  Granted 

^     ^  .,  -,    ,        ^  A.  Clarkson  Clerk 

In  v^ouncu  todem  Die 

Read  i:  Concurred  T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Sec. 

Province  of)  In  the  house  of  Representatives  Dec  .:'  1763 
New  Hamp  j  This  Petition  being  Read 

_  Voted  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  &  that 'the  petitioners  have 
liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  acccrdingly 

r.    ,        r>-     •     ^  .,  ■^-  Clarkson  Clerk 

Eodem  D-e  m  Council 

read  a;  Concurred  Thecd  Atkinson  y  Sec. 
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Petition  to  confirm  hounds^  (£:c. 
Province  of  Xev/  Hampshear 

CIie>ter  Dec''  1771 
To  His   Exelency  John  Wintworth  Esq"  Captain  GeneniU  & 
Governor  in  &  over  His  Majesties  Province  ot  New  Hamp- 
shear  &c     To  the   Honourable   his    ^Majesties    Councill   & 
House  of  Representatives  Now^  assembled 
The  Petition  of  us  the   Subscribers   Being   in  Number  the 
Greatest  Part  of  a  Destrict  or  Parish  Commonly  Called  the 
Long  ?sIeadows  Humbly  Sheweth  that  being  by  a  Vote  of  this 
Town   in   the   Anuel   Meting   in   the    month   of  ]March  ^V  D. 
1753  Voted  of  for  a  Parish  By  Certain  Limited  Bounds   jNIore 
Clearly   set  forth  in   said  Vote    the    Coppy   of  Which  Being 
Readv  to  Be  Produced,  Humbly  Prayeth  that  Your  Exelency 
&  Honours  would  be  Pleased  to  Conrirm  ,S;  Establish  said  Vote 
&  Bounds,  and  Grant  Unto  Us  all  Parish  Pri\-elidges  with  full 
Power  to  Kier  a  Gospell  Minister  to   Preach  Unto  us,  or  to 
Settle  i'c  Ordain  one  Over  us  for  the  Better  Conveniency  of  our 
attendino-  the  Pubiick  Worship  of  God.  and  your  Petitioners 
as  in  Duty  Bound  will  Ever  Pray 

John  Patten  Thomas  Fowler 

Nathaiiiel  Lii'.ri  •  Tliomas  Fowler  Jutir. 

John  Orr  Hugh  McAtfee 

Robert  Craig-  Nathaniel  I're-bury 
SaiMuel  Dinsmor  ^sfark 

Wells  Chase  James  Xi   Horn 
Barnard  Brickett  His 

Stephen  Derbon  Benj  Peirce 

Nathaniel  Wood?  Samuel  Peirce 

Joseph  Calfe  Robert  >[cKinley 

Samuel  Blunt  Stephen  Merrill 

Man^^field  McDoffy  ^V'illiunl  McMaster 

Daniel  Weutherspoon  Mose<  Underbill 

S.nn'  Aiken  Hugli  C'-ombie 

Rob'  Cahe  Robert  Patton 

Anthony  Sticknev  Thoma?  Sharlaj 

Robert  Witherspoon  James  Sharlay 

David  White  Samuel  Sliarlay 

Will'^  Litch  Robert  Gilcrest 

Joseoh  Linn  Joseph  Dearben 

Caleb  Hall  Moses  McFarland 

Moody  Chase  William  Grimes 

Moses  Hills  John  Grimes 

David  Wctherspoon  Adam  Willson 

Peter  Aiken       "  James  Grimes 

James  Weatherspoon  W'"  Brown  Junr. 

In  Council  Dec"  19'^  1771 

The  tbre-join-j;  Petitioii  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  tiie 
Hcn^''"  A■=^emhly. 

Geo.  Kin,:^  Den.  Sec. 
In  the  HoujC  of  Representatives  Deer  19,  1771 
S      ' 
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Voted  that  the  Potirion-'  at -heir  own  co->t  Serve  th.e  Selectmen  of 
Chester  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  &  order  of  Court  thereon  thnt 
they  D-;\y  be  heard  &  Shew  Cause  if  anv  thev  have  whv  the  Praver 
thereof  .-houd  :iot  be  -ranted  on  tlie  third  day  of  the  sitting  of  the 
Gen'  assembly  aUer  tiie  io'=^  day  of  February  next 


Attest  \V--'  Parker  Clr. 
In  Council  Dec  19'''  1771 
^_   Read  vS;  Concnrrd 

Geo.  Kin;^  D.  Sec. 

Chester  Dec.  the  ::4.  1771 
We  the  Selectmen  of  Clieicer  Have  this  Day  rec'd  this  I'etition 

JoHx  RoniE  \  Selectmen 

Nathan  Webster  /of  Chester 

[The -following  is  a  copy  of  the  Vote  above  refen-ed  to  :] 

At  a  meetin-'  of  the  {vnc  holder-,  and  inh.ahitantb  of  the  Town  of 
Chester,  the  29'-  dayof  Tslarch  1753.  last.  Capt.  Abel  Morss  bein^i;  moder- 
ator for  said  meeting; — amongst  other  tliinLrs. 

Voted,  That  the  after  mentioned  tract  of  land  may  be  in  corporated 
into  a  Parrish,  Beginning  at  Londonderry  Line  at  a  Stake  and  stones 
being  the  South  West  bound  of  Land  sold  to  Thoma.-,  Cochmn  bv  tiie 
Proprielors  of  said  Chester,  and  run  straight  to  a  pitch-pine  tree  bein"- 
the  sourh  west  bound  of  Nathaniel  Halls  Land  bv'Penicook  path,  then 
north  norlli-east  by  said  Hails  Land  as  far  a^  that  goes,  and  then 
straight  to  tb.e  south-east  corner  of  the  3c/''  Lot  in  the  second  part  of 
the  second  Divi.-ion  ;  then  Nortli  29  Degrees  east  to  the  North-east 
bound  of  the  43^  Lot  in  the  afo'/esaid  division,  ch.en  west  norwest  to 
Tower  Hill  pond,  and  ther.  streight  to  tiie  noi  th-east  corner  of  ]:)eri- 
field,  then  south  by  Derrifield  to  Londonderry  Line  ziid  sobvLondon- 
derry  Line  to  the  first  bound  mentioned. 

A  true  copy  taken  from  Chester  Town  Book  of  Record,  as  Attests 

Sam-  E.MP:Rsoy,  Town  Clerk. 


[The  following  names  appear  to 

Nath*  Linn 

Capt.  Anih  Sticknev 

Rob'  Calfe 

Joseph  Linn 

James  Wetherspun 

Alex  .Sawyer 

Thomas  Fowler  i  son 

Arch'  McDuiiee 

Dan^  ^Vetherspoon 

Hugh  McDurfee  2  sons 

James  Harne 

Nath'  Presbey  one  son 

Benj  Parce  ^S;  one  -Son 

W'-"  Erow.n 

Jer  Coner 

Sam/  Akin  one  son 

Peter  Akin 

David  Wether^poone 

Rob-  Craig 

Math  Te.mpeiton 

Rob-  Mekinly 

David  Dinesmoor  vi  3  sons 

William  Miller 


be  connected  with  tiie  foregoin'^'.  E 

Hugh  Crumble  one  son 

John  Patten 

Tho"  ^IcMaster  one 

David  J^Mckev 

W-  Gilicrcst 

W'"  McMaster 

Rob*  Patten 

Stephen  Mori 

Alex  Kinecom 

A^nd'""  McFarlin  one 

Closes  McFarlin 

W'"  Grimes  &  one  son 

John  Grimes 

James  Grimes 

Joseph  Calfe 

Moses  II ills 

W"'  Litch 

Jesse  Harriman 

John  Mactarlin 

Tho*  Sharlow  4  sons 

Dea  Adam  Willson  2  sons 

John  Crafford 

'Mo-.es  L'nd.erhiU 


:d.] 
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J.;:r.c.;  IliJoii  one  oon  John  Orr 

Barnard  Bricket  Rob'-  Wetherspone 

Alex  Beery  -S-im'  Dt-smoer 

Alex  Sevey  David  White 

Joseph  Dearborn  Joshua  Blunt 

Caleb  Hull  Sam'  Sucsedr? 

Cap.  Stephen  Dearbon  Mansfield  McDulTee 

iVIodey  Chase  Mical  Gordt;n 

Welle's  Chase  James  Akin 

Nath'  \Voods  W"'  McNeil  i 

W"  Underbill  W"  \'ance 

David  Ur.derhill  W-"  Miller 

W'-'  Craig  Mugh  l^  James  Miller 

Rob'  Cran  James  Litch 

John  Craig* 

Famelys  72 — Poles  22 


yiem  G  rand  urn. 

Agreed  upon  by  the  Subscribers  Chosen  as  a  Comitee  for  the  Presbe- 
train  Parish  in  Chester  part  Irom  y-  Lower  End  of  y"  town  and  part 
from  V  Long  Meadow  so  call'd  viz:  that  y'-  Long  Meadow  part  so 
call'd  IS  to  have  have  V-  one  half  of  y"  Preching  for  Nine  months  from 
y"  f-Liii  of  Maich  to  y'  uvsi  of  December  During  y"=  time  tliac  tlie  Rev' 
John  Wilson  i-.  able'to  Preach  and  y  Remaind'.-r  to  the  Lower  End  of 
y"  town,  and  tiiat  y"  Long  Meadow  party  is  i  )  V'-^'f  }"  Sum  of  twenty 
pounds  Lawiu!  money  yearly  During  the  Rev'  John  Wilsons  rninestry 
and  Colect  y''  part  of  y'-  money  them  selves  and  y"  Lower  End  of  y^ 
town  to  pay  twenty  five  pounds,  and  Colect  there  one  money  them 
selves. 

Chester  April  y°  20"^  I77-- 

N.  B. — Each  party  Bound  in  Bonds  to  proform  \^  above  agreement  or 
apply  to  the  GenerfCort  to  Establish  the  agreement  according  to  y" 
above  themsehes. 

.      Math''  FoRS..ir>i      1   Committee 
i"«:^^\V'^'^^^'^-^™^  tor  the 

Rob    ^\ILSo^-  Presbetrain 

Henry  Moore  p^^.j^j^ 

Joseph  Linn  J 


Anszver  to  the  Petition  for  a  Parish  being  set  off. 

Province  of  "| 
New  Hamps're  ,>- 
Rockingham  Ss  ) 

To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esqr.  Capt.  Gen'  Gov- 
ernor &  Comm'  in  chief  In  cS;  over  s'^  Province.  The  Hon''''" 
his  iMajestv's  Council,  k.  House  of  Reprcsentiitlves  in  Gen' 
Assembly  Conven'd  May  9'''  1772 

The  Answer  of  Andrew  Jack,  Henry  Morse,  &  Roi^crt  Wil- 
son Genticincn.    a   Compiit.t"e   in    beh.ilf  of  tiie   Freshyterian 
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Parish  in  Chester  in  said  County  to  the  Petition  ot*  John  Pat- 
ten &  others,  petitioners  for  a  Parish  to  be  set  otfin  said  Clies- 
ter  as  b}- their  Petition  dated  Dec'"  i  P'^  1771?  ^"^'iil  more  fully 
appear  Ilumbly  Sheweth,  Tliat  whereas  the  Parishioners  of 
said  Presbyterian  Parish  have  been  cited  to  Shew  cause  why 
the  prayer  of  said  Petition  should  not  be  gi'anted — ^Ve,  in  be- 
half of  -said  Parish  appear,  and  beg-  leave  to  suggest  to  your 
Excellency  ^  Honors  that  s '  Petitioners  Join'd  vvith  the  rest 
of  said  Parish  in  the  Choice  of  tlie  Rev'  John  ^Vilson  for  their 
Minister  and  voted  him  a  certain  Yearly  Salary  and  have  been, 
and  stiil  are  well  satisiied  with  his  life  and  Doctrines,  but  for 
other  Reasons  they  desire  to  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  Parish, 
altho'  they  are  convinced  it  is  their  duty  to  perform  their  con- 
tract with.  Said  Minister,  &  in  Consequence  thereof  did.  at  a 
legal  meeting  held  at  s'-"  Chcbter.  niutually  agree  with  the  rest 
of  said  Parishioners  in  the  lower  End  of  the  Parish  to  have 
one  half  the  Preaching  for  nine  months  yearly  from  the  first 
day  of  !March.  to  the  first  day  of  December  during  the  time 
that  the  said  ^Minister  was  able  to  preach,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  Preaching  should  be  to  the  People  of  the  lower  end  of  said 
Parish  and  that  the  said  Petitioners  pay  the  sum  of  Twenty 
pounds  lawful  money  yearly  during  the  ministr}'  ol  the  said 
Johii  \\  ilion,  and  collect  that  part  of  t!ie  monev  themselves, 
and  tlie  Parishioners  at  the  lou-er  End  of  said  Parish  Then 
agreed  with  said  Petitioners  to  pay  to  s''  Minister  Twenty  rive 
pounds  like  money  Yearly  diudng  said  Term,  and  to  collect 
the  same  themselves.  Now  we  in  behalf  of  the  lower  End  of 
said  Parish  have  no  objection  to  the  prayer  of  said  Petition 
being  granted  so  far  as  it  respects  their  being  set  off  as  a  dis- 
tinct parish,  provided  the}-  continue  to  fulfil  their  agreement 
before  mentioned  by  paying  to  s '  }v[inister  duly  the  said  sum 
by  them,  agreed  to  pay  him.  But  in.asmuch  as  tlie  lower  end 
of  the  Parish  are  utterly  incapable  of  maintaining  a  Minister 
thonsclz-es  they  pray  that  said  Petitioners  mav  not  be  freed 
from  paying  the  sum  aforesaid  agreeable  to  thoir  before  ment' 
contract 

"■j      Committee  in 
And^  Jack  (       behalf  of  the 

May  21  1772.  Henry   Moore  f      Presbyterean 

J  Parish  in  Chester 


The  Long  medow  Parrish  ought  to  be  Bounded  thus  :  Begin- 
ning at  Londonderry  Line  at  a  Stake  and  Stones  Being  the  South 
West  Bound  of  Lanfl  sold  to  Thomas  Cochran  by  the  Propri- 
etors of  Chester  and  Run  Streight  to  a  pich  pine  tree  being  the 
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vSoutli  west  bound  of  Nathaniel  Halls  Land  by  Penicook  path 
then  north  north,  east  by  said  Halls'  Land  as  far  as  that  goes 
and  then  streight  to  the  South  East  Corner  of  the  39''  Lot  in 
the  second  part  of  the  second  Diviseon,  then  north  -9  degrees 
East  to  the  North  east  bound  of  the  43''  lot  in  the  aflbresaid  Di- 
vision and  then  west  nor  west  bounding  on  Candia  Crossing 
Tower  Hill  pond,  to  a  vStake  and  stones  being  the  South  West 
Corner  of  Candia  then  nortii  29  Degrees  East  Bounding  on 
Candia  to  Nottingham  Line,  and  then  west  nor  west  upon  the 
Northerly  Line  of  the  Town  to  Merrimack  River,  then  South 
upon  the  \\'esterlv  Line  of  the  Town  to  Derrifield  So  Bound- 
ing on  Derrifield  to  Londonderry  Line  and  so  on  that  to  the 
first  bounds  mentioned  We  the  Subscribers  the  Present  Select 
men  for  the  t'Dwn  of  Chester  have  no  objection  to  make  as  a 
town  a  Gaust  a  parish  being  set  of  agreeable  to  the  aBove 
Bounds  or  so  as  to  Enclude  all  the  Land  Belongirig  to  Said 
town  Laying  above  what  was  voted  of  as  a  parish  So  that  the 
town  rnav  not  be  obliged  to  Cross  Said  parish  in  order  to  trans- 
act bisness  as  a  town  so  Remote  and  Ilconveniant 

Sam-  Robie     )  Selectmen 
Joseph  True  )"  of  Chester 
Chester  ^L^y  y-  20  1772 


Further  Petition. 

Chester  Jan.  7  1773 
To  John  Wintworth  Esqr.  Capt.  Generall  and  Govenor  in  and 
over  his  rvlaiesties  Pro\"ince  of  New  Hampshcre  ccc  To  the 
Honourable  his  Majesties  Counsell  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives now  Assembled 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Humbly  Sheweth  that 
whereas  we  the  Last  year  Petioned  your  Exelencv  and  Hon- 
ours to  be  Iiicorporated  Into  a  Parish  by  a  Line  Voted  bv  this 
Town  at  their  Anuel  fleeting  in  March  A.  D.  1753  or  by  any 
other  Line  or  Destrict  your  Exelency  &:  Honours  Shall  think 
Best  for  the  Better  Inabling  us  to  attend  and  Provide  for  the 
Publick  Worship  of  God  but  still  finding  Ourselves  Labouring 
Under  Create  Dificultys  in  that  Respect  by  Reason  of  th.e  Dis- 
tance ^ve  are  at  from  the  Lower  ^feting  House  where  our 
Rev'''  Teaclier  ^Ir.  Wilson  Officiates  his  age  and  Infermity  of 
Body  being  such  that  for  thiree  months  in  the  year  we  are 
wholey  without  a  Teacher  the  other  part  of  time  having  but 
about  half  the  Teaching  which  occasions  us  to  Repeate  this 
our  Plumblj  Petition  Praving  that  vour  Exelency  and  Hon^iurs 
wouM  be  Pleased  to  here  us  and  Rele\'e  us  out  of  our    said 
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DificLieltys  and  your  Petitioners  -will  as  in  Deuty  Bound  Ever 
pray 

Anthonj  Stickney  Sam>  Aken 

Timothy  Lunt  W'"  Erown 

Edmund  Stickney  Nathaniel  Presby 

Peter  Akin  James  Home 
David  Wetherspoon  his  y^  mark 

Joseph  Linn 

Nathaniel  Linn  ■  James  V\'etherspoon 

Hu5-h  McDuffee  'Snm'  Aken   [nnr. 

Joeph  Blanchard  Mansiield  AIcAiree 

Mcses  Underhill  Robert  Gilcrest 

Caleb  Hall  William  Litch 

James  Hidder  Joscp-li  Calfe 

John  Patten  Hugh  Miller 

Robert  Patten  Daniel  Wetherspoon 

Robert  Calte  Archibald  Mackafee 

Bonj.  Peirce^  ^roses  McFarland 

Province  of  ■)  T     ^,      ,,  ^,  „  .^.  ^ 

New  H  linns   ' -^^  "'''^  House  ot  Representitives  Jan>  23  1773 

Voted  that  the  Petition''^-  Ser\e  the  Select  men  of  Che--ter\vith  a  Copy 
of  the  Petition  &;  order  of  Court  thereon  &  that  thev  mav  be  heard 
thereon  the  third  day  of  the  setting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  after  thelirst 
day  of  April 

Vv'illiam  Parker  CJler  Ass™ 
In  Council  eodem  die 

Read  cv  concord 

Geo  King  D.  Sec 
In  the  house  of  Representatives  Mav  13  1773. 

the  Petitioners  were  heard  to  Entbrce  this  Petition  and  a  part  of  the 
Inhabitants  heard  in  Answer  and  considering  the  circumstances  of  the 
People 

Voted  that  the  Petition  be  Dismiss'd 

William  Parker  Cler 

Chester  March  v*-'  23  1773 
This  day  ser\'d  with  y*"  within  Petition  greeable  to  order  of  Cort 

Sam'  Robie   )  Selectmen 
Joseph  True  j"  of  Chester 


Province  of      ")   .   yr       ui    r>  x-  •       i.    ^l     /-  r  <-  1  ^ 

■V'^,,-  TTnn.rr  h^r..  I *^  Hum.ble  Pctition  to  the  Great  &  General  Court    . 
AT         ,  — -.  Huniblv  Shevjeth 

II  Mar.  1773     J 

That  whereas,  a  petition  has  formerly  been  presented  unto  the 
great  and  General  Court  of  this  province  by  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Chester  commonly  called  the  Lono- 
meadow,  and  tluit  the  said  petition  sctteth  forth  the  great  in- 
conveniency  the  in!;:'.lntant.s  labour  under  by  being  at  such  a 
distance,  from  the  two  several  meeting  Houses  belonging  to 
the  said  town  of  Chester,  and  that  they  the  said  inhabitants 
are  thereby  otten  prevented  from  hearing  the  \voi-d  of  God 
preacb.ed  lV'  tiiereloio  they  have  presumed  to  Pray  the  Greats 
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General  Court  to  Incorporate  them  into  a  separate  parish  by 
themselves.  At  a  iatc  public  meeting-  of  said  inhabitants  of 
said  part  of  the  town  of  Chester,  they  coiivened  and  almost 
voted  unanimously  a  positive  resolve,  that  the  former  said  peti- 
tion should  be  dormant :  for  they  the  inhabitants  maturely  con- 
sidered the  great  hardships  thev  already  laboured  under  (tho' 
consitlered  as  part  joined  with  the  \vhoIe  Town)  and  that  if 
such  a  plan  was  put  in  execution,  they  would  be  rendered  un- 
capablc  of  answering-  the  intention  of  said  former  petition,  and 
at  the  same  time  lay  themselves  under  inanvmore  difKculties  not 
only  of  being  deprived  of  hearing  the  word  of  God  preached 
aniongst  them  (which  is  at  present  taithfully  done  twice  every 
Month  by  the  Rev-  ]Mr.  Wilson)  Init  the  small  probability  of 
being  unanimous  in  their  choice  v.hich  at  present  they  are  hap- 
pily united  And  further  as  the  said  former  Petition  was  clan- 
destingly  propagated  amongst  the  inhabitants  by  designing 
inen  %vhose  aim  was  only  self  interest,  consequently  enemies 
to  the  body  politic,  ^\■hen  they  consider  themselves  if  seperaced 
from  the  rest  of  the  Town  of  the  aforesaid  Chester  not  to  ex- 
ceed above  Hftv  or  sixty  fanielys,  and  those  (most  of  them  at 
least)  in  circumstances  verv  uncapable  of  bearing  such  taxes 
as  they  must  necessarv  undergo  under  such  a  scheme. 

Therefor,  the  Several  Inhabitants,  deliberating  upon  the 
many  circmri^tances  there  ancnt  Hereby  Ilumbh'  sublicates 
that  the  Great  and  General  Court,  will  be  pleased  to  viev.'  the 
former  pi-esented  Petition  as  propagated  by  a  few  persons  dis- 
senting from  the  comniunitv  purely  to  gratify-  their  own  hu- 
mour and  that  the  above  said  Great  and  General  Court,  will 
deliver  us  from  being  imposed  upon  by  such  who  are  enemies 
to  our  happy  cor.stitutiou  and  Your  Petitioners  as  in  duty 
boimd  shall  ever  prav 
Chester  }\Lir.  ii,  1773 
James  Sharley  Samuel  Blunt 

John  McFarland  William  Craig 

James  Lit>:!i  John  Crai;; 

Mansfield  McAffee  Thomas  Sharlej 

John  Craford  Jerimia  Coner 

Moses  Underhill  David  Din^moor 

.     John  Orr  Arriuir  Dinsmore 

William  Vance  Robert  Dinsmore 

Mathew  Templeton  Thomas  McMaster 

Robert  Craiije  Thomas  McMaster  Jr. 

Robert  McKinley  William  McMaster 

Stephen  Merrill  David  Dickey 

Stephen  Derhen  Aron  Rollings 

Mood:-  Chase  William  Gilcrest 

Nathanael  Wood  William  Miller 

Joseph  Dearben  James  Miller 

Moses  Hills  •  Michael  Gordon 

David  i:n-lerhill  Andrew  >racFar!and 

Darid  Cuniiingham  Jamos  McFarland 
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Chester  April  _\-*  24'''  1773 
To  the  Wardens  of  the  presbeterian  parish  in  Chester,  Gentlemen 
the  Request  of  vour  humble  Subscribers  is  that  you  Would  be  pleu.sed 
as  soon  as  posible  to  call  a  parish  meetinc^  that  the  Disputes  Concern- 
ing the  Sitting  off  of  the  long  meadow  I'.Iay  be  laid  before  the  parish  in 
General  for  to  see  If  the  Lower  part  of  the  parish  will  assist  anything 
in  Keeping  the  parish  Conected  as  It  now  is  pray  Gentlemen  Dont 
Neglect  and  in  so  Doing  you  Will  oblidge  your  humble  Servants 

David  Dickev  William  Miller 

Thomas  SheVly  Hu;xh  Miller 

Mathew  Templeton  William  Gilcrest 

Robert  McKinley  Thomas  McMaster 

David  Dinsmore  Wiliam  McMaster 


To  I^Iis  ExeLincv  lohn  Wintworth  Esqv.  Capt.  ^enerall  and 
governor  and  Comander  in  Cheaff  of  His  Majesties  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  &c 

Tiiee  Humb:ill"Pertion  of  Daniel  Foster  of  Chester,  in  Xe\v 
Hampshior  Shewetii  that  your  Humball  Pertioner  DcithPray 
That  your  Exelancv  would  Be  Pleased  to  Grant  me  your  Hum- 
ball  Pertioner  The  Privoledge  of  a  Ferry  over  ^lerriinack 
River  aGainst  mv  Dwelling  Ilowes  in  Chester  and  against  the 
upper  end  ot'  Godstown  there  Being  No  Ferry  Below  Their 
while  we  cum  to  Aaiasquage  Falls  which  is  Six  ^Nliiicj  Below 
and  their  is  no  Ferry  Alcove  their  for  above  four  ]Mills  which 
is  against  Pembrock  Town  and  This  Place  is  Citewate  where 
it  will  greath"  acomidate  the  People  That  Travill  to  or  frorrx 
gofstown  Dunbarton  Bowtown  and  HopKingtown  and  many 
other  Towns  above  Their 

I  should  be  glad  to  serve  the  Publick  in  this  Thing  as  your 
Humball  Pevtioner  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 

Daniel  Foster 


CHESTERFIELD. 


[Chesterfield  was  grunted  Februarv  11,  n.'j-J;  the  first  settlement  vras  made  Nov. 
15,  ITGl.    Ed.] 

To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esqr.  Cap'  Gen'  and 
Govern'  in  chief  Sec  and  to  the  Hon^^-  His  Majesty  Coun- 
cil of  said  Province 

By  this  ^femorial — 

Humbly  shews  Joseph  Warren  of  Boston  in  the  Province  of 

the  Massaciv.isetts  Ba\  Phvsician   Administrator  ol  Xatlianiel 
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Wheelwright  late  of  said  Boston  merchant  dec''  and  which  said 
Xathai-ior  was  sole  Executor  of  the  Testament  of  the  Hon 
John  Wiieclvvright  late  of  Boston  aforesaid  Esq'  dec' 

Your  Memorialist  humbly  begs  leave  to  make  mention  to 
your  Excellency  and  Hon"  that  very  lately  he  by  the  greatest 
accident  was  inform.ed  that  one  Mr.  Willard  had  petitioned 
vour  Exceilencv  &.  Hon'  to  Grant  him  a  certain  large  Qiian- 
tity  of  Land  heretofore  Granted  to  John  Wheelwright  and 
others,  and  for  reasons  in  said  petition  mentioned  v/hich  3'Our 
Mem"  conceives  of  to  be  more  specious  than  real,  y"  ^Memori- 
alist  after  mentioning  a  fact  or  two,  will  without  saying  a  v/ord 
more  submit  it  to  your  Excellency's  &  Hon'  Just  determina- 
tion. In  the  first  place  it  is  since  this  ^Ir.  Willard's  prefering 
his  Petitions  that  your  Memorialist  knew  that  his  Intestate  or 
his  Testator  ever  had  any  Land,  in  your  Excellencys  Govern- 
ment (h'ing  if  your  memorialist  is  rightly  informed  at  place 
call'd  Chesterfield  or  else  \^■i•lere)  be  that  as  it  may,  your  Ex- 
cellency <S:  Iloir'  v,-ill  viev.'  him  as  the  administrator  of  an  Ex- 
ecutor."' .Vnd  how  the  afiairs  of  M'  !\athaniel  Wheelwright:  the 
Intestate  uere  circumstanced  at  his  puting  oti"  and  death,  is 
not  a  thing  unknown  to  afmost  every  body  in  the  fivey  prov- 
inces— and  that  t'nere  are  many  he:i.v3-  demands  niade  upon 
your  '}.Iem '  as  administrator  of  the  said  Xach.aiiiel  Wheel- 
wright to  tlie  amount  of  a  Great  Many  Thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling is  too  obvious  to  be  disputed  even  by  Mr.  Willard  himself — 
And  your  ^Slem'^  begs  leave  to  assure  y' Excellency  &  Hon- 
ours, that  he  will  make  a  point  of  it.  and  niost  punctually 
comply  with  the  Conditions  of  the  Grant  of  said  Lands  ortlie 
charter  as  it  is  otherwise  called  with  all  convenient  speed  (or 
as  your  Excellency  l'c  Honours  shall  direct)  in.  order  to  make 
payment  of  the  va^t  sums  (as  far  as  these  I^ands  will  %0)  to 
the  multicude  of  the  said  Xath.aniels  creditors  in  proportion,  for 
which  reasons,  if  the  said  ^Nlr.  Willard  has  not  the  native  m.od- 
est}'  to  pra}-  that  his  most  extraordinary  misconceived 
pt"  may  be  by  him  withdrawn,  vour  ^lem '  has  the  ^Modest 
assurance  to  hope  that  your  Excellency  ec  Hon-'  v.dll  dismiss 
the  same  as  groundless  &  unreasonable 

Your  Mem'  is  also  attorney  to  Mr.  Joseph  Wheehvright  one 
of  the  sons  &  heirs  of  the  afores''  Jn"  Wheelwright  dec'd  and 
which  s'  Joseph  has  amply  paid  a  person  in  New  Hampshire 
Governm'  to  do  the  needful  and  to  which  \-our  Mem"  will  have 
a  peculiar  regard  &  care  <S:c  which  said  Joseph  Wheelwright  is 
now  in  London 

All  which  is  submitted  by  Samuel  Swift  attorney  to  s'' 
Jo^  Warren  Adm' 

Boston  July  3'^  ^77i- 
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Col.    JosiaJi    Willarcfs  Petition  for  sundry  rights  in  Chcs- 

terjield. 
Province  of     1 
New  Hampshire  j 

To^his  Excellency  John  AVentworth  Esq-  Captain  General 
Governor  and  Commander  in  chief  in  k.  over  his  Maiestv's 
Province  aforesaid  and  vice  Admiral  of  the  same  In  Council 

The  petition  of  Josiah  AVillard  of  Winchester  Esq-  Humbly 
shews 

That  there  arc  sundrv  Grantees  (viz)  John  Wheelwright, 
Joseph  Wheelwright.'  Jeremiah  Wheelwright,  Nathaniel 
Wheclwri^ght.  Thomas  Paine  John  Annes  &  Oliver  Butler  of 
a  Tract  of  Land,  charter'd  and"  granted  by  the  Goverr.or  of  the 
province  aforesaid  with  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council  and  In- 
corporated into  a  Township  by  the  name  of  Chesterfield  and 
which  said  Tract  was  by  Ch.arter  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  in 
severalty  and  divided  to  and  amongst  the  Grantees  in  equal 
shares  and  upon  their  separate  performance  of  sundrv  condi- 
tions and  reservations  particularly  mentioned  and  stipulated  in 
the  said  Grant,  and  tho'  the  Tim'e  prefixed  in  the  said  Grant 
for  the  performance  of  the  said  Conditions  has  been  elapsed, 
ybt  so  it  is  that  at  this  Time  neither  the  residence  of  the 
Grantees  above  mentioned  nor  the  cultivation  oi  tiye  Lands, 
have  been  as  yet  performed  but  only  such  part  as  hath  been 
doneat  the  expence  of  your  petition''  Wherefore  hehumblv 
Prays  tha^t  the  forfeiture'of  the  said  Lands  may  be  exacted  and 
the  said  Shares  regranted  to  liim  or  that  he  may  be  reimbursed 
the  charge  he  hatli  been  at  in  paying  the  rates  and  Taxes  & 
clearing  some  parts  of  the  said  La'nd.  And  your  Petitioners 
as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray  cS:c 


Portsm''  iG^'-'  March  1771 


Josiah  Willard. 


CHE 3 WICK— now  LITTLETON. 

[This  town  was  first  granted  by  the  name  of  Cha-.i-ick,  Nov.  17,  1766; 
regranted  by  tlie  name  oi  Aptkorp,]7iT..  18,1770;  the  territorv'was 
divided,  Nov.  4,  1784,  into  the  to\vn>  of  Littleton  and  Dalton.     Ed.] 

Fetitioyi  of  jloscs  Little  and  Associates. 
Province  of     ) 
New  P[an;n-b,ire  f 

To  his  Excellency  John  \\'entworth  Esq""  Captain  General, 


TOV.'X  PxVPERS CHICHESTER.  133 

Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  aforesaid 
&  to  the  Honorable  his  Majestys  Council  for  said  Province 
The  ^Memorial  of  Moses  Little  of  Newbury  in  the  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bav  and  his  Associates  humbly  Sheweth 
that  your  ^lemorrialists  having  for  a  valuable  consideration  pur- 
chased a  Certain  Tract  of  Land  by  the  Name  of  Chcswick  be- 
ing in  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  formally  Granted 
to  a  Number  of  Persons  by  the  Honorable  Benning  Went- 
worth  Esq-  late  Governor  of  said  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire bv  Charter  under  the  Great  Seal  of  said  Province,  which 
Charter  has  very  lately  Expired,  And  that  Your  Memorialists 
have  alreadv  'at  a  very  Great  Expence  begun  a  Settlement  on 
said  Tract  of  Land,  which  they  were  Determined  to  Prose- 
cute, but  apprehending  it  necessary  for  their  future  security, 
that  said  Cliarter  be  extended  which  your  Memorialists  are 
willing  to  Surrender  would  most  humbly  pray  that  said  Char- 
ter may  be  extended  and  that  the  Bounds  of  said  Cheswick, 
which  in  said  Charter  are  not  fully  Ascertained,  may  be  now 
made  Cert;un.  and  may  be  the  Same  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
Plan  of  Survev  herewith  Exhibited  which  include  a  much  less 
Qi'.antity  of  Land,  than  was  by  your  ]^Jemorialists.  aty'  Time 
of  their  said  Purchase,  Suppos'd  to  be  Contained  witirin  said 
Townsh.ip  of  Cheswick,  your  ^Memorialists  therefore  Relying 
on  the  wonted  Goodness  of  your  Excellency  and  Honors  most 
humblv  prav  that  s'd  Charter  maybe  Extended  the  usualTime 
and  that  the  Bounds  as  pray'd  for  may  be  Established,  and  as 
in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

Moses  Little. 
Portsmouth  Jany  15'^  1770 


CHICHESTER. 


[Thia  torvn  w.i3  incorporated  20  31ay  1727.  A  Copy  of  the  Charter  is  tlie  Grst  paper 
under  tlud  heid.    Ed.] 

CHARTER. 

Georg  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britaine  France  and  Ireland  Kinge 

Defender  of  the  faith  Sic. 

To  all  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  Come  Greettlng  Know 
y^^  that  Wee  of  our  Speciall  Knowledi,'a  and  nieer  motion,  for  the  Due  En- 
couratjementcfSettlinga  new  Plantation  By  and  with  the  advice  and  Con- 
sentof  our  Councill  have  given  and  granted  and  by  the^-e  Presents  a^  far  as 
in  us  lies  do  give  and  Grant  in  Equall  Shares  unto  Sundry  of  our  be- 
loved Subiecta  whose  names  are  Enter'd  in  a  Schedule  hereunto  annexed 
that  Inhabitor  shall  Inhahif-^vithin  the  said  grant  within  our  Provence  of 
Nev.-hamp'hire  all  that  Tract  of  land  within  the  following  bounds  vl^: 
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to  begin  on  the  South  West  side  of  the  Town  of  Barn=;tcad  and  from 
thence  Runniny-  South  Westerly  on  the  head  of  the  To-.vn  Notting- 
ham until:  Eiy'h.t  miles  be  accomplished  and  then  Northwest  Eight 
miles  then  North  East  Eight  miles.  Then  South  East  by  the  said  Town 
of  Barnstead  to  the  Place  where  it  first  begun  and  that  the  same  be  s. 
Town  Corporate  by  the  name  of  Chichester  to  the  Persons  aft'ore  said 
for  Ever  To  Have  and  To  hold  the  s'  land  to  the  s'  Grantees  and  their 
heirs  and  ass'<:rns  for  E'.-er  and  to  such  associates  as  tliay  sl-,a!l  admitt 
upon  the  following  Conditions  (i)  That  the  Proprietors  within  three 
years  Buld  or  cause  to  be  built  Sixty  Dwelling  houses  and  settle  famil- 
lies  in  the  same  and  Cleane  three  acres  of  Ground  fitt  for  Planting  or 
Mo\ving  and  that  Each  Proprietor  Pay  his  Proportion  of  the  Town 
Charges  when  and  so  oiTten  as  occasion  Shall  Require  the  same  (2) 
that  a  Meetting  house  be  Built  for  y=  Publick  Worship  oi'  God  within 
the  Tearm  ot  fore  years 

3d  ti^at  upon  Default  of  any  Particular  Proprietor  in  Complying  with 
the  Conditions  of  this  Charter  upon  his  Part  Such  Delinquent  Propri- 
etor shall  forfeit  his  share  of  tlie  s*  land  to  the  other  Proprietors  which 
shall  be  Disposed  of  according  to  the  major  \'ote  of  the  s^  Proprietors 
att  a  Eegall  >reetting 

4.  Tiiat  a  Proprietors  Share  be  Reserved  for  a  Parsonage  and  another 
for  the  first  Minister  of  the  Gospell  that  Shall  be  their  Settled  and  or- 
dained and  another  Proprietors  share  for  the  Benefitt  of  a  Schoole  in 
the  s'  Town  Provided  nevertheless  that  the  Peace  with  tlie  Indians 
continue  for  the  Space  of  three  years  but  if  itt  Should  happen  that  a 
Warr  with  the  Indians  should  Comm.ence  before  the  Expiration  oi  ilic 
aft'ores-  Tearni  of  three  years  that  then  die  s'  Term  of  three  years  shall 
be  allowed  the  Proprietors  aft'ter  th.e  Expiratioii  of  the  v.iirr  f*"/ the  Per- 
formance of  tiie  arorc''  Conditions  Rendering  and  Paying  tiierefore  to 
us  our  lieir.s  and  Successors  or  such  otHeer  or  officers  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  Receve  thesame  the  Annua!!  QrutRentt  or  acknowleigement 
of  one  Pound  of  Hemp  in  tlie  s'  Town  on  the  Last  Wednesday  in  m.arch 
yearly  for  E-ver  if  Demanded  Reserving  also  unto  us  our  heirs 
and  successors  all  Mast  Trees  growing  on  s'  Tract  of  land  according  to 
acts  of  Parlyment  in  that  Case  made  and  Provided  and  for  the  better 
order  RuH  and  government  of  the  s''  Town  Wee  do  by  tlie^e  Presents 
for  our  selves  cur  heirs  and  successors  Grant  unto  the  s''  Men  and  In- 
habitants or  tho-e  that  shall  Inhabit  sd.  Town  that  yearly  and  Every 
yeare  upon  t;:e  Second  Wednesday  in  March  for  Ever  shall  meett  to 
Elect  and  Chu.-e  by  the  major  Part  of  tlae  Proprietors  then  Present  Con- 
stables Select  men  and  other  Town  otTicers  according  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  our  a^i'ors'd  Provence  with  Power  Preveleidges  and  au- 
thority a^  other  Town  officers  within  our  atibresaid  Provence  have  and 
Injoy  and  for  the  Norifiing  and  calling  of  tlie  first  Town  meetting  wee 
do  Iiereby  appoint  Petter  Weare  Esqr.  John  Sanborn  and  Jacob  Freese 
to  be  the  first  Select  men  and  thay  to  Continue  in  s''  Respective  ofiice 
as  Select  men  until!  the  second  Wednesday  in  the  montli  of  march 
which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  Eiglit  and  untill  otlier  Selectmen  shall  be  Chosen  and  appointed 
in  their  stead  in  such  manner  as  in  these  Presents  Expre>^-ed.  In  Tes- 
tim.ony  wliereof  we  have  cased  the  Seale  of  our  said  Provence  to  be 
hereunto  afixed  Witnes-;  John  Wentworth  Esq''  our  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor and  Conmiander  in  C'liefe  in  and  over  our  said  Provence  att  our 
Town  of  Portsmouth  in  said  Provence  of  Ne^.v  hampi-iiire  the  Twenty- 
eth  Day  of  Mav  in  the  thirteenth  yeare  of  our  Reigne  Anno  Domine 
1727. 

JOIIN"  \\  EXTWORTH. 
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By  orcI.T  of  h'-  Hon''  L'  Gov  v.-ith  advic-:  of  v-  Counsell 

Richard  WaldVon 

Ciark  of  the  Coi;.;?.ell 
A  True  Coppv  of  Chichester  Chartter  Examined  hv  me 

Vvill"'  Staniford  Clark  of  Chichester 


Chichcstej-  Pciition. 
To    His    Excellencv    Jonathan    Belcher   Esq'-"  Commander  ha 
chief  in  and  over  his  ^Majesties  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire 
and  to  y-  Honourable  the  Councell  of  the  s-  Province 
The  Peticion  of  the  Proprietors  of  tlie  township  of  Chdches- 
ter  in  the  Province  afores'  Humbly  Sheweth 

Tliat  your  Peticioners  In  y"  year  17-7  had  a  track  of  Land 
Granted  to  them  ;  Now  called  by  y'  name  o'i  Chichester  ;  in 
order  to  erect  a  township  a.nd  make  a  settlement  thereon,  upon 
such  Cor.ditions  and  Limlt:itions  as  are  mensioned  in  ye  Char- 
ter of  said  township  ;  But  your  Peticioners  meeting  v.dth  more 
truble  i\;  Dificulty  in  Runingy"-'  Bounds  and  Clearing  A  Road 
up  to  the  said  town  than  \\-as  Expected  have  Not  as  \-et  Been 
able  ful!v  to  Complv  with  the  Cond'tions  afores-.  Your  Pe- 
ticioners th.erefure  Humbly  Prav  that  your  Excellencv  and  the 
Houou.rablc  Board  \A'ould  Be  pleased  to  Grant  them  a  further 
term  of  time  in  order  to  iheir  being  Enabled  fully  to  Complcat 
y^  settlement  of  said  township  and  your  Peticioners  shall  ever 
pray  &c 

May  y'-  6'^^  173X. 

In  Coun  May  6'^  1731  Read 

Voted  that  the  Petitioners  have 
one  year  more  added  to  the  term  al- 
lo-vv'd  for  pcrforniance  of  the  Con- 


ditions of  the  Charter 

R.  Waldron  Secv 
I  assent  to  y*  above  voce  of  Coun- 
cil 

J.  Belcher 
May  r-'-'  1731 


Nath'  Weare 
Benj"  Gambling' 
John  Gih-nan 
Joshua  "Winget 
tJarth'  Thiriij 
Richard  Jenness 
Theodore  Atkinson 
Jo!-:n  Samburn 
Ebenezer  Stevens 
TIiC  Feirce 
for  J"'  selves  ^  In  behalf  of  the  rest 


Petition  of  the  Tozvn  of  Chichester,  2S  Peb.^  '^loo-J'^^  ^°'''-' 
prmation  of  charter. 

To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq'  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  Xew 
Hampshire  in  X'ew  England  and  Vice-admiral  of  the  same 
And  to  the  Honourable  His  ^Majesty's  Council  of  said  I'rov- 
ince  of  X'ev.'  Hampshir 
The  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Chiches- 
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fer  in  tlv.-  Province  of  Nev.-  ILinipshire   afores''  Most  ilumbly 
Sheweth 

Tliat  in  the  year  of  our  Lonl  1727  tiiere  was  -rantcJ  a  Char- 
ter ot  a  Certain  Tract  of  hmj  in  Xew  Hampshire  afores'd  bv 
the  name  of  Chichester  unto  a  Xnmber  of  Persons  whose 
Names  are  in  the  Schedule  unto  said  Charter  annexed  and  that 
the  Proprietors  of  s'  Township  not  having  complyed  with  the 
Conditions  mentioned  in. said  Charter  sometime  since  Peti- 
tioned to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  the  Council  for 
a  Ioni,^er  time  than  mentioned  in  said  Charter,  to  perform  what 
was  therein  required  of  them  to  do,  which  your  Excellency 
and  the  Honourable  Council  were  pleased  to' Grant,  and  that 
by  reason  of  the  distance  of  said  Township,  and  the  Difhcul- 
tvs  that  attend  Setding  and  Cultivating^  Wilderness  land  vour 
Petitioners  have  not  as  yet  in  all  thin-s  compived  v.-ith  the 
Conditions  of  said  Cliarter  tho'  thev  have  done'  considerable 
towards  it  and  been  at  a  great  Charge  for  what  thev  have  done 
and  are  daily  endeavoring  to  complvXvith  the  whole  and  that  the 
Meeting  house  in  said  Town  of  Chicliester  together  with  sun- 
dry dvv-elling  houses  were  the  Summer  past  accidentailv  con- 
sumed bv  fire  "' 

Now  ycur  Petitioners  most  luiniljlv  beg  that  vour  Excellency 
and  the  Honourable  His  Majestys  Co'uncil  for  the  reasons  above 
mentioned  would  in  your  great  Wisdom  and  Goodness  be 
pleased  to  confirm  the  afbres' Charter  unto  vour  Petitioners  and 
also  to  grant  him  further  time  for  the  fullfillingthe  Conditions 
thereof  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Dutv  bound'^shall  ever  Prav 
&c 

jABEz  Smith]      ^T?^';^''^^' 
Th"  Pierce     \   /"behalc  or 
J  the  1  ropnetors 


Petilionfor  liberty  to  assess  taxes. 
To  His  Excellency  Penning  Wentv/orth  Estp  Governor  and 
Commander  in  chief  in  &  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  the  Hon'-'  his  Majesty's  Counsel  X:  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  Convened  the  zf^ 
Day  of  ]March  Anno  Dom.  1760 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Thomas  Westbrook  Waldron  and 
Francis  Jenness  as  a  Committee  of  the  Proprietors  of  Chiches- 
ter in  said  Province  Shews 

That  for  vv-ant  of  a  Proper  General  Law  for  Enabling  Pro- 
prietors of  unsettled  Townships  to  transact  their  afiairs  Relat- 
ing to  making  said  Settlem'^  (the  said  Proprietors  not  havino- 
obtained  a  Particular  Act  in  their  fi:,  our)  the  Business  of  said 
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Settlement  'v:-  very  backv.-ard  many  of  said  Proprietors  not  hav- 
ing Drawn  tlieir  Lots  others  in  arrears  for  past  Taxes  and  Some 
Resting  on  their  Oars  leave  the  burtiien  of  scttliiig  said  Tov/n- 
ship  to  those  who  are  Voluntary  in  doing  the  dLit\-  Knowing 
that  their  Estates  there  will  be  Raised  in  Value  by  the  Settle- 
ment tho'  they  Contribute  nothing  towards  it. 

That  such  a  Situation  of  atiairs  is  not  only  a  Prejudice  to 
Particular  Proprieties  &  Townships  but  to  the  Province  in 
General  by  Retarding  many  Settlements  which  long  since 
would  have  been  made  and  much  more  Land  Cultivated  than 
there  is  at  Present  in  this  Province  had  there  been  a  General 
Law  by  which  such  backward  Selfish  Proprietors  who  would 
Gladly  Raise  Estates  at  other  Peoples  Expenco  mi'jlit  have 
been  Compelled  to  have  done;  their  duty  tov/ards  making  the 
Scttlem'-^  in  a  Summary  way  as  tiie  atlldrs  of  Towns  are  Trans- 
acted Especially  Respecting  the  Payment  of  Taxes 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  that  thev  mav  have 
Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  Enforcing  the  Payment  of  Taxes  in 
arrearage  duly  assessed  as  also  such  as  shall  hereafter  be  so  m.ade 
obliging  also  such  as  neglect  to  Draw  their  Lots  to  do  it  &  in 
Default  of  that  or  neglecting  any  other  matters  which  sliail  be 
Granted  lC  agreed  upon  at  any  Legal  Meeting  of  said  Propri- 
etors the  Lands  or  part  surticlent  for  this  Purp'jsc  of  such  De- 
linquent Propi'ietors  be  stibjected  U)  sale  an.d  al.-.o  that  there  be 
a  Tax  of  three  —  Pounds  on  Eacii  Right  for  three  \  eacrs  if 
needed  to  carrv  on  and  make  the  said  Settlement  v/ithout  any 
further  Delay  but  what  is  unavoidable  by  the  War  and  vour 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray  &c 

Tho"  W'-  Waldrox 
Fra.nxis  Jexxes, 
In  Council  Mnrch  27 — 1763 

read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  dovvn 

to  the  Hon''''^  As.-embly 

Theod.  Atkinson  Secv 


KOTE  BY  THE  EDITOR. 

On  the  last  page  of  MS.  Vol.  I.  "Town  Papers"  is  a  Paper,  labeled 
"Draught  of  a  charter  for  Coulerain,  Dec.  1726."  The  bounds  given 
by  the  Charter,  areas  follows  :  ''Begin — at  Rochester  northerly  Corner 
bounds,  at  or  near  Salmon-tall  rher,  running  along  Rocha^t^.T  iiead 
line,  keeping  the  course  of  tb.at  line  till  twelve,  miles  be  accomplished, 
and  from  each  e:id  of  the  said  twelve  mile  line  to  run  north  west  Haifa, 
point  northerly  ten  m.iles,  and  then  to  run  a  straight  line  from  tlie  -^nd  of 
one  ten  m.ile  line  to  the  end  of  the  other,  ^v•hich  will  be  parallel  to  Roch- 
ester head  line,  nr^rt  mentioned,  and  th.it  the  same  be  corporate  br  v* 
nanie  of  Coulerai.n." 

The  editor  is  not  aware  that  any  such  town  ever  existed  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. 


VOLUME  II. 

CON'CORD  TO  EXETEK. 


CONCORD. 

[This  town  was  firat  visited  by  the  English  in  163S  or  39'  It  was 
granted  bv  Mas:5achu.setts,  17  January,  17-5-6,  and  was  settled  In  1727. 
It  was  then  called  Peny  Cook.  It  was  incorporated  by  the  Provinceof 
Massachusetts  in  1733,  by  the  name  of  Rumtbrd,  and  remained  under 
that  government  until  I7'4i.  It  received  the  name  of  Concord  by  the 
Charter  wiiich  was  gr:inted  du.-ing  the  administration  of  Benning 
Wentwortii,  7  Jun^,  1765.'    Ed.] 


PetltiGH  from  E/bcuczcr  East,)iaii  for   -protection  from  the 

India/is. 
To  His  Excellency  Benaing  Wciitwortli  Esq.  Governor  and 
Comniander  in  Chief  anil  Captain  Crcneral  in  and  over  his 
}vlajci:y.s  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  The  Ilonora.ble  his 
Majesty's  Council  for  said  Province  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenta'tives  met  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March  i  746  upon  a 
special  Convention 

The  Petition  of  Ebenezer  Eastman  of  Penny  Cook  so  called 
in  s'-'  Province  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  In  habitants 
there  2\Io5t  humbly  Shews — 

That  thev  are  in  great  danger  of  and  much  exposed  unto  the 
Indian  Ei'emy  and  are  in  daily  fear  Uvit  they  shall  be  attacked 
by  them  and  such  a  number  as  will  be  too  many  for  them  unless 
they  have  some  help — 

That  tl:e  Inhabitants  there,  are  about  to  quit  the  Place  unless 
they  can  l;e  protected  That  on  Saturday  night  last  being  y*^ 
Eighth  da}-  of  March  Inst,  there  was  a  discovery  of  an  Indian 
near  Canterbury  Fort,  which  has  caused  much  fear  and  an  ap- 
prehension that  there  is  a  Body  of  the  Enemy  waiting  an  op- 
portunity to  do  mischief 

Wherefore A'our  Petitioner  most  humbly  Prays  your  Excel- 
lency and  Honours  to  consider  of  this  Petition  and  to  Grant 
such  Relic:  as  in  your  great  wisdom  you  shall  judge  meet  and 
proper  and  yoi:r  Petitioner  as   in  duty  bound   Shall  evtr  pray 

Ebexezeu  E.vstman. 
March  12'''  1746 
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Province  N.  Ilamp.     March  12-  1746. 

In  Louncil  at  a  bpeoial  Session  of  Gen'  Assembly 

read  -S:  ordered  to  be  sent  do^vn  to  the  Con\-ened  members 

Theodore  Atkinson 


Copy  oj    Rumford   Petition,    yune    2r,    1744,  for    de fence 

against  the  I/idians. 
To  his  Ex'-^  B.  W.  Esqr.  Capt.  Gen'  and  Gov'  in  chief,  in  and 
over  His  Maf'-"^  Province  of  N.  H.  in  N.  Entrl,  The  Hon; 
the  conn  and  House  of  Represen''"  in  Gen  CoLat  Convened 
Tiic  memorial  &  Petition  of  y-  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Rumford  in  s-  Prov.  Hunildy  S/ie-.v.ct/>  That  y  s'  Town- has 
been  settled  by  His  Majesty's  Sub/jects  abt.  i/yrs.  and  a  Gospel 
Minister  ordained  tb.ere  an'  12 — That  the  Settlers  had  an  eve  at 
enlarginj^  his  Majestvs  Dominions  by  going  into  the  AVi'lder- 
ness  as  v,"ell  as  at  promoting  their  own  Interest ;  Tliat  many 
Thous '  Pounds  have  been  spent  in  Clearing  and  Cultivating 
the  Lands  there,  and  many  more  in  erecting  ma.nsion  houses 
out-Houses,  Barns  and  Fences  besides  a  large  additional  sum 
in  P'ortihcations  lately  made,  by  His  Ex'-'  the  Gov'-' order ; 
That  the  Buildings  are  compact,  and  prooerh-  forrn'd  tor  De- 
fence, and  well  situated  for  a  Barrier,  b?i;ig  on  I-lrTrimack 
River,  abt.  15  miles  •  below  the  Confluence  of  Winnipishoky 
and  Pemissawpset  Rivers,  both  w'-*^  are  main  Gang  Ways  of 
the  Canadians,  to  the  Frontiers  of  this  Province  ;  That  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Settlem'  will  not  only  ruin  the  ]Mcmorial- 
ists,  but  in  their  humble  opinion  greatly  disserve  His  ^lajes- 
tys  Interest,  by. Encouraging  his  Enemies  to  Encroach  on  his 
derelict  Dominion,  and  be  also  liurtful  to  the  Prov;  bv  con- 
tracting its  J3orders,  and  drawing  the  War  nearer  the  Capital ; 
That  it  was  by  a  long  and  iniportunate  Intercession  of  this 
Province  and  not  o(  tlie  Memorialists  seeking  that  they  are  cast 
under  the  immediate  care  of  this  Gove'--  w"  v-'  apprehend 
gives  them  so  much  the  better  right  to  its  protection  that  they 
have  hitlierto  cheerfully  paid  their  proportionate  Part  of  the 
public  Taxes,  assigned  'em  by  the  General  Court  even  without 
being  priviledged  with  a  Representative  in  the  Said  Court ; 
That  as  War  is  already  declared  Ag"'  France  and  a  rup- 
ture with  y'  Indians  hourly  expected,  your  Memorialists  unless 
they  have  Speedy  help  will  be  soon  obliged  to  evacuate  y"^ 
Place,  how  disser\iceable  soever  it  may  be  to  the  Crown,  dis- 
honorable to  the  Goverm' hurtful  to  the  Province  and  ruinous  to 
themselves.  Wherefore  they  most  humbly  Supplicate  your 
Ex^-^'  the  Hon.  Coun"'  and  House  of  represen'-^  to  take  the 
Premises  into  your  wise  and  mature  Consideration  and  to  grant 
them   sucli   seasonable  relief  as  mav  enable    'em  to   maintain 
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His  ]\rajest_vs  Doininioiis  in  so  well  situacecl  a  Burner  and  so 
ancient  and  well  regulated  a  Scttlenr-  as  well  as  to  secure 
their  own  Lives  and  Fortunes  ag^"  the  Ravage  and  Devastation 
of  a  blood-thirsty  and  ^Nlerciiess^Eneinv.  A"nd  y  Memorialists 
as  in  Duty  bound  will  Ever  pray — 


Petition  for  aid,  by  Benjamin  Rolfe,  Esq. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth   Esq""   Capt.  General 
and  Governour  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  Majestv's  Province 
of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England  the  Hon'^'-'the  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  convened 
The  :^,remorial  and  Betitlon  of  Benjamin  Rolfe  in  the  Name 
and^  Behalf  of  the   Inhabitants    oi  the  Tow-i    of  Rumford  in 
said'Province  Humbly  Sheweth  That  the  said  Town  has  been 
Settled  by  His  Majest'y's  Subjects  al^out  Eighteen  Years  and  a 
Gospel  Minister. ordained  there  upwards  of  Fourteen 

That  the  Setders  had  an  ce  at  enlarging  His  Maiestv's  Do- 
minions by  going  into  the  \ViIderness  as  well  as  at'tiie'ir  own 
Interest_  That  Many  Thousand  Pounds  have  been  spent 
in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  Lands  there  and  nr.mv  ni':>re  in 
erecting  ^L^nsion  Houses  Fortif.cations.  Ol'/  H'jusc^^.  Barn's 
and  Fences.  That  the  Buildings  are  mostlv  compact  and 
properly  form'd  for  Defence  and  \vell  situated  for  a' Barrier, 
being  on.  Merrimack  River  abou.t  a  Davs  march  below  the  Con- 
fluence of  Winipishokv  and  Pemissawasset  Rivers  both  w  hich 
are  main  gang  Ways  of  the  Canadians  to  the  Frontiers  of  this 
Provmce  and  within  a  Weeks  march  at  farthest  from  a  verv 
strong  Fort  built  within  these  few  \-ears  bv  the  French  at  Crown 
Point  which  will  be  a  Place  of  constant  Retreat  and  Resort  for 
the  French  and  Lidians  in  all  their  Expeditions  against  the 
English  Settlements.  That  tlie  breaking  up  of  the  v^'ettiement 
will  not  only  ruin  the  2^Iemorialists  but  in  their  humble  Opin- 
ion greatly  disserve  His  Majesty's  Intere;,t  bv  encouragin  His 
Enemies  to  encroach  on  His  d'erelict  Dominions  and  "be  also 
hurtful  to  the  Province  by  contracting  its  Borders  and  drawino- 
the  War  nearer  to  the  Capital.  That  it  was  bv  a  longandin° 
portunate  Litercession  of  the  Province  (and  no't  of  the  Memo- 
rialists seeking)  that  they  are  cast  under  the  immediate  Care  of 
this  Government,  which  they  apprehend  gives  them  so  much 
the  better  Riglit  to  its  Protection  That  as  War  has  been  de- 
clared against  France  for  some  Time  and  a  Rupture  with  the 
Indians  has  been  hourly  expected,  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town,  by  Reason  of  their  being  so  exposed  to  imminent 
Danger  from  their  Enemies  have  alreadv' moved  from  said 
Town  and  the  Season  of  the  Year  beinsr  such  as  to  unve  the 
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Indipn^  nn  opportunity  of  disturbing-  the  Froatiers  and  the 
Dutch  Mch.awks  h:\vitiq;  hitely  given  occasion  to  fear  that  they 
would  Jovn  in  a  W'arr  against  His  ^lajestvs  settlennents  as 
mentioned  in  some  late  News  Papers  your  ^Memorialists  unless 
they  have  speedy  help  will  be  soon  oblidged  to  Evacuate  said 
Town  hovy"  dissen'iceable  soever  it  may  be  to  the  Crown  dis- 
honorable to  the  Government,  hurtful  to  the  Province  and  ruin- 
ous to  themselves — Wherefore  your  memorialists  most  humbly 
supplicate  vour  Excellency,  the  Honourable  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  take  the  Premises  itito  your  wise 
and  mature  Consideration  and  to  grant  them  such  constant  and 
seasonable  aids  both  with  Respect  to  men  and  Military  Stores 
as  may  enable  them  to  maintain  His  Majesty's  Dominions  in 
so  well  situated  a  Barrier,  and  so  ancient  and  well  regulated  a 
Settlemeiit  as  well  as  to  secure  their  own  Li\es  a:id  Fortunes 
again'st  the  Ravage  and  Devastations  of  a  Bl.^od  thirsty  and 
Merciless  Enemy  and  your  Memorialists  as  in  Duty  bound 
will  ever  pray 

Benjamin  Rolfe. 
Portsmouth  April  y-  30''"  1745. 


Petition  Gj   Inhabiiaiits  of  Ru;!iford^  ^747- 
To  His  Excellency  Bcnning  Weatworth  Esqr   Capt.    General 

&  Governour  of  His  r'>Ia)esties  Province  of  Nev/  Plampshire 

in  New  England     To  tlie  Honourable  the  Council  iS:  House 

of  Representatives  of  s'  Province. 

The  Petition  of  y-  Subscribers  Iniiabitants  of  P^umford  in 
s''  Province  Humbly  shev.-eth  Th:it  we  have  great  Reason  to 
fear  a  Speedy  attack  from  the  Enemy  witli  a  force  too  great  to 
be  match-  bv  us  wirh  what  Assistance  wc  att  present  (thro 
your  Exceliencys  .S:  Honours  great  Goodness)  have  from  y" 
Province— That  the  plain  and  Evident  tracks  of  a  Considera- 
ble Number  was  discovered  bv  our  Scout  y '  last  week.  That 
Guns  have  been  heard  both  here  and  att  Contoocook  upon  y"- 
Sabbath  &  other  Times  &  Places  where  it  is  certain  no  English 
were.  That  y-  News  of  a  Formidable  Armament  sent  from 
Canada  to  Crown  Point  obtained  such  credit  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  y-  Massachusetts  Bay  as  Induced  them  to  provide  a 
prodigious  Reinforcetnent  to  strengthen  their  Western  Bar- 
rier— That  such  is  our  Situation  that  as  y'  Rivers  Hud.-oa  & 
Connecticut  lie  most  exposed  to  Incursions  from  Crown  Point 
so  ours  is  y-  next,  and  tlie  experience  of  this  wiiole  war  h.as 
Taught  us  that  whenever  any  Smart  attack  has  been  made  upon 
-  any. of  y"^  Settlements  on  Connecticut  River  the  Enemy  have 
never   failed    of  serding   a   considerable   Number  to  visit  our 
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River — Tliat  while  oiu'  ordinary  business  was  Hoeing  we  could 
work  in  such  k^rgc  companies  as  not  be  in  Such  Imminent 
Danger  of  being  massacred  by  y"  enemy,  which  now  Haying 
and  English  Harvest  comes  on  ^vili  be  Impracticable  with  out 
vast  Detriment  to  y-  whole  &  utter  Ruin  to  some.  We  there- 
fore beg  of  your  Excellency  &  Honours  to  take  our  deplorable 
case  into  Consideration  &  extend  your  compassion  towards  & 
grant  us  such  a  further  Reinforcement  as  you  may  think  in 
your  great  wisdom  our  case  requires  &  your  Petitioners  shall 
as  in  Dut;,-  Bound  Ever  pray  tkc 
Rumford  July  13,  1747. 


Ebenezer  Hall 
Jeremirh  Stickney 
John  Chandler 
Abiel  Chandler 
.Geor-c-  Hull 
Ed'.vard  Abbott 
Benjamin  Abbott 
Joseph  Oruwav 
Samson  Colbe 
Aaron  Stevens 
Tim.of:h^■  Bra.dlev 
Joseph  Farnum 
Isaac  ^\'aIke^  jun. 
James  Abbott 
Amos  xVbbott 
Ephrnam  Faram 
Joseph  Pudney 
Ebenezer  Eastman 
Henry  Lovejoy 
Joseph  Eastman 
Jeremiah  Eastman 
Nathaniel  Eastman 
Amos  Eastm.an 
Ebenezer  Eastman  Jr. 
Samuel  Shepherd 
Joseph  Simonds 
Ebenezer  Virgin 
Philip  Eastman 
Ephraim  Carter 
Ezra  Carter 


Nath»  Abbott 
Joseph  Ea«rnan 
Samwil!  Easteman 
Abraham  Kimball 
Samiuel  Grey 
■  Geor^ce  Abbott 
John  Merrill 
Joseph  Hall 
David  Foster 
Gbediah  Foster 
Hanery  Pudney 
Patrick  Garving 
James  Peters 
Zebdiah  Farnem 
James  Farnum 
James  Osgood 
Lot  Colbe 
Moses  Merrill 
William  Pudney 
Isaac  Wakler 
Timothy  Walker 
David  Evens 
Richard  Haselton 
Jacob  Shut 
Samuel  Putney 
Nathaniel  West 
Abraham  Colby 
Matthew  Standly 
John  Putney 
Daniel  Cliase 
Daniel  Chase  Junr. 


Stephen  Farington 
In  Council  July  ly^  1747- 

read  &  ordered  to  bo  sent  Down  to  The  Hon'''"'  House 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec. 


Petitio'n  of  Catt.  .Gbe/r  Eastman. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq'  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  and  Captain  General  in  and  over  the 
Province  of  Xew  Hamp'  The  Hon'*'''  his  majcstvs  Council 
&.  Houie  of  Represciitatives  in  General  Asseuibly  conveu'd 
The  memorial  and  Petition  of  Ebenezer-  Eastman  for  him- 
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self  and  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rumford  So  called 
most  huinV>ly  Shews — That  your  Memorialist  in  a  most  grate- 
full  manner  owns  and  acknowledges  the  Goodness  and  Ivind-^ 
ness  of  your  Excellency  and  Honours  in  the  late  allowance  of 
thirty  m^en  in  Guarding  and  Defending  the  Inhabitants  ot^  s 
Rumford  andother  places  thereabouts.  That  the  timefor  which 
s*^  thirty  men  were  allowed  is  expired  and  they  have  been  dis- 
miss'd'some  days — That  your  Ivlemorialist  humbly  conceives 
that  the  time  of  Indian  Hanx-st  drawing  nigh  will  be  a  time 
of  considerable  Danger  from  the  Indian  Enemy  (if  not  irom 
the  French  also)  wherefore  he  prays  if  it  may  be  tho't  neces- 
sarv-  by  your  Excellency  and  Honours  that  there  may  be  a 
further  allowance  of  a  number  of  men  for  tlie  Safe  Guard  of 
the  s^  Inhabitants  and  such  a  number  and  for  such  time  as 
to  your  Excellency  and  Honours  shall  seem  meet  and  your  Pe- 
titioner as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray  ^c. 

EbENEZER  ExVSTMAX. 

Sep^23^  1747. 


yoscpJi  Pliancy s  Petition. 

Prov.  of  1 
New  Hamp  / 
To  His  Excellency  BenningWentworth  Esqr.  Gov'  &c.     The 

Hon'^   His  ]Majest}-s  Council   &   House   of  Rep'-^  in  Gen^*^ 

Assembly  conven'd  at  Ports'  ]May    i74^- 

The  Petition  of  Joseph  Pudney  of  Rumford  most  Humbly 
Sheweth  That  vour  Petit^  the  Last  Summer  at  Rumford 
afore"' While  in  "his  Majesty's  Service  was  V.'ounded  by  the 
Indians,  who  bv  their  shot'Broak  his  .arm  &  the  bones  much 
Sliattered.  That  alcho  the  Wound  is  healed  up  yet  he  is  un- 
able to  do  any  Work  to  Earn  his  Livelyhood,  &  his  arm  so 
weak,  that  lie's  unfit  for  scouting  &c.  That  he  is  able  to  do' 
the  duty  of  a  Garrison  Souldier,  and  as  such  are  wanted  in  the 
s'^  Town  of  Rumford  he  humbly  Conceiyes  in  that  way  he 
might  be  so  far  serviceable  as  to  earn  his  living. 

Wherefore  your  Pef  most  humbh'  prays  that  he  may  be  held 
in  his  Majesty's  sei-yice  and  posted  at  the  s'  town  as  a  Garrison 
Souldier     And  y'  Pet'  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  pray 

EUEXEZER  EasTMAX 

in  Behalf  of  y'-  Pet' 

In  Council  May  17,  174S 
read  reconi mended  ci; 

ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  Hon'-*  Hou^e 

Theo.  Atkinson  Secv. 
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Prov  of         I  j^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives  ::S"'  Mav  174S. 

Voted  That  in  An?wer  to  y'  witliin  Petition  mentioned  Jot^eph  Pyd- 
ney  be  posted  as  a  Soldier  at  y  garrison  at  s'^  Ruinford  til  j^lastof 
September  next 

D.  Peirce  Clk 
In  Council  Eodeni  Die 
read  i;  concurred 

Theo.  Atkinson  Secy. 
Eodem  die 

Consented  to 

B.  Wextworth. 


Rev.  Tim"   M'alkcr  s  letter  to  Archibald  Stark. 

Sr.  Yours  v^•ithout  Date  I  received  last  Niijht  Nine  o'"^  clock,  In- 
forming^ me  that  you  had  a  visit  from  a  committee  of  y  Honourable 
Assembly  of  y"  Province  respecting  y*  Road  tliro  !Mr.  McXeals  Field 
desiring  that  our  People  would  sign  a  Petion  for  y  s'  Road  to  the  s' 
Assembly  as  tl-.ey  liad  already  to  y  General  Sessions  and  .send  it  to  Ports- 
mouth by  next  Monday  Ten  of  y  clock,  now  altho  I  am  fully  of  opin- 
ion that  y  want  oi  y'  Road  v/ill  in  a  few  3-ears  Time  be  of  vastly  more 
Damage  to  y-  Publick  than  the  whole  of  McXeals  Field  &  tliat  every 
Person  up  this  v.ay  who  is  at  all  acquainted  therewith  v.-ill  readily  sign 
such  a  Petition  representing  y  same  in  y'  strongest  light  possible  yet 
the  Notice  is  so  si-iort  that  no  such  thing  can  be  prosecated  to  any  etiec- 
therefore  y  only  way  left  you  is  to  pi'ay  for  Longer  Time  w-'^  is  so 
reasonable  that  I  cant  think  one  word  can  be  objected  ag*'  it  &  if  that 
be  granted  I  sb.all  be  ready  to  doe  any  thing  within  m.y  power  not  only 
to  serve  vou  ^:  y  Publick  but  my  self  also  in  y  atfair  I  remain  your 
hearty  Friend  i;  Oblidged  Serv' 

Timothy  Walker 

Rumford  July  y"*  1753. 
Mr.  Archibald  Stark. 


Petition  of  Ezra  Carter  in  hchalj  of  Riniiford. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq'  Captain  Gen- 
eral Governor  and  Cornmander  in  Chief  in  cv:  over  His 
jSIajesty's  Province  of  Xevv-  Hampshire,  The  Hon''*^  His 
Majesty's  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly  Convened  July  14'''  1756 

The  Petitio!!  of  Ezra  Carter  on  behalf  of  himself  &  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Late  District  of  Rumford  so  called  in  said 
Province  Humblv  sheweth.  That  the  said  Inhabitants  appre- 
hend that  since  the  expiration  of  said  District  Act,  they  have 
not  had  the  Priviledgcs  v\hich  other  Towns  in  this  Province 
enjoy.  That  thev  could  not  Raise  money  for  the  Support  of 
their  minister,  their  Poor,  the  Repairing  of  High  \V'ays,  or 
maintaining  a  School  (which  the  vouth  there  mucli  need)  or 
to  act  in  anv  Political   manner  whatsoever  for  v.-ant  of  vvdu'ch 
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Privilcdgcs   the   said   Inhabitants   think   they  have  been  great 
iSutrcrs. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioner  humbly  prays  your  Excellency  & 
IIonfH'.rs  would  Coinpassionate  our  Case  and  Incorporate  said 
Plantation  bv  its  Boundaries  or  grant  such  other  Relief  as  in 
vour  \vi.-don-i  you  may  see  meet  &  your  Petitioner  Shall  as 
in  duty  bound  ever  pray 

Ezra  Carter. 

In  Council  Julj.'  15'^-  1756 

read  vi'  ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  Hon^'"  House 

Theod.  Atkinson  Secv. 


Letter  from    jcrcnua/:  Stickncy,  Esq.^  rclath?g  to  dipcul- 
tles  zvit/i  Bo--:. 

Rumford  March  19*-  1761. 

Sir. 

I  have  received  the  Order  from  !iis  Excellency  &  General  Assembly 
AppointinL;  An  In\entory  to  be  taVien  of  the  Poles  iJC  Rateable  Estate 
in  the  Province  endorsed"  to  the  Select  men  of  Bow  by  the  hand  of  M"" 
Carr  to-'ether  with  a  verbal  Order  todeliver  it  to  me  in  Case  he  could 
find  no  Such  Select  men  &:  have  conferred  with  those  of  my  Neighbors 
that  I  could  handily  come  at  upon  the  purport  Xde.iixn  tb.ereof  oc  I  find 
them  all  coricurrin'sf  with  m.e  in  a  deep  tense  of  manifold  diiliculties  we 
labour  under  for  want  of  Pov.er  to  regulate  Society  according  to  man- 
ner of  other  Towns  cV  Districts,  which  if  was  offered  us  we  should  readily 
Embrace  a-  well  for  our  own  Sakes  as  an  Inclination  to  pay  all  datifull 
regard  to  the  Orders  of  the  Government — we  never  understood  th.at  we 
had  power  to  Act  to  Ordinary  Purposes  oi  Regulating  society  under 
the  Incorporation  of  Bow  in  v,-hich  if  we  were  mistaken  twas  our  un- 
happine--  which  admiit  to  be  the  Case  we  apprehend  ourselves  at  pres- 
ent utterly  destitute  of  any  such  Power  for  want  of  a  Legal  Meeting 
which  Aveknow  no  possible  way  of  obtaining  without  an  Express  Order 
of  the  Honoc.rablo  Court  which,  if  they  should  see  m.eet  to  issue  we 
shall  pay  all  readv  obedience  &:  proceed  to  Carry  into  Execution  the 
Design  of  this  Order  if  time  be  allowed  for  it,  which  if  sliould  be  the 
Case  would  humbly  suggest  a  necessit3-  of  ascertaining  the  Limits  by 
which  we  are  to  be"  Circumscribed  if  we  might  Choose  we  should  much 
incline  to  be  bounded  as  the  district  of  Rum.ord  was  whilst  it  subsisted 
— but  if  that  be  not  Granted  OC  it  is  the  Pleasure  of  the  Court  that  we 
Should  act  as  the  Town  of  Bow  we  apprehend  that  the  same  necessity 
Occurs  not  only  because  Pembrook  \&  Lately  taken  Partly  out  of  Bow 
but  al-o  for  that  their  Line  as  we  have  been  informed,  has  been  Run 
very  differently  by  their  own  Committees  &  I  believe  that  no  one  of  us 
Knows  either  of  the  Lines  in  all  the  parts  of  it  ii:  however  we  may  dis- 
pute an  v  or  ail  these  Lines  whilst  we  are  defending  our  Properties  in 
the  Civil  Courts  of  Judicature  (which  we  mean  still  to  reserve  to  our- 
selves the  ri::^ht  of  Doing)  Yet  we  never  did  or  shall  dispute  the  Power 
of  the  Government  to  make  Bow  Lie  where  they  plea'^e  towhose  Reso- 
lution we  shall  pav  ready  Obedience  when  we  Know  it.  Withouc  which 
we  Know  of  no  way  in  our  Power  at  presentwherein  we  can  contribute 
to  carrying  into  E"xecution  this  order  L'oless  the  Honourable  Court 
should'see" Cause  to  appoir.t  some  Person  or  Persons  to  take  tiie  pro- 
posed Inventory  a:uorig>t  u^  or  the  Select  men  of  Caiito.-bury  sluill  ap- 
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Joint  some  Persons  to  said  Business  ^vhichis  in  their  power  as  we  Con- 
strue the  Order  in  either  of  which  Cases  we  shall  all  suitable  Compli- 
ance. t>  plea-e  to  Communicate  this  Letter  if  vou  see  fit  to  the  Hon- 
ourable Asserr.bly  not  only  as  my  pri\'ate  sentiments  by  so  far  as  I  know 
the  united  sense  of  all  our  people. 
I  am  with  all  due  regards 

Yr.  Obed'  Hum.  Serv' 

Jeremiah  Stickney. 
P.  S.  if  the  Hon.  Court  should  see  Cause  to  put  us  in  a  way  of  Reg- 
ulation, ariion-r  the  Reasons  a.^ainstan\-  of  the  Lines  of  Bow  being  Our 
limits,  this  is  the  Principal  that  etheir  of  the  Said  Lines  would  leave 
some  ft.wiof  our  Inhabitants  M-ithout  oin-  Incorporation  wiiich -we  would 
be  glad  to  have  &  vrho  would  Choose  to  belong  to  u^  ^V  wliich  no  other 
Society  Avant-.  butwould  take  a  much  larger  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  New  Hopkinton  which  they  Can  very  ill  spare  k  which  we  don't 
want  ic  would  be  against  the  inclination  of  the  People 
Sr.^Yrs. 

J.S. 
Capt.  Thomas  Parker,  Litchfield. 


Tunothv   Walke-rs  Petition  in  bcJialf  of  RuDiford. 
To    his  ExJcllcncy   Conning   AVcnUorth  E>,q-    Capt   Geneial 

Governriur  i_\:  Commander  in  Chief  in  &:  over   his  ^slajesty's 

Province  of  Zsew   riarnpshire.     Tive   Ilon'ble    his  IsLijestys 

Council  (S:    honse   of  Representatives  in  General   Assembly 

Convened,  April  11""  1764 

The  humble  Petition  of  Timothy  ^Valkcr  on  behalf  of  liim- 
self  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Rmnhjrd  (so  called)  in  said  Prov- 
ince. • 

vShewcrh.  That  the  Affairs  of  the  said  Inhal)itants  (so  f:ir 
as  relates  to  Town  matters  have  been  in  great  confusion  Ever 
since  thio  vear  1749  for  want  of  the  Power  which  they  had  till 
then  enjoyed  ever  since  the  year  i74£  by  the  District  act  (so 
called)  which  this  Hon'ble  Court  say  in  July  1746  when  it  was 
reviewed  had  been  found  Convenient  both  for  tlie  Govcnunent 
of  this  Province  in  General  and  also  the  Inhabitants  incorpo- 
rated thereby  in  particular. 

Tliat  altho'  it  has  been  pretended  that  they  might  still  have 
Enjoyed  the  same  priviledges  (as  Inliabitants  of  Bow)  yet  they 
never  understood  matters)  in  that  light.  And  for  this  th.eir  opin- 
ion-and  Practice  consequervtial  thereupon  they  humbly  con.ceive 
they  would  give  reasons  whicli  would  be  satislactory  to  this 
Court  were  they  permitted — Put  to  j:>ass  over  all  this — Tiiis 
Power  or  the  Exercise  of  it  has  been  lost  to  them  (if  ever  they 
had  it)  ever  since  March  1756  for  want  of  a  first  meeting. 

That  by  the  year  1760  thev  were  so  heartily  tired  of  oUch  an 
unsettled  state  that  they  would  have  been  glad  to  have  acted 
Even   under    the   Incorporation   of  Bov/,   if   they  could   altho 
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hio-hlv  inconvenient  for  them  as  it  blended  part  of  three  towns 
to^etner  whose  interests  had  always  been  separate  &  would 
Conseqiicntlv  be  apt  to  create  strife  and  contention  That  this 
Court  was  apprized  of  their  utter  Incapacity  of  doing-  Corpo- 
rate act  (even  as  Bow)  bv  a  Letter  signed  Jeremiah  Stickney 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  others  now  on  file  togeather  with 
their  dutiful  &  ready  disposition  to  Comply  with  every  m.otion 
of  this  Court  to  the'utmost  of  their  Power. 

That  the  said  Inhabitants  conceive  themselves  greatly  ag- 
o-rieved  by  a  late  act  of  tliis  Government  impo^sing  a  heavy 
Tax  en  the  Inhabitants  of  Bow  as  arrears  &c  a  iax  which  No- 
hodv  had  Power  to  assess  and  collect  at  y '  time  when  y'^  s\\ 
arre'ara-^es  became  due  and  which  if  now  done  mr.-^t  be  laid  m 
many  Instances  on  wrong  Persons  ;  That  what  they  sutlerecl 
fbr  want  of  the  Powers  [thev]  had  enjoyed  by  the  hr.t  men- 
tioned District  act  v/as  unspeakably  more  to  theh- Damage  than 
to  have  paid  th.eir  Proportion  of  the  Pro\  iuce  Expcnce. 

That  the  incapacity  complained  of  all  along  stilly  continues 
and  vet  the  People  are  subjected  to  pay  their  part  of__the  Cur- 
rent'Charge  but  no  bodv  has  power  to  assess  or  Collect  it. 
Thev  therefore  most  humbly  Pray  that  your  Excellencv  and 
Honors  will  take  the  matters"  complained  of  under  Considera- 
tion and  cither  revive  the  snid  District  Act  so  iar  as  relates  to 
Rumfurd  or  p.vhich  v/o'd  be  mucr.  more  satisfactory  t^ .  the  said 
Inhabitants)  Incorporate  them  by  a  standing  act  and  by  their 
former  Known  Boundaries  that  the  said  Inhabitants  m.ay  be 
abated  at  least  one  half  part  of  -aid  arrearages.  And  that  with 
respect  to  their  part  of  the  Current  Charge  of  the  Province 
they  may  be  subjected  to  pay  no  more  than  their  just  propor- 
tion with  the  other  Towns  in  this  Province  &  Grant  them  such 
other  Relief  as  in  vour  srreat  wisdom  and  goodness  you  shall 
see  meet.     And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 

prav  <S:c. 

Timothy  \\  ALKER. 

In  Cour.cU  April  i3-''  1764 

Read  i:  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'ble  Assembly 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  bee. 

Province  ot       ")  In  the  house  of  Representatives  May  3',  1764. 
New  Hampshire  >  This  Petition  being  read, 

Voted  That  v,-hat  the  said  town  of  Bow  is  now  in  arrears  for  tne 
Province  tax  be  collected  aijreeable  to  an  act  passed  the  second  ot  June 
IT63  that  the  Inhabitants  settled  on  the  lands  between  said  Bow.  Lan- 
tt'rburv  i:  New  Hopkinton  ('except  such  as  are  already  polled  ort  to  I  em- 
broke 'i:  \>w  Hopkinton)  be  taxed  i:  pav  their  proportion  thereot-V 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Bow  with  the  inhabitants  on  all  the  lands  be- 
tween said  Bow.  Canterburv  Boscawen  X"  New  Hopkinton  except  such 
as  are  alreidv Polled  ot!"  to  Pembroke  i:  Nevr  Hopkinton  meet  together 
some  tim-  in"  the  month  of  June  next  at  Bow  X  (choose  all  nece-^sary  oih- 
cers  for  a^se^sing  cV  Collecting  the  annual  province  Tax  .V  tor  trans- 
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auiin^  all  otliei'  town  ailuirs  X'  afterwartls  some  tiine  in  the  Month  of 
March  annually  untill  furtlior  orders  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  A:  that  he 
have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk. 


Petition  relating  to  taxation^  <£'C.^  i7^4* 
To   His  Excellencv   Benning-   Wentworth    Esqr.   Governor  & 

Commander   in    Chief   of  His    I^.Lijesties  Province  of  Xew 

Hampshire,    -To    the-  Hon.    His  Majesties   Council  of  said 

Province,    &    General  Court  Conxcned  October   the  second 

day  Anno  Dr^m.  1764 

^^'hereas  Edward  Rus^cl  c^  others  have  petitioned  your  Ex- 
cellencv (>j  Ho'ioiu's  to  be  freed  from  paying  any  part  of  those 
arreara;j;es  of  Taxes  ordered  to  be  assessed  upon  Bow  Si 
whereas  so  much  Xotice  was  taken  of  said  Petition  as  that  the 
Petitioners  were  ordered  to  serve  us  the  Subscribers  with  a 
Coj^y  thereof,  in  order  that  v.'e  may  shew  Cause,  if  any  we 
have  v/hv  the  pra\"er  thereof  should  not  be  f^ranted 

These  are  therefi^re  to  inform  ^■our  Excellency  &  Honours 
that  there  Lire  F>irt\'  cp.e  Poles  v.'itli  the  Estates  vv'hich  they  pos- 
sess Vvdthin  tile  Lln-iits  of  Buw  as  described  in  the  Act  ot  Tax- 
ation referred  to  in  the  said  Petition  wliich  are  exactly  similar 
to  these  P^titi'niera,  and  also  Sixtv  or  more  Poles  with  the 
Estate  which  they  now  possess  which  were  ]Minors  l^:  so  not 
liable  to  be  Taxed  when  the  Rates  were  supposed  to  be  due 
for  v/hich  this  Tax  is  Ordered,  but  have  since  come  of  age  & 
so  Rated  as  fr"  the  List  appears. 

To  Ballance  wdiicii  increase  there  has  been  a  yearly  drain  of 
Inhabitants  from  tis  it  is  out  of  our  Power  to  ascertain  the 
Number  bi;c  ve  ai'e  well  persuaded  from  what  we  Know  of 
the  affair  that  if  it  couUl  be  done  it  woidd  bear  some  near 
proportion  to  the  advance — These  liave  all  left  t!ie  Town,  c^ 
manv  of  thein  the  Province  in  each  of  wdiich  Ca'^es  thev"  are 
equadly  exeiiipt  from  our  power  of  Taxing-  them.  .\nd  ^ve 
humbly  submit  it  to  \our  wise  detenniaation  whether  there  is 
not  the  same  reason  that  these  other  persons  shor.ld  be  freed 
as  that  tlie  petitioners  should  Which  if  the  Case,  we  are  well 
assured  that  it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  for  the  sniall  re- 
mainder to  pay  the  whole  of  said  Tax. 

We  are  Your  Excellencys  &  Plonours  most  Humble  Ser- 
vants. 

Ezra  Carter      ")  Assessors 
John  Chandler  )     of  Bow 
Ephraim  Blunt  '\  Selectmen 
WiLLiA>.r  Moor   '-         of 
Isaac  White       J  Femliroke 
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Petiticii  of  Concord  to  be  annexed  to  HillsborongJi.   County. 
To  His  Excellencv  John  Wentworth  Esq''  Cap'  General  Gov- 
ernor anJ   Commander   in  chief  in   and    over  his    ^Majestys 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  the  iIon^'''his  ]Majesty's  Coun- 
cil &:  House  of  Representatives   in  General   Assembl}'  con- 
vened the  iS'"  dav  of  Jan"  A'.mo  Domini  i774 
The  Petition  of  Andrew  rslcMilhin  Esqr.  A,c;-ent  For  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Concord  in  tlie  Cou:\ty  of  Rocking- 
ham and  Province  at"oresaid,     Humbly  sheweth 

That  said  Town  of  Concord  is  Fortv  miles  from  Exeter  and 
Fift}'  fivemiles  from  Portsmontli  where  the  Courts  of  Justice 
are  held  for  said  County  of  Rockingham,  and  tlie  Iniiabltants 
of  said  Concord  verv  little  if  any  thing  benefited  b}'  the  late 
Division  oi  this  Pro>'ince  into  Five  Counties. 

Secondly  that  rnanv  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  To^vns  in  the 
north  part  of  the  County  of  Hillsboi-ough  ha\-e  applied  to  your 
Petitioner's  Constituents  and  earnestly  desired  that  the  incon- 
veniences they  Libour  under  mav  be  represented  to  your  Ex- 
cellenc\  and  Honoiu's  i)v  a  Petition  wiiich  tiicy  &a\-  are 

First  a-  there  is  but  or.e  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  in  a 
vear  held  in  said  County  of  Iliiisborough.  and  Prisoners  com- 
mitted for  capital  Crimes  niu^t  Uiy  in  Goal  sometimes  Eleven 
nine  or  six.montlis  according  to  th.e  time  th.ey  are  committed 
before  it  can  be  known  whether  they  are  or  are  not  guilty  ;  and 
in  case  they  should  be  acquitted  your  Petitioners  constituents, 
humbh'  apprehend  it  a  great  Pity  that  the}-  liave  suffered  so 
long  and  if  found  guilty  they  thing  it  a  grievous  burthen  to 
maintain  such  bad  Subjects  so  long  at  the  expense  of  poor, 
honest  industrious  beginners  in  tlie  Wilderness. 

Secondly  Creditors  in  General  In  said  County  of  Hillsbor- 
ough v.ho  incline  to  sue  at  any  time  except  July  term  in  said 
County  are  obliged  to  indorse  their  notes  ts;c  over  to  Persons 
who  live  in  th.e  County  of  Rockingham  or  other  Counties  &; 
some  to  the  2vlassachusetts  and  the  expense  is  as  great  as  be- 
fore they  Vv-ere  a  County.  Thirdly  the  place  where  the  Courts 
are  held  in  said  County  of  Hillsborough  is  at  such  a  Distance 
from  them  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  Inhabitants  ot  the 
south  part  of  said  County  will  not  oppose  their  having  Justice 
done  in  that  respect. 

Fourthly  that  the  situation  of  the  Tov/n  of  Concord  is  such 
that  it  will  accommodate  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  or 
Northerly  part  of  tlie  said  County  of  Hillsborough  and  give 
them  general  satisfaction 

•  Therefore  the  said  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Concord  by 
their  said  Agents  humbly  prav  your  Excellency  s^^:  Honours 
that  said  Town  of  Concord  may  be  annexed  to-the  County  of 
llilLsbarough  and  that   tliere  may  be   annu:dl\'  held  there  one 
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Superior  Court  of"  Judicature  one  Inferior  Court  of  common 
pleas  one  Court  of  general  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  said 
County  or  otherwise  act  in  the  premises  as  jour  Excellency  »!v; 
Hoiiours  Wisdom  for  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
shall  direct  and  your  Petitioners  by  their  said  Aijents  as  in  Duty 
bound  will  eyer  pray  cv:c 

AxD^''  McMillan 
Portsm' Jan*""  iS'''  1774. 

In  Council  Ji'-'iy.  19,  1774. 

Read  a:id  ordered  to  be:  sent  do'.vn  to  the  rion*'''^  Assembly 

Geo  King  D.  Sec:' 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan>'   ly'--  1774 

.Upon  reading  the  foregoing  Petition 

Voted  that  the  Petitioner  be  heard  thereon  on  the  third  day  of  the  Sit- 
ting of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  first  d:iy  of  March  next  and  that 
in  the  meantm-.e  the  Petitioner  cause  the  Substance  of  tliis  Petition  and 
order  of  Court  thereon  to  be  printed  three  weeks  successively  in  the 
New  Hamp^hire  Gazette  that  any  person  may  have  opportunity  to  ap- 
pear &  Shev,-  cause  why  the  praye"  of  said  Petition  Shou'd  not  be 
Granted 

J.  Wentworth  Speaker 
In  Council  Jan''  20.  1774. 

The  AV'thin  vote  was  read  «5j  concurrd 

Geo  Kincr.  D.  Sec. 


CONWAY. 


[Conway  began  to  be  settled  in  1764:  the  grant  of  the  township  was 
made,  Oct.  i,  1765.     Ed.] 
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A  TJsf  nf  the  Settlers  that   have.   Paijiilys  in    Co:t-.cay^  and 
by  whome  I>itroduccd. 

3  Se'tlersl-iv  c'ol.  Frve,  John  Webster,  David  Piigu.  S:imucl   Smith 

2  at  the  niiU-s  Timothy  Walker,  Ezekiel  Walker 

9  Settlers  bv  Con-.vav  Proprietors.  Joshua  Kellev  Ebenezer  Burbank, 
Tlio^  Riissell.  Tho'  Merrill  Esqr.  Richard  Eastman,  Enoch  Web- 
ster, John  Willson.  all  own  ri'^hts,  Joseph  Kilgore,  Tenncntto  Cap'' 
Walker,  Anchonv  Einerv,  Tennent  to  Andrew  ^[cMillin  Es(j"' 

7  Familvs  by  P.rown,  John  Osgood,  Leonard  Harveman,  Joshua  Heath, 
John  Dollo:i'  Jan.  John  Dolloff.  James  Osgood.  Benj'  Osgood. 

I  Family  Xi^:h  Harriman,  settled  on  a  iot  %vith  his  Father  not  agreed 
with  Brown  or  Con^vay 

22  Total 

S  Improvements  m.-irk'd  with  tiie  letter  A  worked  on  th:.-ir  land  last 
year  went  aw:iy  in  the  Fall  to  Return  in  the  Spring. 

March    2\    1771      A  True  State  of    Conway   according  to  my   best 
Knowledge 

Pr.  Henry  Young  Brown. 


Me7norial from  Frycburg'^  Drozcnjicld  and  Con~vav^  ^77^' 
To  the  IIoii'''^  General   Colul  of  the   Colony  of  New   Hamp- 
shire. 

The  meaiorial  of  the  Committees  of  C.invv-av  in  the  County 
of  Grafton.  Fryeburg  and  Browntield  in  the  County  of  York, 
and  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  united  humbly  She\Yeth  that 
the  above  said  New  Plantations  Consist  of  about  one  Hundred 
and  Thirty  Families  are  Situated  at  a  Place  called  Pigwacket 
Upon  Saco  River  which  nearly  Unites  vrith  a  Branch  of  An- 
droscoggin River,  aliout  thirt\-  miles  northerlv  from  other  Set- 
tlements, and  lay  Greatly  Exposed  to  Excurtions  of  the  Sav- 
ages ;  by  the  following  natural  Commtmications  as  frequented 
by  the  Fndians  that  come  to  these  Places  :  one  froni  Chaudire 
River  into  Umbagog  lake,  which  Eiupties  itself  into  Andros- 
coggin riser  ;  another  from  St.  Francois  River  into  a  branch  of 
Connecticr.t  River;  and  by  that  into  Androscoggin  P^iver ; 
another  from  Kennebunk  River  by  tlic  way  of  Aluselahme- 
contucook  into  x-\ndroscoggin  River  that  these  Several  ways 
are  by  water,  except  a  few  short  Carrying  Places,  which  bring 
them  within  twenty  miles  of  these  Settlements,  that  the  Great- 
est part  of  this  twenty  miles  is  water  Carriage,  that  Andros- 
coggin River  runs  Further  to  the  Northward  than  the  head  ot 
Connecticut  River.  That  a  party  tlic  Last  year  were  sent  out 
from  Coos  to  Reconnoiture  the  woods  over  to  Umbagog  Lake, 
which  Empties  into  St.  Francois  River;  from  thence,  they  set 
out  Eascwardly  in  Order  to  vStrike  Connecticut  River  bu.t  he'aded 
it,  and  struck  Androscoggin  River:  Come  drnvn  that  River  and 
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coir.e  ir.to  th^sc  Scttlcmer.ts.  that  Last  fall  Three  men  from 
Col  ArnoIJi  Party  come  itito  tliese  Settlements  by  the  way  of 
Androscog'^in  River,  four  or  five  Persons  from  "Qiiebec  Last 
May  Come  in  here  by  the  way  of  Androscoggin  River,  from 
the  Above,  it  appears  that  when  Ever  the  frontiers  are  exposed  ; 
tJiese  Settlements  are  in  danger,  that  from  the  Alarming  ac- 
counts Ave  have  lately  Received  from  Canada  we  think  it  Nec- 
essary to  make  Preparation  for  Defence  and  as  it  is  not  likelv 
we  can  provide  ourselves  with  arms  and  ammunition  without 
the  aid  of  the  Hon^'"^  Court,  therefore  the  memorialists  intreat 
the  favour  of  the  Plon"'-  Court  to  the  applications  that  mav  be 
made  for  the  above  purpose  and  for  Protection  if  the  Time 
should  come  that  the  frontiers  are  in  Danger,  and  we  as  in  Duty 
bound  Shall  Ever  prav  cvc 

Dated  at  Fr\-eburg  this  f-  Dav  of  Julv  1776 
*  Richard  Kimball,  Cliairman  of  s'  Com'*^° 

N.  B.  Last  Night  came  in  here  one  family  from  the  upper 
Coos  and  all  the  Rest  of  the  Inhabitants  are  Removing  as  fast 
as  possable. 


CORXLSH. 


[Cornish  T^-as  granted  June  21,  1763,  to  Rev.    Samuel  McClintock  of 
Greenland,  X.  H.,  and  69  others.     Ed.] 

Petition   of   yori"-    Chase   of  .Cor?iish  for  a  grant  of  Hart 

Island,  fan.  15,  177-. 
Province  of  ) 
New  Hamps  / 

To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esquire  Governor  & 
Commander  in  chief  of  said  Province  &  to  His  ^Majesty's 
Council  for  the  Same 

The  petition  of  Jonathan  Chase  of  Cornish  humbly  sheweth — 
That  your  petitioner  having  purchased  of  Col '  Nathan  intone 
of  Windsor  an  Island  known  by  the  Name  of  Plart  Island  con- 
tain'g  about  twenty  two  Acres  lying  in  Connecticut  River  be- 
tween the  Lower  Corners  of  L[r.rtford  &  Plainfield  &  tlie  upper 
Corners  of  Cornish  &  Windsor  v/hich  was  first  laid  out  to  the 
proprietors  of  Harttbrd  in  Several  Divisions  as  interval  and  as 
such  purchased  by  Major  Oliver  Wiliard  of  said  Hartford  who 
afterwards  dispos'd  of  y-'  whole  to  Col'  Stone  from  A\hom  it 
has  come  into  said  Chase's  hands  having  all  along  been  in- 
lorrned  that  they  the  said  Wiliard  &;  Stone  had  a  proper  right 
to  hold  or  dispose  of  the  Same  which  lying  so  contiguous  To 
the  West  B.-'nk  of  the  River  vras  supposed  to  be  part  of  the 
10 
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Town  of  Hartford  aforesaid — Biirsince   finding  it  othcnv''  de- 
termined— 

Yo'ir  I'etitioncr  humbly  praws  your  Excellency  ^c  Honours, 
in  Consideration  of  the  Improvements  made  by  the  former 
Claimers  and  the  valuable  purchase  he  has  been  innocently  led 
into,  the  said  Island  may  be  contirrad  to  him  by  a  Grant  upon 
the  usual  Conditions  &  reservations — And  your  Petitioner  as 
in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c 

Jonathan  Chase. 

Portsmouth  15,  Jan^'  1771. 

Province  ot      1 
New  Hampshire  j 

To   His   Excellency  Job.n    "Wentworth    Esquire   Governor  & 

Commander  in  Chief  of  said  Province  and  to  His  Majesty's 

Council  for  the  Same — 

The  Petition  of  Jonath''  Chase  of  Cornish  humblv  shen-eth — 
That  your  petitioner  has  made  Improvements  on  a  small  Island 
lyin'  in  Connecticut  River  between  Cornish  Sc  Windsor  con- 
taing  about  seven  acres  which  was  at  first  laid  out  as  part  of 
the  Interval  appeitaining  to  the  said  Town  of  Corra.-h,  as  such 
assigned  to  him  by  the  proprietors,  and  so  improv'd  for  several 
years  past  but  since  understanding,  that  being  an  island  tis 
necessary  to  obtain  a  distinct  Grant  o't  the  same  He  humblv 
prays  Your  Excellency  &  Honors  that  he  mav  be  considered 
for  the  Improvements  made  there  and  favor'd  with  a  Grant  of 
the  Same  upon  the  usual  Conditions  &.  reservations  &  your  pe- 
titioner as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  <S:c 

JoxATHAx  Chase. 

Portsmouth  15  January  1771 


DEERFIELD. 

[This  town  was  incorporated  S  January,  1766.     Ed.] 

Petition  of  Sundry  inhabitants  of  Decrjicld  in    relaiioi  to 

a  tax^  ct'C. 
Province  of      "(^ 

New  llampshire  j 

To  the  Honorable  house  of  Representatives,  the  Subscribers 
being  owners  of  land  in  Deerheld  And  understanding  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  s"'  Deerfield  By  their  Committee  have'Petitioned 
the  General  Court  for  a  Tax  To  be  laid  on  all  the  land  in  s'^ 
Parish  of  two  pence  pr.  Acre  for  the  Term  of  three  years,  the 
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one  half  for  the  Parsona<ye  y^  other  half  to  be  laid  out  on  the 
Roads,  we  beg  leave  to  orVer  a  tew  Reasons  why  their  petition 
or  prayer  Should  not  be  Granted 

i''>'"'  We  think  it  would  be  grievous  to  compel  any  whether 
they  live  in  or  out  of  the  Parish  to  pay  any  thing  towards  the 
support  of  a  Minister  of  a  Different  persuasion  from  themselves 
&  we  think  any  other  Sosiet}-  for  publick  worship  of  A  differ- 
ent persuasiori,  have  as  good  right  to  assistance  in  this  way  as 
they — 2'''-  to  subject  the  uncultivated  lands  in  that  parish,  to  pay 
any  part  of  public  charges,  we  think  would  be  grievous,  as 
they  yield  no  profit  to  the  owner  &  it  would  be  repugnant  to 
the  late  valuation  Act  where  woodland  was  exempted  although 
in  many  Towns  wood  is  of  great  value. 

3'''''  if  a  tax  was  to  be  laid  on  the  uncultivated  lands  for  any 
part  of  publick  Charges  it  would  not  be  Just  to  lay  it  equally 
on  all,  as  many  lots  now  they  Are  robbed  by  the  Inhabitants  (or 
others)  of  the  valuable  timber  that  grev/  on  them  are  of  little 
value 

4'-'  the  parish  is  Considerably  well  Settled  &  with  People  of 
Substance — As  it  is  unlikely  s''  Petition  will  be  Granted  it  may 
be  needless  to  mention  the  greatness  of  the  sum  Pray'd  for  but 
we  beg  leave  to  mentio!i  that  although  s''  parish  is  Called  six 
miles  square  it  contains  about  Twenty  Seven  Thousand  acre 
according  to  Nottingham  plan  as  the  lots  are  marked  (if  weave 
not  mi~laken  as  to  how  the  lines  of  Deerfield  nnij  wc  doubt 
not  But  your  Honours  will  duly  consider  &  way  the  matter  &  do 
what  seem.eth  to  you  right.  In  the  mean  time  we  are  your 
Honours  Humble  Servants 

Josiah  S;i\vver  Ebenezer  Brown  Jun. 

Samuel  Barnard  ■  Jonathan  Ward 

Nathaniel  Currier  Henry  Lampre 

Miriom  French  Nehemiah  Ordway 

Jaines  French  Ephraim  Wadleigh 

Phillips  White  Benjamin  Wadleigh 

Benjamin  Brown  John  Woodman 

Ebenezer  Brown  Onesiphorous  Page 


Dcerjield  Petition  for  a  Tax. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Wencworth  Esq'  Captain  General 
Governor  Commander  and  chief  in  and  over  His  ^Majesty's 
province  of  Nevr  Harnpsiiire  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 
The  Honorable  H/.s  Majestvs  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  s"  Province  Convened 

The  Humble  Petetion  of  us  the  Subscribers  (being  A  Com- 
mittee Chosen'by  the  Inhabitants  of  Deartleld   to  Petetion  this 
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Court  for  A  Tax  to  be  laid  on   all   the   Lands  in  Doarfield  for 
the  foUo^viiig  Rcabon3)  Ilumblv  shews 

i^"'^^'  Whereas  the  s'  Inhabitants  have  Lately  Settled  a  Min- 
ister in  s  ■  Doarfield  very  nnich  to  tlic  acceptance  of  the  Inhab- 
itants and  have  Engaged  to  build  hira  A  Parsonage  house  & 
barn  &  clear  a  quantity  of  land  on  s^'  parsonage  Lott  and  Sett 
out  an  orchaixl  for  him  and  Pav  A  vearly  Salary  &c. 

3  '-'■  Wee  have. three  [Main  Coun'try  Roads  laid  out  through 
s'  Parrish  v/hich  are  Greatly  used  by" His  ^Majestys  Subjects  to 
Pass  and  Repass  in.  to  A  Great  number  of  towns  Settled  above 
us  and  frequent  Complaints  are  made  that  they  are  not  in  So 
Good  Repair  as  they  ought  to  be  &  v/ee  ha\e 'Likewise  many 
other  highways  Laid  out  tor  the  accommodations  of  the  Set- 
tlers of  the  Parrish  in  Length  of  the  Vvdrole  of  s'^  wavs  Do 
amount  to  upwards  of  forty  miles  And  as  tr.e  Settlemen't  of  A 
Minister  and  haveing  Good  Highways  in  A  Xe\v  town  or  Par- 
rish is  verry  much  to  vh-  l^-otStt  of  tlie  Xon  resident  Proprie- 
tors as  well  a_s  the  resident  and  as  the'  Present  Inhabitants  are 
Mostly  new  Settlers  which  v.dll  make  it  Exceeding  DitHcultfor 
then]  t''.  Perform  their  Engagements 

Therefore  Your  Petitioners  Hmriblv  Pravs  that  in  Your 
Great  Wisdom  and  Goodness  You  would  take  this  our  praver 
under  your  wise  Consideration  and  order  a  Tax  to  be  Laid  on 
ail  the  Lands  in  s  ■  Dearrield  for  three  vears  Xc.\t  ensuing  of  two 
pence  uppun  the  acre  the  one  Hah"  to  be  Laid  out  u^^pon  the 
Parsonage  house  and  Land  tlie  other  Plalf  on  the  Highways 
and  that  prudent  Persons  be  appointed  to  manage  s''  business 
or  other  ways  order  with  Regard  to  t'le  Tax  as' you  in  your 
Great  Wisdom  and  Goodness  may  think  proper  and  vour  Peti- 
tioners as  in  Duty  bound  shall  Ever  Pray  &c. 

RiCH'^  Jexxess 
Tko'  Simpsox. 

Province  of  \  In  Council  Feby  2  1773. 

New  Hampr.  )  The  within  Petition  was  read  .v  ordered  to  be'sent  down 
to  the  Hon^'-'' Assembly 

Geo  King  D.  Sec. 
Province  of      1  ,      1      tt  -  ^^ 

New  Hampshire /^"  ^^^  ^^'^"^^  °*  Representatives  Feb.  2''  1773. 

Voted  that  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  the  third  dav 
of  the  Sittinn^  of  the  Gen'  Assemblv  After  the  iir.st  dav  of  Mav  next,  .N; 
that  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  cost,  cause  the  Substance  thereof  to  be 
published  in  the  New  Hamp'"  Gazette,  three  weeks  successively  and  also 
to  put  up  notifications  in  said  Dearfield  thatanvperson  may '^how  cause 
why  the  Pi-ayer  thereof  should  not  be  Granted." 

William  Parker  Cler  Assembly 
In  Council  Feb.  3^  1773- 

Read  cS;  Concurred 

Geo  Kincr  D.  Secv. 
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In  tlie  Iloii'^e  of  Representatives  May  13,  1773. 

Voted  that  the  Petition'^  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  the  tliird  day  of 

the  Sitting-  after  the  15  day  of  June  next  and  that  the  Petitioners  Cause 

the  Petition  to  be  printed  as  above  directed 

William  Parker  Cler. 

In  Council  eodem  Die 

Read  \:  concurred. 

Geo  King  D  Secy. 

Province  of )  t      ^u     xr  r  t>  ...  t  ,1, 

^-       T_,         ,  ,-ln  the  House  of  Represent'  Tanuarv  20"'  1774 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  may  lay  a  Tax  on  all  the  lands  in  Deer- 
field  of  one  penny  per  acre  for  the  Term  of  three  years  for  the  use  of 
the  Repair  iS;  making  higiiways  only  A:  that  the  Petitioners  have  lea\  e 
to  bring  a  bill  accordingly 


In  Council  Jany  26.  1774 
Read  (i  nonConcur'd 

Geo.  King  D.  Sc 


AV^  Parker  Cler  Assenibl 


Petition  for  a    ynsticc  of  tJic  Peace. 

Province   of     "j 

New  Hampshire  !' 
Rock-  J 

To  his  Excellency  Jolin  Wentwortli  Esqr.  Capt.  Genera]  Gov- 
enor   and   Commandev   in   Chiet"  in  and   over   his   Majestys 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England ;   and  to  y^ 
Hon"^  his  Majestys  Council  of  y  Province  afore"^'^ 
The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  v'-  freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
of  y''  Paresh  of  Deerneld  in  sd.  Province  and  County  humbly 
she^veth  that  whereas  there  is  a  Large  number  of  People  in  y''- 
South  part  of  Deerfield  and  much  Business  to  be  done  ariil  no 
Justice  near  so  we  think  that  such  an   ofhce  would  be  very  ad- 
vantageous to  v'  Place  not  onlv  for  v- Preservation  of  v"  Peace 
but  for  y-  transacting  of  other  business  which  other^vise  would 
be  expensive  to  your  Petitionars  and  others     The   Parson   our 
Eyes  are  upon  is  ]SIr.  Daniel  Ladd  of  this  Parish  wdio  appears 
to  us  a  Very  honest  man    and   one  Qualified  and   Disposed  to 
do  Justice — Thus  hoping  y'   your  Excellency   and  y-'   Hon"" 
Council  \yill  take  this  our  petition  under  vour  wise  Considera- 
tion and  grant  us  our  Rec[uest  and  as  in  Duty  bound  }our  Pe- 
titioners shall  ever  Prav 

Deerfield  Jany.  y   zf'^  1/74 

Josiah  Prescott  Junr.  Nemiah  Cram 

Joshua  Leavitt  Thomas  Berley 

Jonathan  Philbrick  .  Levi  Harvey 

Enos  Sanborn  Ithiel  .Smith 

Nathaniel  Plulbrick  Peter  Sanl-om 

Benjamin  Foisom  Wadloigii  Cram 
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Henrv  Tucker  John  Eastman 

]ob\o.\i  Smith  Joseph  Merrill 

Tristram  Sanborn  John  Merril 

William  Graves  Nathan  Sanborn 

Joseph  Graves  David  Haines 

Ephraim  Brown  Samuel  Hoit 

Tosiah  Sanborn  John  Philbrick 

"tames  Philbrick  Joel  Cram 

Nathan  Philbrick  Joseph  Hoit 


Pctitlo7i  of  Inhabitants   of  y-  Southerly  part  of  Dcerfela 

to  be  7)1  a de  a  Parish. 
To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esqr.  Captahi  Generall 
Governor  :incl  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  ^vlajes- 
tv"s  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England.  Tothe 
Hon-'-  His  IMajestys  Councill  and  House  of  Representatives 
for  said  Province'  Convened  in  General  Assembly.  Most 
Humbly  Sheweth 

The  Subscribers  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  South- 
erly Part  of.  the  Parish  of  Dcertield  in  the  Township  of  Xot- 
tinijham  in  the  County  of  Rockingham  in  said  Province^  That 
ihe^'said  Parish  of  Deerfield  is  Principally  Settled  at  &  near 
the  Two  Extreme  parts  of  it  viz  :  the  Northerly  End  and  the 
Southerly  End  which  makes  it  very  Difficult  to  meet  All  to- 
gether for  Publick  Worship  or  for  Transacting  the  Pub- 
lick  business  of  the  Parish 

That  there  are  Two  Meeting  houses  in  said  Parish  for  the 
Publick  Worship  and  Two  Tvlinisters  Regularlv  Called  &  Set- 
tled there  and  Also  Two  Military  Companies  in  said  Parish 
viz  one  at  each  end  also  Two  Constables  and  but  onc^  sett  of 
Selectm.en  \\hich  are  Annually  Chosen  in  the  North  Part  ot 
said  Parish 

That  vour  Petitioners  have  for  some  years  Past  been  at  the 
Charge  of  Building  a  Meeting  house  Settling  &  Supporting  a 
Minister  in  the  said  South  part  of  said  Parish  and  have  had  no 
Benefits  by  the  North  Part  of  said  Parish.  \Vhereforeand  for 
manv  other  reasons  which  on  a  hearing  shall  be  given  to  your 
Excellency  and  your  Hon'-  Your  Petitioners  Humbly  Prav 
your  Excellency  cSc  hon^=  To  Incorporate  the  said  South  Part  of 
Deerfield  into  a  Distinct  Parish  so  as  to  take  in  the  First  three 
Ranges  and  one  half  of  the  Range  highway  between  the  Third 
and  ?he  fourth  Ranges  cf  Lotts,  with  such  Priviledges  &  Im- 
munities as  other  Parishes  in  said  Province  Have  and  Do  En- 
joy and  under  Such  Restrictions  and  Limitations  as  to  Your 
Excellency  and  hon"  Shall  Seem  Most  Mete — And  your  Peti- 
tioners as  in  Dutv  bound  Shall  Ever  Pray  tic 
Deerfield  April  7"'  1774 


TOWN    PAVERS DF.RKYFIP;LD.  l^l 

John  Robinson  Benjamin  Folsom 

James  Young  Henry  Tucker 

Jonathan  Robinson  Ithiel  Sniitia 

David  Robinson  Ezekiel  Gilinan 

Jedediah  Prescott  Jo>~eph  Graves 

Israel  Ciirt'ord  Nemiah   Cram 

William  Mooers  John  Gidden 

Jedidiah  Pr-,'Scoti;  Junr.  Nathan  Sanborn 

Josiah  Pre-cott  Jun.  Samuel  Hoit 

Sanborn  Cram  William  Haines 

Samuel  PuUter  '  John  Thuru-ten 

Josiah  Sanborn  John  Jones 

Jonathan  Judkins  John  Philbrick 

John  Lauranc  William  Mudget 

Tristram  Sanborn  Caleb  Morss 

Samuel  AN'inslow  Levi  Harvey 

Thomas  Cerley  Nathan  Phi'lbrick 

Daniel  Lad  Ephraim  Brown 

*  jNIose?  Marshall  Josiah  Smith 

Joseph  Jr.dkin5  John  Merril 

David  Haines  Joseph  Merrill 

Benjamin  Judkins  Asaph  Merrill 

John  Mor'iijain  Nathaniel  Lad 

Jonathan  Philbrick  John  Prescott 

Wadleiifh  Cram  John  Robinson  Jun. 
.       Jame?  Philbrick 

Province  of  i  In  the  House  of  Representatives  >L\v  ii-''  1774 
NewHamp^.  1'  Tlie  %vithin  Petition  being  Read  and  Coubidor'd 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  the  third  Day 
of  the  Siting  of  the  General  Assem.bly  next  after  the  twentieth  Day  of 
June  next  and  that  the  Petitioners  at  their  Own  Co^t  Serve  the  Select- 
men of  D.-erneld  v.dth  a  Copv  of  this  Petition  and  Order  thereon  and 
also  that  the  Petitioners  Cause  the  Substance  of  this  Pedtion  and  Order 
to  be  Published  in  the  New  Hampshire  Gazett  three  weeks  Successively 
that  any  Person  May  Shew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition 
should  not  be  Granted 


In  Council  eoden  Die 
Read  an>l  concur'd 

Geo  King  D.  Secv. 


M.  Weare,  Cl^ 


DERRYFIELD. 


[Note.  The  following  Papers  relating  to  Derryfield  are  found  in 
MS.  Vol.  IV,  '-Towns," — pp.  307-30.  being  there'm.isplaced.  They 
should  be  exammed  in  connection  with  Papers  relating  to  Bedtord  and 
Londonderry.     Ed.] 

To  his  excelency  Bennina:  Wintworth  Esq  Governor  Sc 
Commander    la    Chief  of    ilis   2vlajestyes  Provence  of  New 
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Ilauipsliir  tiie  honnorable  his  ]Majestys  Councell  and  House  of 
Representatives  In  General  Assembly  Convea'd — 

The  pettetion  of  a  number  of  the  freeholders  Sc  Inliabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Dcrry  field  Humbly  Sheweth  that  the  tirst 
^Monday  of  ]March  annually  is  appointed  by  Charter  to  be  the 
day  for  chusing  of  Town  otiicers  for  the  currant  year  and  the 
ii^ual  costom  of  s'  town  lies  ben  to  warn  the  Town  of  time 
and  place  and  design  of  holding  said  Meeting  with  the  several 
articles  to  be  acted  upon  on  s''  day  of  posting  up  a  coppy  of 
Warrant  at  three  several  places  in  said  town  viz.  one  at  John 
Gofte  Esq  one  at  John  Ilall  &  one  at  Mr  Russes  at  Nameskeeg 
which  was  a  vote  of  s?id  Town  for  warning  Town  meetings 
in  said  Town  but  so  it  was  that  neither  of  the  places  had  any 
notificatiun  set  up  and  one  of  them  particularly  Xamcskeeg 
had  no  coppv  set  up  in  that  part  of  the  town  so  that  they  knew 
not  the  time  of  Dav  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  yet  notwith- 
standing two  of  the  select  men  and  town  clarke  did  contrary  to 
former  custom  with  about  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
boys  &  unqualvfied  persons  did  enter  and  in  about  five  minutes 
time  chouse  all  the  principal  otfi  cerscrs  for  the  town  Notwith- 
standing one  of  the  select  n:ien  &  the  constable  &  several  of  the 
Inhabitants  opposed  them  and  told  them  it  was  not  fair  to  hold 
the  meetir:  before  the  Inhabitants  came  and  that  it  was  not  the 
usual  time  of  day  that  the  meeting  use  to  begin  &  that  th.e  In- 
habitants that  must  pay  the  greatest  part  of  the  Taxes  that  shall 
come  upon  the  town  v.'ere  not  present — that  they  would  be 
here  presently  yet  thev  proceeded  as  aforesaid  and  at  tive  min- 
ute's after  eleven  of  the  clock  a  considerable  number  came  &  in 
halfe  an  hour  the  Inhabitants  chiefly  came  &  upon  hearing  that 
the  principal  officers  were  chosen  by  a  snii'-H  number  of  \^oters 
and  many  of  them  not  qualllried  they  con.  ludedasthat  wds  the 
day  by  charter  to  cliuse  town  officers,  they  being  the  largest 
part  of  the  Qiiallified  Voters  belonging  to  said  town  maid  proc- 
lamation that  they  were  going  to  hold  the  town  meeting  (S:  all 
were  desired  to  attend  and  they  went  to  the  Meeting  house  and 
maid  choice  of  a  Moderator  &  Tov/n  clarlc  >.\:  select  men  v\:  all 
town  officers  &  they  were  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duty  as  the  Law  directs  so  that  tr.eir  is  two  set  of  otficers 
in  said  town  which  makes  confusition  we  most  Humbly  there- 
fore pray  your  Excellencv  &  Hon/^  To  Take  our  case  under 
your  wise  consideration  and  grant  that  there  may  be  a  Regular 
town  meeting  in  said  town  cC  that  we  may  have  town  Otficers 
chosen  as  the  law  directs  and  that  our  confusion  may  be 
brought  into  order  and  might  be  enabled  to  Raise  the  province 
taxes  &  mend  high  wavs  &  do  the  necessary  business  of  the 
town  and  that  your  Petitioners  may  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  end 
— Sc  your  petitioners  as  i:^  Durv  bound  shall  ever  pray — 

Dated  at  Derrvrield  first  of  'Slav  1766. 
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John  Gcu'e  James  jMcCalley 

V.'iliian!  ^[oC!intock  Samuel  Stark 

David  SuurcU  Daniel  McNeall 

Samuel  Bovd  The*  Russ 

Nathanie!  Boyd  John  Rand 

Charlc<  Emerson  John  Hervy 

William  Nutt  Samuel  Moor 

John  Grilten  John  Moor. 

John  Stark 

Province  oft  t     ..      .  .-  -o  ,    ^-  t  ^.-n       ,-' 

-V-        IT  -  ill  tne  .lOi'se  ol   rienresentatives   Tune  20-^  176&. 

rsew  Hamp  j  .  j  / 

The  forejoir.^-  Petition  being  Read  and  Considered — 
Voted — Thr:t  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  on  t'ryday  the  fourth 
day  of  July  next  if  the  General  As.scmbly  be  tlien  sitin;^  And  if  not  then 
siting  t'-iereon  the  ~econd  day  of  their  sitinq'ncxtafter  And  that  the  pe- 
titioners at  rlieir  ov.m  cost  cause  the  selectmen  and  Town  Clerk  wlio 
served  loi  Dirry  neld  for  the  year  1765,  to  be  served  v,-itha  Cnp\-  of  this 
petition  and  Order  of  Court  that  the\-  may  appear  and  slien-  Cause  if 
anv  thc-v  have  whv  the  praver  thereof  should  not  be  '^ranted 

"yi.  Wcare,  Clr. 
In  Council  Eod">  die 
Read  a:  Concnrrd— ^ 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secy. 

Province  of 'I  -     ^,      ,.  .  -^  ^     .  -   , 

■V-       Ti  -in  .ne  tiou>eot  Ket^resentatives     ulv  j.-"^  17(50 — 

ISie^v  ilanip.  1  ^  j     .     .        1 

The    fo/ii  ji:-.g   P:.-:;;ion    bjing    Consider'd    And    the    Parties    heard 
thereon — 

Voted — That  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  Lfranted     And  that  the  pe- 
titioners have  libertv  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordinglv — 

M.  Weare.  Clr. 
In  Council  Eod-'  Die 
Read  i:  Ccr.currd 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secy. 


DOVER. 

[This  was  one  of  the  nrst  settled  to\s-ns  in  New  Hampshire,  Ports- 
mouth bein^  the  other.  It  was  settled  in  the  Spring  of  16:3.  bv  Ed- 
ward and  William  Hilton,  brothers,  fronj  London.  It  was  tir-,t  called 
Pascataquack,  as  was  ai-o  Portsmouth;  afterwards  Cocheco  and 
Northam.  Ithas  borne  the  nameof  Dover  lor  more  than  .:oo years.  Ed.] 


.Extracts  fi'om  tn^  Record-;  of  Dover. 

Att  a  Town  meeting  30'''  of  the  6  m*^  '43. 
30"'  6  m^  '^5 

It  is  thii  d.x"  ordered  that  Vv'illiam  Fonifrett  Shall  have   the  Ne-.:k  of 
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Land  betAveen   the]  Mouth  of  Cochecha  River  and  Nechewrinick  River 
with  tlie  Mar^h  th.ereupon  to  the  first  Narrow 

March  y'  19'''  1693-4 

By  the  Comitte  Chosen  by  the  fieeholdors  of  tlie  Town  of  dover  tor 
grantiu'^  Land  <^i'.'en  arid  granted  uiito  Ephraiin  Tebbetts  liisiieirrsand 
assigns  for  Ever  Twenty  Acres  of  Land  on  fresh  Creek.  Neck  to  butt  on 
Nechewanick  I\.i\"er  next  to  Saint  Aibonds  cove.  Test  wilHani  Ferber 
Clark  of  s  ■  Coniittee 

This  Above  i^rant  voated  and  Confearmed  in  general!  Town  Meeting 
the  Second  day  of  Aprill  1694. 
Vera  Copia.  Test  John  Tuttle  Towne  Clerk 

Laid  out  to  Ephraim  Tebbets  according  to  grant  Twenty  acres  of 
Land  on  fre-h  Creek  neck  and  bounded  it  as  followeth  viz  at  a  white 
oak  Tree  n-.arkt  E  T  from  thence  South  an  be  west  40  Rods  to  a  white 
oak  markt  E  T  Then  west  an  be  north  4  score  Rods  to  A  Pick  Pine 
markt  E  T  then  north  ar;d  be  Ease  40  Rods  to  a  Pick  Pine  markt 
E  T  then  on  a  straight  Line  to  the  first  markt  Tree  the  River  is  the 
bouijds  at  the  East  End  Laid  out  and  bounded  by  us  this  tenth  day  of 
July  1694 

Sam'-  PIeakd 

EZEKIEL  WeXTWORTII 

Thomas  Downs 


Pctitioii  for  5rid_^t'>ig-  Cochecho  and  Lamprey  River. 
To  His  EMCjliencv  Samuel  Sliute  Esq.  Capt.  General  and 
Gov  ■'  in  C'iiief  of  iiis  .Maiestys  province  of  Nev,"  Hamp- 
shire, and  to  tiie  Honourable  the  Council  and  house  of  I'ep- 
resentatives  now  Sitting  in  General  Assembly 
Tlie  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dover  Most 
humbly  Sheweth 

The  heavv  burthen  lying  upon  your  petitioners,  in  building 
and  renewing  the  many  bridges  in  The  said  town,  over  and 
above  the  ordiuarv  annual  repairs  of  High  ways  through  the 
same  \\-lierL-hy  your  petitioners  ha\'e  stood  charged  w'"  a  much 
greater  and  more  grievous  tax  than  any  other  Town  in  the 
province  more  especially  for  the  Erecting  and  maintaining 
Tv-'over\- large  Bridges  over  the  river  of  Cochecho  and  Lamprev 
river  ;  exclusive  of  which  two  rivers,  your  petitioners  are  more 
than  even  w  '■  the  Inhabitants  of  any  Neighboring  town  in  y** 
Costs  of  bridging  and  whereas  the  last  years  floods  floated  away 
the  boom  at  Cochecho  with  3  piers  and  the  Standing  bridge  at 
Lamprel  river  which  are  now  to  be  reluiiltyour  petitioners  Do 
therefore  humbly  prav  that  the  bridging  of  The  Said  Two 
rivers  may  be  made  a  province  Charge  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
publick  Treasun.'  As  is  usual  in  other  Governi'^  &  y"  petition" 
shall  Ever  pray  Sec 

R.  Waldrox    ^ 

Step.  Jo.N'Es      [Com.mittee 

Paul  Gerrish  j 


TOWX    PAPERS — DO^'ER.  I55 

Copv   of  letter  to   t/ie    Sclcctinoi  of  Dover  a?id  Exeter 
ab^  bridge. 

Gentlemen 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Hon'''"  v*  L'  Gov''  tC  Council  to  let  _vou  know 
that  it  is  their  direction  to  you  that  you  have  a  suitable  brid:je  built 
Pursuant  to  y-  foregoini^  reports  (wliich  y  Gen'  Assm  huve  accepted) 
with  all  possible  dispatch  and  that  it  is  their  Expeciation  that  you  will 
improve  everv  opportunity  in  forwardini^  so  necessary  a  work,  and  that 
there  be  no  failure  on  any  part  (or  by  any  means)  in  Complying  v/ith 
this  order    I  am  Gent" 

Y''  Most  humble  Serv^- 

R.  Waldron'  Cler  Con 

Jany  20'^  1723-4 
To  the  Selectmen  of 
Do\  cr  ^;  Exeter 


Acct^  of  pretenders  to  Loul  at  CocJiecJio  Point. 

Acres 
W^  Stiies  bought  of  Ephraim  Libbey 

Jone^ 
Dan-  Gordon 
Nath  Tarboiv 
Tho.  Cole.  Shackfords  by  execution  grant  to  Vatson  ix. 

sol-,'  to  Nat  Young 
L'  Hat.vll  R(/oy  not 

Tho  cV  Xat  Roberts  30  acres  ap's 
Daniel  Jacobs 
Capt.  Tuttle        2  g  :  31 

Tho  Rob''  v>-'''  had  for  wi\'es  portion 

Capt.  Libbey  Thorn  Ben  Marsh? 

Sam'  Cosen  from  his  Father 

Howard  flenderson  w''-"  Cook  had 

Old  Mr.  Henderson 

Blackstone 

Jos  Canncy  of  which  Clark  4  acres  gran.  -O 

420 


grant 

20 

grant 

JO 

Do 

20 

Do 

:o 

Do 

20 

t  Laid  out 

33 

grant 

60 

Do 

20 

Do 

60 

Do 

20 

Do 

20 

Do 

20 

Do 

20 

No  grant 

43 

ab' 

10 

Petition  ab^-  Graminar  School  at  Dover. 

Province  of  1 
New  I-Limps  / 

To  tlie  hoiv''*  John  Wentv/orth  Esq'  Lieir-  Govo''  &  Com- 
mander in  chief  for  the  Time  being-  of  s'  Province  tS;  to  the 
hon^-  -  the  Councill  and  house  of  Representatives  Conven'd  in 
Gen"'  Asscm''-"' 

The  lium'ole  Petition  of  the  Representatives  for  tlie  Town- 
ship of  Dover  in  Behah"  of  s '■  Town  humbly  sheweth 

That  ^\-hereas  the  said  Town  is  one  of  the  most  exposed 
Towns  in  this  Province  to  tlie  Insults  of  the  Indian  Enemy 
And  also  whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  uf  this 


156  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Province  Entitled  An  act  for  y''  Settlem^  &  wSupport  of  Gram- 
mar Sciiools,  tiie  said  Town  of  Dover  (amongst  others)  is 
obleidged  bv  s'"  act  to  keep  and  maintain  a  Gramere  School. 

And  \vhereas  the  Circumstances  Sc  Situation  or  Settlements 
of  the  Lihabitants  of  s'  Town  lying  and  being  in  such  manner 
as  it  is,  the  liouses  being  so  scattered  over  the  whole  Township 
that  in  No  one  place  six  houses  are  within  call.  By  which  in- 
conveniencv  the  Inhabitants  of  s'  Town  can  have  no  benclit  of 
such  a  Gramar  Schoolc,  for  at  the  times  tit  for  children  to  go 
and  come  from  schools  is  Generally  the  chief  Time  of  the  In- 
dians Doing  ^Mischief,  so  that  the  Inhabitants  are  afraid  to  send 
their  children  to  Schoole.  and  the  children  Dare  not  venture  so 
y"'  v^'  Sallarv  to  s'^  Schoole  ^Master  is  wholly  Lost  to  s'  Town. 

.So  that  vour  Petitioners  at  the  Request:  c^:  in  behalfe  s '■  Town 
humblv  prays  v'  hon''-  <^j  Generall  Assembly  that  there  may  be 
an  act  of  this  Generall  Assembly  Past  that  the  s-  Town  of 
Dover  may  be  Exempted  from  keeping  a  Gramar  School  Dur- 
ing the  war  with,  the  Indians,  as  formerly  they  were  so  prays 
your  humble  Petitioners 

James  Da\'is 
Sam'  Tenets 

August  29''-  1773  Tim.  Gerrish 

In  Council. 

Voted  That  The  prayer  of  This  petition  be  granted  for  the  reasons 
Therein  ^[entio^ed  and  That  The  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  accordingly 

1  Rich'  Waldron  Cler  Con. 

August  y^  29'^  1722 
In  the  hou^eof  Representatives,  read  and  lies  for  Consideration 
August  the  35"''     Inthe  house  of  Representatives  read  and  Concurred 
with   Provided  they  keep  a  Schoole  for  readin.g  and  writing  ^;  Arith- 
metic 

James  Jetfrey 

Clerk  Assembly 


Select nic}i  oj  Dover  s  petition  and  votes  thereon. 
Pro.  N.  Ilamp 

To  the  Honourable  The  Lieu-  Governour  and  Command"  in 
chief  of  said  Province  and  to  the  Hon"''  y"  Council  and  house 
of  Representatives  convened  in  General  xVssembly. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Dover  humbly  ShcvjeiJi 

That  whereas  v'  late  bridge  over  Lamprey  river  has  been 
carryed  away  by  a  freshet  tor  want  of  a  linn  foimdation  and  a 
passage  over  that  river  being  so  necessary  and  useful  Especially 
at  this  tinie 

We  Therefore  niost  Irunbly  pray  that  a  Committee  ]May  be 
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^J/ 


appointeil  io  view  the  said  river  and  the  landiiif^'S  on  Each  side 
iu  oi  dcr  to  finding  a  more  con\-enicnt  piacc  to  build  anew  so  as 
to  prevent  the  like  ^Misfortune  w'"'  \'' former  and  Make  a  report 
of  their  doings  at  y'  next  JSessions  and  yo"  petition'"  Shall  ever 
pray  iKic 

Rich  '  Waldkox       ] 
Benj^  Wentv.'outh  ,-  Selectmen 
June  i''  1 7-3-  Nicolas  Harford    J 

In  Coun  June  i'-  17-3. 
Voted  That  Six  InditTerent  Persons  be  chosen  a  Committee  To  ,-ur\-ey 
lamprey  River  and  Report  to  His  Honour  the  Lieu'  Gov  and  Council 
as  soon  as  convenie'ncv  Avill  permit  y-  Most  commodius  place  for  build- 
ing a  brid.i^e  a  Cross  said  River  and  that  Co!"  Walton  M'  Ew'  Ayres  & 
Mr.  Benj-'  Thomas  be  thr?e  of  y'  Cnmmittee  to  Joyn  w''  y  Genilcnien 
wliom  y  house  shr.ti -appoint 

Rich  Vv'aldron,  Cler  Con. 

Eoden  Die     In  t'.ie  hou'^e  of  Representatives 

Voted  a  Concurrence  \vith  the  above  vote  (-with  this  Proviso)  v'  y- 
Petitioner^  P'J.v  y  Char.^es  of  the  Comittee  v.v.d  that  Cell  Peter  W'eare 
Coll  John  Piaistov,-  E<q'  and  y-  W"  r'.Iore  be  three  of  y  Comittee  fory" 
end  afores^ 

James  Jeffrey  CI'  Ass''-. 


Petition  and  co?nplaint  against  Richard  JTaldrou  Esq. 

Pro'.-ince  of      ■) 
Ne^^v  Hampshire/ 

To  His  Excellency  William  Burnet  Esq"  Governour  and  Com- 
ander  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  ^laj-"'  Province  of  Xew 
Hampshire  &c  and  to  the  Hon'-''  His  ^Nlajesticb  Council  for 
said  Province 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  s'^ 
Pro\-ince  Most  humbly  Shcvscth  That  divers  of  your  Pet'' 
for  uDwards  of  Forty  years,  others  for  Thirty,  have  been  Set- 
led  upon  a  certain  Tract  or  Xeck  of  Land  in  Dover  in  the 
Province  afores '  being  duly  put  into  possession  thereof  by  the 
Freel'.olders  of  s'  Town  as  by  their  \'otes  will  appear;  all 
wdiich  time  was  partlv  spent  in  Subduing  the  Indian  Enemy 
and  partly  in  Subduing  and  Cultl\ating  the^vild  Land  so  given 
and  granted  to  them,  That  after  such  a  length  of  time  when 
your  Petitioner  had  with  much  blood  and  Labour  reduced  the 
Former  to  reason,  and  the  latter  to  profit,  and  expected  to  en- 
jov  the  wSweet  of  all  their  Encounters  and  pains  in  the  year 
1 719  Richard  Waldron  Esq"  as  Adm'  to  the  Estate  of  his 
Father  Richard  Waldron  formerly  of  a '  Dover  Esq'  dec'ed 
brought  his  action  against  your  Petitr'  and  others  ibr  the  Re- 
covery of  one  ;^,Ioiety  of  said  Xeck  of  Land  pretending  one 
half  thereof  was  granted  to  liiai  b\-  the  Selectmen  of  that 
Town  so  long  ago  as  the   5'^^   of  the  io'''''"Month    1652  and  the 
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Other  half  to  William  Furbur  and  others,  whereas  it's  Evident 
from  the  Votes  of  s'  Town  many  years  after  tluat  W  iiluim  Fur- 
bur  ar.d  the  whole  Town   Esteemed  that  Grant  \vhen  the  said 
Town  was  under  the  Massachusetts  Government  of  no  Validity 
For  the   s^   William   Furbur  in  1693-4  attests  to  \  otes  and 
Grants  of  tlie  Freeholders  of  Dover  afores*'  of  part  and  parcels 
of  the  s  =  Land  ;   however  at  a  Superior  Court  the  s"   W  aldron 
Recovered  the  s'  ^ioietv  and  upon  an  appeal  before  the  FIoiv'^<^ 
the  Lieut.  Governor  and   Council   the   appellants  making  De 
fault  the  Judgement   of  die  Supenor   Court  \vas    Confirmed; 
the  reason  of  such  Default  is  easilv  accounted  for  so  that  by  s'' 
Tudcrement  the  s'^  Waldron  was  to  hold  in  Common  one  Moiety 
of  s^^  Neck  vv'ith  y^  Pef^  and  others  :    That  some  time  atter  the 
s'l  Waldron  brought  his   writ   of  Partition  'to   hold  his  par_t  in 
Severaltv.  and  accordinglv  the  13'''  dav  of  April   172S   a  Jury 
went  on'th:-  s'  Neck  and   divided  the    same,  giving   the  upper 
part  thereof  to  s^  Waldron  and  your  Pet^^  the  lower  halt  where 
their  Settlem'"  Orcharrls  and  Livprovements  were  made,  as  by 
their  retu-n  under  their  hands  and  Seals  will  appear,  which  was 
mostequaL\;  just,  .^c  virtually  agreingwith  the  Judgementot  the 
Hon"-  -  the  Lieut.  Governour  and  Council  upon  the  appeal  that  the 
s'*  Vv\aI':!ron  might  not  be  profited  by  your  Pet'-  buil-dings  ;  ^but 
the  s''  Waldron'^being  thus  in  part  defeated  of  his  Expectation, 
by  management  under  the  colour  of  Law  <S;  practice,  but  not 
warra;ited  bv  either,  as  upon  a  r.earing  before  your  Excellency 
and  lion"  will  evidently  appear,  procured  another  Jury  in  Sep- 
temberFoUowing  to  make'the  Division  De  Novo,  who  without 
making  themselves  acquainted  with   the  Tract  and  the  Survey 
thereot^  as  the  Former  Jury  had  done,  at  once  and  without  any 
trouble  Confirmed  the  Divisional   lines   the   Former  Jury  had 
made    and    Established    the    Same,  but   gave    the   lower   ha_lf 
where  Stood  vour  Petr'  Houses  Barns  Orchards   and   all  their 
clear  Land  to  s'^  Waldron  and  gave  them  the  upper  halt  which 
the  Former  fury  had  '/wen  to  Waldron  so  that  your  Pet"^  after 
upwards  of  thirtv  vears  labour  and  the  Expence  of  much  blood 
and  the  sweat  of  their  Brows  are  thereby  with  their  wives  and 
Children  drove  into  the  wild  wilderness,  and   all  this  so  done 
under  the  Shew  of  Justice  and  Equity  within  a  civilized  Gov- 
ernment. ,  T-        1 
Your  Pet''  therefore  persua.le   themselves  trom  your   Excel- 
lencies Superior  and  m.ost  distinguishable  abilities  and  vertues, 
and  from  the  Experienced  Justice  and  Equity  seated   in  Your 
Excellencvand  Hoa"\  tliat  they  shall  have  a  short  day  assigned 
them,  to  be  heard  bv  their  Council  on   the   premises,  and  that 
thev  shall  receive   Such  redress  and   relief  as  to   Law  Justice 
and  Equity  shall  appertain 
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And  the  Pet"^  ns  in  duty  bovind  will  ever  pi'iw  Arc 

Elisjia  Clark 
James  Wellmet 
April  4*''  1 7^:9.  Howard   Henderson 

Joseph  Caxxe 
Abigail  Blackston 


Petition   of  tJie   I>iiiah.    of  the  jV.  I£.  pari  of  Dover  for  a 

Parish. 

To  his  Excellencv  William  Burnet  E?qr.  Capudn  Genera! 
and  Governoiir  in  Chelf  in  and  over  his  Majesties  province  of 
New  Han:ip'  the  Honourable  his  Majesties  Council  ;i:vd  the 
Representatives  of  the  s"^  province  in  General  Assembly  Con- 
vened 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  North 
East  part  of  the  Town  of  Dover,  humbly  she-.vcth — That  the 
Dwellir,-;-  places  of  vo"  Petitioiiers  are  at  a  gTeat  distance  from 
the  houses'  of  the  Public  Worship  of  God  in  the  Town  of 
Dover  v,-here  your  Petitioners  live  by  v/hich  their  attendance 
thereon  is  rendered  verv  d;tKcultmore  especially  to  the  v;omen 
and  cuiidren  of  their  families  and  that  in  tl;e  A\  inter  Season 
and  in  vStormy  vreather  So  y'  they  cannot  pay  that  Honour 
and  Worship  to  God  in  publick  as  it  is  their  hearts  desire  they 
could,  therefore  for  the  advancing  the  Interest  of  Religion  and 
for  the  Accomodation  of  yo'  Petitioners  It  is  humbly  prayed 
by  them  that  Your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Assembly 
-vvill  please  to  sett  them  ofl"  as  a  Parrish  for  the  Maintaining  the 
Public  worship  of  God  amongst  themselves  and  tliat  tliey  be 
dismiss'd  from  the  Town  of  Dover  as  to  the  Supporting  of  the 
Settled  Minister  there.  And  that  the  Bounds  of  that  their  Parish 
may  begin  at  the  Gulfs  a  place  so  called  atCochecho  river,  and 
from  thence  to  run  to  Varney's  Hill  and  from  thence  die  Town 
bounds  o\\  a  North  West  point  of  the  Compass  A:  Your  Peti- 
tioners Shall  ever  Pray  as  in  duty  bound  &c 

Paul  Wentworth  John  Roberts 

Thomas  Alden  Samuel  Randall 

Elazar  Wver?  Samuel  Coben 

Lowe  Roberts  ?  Ricker 

Jeremiah  Rawiings  Ephraim  Ricker 

Silvanu.^  Nock  Jos  Rick,^- 

James  Haies  Joshua  Roberts 

Thomas  Hobbs  lohn  Ilal! 

William  Strel.>y.'  Moses  Tebbets 

Geori^e  Ricker"  William  Downs 

Tho' "Downs  John  Tebbets 

Philip  Yetten  Benj'=-  Peirce 

Thomas  Nock  Mahonan  Recker 
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Ziicheriah  Nock  Thornns  Tebbets 

rhilip  Stacpoie  Benjamin  Stanton 

Thomas  Miller  Elje-  Wentworth 

Nath    Perkiiis  Jun.  Samiic!  Jones 

Samuel  Roberts  Joseph  Pency 

Benjamin  \\'amouth  Philip  Pappon 

John  Conyer?  Jemes  Gupev 

WilamChesle?  Josiah  Clark 

Joseph  Hu'=ej  John  Mason 

Ichabd  Tebbets  Benjamin  Twomble 

James  Stacpole  '  William  Jones 

Benj-'  \'arne}-  Daniel  Plumer 

Ebenezer  Garland  Jabez  Garland 

Samuel  Do^vns  Hugh  Connor 

Richard  Wintworth  Job  Clements 

Joseph  \Vint\- orth  John  Roberts 

John  Connor  Edward  Ellis 

Tho'  \\'a!Iingford  Samuel  .Vlly 

Mori-  Mobiis  William  Tompson 

April  the  ^j-'  1729     In  the  house  of 

In  the  hou>e  ot  P^epresentati'/es.     Ti^.e  \\'ithin  Petition  being  read 
Voted  tlie  Petitioners  serve  that  part  ot' the  Town  of  Dover  that  thev 

Desir'd  to  be  set  oli  from  with  a  Copy  of  thi-  Petition  toappeare  at  the 

General  Assembly  Wednesday  next   the  Show  Cause  (if  the  can)  why 

the  prayer  of  the  Petition  Should  not  be  Granted 

In  Council  Eod-'  die 

Read  ana  Conci.iTed  with 

R.  Waldron  Cler  Con 


Petition  of  Eleazer    Weare  in   behalf  of  Inhab'^-  of  N.  E. 

part  oj  Dover. 
To   His   Excellency  William    Buniit  Esq''  Goven'"   and  Com-. 
marider  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  ^lajesties  Province  of  New 
Hamp"  .S:  to  tiie  Honourable  the   Coinicil  and   Representa- 
tives in  Gen'  Assembly  convened. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Elenzer  Weare  In  the  behalf  of  the 
Inhabituats  of  the  North  East  part  of  the  Town  of  Dover 
S/icz-:cth 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  afores'^  North  East  part  of 
the  Town  of  Dover  upon  their  Petition  by  them  Subscribed 
presented  to  yoiu"  Excellency  and  to  the  Plonourable  Assembly 
that  the}'  might  be  set  otT  as  a  Separate  Parish  did  obtain  an 
order  that  their  Petition  Should  be  heard  on  W'ednesdav  the 
Ninteenth  day  of  Aj)ril  last  and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Parish  of  Dover  should  be  notified  to  attend  the  Same  on  the 
s''  day,  yet  so  it  happetis  that  the  s"'  dav  is  past  and  vet  the  In- 
habitants of  Dover  not  notified  nor  anv  h.earing  of  the  s'^  Peti- 
tion had.  Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  that  _vuur  Excel- 
lency and  this  Honourable  Assembly  would  please   to  appoint 
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a  Day  that  so  the  afores-^  Petition  Mav  be  heard  and  that  the 
I  own  of  Dover  be  notified  to  make  answer  it"  any  Your  Pe- 
titioner shall  sh.all  ever  pray  as  in  duty  bound 

TN  ,  r  Eleazer  Wyer 

Dover  i  May,  17-9 

In  the  House  of  Representatives— 

Voted  That  the  prayer  of  this  perition  be  granted  &  the  Tov.n  of 
S°th  '  p'.  v'^'^f  ""^  ^'f  petitioners  Serving-  th^e  Selectmen  witr  a  C  opy 
of  the  Petition  cV  that  the  Town  be  Directed   to   Send   some   rer.on  or 

pra;    of  the  .'  Petition  should  not  be  granted  ic'  to  appear  tlie   Ei--hth 
the  becond  day  ot  the  bitting  of  next  Gen'  Ass"^  Pi        ^ 

May  I--  1-29  James  Jeffrey  C!^  Ass°' 

In  Council  Mav  2'^ 
Read  &  Concurr'd 

R.  Waidron  Cler.  Con. 


Petition  of  Paid  Gcrrlsh  and_  others   of  Dover,  rclatiucr  to 
Jrauds  a)ui  forgeries.  '^ 

To  the   Honourable  John  \Veut\vorth  Esq^  L'-  GoV   Comind^ 
In  Lhiet  m  and  over  His  Majestys  Province  of  Xew  HcMiip- 
shn-e     To  the  Hon"---  the  Council   and   House  of  Represen- 
tatives convened  in  General  Assembly  for  Said  Province 
The  humble  Petition   of   Paul   Gerri^h   of   Dover  in    Xew 

Hamp^«  aforesaid  and  several  of  the  principal   Inhabitants  of 

said  lown 

Most  humbly  Sheweth  That  f-.r  the.e  tAvo  vears  last  past  the 
said  Paul  Gernsh  has  been  Clerk  of  the  said'  Town  of  Dover 
and  since  the  books  of  the  said  Town  have  been  in  the  ^aid 
Gernsh's  hands,  he  has  discovered  a  Great  deal  of  Corruption 
(or  forgery  as  he  apprehends  acted  and  done  in  the  said  books) 
as  he  supposes  by  those  persons  (or  their  permission)  whose 
hands  they  formerly  have  been  in,  and  that  said  principal  In- 
habitants of  said  Town  are  Stil  of  opinion  that  there  are  now 
through  the  ill  actions  formerly  done  a  great  many  forced 
grants  stil  produced  and  bro't  to  the  lot  layers  of  said  Town  to 
be  laid  out  who  with  great  reason  suspecting  them  refuse  to  lay 
them  out  and  on  their  refusal  those  persons  who  have  '^ot  those 
grants  apply  to  the  next  Town  Lot  lav^'  who  lav  such  ^rants 
out,  whereby  the  Town  of  Dover  is  'very  great!  v  dam'^iined 
and  set  m  confusion  and  if  some  remedv  cannot  be  found  out 
ior  their  reliet  will  be  almost  ruin'd— Thev  Therefore  most 
huml^iy  Pray  That  yo^  Hon^  and  the  Gen'  Assem  will  take  the 
premises  under  your  mature  Consideration  and  make  such 
II 
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orders  thereupon  as  may  (if  possible)  rectify  tlie  horrible  In- 
justice that  his  been  clone  the  Town  by  such  false  entr\  s  and 
Etlectually  prevent  the  Confusion  which  the  Town  will' other- 
wise unavoidably  be  in  and  yo''  petition'^  as  in  duty  bound  shall 
ever  pray  <S:c 
Dec'  I  ^'^  1729 

Paul  Gerrish  David  Watson 

Paul  Wentrworth  .Hobs 

John  Caimie  Tho^  Alden 

John  Walciron  •     Joseph  Conner 

John  Waldron  Jun""  Daniel  Goodin 

Ezra  Kimbal  \V™  Styles 

John  Ilamnriock  Sam'  Dam 

James  Chesiey  Sam'  Styles 

Eph"  Vy'ennvorth  John 

W'"  Forst  Nath'  Varny 

W"'-  Welland  Eleaz''  Wyer 

Eben'"  Varney  £!■■  Wyar'jun'' 

Eben'  Varney  Jun''  Sylv-  Nock 

Thorn'  Pinkham  James  Hobs 

Nath'  Young  Thorn-*  Wallineford 

Israel  Hogsdan  Eben''  Wertworth 

Mark  Gyles  Eben-  Garland 

Tob*  Hanson  Jun''  Sam'  Jones 

Edward  Ellis  Josh-^  Robo'-ts 

Gersh"'  W'entAvorth  Jun.  John  Thompson 

Israel  Ho-'.sden  Jon''  '^lervow 

Tri^t  Cotiin  James  Guppy 

Benj-*  Hanson  Nath'  Perkins 

^Sloses  Winget  John  Rickar 

Tho^  Millit  Eph-  Rickar 

John  Young  George  Rickar 

Rich'  Plumer  Gersh"^  Wentworth 

Jos  Hanson  Jun''  ■     Sam'  Wentworth 

Tob"  Hanson  John  \v'entworth 
True  Copv 

Rich'  V.'aldron  Cler.  Con. 
In  the  House  of  Ps.epresen^"*''  Dec.  16  ij2cj. 

The  annexed  Petition  of  the  Town  Clerk  of  Dover  and  others  of  said 
OAvn  was  read  and 

Voted  Thereon,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Town  of  Dover  for  the 
time  being  be  hereby  prohibited  entering  any  of  tliose  old  Comittee 
Grants  that  are  Suspected  not  to  be  legally  obtained  and  to  enter  only 
such  Grants  a«  have  or  m.ay  be  allowed  by  said  Town  orthe  Select  Men 
thereof  until  the  next  Siting  of  the  General  Assembly  and  that  there  be 
a  Comittee  chosen  by  the  Gen-  Assembly  to  go  to  the  Town  Clerk  for 
the  Time  being  who  is  hereby  required  to  shew  unto  such  Committee 
such  Entrys  Matters  and  tilings  as  he  or  any  of  the  Said  Town  suppose 
to  be  done  by  ill  practice  and  the  said  Comiiiittee  shall  by  Virtue  hereof 
summon  before  them  all  such  persons  that  can  give  any  light  in  Ex- 
plaining any  m.ntters  or  things  they  uiay  see  occasion  to"  Examine  for 
discovery  of  tn:th  and  detecting  such  vile  practices  and  to  give  such 
person  or  persons  their  oaths  and  to  make  returns  of  their  doin<3-s 
tlierein  to  the  General  Assembly  next  session 
■  And  that  Nath'  Weare  Esqr.  a'nd  Theo'"  Atkinson  E>q"  be  a  Commit- 
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tee  of  ihis  House  to  Joyn  such  as  shall  be  appointed  above  for  that  end 
and  that  the  Petitioners  pay  the  Charges 

James  Jeffrey  Cler  Assm 

In  Council  Dec'  iS'''  i'j2<) 

Read  and  Concurr'd  and  Joth  Odiorne  &  Henry  Sherburne  Esq'^  ap- 
pointed for  the  Service  above 

Richd.  Waldron  Cler  Con. 
True  Coov  Examined, 

Rich'i  Waldron  Cler  Con— 

Province  of} 
New  Hamp  / 

"VVe  whose  name;  are  underwritten  beinj^  of  the  Comittee  for  the 
Ends  within  mentioned  have  been  at  Dover  c^  upon  a  Strict  enquire  of 
all  persons  that  v%'e  tho't  or  suspected  could  give  us  any  Information  as 
also  we  haveing  searched  the  Town  Book  do  report  thereon  as  foliow- 
eth  we  do  finde  by  the  s'  Town  book  that  great  forgery  &  fraud  hath 
been  used  ^i:  frequently  practiced  by  Entering  grants  Many  }-ears  back 
in  the  Inter  Spaces  of  the  Book  &  "that  the  Book  hath  often  been  ex- 
posed ,n;  Lay  open  to  many  persons  to  enter  what  Grants  they  saw- 
proper  therein  iN;  that  we  found  many  of  the  s'-  Originall  Grants  in  the 
former  Town  Clerks  hand  which  appeared  to  us  to  be  fraudulent  X  Deceit- 
ful which  have  been  Entered  in  s'  bookas  afore*''  —  that  Great  Qiuintities 
of  Land  hath  been  Laid  out  by  Virtue  of  the -s'  Grants  by  whicii  we  Im- 
agine The  Tov.-n  hath  been  Striped  of  at  Lea=t  fifteen  Thous''  pounds 
worth  of  Land  as  wittness  our  hand  this  24-''  March  1720-30. 

JOTIXAM    OdTORXE  "| 

Hex  Sherburxe  vComtee 

Theodore  Atkinson"  J 

Report  about  Dover  T^ozvn  Book.  .  . 

Whereas  the  Generall  Assembly  of  this  his  Maj'  Province  upon  read- 
ing the  report  of  the  Comittee  formerly  appointed  by  s'  Assembly  to 
Examine  Dover  Town  book:  Vv'ee  whose  names  are  hereunto  Sub- 
scribed were  appointed  by  the  Gen"'  Assembly  to  make  a  more  exact  & 
particular  inquiry  into  the  Seve''  Grants  A:  returns  in  s'',Book  supposed 
to  be  Vicious  Jc  Corrupt  as  pr.  s'  Vote  of  the  30'''  of  Decem"^"  1730  will 
apperr  >i:  having  Strictly  examined  s''  Town  Books  5:  files  as  alsoe  the 
the  former  Town  Clerk  ^v  other  Persons  from  whom  we  could  receive  any 
Insight  or  Information  cC  Do  report  that  all  the  Grants  i:  returns  m.en- 
tioaed  in  this  report  we  Imagine  to  be  fraudulent  Corrupt  ^:  Vicious  for 
the  reasons  mentioned  with  Each  record  herein  recited  as 

i'  In  the  old  Book  Page  (i-O)  a  grant  niade  in  the  lo-'^  of  the  11'^ 
month  (59)  ,S:  A  return  made  &  ent'red  by  Cap-'  Tho*  Tibbets  the  Late 
Clerk  A:  in  a  space  amongst  the  record'  m.ade  many  years  before  he  was 
Clerk  iSc  the  time  of  his  recording  it  was  entered  with  the  s''  Grant  Jc  re- 
turn &  aftenvard  era^^ed^^the  Clerk  acknoudedged  he  recorded  it,  beside 
we  viewed  the  originall  Os:  finde  it  all  of  one  hand  and  sighning 

2'^"  In  the  Xew  book  Page  (9)  a  grant  made  by  a  Committee  whereqf 
William  Furbur  was  Clerk  for  60  acres  of  Land  made  to  the  reverend 
Mr.  John  Pike  Dated  the  23^  June  1701,  k.  confirmed  by  the  Town  the 
23'  march  1702  This  Capt  Tho*  Tibbets  swears  he  doth  not  know  how 
it  came  upon  record  ^:  that  Doctor  Pike  had  been  vvdth  him  to  get  the 
s*  Grant  ic  recorded  but  he  refused  to  Enter  it  beingas  he  belic/ed  not 
good.  Notwithstanding  'tis  ent'red  in  a  Vacancy  Left  in  s'  book  for- 
merly &  in  a  Different  hand  from  the  records  of  that  Time  .k  some  ob- 
literatio.ns 
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3'  in  s'^  Book  Page  (16)  a  grant  made  by  s-  Comittee  for  (30)  acres 
of  Land  to  Caj)'  Tho'  Tibbets  on  the  3'  of  June  1701  because  enfred  by 
Capl  Tibbets  .-on  S.nn'  as  he  himself  Declares  upon  oath  amon.L^st  the 
records  made  by  Cap'  Tuttle  &:  we  observed  that  the  Date  of  the  record, 
in  the  same  page  both  before  c^c  after  were  in  the  year  (1694)  but  we 
could  not  obtain  any  original!. 

4'^  In  page  19  a  grant  made  to  Xich''  Harrison  for  (60)  acres  on  the 
19"'  1693-4  k  confirmed  by  the  Town  In  the  month  of  April  foUovring 
Ent'red  in  a  Space  amonjist  the  records  made  by  Cap-  Tuttle  i;  not  in 
his  hand  and  Differing  from  his  s'  Tuttles  method 

5"*  In  y  (27"')  a  grant  made  by  s'  Comittee  to  Cap'-  Sam'  Tibbets  in 
the  year  1694  recorded  in  an  unusuall  hand  lV'  crowded  in  a  \'acancy 
amongst  tlie  records  the  originall  Sam'  Carle  Swears  he  had  of  one 
Burnham  iS:  Cap'  Tho=  Tibbets  Swears  he  refused  to  record  it  believing 
it  not  to  be  good  yet  we  fmd  it  recorded 

6  Page  (32;  a  Grant  made  to  Xath'  Tibbctts  for  30  acres  Dated  the 
II--  April  i6._}4  by  s'  Comittee  >S:  Confirmed  the  16' >  of  the  same  month 
by  the  Tov,-n  Crowded  in  between  Tuttles  record  in  an  unusual!  hand 
lV  b*-  the  originall  it  appears  that  Furbur  the  Cleri-i  of  the  Comittee's 
name  neither  wrote  or  spelt  as  he  used  to  Do  i:  the  grant  i;  contirma- 
tion  of  the  same  hand  writing 

7--'  ^  In  Page  (57-)  Grant  to  Francis  Pittsnan  by  Tb.e  Town  of  April 
the  6"''  170J  for  forty  acres  crowded  in  with  Tuttle's  records  in  an  unu- 
sual! hand  Tho-^  Tibbets  Swears  that  he  doth  not  know  weither  he  re- 
corded it  or  not  but  that  he  did  enter  some  Grants  i  returns  in  Cap' 
Tuttles  vacancy  in  =-  book 

8'-''  In  Page  (62)  June  the  23''  1701  a  grant  bv  s'  Comittee  to  Jere- 
miah Barnum  for  50  acres  ent'red  in  one  of  Tuttles  VacaT-.cvs  v\:  by"Tib- 
bets  himself  as  he  swears  but  tis  not  signed  bv  anv  Clerk. 

9'''  In  Pa-^e  (75)  June  23''  1701  a  grant  to 'Xath-  Landers  bv  the  s' 
Committee  ^S:  Entred  by  Tibbets  in  t'ae  Bottom  of  a  Leaf  -witti  Tuttle 
records  as  appears  by  the  hand  writing  5c  his  acknowledgement  ^:  the 
Different  Inck  5c  the  originall  appears  not  to  be  the  writing  of  Furbur 
the  Cierk  of  tlie  Comittee  which  we  rec'd  t'rom  Tibbets 

ID'*'  Page  (76)  grant  to  Roger  Vose  tor  Three  score  acres  of  Land  & 
meadow  bv  s'  Comittee  the  19-''  march  1693-4^^'  confirmed  by  the  Town 
the  2 'April  1694  crowded  in  among-t  Tuttles  Entries  in  ii  Different 
hand  and  different  Collerd  Inck  from  the  Entry  before  .i  after 

II'''  85'"  Page  grant  to  Eli  Dimerrest  for  30  acres  of  Land  the  11'" 
April  1694  ..^-  Confirmed  the  i6-'^  April  1694  Tibbets  acknov.-ledges  he 
eatrcd  in  a  Vacancy  Left  by  Tuttle  since  he  was  Clerk 

12'-  91  Pa  ire  a  grant  by  the  s'  Comittees  to  John  Tuttle  ^'  Ezek- 
"SVentwortli  for  3r)  ucres  of  Land  by  s'  Comittee  June  2;^^  1701  entred 
by  Cap'  Tibb-jr-  at  the  Bottom  of  'tuttles  entres  not  Confirmed  bv  the 
Town  nor  signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Comittee  for  Town. 

^3"'  93'  i'^o'i  ^  grant  to  Jere  Barnum  for  40  acres  april  ii''^  1694 
crowded  in  at  the  Bottom  of  Tuttle's  record  i:  supposed  to' be  Vicious  it 
being  in  an  unusuall  hand  v/riting 

14  Page  94  a  grant  by  s'  Comittee  for  40  acres  to  Jere  Barnum  i:  not 
confirmed  by  the  Town  This  Tibbets  L'pon  oath  says  he  recorded  in  a 
Vacancy  of  Tuttle>  record  about  7  years  since 

ij^'i  Page  95  a  gran*-,  made  by  the  s^  Comittee  to  Tho-  Roberts  the 
II'"  April  1694  ic  confirmed  the  iG"-  April  following i:v,-e  find  the  Grant 
was  made  to  Tho-  Roberts  Tertius  v.-hich  i-^  Left  out  in  the  record  ^:  Tib- 
betts  swears  he  entred  it  himself  James  Hanson  swears  he  got  the  orig- 
inall of  Eben''  Young  who  told  him  s''  Han-on  if  he  wo'uld  get  it  re- 
corded he  should  have  half  of  it  and  accordin«-lv  the  s''  Hanso'^n  swears 
he  went  to  Cap=  Tibbets  i;  -ave  him  T-.vo  gaif-  rum  oc  ord-'"  Abner 
"^  oung  to  pay  him  Twenty  Siiillings  in  money  for  recording  it 
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16  Pcige  (i->S)  £fiMnted  by  s'  Comittee  fifty  acres  to  Rich'^  Husey  & 
Confirmed  rhc  16  april  1694  crowded  among'  Tuttles  writing  in  an  iin- 
usuall  hand  DilTcrent  Couliord  Inck. 

17  Page  loi  granted  to  Abraham  Clark  tiie  23'  Tune  1701  Sz  Con- 
firmed the  6''  ot'  April  1702  Tibbets  swears  he  recorded  about  Tliree 
years  since  &  the  s^  Clark  swears  that  Mi?hack  Drew  ^:  William  Hill 
asked  him  about  that  time  if  he  would  sell  him  his  grant  of  Land  if  they 
could  finde  it  upon  record  Sc  promised  them  they  should  have  itic  some 
time  after  they  told  him  it  was  recorded  6c  then  bargained  with  him  for 
Ten  pounds  cS:  about  this  Time  the  s'' Clark  asked  Cap-  Tibbets  if  he  had 
any  Grant  cV  lie  Told  him  he  did  not  love  to  enter  such  falce  things 

iS''^  103  Page  a  grant  by  s''  Comittee  to  Pumphret  W'hitehouse  June 
23  1703  for  50  acres  entred  amon:r-->t  Tuttles  records  \:  Tibbets  he  re- 
corded it  himself  and  by  the  original  it  appears  not  to  be  furburs  writ- 
ing it  being  ditferent  from  his  hand  &;  his  name  not  spelt  right 

19  Page  104  a  grant  b}'  s'^  Comittee  for  50  acres  of  the  19''''  of  March 
1693-4  confirmed  the  ii''-  of  april  1694  made  to  Bryant  Higgins  This 
Tibbets  swears  he  recorded  amongst  Tuttles  records  ^  that  Tho"  Davis 
Ero't»to  him  about  5  years,  past  to  have  it  recorded 

20  Page  105  a  grant  by  s'^  Comittee  to  Rob'  Allen  in  the  year  1701 
&  confirm.ad  6'-  april  170J  for  40  acres  Tibbets  .^■'.vears  he  recorded 
amongst  Tuttles  records  about  four  years  past. 

21  Pai^e  113  II-'-  1701  a  Grant  by  s'^  Comittee  for  40  acres  of  Land 
Tills  Tibbets  swears  he  entered  about  5  or  6  years  since  iS;  in  a  Vacancy 
in  Tuttles  Entries  the  original  appears  to  be  altered  i:  not  writ  by  Fur- 
bur  the  Clerk  it  differing  Both  in  writing  a:  spelling. 

■2Z  Page  120  June  3''  1701  granted  by  >>■''  Comittee  to  George  Cheslcy 
&  Contirmed  by  the  23^  >Iarch  1702 — 50  Acres  ot  Land  entred  by  Tib- 
bets as  he  svvears  abou;  5  years  Si:ice  lV  the  originali  it  appears  that  the 
Grant  Cs;  Confirmation  to  be  both  of  one  hand  lV  }'ec  neither  Furbur's 
nor  Tuttles  \vriting. 

23  Page  130  In  the  year  1699  6c  no  Day  nor  month  a  grant  made  by 
the  .Select  men  to  Jo' Jenkms  40  acres  which  Tibbets  Swears  he  Entred 
himself  i  a'.nongst  Tuttles  records  &  swears  he  signed  the  originali 
not  as  a  Select  man  but  as  a  witness  he  remembering  the  grant  to  haie 
bee.n  made  about  the  year  above  s'^  which  Induced  him  to  v.-rite  the 
Grant  \:  record  it. 

24  Page  131  April  11'^  1694  Granted  by  s'^  Comittee  to  Joseph 
Smith  Jun'  cc  Confirmed  the  16  ■'  Day  of  April  i6''-  April  1694  Tibbets 
swears  he  recorded  amongst  Tuttles  records  ic  that  the  original  was  al- 
tered &:  obliterated  before  he  entred  it  from  (>o  acres  to  40  acres 

26  132  Page  granted  June  23''  1701  by  the  Committee  afores*^  30 acres 
to  Xath-  Pittman  Tibbets  entred  amongst  Tuttles  record  about  5  or  6 
years  since  li'  t'le  original  appears  not  to  be  Furburs  writing  Sc  much 
Interlined 

27  Page  136  June  23'^  1701,  granted  by  s*^  Comittee  to  John  Rand 
forty  acres  of"  Land  which  is  not  Confirined  by  this  Town  This  Tib- 
bets Entred  lo-''  Tuttles  records  about  5  or  6  years  since 

25  Page  139,  June  23-  1701,  a  grant  to  Joseph  Jenkins  by  said  Com- 
ittee    Tibbets  swears  he  entred  about  seven  years  ago 

29  Page  14-t  May  2S'"  1701,  a  grant  to  John  Pinkham  for  Twenty 
acres  the  original  appeari.ng  not  to  be  the  writing  of  the  said  Furbur  nor 
his  signing  liis  name  not  being  spelt  Right 

30  Page  147  April  11  1701,  a  grant  by  tlie  Comittee  to  John  Hanson 
for  60  acre.>  not  contirmed  by  the  Town  Xy  originali  neither  wrote  nor 
signed  by  the  Clerk. 

31  Page  149.  April  11  1694  granted  by  the  Comittee  to  Joseph  Joanes 
-to  acres  who  ^r.vs  that  he  had  the   o"igin:ill  from   Barnum  and  that  he 
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Got  It  allowed  by  the   Selectmen  since  ^^  hral  it  recorded  for  the  com- 
mon fees 

32  Pai,'e  157  a  grant  l\v  the  Ccniitteeof  the  ir'' April  1693-4  to  Rich- 
ard reiidall  for  30  acres  This  grant  Nath'  rendal!  Sv/ears  ho  had  of  13ur- 
num  ls:  Cap-  Tibbets  swears  he  recorded  it  but  the  originall  appears  not 
to  be  the  hand  writing  of  Furbur  nor  signed  by  him 

33  Page  (152)  June  2^'^  1701.  Granted  to  James  Davis  60  acres  of 
Land  Entred  by  Tibbetts  the  originall  grant  being  much  fnterlined  c^ 
scratched  Coll  Davis  say.s  upon  oat!\  that  Burnum  asked  him  wiiat  he 
should  give  him  for  a  grant  of  Land  &  s''  Da\-is  answered  he  knew  of 
no  Grant  but  whatv.-as  upon  record  J-c  that  his  son  Son-,e  time  aftervrent 
to  Burnum  ^;  got  th-:;  grant  and  carried  it  to  Capt.  Tibbets  to  record 

34'^'  Page  (^153)  granted  by  s''  Comittee  to  Sam'  Cliesiey  40  acres 
April  II,  i694butnGt  contirmed  Entree  by  Tibbets butthe  originall  not 
furburs  writing  nor  signing — 

35  Page  (154)  June  23''  1701  Granted  by  the  s'' Comittee  to  Rich- 
ard Clark  not  Confirmed  nor  wrote  nor  signed  b_\-  the  Clerk  of  s'^  Com- 
ittee 

36  Page  154 — April  I'l'  Day  1702  granted  at  a  Town  m.eeting  to  Sam' 
Perkins  30  acres  of  Land  the  originall  not  wrote  or  signed  by  the  Com- 
ittee 

37  Page  153  June  23'J  1701  granted  by  the  Comittee  to  Ely  Demer- 
ret  for  10  acres  under  the  same  Circumstances  as  the  above  grant  to 
Perkins 

38  Pag  155  June  23''  1701  granted  by  the  Comittee  to  Amos  Pink- 
ham  40  acres  not  confirmed  hv  the  To\vn  yS:  the  originall  not  'signed  hy 
tlie  Comittee  or  any  Clerk  ai-d  }-et  in  the  record  wiliin^  Furbur  is  En- 
tred as  Clerk. 

39  Page  155  June  23'  1701  a  grant  b_.  the  Comittee  to  James  Xute 
of  40  acres  not  v;votc  or  signed  by  P\irbur  the  Clerk 

40  Page  156  March  19'''  1693-4  '^  grant  by  s'^  Comittee  to  Tristram 
Heard  for  30  acres  Vicious  for  reasons  mentioned  in  James  Nutes  grant 
afores'' 

41  Page  157  May  2'"'  1701  granted  by  the  Comittee  to  Jo*  Ham  20 
acres  vicious  for  the  same  reasons 

42  Page  15S  April  11  1694  granted  by  the  Comittee  to  Rob' Hig- 
gins  30  acres  theoriginall  Interlined ^n:  oLherwise  vicious  for  the  reasons 
above  s'^ 

43  Page  15S  June  23'  1701  a  Grant  by  the  Comittee  to  Jo^h  Rich- 
ards for  6q acres  confirmed  the  23  March  1702  both  Grant  A:  Confirmation 
the  same  hand  i  neither  Furburs  nor  Tuttles 

44  Page  (158)  Ivlarch  29'"  1693-4  Granted  by  the  Comittee  to  Thomas 
Stevenson  Thirtv  Acres  of  Land  Vicious  because  not  signed  nor  wrote 
by  the  Clerk 

45  Page  (162)  June  22''-  1701  a  grant  by  the  Comittee  for  30  acres 
of  Land  to  W™  Hill  i:  Confirm.ed  the  23''  of  March  1702  because  inter- 
lined >S:  altered  cV  the  Grant  i  Confirmation  both  of  one  mans  writing 
Sc  neither  of  tliem  of  Furburs  or  Tuttles  writing 

46  Page  162  April  ii.  1694  a  Grant  to  John  Davis  by  the  Comittee 
for  30  acres  no  Confirmation  of  the  Town  S:.  not  of  Furbu^-s  writingnor 
Signing 

47  Page  124  Ju-ie  2T,-'''-  1701  a  grant  to  David  Kinckad  by  the  Com- 
ittee Sc  confirmed  tkt  6'-  April  1702  both  of  the  Same  hand  writing  & 
it  appearing  by  the  record-  that  the  s''  Kincad  had  a  grant  of  the  Same 
Date  i;  C^u^ntity  of  Land  recorded  before 

48  Page  164  March  19.  1693-4  a  Grant  made  by  the  Comittee  to 
Tho^  Drew  >5»;  Confirmed  the  2''  Day  of  April  1694  Tibbets  swears 
Mishack  Drew  bro'  t'^  Grant  to  him  to  record  but  Drew  Denies  he  ever 
carrvd  any  grant  to  him  to  record 
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.59  Pr._;e  165  M:\rchi9"'  1693-4  a  gi-ani  made  Lo  Elias  Cretchett  tor 
3  Scoro  acres  of  Land  not  Cf)nlir!>.icd  Because  \vrote  upon  a  new  p*  of 
paper  appears  to  have  been  cut  ofl'  Cvoni  a  p''  of  paper  on  v.'hich  we  lind 
a  Grant  made  to  Abraham  Banneck  Seven  years  after  the  Stamp  of  the 
paper  being  partelv  on  one  ti  partely  on  the  other  &  not  of  the 
Clerks  writing 

50  Page  165  June  2^^  1701  a  Grant  of  s'^  Comittee  to  Abraham  Ben- 
nick  wrote  on  the  p^  of  Paper  above  mentioned  li  wrote  by  the  Same 
except  the  Date  of  the  Grant  &  Some  few  words  besides 

51  _  June  23^  1701  In  Page  (167)  a  Grant  by  s'l  Comittee  to  Ichabod 
Rollings  for  50  acres  Confirmed  23'^  March  170;  beaiuse  not  Signed  by 
the  Comittee  nor  their  Clerk  &  by  the  Town  Clerk 

52  Page  121  A  grant  by  tlie  s'l  Comittee  for  30  acres  to  Nich''  Har- 
ford no  date  i;  the  Grant  iS;  Petition  for  s'-'  Grant  being  on  the  Same  p^ 
paper  cc  wrote  by  the  Same  hand  &  Dilfers  from  the  record  because  the 
record  i:=  Dated  i  the  originall  not 

53  Page  106  March  ly"'  1^93-4  ^  grant  by  Comittee  to  the  estate 
Joseph  Field  tor  10  acres  Conf.rmed  the  16  JVpril  1694  because  all  wrote 
by  one  hand  <5:  neither  of  them  the  Clerk  either  the  Comittee  or  the 
Town 

54  Paga  (  )  June  2y^  1701  a  grant  by  the  Comittee  to  Cap'  Tho' 
Tibbets  for  a  small  Gore  of  Land  The  originall  was  all  of  his  own 
writing  &  Furburs  namealsoe.S;  he  s'^  Tibbets  hath  Entredin  the  records 
a  Contirmation  of  the  Town  ,.^'  on  the  originall  there  is  no  Such  thing. 

We  alsoe  reporte  that  many  things  appear  Very  Dark  by  the  record 
which  we  have  omitted  because  wc  could  not  com.e  at  the  originall 
Grants  nor  nnde  any  particular  Information  about  them,  we  alsce  by 
Jarne-^  Barnums  ov.  n  oath  report  tliat  he  purchased  a  bundle  of  these 
Grants  from,  the  wido  of  the  s^  Furbur  the  CJerk  ^'  since  that  hath  ;old 
them  to  many  persons  iX  th.ey  have  got  them  recorded 
April  30  1731 

Hex  Sherbur.ve 
Nath^  V.'i;are 
Theo'^  Atkinson' 


Petition  of  Proprietors  of  Hilton  s  Pointy  Dover. 
To   his   Excellency  Jonathan    Belciier    Esqr.    Cap'  Gen'    and 
Commander   in  Chief  in  and   over  his   Maj""'^   Province  of 
New  Hampshire  to  the  hon' '""  the  Councill  and  house  of  Rep- 
resentatives Conven'd  in  Gen'  Assemblv 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  neck  of  Land 
in  the  Town  of  Dover  on  the  Point  Commonly  called  Hiltons 
Point  on  Dover  Neck  most  humbly  Sheweth  That  whereas  the 
hi^^h  way  from  Bloody  Point  ferry  Goes  through  the  said  neck 
of  Land  and  altho'  the  said  Neck  is  al  Fenced  up  ■  (onlv  the 
Rhcd  way)  whereby  the  Proprietors  by  reason  of  the  way  be- 
in^  open  the  proprietors  of  the  Said  neck  of  Land  can  have  no 
Beneht  thereof 

Therefore  y'  humble  Petitioners  Prayes  that  they  may  have 
an  act  to  empower  them  to  set  up  a  Gate  at  the  Entrance  into 
the  hi-jh  way  that  Leads  up  from  th.e  Waters  side  by  Cap^  Mil- 
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lets  o\or    huclebery  Ilil!  (as    Las  beeti  usual)  and  whereby  no 
obstruction  can  be  to   the   lliirh   way  and  y'  Petitioners   as   in 
Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray  <S:c 
April  the  3o"-'  1731. 

Thos  Millet 
Richard  Plumer 
Tho-^  Canney 
John  Clements 
Thonms  Tibbets 
Ephraini  Tibbets 
Joseph  Roberts 
Thomas  Roberts 
Otis  Pinkham 
In  Cond  May  3-  1731 

The  Petition  on  the  other  side  Read  and  ordered  that  the  Petitioners 
Serve  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dover  \v^^  a  Copy  of  the  s''  Peti- 
tion and  this  order  Tliat  they  may  appear  on  thursday  next  at  10 
o'clock.  A.  M.  to  Shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  Prayerof  the  said 
Petition  should  not  be  granted — and  ordered  to  be  sent  do'wn  for  Con- 
currence 

Rich'-  Waldron  Secretary 
Eodem  Die     In  rhe  House  of  Representatives 
The  above  order  read  i;  concurr'd  with 

James  JetTrey  Cle'^  Ass^" 
Cap-  Mathes  a  Select  man  of  Dover  appearing  i:  not  objecting 
In  Coun  Ma;.-  6  1731 

Voted  That  The  Prayer  of  the  w''-in  Petition  be  granted  and  that  the 
Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  In  his  bill  accordingly 

R.  Waldron  SecT 
May  6'^  1731     In  the  house  of  Representatives 
The  vote  of  the  Council  Read  i:  Concur'd 

James  Jeffrey  Cle""  Ass™ 


Petition  cj  Peo/'Ie  in  Dover  and  other  Tovjns  for  a  Tovun- 

sliip. 
To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher   Esqr.    Captain   General 

and  ComanJer  in  chief  ia  and  over  his  ]\Iajesties  Province  of 

New  Hampshire  in  New  England   and   to   the   Honourable 

His  ^lajesties  Council  for  s*  Province 

The  Plumble  Petition  of  divers  of  his  Alajcsties  Loyal  Sub- 
jects Residing  wi;hin  the  Province  aforesaid  Humbly 
shc-veth  d^at  whereas  tliere  is  a  co:is:derabie  Tract  of  land  very 
commodious  for  Seitlement  b.'ing  nigh  Winnepissocav  Pond 
and  we  the  Subscribers  Your  Humble  Petitioners  not  having  a 
competency  of  land  to  atrord  us  a  comfortable  Subsistance  Do 
Humbly  Pray  that  Your  Excellency  and  Honours  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  unto  us  the  Said  tract  of  land  for  a  townshdp 
consisting  of  such  flirnentions  ic  witli   such  limitations  restric- 
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ticns  5c  Ccr.Jitlons  as  you  in 
proper  and  your  Humble  Petit 
ever  prav 

Dover  Februarv  6'''  173--3 

Sam'  Emerson 
William  Twombly 
John  Horn 
William  Iian>ori 
Samuel  Car-ll 
Joseph  Hanson  Jun" 
John  Cook 
Sam'  \'ouns 
Nathan'  Garland 
Stephen  Otis 
-  JLaul  Hanson 
John  Canny  Jun'^ 
Ichabod  Kenny 
*  Joseph  Tebbet.s 
Joim  Demedy 
John  La_\  ton 
Sara'  Drown. 
Solomon  Drown 
Edv.-ard  Teob.-'-ts 
John  T'.vombly 
Joseph  E^tes 
Sam'  Crtrl!  Jun'' 
Nath'  Cnrll 
Beny'  Rrborts 
James  Bunker 
Thoma-,  Canny 
Benj^  Hanson  Jnn'" 
Benj^  Hanson 
Sam'-  S  mi  til 
Sara'  Smith  Tertius 
Timothy  Emmerson 
Daniel  Jav'obs 
James  Lav  ton 
Derry  Piit:rian 
John  Ta-ker 
John  Brown 
John  Roberts  Tertius 
Isaac  V/atson 
Timot.iy  Roberts 
Nicholas  Tattle 
John  Home  Junior 
James  Nute  Junior 
Benj'^  Eod':re 
Thomas  Miller 
Joseph  \'arney 
Tobias  Hanson 
Tobias  Hanson  Junior 
Isaac  Hanson 
John  Mcllons 
John  Hanson 
Benj^  Tcbbetts 
Paul  Tebbetts 


yui:r  great  v.'isdom    sliall   tb.ink 
loners   as   in  Duty   bound   bliall 


William  Stiles  Junior 

Moses  Varney 

James  Hoobs 

Ichabod  Hayes 

Zechariah  Nock 

Pomfret  Whitehouse  Jun'" 

Eenj"-  Ham 

Eleazer  I^Iam 

Benj^  Frost 

John  Garland 

William  Lord 

Sam'  Starboard 

Henry  lEll 

Nathan'  Lynn 

John  Pearl 

John  Tebbetts  Junior 

John  Tebbetts  Tertius 

John  Follitt  Junior 

Solomon  Perkins 

John  Hayes 

John  ILayes  Junior 

William  Whiteiiouse 

Bennedictu-.  Farr 

Thomas  Iiorne  Junior 

Ichabod  Home 

Sam'  Perkins 

Thomas  Layion 

Sam'  Chesley 

Solomon  Emmerson 

John  Daniel  Junior 

Joseph  Tebbetfs  Junior 

Nicholas  Mc-ader 

Sam^'  Meader 

Joseph  Richards  Jun. 

John  Roe 

Joseph  Bunker 

John  Woodman 

John  Woodman  Jun"" 

Joshua  Woodman 

Edward  Woodman 

Archelus  Woodman 

Nath'  Varney 

Jonathan  Young 

Williami  Home 

Richard  \\'ard 

James  Pinkham 

John  Field  Jun' 

Daniel  Meader 

Thomas  Drew  Jun'' 

John  Ham  Jun'' 

Joseph  Roberts  Jun"" 

James  Nute 


IJO 


>;EW  HAMPSHIRE 


Tohn  npcife 
job  Clements 
John  Carter 
Sam'  Xute 
Eli  Uc'iierritt  Jim^ 
W'illiaiv.  Horn  Jun'' 
John  Boudv 
Richard  Pinkham 
IIcnrvTeblnetts 
William  Demerritt 
Tinioth  V  Tebbetts 
Job  Demerritt 
Henry  Bu-sv 
Thoii-.;iJ  Tehbetts  Jun^ 
Thomas  \'arney 
Sam'  \'arney 
Joseph  Conner 
Stephen  \'arnej 
David  War- on 
Dudley  Watson 
Sam'  Da^■is 
Joseph  Hicks 
Tho^  Bickibrd 
Beii'''-  Den:erritt 
Will'"-  Hill  Junr 
Nath'  Lumiiiocks 
Thomas  Aih 
Thorna.^  Willev 
Stephen  Wil lev- 
John  Ran 

Thomas  ^\'iiley  Jun'' 
John  Ham 
Ephraim  Ham 
Sam'  I  (uin 
Nath'  Ham 
Ichabod  Tebbetts 
Sam'  Lamb 
Benj''  Pie-ce 
Benj^  Pierce  Jun'' 
Jerein.  Icbbetts  Jun'. 
James  Clark 
Zechieriali  Bunker 
James  Bibard 
Timothy  Moses  J'ln^ 
Joseph  Daniel 
John  Ham.moek 
John  Layton  Jun'^ 
Hatevil  Laytnn 
Nath'  Hanson 
Caleb  Elvans 
John  WinL;et 
Rich'i  Hammock 
Sam'  Merrow 
Jonathan  Merrow 
Sanv  Merrow  Junior 
Steolien  Poberts 
Ebenezer  Varney 
Ebenezer  Roberts 


Benj-  Roberts  JwvJ 

Ebenezer  \'arnej.' Jun"^ 

James  Kelley 

Joseph  Libby 

Otis  Pir.kharn 

John  Williams 

ban'  Mis  Harvy? 

John  Miss  Harvy? 

John  Demerritt 

Vincent  Farr 

Edv/ard  Evans  Cooper 

Zech^  Pittman 

Jonathan  Brew 

Ephraim  Tebbetts 

John  Church 

Joseph  Evans  Tun'' 

Paul  Ikiv-^ 

Micah  Emmerson 

Arthur  McDaniel 

Joseph  Harfard 

Beiij'''  E\ans 

Tacob  Allen 

Beni^  Allen 

Th omas  Wa  1 1  i  n  gfo rd 

Henry  Bickford 

Joseph  Jack.son 

Ralpri  Twoivibly 

Joseph  Cui'tis 

John  Perivins 

Joseph  Tebbelts  Tertius 

Robert  Hanson 

Thomas  Hanson 

Timothy  Hanson 

Daniel  ^I'ss  Harvey  Jr. 

Jabez  Garland 

John  Varney 

Nath'  Aston 

John  Tutt'e 

William  Jenkins 

James  Tuttie 

Reuben  Chesiey 

William  Hill 

Robert  Ewans 

James  Drummond 

ichabod  Hill 

John  Jenkins 

Sam'  Hays 

Isaac  Hanson  Jun"" 

Joseph  Hall  Junior 

Matthey  Peavy 

Thomas  Miilet 

William  Tvrombly  Jun^ 

Joh.n  Gerristi 

Peter  Hays 

Rich''  Plumm.er 

Sam'  Beard 

William  Erost 

Sam'  Walton 
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Tohn  Fi:,"kins  Thomis  Waits 

"Sam-  Jones  John  Mason 

Joseph  Ranking  Jolin  Banipton 

Satr!-  Aston  Rich'^  Hu.^.-iv 

Wi!r"  Hu^sv  Sam'  Herd 

Sam-  Wiliev  Jun-  Sam'  He,d  Junr 

Dover  John  Herd 

Joseph  Pierce  James  Cb.esley 

Tosep!-.  A-ton  Matthew  J;'.mes 

Sam'  Hoiden  Benj'''  Merrow 

Francis  Drew  Daniel  Young 

Jofm  Drev.-  '                   Thomas  Xock 

James  Han-o.;  Thomas  Perkins 

Jonarhr.n  Church  Joseph  Perkins 

E'iiiab  Tuttie  Nathaniel  Roberts 

Paul  Cannes  Thomas  Dowens 

Joseoh    [one's  Benjamin  !Mason 

Benf-  Havs  John  Tebbecs 

Joseph  Recker  Sami  TebbeT..-_  Jun-^ 

Benf'  As:oa  Jeremiah  Rolings 

John  Younir  Eleazer  Wire 

So!o!:-;on  Clark  John  Tebbets 

John  Car.nv    "  Timothy  Carrl 

Maurice  liobbb  Daniel  Ham 

Hu'^li  Conner  Lowe  Roberts 

Thomas  Mason  Philon  Yeten 

Joshua  Perkin.-,  ■  Dav;d  Daniel 

Henrv  Tebbeas  Jiin^  Ezekiel  Wolonford 

Will;:-n  b'.ep'.erd  Thomas  T;;bbets  Son  John 

Ephraim  Tebi.'its  Howard  Henderson 

Sam'  Wennvonh  Timothy  Roberscn 

John  Bickford  Timothy  F-ober-:on  Jun. 

Joseph  Bickibfd  Jacob  Hanson 

Gersi'.o!n  Dov.n  s  Nicolas  Brock 

Gershom  Downs  Jun.  James  Guppy 

San-;-  Caanv  Paul  Roberds 

Sam''  CannV  lua'  Ebenezi^r  Downs 

Toihua  Cannv  Joseph  Twombly 

Daniel  Home  John  Waklron 

Tohn  Cromwell  John  Wald'-on   funr. 

Job  Hu-;-v  •     Richard  Waidron 

josepi-i  Hu-sey  Joshua  Guppy 

R;cnnio.~d  Hender-on  Sam''  Cromett 

Noel  Cro-s  Nicolas  Jlarttord 

Joseph  Cann'.-  James  Davis,  tertius 
March  3^  I73-'     Order'd  to  lye  for  consideration. 

Petiiion  for  a  grant  of  land. 
To  His  Excellencv  Jon^  Eelchcr  Esqr.  Gov'  &  Comrnamd''  in 

Chief  in  a:  o\er  tlis  maie^ties  Province  ol  Xevv  Hampshive 

in  Xew  England  and  to'the  Ilon'-^"  His  Majesties  Council  in 

Said  Provincf 

The   Petition  of    Sundry   Persons  Inhabitants   of    Durham, 
Dover.  Exeter  &  Newin^^ton  most  Humbly  SIte-.cetJi 

That  whereas  vour  Petitioners  are  men  who  have  been  bro't 
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up  to  l^^,<,U■.r^J^•■y  <•_-  r;;-n.i!K^%  \>ut  %vautLands  to  exercise  their 
iaculty  on  to  their  advantage  none  of  them  having  any  share  or 
Propriety  i:i  any  of  the  Xew  Townships  :  tliey  did  about  six  or 
Seven  years  agoe  Petition  the  Hon-''''  the  tlien  Lieut.  Gov'  & 
Council  for  a  grant  of  a  Tract  of  Land  to  yo'  Petition'^  &  that 
they  might  be  Incorporated  into  a  Township — And  whereas 
nothing  was  then  done  upon  it  but  yo""  Petition''  praver  neg- 
lected tiiey  most  humbl}-  pray  that  yo'"  ExcelP  &  the  lion'"'''  the 
Council  in  yo'  great  wisdom  &  goodness  would  be  pleas'd  to 
graut  yo'  Petition''  a  Tract  of  Land  where  you  shall  think 
proper  in  this  Province  Since  they  have  endur'd  the  brunt  & 
hardships  of  the  Late  v/ar  liave  been  entirely  left  out  in  all 
former  Grants  and  are  all  men  who  are  able  twilling  to  settle 
&  Cultivate  Land  if  they  had  it — and  yo'  Petitioners  shall  as  in 


duty  bound  ever  pray  cS:c 

Jany.  3^  1753-4. 

A  List  of 

Huu-h  Adams 
Jno  Edgerly 
Joseph  Edgerly  Jtmr. 
Jno  Ktnt 
Josei'h  Edgerly 
Mosca  Kinnnia 
Zebulon  Dam 
Jno  Drew 
Benj.i  Daniel 
Stepli.  Willey 
TI103  Footman 
J::mes  Lr.ngley 
The?  Laiv:rley 
Jno  Bickt'c.r>i  Janr 
Joseph  Thoma.s 
Nathan  Kenniitou 
Jno  Criiuniet 
Jno  Ilurss 
Th;)SL>icki')rd  Jun. 
Solomon  Sid? 
Joseph  Dickford 
Sarul  Wiilcy 
Zach  EJ^'orly 
Abra  Stevensoa 
Christopher  Kenni.-toa 
Jona  Keuuiston 
Jno  Foi 
Ed^v■l  '<vakh,ini 
Thos  Shephei'd 
Jo-nph  Simons 
.Joseph  r»re\v 
Joseph  Wormwood 
Wm  Willev 


Francis  Matiies — in  behalf 
of  the  other  Petitioners 


the  Petitioners^  names. 
Jacob  Wormwood 
Benja  linr;;ap. 
Steph  .Jenkins 
Francis  Drew 
Jno  Jenkins 
.Joshua  Chealey 
Joseph  .Jackaon 
Anthony  .Jones 
Saml  .Jones 
Kichd  .Jones 
Jno  Dam  Junr 
Ilatavil  Leightoa 
Ben.ia  Bickford 
Jno  Leighton  -Jun. 
James  Gurdy 
Kichd  Denbow 
Jaaies  Smith 
Sampson  Doe 
NichsDoo 
Jno  Falmer 
Hopely  Ay  res 
JJenja  Eennet 
E'.eazer  Bcnnet 
Joshua  Crimmet 
Edwd  Ildton 
Josliua  Crocket 
John  Crr.cket 
Hezekh  March 
Win  Dargan 
\A'tri  DiirLcan  Jun. 
Jno  Durijaa 
Joseph  Diirgaa 
Jona  Duio'au 
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Abia  Luunet  Juur. 
Francis  Durgan 
Jno  Lasky 
Abednego  Le^.thers 
Jno  Doe  Jun. 
Jno  Barbor 
Jno  footman 
Joseph  Footman 
JuoFolltt 
.    Ciemt  Sias 
Dan)  Doe 
BeiiJLi  Doe 
Joaoph  Chesley  Jun. 
Solo  Davis 
Alexamler  Hodgdon 
Jno  Daniel 
Lemuel  Bickford 
Dodo  vail  BickJord 
^Vra  .Shepherd 
Alex  Hodgdon  Jun 
Jno  Hoiigiloa 
Jno  Maooii 
Josei)h  Doe 
Paul  Cheslev 
Lemuel  Clu'Siey 
Thos  Iluckius 
Joieiih  Stevenson  Jun. 
S.:ml  Cheik'v  Jun. 
Theodore  \Viilev 
JereM5  Pinner 

Ordered  to  be  suspended 


Beuja  Burdit 
Sauil  Adams 
Siephliuras 
Fzekl  Hilton 
Steph  .Jenkins  Jun. 
Daul  Rogers 
Joseph  Smith  Juu. 
Jno  Langley 
Charles  Hilton 
Jfoses  Edgerly 
Troworthr  Durgan 
Joseph  Sias 
Thos  Clieslev 
Win.bum  Adams 
Jno  Adanis  . 
Joseph  Kent 
Thos  Chesley 
Job  Langley 
Caleb  Wakehain 
Thos  ^ViUey 
Jaine'^  Drisco 
Thos  Drew 
Elijah  Drew 
Miles  Kan^lall 
Benja  Mathews 
Thos  Laigiiton 
Gershout  IMatthews 
FL-ancis  Footman 
BenJa  Bonnet 
Pliilip  Criniinet 

ti!  next  Session. 


A  List  of  the  tr 

Sergt  Daniel  Titcomb 
Ser.    Thomas  Laighton 
CorplJohn  Ciemauts 
Corl   J.>ha  Young 
Corl  .John  Bickford 
Cori  John  Luighton 
Joshua  Perkins 
Paul  Cenney 
Ephraim  Tebl)ett3 
Thomas  Ash 
Joshua  Ceaney 
Samuel  Holden 
Joseph  Bickfiird 
Tiuiothy  Rolnnson 
John  Ciomwei 
Solomon  Perkins 
John  Perkins 
Eichard  Pluinmer 
Thomas  Ceitney 


i/ii/?^  men  7aidcr  Tho'  Millet^    Cap"^  of 
Do-jcr. 

Thomas  Cenney  .Junr 
Oatis  Pinkhaiu 
Thomas  Waits 
Joseph  Crumwel 
Atiraham  Xute 
John  Pearl 
Xathauiel  Aston 
Joseph  A?tun 
Thomas  Drew  Junr 
Moies  ^'ainey 
Hatevil  Hall 
James  .Jackson 
Timotliy  Moaes  Jun. 
John  IIuckiDs 
Davi  I  Daniel 
—  Sauuicl  Chesley 

Stephen  ^Viiley 
jViithony  Jones 
Joseph  Daniel 
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Joha  Daaiel 
irenry  Eussey 
Eli  Iienicriat  Jan. 
James  Chirk 
Job  Deuicrrat 
Jotm  n.im  Jun. 
Dauiol  Bunker 
Zecbi\riah  P.uDker 
llenry  Ti'obitts 
John  FielilJun. 
Samuel  Starboard 
John  5-taiboard 
John  Turtle 
James  Tu'aic 
Thomas  Tuttle 
Nicholas  Tutcla 
Samuel  £iays 
Joseph  Tibbotts 
Sh.Mlraoh  lioilgdoa 
John  <.;iles 
James  T^aighton 
Tras'.rr.in  ruikh.ara 
"William  Allen 
Joseph  Allen 
P;uil  Xute 

ThOTiias  I'inkhani  Jr. 
HaJevi!  L;'islitou 
John  Ilni-vey 
XarlianiiM  Roberts 
Tliomas  Roberts 
July  %•«  21  1740 


Jos.eiih  Dam 
Joseph  Hall,  Jun. 
Ifo-Aarl  Ileniltirson  Jun. 
Samuel  Roberts 
Ebenezr  Tuttle  Jun. 
Joseph  Hubbard 
Tobias  Uandol 
Charles  Bi.-kiord 
Ichabod  Tibbitts 
Stephen  flawkius 
Aaron  Roberts 
Thomas  li'anaom 
AJmoc*  Dautom 
Isaac  Allen 
Clcmant  rTam 
Benjamin  noih:e.7nn 
Vincent  Torr 
Stephen  I'inVzIiam 
James  PiBkham  Jun. 
Jonathan  Daniel 
Jacob  Daniel 
Jonathan  Ilanimaa 
John  Randol 
Joseph  Drew- 
John  follet 
Solomon  Pinkham  Jun 
EobertWiile 
Ben.K'.njiu  W'lile 
Clemeut  Harvey 

Total  97 


A  List  of  y^  Second  foot 

Soarg-ants  .John  Ilurn 

Jonathan  Young 

Eph.erem  Ilam 

,Tohn  Tusker 
Coi-pjrrds  Ezera  Kenibel 

>'atha.  Young 

.lolin  Demerit 
Drumers    .Tolm  Carter    ) 

Jolm  Man.len  ) 

Daniel  Plumer 

Job  Cleinent 

Sanil  Clement 

Saml  Dam 

Saml  Alley 

Joha  Alley 

.John  Muokelaroy 

William  Whitehouse 

Janu'fl  Withrel 

Ji-'hn  H  insou  Jan. 


Company  of  Dcjcr^  fulv  the   34, 
1740.  ' 

AVilliam  Hoi-n 
Xathl  Horn 
Ezekel  Wentworth 
Eidierem  Went\vi.>rth  Jun. 
Jo-eph  Connor 
.James  Chesley 
John  Varney 
Xeuiiah  Kembel 
Thomas  Hanson 
John  Horn  Jun. 
John  WaMrou 
Nathn  Varney 
Stephen  Varney  . 
Elihu  Heays 
John  Tebits 
N'athn  Ham 
Daniel  Ham 
■    Daniel  Horn 
I'eter  Hayeo 
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Jo]iVill.r.C'i  Jim. 
Sanil  V.iniey 
T!io!ri;>,.s  ireays 
Ezeki.iii  flears 
MnrkGeilri 
leholji'il  lie.i.vs 
Jolm  Telihits  Jun. 
Jeremiali  TobbUa 
Isaac  Tu'on:!)ly 
Thomas  I'yunj 
Isaac  You  Pis' 
Robart  Euen  a  .Jan. 
Jclin  Eueiid 
Xatlil  Han ^on 
Benjn  Evens 
Eob:irt  ItaniDii 
John  Cook 
Heni-Y  !>;ckford 
Xathp.  Garland 
William  Tvvombly  Jun. 
Saml  Young 
Stpplien  <_>at-! 
Isral  Ilu-l^'^lon  Jun. 
John  H:'n-rin 
Timothy  Hanson 
Jaices  Molley 
Joseph  Han  j'in  .Jim. 
IciioljOi!  Cenn:-/ 
John  .J.iincS 
Mose?  Vv'higet 
Joseph  Il^iil 
Rich:ir(l  Sca!:imon9 
Jona  Lhuich 
Isaac  AVatson 
Saml  Hoga 
Henry  Mar?hai 
Richard  Piiil-em  Jun. 
Ebenezer  Pintem 
James  Ijiher 
Maul  iJ.uison 
John  Tw.jmbly  -Jan. 
Benja  .VlUm 
Sam!  i-av,s 
Saml  .-Vliey  Jun. 
William  liill 
Saml  Williams 
Jonth  lEirn 
William  Perey 
Joseph  Ilix 
FranfJ-<  Dru 
Solemim  Kaierson 
William  Talker 
Thomas  Bicklord 
!Ez;ifiah  Cm'.ey 
Deiey  Piciaan 
Ztcuariah  Pitman 


Zochaiiali  Ei!.::vly 
\vi!lian;  [;pmn-fC 
Daniel  Ha'  voy 
JoluiP.u^s-;i 
William  lu;<-f]l 
Jamt'S  Htii-ken.s 
Math!  P.ivis 
.Jotm  Fay  Juu. 
Raliih  Hail 
Joseph  I'erkina 
Bc'iijn  Hall 
John  Brou  n 
Joseph  -lacksoa 
Clement  r>ru 
ileshaok  1  >ru 
EIe-:ir  I"iavi.^ 
Daniel  Cl-iM.:-'!!; 
Richirivl  Cii'arli 
Jor.rhH.m-oa 
Georye  IIe;!vn 

Joseph  Hu:-i;'.^--=i 

James  Youa?: 
Jabez  Gavhiiid 
Saml  Heard 
James  Richard 
Isaac  Horn 
Joseph  Hani 
Ruben  Hea>  s 
Joseph  Heays 
Saml  Hanson 
Daniel  Evens 
Kathu  Hansoa  Juu. 
Ezekiah  Co.k 
Elezer  Y'oucg 
Benjn  Young 
Joseph  If  an  son  third 
Joseph  Esieiirs 
Isaac  Hanson 
George  H. nson 
Elisha  Esters 
Jouth  Chusing  Jun. 
Saml  Gcrrish 
Jolm  Win::et  .fnn. 
Saml  Win,;L"t 
John  Whighiiiouae 
Beujn  Thrasher 
Saml  Watsou 
Saml  Davis  Jun. 
Saml  Ta.-ker 
Thomas  Harris 
David  Dru 
Joseph  E\en3  thirJ 
Solomon  llai.jon 
Benjn  Pin'.cnx 
Benja  Hea\  s 
Job  Clement  Jun. 
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A  TiUo  Cuppey  pr.  InIc  WilUiiia  Vv'olluiul  Chirk 
A  true  Copnev  atteslei!!  by  r.he  Ciavk  UT-.der  oalh 


Total  1S3- 


JOHX  VriNGET  LcF 


7^/fis  IS  iJic  Lisl of  tJie  Troopers  I 
Trust ra}H   Co^h  in  T)ov 
Corpll  Benj;\  ILini 
CorpllJos  Faconls 
Corpll  Jos  Thomas 

John  Voung  Jnr 

Jatno.s  >'urd  Jnr 

IsujiC  I.e'u'uey 

Paul  GeiTi^h  Jnr 

Samlire;!ril  .Tnr 

Ealpli  Tworablv 

Benja  Ilnnion  Jnr 

Dudley  V.'arson 

Eenja  W'amoutii  Jnn. 

John  Tebijett5  Jun. 

Richard  '^Valdron 

Ebeuezer  Nock 

Willi:nu  Styles 

"VVilSiani  lloi-no  Jun. 

Th'V^  Tebbers  Jun 

Mose?  Stevens 

Suedrech  Waitoa 


Diderthc  Command  of  Cop'^ 
cr.  yiih  y"  29.  1740. 

Benja  Koharts  Jun. 
Eleiah  Tuttell 
Spensor  ^Vint\yorLh 
John  Dre^v 
John  Heard 
Joiiainan  Durjeu 
Jolui  Drn-.r  .Tun. 
Richard  Jones 
Joshua  .Sta;jrpole 
Daniell  Ko^-^ers 
Jonathan  ^V'at3oa 
Bode  for  lla:u 
Ambros  Bamptom 
Daniell  Home  Jun. 
Jos.  Diov" 

>raUiani<.'!  Rsndail  Jun. 
Jonathan  li,'.n:?ou 
•^'tephcu  Jankics-Jun. 
Benja  Jack.~on 
Samuell  Stiigpole 

Stepiiex  Robarts  Clark 


Pet  if  ion  against  a  nczv  Parish. 
To  Plis  Excellency  iJennlng  Wentxvorth  E'>q''  Cap'  General 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  x.Iajes- 
tys  Province  of  Xew  Hamp'  in  New  England  Tocjether  v/ith 
The  Hon''' -  his  ^Eijestvs  Council  A:  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  general  Assembly  Conveaned 

Wee  your  ilumb  "  Petitioners  ^^•ithout  a  due  Consideration 
having  heretofore  Signed  a  Petition  carried  into  the  general 
Court  in  order  to  be  set  off  a  Parish  by  our  selves  which  Peti- 
tion if  Granted  ^Vee  rind  will  be  greatly  to  our  disadvantage 
and  very  hurtful  to  ourselves  and  Families  for  the  time  to  come 
firbt  Because  that  after  a  due  Consideration  wee  find  that 
our  part  that  ha-e  Petitioned  are  but  few  in  number  and 
many  of  us  urider  sucii  poor  Circumstances  that  wee  appre- 
hend that  at  prescti't  we  are  in  ;:o  wise  able  to  Support  our- 
selves &  Families  and  to  pav  what  we  shall  be  obliged  to  do  in 
order  to    t'.ie    settling   cS:    ment.dninu    en   Orthodox   Minister 
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amoni^st  r.s.  Secondly  Because  that  whenever  It  may  be 
thought  there  may  be  another  Pnrri'sh  the  meeting  liouse  oii.£^ht 
to  be  set  i.p  in  tiie  Center  of  the  Parish  and  not  y-  Parrish  to 
be  Established  in  manner  &  form  as  Petition'^  for.  The  meet- 
ing house  now  at  Madbury  standing-  almost  home  to  Durham 
line  and  ^vill  by  no  means  accommidate  Many  of  us  Neither 
many  other  out  settlers  who  dont  live  within  the  Parrish  Peti- 
tion'd  tbr.  Wherefore  Ave  vour  humb''^  Petitioners  beg  that 
your  Excellencv  li  ITi.^nours  would  in  your  gi'eat  wisdom  and 
Goodness  taice  this  aimir  into  your  wise  Consideration  and  put 
an  end  to  the  whole  proceeding  thereof  all  v/hich  Wee  your 
Hum''=  Petitioners  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray 
Dover  May  y*  S-^  i7-^4- 

Henrj  B:  :kford  Isaac  Twombly 

J'j\}.nE-ins  Joseph  Evens 

Jonatii.-\u  Hanson  '  Joseph  Twomlily 

Robert  ETens  Stephen  Pinkham 

Abraham  Clark. 


Petitij}'  for  leave  to  have  a  Lottery. 
To   riis   Excellency   Benring    Wentworth   Esq'  Governor   & 
Ccniniar.dcr  in  Cliief  in  tli:  over   His   ^Majestvs   Province   of 
New   Ham.pshire  —  The   Hon*'''^   his   Majesty's     Council    & 
House  of  Represetitutives  for  said   Province  In  General  As- 
sembly Conven'd  the  z^  Day  of  January  1760 
The  Humble  Petition  of  John  Gage   Esq'  Ploward  Hender- 
son <S;  Dudlev  Watson  Gentlemen   all  of  Dover   in   said  Prov- 
ince as  Committee  of  said  Town  for  this  purpose  Shews 

That  the  said  Tov/n  by  divers  ways  &  means  is  as  your  Pe- 
titioners apprehend  more  biu-thened  with  Charges  of  One  kind 
or  other  than  any  other  in  the  Province  in  Proportion  to  the 
Polls  cN:  Estates  Sub;ected  to  Discharge  them  Among  wliich 
the  Brid^'es  maintained  at  tlie  Public  Expense  is  not  Inconsid- 
erable Bui  especially  the  well  known  k.  now  much  us'd 
Bridge  over  Cochecho  River  (which  is  gone  much  to  Decay) 
is  a  Great  A;  Standing  Expence — That  it  is  nov,'  necessary  the 
said  Bridge  should  be  Rebuilt  for  which  a  considerable  sum  of 
Money  will  be  wanting  the  Levying  of  which  in  the  Common 
Way  will  be  too  Grie-.  ious  to  be  sustained  at  Present  notwith- 
standing the  Urgency  of  the  Demand 

That  as  t'lerc"  are"  at  Present  many  Examples  of  Raising 
monev  iox  Public  uses  bv  wav  of  Lottery-  that  the  money 
Risk'd  bv  Individuals  \:\v:)  will  where  opportunity  Favours  be 
advenmr'ers  mav  be  of  General  advantage  the  said  Town  have 
upon  Cons-dltadon  Judg'd  they  might  make  a  Good  use  of  this 
iz 
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way  for  Lhe  End  aforesaid  and  directed  your  Petitioners  to  ap- 
ply for  liberty  accordingly — An  as  tlds  liberty  is  a  matter  of 
mere  gi-ace  and  favor  and  not  of  Justice  and  rig-ht  your  Peti- 
tioners beg  leave  Humbly  to  suggest  that  Considering  it  in  that 
view  the  Town  of  Dover  seems  to  be  a  proper  Subject  tor  that 
favour  not  only  in  Regard  of  the  Burthen  aforesaid  but  also  of 
the  Principal  Share  it  has  vSustained  of  all  the  Calamities  Af- 
flictions Troubles  &  Burthens  with  which  the  Province  in  Gen- 
eral has  been  Concerned  from  the  Beginning — Wherefore  your 
Petitioners  most  Humbly  Pray  that  they  may  have  the  Liberty 
afores'^  Granted  to  said  Town  &  leave  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  accord- 
ingly and  they  will  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray  t^c 

]oH.\  Gage  )  ^ 

"tt      ,1  tt  S  Committee 

How'  Hexdersox  j 

In  Council  Jan'rj  ^'-  \-j6o 
read  lit  ordered  to  be  send 
down  to  the  Hon'^'*  Assembly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 
Province  o*"  ")  In  the  House  ot"  Representatives  Jan  4,  i7'5o. 
New  Harnps  /This  Petition  being  read 

Voted  That  the  praver  thereof  be   Granted  and  that  v?  petitioners 
Have  Libefy  to  Bring'ln  a  Bill  accordingly 

A.  Clark-son  Clerk. 
In  Councii  Jan'ry  5'^  1760 
read  6c  Concurr'd 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 


Petition  of  Sundry  Li/>abitants  of  Dover  for  a  Bridge  to 
cross  Bellamy  s  Bank. 

To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentwortli  Esq""  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  The  Hon''''-'  His  Majesty'"s  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  in  General  Asserablv  Convened, 
Oct.  12""  1756 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Dover 
in  said  Province  Shews  That  there  is  a  Public  High  Wav  laid 
out  in  Dover  aforesaid  from  the  Road  that  leads  from  C'oche- 
cho  thro'  Litdeworth  so  called  to  Barrington  to  the  Main  Road 
that  goes  thro  M-idbuiy  which  Highv/ay  crosses  Bellamy's 
Bank  Freshet  or  Brook  A  little  above  Capt.  Paul  Gerrishes 
saw  mill  over  which  Freshet  or  Brook  there  is  no  Bridge  for 
want  whereof  at  certain  times  there  is  no  Passing  tS:  thereby 
the  Good  Ends  proposed  in  laying  out  Said  v/ay  are  in  a  Great 
Measure  Frustrated  and  is  also  a  standing  Grievance  to  the 
Owners  of   the    Contiguous   Lands   by  I'a^sen'j:ers  throwinsr 
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a_'vj--.vn  tae  Fences  tor   Coavcnient   Passage,  when  tliev  cannot 
pass  said  Freshet  wliich  \vou\l  be  prevented  by  a  Bridge. 

Tiiat  the  Way  aforesaid  is  Really  useful  ^^  Necessary  which 
was  the  Reason  why  it  was  laid  out  and  tho'  this  matter  has 
been  Represented  to  the  Town  and  the  Xecessitv  of  having  a 
Bridge  there  urged  to  make  said  Way  Serviceable'without  being 
Injurious  to  Particular  Persons  and  the  Town  Requested  to 
Build  it  at  their  General  Expence  Yet  they  Cannot  be  Fre- 
vail'd  upon  to  do  it. 

^That  Every  Town  is  by  Law  Obliged  to  Pi'ovide  for  and 
Keep  in  Repair  ail  Roads'or  High  Ways  Passing  thro'  them 
and  there  is  the  same  Reason  that  they  should  Build  Bridges 
where  they  are  Necessary  or  the  High'Ways  leading  to  Such 
Places  would  be  useless  tho'  as  the  Law  Relating  to  the  Lay- 
ing out  Pligh  Ways  is  Silent  as  to  this  matter  cS:  it  is  a  Case 
omitted  your  Petitioners  are  Necessitated  to  make  this  appli- 
cation. 

\Vherefore  they  Humblv  Prav  the  Premises  mav  be  Consid- 
ered and  t!ie  Said  Town  of  Dover  Enjoined  to  Build  a  Con- 
venient Bridge  at  the  Place  aforesaid  to  Render  said  Way  use- 
ful or  Provide  Such  other  Relief  herein  as  in  your  Great  Vv'is- 
dom  &  Goodness  you  shall  Judge  proper  and  Vour  Petif.oners 
as  in  Duty  Bound' shall  ever  prav  &c.^ 

Eii  Demeret 
Paul  Gerrish 
John  Tasker 


Tho3  Daris 
Paul  Pinkham 
Job  Deaieret 
John  Roberts 
Samuel  Roberts 
SoloMOQ  Demeret 
Ebenezer  Tasker 
Isaac  Buzzell 
Joseph  Jackson 
John  Tasker  Jan. 
Ebenr  Demerit 
Thomas  Bickford 
Joliu  liickfurd  Zu 

liis 
Triitram  ^  PinMi;im 

mark 
John  IMolouy 
Daniel  Young 
Samue!  Daciels 
Joseph  Daniels 
Wiiliam  Demerit 
Joseph  Lebbey 
Williiun  Gledea 
James  Davis 
Samuel  Youncj 
Isaac  Twombly 


James  Young 
Jonathan  Evens 
John  Kielle 
John  Ilan^on 
Ebenezer  Varney  Jinier 
Israel  Ilodgdon 
Samuel  I>avi3 
Thomas  Davis  Junr. 
Moses  Wayinoth 
Joseph  Hicks 
James  Jackson  Junr. 
John  Huckins 
John  Iluckms  Junr. 
Samuel  Chase 
Anthony  J^nies 
Riehiird  Jones 
James  Jackson 
.John  Demeret  Jim. 
Zackriah  Pitman 
Coner  Pitman 
John  Demerit 
Samuel  Drew 
Daniel  Meadar 
Benja  Evens 
Zacriah  IJcody 
Xathiel  Ttbbets 
Daniel  Evens 
Jonathan  Hanson 
Daniel  Cook 
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Sihi?  Ilanson  Ichabod  (Janoy 

liichapl  Cook  Samuel  Davis 

.lohn  Cook  Jo^epli  Twonibiv 

He/e;.iah  Cook  Paul  Tn-ombly 

Joseph  Young  John  Uuzzell 

his  John  Wingetc 

Xath  '^  Han5oa  Timoth}'  Perkins 

nirrk  his 

Stephv-a  Han.-on  \Yill  X  Buzzel 
James  Hauson  mark 

Joseph  Evens  Thomaa  Evens 

Benjamin  Evans  Penjamia  Bussell. 
3Ie.-haoh  Drew 

Prov.  X.  ■)  In  Council  October  13"^  1756 
Ilarnps    f      read  ^:  ordered  to  be  sent  to  tiie  Hon'''e  Assembly 

Theo  Atkinson  Secy. 

Province  I  j-^_  ji^__^  house  of  Representatives  Octob  14-''  I7;6. 

jy      V     \  1  na  wi.Jiin  Petition  havini;  been  read 
Hanip    J  ^ 

Ordered  Thr.t  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  tourth  day  of  the 
Sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  nexrafterthe  first  Day  of  No  vem' Next 
Ensuing  oc  that  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  Cost  &  Charged  cause  the 
Selectmen  of  Dover  in  said  Province  to  be  serv'd  %vith  a  Copy.of  s'l 
Petition  >s:  this  order  of  Court  thereon  to  appear  >.v  Shew  Cause  if  any 
they  have  why  the  prayer  tiiereof  should  not  be  granted 

Andrew  Clarkson  Clerk 
In  Council  EodeiTi  die 

read  vie  Concurr'd 

Theo.  Atkinson  Sec. 


Petition  in  relation  to  bei}ig  set  off  in  a  separate  county. 
To  his  Excellency   John  Wentworth   Esqr.    Captain   General 
Governor  »^   Cciiinarider   in    chief  in  c^  over  his  ^Majesties 
Province    of    Now    Hampshire  —  To    the    Honourable    his 
Majesties  Council  and  to  the  Hon'''''  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  convened  this  ii'-^'  Dav  of  ^vlarch  176S 
We  the  Subscribers  being;  A,^ents   Ici^ally  appointed  bv  the 
several  Towns  htreafter  mentioned  be^q-  leave   to   present  our 
humble  Petition  unto    this   Hon'''-   Court,  and   in    terras  of  the 
utmost  Deference  &;  respect  to  shew  forth — that  as  your  Excel- 
lency and  Honours  are  about  Dividing  this  Province  into  Seo- 
eratc  &  distinct  Counties  your  Petitioners   in  their  s"^  Capacity 
Humbly  Hope  that  as  the  s''  Towns  have  long  since  been  incor- 
porated and  are  now  become  very  populous  &  may  reasonably 
he  supposed  stil!  more  to  increase  and  as  some  of  them  have 
been  induh-ed  with  certain   Priviledges  &  Franchises  &  as  the 
adjacent  T<jwns  are  also  settling-  &  greatly  improving:     Your 
Excellency  and  Honours  will  condescend  to  confirm  a  Vote  of 
tliis  Hon'-'''  Court  passed  at  their  last  Fall   sitting  for  Dividing 
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this  Province  into  three  Counties  so  far  as  said  vote  relates  to 
these  Towns  with,  rcp^ard  to  th.e  houndary  Lines  onlv  And 
your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  y'  Tixcellency  and  Honours  would 
indulge  them  with  a  Plearing  on  this  important  Subject  when 
we  presume  to  Hope  we  shall  offer  to  this  Hon^'"  Coiu't  such 
Reasons  as  they  tnay  Judge  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  grant 
us  the  Prayer  of  our  Petition  &  to  set  off  the  s'  Towns  into  a 
distinct  Sc  Seperate  County  with  such  Towns  as  were  then  an- 
nexed in  the  aforesaid  vote  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty 
bound  in  their  said  Capacity  shall  ever  prav 

John  Gag-e  1     For  "  '        Tho' Wallini.'-Vord  )  ^  u 

bds  Baker  /Dover  Jn'^  Wentwonh       >  ^ointvs^voi-.h 

Daniel  Rojer-        ]  John  Plumer      1  -r,      . 

Volintine  Mathes  I  T^     ,  John    McDufee  j      ^'^'^-""^^'^ 

■  ■   -  -Durham  -'  ■' 


Jeremit^  Burnum     ','      •'■"  Paul  Haves  1^       . 

Toh*'i  Snnitii  c   „      i  b  ^      --barnnt 

juu.i  oii-iLJi  J  bamuel  brewster  J 


ton 


Petition  rclatin'y  to  a  Brids;c. 
To  his  Excellency  John  AVentworth  Esquire   Governor  and 

Commander  in   chief  in   and  over  his  Maiestvs  Province  of 

Nov,-  Hampshire  the  Hon-^'  his  Majesty's  Council  &  House 

of  Representatives  for   said  Province   in  General  Assembly 

convened  the  r3th  day  of  November  1770 

The  hum.ble  Petition  of  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Do\er  in  said  Province  Shev/s 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  were  divided  in  senti- 
ment about  the  place  of  building  a  new  Bridge  over  the  Co- 
checho  River  at  the  Falls  and  tho'  there  was  a  Vote  of  the 
Town  for  placing  it  below  the  Falls  your  Petitioners  apprehend 
the  Vote  would  not  have  been  pass'd  had  the  meeting  been 
general  (many  persons  being  then  absent  in  the  Woods)  or 
cou'd  they  have  obtained  a  Second  fair  meeting  so  that  those 
who  were  for  Iiaving  the  Bridge  placed  below  the  Falls  pro- 
ceeding on  the  authority  of  said  Vote  have  built  a  Bridge  be- 
lov,^  and  the  Place  where  the  old  Bridge  stood  being  on  an  an- 
cient Highway  and  most  convenient  for  Travellers  the  Inhab- 
itants who  were  fo^  having  the  Bridge  there  supposed  the  Town 
to  be  under  a  necessity  of  building  one  there  Also  which  was 
done  in  the  Course  of  the  last  Summer  &  there  are  now  two 
Bridges  at  said  F.ills  which  your  Petitioners  apprehend  to  be 
needless. 

That  the  lower  Bridge  is  not  so  convenient  for  Travellers 
nor  so  Vv'ell  approved  of  by  them  nor  can  the  Town  dispense  with 
the  Duty  of  maintaining  a  Bridge  above  where  there  has  been 
one  for  near  one  hundred  years   past  and   therefore  a  \'ote   for 
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changing  or  altering  and  placing  a  new  Bridge  so  far  out  of 
the  way  or  at  such  a  Distance  from  the  old  place  was  utterly 
illegal  and  had  it  been  ever  so  fairly  obtained  cou'd  not  have 
been  valid  without  a  greater  authority  than  such  a  Vote. 

\\'herefore  your  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray  that  the  whole 
proceeding  in  this  Case  may  be  examined  by  the  legislative 
Authority'  and  the  following  Questions  resolved  viz  whether 
the  Town  had  a  right  by  their  Vote  to  change  the  place  of 
building  a  Bridge  so  as  to  be  exempted  fi'om  building  and 
maintaining  one  wheie  it  used  to  be — Whether  their  proceedings 
have  been  fair  and  legal  upon  supposition  they  had  a  right  to 
determine  the  matter  by  the  agreement  of  the  Town.  Whether 
the  Bridge  belov/  or  that  above  will  be  of  the  most  general 
Service  <S;  best  answer  the  public  Good.  Whether  there  is  any 
necessity-  of  maintaining  both  said  Bridges  and  if  not  which 
the  Town  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  building  &.  maintaining 
for  the  future  with  such  other  matters  and  things  as  in  your 
great  W^isdom  Sc  goodness  you  shall  find  incidental  and  neces- 
sary to  be  delermined  in  order  to  the  regular  proceeding  of 
said  Town  in  making  their  Rates  which  is  not  yet  done  and 
for  the  settling  peace  &  good  order  in  said  Town  and  vour  Pe- 
tioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  Sec 


Ho'.vd  HeniJ-irson 
Joseph  Clo'injuts 
Timothy  CI  •metits 
John  Cenney 
Timo  RobiujOQ  Jr 
J  no  WaWron  Jr 
Silas  Hanson 
John  Waldron 
N'ehm  Ivimball 
TliO'fla.s  Hanson 
James  Varney 
Thos  Uauron  Jr. 
Ephni  I\ in: bail 
William  Uussey 
William 
John  Kim' Ml 
raul  Huiey 
Daniel  A'aruey 
Joa  Varney  Jr 
Tobias  Varaey 
Stephen  Vai-uey 
Ephm  Wentwonh 
Spencer  \Viiri'.u-ortb 
Reuben  Weaiworth 
John  Wlii'.i-house 
Samuel  Ainbrus 
Tom  Heard 
.John  Hearil 
Mose3  Roberts 
Aaron  Ko..  '.-rtd 


J'jsoph  Roberts 
Stephn  Varney  Jr 
John  Harford 
Xathan  Varney 
Mo--iej  Horn 
John  Horn 
Wm  Robinson 
John  Pinkham 
James  Chesley 
Paul  Kinibal 
WiiUam 
Tobias  Kimbal 
John  Hoyt 
Joahua  \'arnpy 
Jacob  San'yer 
Jethro  Heard 
John  Horn 
Benja  Horn 
Zacheud  Rurinton 
Nathaniel  Horn 
Paul  WeUand 
Elijah  Coffin 
Paul  Varney 
Daniel  Heard 
Thomas  Varney 
Benja  Hans  jr.  Jr. 
Saral  Varney  Jr. 
Solomon  Varney 
Jedediah  Varney 
Joiiii  Honi  Jun 
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T^n  ir  TTorn 
Tiino  Robinson 
Elijah  Tattle 
James  Tuitie 
William  florn 
Elijah  Vjiruey 
Sanuiel  Ri;-ker 
Closes  Rand 
Ebenezer  Iloin 
Thomas  Gotidy 
Joseph  Peaslej- 
Jercmiah  Tibbeta 
George  Youn:,' 
Tiaio  Hussey 
Elisha  Purir.toa 
Joseph  V>'aUiroa 
iSieoIad  ifarford 
Davi.lPuand 
WiUni  ^^'aldrou 
Amos  Vai'ney 
Stephen  Hora 
George  Hora 
William  Gage 
Painers  Ricker 


Jonathan  Door 
Daniel 

Thos  Shannon 
John  Gage  :5d 
Jno  Varney  Jun. 
Ichabod  Varney 
Isaac  Horn  Jun. 
John  \'aruey 
Ebenezer  Varney 
Timothy  Varney 
Eichd  Waklron 
Eichd  KL-nbal 
Mordecai  Varney 
John 

Josiah  Wille 
Thomas  Horn 
Samuel  Mills 
Daniel  Heard 
John  Varney 
Ezra  Ivimbal 
Samuel 
Ephm  Tibbets 
Pusler  Do^vns 


In  Council  Dec.  14,  1770 

The  enclosed  Pelition  read  and  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  lion''-'''' 
Assembly 

Geo  King  D.  Sec. 

Province  ot_      \-^  ^.j^^  House  of  Reoresentatives  Dec.  14'^  1770. 
rnew  Hampshire  j  *  t       y  * 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  Wednesday 
the  second  day  of  Jan'y  next  if  the  General  Assembly  be  then  sittinp; 
and  if  not  then  on  the  thirel  Day  of  their  sitting  next  after  and  that  they 
serve  the  Selectmen  of  Dover  with  a  Copy  of  tliis  Petition  and  order  of 
Court  that  they  may  shew  cause  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  not  be 
granted 

M.  Weare  CI. 
In  Council  Dec  15,  1770 

Read  and  concur'd 

Geo.  King  D.  Sec. 

Copy  of  so  much  as  is  legible  exaniined  by 

Geo  King  Dep.  Dec. 

Province  of  "I  t     ..      ir 
T..       Ti  V  In  the  nou> 

Isew  Hamp.  j 

The  within  Petition  being  Considered.     It  appearing  that  there  was 

a  Town  Vote  for  Building  the  lower  Bridge  it  is  tho't  to  be  just  that  the 

Charje  thereof  should  be  paid  by  the  whole  Town — But  it  appearing 

that  the  upper  Bridge  is  not  usefull  for  the  Publick     Wherefore 

,  Voted  that  the  said  upper  Bridge  shall  hereafter  be  maintained  at  the 

charge  ^  Expence  of  said  Town  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to 

bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

M.  Weare  Cler. 

In  Council  Jan  17,  1771. 
Read  Sz  concurr'd 

Geo  King  D.  Sec 


of  Representatives  Jan?  16,  1771 
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Another  Petition  relating  to  Bridges. 
Province  of  "I 
New  Ilamp  j 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the  HonoraMe  his  Majestys 
Council  and  Wou^c  of  Representatives  of  s'  I'rovince  'May 
it  please 

"Whereas  by  mi.undcvstandino:   &   a  party  Spirit  prevailincr 
anriong-  die  Inhabitants  of  Dover  in   said   Province  thev  hav? 
budt^two  Bridges  over  the  River  one  above  the  other  "below 
the  Lochecho  fails  in  Dover  (so  called)  the  one  by  vote  of  the 
Town  the  other  by  your  Petitioners  c^'  die   dispute  runnincr  so 
high  which   snou'd   be   the   Kings  and   Countrvs  Bridge  lach 
Party  strenuously  contending   tor  their  own   thcv    havni;:r  the 
Town  Vote  in  tlieir  favor  and  wc  Antiquitv  cK:  conveniency  on 
ours  to  end  or  dcterniine  whicli  wc  petitioned  vour  Excellency 
andllonors   to    say  which  .1, all    be  the  established   Bridge  foV 
the  u.-eot  his  Majesty's  Subl.-ct.s   which   you  were  pleas^ed  to 
determine  in  cur  tavor  which  we   gratefullv  acknowled'^e  and 
return  our  sincere  acknowledgements  for  said  favor  but  by  your 
act  or  determination  you    enai,.le<l   the   Selectmen  of  Dover  to 
assess  the  Polls  and  Estates  in   said  Dover  as  for  other  Town 
c.-iarc^cs  to  pa}-  the  charge  of  ciie  lower  Bridge  which  has  "been 
cone  and  paid  and  no  provision    is  made  bv\aid  act  or  other- 
ways  for  p;iy:ncut   of  ihe  established    liridge.     We  netitioned 
the  Selectmen  but  diey  deny'd  tiien  vre  petitioned  two  Justices 
unus  (Quorum   to   call   a   Town  meeting  of  the   Inhabitants  of 
Uover  to  see  d  they  would  Vote  to  pav  for  die  buildino-  the  es- 
tabhsned  Bridge  a  Meeting  ^vas  called  by  said  Justices'and  the 
1  own  voted  m  the  negative.   Therefore  we  pray  vou  will  direct 
cV  enah.c  the  Selectmen  ot  Dover  to  assess  the  Po'llsand  Estates 
in  the  sarue   as  for   other   Town  Charges  for   pavinent  of  said 
upper   Bridge  above   the  falls   ^v.  their  recelvin<^   a   true   ond 
reasonable  account  of  the  charge  of  die  same  and  we  as  in  dufv 
bound  shall  ever  pray.      Dover   .3I  May  1773     Signed   by  us 
Inhabitants  of  said  Dover. 


Joan  Ilennl 

Paul  Vai  nt'j 

Willip.m  Fo.~3 

Daniel  Heapl 

Timothy  Vamev 

Silas  IIan8on 

Jno  Waliiron 
John  Kimljal 
Ephm  Kinibal 
■Jolm  Withotise 
Timothy  ilober?on  Jr. 
EbenezLT  FT'rn 
Nathaniel  Horn 
Samuel  Ambros 


Daniel  Heard  Jim. 
Jolm  Hayes 
Saniu;.'!  Hurd 
John  irain 
Jolin  Varney 
Ri'-,har'i  Waidron 
Y.7.V3.  Kitabal 
John  Horn 
Thos  Hanson 
John  WaJdron 
Joseph  Roborts 
Steplien  Hus?ey 
Timothy  Uussey 
Jno  Vinncv  Jr. 
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Jorli-ih  Viirr.?r 
yatUau  Varney 
!^^osc3  Rand 
Epliraim  'Wontworth 
Keuben  W'entworth 
Joii.13  Goudy 
Elioha  Puriutoii 
Joshua  Varney 
Thonu'is  Varney 
Paul  Wellnnd 
Steiiheii  Varney 
Jno  Conner 
Jethro  Heard 
John  Waldroii  M 
Paul  Hu.-sey 
John  Ilurford 
Pen  Hanson  Junr. 
James  Chesley 
Joseph  Waliiron 


Tho-s  Hanson  Jun. 
Nehm  Kimbal 
Paul  Kimball 
Joseph  Peaslee 
Isaac  Home 
Isaac  Horn  Jun. 
AViUiai'a  Horn 
Thuo  Robinson 
Elijah  Tuctcl 
James  Varney 
Ichabod  Varney 
Elijah  Varney 
ilordccai  Varney 
Moses  Roberts 
Timothy  Clemens 
John  Piul;hain 
James  Tuttlo 
Samuel  Tuttel 


In  Council     May  27,  i": 

This  Petition  was  read  and  ordered  to   be  sent  down   to  tlie   Ilonf^l- 


Assemblv 


Geo.  Kin^  Dep.  Sec^ 


Province  or  \j      j      House  of  Representatives  Mav  27^^  1772 

Voted  that  the  Petitioner^  bo  heard  on  this  Petition  on  tlie  5''-  day  of 
June  ne\t  and  tli.it  they  serve  the  Selectmen  of  Dover  v.-ith  a  Copy  of 
this  Petition  and  order  tiiereon  bat  if  the  General  Assembly  be  not  then 
sitting  then  on  the  third  day  of  their  siting   next  afterwards 

William  Parker 


In  Council  eodem  die 

Geo  King  D.  Secy. 
Read  and  concurd 

Copy  examined  by 


Geo  King  Dep^  Sec^y 


Petition  relating  to  removal  of  Rocks  from    Salnio):  Falls 

river. 

State  of     "1 

New  Hamp-  - 

shire.        j 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  and   House  of  Representatives 

of  said  State. 

The  Subscribers  hereto  '"most  humbly  Shew  That  for  many 
years  past  a  considerable  Trade  as  beneficial  to  the  Commu- 
nity as  to  Individuals  hath  been  carried  on  by  th,e  people  liv- 
ing on  what  is  called  Salmon  fall  River  which  Trade  lias  ever 
been  atten.ded  wii:h  the  greatest  Inconveniences  on  account  of 
many  verv  large  pointed  Rocks  which  lay  scattered  in  th.e  Bed 
of  said  River  for  near  a  Mile    beloNV  ^vhat  is  called  C^aamphe- 
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gnu  LanJiiig — TImL  all  [aiLei-iipts  to  raise  Money  by  vSubscrlp- 
tion  or  otlierwavs  tor  the  purpose  of  reniovin;^^  said  Rocks  have 
hitherto  proved  unsuccessful  the  cb.ar<j^c  of  that  Business  hav- 
ing been  deemed  too  heavy  to  be  borne  by  the  few  when  the 
many  were  as  closely  interested — That  to  the  obstructions 
aforesaid  vour  Petitioners  conceive  it  is  in  part  owing  that  the 
Trade  of  said  Ri\er  hath  lately  very  much  declined  but  which 
they  hope  will  soon  revive  on  their  removal. 

Your  petitioners  are  anxious  as  well  for  the  good  of  the  Com- 
munitv  as  for  their  own  private  Emolument,  to  have  the  said 
Rocks  removed,  and  therefore  in  a  Design  so  benevolent  and 
useful  Do  pray  the  aid  and  Interposition  of  your  Honors  so  far 
only  :!s  to  enable  them  to  raise  by  a  Lottery  about  fi\e  hundred 
pounds  v/liich  sum  with  uhat  i/icv  can  furnish  in  Labour  and 
material  t'lev  apprehend  will  be  su.iiicient  to  effect  the  above 
purpose — And  as  in  duty  bound  your  Petitioners  will  ever 
pra}- 


Feb.  2 
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Jacob  Sborey 
EH]»  Hauaall 
Jeiiei.liaii  Goodwin 
Sani-iie!  i>:'ickot; 
Jaiiiori  liracket; 
.Ja:n'?3  :;obc-rts 
Kur.;\ihroy  Chadbvum 
Stepiiea  Hodsdeu 
S.  HJU 

Jacob  Lord  Jr. 
Giibei  t  NVarreu 
Aarou  Stackpole 
Humph.  Cliadbourn  3d- 
Eb'Miexev  Lord 
Joj'uiia  Ortrat 
Johu  Hamilton 
Jno  Sranley  Jr 
Satuuel  Kicker 
Is.'xac  Morrill 
Josoph  Fog-g 
Paul  Lord 
!Natlian  Lord  .Jun. 
Ichabod  Goodwin  .Jr. 
Dominicua  Goodwin 
Jona  C.  Chadbourne 
Joseph  Prar  Jr. 
Samuel  Butler 

Xalhaniel ? 

Jonath.-in  Tebbets 
Thonias  P.iitlor 
Clark  Garriih 
E.'btT-voniblT 
Moses  CaiT 
Benja  Warren 
John  K.-be-na 


Za(;l)eu3  Vamey 
EbtMiozer  Kicker 
Joiin  Tebbets 
Ja''i>i)  Qi'iaiby 
IScaja  Qtdraby 
Wil'iam  Chadwick 
Iiaiiiel  Pike 
Kobort  Ko.;,'er8 
l>aiil  Woods 
John  Tucker 
AlexandcT  Gerrish 
John  Haggena 
Wm  KoL;er8 
.Joiei'h  Prime 
Juiia  Hariiiiton  Jr. 
Nathan  Lord 
Paul  Has'.-ens 
William  Pearny 
r.  C.  Hart? 
J.  Brackett 
Thomas  Sheafe 
.J<-iseph  simes 
Kich  Champney 
>atnl  Sherburne 
Jeremiah  Libley 
JL'irk  Nekon 
J.  hn  Noble 
.Jv.iiathaii  Varney 
J.din  Cutt3 
George  Darae 
Jer<;niiali  Hill 
Sairil  Cutts 
Toliiai  Walker 
Stephen  Paul 
I.  ICollias 
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DORCHESTER. 


Petitio}i  for  exton/o/:  0/  time  to  make  their  settlement. 
To  His  Excellency  Jolin   Wentworth   Esq.    Captain   General 

Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  in  and   over  his  Majesty's 

Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  in  Council 

The  Petition  of  John  House  of  Hanover  in  tlic  Connty  of 
Grafton  in  tlie  Province  aforesaid  Esqr,  in  behalf  of  Himself  & 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Dorchester  in  the  Said 
County  of  Grafton  unto  your  Excellency  &.  the  Hon'-''  Council 
humbly  Shev:s 

That  by  Reason  of  the  many  Difficulties  attending-  the  Set- 
tlement of  New  Townships  y'  Petitioners  have  not  been  able 
to  perform  the  Setling  Duties  required  by  Charter,  Tl-.at  there 
are  Several  families  ncvv'  setled  thicre  and  more  soon- to  remove 
that  they  have  cutt  a  Road  iv:  laid  out  most  of  tiic  Township, 
and  are  in  hopes  of  Perforrnir.g  the  Setling  Duties  it  your 
Excell  ■  c\;  Honours  will  indulge  them  with  an  extension  of 
the  Time  for  making  their  Settlement.  Wherefore  your  Peti- 
tioners humblv  pravs  y-  Excellencv  &  Honours  Favours  to 
them  in  granting  them  such  further  Time  forSetlingas  in  your 
wisdom  vou  mav  think  proper  And  your  Petitioners  beg  Leave 
to  assure  y'  Excell'--'  &  Honours  that  they  will  be  Solicitously 
attentive  to  fulfill  their  Duties  reijuired  by  the  Charter  of  s'^ 
Township  and  as  in  Duty  bound  y"  Petitioners  will  ever  pray 

John  House. 

Ports'"-"'  Dec.  3''  1771. 


Petition  for  a  Jieiv  Charter. 

[New  Charter  was  granted  May  i,  1772.     Ed.] 
Province       ") 
of  New  Hamp  f 

To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq"  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  said  Province  in  Council — 
The  Memorial  of  John   House  And    his  Associates   humbly 

sbeweth. 

That  your  }vIemorialists  having   lately  prefei-'d  a  petition  for 

an  Extension  of  the   Char'ier  of  the  Township   of  Dorchester 
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now  under  forfeiture  which  Extension  they  since  find  will  be 
attended  with  insuperable  Difficult'^,  jis  many  of  the  late  pro- 
prietors will  neithc:;-  prosecute  their  Settlements  nor  be  per- 
suaded to  pay  their  necessary  Taxes. 

Your  ^'vlemorialists  arc  now  desirous  of  withdrawing  the  said 
Petition  <x  v^ou'd  pray y''  Excellenc}"  &  Honours  tha.t  they  may 
be  favor'd  with  a  new  Charter  of  said  Townsliip  engao'ing  to 
admit  Avith  them  all  Such  <-A  the  late  proprietors  as  will  ap- 
pear to  do  tiie  necessary  Dutys  And  immediately  to  bringinto 
said  Township  a  Aumber  of  good  Settlers — to  clear  the  Road 
thro'  the  S;ime  leading  to  the  College  &  comply  with  every 
other  Condition  or  Reservation  which  your  Excellency  ^K:  Hon- 
ors mav  seem  meet  to  direct — and  }our Memorialists  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray — 

JoTix  House     For  himself  .S: 


his  associates 


Portsmouth  2$''-  april  r 


DUBLIN. 

[Originally  called  Monadaock,  No.  3,  was  granted  November  3,  1749. 
Ed.] 

Petition  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Toxi'uship. 

Province  of      "| 
New  Hampshire  j 

To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esqr.  Captain  General 
Governor  and  Coniniander  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majes- 
ty's Province  of  New  Hampshire  aforesaid  c^  Vice  admiral 
of  the  sanie.     In  Council. 

The  Petition  of  Josiah  Willard  J'  agent  for  and  in  behalf  of 
the  Inhabitants  and  Settlers  of  a  Tract  of  Land  in  said  Prov- 
ince ommoniv  called  \:  known  bv  the  name  of  Dublin  (or 
Monadnock  No.  3)      Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  petitioner  is  Impowered  and  authorized  to  inform 
your  Excellency  that  the  Said  Dublin  is  rated  among  the  Towns 
and  Parishes  in  this  Province  for  the  prov"'-'  Tax  and  that  the 
said  place  is  not  legally  qualitie<l  to  raise  and  collect  the  said 
Taxes  whereby  they  m.ay  be  construed  delinquents  if  the  same 
should  be  omitted  :  He  also  begs  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Ex- 
cellency that  the  said  Dublin  is  presumed  to  be  sufficiently  in- 
habited and  convenient  for  Incorporation  He  therefore  humibly 
Prays  in  behalf  of  his  Constituents  as  afores''.  That  tliey  may 
be  erected    and   Incorporated    ir.tu  a  Towubhip  and   that   they 
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may  be  investeu  with  the  privi ledges  and  powers  usually  en- 
joved  hy  Towns  in  this  Province.  The  power  given  your  pef^ 
with  the  several  signers,  being  h.erewith  presented,  and  your 
petitioner  in  his  said  Capacity  will  ever  pra}-  &c. 

JOSIAH  WiLLARD  Jr. 

Portsni"  2^''''-  Ivlarch  1771. 


DUNBARTOX. 


[Thii  town  was  formerly  called  Starks-Town,  and  v/as  incorporated 
10  August.  1765.     Ed.] 

Petltioyi  of  Capt.   Caleb    Pctgc  of  Slarksto-,vn. 

Prov  of    ") 
N.  Hanip.  ) 

To  his  Excellency  B.  W.  Esq.  Govern- &  Command"  in  Chieffe 
in  and  o%'er  s'  Province  cS:  to  his  Maj'-'  Council  k.  General 
Assembly. 

Plurnblv  sheweth  Crieb  Pac,e  ia  belutlf  of  himself  ^N;  other 
the  Inhabitants  of  a  I'iace  called  Starks  Town  in  this  Prov- 
ince that  bv  order  of  the  General  assembly  he  was  Directed  by 
a  particular  V\'arrant  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Prov-"  to  assess 
a  Certain  Sum  from  tlie  Petitioners  as  Inhabitants  of  Starks 
Town  aforcs-  and  also  the  Petitioner  received  at  the  same  Time 
one  other  Precept  Directed  to  the  Select  Men  of  Starks  Town 
for  tlie  assessing  <S:  Collecting  the  Pr'  Tax  for  the  Curr"  year. 
Th.e  Warr"- Directed  to  your  Peticioner  for  arrears  of  the  Pr'' 
Tax  for  former  vears  in  these  atTairs  vour  Petitioner  begs  Leave 
to  Inform  vour  Excellency  &  Hoa  '  that  the  Inhabitants  are  by 
no  means  able  to  Pay  such  sums  &  that  if  their  ability  was 
equal  to  the  Demand,  thev  are  in  no  Capacity  to  assess  the  In- 
habitants as  they  are  not  incorporated  nor  Entitled  in  any  way 
to  Town  Priviledges  therefore  Prays  to  be  admitted  to  explain 
before  vour  Excellency  &  Hon"^  tlie  Precise  Circumstances  & 
Condition  of  the  s'  Inhabitants  &  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty 
Bound  shall  ever  Pray. 

Caleb  Page. 

Province  of      '\  In  the  house  of  Ropresentati%-es  Dec'  y'-'  1763 
New  Hiimpshire  /This  Petition  being  read 

Voted  That  Col"  Sa:n'  Barr  &  Col"  John  Gotfe  E>qr  be  i:  they  are 
hereby  appointed  to  take  an  acco'  of  all  the  Polls  and  Rateable  Estate 
In  said  Town  ic  make  Report  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be 
under  oath 

•   A.  Clarkson  Clerk. 
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Province  of  )  In  Council  December  7^*'  1763 
New  Humps.  /      Read  ^c  Concurr'd 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Secy. 

Province  of  "I  y     .,      ,  c  d  ..  ..•         at         ti,      ^^ 

■vj       r  T         ^    V  In  tne  house  of  Representatives  May  4'"  1764 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  an  Inventory  of  Starks  tov/n  made 
their  Report  yesterd  ly  whicii  Report  is  on  file  and 
Voted  That  the  petition  be  Dismissed 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk 
In  Council  May  5*  1764 
read  ^c  Concurr'U 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Sec5" 


Petition  ill  rclatioii  to  a  school  lot. 

Province  of  1 
New  Ilamp.  J 

To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq.  Captain  general 
goveiTior  cC  commander  in  chief  in  .fc  over  his  Majestvs  prov- 
ince of  Xew  Hampshire  and  the  honourable  his  majestvs  coun- 
cill  &:  house  oi  Representatives  for  said  Province.  The  peti- 
tion of  James  Stinson  of  Dunbarton  in  said  province  most 
humbly  Sheweth  thpt  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Dunbarton  at  a 
legal  meeting  for  th::t  pm-posc  on  tb.e  25"'  day  of  October  1773 
voted  that  this  petitioner  should  have  the  school  lot  in  said 
town  which  is  the  lot  number  twelve  in  the  fourth  range  in  ex- 
change for  tifty  acres  of  the  easterly  end  of  the  lot  number 
eleven  in  the  third  range  and  the  half  off  the  easterly  end 
of  the  lot  number  twelve  in  the  same  range.  Wherefore  as  it 
is  thought  said  exchange  would  accom.modate  the  School  in 
said  town  as  well  as  the  petitioner  —  The  petitioner  therefore 
prays  your  Excellency  &  Honours  b_y  a  resolve  or  act  of  As- 
sembly for  that  purpose  would  confirm  said  to\\'n  vote  and 
your  petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray  &c 

Sam.  Livermore,  for  the  petitioner. 

January  11'''  1774. 
In  Council  Jan>'  iS,  1774 

Read  and  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Ilon^'-  Assembly 

Geo  King  D.  Secy. 

Province  of      |  j,^  ^j^^  House  of  Represent-  Tan?  iS  1774 
New  Hampshire  j  *  ■'  '-'    /  / + 

Voted  that  the  Praver  of  this  Petition  be  granted  &  that  the  Petition- 
ers have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  accordingly 

William  Parker  Cler  assembly 
In  Council  eodem  die 
Read  and  concur'd 

Geo  King  D.  Sec-^". 
At  a  Leaugel  Meeting  of  the   Inhabitants  of  the   town  o  fDunbarton 
assembled  October  y-  ^j-'-  1773     And  Voted  that  James  Stinson  Should 
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'i."-.vc  t'l'.c  School  Lole  in  sa.id  town  which  is  the  Lote  N"  tivelve  in  the 
fourth  R?.n2-e  in  Exchange  for  fifty  acres  off  the  Easterly  end  of  the 
Lote  X"  Ele'.en  third  Range  and  the  half  off  said  Easterly  End  of  N'^ 
twelve  in  said  Range 

A  true  Coppy  Attest  W'"  Stark  P.  C. 


Resolve  to  exchavge  the  School  Lot  i?i  Duiibarton. 

Province  ot    1  j     ^     House  of  Representatives  Jan^  2o«i  1774 
New  hanips.  J  ^  -^  ''^ 

Upon  readina;-  the  Petition  of  James  Stinson  of  Dunbarton  in  this 
Province  praving  that  the  said  Town  of  Dunbarton  might  be  Impow- 
ered  to  carry  inro  Execution  a  certain  vote  of  said  Town  viz  :  that  he 
the  said  Tames  Stinson  sliould  have  the  School  Lot  which  is  tiie  Lot 
Number  Twelve  in  the  fourth  Range  of  Lots  in  said  Town  in  Exciiange 
for  Fiftv  Acres  off  the  Easterly  end  of  the  Lot  Number  ELvcn  in  the 
third  Range  and  the  half  off  the  Easterly  end  of  the  Lot  Number 
Twelve  in  said  third  Range.  All  which  having  been  heard  and  con- 
sidered and  it  aopearing  tiiat  said  Exchange  will  be  for  the  Advantage 
of  both  Parties — Therefore  it  is  Resolved  i:  Voted  That  upon  the  said 
James  Stinsons  making  and  executing  to  the  Selectmen  for  the  use  of 
the  Town  of  Dunbarton  aforesaid  a  good  and  valid  Deed  oi  the  atore- 
said  Fiftv  acres  otT  the  East  gnd  of  the  Lot  Number  Eleven  in  the  tiiird 
Range  and  the  half  of  the  Lot  Num''  Twelve  in  said  third  Range  for 
the  uses  and  purpose  of  supporting  a  school  in  said  Dunbarton  forever. 
That  thicn  the  said  Town  or"  Dunbarton  be  and  hereby  are  Empowered 
to  appoint  ^o:ne  Person  or  Persons  to  make  and  Execute  to  hini  the  said 
James  Stin-on  h^^  heirs  and  assigns  foreve--  a  Good  cS:  Valid  Deed  of  the 
afore-^aid  Let  Number  Twelve  in  the  Fourth  Range  which  deed  siiall  be 
esteemed  good  i:  authentic  to  ail  Intents  and  purposes 

J.  Wentworth,  Speaker. 
In  Council  Jan?  25.  1774 
Read  and  concurd 

Geo  King  D.  Sec? 
Consented 

J.  Wextworth 


Petltio7i  of  Caleb  P-ige  relating"  to  school  Lot. 

Province  of") 
New  Hamp  / 

To  His  Excellencv  Jolin  Wentworth  Esqr.  Governor  in  chief 
in  &  over  said  Province  The  Honourable  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  in   General   Assembly  convened.     May 

II'"  1774 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Caleb  Page  of  Dunbarton  in  the 
Countv  of  Hillsborough  Gentleman  in  behalf  of  himself  and  a 
number  of  the  Inhabitants  &  Freeholders  of  said  Dur.lxirton 
Sheweth  That  v/hen  the  Lands  in  said  Town  were  allotted, 
Lot  number  nine  in  the  third  Range  was  laid  out  for  tiie  use  of 
the  School  forever.  Afterwards  on  th-e  Tenth  Day  of  June 
1761  the  Proprietors  oi"  said  Dunbarton  voted  to  exchange  the 
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Schoot  Lot  with  William  Stark  of  said  Dunbarton  if  he  would 
purchase  Lot  :rnmbjf  twelve  iu  tb.afoLirth  Rang-e  for  tl-e  use  of 
the  School.  "Which  Lot  number  twelve  the  said  Stark  atter- 
wards  purchased  for  his  o-^vn  use,  but  hath  never  conveyed  the^ 
same  for  the  use  of  the  school  according  to  the  Condition  ot 
said  Vote.  Afterwards  at  a  suppos'd  fleeting  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  Dunbarton  afores'^  (which  meeting  Vv'as  called  within 
Six  Davs  after  the  Warrant  therefor  issued  and  the  same  ^\  ar- 
rant put  up  in  a  very  private  Place)  it  was  voted  by  a  tew  of 
the  Lihabitants  that'james  Stiuson  of  said  Dunbarton  should 
have  the  Lot  Number  Twelve  called  the  School  Lot  in  Ex- 
change for  fift\- acres  otT  the  Easterly ,,  End  of  Lot  Number 
Eleven  In  the  third  Range  and  the  half' of  said  Ea^-terly  End 
of  Lot  Xumtvcr  Twelve  in  the  same  Range  In  Consequence 
of  wiiich  \'ute  obtained,  in  an  unfair  and  private  manner  The 
said  Stinson  petitioned  your  Excellency  and  Honors  setting 
forth  t'-ie  purport  of  the  same  vote  and  that  an  Exchange  of 
said  Luts  vv-ould  be  a  mutual  Benetlt.  Wherefore  your  Excel- 
lency and  Honors  Resolved  that  upon  the  said  Stir.-on's  m.aking 
and 'Executing  to  the  Selectmen  for  the  use  of  the  Tov,-n  of 
Dunbarton  afores'  a  Deed  of  the  afores'-  iifty  acres  of  the  east- 
erly End  of  the' Lot  Number  Eleven  in  the  third  Range  and 
half  of  Lot  Number  Twelve  in  the  same  Range  for  the  use  and 
support  or  a  school  in  said  Dunbarton  forever,  that  then  the 
Town  afores'  should  be  empowered  to  appoint  some  person  or 
Persons  to  make  to  said  Stinson  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever 
a  good  and  valid  Deed  of  the  said  Lot  Number  Twelve  in  the 
fourth  Range  Since  v/hich  said  Resolve  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town  have  at  two  legal  Meetings  voted  not  to  exchange 
said  Lot  N  '  12  as  they  apprehend  tiiey  liave  no  legal  Title  to 
the  same  but  that  the  Lot'number  niiie  in  tlie  third  Range  re- 
main the  School  Lot  in  said  Town  as  it  was  laid  originally  tor 
that  purpose  and  tliat  if  they  v.ere  Ov/ners  of  the  Lot  Number 
twelve  in  the  third  Range  called  the  School  Lot  would  not  ex- 
change tliesame  because  it  is  much  better  situated  and  of  double 
the  Value  of  the  Land  proposed  to  be  given  by  said  Stinson  in 
exchange.  But  as  every  Metliod  is  and  hath  been  taken  to  per- 
suade and  terrify  the  P'cople  of  said  Dunbarton  to  vote  in  ex- 
change of  said'  Lot  agreeaijle  to  said  Resoh  e  whereby  the 
Peace  of  the  Town  hath  been  much  disturbed  and  if  the  In- 
habitants should  make  a  Deed  tliereof  to  said  Stinson  they 
must  necessarily  expose  tliemsclves  to  a  suit.  WHierefore  your 
Petitioner  humbly  prays  that  the  same  Resolve  may  be  made 
null  and  void  that  an  order  may  be  passed  hereon  to  stop  any 
further  Proceedings  upon  the  sanae  Resolve  untill  your  Excel- 
lency's and  Honors  tlnal  order  herein  and  your  Petitioner  as  in 
Duty  bornd  will  cer  pray  »S:c. 

Caleb  Page. 
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Province  of")  In  Council  May  i::*''  1774 

iNew  riui-.ip  J  This  Petition  was  read  vS:  ordered   to  be  sent  down  to  the 
Hon^''^  Assembly 

Geo  King  D.  Sec^ 
Province  of)_In  the  House  ot"  Representatives  May  12^^  1774 
New  Hamp  j  The  foregoing  Petition  being  Read. 

Voted  That  the  Petitioner  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  the  Second 
Day  of  the  Siting  of  the  General  Assembly  next  after  the  tenth  day  of 
June  next  and  that  the  Petitioner  Serve  the  Selectmen  of  Dunbarton  and 
James  Stin-on  named  in  this  Petition  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  and 
Order  that  they  may  have  Opportunity  to  Shew  Cause  whv  the  Prayer 
of  the  Petition  Should  not  be  Granted,' and  further  Voted  That  all  Pro- 
ceedings on  the  Resolve  mentioned  in  this  Petition  be  stayed  in  the 
mean  time. 

M.  Weare  CK 
In  Council  May  I3*t>  1774. 
Read  a;  coacur'd 

G;o  King  D  Sec". 


DUNSTABLE. 


[Thii  town  was  granted  and  settled  under  the  authority  of  Massachu- 
setts and  remained  under  tliat  Gcernment  until  the  divisional  line  be- 
tween New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  was  established  in  X741.  The 
original  grant  embraced  a  large  tract  of  territory,  including  Dunstable 
in  Massachusetts,  parts  of  tlie  towns  of  Tyng^borough,  >Is..  Hollis, 
Hudson,  Litchfield  and  ^lerrirnack  in  New  Hampshire.  The  name  of 
the  town  was  changed  to  Nashua  by  an  ace  of  the  Legislature,  which 
passed  S  December,  1S36.  The  date  01  its  incorporation  by  New  Hamp- 
shire is  I  April,  1746.     Ed.] 

Petiti-  n  of  Su::dry  Inhabitants  of  Pine  Hill^  Dicnstahle. 
Province  of) 
New  Han-.p  ) 

We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Westerly  part  of  Dun- 
stable called  Pine  Hill,  Have  Bought  the  Several  Places  or 
Farms  that  we  now  Possess.  Sirice  the  Said  Inhabitance  Peti- 
tioned His  Exc-"^  &c  to  be  annexed  to  Holies  and  the  Several 
Persons  we  Bought  of  Sign'd  said  Petition,  which  Petition  we 
humbly  pray  may  be  granted  (as  we  expected  it  would  be) 
when  we  purchased  our  Farms 

Joseph  Taylor 
Dunstable  Nov.  y^  22'  1763  James  Hill 

James  Taylor 
Abrh"^  Keyzer 

13 
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ILxiract  from  the  Votes  of  a  tovjn  meeting  in   Dunstable. 

At  a  ineetin^  of  the  Inhabitant^  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  in  the_ 
Province  of  New  Hanip""  Reg-uLirly  Assembled  on  monday  v^  5th  of 
December  1763 

An  extract  from  the  Vote  of  said  meeting.  Whereas  John  Willoughby 
Benj-^  Parker,  Elnathan  Blood  amos  Philips  Jonatlian  Hubbnrd  Ger- 
shom  Hubbard  A:  Daniel  more  Complain  that  they  have  no  Benefit  ot 
the  money  they  pay  for  Preaching  in  this  Tov,-n  by  Reason  of  the  Dis- 
tance they  live'froni  the  meetin,^  House  Tlierefore  Voted  that  they  be 
released  from  Paying  any  money  that  sliall  be  raised  for  Preaching  in 
this  Town  for  Three  years  from  this  day  for  their  polish:  E.-tates  it  they 
continue  to  own  th-nr  Real  Estate  where  tiiey  now  live  Except  the  Town 
should  move  tlie  meeting  house  to  tiie  Center  of  travel  <S;  Provided  they 
attend  M''  Emersons  ministry  ar  Holies  during  said  Term 

Copy  from  Dunstable  Record, 

JoxATiiAN  Lund  Town  Clerk 
Exam'i  &c 

Dunstable  Dee.  6  1763. 


Petiiio?i  of  inhabitants  of  West  Parish  of  Dunstable  for  a 

garrisofi  and  ))ien. 
Province  of  "(^ 
New  Hamps.  j 

Dunstable  June  iS''-'  1744- 

Wee  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  "West  Parash  in  the  D'strict 
of  Dunstable  do  hereby  authorize  >.V  desire  M'  James  Stewart  in  our 
Names  azid  BohaU"  t'>  make  proper  application  to  the  Governmant  of 
Nev.-  Hampshire  Setting  forth  our  being  Situated  on  the  Frontier  and 
Exposed  to  the  Enemy  and  tn.e  Necessity  we  are  in  of  a  Guard  cc  pray 
for  a  Sutable  cV  Seasonable  Relef  thare  \'iz  :  at  meeting  cf  the  Inhab- 
itance  of  the  west  in  Dunstable  Regularly  assembled  and  Voted  &  chose 
Samuel  Cuming-  moderator.  Voted  5c  chose  James  Stewart  to  Repre- 
sent the  parish  at  New  Hampshire 

Voted  to  P.equest  six  garrisons  and  five  and  twenty  soldiers. 


Capt.  Peter  Powr? 
Lieut  Eenj-  Farl-.-y 
Ens.  Jerathmeil  Comings 
Samuel  Coinings 
Joshua  Wight 

fames } 

Peter  .? 

Stephen  Haris 
Stephen  Hasaltine 
David  Nevens 
Samuel  Farley 
James  Stewart 
Jonathan  Dantord 
Josiaia  Brown 
John  Brown 
Nathaniel  Blood 
Samuel  Parker 
Benj-  Elanchara 
Benj'  Blanchard  Jun. 
Nichlas  French 
Jonathan  Lougey 
Benj'  Parker  ' 
Amos  Phiiips 


Jo.^iah  Hobard 
Will"  Hartvvell 
Thomas  Peck 
Will'"  Colburn 
Thomas  Neuens 
Daniel  Wooster 
John  Boyntn  Jun'' 
Henerv  Bonton 
Will'"  Blanchard 
Zerubable  Kemp 
Will"'  Adams 
John  Phelps 
Elathen  Blood 
Josiah  Blood 
Joseph  Chosley 
Stephen  Am^J 
Moses  Procter 
Joseph  McUaniels 
lames  McDaniels 

■ .=  M.:Daniels 

Jonathan  Melnan 
Enoch  Hunt 
Daniel  Emerson 
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Pet >t  1071  for  -prolcch'nn  against  Indians. 
To  his  Excellenc}'  Benning  ^^'ent\•■,•orth  Esq'  Capt.  General 
and  Govenor  in  chief  in  &  over  his  Majesties  Province  of 
Nev*' Hampshire  in  New  Enghmd  —  The  Honourable  the 
Council  &  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  con- 
vened. 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  James  Stuart  in  the  Name 
and  beludf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  West  Parish  and  District 
of  Dunstable  in  tlie  said  Province  Humbly  Shcweth  the  said 
Parish  has  been  Settled  by  his  Majesties  Subjects  about  four- 
teen years  and  a  Gospell  ^Minister  ordained  above  a  year  that 
the  Settlers  had  an  Eye  at  enlarging  his  Majesties  Dominions 
by  going  into  the  Wilderness  as  well  as  at  their  own  Interest 
that  many  Thousand  of  pounds  has  been  spent  in  clearing  and 
cultivating  the  Land  there  and  some  thousands  more  in  build- 
ing houses  Barns  Oc  fences  the  breaking  up  of  which  Settle- 
ment will  not  only  ruin  the  Memorialists  but  greatly  diserve 
his  majesties  Interest  by  encouraging  his  Enemies  to  encroach 
on  his  diserted  Settlements  and  be  also  hurtfull  to  the  Province 
by  contracting  itb  borders  and  drawing  the  war  nearer  the 
Capital 

That  it  v,as  by  a  long  and  Importunate  Intercession  oi  this 
Province  (and  not  of  the  ^Memorialists  seeking)  that  thev  are 
cast  under  the  ini'iiediate  care  of  this  Go\'f;rnment  %\-hich  tiiey 
conceive  gives  them  so  n:uch  tlie  better  riglit  to  its  protection 
that  as  w^ar  is  already  declared  against  Franc:;  and  a  Rupture 
with  the  Indians  b.ourly  expected  vour  Memorialist  unless  thev 
have  spcdy  help  will  h;e  soon  oblidged  to  forsake  their  Settle- 
ments how  Discervicable  soever  It  May  be  to  the  Crown  Dis- 
honourable to  the  Government  hurtfull  to  the  Province  and  ruin- 
ous to  themselves 

Wherefore  your  Memorialists  ^Most  humbly  supplicate  your 
Exelency  the  Honourable  Council  k.  House  of  Representati\'cs 
to  take  tlie  Premises  into  vour  wise  &  mature  consideration 
and  to  grant  them  such  Seasonable  Relief  as  May  Enable  them 
to  Subsist  in  tlie  War  &  secure  against  the  Ravage  »S:  Devasta- 
tions of  a  blood  thirsty  »S:  [Merciless  Enemy  and  your  Memo- 
rialists as  in  dut}'  bound  v.dll  ever  prav. 

James  Stewart. 

Dated  att  Portsmouth 
June  y^- 23,  17-14. 
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Petitio7z  in    rcJt-rtion  to  a  ccrt'.ihi  tract  of  la7id. 

To  his  Excellencv  BeuingAV  cntwurtii  PIsqr.  Governour&Com- 
ander  in  Chief  iu  iK;  over  his  ^luicstys  province  of  New 
Hampshire  in  Xcw  Jingland,  and  to  the  Hono'''''  his  Majcs- 
tys  Council  for  said  Province 

Humbly  Shew  the  Inhabitants  of  t;ie  Town  of  Charlestown 
in  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  the  province  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  That  in  the  ^'ear  Sixteen  hundred  and  Sixty  by  Ver- 
tue  of  an  order  of  the  Generall  Court  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Ba}  .  There  was  laid  out  a  Tract  of  Land  on  the 
western  Side  of  iSlerrimack  River  for  the  nse  of  the  School  of 
Charlestown  aforesaid  Containing-  One  Thousand  Acres  More 
or  Less  at  a  place  Call'd  bv  the  Indians  Souhaganack  and 
within  the  Bounds  of  old  Dunstable  a  Coppv  of  which  Laying 
Out  and  the  Bounds  thereof  is  hereunto  annext.  That  in  the 
Year  Sixteen  hundred  &  Severity  one  The  Town  of  Charles- 
town obtained  a  Deed  for  the  Same  Land  from  three  Indians 
Then  Inhabitants  near  ^Merrimack  River  a  Coppy  of  which 
Deed  is  Also  liereunto  xVnnext.  That  by  the  late  Burning  of 
the  Boundary  line  Between  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  Xew  Hampshire  the  Said  Tract  of  Land  falls  within 
the  province  of  Xevr  Hampshire 

Wherefore  the  s'  Inhabitantsprav\(Uir  Excellencv  and  Hon- 
ours Thac  when  you  shall  be  pleased  t<'j  Take  Under  Consider- 
ation the  niaking  any  Grants  of  Conhrm.ation  the  Said  Tract 
of  Land  may  be  Confirmed  to  the  Proprietors  or  at  least  no 
ways  Infringed  Up'-;n  by  any  Xew  Grants  that  the  Proprietors 
May  be  held  in  their  Just  Rights  that  the  Xeedless  Expence  of 
Law  Suits  may  be  prevented  and  Your  petitioner  as  In  Duty 
Bound  Shall  ever  pray  c^cc 

JoHX  FoYE  In  the  be- 
Aug.  4,  1742.  half  of  the  said  Inhabitants 


Indian  Deed. 

To  all  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  Greetins:.  Know 
y*  that  we  Ximrocl  alias  Ohkohhan  Son  01'  Robin  Indian  and  Wunnun- 
togin  Son  of  Pahphomo-hammunt  Indian  and  John,  Indian  alias  Jah- 
kananiinguiss  son  of  was>armemit.  now  Inhabitants  of  Xaamcock  on 
Jylerrimack  River  near  Patucket,  for  and  in  consideration  of  a  valuable 
sum  of  .money  to  us  and  to  each  of  us  well  and  truly  paid  by  the  Select- 
men of  Charlestown  in  the  behalf  of  their  Town,  the  receipt  whereof 
we  do  bv  these  presents  acknowled<;e  and  therewith  to  be  fuUv  Satis- 
fied contented  and  paid  and  thereof  and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof 
do  fully  clearly  and  absolute! v  acquit  release  and  discharge  the  said  Se- 
lectmen and  Town  of  Charlestown  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  by 
these  presents  have  granted  bargained  and  sold  aliened  enfeoiTc''  andcon- 
firmed  and  by  these  presents  do  fullv  clearly  and  absolutely  grant  bar- 
gain and  sell  aiien  enfeotTe  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Selectmen  and 
Town  of  Charlestown  one  parcel  of  Land  containing  by  estimation  one 
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thousand  acres,  be  it  more  or  less,  situate  lying  and  being  within  the 
bounds  and  iiini's  of  Sou'^hgcp.uck  land  lying  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
Second  great  Interval  and  on  the  South  side  the  said  River  beginning 
at  a  great  hill  called  Dram-cup-hill  and  so  extending  down  the  river 
about  two  miles  and  so  to  !y  in  every  respect  and  particular  according 
to  the  record  of  said  thousand  acres  (abiding  yet  on  tile  in  the  County 
records)  granted  by  the  hon'^''"  General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  to  the 
School  of  Charlestown.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted  and 
bargained  premises  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  with  all  the  priv- 
ileges and  appurtenances  to  the  same  appertaining  or  in  anywise  be- 
longing both  upland  Meadow  Interval-land  Swamps  Rivers,  Brooks 
broke  u_p  land  fiship^places  with  all  the  benefits  profits  and  Commodities 
Of  the  same  to  tVie  said  Town  and  school  of  Charlestown  and  Selectmen 
thereof  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and  to  their  and  their  only 
proper  use  and  behoof  and  we  the  said  Nirarod  alias  Tash-kobham  \\  un- 
riuntogin  and  John  alias  Pakana-nunguiss  for  us  and  each  of  us  our 
heirs  administrate:?  and  assigns  forever  do  covenant  promise  and  grant 
to  and  v.ith  tiie  <aid  Town  and  Seiectm.en  of  Charlestown  for  the  time 
being  and  so  from  time  to  time  that  we  the  said  [Indians]  (i)  now^  are 
and  of  ancient  times  have  been  by  our  forefathers  and  near  Relations 
the  proper  and  true  owners  of  the  aforesaid  Land,  according  totliebest 
title  that  any  Indians  can  claim,  and  that  we  have  (And  hereafter  shall 
be  ready  the  likes  to  do  in  case  of  need)  made  out  our  just  right  and 
title  therein  and  thereto  and  that  wee  have  good  right  full  power  and 
lawful  authority  to  grant  bargain  and  seii  all  Indian  right  Title  ?nd  In- 
terest therein  o"r  thereto  unto  the  Said  Selectmen  and  Town  of  Charles- 
town and  that  they  the  said  Selectmen  and  Town  of  Charlestown  shall 
and  may  at  all  times  and  from  time  to  tinae  forever  hereafter  quietly  and 
peaceably  have  hold  occupy  possess  and  enjoy  the  above  granted  and 
bargained  premises  with  afl  the  profits  and  Commodities  privileges  and 
appurtenances  to  the  same  appertaining  or  in  anywise  belonging  as 
aforesaid  without  the  lawful  Lett  hindrance  trouble  molestation  or  de- 
nial of  us  the  said  [Indians]  or  either  of  us  our  heirs  Executors^  Ad- 
ministrators or  assigns  of  us  or  either  of  us  or  of  any  of  them  or  of  any 
other  person  or  personi  whatsoever  lawfully  claiming  and  having  any 
Indian  Right  Title  or  Interest  therein  or  thereto  by  from  or  under  us  or 
either  of  as  or  by  anv  other  ways  or  means  whatsoever.  In  witness 
whereof  we  che  said  [Indians]  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals 
this  fourteen  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy  one.  NimVod  alias  Tash  y^  kohan,  his  mark  and 
(1)  Names  as  before.    Ed. 

a  seal  Pakanun  x  guiss  his  Mark  and  a  seal  Wunnuntogin  y,  his  Mark 
and  a  seal.  Read, "signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us 
Joseph  Whiting,  Eleazar,  Monoquasson  Jacob  alias  Pat.atuck  ^  his 
mark  Jonathan  Danforth. 

July  15,  1671.  Wunnuntogin  and  Pakana-nenguiss  Indians  late  of 
Xatiiicuck  now  of  Wamesit  freely  acknowledged  this  writing  to  be  their 
act  and  Deed.     Daniel  Gookin  Assistant. 

July  15,  1671  Nimrod  Alias  Tashkohhan  acknowledged  this  Instru- 
ment" to  be  his  act  and  Deed  before  me.     Edw^  Tyng  Assiss- 

Charlestown  O-to''''  S'-'  1695.  Entred  by  Sam'  Phipps  Record'  Copy 
from  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  middlesex  Book  10,  page  4:15-6 

Examd.  bv 

Eras.  Foxcraft  Reg' 


At  a  Second  Sessions  of  the  General  Court  held  at  Boston  y*    i6-^  oi 
October  1660 
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By  Virtue  of  an  Order  of  the  Gcnerall  Court  laid  out  for  tlie  use  of 
the  Sc!iool  of  Charleston n.  One  Thousand  xVcros  of  Land  more  or 
Le>.A  in  the  Wilderness  on  the  Western  Side  of  Me;rcinacke  Riser  at  a 
place  comonlv  called  by  the  Indians  Souha^anucke  beginning  at  the 
foot  of  a  great  hill  and  so  extending  EastAvard  about  Two  Miles  down 
the  said  River  l^  bounded  with  tb.e  River  North  and  by  Land  laid  out 
for  Mrs.  Anna  Cole  on  the  East.  The  Wilderness  elsewhere  Sur- 
rounding according  to  marked  Trees  all  which  are  SuiTiciently  bounded 
with  C.  and  is  r.ion-  fully  Demonstrated  by  a  Plat  t.-iken  of  the  same  by 

Jonatlian  Danforth  Surveyor 

Tlie  Court  doth  allo^.v  and  approve  of  this  Return 

A  true  Copy  as  of  Record 

Attest        J.  Willard  Secy 


Pctitio72  in  rclalio'n  to  conjilctuig  tozvn  )?icctii!gs. 
To   His   Excellency  Benning  Wcntworth   Esq'  Capt.  General 
Governor  &  Cornmancler  in   Ciiief  in  &  over  His  majesty's 
Province  of  Xev/  ILirnpshire  tlie  Hon'^^^"  His  majesty's  Coun- 
cil &  Hou:^e  of  R.epresentatIvcsfor  said  Province  in  General 
Assembly  convened  the  lo'"  Day  of  2slay  174S 
The  Humble  Petition  of  Jo=;eph  Blanchard  of  Dunstable  in 
said  Province  in  beitiilf  of  himself  ii  other  Freeholders  »!;.:  In- 
habitants of  the  said  Tov/ri  Shews 

That  on  the  12'"  Day  of  March  last  past  the  Selectmen  of 
Dunstable  afores^  Issued  a  \Varrant  Directed  to  the  Constable 
of  said  Town  Requiring  him  to  Warn  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town  v/ho  were  (^aaliiied  to  Vote  in  the  choice  of  Town 
officers  to  meet  the  30'''  Day  of  the  same  month  tochuse  Town 
officers  for  the  Curreiit  Year.  &c.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
said  Town  accordingly  met  &  after  some  Debate  Concerning 
the  Qtialifications  of  Voters  in.  such  atiairs  they  proceeded  to 
the  Business  of  tlie  meeting  &  iifty  three  then  assembled  who 
were  Qtialified  according  to  the  Laws  by  ^vhich  they  had  here- 
tofore been  GovernM  who  Divided  into  fwo  parties  tlurty  six 
in  one  &  Seventeen  in  the  other  ^^  each  chose  a  moderator 
Select  men  tc  all  other  Town  officers  who  are  all  s\>-orn  to  the 
faithful  Discharge  o\  their  Respecti\'e  Offi.ces  ^vhereby  there 
are  two  or  a  Dotible  set  of  officers  for  every  office  In  the  said 
Toum  the  Evident  Consequence  of  which  is  the  utmost  con- 
fusion— That  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  Officers  in  the 
said  Tovv'n  Legally  chosen  &  C^ualitied  whose  Authority  there 
may  be  no  Just  Grounds  to  Dispute  as  \vell  with  Regard  to 
the  Province  taxes  as  t(^  those  matters  ^i:  things  which  more 
Immediately  Concern  the  Tc\vn  the  Decision  of  which  in  the 
Common  Course  of  the  Law  would  be  both  tedious  &  Expen- 
sive and  not  answer  the  Exigcicies  of  the  Towti.  That  these 
Inconveniences  to  the  said  Town  are  in  a  great  measure  osving 
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to  their  particular  Circumstances  being  but  Lately  Incorpor- 
ated c;ia^hnve  no  Custom  to  Govern  their  proceedings  in  such 
cases  And  to  the  Defect  of  the  Province  Laws  Relating  here- 
unto. For  your  Petitioner  cannot  find  there  is  any  Law  of 
this  Province  that  Determines  the  Qt-ialtfications  of  Voters  in 
such  Tov,-n  meetings  for  the  Choice  of  Town  Officers  tlie  only 
Law  that  Relates  to  that  matter  Says  That  the  Free  holders  & 
other  Lihabitants  of  Each  Town  Ratable  at  twenty  Pounds 
Estate  to  one  vSingle  Rate  besides  the  Poll  &c.  Shall  Vote 
But  there  being  no  Law  tliat  Distinguishes  what  Estate  is  Rata- 
ble and  what  is  not  (which  yet  the  very  Term  Ratable  Estate 
supposes)  the  Directions  of  this  Law  in  this  case  are  Intirely 
useless 

That  it  would  greatly  Contribute  to  the  Peace  and  Dispatch 
of  such  meetings  if  the  Law  was  Express  Sc  Clear  who  siiould 
Govern  them  till  a  moderator  is  fairly  chosen  for  in  matters  of 
Importance  &  Vv'hen  the  People  are  Divided  every  man  having 
an  Equal  Right  to  Govern  they  dispute  as  hotly  about  that  as 
any  matter  tliey  have  to  do  In  which  point  the  Law  is  Intirely 
Silent  and  with  Respect  to  Towns  newly  Erected  no  customs 
can  have  Existence  (as  was  before  hinted)  Iiut  such  as  can 
have  no  operation  that  Such  Places  Especially  must  Labour 
under  Insuperable  Difficulties  unless  aided  by  the  General 
assembly  or  the  Standing  General  laws  of  tlie  Province  in 
this  Particular  amended 

Wherefore  your  Petitioner  most  Flumbly  Prays  th.at  the 
Premises  m.ay  be  considered  with  all  Convenient  Dispatch — 
That  the  Choice  made  by  the  majority  of  the  Votes  afores-- 
mav  be  confirmed  and  declared  valid  or  that  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings may  be  nullified  and  a  nev,"  meeting  called  under  the 
Direction  of  the  General  assembly — and  some  Law  Enacted 
that  mav  Prevent  the  like  Inconveniences  for  the  future.  And 
your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  sliall  ever  Pray  &c 

Joseph  Blanchard. 

In  Council  May  17,  174S 

read  A:  ordered  to  he  sent  down 
to  y^  HonWe  House 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 

^u°''  °^  ?'^^''  ^>  In  tlie  House  of  Representatives  17'''  May  174S 
Hampshire  j  ^  1  j     i-r 

Voted  that  _\-^  Petitioner  be  heard  on  this  Petition  y  next  Th'.ir.-,day 
come  seven  ni^ht  .ic  that  he  (at  his  own  co^t)  serve  both  sets  ot  Select- 
men ct  both  Tov/n  Clerks  that  Vv-ere  chosen  on  s''  thirtyeth  01"  March 
with  a  copv  of  this  Petition  is:  tliis  order  of  Court  between  this  Day  Sc 
y«  next  Fryday  night  that  they  may  shew  cause  if  any  they  ha\e  why 
V  Praver  of  y  Petition  should  not  be  granted 

D.  Pierce  Clk 
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In  Council  Eodem  Die 
read  &  Concurred 

Theo  Atkinson  Secy 
Eodem  Die 

Assented  to 


B.  Wentworth. 


Mav  26'"  174S 
Voted  That  y*=  whole  Proceedings  ot"  y"  Town  of  Dunstable  at  their 
meeting  on  y>  thirtveth  of  March'last  be  nullified  X'  made  void  and  it 
is  hereby  order'd  that  a  meeting  be  held  by  the  Freeholders  &  Inhabi- 
tants of  s-  Toun  of  D  m  ,table  qualified  to  vote  as  is  herein  after  men- 
tioned on  the  third  Wednesday  of  June  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  y"  fore- 
noon at  y- meeting  House  in's-*  Dunstable  to  choose  a  Town  Clerk 
Selectmen  Sz  all  other  Town  otHcers  as  Law  Directs  which  meeting 
shall  be  warned  by  posting  up  a  Copy  of  this  order  of  Court  attested 
by  y"  Secretary  at  two  publick  Houses  in  .$'  Town  ten  Days  at  least  be- 
fore y^  Time  appointed  for  holding  s'  meeting  and  Capt  Thomas  Cole- 
burn  of»Xottingh,am  West  is  hereby  appointed  to  be  the  moderator  of 
s"*  meeting  i:  to  be  paid  for  his  Trouble  therein  by  said  Town  of  Dun- 
stable and  it  is  resolved  that  all  Freeholders  being  Inhabitants  A:  all 
other  inhabitants  ratable  at  twenty  Pounds  Estate  according  to  v*  last 
year's  Invoice  of  s'^  Dunstable  have  a  Right  to  Vote  at  s*  meeting  & 
that  y«  Petitioners  have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordinglv 

D.  prerce  CU 
In  Council  May  27*^  174S 
read  &  concurr'd 

Theod.  Atkinson  Secy 
Eodem  Die 

Assented  to 

B.  Wentworth 
In  Council  May  27""  174.3 

read  ife  non  concurrd  and  Voted  that  the  Several  Votes  Pa^t  at  the 
meeting  within  mentioned  of  which  Magr.  Zacheus  Lovwell  was  mod- 
erator be  >i'  hereby  are  ratityed  .5c  Confirmed  &  that  the  respective 
oificers  ellected  at  the  said  meeting  be  Deemed  the  Lawfuil  officers  of 
the  town  for  the  year  Insueing  ^  that  the  other  meeting  mentioned 
above,  held  in  s-  Town  at  the  same  time  cf  which  Mr.  Jonathan  Lov- 
well was  cho  =  en  clerk  and  all  the  votes  actions  Sc  Transactions  thereof 
be  cS:  hereby  are  m-ade  Void  &  of  none  Effect  and  Tis  hereby  further 
order'd  Sc  Directed  that  all  Parties  in  the  s'*  Town  conform  themselves 
accordingly 

The^  xVtkinson  Sec-' 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

New  Hamp  i' ^^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives  27"^  May  1748 

Voted  That  the  foregoing  Vote  of  the  Hon.  Council  be  nonconcur'd 
.S;  that  y-  House  adhere  to  their  former  Vote 

D.  Pierce  CU 
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Petitio}!  for  dividing-  the  Province  into  Counties. 
To  His  Excellency  ''penning   Wentwoi-th   Esqr.  Govr.  cS:c.  the 
Hon'''*'  his  Majestys  Councill  &  House  of  Representatives  in 
Gen'  Assembly  Conveined.     Portsmouth  y'^  9''''  day  of  Apr. 

1754- 

Wee  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hamp-  on  the  West  side  of  Merrvmack  River  Would  most 
Humbly  Remonstrate  That  the  Extent  of  the  Settlements  of 
this  Province  is  upward  of  One  Hundred  Miles  Westward 
from  Portsmouth  the  Place  where  all  the  Courts  in  the  Prov- 
ince are  held. 

That  the  Great  Difficulties  of  Travill  &  Expence  to  and 
from  the  Court  on  all  County  Emergencys  Lays  the  \\  estern 
Inhabit''-'  under  Insuperable  DifHcultys  as  v/ell  as  Occasions 
Great  Helay  to  the  Partys  &  Jurors  whose  Business  Calls  them 
to  the  Courts  of  Judicatorv  to  the  Great  Impoverishing  of  the 
Government.  That  wee  Humbly  apprehend  that  these  Griev- 
ances might  be  in  Some  Good  measure  Redressed  by  Dividing 
the  Government  Into  two  Count}s  and  will  be  a  means  ot  a 
Great  Increase  of  Inhabitants  &  Improvements  in  the  Vv-estern 
parts  of  this  Province 

Wherefore  vour  Petitioners  most  Humblv  Pray  That  your 
Excellency  oc  Hon'"'  would  take  the  Premises  into  Considera- 
tion &  Grant  Relief  by  Dividing  the  Province  into  two  Countys 
by  such  a  Dividing  Line  &;  with  Such  Powers  and  authority's 
as  in  your  Great  Wisdom  vou  shall  Judge  Convenient  and 
your  Pef'  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray. 

Joseph  Blanchard  Oliver  Woods 

Zacli''  Love\\'ell  Jonathan  Lund 

Thomas  Hanvood  John  Huston 

Jonathan  French  Medad  Combs 

William  Cox  Charls  Butterfield 

George  L;,ons  Isaac  Powers 

Nath''  Perkins  Jonathan  Powers  Jun 

Edward  Cox  John  Snow 

Sanison  French  ? 

Eleazer  Furweli  John  Roberson 

John  Saris  James  Sa^'-'yer 

Zach'  Lovewell  jun.  John  Honey 

Benjamin  French  William  tlarris 

Joseph  French  Tho'  Kellecut 

Joseph  Eayrs  Jonathan  Powers 

Samuell  French  Samuell  Perham 

Cliarles  C'o>l  Giddon  Honey 

Winkall  Wright  Jonathan  Combs 

James  Jewit  James  Taylor 

David  demons  William  Lar.cey 

William  Lund  John  Buttertield 

Henry  Parker  John  Al!d 

Samuel  Kenney  Thomas  Butrerfeld 

Thomas  Lund'  John  Butterfeld  Jun. 
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John  Al!d  Jun  Joseph  Still 

Tho:rui^  Lancey  Daniel  Merrill 

Janv--  Combs  llenrv  Kinne 

Neheniiah  Lovewell  Jeremiah  Colburn 

Ephruiin  Lund  Samuel  Huston 

Joiin  Pirkin?  Daniel  Searles 

Ephraitn  Rutterteld  John  Combs 

Thomas  >rane  Joseph  Winn  Jun. 

Ephraim  Burterfeld  Jr.  Phinoas  Lund 

Stephen  Bucterteld  Peter  Honey 

Jeem-5  ilerwood  Jo'  Hale 

John  Henvood     .  Salvanus  Whitney 

Jearns  Herwood  Jun.  Thomas  Heall 

William  Blanchard  Thomas  Blanchard 

John  Phelps  Banjaman  Davis 

Amos  Phi-iiips      ■  Tho'  Davis 

Jonathan  Phelps  John  Aven 

Benj'  Pai-ker  Jonathan  Cram 

Pllnariv.in  Biocd  Thomas  Pollard 

Daniel  Mrvjr  Ephraim,  Adams 

David  Hobart  James  Searles 
Ger.^hoin  Hc'bart 


Warning  for  a  Tor.-:i  meeting. 
Province  of) 
New  Hamp  / 

Whereas  the  General  Court  by  Law  have  Impcwered  Eleaz'  Tyng, 
Zacheu?  Love^vell  and  Joseph  French  Esqr.  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
prietors oi"  trie  Common  and  undivid-_"d  [Land]  in  Old  Dunstable  io- 
Choosinii-  a  Clerk  and  for  agreeing  on  Sora  ineathod  for  calling  meeting 
of  said  Proprietors  for  the  future  in  $■'  Law  it  is  Provided  that  no  Per- 
son shall  appear  or  \'ote  as  an  attorney  for  more  than  one  original 
Share.  Tbe<e  are  Therefore  to  Xutiiie  and  Warn  the  proprietor.:,  afore- 
said that  they  m.eet  at  the  House  of  M'  J'enja:nin  French  Molder  in 
Dunstable  in  the  Province  afore"  or:  the  Thirtyeth  Dav  of  April  Next 
at  nine  of  the  Clock  in  the  mornini^  Then  and  there 

1  To  Choose  a  Clerk  to  said  proprietors 

2  to  agree  on  som  method  for  Calling  meeting  of  Said  proprietors  for 
the  future. 

Eleaz'  Tyxg 
Dunstable  March  iS,  1760.  Zachecs  Lovewell 

Joseph  French 

New  hamp-liire  Dunstable  april  30'^  1760  the  above  haveing  ben 
Posted  and  Publi.-hcd  according  to  Law,  The  proprietors  mett  at  time 
and  place  agreeable  to  the  above  Notice  and  made  choice  of  M'  John 
Tyng  for  their  Moderator  by  a  majority  of  the  Interest  Present 

Eleazer  Tyng 
Zacheus  Lo\ewell 
Joseph  French 
Att  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Common  and  unciivld-jd  Land 
in  old  Dunstable  held  at  t!ie  house  of  M'  Benjamin  French  Inholder  in 
Dunstable  in  Xew  Hamps  xVpril  30.  1760 

The  proprietor-;  haveing  heen  c.illed  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for  a 
Clerk  and  Their  Votes  Colected   Sorted  and  Counted  it  appeared  that 
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Joseph  French  Esq'  was  Chosen  by  a  Majority  of  the  Interest  Present 
■who  was  sworn  to  the  faithfull  Discharge  of  his  Office  by  M  Justice 
Lovewell 

Then  the  following  method  for  calling  meeting  for  the  future  was 
agreed  on  and  \'oted  that  upon  application  of  five  of  the  said  tToprie- 
tors  to  the  Cierk  of  s"*  proprietors  in  writing  under  their  hands  desire- 
ing  a  meeting  Oi  s'  Proprietors  he  is  directed  and  Impowered  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  s-  Proprietors  by  Posting  up  aXotincation  at  some  Pub- 
lick  place  in  Dunstabie  in  Newliamp'  and  in  Dunstable  in  the  Province 
of  the  r^Iassachusetts  Bay  and  Notifying  the  same  in  the  Boston  Gazatt 
fifteen  Days  before  the  said  meeting  Expressing  in  the  s''  Xotilication 
all  such  matters  and  things  as  are  desired  to  be  Transacted  at  s''  meet- 
ing the  s'"  meeting  or  m.eetings  to  be  appointed  and  held  in  Dunstable 
in  New  Hampsh.ire  as  the  Clerk  shall  appoint  and  in  Case  of  the  Death 
of  the  Clerk  or  iiis  Refusell  to  Call  a  meeting  or  meetings  as  aforesaid 
then  and  in  such  case  Co'-  T\-ng  and  Leutenant  Robert  Fletcher  or 
either  of  them  upon  such  application  are  Directed  and  Impowered  to 
call  s',.;ch  me;;t:ng  or  meetings  as  aforesaid. 
Attest  John  Tyng  moderator 

A  true  Copy  atest  pr.  Joseph  French  Proprietors  clerk 


Att  a  meetincr  of  the  Proprietors  of  old  Dunstable  at  the  House  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Frencii  inhoider  in  Dunstable  in  the  Province  of- New 
Hampsiiire  on  Ti-.ursday  y  24  day  of  July  1760  Voted  and  Chose  M'  Jo- 
seph Blaney  moderator  Then  voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to 
the  V\'cdne~d".y  the  15  day  of  October  next  ensuing  to  the  House  of  Tho* 
Harwood  Inhoider  in  Dunstable  to  mieet  again  at  two  of  the  Clock  in 
the  afternoon  in  order  to  act  on  the  articles  in  tiie  notiiicaticn  for  this 
meeting. 

Octobery-  15  1760  tb.e  Proprietors  of  old  Dunstable  being  meett  ac- 
cording to  the  above  adjournment  at  the  house  of  M'  Thomas  Harwood 
Inhoider  in  Dunsrable  in  the  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  and  the  mod- 
erator did  not  attend  the  meeting  and  the  said  Prop'-ietors  v.-aited  untill 
the  evening  of  said  day  and  then  the  Question  was  put  to  the  said  Pro- 
prietors whether  they  would  proceed  to  go  on  with  the  Business  of  said 
meeting  and  it  v.-as  answered  in  the  negative  bv  the  m.aiontv  of  the  s'' 
Proprietors  present  and  then  the  said  proprietors  Dispersed 

A  True  Entry  of  all  the  Vote?  and  Proceedings  of  s^  meeting 

pr.  Joseph  French  Prop'  Clerk 
-A  True  Copy  attest  pr.  Joseph  French  Prop-  Clerk 


At  a  m.eeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  Regularly 
Assembled  y=  3'  day  of  Feb^-;  1763. 

Extracts  fronf  the  votes  of  said  meeting. 

A  Vote  Proposed  as  folio weth 

That  Jonathan  Lovewell  Esq"'  Capt.  Nehemiah  Lovewell  &  Lieu' 
Robert  Fletcher  be  a  Conr-""  to  m.ake  Answer  to  the  Petition  of  John 
Willoughby  .In;  others  who  Pray  that  they  mav  be  set  oft'  to  Holies  and 
that  they  or -either  of  them  attend  the  General  Court  and  opose  said  Pe- 
tition as  it  is  unreasonable  and  there  shew  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
Granted  : 

Passed  in  the  Affirmative 

A  True  Copv  pr  Jonathan  Lund  Town  Cierk 

Febr  s-  ri  1-6^, 


Saw-  Hohart  as  attorney  fcr  the  tozvn  of  Dunstable. 
We  the  Subscribers  of  Dunstable  in  tJie  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire 
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Constitute  and  appoint  Sam'  Ilobart  of  holies  in  the  Province  afore- 
said Gent'^  our  Lawt'ull  attorney  in  the  matter  of  Gittiiig  a  Part  of  Said 
Dunstable  annexed  or  Joined  to  liolles  aforesaid  to  Carrv  on  a  Petition 
of  us  the  Subscribers  in  the  General  Cort  v.-herein  we  Sia^nity  our  De- 
sire of  having  a  part  of  Dunstable  annexed  to  holies  aforesaid  to  do  all 
^ve  ourselves  might  or  could  Lawfully  do  in  or  about  the  premises  if 
Present  by  virtue  hereof  as  Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  fourth 
Day  of  march  A.  D.  1763 

David  Hobart 

Signed  Sealed  &  Deliver'd  Daniel  Mesam 

in  Presents  of  James  Ilobart 

John  Willoughby  Jr.  EInathan  Blood 

W'"  Cumings  Amos  Phillips 

Gershom  Hobart 
Benj^  Parker 
Jonathan  Hobart 
Oliver  Lawrence 


Anszi'er  to  the  Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  tcvn 
of  Dunstable. 

Province  of) 
New  Hamp  / 

To  his  Excellencv  the   Governor   &   the   Hon'^'    his   majesty's 

Council  iiiid  asscmblv  of  said  Province. 

Whereas  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  have 
Petitioned  your  Excellency  &:  Hon"  Complaining  that  they  are 
unjustlv  used  by  Dunstable  and  Praying  that  they  may  be 
Fread  from  Supporting  the  Gospel  where  they  can  have  no 
benifit  thereby  and  be  added  to  Holies  Therefore  we  the  Sub- 
scribers bv  order  of  the  Town  of  Dmistable  Beg  leave  to  an- 
swer said  Petition  and  shew  that  the  Comp'''  is  groundless  & 
the  Piaver  unreasonable  as  to  Dunstable  meeting  house  Vvdiich 
they  complain  of  its  being  at  so  Great  a  distance  from  them  if 
it  is  unjustly  fixed  it  is  owing  to  them  Selves  for  many  of  them 
voted  to  have  it  there  and  non  of  them  Voted  against  it  for 
after  the  Timber  was  drawed  to  the  place  a  Vote  could  not  be 
obtained  to  Raise  it  where  it  is  before  the  Petitioners  agreed  to 
itand  they  can  have  the  meeting  house  moved  where  it  will  be  Just 
and  equal  to  have  it  where  they  please  for  when  ever  they 
have  endeavoured  to  have  it  m.oved  there  has  been  enough  of 
the  Town  to  Join  them  in  it  so  as  to  obtain  a  vote  for  it  as 
appears  by  the  votes  herewith  and  %vhen  such  votes  have  been 
passed  they  have  t>iiled  pursuing  it  t'>r  fear  it  should  be  done 
and  so  they  prevented  from  being  set  off  to  Hollisas  they  have 
in  time  past  so  it  seems  they  are  now  stired  up  by  some  of 
Holiis  people  to  bring  this  Petition  in  order  to  uphold  the  un- 
just proceeding  of  Holiis  in  setting  their  meetinghouse  where 
it  now  is  tor  in  the  year  1756  Holiis  joined  these  Petitioners  in 
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a  Petition   of  like  kind  -vvif-l-i  this  and  had  a   day  appoynted   to 
be  heard  on  the  same  and  by  order  of  the  Geu'  court  the  se- 
lect'"^  of  Dunstable  were  notified  of  it  and  when  Hollis  &  the 
Petitioners  Inhabitants  of  Dunstable  found  that  Dunstable  was 
determined  to  answer  that  Petition  and  shew  the  unjust  design 
of  it  the  Petitioners  were   either  afraid  or  ashamed   to   appear 
in  deteuce  of  their  own  Petition.     And  now  Hollis  are  En- 
deavouring to  have  the  South  part  of  ^Nlonson  anexed  to  them 
and  should  that  be  don  and  also    the  v/esterly  half  of  Dunsta- 
ble anexed  to  them  then  their  meeting  house  where  it  now  is 
will  be  aboute   Right   so   that   could   it  now  be    obtained    to 
breake  up  and  ruin  two  Towns  it   may  hereafter  be   sumthing 
of  a  cover  to  hide  the  Iniquity  of  Hollis  and  help   the  private 
Interest  of  some  mercenary  persons  but  can't  passably  promote 
the  Publick  Good   nor  help  the  Interest  of  these  Towns.     In 
order  to  Incorporate  these  Towns  so  as  to    promote  the  Pub- 
lick  Good  c^  the  peace  andhapiness  of  the  Inhabitants  (which 
by  Runing  the   Province  line  fell  in  to   this  Province)    and  to 
prevent  the  Truble  of  after  Divisions  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil took   a  -veiw  ^vise  and   Parental   ceare  bv  sending  a  Com^®* 
of  Disinterested  Gent"^  to  veiw  and  examin  in  to  the  Situation 
of  the  Inhabitants  that  so   they  might  knov,-  what  lines  would 
best  answer   that  Good  end   and  after  said  com'-"-'  had  taken 
such  view  and  heard  all  parties  and  made  their  Report  to  the 
Gov"  &  Council  these  Towns  were  incorporated  as  the  lines 
now  stand  and  in  our  Charter  the   Governor  &   Council  have 
Reser\-ed  to  themselves  their  heirs  and  successors  the   Power 
of  Dividing  said  Town  when   it   shall  appear   necessary   and 
convenient  for  the  benefit  of  the  Inhabitants  which  at  present 
is  not  nor  cant  be  and  the  Petitioners  having  Prayed  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  to  divide  them  from  'Dunstable  and  tinding 
that  the  Gov^  tS:  Council  are  Imovably  set  to  defend  the  Pub- 
lick  Good  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Dunstable   in  the  Injoyment 
of  those  Priviledges  Granted  to  them  by  their  Charter  so  that 
from  them  they  can  tobtain  their  unreasonable  Request  They 
now  Pr;iv  the   Hon'-  assembly  to  give  them   sum  aide  as  the 
Gov"  and   council   unresonably  denighed  or  neglected   to  re- 
leave   them   in    their   dificulty  as   they   pretend    but  we  don't 
doubt  they  will  meet  with  sanie   Repulse  from  the  Plon'*^  as- 
semblv  as  they  have  from  the  Gov.  &  Council  in  such  an  un- 
reasonable and   unjust   request   for  should.  Hollis  move  their 
meeting  house   where   it   ought   to   be  and  the  Petitioners  act 
Peacably  with  their  own  Town  they  will  then  be  nmch  nearer 
to  their  own  meeting  in  Dunstable  than  they  can  be  to  Hollis 
meeting  as  appears  by  the   Plan  of  each  Town  and  by  what 
they  sav  themselves  in  their  own  Petition  aboute   the  distance 
they  are  now  from  Hollis  meeting  and  as  to  what  they  urge  of 
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their  once  helonginj:;  to  Hollis  and  helping  to  settle  a  minister 
there  is  not  true  it"  it  i.s  the}-  did  not  live  on  the  places  thev  do 
now  for  many  if  not  all  tlie  Petitioners  have  settled  in  Dun- 
stable since  2vlr,  Emerson  settled  in  Ilollis  and  for  them  to 
urge  such  talse  please  can  never  ansv/er  the  end  they  Expect 
so  as  to  excite  the  pity  of  this  Great  and  Hon''^  Court  who 
can't  but  abhor  the  designs  of  these  who  trv  to  destroy  the 
peace  and  ability  of  Tov.'ns  to  advance  sum  private  Intrest  and 
when  tl;e  reason  they  otier  is  not  true  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Town  of  Dunstable  we  prayy"  Excellency  and  Honours  would 
dismis  said  Petition  v.-hicli  is  so  Groundless  &:  unreasonable 
and  v/e  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  prav 

TOX'  LOVEWELL  ")   r- 

<-  T  '  Com 

rsEKEMIAII  LoVEWELL    - 
PwOBEUT  FeETCIIER  J 

Dunstable  Feb"  y-  4"'  1763 

Petition  of  Zachciis  Lovc-.i-r^I  and  JcsepJi  Blanchir'd. 
To  His  Excellenc}'  Beuning  Weritsvorth  Flsq''  Gov"  and  Com- 
mander in  Chnef  in  iS:  over  liis  majesty's  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  The  Hon'"  his  majesty's  Council  8c  Flouse  of 
Representatives  for  said  Prov::ice  in  General  assemblv  Con- 
vened May  the  4'''  176S 

The  Hurable  Petition  of  Zaclieus  Loveweli  cC  Josepli  Blan- 
chard  Esqr"  as  tv.'O  of  tlie  Proprietors  of  Dun^^table  and  in  behalf 
of  said  Proprietors  Shev>-s 

That  the  Proprietors  of  the  Common  c^  undivided  Land 
laying  in  Old  Dunstable  so  calld  live  &  their  Lands  now  lye 
in  the  Province  of  the  Mass  Bay  as  well  as  in  this  Province 
and  by  the  m.ethod  thev  had  Established,  their  meetings  ^vere 
to  be  called  by  their  Clerk  vrho  was  the  Late  Joseph  Blan- 
chard  Esq'  Deceasd,  whereby  that  method  is  Impracticable 
&  your  Petition-'  are  advised  that  the  standing  Laws  of  the 
Province  do  not  Direct  to  anv  method  of  Calling  meetings  in 
bucn  Lases. 

That  as  to  those  Proprietors  who  live  Sc  the  lands  Vv'hich  lav 
in  the  ]\Lassachusetts  there  is  no  Difiiculty,  because  there  is  a 
Law  Providing  in  such  Cases  but  as  they  are  but  a  Part  and 
as  to  the  Lands  the  Lesser  Part  a  meeting  by  virtue  of  the 
Law  there  would  not  answer  the  General  advantage,  nor  au- 
thorize a  meeting  of  the  whole  which  is  the  View  they  have 
&  which  the  Situation  of  their  ariairs  Demand,  there  being  a 
Present  necessitv-  of  Transacting  Some  Business  at  such  a 
meeting.  Wtierefore  they  Pray  that  the  Said  Proprietors  may 
be  Convend  in  this  Province  by  the  Same  method  thev  mav  be 
there,  that  all  may  be  called  together  in  the  Same  v/av  ix.  at 
the  Same  time  in  both  Provinces  &  when  they  are   met  they 


TOWN  PAPERS DUNSTABLE.  207 

mav  unite  in  One  Bodv  &  Settle  the  future  method  of  Calling 
their  n-.eetir.Grs,  and  that  your  Petition"  may  have  leave  to 
brin'j,-  in  u  Bill  accordinc^dv  and  (if  should  be  formed  a  General 
act  it  mav  Prevent  the  like  application  hereafter  but  which 
they    Kumblv   Submit)    they   shall    as    in    duty    Bound    ever 

Fra'y  &c         ' 

Zacheus  Lovewell 
Joseph  Blaxchard 

In  Council  >ray  5'^  175S 

read  .i  ordered  to  be  sent  down' 
to.  the  Hon-^"=  Hoii^e 

Theo  Atkinson  Secy. 

Province  of  \  ^,^^  ^^^  House  ox  Representatives  Mav  o*''  175S 

Voted  Th.a:  the  Periticner  have  Liberty  to  brine,'  in  a  Genernl  Bill 

Andrew  C!a-rk-;on  Clerk 

In  Cou:x;il  Ecdcin  Die 
read  and  Concurrd 

Tiieodore  Atkinson  Secv. 

Consented  to 

B.  Wextworth 


Petition  by  Joseph  Blanchard. 

Province  cf) 
New  Hainp  j 

To  His  Excellencv  Bennin.2:  AVentworth  Esq.  Gov  &c.  nf  the 
Province  of  New  Plampshire  the  Plon"'-''  his^Majestys  Coun- 
cil &  Assembly  of  said  Province 

the  Petition  of  Joseph  Blanchard  Esq  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  Sundry  ot'iers  of  the  Prop'^  of  tlie  Common  ^:  Undivided 
Lands  in  the  Tov/nship  of  old  Dunstable  Who  Humbly  Shews 
That  on  tiie  is'-  dav  of  Qcto'  last  said  Prop'-  had  a  meeting 
which  Vv-as  held  by  adiournmcnt  and  among  other  things  it 
was  Inserted  in  the  Warning  of  said  Meeting  to  Choose  a  Clerk 
for  said  Prop"'  But  tlie  Moderator  that  was  Chose  at  the  first 
Meeting  did  not  attend  the  Adjournment.  Therefore  a  Qiies- 
tion  Arose  Whether  the  Prop"^  Could  Legally  Proceed  in  the 
Choice  of  another  Moderator  and  Proceed  in  the  Business  of 
said  meeting.  But  after  some  Debate  Some  of  the  Prop"  did 
Proceed  and  Choose  a  ^Moderator  and  a  Clerk  AA  ho  has  since 
Commenced  an  action  against  the  Former  Clerk  for  the  Rec- 
ords of  said  Prop-  and  your  Petitioner  is  advised  that  the  Dis- 
put  is  of  such  a  nature  that  a  Determination  in  the  Common 
Law  will  be  attended  with  many  Difficultys  wdiich  will  Greatly 
hurt  the  Interest  of  said  Prop"'.  Wherefore  y'  Petitioner 
humbly  prays  that  y'  Excell''  &  Hon"  will   take  the  Premises 
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under  Considerntion  and  appoint  Some  Suitable  Person  to  Call 
and  Govern  a  Aleetinj^  of  said  Prop"  for  the  Choice  of  a  Clerk 
or  gr.\ut  S;ich  (ther  Relief  as  in  ',  om'  Great  Wisdom  you  shall 
see  meet  and  v'  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  pray 
&c 

Joseph  BLA^'CHARD. 
May  2*^  1762. 

Province  of  "I    t       .u       tj  r   n  ..    <••  T  .        _/;, 

,-       ,,  >li^  the  House  of  Representatives  Tune  2:;,  1762 

rsew  Hamp  j  '^  j  ot     t 

This  Petition  being  read  The  parties  Concerned  appeared  &:  after 
being  full/  heard  thereon 

Voted  That  the  pra  ver  thereof  be  Granted  &  that  Col"  Meshach  \Veare 
Col"  Peter  Gihr.an  \:  Joh.n  Phillips  Esq''^  be  &  hereby  are  appointed  to 
Call  tfj  Moderate  Said  Meeting  ci:  that  the  petitioners  have  Liberty  to 
bring  In  a  Bill  accordingly 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk 
In  Council  Eodem  Die 

read  ^  concurred 


W'^  frozen  I^sq"*  letter  and  Po-Jjcr  of  Attorttey. 

Sir. 

Being  informed  by  Col'  Brattle  that  a  Proprietors  meeting  of  the  com- 
mon &  Undivided  Lands  in  Dunstable  was  to  be  held  there  the  4''^  In- 
stant in  order  to  remove  M''  P'rench  from  being  Proprietors  Clerk  ^  to 
place  in  his  rooin  young  Blanchartl;  I  herein  inclose  you  a  power  of 
xVttornev  to  appear  ik  vote  for  me  at  said  nieeting  hopeing  you  will  use 
your  utmost  endeavor  to  preventthe  records  belonging  to  this  Propriety 
from  returning  into  the  hand>  of  a  family  that  the  Proprietors  in  gen- 
eral have  I  believe  but  little  Cau-^e  to  thank  them  for  the  use  they  have 
already  made  of  them.  My  late  Brother  Benjamin  had  4  original  Rights 
in  the  Town  of  Dunstable  and  I  am  his  survivingadministrator  Brother 
Samuel  ^  myself  haveing  Letters  of  Administration  on  his  Estate.  I 
heartilv-  wish  you  is:  the  injured  part  of  the  Proprietors  a  good  Issue  of 
this  affair  ^;  remain  Sir 

Your  most  Humble  Serv' 

W.  Browne 

Beverly  June  2'  1760 
Mr.  John  Tyng 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  at  the 
meeting  house  in  Said  Town  on  the  sixth  day  of  October  1760  Voted 
and  Chose  Jonathan  Lovewell  Esqr.  moderator  Voted  that  Zacheus 
Lovewell  Esquire  hire  preaching  untill  the  Last  of  November  Next  and 
that  he  Draw  money  out  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  saim  and  that  Two 
Hundred  pounds  old  Ten'  be  raised  and  assessed  on  the  Inhabitance  of 
this  Town  tor  that  End 

Voted  that  the  Meeting  house  be  moved  and  that  Messrs.  Joseph 
Fletcher  Joseph  Danford  and  Abraham  Kindal  be  a  Coniitte  to  fix  a 
place  where  will  be  Just  and  Eqiuil  and  that  Elathan  Blood  and  John 
Serls  be  a  Comittee  to  wait  on  said  Comittee  and  Git  them  to  attend  on 
said  Business  and  that  a  Survaor  be  Provided  if  need  be  and  all  the  Cost 
be  paid  by  the  Town 

And  then  it  was  Voted  that  the  meeting  Should  be  adjourned  five 
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vr'^e!:-:-  to  r.i-:ct  al  the  D-..\,'lIiiig  houce  of  Coll-  ZacheusLovewell  Esquir 
and  the  m<;eting  was  adjourned 

AcordiniTly  Noveinbei- y  10  1760  the  Inliabitants  of  said  Dunstable 
meat  acordini^  to  adjournment 

the  Comittce  appointed  to  fix  the  meeting  house  place  reported  that 
theav  tho'  the  most  Just  Place  tor  a  meeting  house  for  this  Town  is  about 
one  "Hu:idred  rods  westardiv  from  Lund  Bridge  so  called  by  a  pine  Tree 
marked  ;  on  the  Sotherd!y"side  of  the  road  that  Leads  to  Tho'  Hails 
Land  from  said  Bridge 

Proposed  that  the  Vote  Passed  v  6''  of  October  to  sett  of  John  Wil- 
lobv  with  his  Lands  to  IloUis  10  be  reconsidered    Passed  in  arlirmative. 

Proposed  that  John  V,'il!oby  and  his  Land  that  viz  about  130  acres 
about  his  house  be  set  olT  to  Hollis  upon  Conditions  he  pay  Town  and 
Province  Tax  with  this  Town  untill  be  dun  by  Gen^'  Court  Passed  in 
the  atBrmative. 

[Province  of  \  To  Oliver  Constable  of  th.e  Tov;n  of  Dunstable  in 
New  Hamp' j  said  Province  Greeting  in  his  majestys  name  you  are 
hearbv  Required  forthv/ith  to  Notify  and  warn  all  the  In- 
(Seal)  habita'nts  of  said  Dunstable  that  theay  E-emble  and 
meet  at  the  m.eeting  house  in  said  Dunstable  on  Mon- 
dav  v^  Sixth  Day  of  October  next  att  Two  of  CLook  af- 
ternoon I  to  see  if  the  Town  will  agree  that  John  Wil- 
lobv  and  others  att  pine  hill  be  sett  off  to  Hollis  with 
the'ir  Lands.  2  to  se  if  the  Town  will  agree  to  hire  preach- 
in'^  and  do  anvthing  Relative  th-crcLo  as  shaii  tiien  be 
agreed  on. 

3  to  se  if  the  Town  will  Build  a  Bridge  over  Nashua  river  against 
Jon  •■  Pov.-ers  Jun'^s  Land  and  do  what  shall  be  agreed  on  Relating  the 
saim 

4  to  raise  any  sums  of  money  for  Town  Chardges  as  shall  be  agreed 
on 

5  tose  if  the  Tov.-n  will  agree  to  move  the  meetinghouse  in  the  Center 
of  Land  or  where  will  be  Just  and  equal  and  do  anything  to  Edect  the 
Saim  as  shall  then  be  agreed  on  and  se  that  you  make  Due  return 

Zacheus  Lovewell 
Dunstable  Sep  y*  17''"  1760  Jonathan'  Lovewell 

Joseph  French 

Province  of  \ 
New  Hamp''  j 

Dunstable  octobery-6'"'  1760  Pursuant  to  the  within  Writen  warant  I 
have  notefied  and  v^-arnad  all  within  mentioned  to  meet  at  the  Time 
and  Place  v.-ithin  mentioned  and  for  the  Business  within  mentioned 

Oliver  Larnwance  Constable 
A  True  Copy     Examd 

Jon*  Lovewell  Town  Clerk 

Voted  that  Col'  Lovewell  CoU'^  French  Capt  Lund  Benj'  French  and 
Dan'  Serls  be  a  Comittce  To  Treat  with  the  Inhabitance  of  Pine  Hill 
about  there  bemg  sett  otf  to  Hollis  and  tlvat  theay  make  repoart  to  the 
Town  at  the  Next  adjournment  of  this  meeting  then  Voted  that  the 
meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  24th  of  November  Instant  to  the  Dwelling 
hous  of  Zacheus  Lovewell  Esquir  to  meet  at  one  of  the  Clook  afternoon 
and  the  m.eetinq-  was  adjourned  accordingly  November  y  24'-'  1760 
the  Inhabitance  of  Dunstable  meet  according  to  adjournment  tlie  Com- 
ittee  apointed  to  treat  with  the  Inhabitance  of  pine  hill  about  there  be- 
ing sett  otf  to  Hollis  reported  that  the  said    Inhabitance  ottered  fifteen 

,    14 
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hunured  pound  old  Tea'  to  the  Town  it'  thoay  were  sett  off  r^nd  a  "\'ote 
was  PropcsoG  to  se  it"  the  Town  would  sett  otV  said  Inhabitance  tohollis 
and  it  I'asseJ  in  the  ne;{ati\c.  A  vote  was  proposed  to  se  if  the  to^vn 
would  except  the  Com"tt-jes  report  about  tr.e  meeting  house  place.  It 
pas,-ed  in  the  negative 

Voted — the  Vote  Passed  v"^^  6  of  October  last  to  move  the  meeting 
house  be  reconsidered  a  Vote  was  Proposed  the  Inhabitance  of  Pine  Hill 
should  be  Excused  trom  paying  to  tlie  men  raised  for  hireing  Preaching 
Passed  in  the  negative 

Voted  that  the  Messrs  Joseph  Fletcher  Abraham  Kimbel  Joseph  Dan- 
forth  be  alowed  fifty  six  poimd  old  Tenor  in  full  of  ther  account  for  the 
Seiwice  for  fixing  the  meeting  house  Place  and  Zacheus  Loveweil  Es- 
quire Twenty  four  pound  old  Ten"  his  account  Entertaing  the  Comittee 
and  Benj-'  French  his  account  for  Ditto  three  pound  six  Shillings  old 
Tenor  and  Benj'  Parker  hi> account  for  Ditto  Twelve  pound  old  Tenor. 

Tho    rlarv.-ood  his  account  for  Ditto  Twenty  tour  Shillings  old  tenor 

Ei.-.than  Blood  and  John  Serls  for  waitting  on  the  Ccmittee  and  git- 
ting  them  to  atcend  tlie  Business  Twenty  six  pound  Ten  Shiling  old 
Tenor  and  the  saim  be  asesed  on  tlie  Inliabitance  of  thisTov/n  and  paid 
out  of  Tresuary  to  tiie  Se\-eral  Persons  as  alowed  abo\'e  and  tiien  the 
meeting  was  Dismised. 

A  True  Enrrey  of  the  \'otes  of  said  meeting 

Jonathan  Lovevvel!  Tov.-n  Clerk 

A  Copy  true  from  Dunstable  Town   Book  of  Records 

Exam'd  pr.  Jon-'  Loveweil  Town  Clerk 

Dunstable  Nov-  v"  ::6,  i"iS?. 


Letter  to  Hon.  Ilenrv  Sherhurjic. 
Sir  Ve  the  Subscribers  Proprietors  in  Dunstable  having 
this  day  seen  a  Copv  of  a  petition  of  ]M"  Jo'  Blanchard  for 
himself  &  Sunchy  otiiers  wherein  we  tliinic  facts  are  misreore- 
sented  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  at  the  desire  of 
^Ir.  Blanchard  wiio  was  desiroiis  to  have  his  brother  Clerk 
the  Proprietors  in  general  are  well  pleased  with  Coll'  French 
their  present  Clerk,  tlie  question  put  at  that  meeting  was 
whether  they  would  proceed  any  further  in  the  business  of  s* 
meeting  and  Determined  in  the  negative  the  meetingdisraissed 
and  after  most  of  the  Proprietors  and  Clerk  gone  the  petitioner 
late  at  night  as  we  hear  attempted  to  go  on  with  the  meeting 
&  chose  himself  moderator  and  his  brother  Clerk  which  at- 
tempt we  think  unworthy  of  a  Gent"  and  his  brother  has 
since  brought  his  action  at  Law  against  Coll.  French  the  Clerk 
which  action  is  now  pending  and  we  think  it  will  tend  to  the 
peace  of  the  proprietors  to  have  it  there  Determined  and  this 
petition  dismirvsed  A:  iiad  ti:ere  beeii  time  to  call  a  meeting  we 
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doubt  aotbut  it  woulJ  be  the  mind  of  the  proprietors — we  are 
your  Honours  most  obedient 
Kumble  Serv^" 

Eleazer  Tv'ng 
JoHX  Tyxg 
Thomas  IIarwood 
Thomas  Lund. 
Dunstable  June  22  176:: 
To  the    Honourable  Henry  Sherburne  Esq.    Speaker   of  the 
Honourable  House  of  Representatives  to  be  Communicated. 


Papers   relating  to  the   Settlement  of  Rev.    Sainuel  Bird 
0/ Dunstable.,  i^jfJ^-i'jJ^y^. 

List  of  the  ^iialijied  voters  in  the  Tozcn  0/  Dunstable. 

Col.  Jo-ep!i  Bianchard  John  Alld 

Thonms  llanvood  Jon»  Bowers 

Noah  Tohnson  Henry  Parker 

Sam-  Whiting  John  Searles 

Jonas  French  •  Phin^  Lund 

Jon'  French  Tho=  Cowen 

Jon"  Lovcwell  Xeh^"  LovewcU 

Tho'  Patcli  Tho'  Hale 

Isaac  Beauchamp  W"  Lance v  Jr. 

Henry  Adams  Josiah  Butterfield 

Daniel  Searles  Benj'  Richardson 

Joseph  Eutteriield  Sylvanus  Whitney 

Tho^  Lund  Jabez  Davis 

W''-"  Lund  Benj*  Parker 

Jon^  Snow  John  Willauby 

Thomas  Bianchard  John  Butterfield 

Eph'"  Adams  Eph"'  Buttertield 

Jon'  Lund  John  Huston 

Eph™  Lund  Benj'  French 

John  Lovewell  Jun.  John  M  Clenche 

Joseph  Farley  Sampson  French 

To  the  moderator  of  the  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Dunstahie  V"  2''-dav  of  march   1746.     This  certifies  that  the  above  list 
is  the  namJs  of  the"  Qi_ialified  voters  in  said  Town  and  all  therein  men- 
tioned ha\e  a  Right  to  vote  in  the  afiaires  of  said  meeting 
Dunstable  March  y*  2'^  1746. 

JoxATHAN  Lovewell  \     Selectmen 
Tho.mas  Hakwood       J  of  Dunstable 

This  is  to  certifie  that  the  town  meeting  in  Dunstable  the  30''^  day  of 
march  Last  past  at  a  motion  of  Sundry  of  the  freeholders  and  other 
Inhabitants  for  the  Choice  of  a  Person'to  Sort  the  Votes  of  a  modera- 
tor, a  vote  was  proposed  by  Joseph  Bianchard  by  Poleing  Previous  to 
the  vote  ^s:  voted  bv  a  gre.a't  nuiiority  tiiey  Would  and  that  by  thirty 
five  votes  Joseph  'Blan'chard  Was  Chosen  for  that  Purpose  A  motion 
again  was  made  and  seconded  to  Bring  in  their  votes  for  a  m.oderator 
and  tliat   Zach'   Lovewell  by  thirtv  li/e  voles   Was  chosen   moderator 
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and  that  by  ^h-  snrDO  ninnbe-- of  votes  Joseph  Blanchard  was  chosen 
town  clerk  Sc  Joseph  Blanchard  Zacheus  Lovuwell  ^:  John  Eutteriicld 
was  chcs-ju  Select^'  and  di-i  fartJier  Cheese  Other  To\vn  OlMcers. 

Atf  Joseph  F>la>'ciiard. 

May  26'''  1747 

those  votes  was  Certified  bv  major  Zacheus  Lovewell  as  moderator 
after  he  was  Chosen 

J.  Blanchard  T  Clerk 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Inliabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hamp.>hire  Assembled  at  the  House  of  Jonathan  Love- 
well  (Inholder)  in  said  Dunstable  according  to  Law  on  ^.Iondav  the 
sixth  day  of  July  1747 

Extracts  from  the  votes  of  said  Meeting. 

Voted  and  Chose  Joseph  Blanchard  Esqr.  Moderator  of  said  Meeting 
it  was  then  voted  that  this  meetingshouid  be  adjourned  to  the  last  Mon- 
day of  August  next  to  meet  again  tluit  day  at  the  same  place  at  tvvo  of 
the  Clock  in  the  atternoon  ihe  meeting  was  accordingly  adjourned.  The 
Freeholders  6:  other  Inliabitants  of  ^a'id  Dunstable  being  meet  again  at 
the  House  of  Jonathan  Lovewell  in  said  Dunstable  on  niondav  'v  31" 
day  of  August  1747  Pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  adjournment  v''  6'''"dav  of 
July  1747  a  vote  was  then  Proposed  whether  a  Minister  Should  bechose 
this  Meeting  or  not  and  it  Avas  voted  in  the  alTirmative  that  a  ^Minister 
be  chose  ihis  Meeting. 

Then  a  Vote  was  proposed  as  fo^^o^v■eth — 

\Vhere  as  the  Church  of  Christ  in  this  Town  of  Dunst-.-'ble  in  the 
Province  of  Xew  Hampsh.ire  on  the  sixth  dayof  Julv  last  made  Choice 
of  the  Rev.  M"  Samuel  Bird  for  their  Pastor"  and  Teacher  and  having 
presented  their  voce  to  this  Tov.-n  with  a  desire  that  this  Town  would 
Concur  withthem  in  their  Choice  and  make  choice  of  the  said  M'  Sam' 
Bird  for  the  Settled  Minister  of  this  Town  Now  there  fore  be  it  voted 
and  agreed  that  the  said  Churches  Choice  be  Concurrdwith  an  tliat  the 
Said  M'  Samuel  Bird  be  Chose  for  the  Settled  Minister  of  this  Town 
voted  in  the  aiiii-mative  (i:  declared  by  the  Moderator 
A  true  Copy     Exam'  pr. 

Jonathan  Lo\'ewell  Town  Clerk 

We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  Os:  Freeholders  of  the  Town  of  Dun- 
stable hereby  Desire  A:  Impower  Jo  eph  Blanchard  Cap' Joseph  French 
&  M'  Jn'  Butterlield  or  eitner  of'tiiem  in  Our  Names  >i  Behalf  to  Rep- 
resent to  the  Gen''  Assembly  of  this  Province  the  Unreasonableness^^ 
illegal  Proceeding  of  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Dunstable  in  their 
town  meetings  the  Sumer  past  and  Particuiarlv  the  Town  meeting  July 
the  sixth  1747  and  the  votes  at  the  adjournment  of  that  meetin"-. 

And  aU  vote-  Relating  to  the  Choice  or  Settlement  of  Samliel  Bird 
as  the  Minister  of  this  town  and  pr.ay  that  they  may  be  made  void  or 
Otherv.-ise  Relieve  us  in  the  premises. 

Province  of  \ 
New  Hamp.  j 

Jason  Russell  Gideon  Honev 

John  Lovev.-ell  Jun.  Sam.uel  Sarles 

Benjamin  French  Henry  Adams 

Phinchas  Lund  David  Hobart 

Thomas  Patch  i 

Ephraim  Butteimeld  Simeon  Blood 

Amos  Phillips  Josiah  Swan 

Joseph  Farley  Jon'  French 

Joseph  Swallow  Jo>,eDh  Butterfield 


TOWN    PAPERS DUXSTABI.E. 

Jco^p'.i  Tic.-ii,;^  Syivauui  Whitney 

Jonathan  Comes  Phinehas  Adams 

Thomas  p.ianchrtrd  Enhriiim  Adams 

John  Buttertield  Thomas  Adams 

Elnathan  Blood  Gershom  Ilobart 

William  Lund  John  V^'illoughby 


the  names  of  those  persons  y'  voted  for   \-^  Rev*   Sam'   Bird  being  y- 
Settled  minister  of  the  Town  y  31  of  Aug'  I747- 

Noahjohn-on  John  Back 

John  Lovewell  Gideon  Money 

The*  Harwood  Henry  Parker 

Jon''  Lovewell  Nehemiah  Lovewell 

Jon''  Snow  John  AUd 

.Sampson  French  W'°  Alld 

John  Shed  Tho'  Heale 

John  Searles  Tho'  Cowen 

Jona.  Searles  ■  Tho'  Kellecut 

Sam'  Kenney  W'^Lancey  Jun. 

Jon*  Lund  John  McClenche 

Tho-=  Lund  Josiah  Butterfield 

Eph'"  Lund  Bcnj-''  Richardson 

Sam'  Whiting  John  Huston 

W^  Jobmson  John  Honey 

Benj-  Thompson  Jabez  Davis 

Y"  names  of  those  that  voted  in  the  negative. 

Joseph  r.ianchiird  Tho'  Adams 

Josepii  French  Fhin'  Adams 

Josiah  Swan  Sylvanus  Whitney 

Daniel  Searles  Jon*  Combs 

W"'  Lund  John  Combs 

Jon-'  French  Richard  Straton 

John  Lovewell  Jun.  John  Butterfield 

Phin'  Lund  Elnathan  Blood 

Tho'  Bianchard  Amasa  Parker 
Eph"  Adams 


The   freeiiolders   that   are   ag^'  M''   Birds  Settling  and  the  Sums  ot 
y^  yearly  income  of  y-  real  Estate  sett  ag"'  the  name. 
Compare  ^vith  the  Invoice 

Joseph  Bianchard 
Jonathan  French 
Joseph  Frencii 
Tho^  Patch 
Daniel  Searles 
Joseph  Butterfield 
Tho*  Bianchard 
Ephraitn  Adams 
John  Lovewell  Jun 
.Samuel  Searles 
Joseph  Farley 
Jonathan  Combs 
Phineas  Lund 
Gideon  Honev 


Ileal  Es 

tate 

100  0 

0 

23  0 

0 

35 
16 

24 
16 

30 
16  0 

0 

18  0 

0 

45  0 
8  0 

0 
0 

3  0 
5  0 

0 

0 
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John  IIc:-.-jv  i 

Silvanus  Whitney  l-i 
Elnatlian  F.lood  "  S 

Jn"  Wiilowbe 

Phillip  Clerick  9 

Jn"  Butterrield  20 

Eph.  Butterheld  14 

Benj^  French  30 
Joseph  Swallow  i  o 

Simoon  Blood  •         1 

James  llarwood 

David  flubbard  8 

Amos  Phillips  •  7 

Jasen  Russell  I 

Benj^  Parker  17 
Gersfiom  Hubbard  3 

Josiali  Swan  lo 

Zacheus  Lovewell  31 

Tho'  Adams  3S 
Jn>  Phelps 
Jonathan  Phelps 

William  Camintrs  15 


583 

Isaac  Beauchamp 

John  Beauchamp  60           tending  Stock 

Henry  Adams  25           On  his  -vvitc  ^  children 

W""  Lund  30           on  his  Father'.-,  Land 

Jonathan  Bowers  15           On  his  Father's  Land 

130 

A  list  of  the   Freeholder?  in  favor  of  >P  Bird  and  the  Sum  of  y*  val- 
lue  of  the  yearly  encome  of  the  Real  Estate 

Noah  Johnson  iS 

Tho'  Harsvood  50 

Samuel  Whiting  4 

Jonathan  Lovewell  37 

Tho'  Lund  6 

Jonatinnn  Snow  5 

Ephraim  Lund  2 

John  Aid  8 

Henry  Parker  10 

John  Scarls  4 

Nehemiah  Lovewell  15 

Tho'  Hale  4 
W™  Lancy 

Jo&iah  Butterfield  4 

Benj '  Richardson  6 

John  Huston  10 

Sampson  French  10 
Benj"  Thompson 


193 

At  a  meetini-c  of  th-.^  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  Ol  Dunstable  in  the 
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Province  of  New  llair.p-hire  nn  Tu^day  the  fifteenth  day  of  September 
1747  Extract  from  the  %-oteb  of  said  meeting  a  vote  proposed  as  toUow- 
eth 

Whereas  this  Town  of  Dunstable  at  their  meeting  y  31"  of  august 
last  made  Choice  of  the  Rev'  Mr.  Samuel  Bird  for  the"  Settled  minister 
of  this  Town  and  did  not  at  the  same  meeting  settle  any  sum  to  be 
paid  him  for  his  vearly  salary — Therefore  it  is  voted  and  agreed  that 
the  full  sum  and  Qiiantity  of  one  hundred  ounces  of  coin  silver  Troy 
weight  Sterling  alloy  or  the  full  value  there  of  in  Bills  of  Publick 
Credit  be  paid  annually  to  the  said  M'  Samuel  Bird  for  his  Salary  and 
to  Comminceatthedav'that  he  is  ordained  Pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  this  Town  of  Dunstubleand  that  the  same  beassessedon  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Town  and  paid  to  him  annually  so  long  as  he  shall  con- 
tinue in  said  ofFice.     Unanimously  Voted  in  the  afhrmative. 

A  true  Copy  Exam'^  AtV  Jon»  Lovewell  Town  Clerk 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Tov.m  of  Dunstable  in  the 
Provirfce  of  X-w  Hampshire  on  Tuesday  the  fifteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1747  Assembled  according  to  Law 

Extracts  from  the  votes  of  said  Meeting 

then  a  vote  wa-  prpposed  as  followeth — 

Where  as  this  Town  of  Dunstable  on  tiie  31''  of  August  last  voted 
and  chose  y^  Rev'  M'  Samuel  Bird  tor  the  Settled  minister  of  thi<Town 
and  Joseph  Blanchard  Esq""  Henry  Adams  John  Lovewell  Ju' Joseph 
French  jon''  French  Ton-  Combs  ycs;.ah  Swan  Sylvanus  Whitney 
Ephraim  Butterfield  Thomas  Blanchard  Joseph  Butterneld  Richard 
Stratton  Ephraim  Adams  Thomas  Adams  Phinehas  Adams  Sam.aei 
Searles  V.'iiliam  Lund  Jur.  Phineas  Lund  >.\;  John  Combs  having  man- 
ifested their  dissati>:action  with  the  Choice  and  unwillingness  to  attend 
his  Ministry  therefore  voted  and  agreed  that  said  Persons  and  their 
Poles  for  the  time  being  Lvable  by  Law  to  be  rated  and  such  Tenants 
for  the  time  being  as  shall  live  on  their  Estates  unless  such  Tenants 
shall  give  their  attendance  at  said  ^l  Birds  meeting  be  and  hereby  are 
Excused  and  discharged  from  all  rates  and  Taxes  what  so  ever  that  shall 
be  raised  and  assessed  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Towm  for  the  Settle- 
ment Salary  or  Support  of  the  -aid  M'  Bird  and  all  other  their  Estate 
Real  and  Personal!  vrhile  in  their  Possession  equally  discharged  also 
for  the  Erecting  and  finishing  a  Meeting  house  where  the  said  M  Bird 
shall  Preach  alwavs  Reserving  as  the  Condition  of  this  Grant  or  vote 
that  the  Persons  discharged  as  afore  said  do  not  vote  in  any  affair  Re- 
lating to  the  Said  M'  Birds  Settlement  Salary  or  Support  or  the  placing 
Ordering  or  Building  the  said  Meeting  house  and  in  case  any  of  them 
for  the  future  do  thus  act  in  any  of  the  atfairs  as  afore  said  then  tlie 
afore  going  vote  to  be  void  as  to  such  person  also  provided  that  when 
anv  of  said  persons  shall  give  their  Generall  attendance  on  said  M'  Birds 
Ministry  the  afore  said  vote  where  by  they  are  excused  to  be  void  as  to 
such  peVson  voted  in  affirmative  A  nother  vote  Proposed  as  followeth 
Where  as  this  Town  of  Dunstable  v  31-'  of  August  last  made  choice 
of  y  Rev'  M-  Samuel  Bird  for  the  Setded  Minister  of  this  Town  and 
having  determined  to  set  a  Meeting  house  tor  the  Publick  Worship  of 
God  near  the  Com.mon  Road  of  passing  through  said  Town  viz.  the 
Road  that  parses  bv  Thomas  Harwood  to  Na-hua  River  Bridge  and 
Thomas  Patch  Joseph  Farley  David  Hobart  Amos  Phillips  Benui  Par- 
ker Elathan  Blo'od  John  Wil'loughby  Jason  Russel  Sim.eon  Blood  Gar- 
sham  Hubart  ^;  John  Butterrield  havingrepresented  their  Circumstances 
to  this  Town  viz.  their  liveing  near  the  westerly  line  of  this  Town  so 
tliat  if  t!ie  Meeting  house  should  be  Built  near  .-aid  road  tiier  sav  it  will 
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in  no  mcr-shnre  acco:Tiino.i-ite  rlu-m  :\m\  tliat  thcv  cannot  ^vitli  anv  Con- 
venience attend  the  Meeting  ixho  that  they  have" kite! v  before  thev  ware 
Incorporated  in  this  Town  paid  their  proportionable  part  in  Settling  v^ 
ReV'  M''  Daniel  Emerson  now  in  Holii.-,  where  thej  can  now  attend  with 
much  More  Convenience  then  they  can  at  a  Meeting  in  this  Town  pro- 
vided it  be  near  said  Road  said  Persons  therefore  de;-ire  that  thev  may 
be  Excused  from  paying  any  thing  towards  Building  a  Meeting  house 
near  said  road  and  from  pa;  ing  anything  towards  Scttlins,Mind  Support- 
irig  said  M''  Samue!  Bird  so  long  as  he  preaches  near  f:aid  road  and  pro- 
vided they  Constantly  attend  at  said  M'- Daniel  Emersons  Meetini?  on 
Lords  days  and  pay  tiieir  proportion  to  his  Salarv  and  make  the  Same 
appear  to  this  Town  and  that  if  this  Town  of  Dunstable  Should  at  anv 
time  agree  upon  a  place  and  Build  a  ?.[eeting  house  near  the  Center  of 
this  Town  or  if  a  Com^'^^  from  the  Gen"  Court  should  settle  the  Place 
for  *a id  .House  that  then  they  be  not  anv  longer  Excused  from  pavin'^ 
as  aforesaid  "  -         -  ,      c, 

-  ^o\v  tlierefore  this  town  of  Duii>tablc  Iiaving  Considered  the  Reasons 
offered  by  said  Person-  moving  them  to  Desire  to  be  Excused  from  pav- 
ing as,afore<v'd  it  is  Voted  >c  agreed  that  said  Tho^  Patch  and  the  other 
person.s  beforementioned  by  Xarne  be  Excused  from  paving  anvthing 
towards  Building  a  meetin-j  House  and  Settlinsc  and  Supporting  Said 
Mr^Samuel  Bird  in  ca-e  the  said  House  be  Built  near  Said  Road  and  that 
so  long  as  he  continues  to  preach  there  and  no  longer  and  it  is  provided 
that  It  at  any  time  .this  town  agree  upon  a  Place  and  build  a  me.eting 
House  near  the  Center  of  this  Town  or  that  when  ever  the  Place  Shafl 
be  Settled  by  the  Gen'-i  Courts  Com=w  that  then  this  \'ote  wherebv  said 
Persons  are  Excused  he  Null  A:  Void 

and  It  is  further  provided  that  said  Persons  Constantlv  attend  said  M- 
Emersons  meetii-g  on  Lord's  davs  and  pav  the;;-  prouortion  to  l;i^  Sal- 
ary and  bring  Certiticate  from  the  OiTicer.s  of  the  Church  ia  Holies  and 
the  Select  me^n  of  that  Town  that  they  have  thus  done  and  Deliver  :he 
Same  to  the  Select  men  of  this  Town" for  the  time  being  from  time  to 
time  whenever  there  shall  be  any  money  raised  for  the  Building  a  meet- 
inghouse or  the  Support  of  the  Minister  as  aforesaid  and  that  thev  & 
they  only  of  said  Persons  who  thus  do  be  Excused  as  aforesaid  and'itis 
further  pro\  ided  that  Said  Pxersons  do  not  act  in  any  affair  relating  to 
the  Meeting  house  or  the  Minister  in  this  tov,-n  and  when  ever  the'v-  or 
either  cf  tiiem  do.  this  Vote  wherebv  thev  are  Excused  to  be  Void  as  to 
the_ Persons  that  Shall  thus  Act. 

Unanimously  Voted  in  the  affirmative 
A  true  Copy  Exam"-'  pr. 

Jonathan  Lovewell  Tovrn  Clerk 


Petition  relatirig  to  an  illegal  tov:n  }necti?ig. 
To   His   Excellency  Benning  Weutworth  Esq'   Governor   and 
Commander    in    Chief  in  and  over    the    Province    of  New 
-  Hampshire.     -To  the  Honourable  His  Majestys  Coimcill  for 
said  Province  &  House   of  Representatives   in    General  As- 
sembly Convened 

The  Petition  of  Joseph  Blauchard,  Joseph  French  John  But- 
terfield  Jason  Russell  John  Lovewell  Jun.  Eenjaini'n  French 
Phhiehas  Lund  Thomas  Patch,  Ephraim  Butteriield  Amos 
Phillips  Joseph  Farley  Joseph  Sv-nllow.  Gid-jon  Henry  Sam- 
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uel  Sarlcc,  Ilciiry  Adams  Josiah  Swan  Jonathan  French,  Jo- 
seph Eutterneld/Thomas  BUtnchard,  Ehiathan  Blood,  Williann 
Lund,  Svlvanus  Whitney.  Fhhiehas  Adams,  Ephraim  Adams 
ThomasAdams.  Gershom  Hobart,  John  Willoughby  David 
Hobart,  Pliillip  Woollen  and  Simeon  Blood  most  humbly 
Sheweth  That  your  Petitioners  are  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders 
in  the  Town  of  Dunstable  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 
That  on  the  t\ventyeth  day  of  June  1747  Jonathan  Lo\ewell 
and  Thomas  ilarwood.  Two  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Dun- 
stable issued  out  and  granted  a  Warrant  in  writeing  under  their 
hands  unto  John  Alld  Constable  of  said  Town  therein  and 
thereby  requiring  the  said  Constable  to  Notify  and  Warn  all 
the  freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  in  said  Dunstable  Qiiaiified 
to  Vote  in  Town  atiairs  to  Convene  and  meet  at  the  Ilcuse  of 
Jonathan  Lovewell  Inholdcr  in  said  Dunstable  on  "\Ionday  the 
sixth  da*v  of  July  then  next  at  one  oi  the  Clock  in  the  after- 
noon, among  other  things  To  make  Choice  of  a  ^Minister  lor 
the  Supply  of  the  said  Town  and  to  Give  the  Minister  that 
should  be  chosen  such  encouragement  as  should  then  be  agreed 
on  or  do  anv  thing  in  order  for  the  Setllng  a  ^Minister  in  said 
Town  as  should  then  be  agreed  on. 

That  the  5-  Constable  made  his  Return  of  said  Vv'arrant  and 
that  he  had  notifved  and  warnd  all  the  within  mentioned  to 
meet  at  time  and  place  and  for  the  occasions  within  m-entioned 
That  in  Consequence  of  the  Said  W.arrant  and  Notitication 
There  was  a  Meeting  of  the  IidKibitants  of  the  said  Town  of 
Dunstable  at  the  House  of  the  Said  Jonathan  Lovewell  in  Dun- 
stable aforesaid  on  the  said  sixth  day  of  July  afores  '  That  at 
said  meeting  a  Moderator  was  chosen — A_nd  then  it  was  voted 
that  the  said  n-.eeting  Should  be  adjourned  to  the  last  ]Monday 
of  August  ///r/.'  next  to  meet  again  at  the  same  Place  at  two  of 
the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  and  the  said  meeting  was  accord- 
inglv  adjourned.  That  on  the  said  last  ]>>Ionday  in  August 
afores-  at  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  said  Dunstable  at  the  place  aforesd.  in  Consequence  of  the 
said  A'^'.'ournment  one  ^Ir.  Samuel  Bird  was  chose  tor  the 
Settled  Alinister  of  said  Town 

That  at  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dun- 
stable afores-  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  1747  (Tho' the 
warrant  for  calling  said  meeting  w\as  to  warn  all  the  freeholders 
and  other  Inhabitants  in  said  Dunstable  to  meet)  among  other 
things  it  was  voted  that  the  said  Mr.  Samuel  Bird  his  yearly 
Salary  as  Settled  ^linister  of  said  Town  should  Be  one  hun- 
dred ounces  of  Coined  Silver  Troy  Weight  Sterling  alloy  or 
the  full  value  thereof  in  Bills  of  public  Credit  and  to  Com- 
mence at  the  Day  he  shall  be  ordained  Pastor  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Dunstable     That  sundry  Persons  not  freeholders  ins'^ 
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To^vn  voted  in  Jc  for  tlic   Choice  ui'  said   ^Minister  c^  for   said 
Salai'v. 

That  vour  Pcliuoiiers  hutnhlv  Conceive  that  the  said  greet- 
ings and  the  Votes  past  at  said  Meetings  rehiting  to  the  Choice 
of  the  said  Mr.  Bird  to  be  the  settled  ^Minister  of  said  Town 
and  also  to  the  fixing  and  Sctling  of  the  afores''  Salary  on  him 
as  ^Iiiii>i:cr  ;itVn"csaid  arc  contrary  to  an  act  of  this  Province 
Entitled  .Vn  .\ct  for  the  Maintenance  and  supply  of  the  Minis- 
try within  this  Province.  That  nigh  Two  thirds  of  the  free- 
holders in  said  To\\n  are  against  tlie  said  Mr.  Birds  being  the 
minister  of  Said  Town  Tlinl  the  said  Two  Thirds  of  said  Free- 
holders own  near  tliree  fourtlis  of  tlie  Estate  in  said  Town  that 
must  Support  and  maintain  hiiti  tiie  s^  ]M' Bird  upon  an  assess- 
ment. Th.atvour  Petitioners  look  v.pnii  themselves  to  be  under 
great  diincultvs  at  present  and  th.it  they  shall  be  still  under 
greater  if  the  Said  \'otes  are  allowed  and  held  to  be  lawful! 
valid  and  binding — \\'lierefore  your  Petitioners  most  humbly 
Pray  your  E\'cellencv  cS;  Honours  tliat  they  may  have  a  hear- 
ing on  the  Premises  and  tliat  in  the  mean  time  the  said  Town 
of  Dunstable  may  be  ordered  and  cnjcjined  not  to  do  or  act  any 
thing  farther  in  Consequence  of  the  said  Votes  And  thatyourEx- 
cellencv  and  Iloiiours  will  maive  aiui  declare  the  said  Meetings 
&  the  \'otes  afores'  to  l>e  iilegall  null  and  void  or  grant  your 
Petitioners  Sucii  other  Pcl:ef  a--  vnu  slndl  see  meet  and  reason- 
able and  your  Petiti.jners  xVs  in  Duty  bound  Shall  everPrav&c 

Joseph  Fren'ch  for  himself 
and  Behalf  of  the  other  Petitioners 

Nov.  21-   1747 

In  Council  Nov  21.  1747  read  >!v; 

ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  lion"''*'  House 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 

Province  of )_  j^  ^j^_,  \lov.^e  of  Representatives  21^^  Nov.  1747 

Voted  Th-.it  ^-^  Petitioners  be  heard  on  thi^  Petition  y"^  Second  Davof 
j«  Sett!n<^  ofy  Gen'  A<-ea\hly  after  the  tir^tof  Jun'  next  ^:  th.it  the  Pe- 
titioners at  tlieir  own  Co-t  >ervo  y"  adverse  Partv  with  a  Copv  of  this 
Petitian  >S;  thi-  order  of  Coi;rt  t'^p.t  th.ev  r.v.iv  ha\-e  Liberty  to  .shew  Cause 
if  anv  thev  h-.ive  whv  the  Traver  of  y'=  Petition  should  not  be  granted 

D.  Pierce  Clr. 
In  Council  Eodem  Die 
read  &  Concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  SecJ" 

Nov.  21.     Consented  to 

B.  W'entworth. 

Prov  oi      )^  j^  j.j^^  House  of  lleore^entatives  o*''  March  1747-3. 
New  Hamp  >  '^' 

Voted  Tiiat  the  farther  HearinLj  of  y* annexed  Petition  be  deferred  'ti  1 

y^  Second  Day  o(  _\^"  -Sittin^-  of  y  Gen'  A;sembly  after  y^  tenth  of  April 

next 

D.  Pierce  Clr. 
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In  Council  lN[;irch  10-'''  17-1.7-8. 
read  >i;  Concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secj. 
Eodeiri  Die 

Assented  to 

B.  Wextworth 

Province  of )  j      j      j.j    ^         f  Representutives  13*  Mav  174S 
]Se\v  Hanip  j  '  j  .      /t 

Voted  tiiat  the  Prayer  of  y-  annexed  Petition  be  granted  ^:  that  y° 
meetings  i:  v"  Votes "inentio"n'd  in  s^  Petition  be  &  hereby  are  declared 
illesfal  null  ^:  void 

D.  Pierce  Clr. 
In  Council  May  14^:1  174S 

the  above  Vote  of  the  House  read  iS;  Concurred. 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 
In  Council  May  17,  174S. 

Consented  to 

B.  Wentworth 


[It  is  uncertain  to  what  paper  or  petition  the  following  names  belong. 

They  seem  to  stand  alone.     Ed.] 

Joseph  Blanchard  Gideon  Honey 

Jonathan  French  John  Honey 

Joseph  French  Sllvanus  Vhittney 

Tho"^  Patch  Elnahan  Blood 
Isaac  Bear.chanip  by  his  son  or  At-  John  Wiilowbc  tenant  to  Joseph 

torney  Farley 

John  Beauchamp  Phillip  Clerick 

Henry  Adams  John  Butterfield 

Daniel  Searls  Benj='  French 

Joseph  Buttertield  David  Hubbard 

W™  Lund  Simeon  Blood 

Tho^  Blanchard  '                         Amos  Phillips 

Ephraim  Adams  Jason  Pv.us>ell 

John  Lovewell  Jun^  Benj-'-  Parker 

Sam'  Searle>      "  Gershom  Hubbard 

Joseph  Farlev  Josiah  Swan 

Jonathan  Bowers  Zacheus  Lovewell 

Jonathan  Combs  Tho'  Adams — Attorney  to  Judith 

Phinehas  Lunde  Adams 


Nottingham  West  March  y^  31"'  1748 
this  may  Certifie  that  Joseph  Blanch.ard  Esqi^  was  sworn   to  the  faith- 
full  Discharu'-e  of  the  office  of  To^vn  Clerk  and  assessor  in  the  town  of 
Dunstable  for  the  Current  vear  before  me 

Ezekiel  Chase  J.  P. 


3Iinufc'S  cf  Tozcn  Meeting  in  Dunstable  March  30''  I74S- 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  Qualified   lo  vote  in   the  Choice  of 
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To\v:\  0'''':cei-E  in  the  Tovni  of  Dunstaule  hi  the  Province  of  New  Hamp'''' 
being  Re£;-iilar!y  Assembled  at  the  House  of  Jonathan  Lovewell  in  said 
Dnnstable  v-  -^^o''  dav  of  March  174S  in  order  to  make  Choice  of  Town 
Otacer-. 

'Voted  and  ch.ose  Jonathan  Lovewell  moderator  of  said  meeting 

Voted  and  Chose  Jonathan  Lovewei!  Town  Clerk. 

Voted  and  chose  Jonathan  Lovewell  William  Lancer  Thomas  Har- 
wood  Noah  Johnson  tV  Jonathan  Lund  Selectmen. 

voted  tliat  tlie  said  Selectmen  be  assessors. 

voted  and  chose  Ephraim  Lund  Constable. 

voted  and  chose  Josiah  Butterfieki  6:  Sanv  Kenney  tithing  men. 

voted  and  chose  John  Searls  C\;  William  Lancey  Jun.  surveyors  of 
high  wav. 

voted  and  chose  John  M'CIenche  ^'v:  Thomas  Murdough  Field  drivers. 

voted  nnd  chose  John  Huston  ^*v:  Sampson  French  fence  vev.-ers. 

voted  and  Chose'Benj^''  Richardson  William  AUd&Benj*  French  Hog 
constables. 

a  True  Copy  from  Record  of  the  whole  of  said  meeting  respecting 
Town  oi1"cers     Exanr-' 

atf  Jonathan  Lovewell  Town  Clerk 

This  Certifies  that  we  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  >S:  Q^iallified  voters 
in  the  Town  of  Dunstable  voted  in  the  Choice  of  the  above  said  officers 
the  day  above  said 

Jonat'iaa  Lovevrell  Thomas  Harwood 

William  Lancey  Snmpsor.  French 

Thomas  Lund  Jonathan  Lund 

Ephraim  Lund  [osiah  Butteriield 

John  Alld  John  McClenche 

John  Huston  John  Searle's  mark  X 

Samuel  Whiting  William  Lancey  Jun. 

Noah  Johnson  Thomas  Cowen 

Beniamin  Richardson  William  Johnson's  mark  X 

Henry  Parker  William  Alld. 

"vve  the  Subscribers  certifie  that  Nehemiah  Lovewell  was  present  & 
voted  in  the  above  said  meetingbut  beini^-  out  of  Town  when  the  others 
Subscribed  this  paper  had  not  opportunity  to  Subscribe. 

Jonathan  Lovewell 
John  Alld 
Province  of  ) 
New  Ham  p.  / 

This  Certifies  tliat  the  Inhabitants  that  ware  Qiiallified  to  vote  in  the 
Choice  of  Town  officers  in  the  Town  of  Dunstable  in  said  Province 
being  Regularly  Assembled  for  that  purpos  the  30''''  day  of  March  174S 
did  Choo-e  the  Persons  here  after  mentioned  in  to  the  respective  offices 
as  is  here  after  Expressed. 

Jonathan  Lovewell  Town  Clerk. 

Jonathan  LovcNvell,  William  Lancey,  Thomas  Harwood,  Noah  John- 
son Jc  Jonatl'.an  Lund  Selectmen. 

voted  that  said  Selectmen  be  assessors. 

Ephraim  Lund  Constable. 

Josiaia  Buttertield  ^  Sam-  Kenney  Tithing  men. 

John  Searls  Jc  \Villiam  Lancy  Jn'^  Ser\evors  of  highways. 

John  McCienche  ^s:  The''  Murdough  Field  drivers. 

John  Huston  Sampson  French  Fence  vewers. 

Benj''  Richard.son  William  Alld  >v:  Henj*  French  Hog  Constables. 

Att  J  mathan  Lovewell  Town  Clerk. 
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Provi".;;  cf  ") 
New  Plain  p.  / 

Nottingham  'March  v'"-  3r*  174S 
the  afore  ?nid  Jonathan  LoveAvell  and  Thomas  Harwood  were  Sworne 
to   the   faithfull  dischartr  of  their  Respective  offices  where   they  Avere 
chose  as  above  before  me 

Ezekiel  Chase  J'  Pais 

Prov  of     \ 
New  Ilamp  j 

Nottingham  West  april  ye  ::,  174S 
The  aforesaid  William  I.ancey  Noah  Johnson  Jonathan  Lund  Josiah^ 
Butterfield  Sam'  Kenney  John  >.[cClenche  Tho-^  ^'Jurdough  John    Hus- 
ton &  Beni^  Richardson  were  sworn  to  the  faithfull  discharge  of  their 
Respective  offices  where  to  they  were  Chose  as  above,  before  nie, 

Ezekiel  Ch.i-e  Js.  Pais 

Province  of"l 
New  Hamp  / 

Nottingham  April  y*  tS'-''  174S. 
Jon=i  Lovewell  of  Dunstable  in  -.aid  Province  was  Sworn  to  the  faith- 
full  di>charge  of  the  ofrlce  of  Sealer  of  all  weights  and  mea'^ures  in  the 
said  Tov/n  of  Dunstable  where  he  was  Chosen. 

before  me  Ezek^  Chase  J^  Pais 


yohn  Phelps  and  others'  assoit  to  yd^  Blanchanr s  petition. 
Wee  the  Subscribers  inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of  the  town  of  Dun- 
stable do  hereby  Signiiie  that  we  are  not  for  the  Setling  M-  Sam'  Bird 
as  minister  of  tins  tov/n  cC  should  if  Opportunity  had  permitted  Joyned 
with  Jo"  Blanchard  Esqf  >.\;  Others  in  Petitioning  the  Gen'  A--emb:y  for 
making  null  A:  void  the  vote  Whereby  he  w-as  Pretended  to  be  Chose 
and  are  Still  desirous  that  the  Same  may  be  done 

Jonathan  Phelps 
Dunstable  May  3'"'  174S  John  Money 

Jonath"  Bowers 
William  Currdng 
John  Ph2!ps. 


Remonstrance. 
To  His   Excellency  Benning  Wentworth   Esq'  Governour  tS:c 
The  Hon.  his  inajestys  Couiicil  &  House  of  Representatives 
in  Gen'  Court  assembled  at  Portsmouth  May  y-  loh"'  174S 
Wee  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable 
would  Most  Humbly  Remon.-trate 

That  Inasmuch  as  a  Representation  of  our  Circinnstances 
has  bin  made  to  this  Hon-  Court  Relating  our  Last  March 
meeting  fjr  the  Choice  of  Town  Officers,  on  the  30'  ■  of  said 
month  by  Joseph  Blanchard  Esq"  praying  that  the  choice  made 

by  the  m.ajority  of  Voters  mentioned  tiiight r  tlie  Town 

officers  bv  them  Chosen  be  Confirmed  or  the  whule  proceeding 
nullified  iS:  a  ne\v  meeting  Called  &c 

That  we  arc  in  necessity  for  Rcliress  in  those   things  and  in 
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as  iniich  a^  the  Choice  of  ollicers  made  by  the  said  Thirty  Six 
Whereof  Major  Zacheus  Lovewell  was  Chosen  Moderator  & 
tlie  $'■  [oseph  Bhinchard  Town  Clevk  Were  agreeable  to  the 
Town'iri  Geir  «S:  in  which  choice  two  thirds  at  least  of  the  tree- 
holders  c'c  Inhabitants  in  s'^  town  of  any  protHtable  Estates  or 
such  as  had  bin  Costoniary  to  Rase  did  vote  in  the  alilrmative, 
and  should  a  new  meeting  be  called  We  Imagine  it  would  be 
onlv  to  chose  the  same  persons  over  again  that  the  Scarcity  of 
Laborers  and  the  Season  of  the  year  so  much  Demand  our  at- 
tention to  our  business,  our  Habitations  are  so  scattered  that 
Warning  and  holding  such  meeting  at  this  Season  would  be 
verv  Chargeable. 

That  if  it  might  be  the  pleasure  of  this  H'on.  Court  to  estab- 
lish and  Confirm  the  s'  ofhcers  it  would  free  us  from  these  as 
we  apprehend  unnecessary  Charges,  (Sc  Qiiallify  us  Imediately 
to  do  anything  necessary  for  the  Fublick  ailairs  of  s''  Town 
Which  is  very  Humbly  Desired  &c 

Joseph  Butterfeld  Josiah  Swcin 

Henry  Adams  Benjamin  French 

Jonath'  Bowers  Joseph  French 

Ephraim  Butterlield  Zacheus  Lovewell 

Benjamin  Davis  Phiaeas  Lund 
Gershom  Hobart  his 

Elnathan  Blood  Thomas  x  Blanchard  Jr. 
Thorn  a-  Patch  mark 

David  Hobart  his 

his  Joseph  x   Swallow 
Joseph  X   Farly  mark 

Mark       '  Jason  Rus-^ell 

Amos  Phillips  Simeon  Blood 

John  Willou^hbj  William  Cumings 
Benj-*  Parker                   '  his 

John  Phelps  Samuel  x   Saris 
Jolm  Butterfeld  mark 

James  Harwood  Sylvenus  Whitney 

Thon-as  Blanchard  Thonaas  Adams 

William  Lund  Gideon  Honey 

Isaac  Waldron  Ephraim  Adams 

John  Beuucharap  Jonathan  French 

?  Jonathan  Combs 

John  Combs  Daniel  Searles 


Petition  of  'Jon''-  Love-vcll  in  ans'.vcr  to  jruscph  Blanchard'' s 

petition. 

To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq"  Capt.  Gen'  & 
Governuur  in  chief  in  &  over  his  iNlafcsties  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  c^  the  Hon  ■  his  jNIajesties  Council  &  House  of 
Representatives  for  y"  Province  in  0^i\  Assembly  Convened 
!May  lo'-  174S 

Joaathaii  Loveweil  of  Dunstable  in   said  Province  for  him- 
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self  aiiJ  otiicr  frceliulJers  anJ  luluiljitaats  of  Said  Town  in 
answer  to  a  Petition  of  Joseph  Blaiichiird  Esq'' for  himself  & 
others  (now  Win<r  before  this  lion^'  Court)  Humbly  Shew  — 

That  in  Said  Petition  is  Shewn  tbrth  that  y"  Selectmen  of 
Dunstable  by  their  Warr'  cal'd  a  Town  meeting  in  Dunstable 
to  be  of  Persons  Qiialifyed  to  vote  on  y-  30"^  day  of  March  last 
for  y  Choice  of  Town  officers  for  y"  Current  year  th;it  y"  In- 
habitants Met  accordingly  and  after  some  Debate  about  y^ 
Q_uallifycations  of  Voters  they  proceeded  to  y  Business  &  that 
53  Men  assembled  who  were  Quallifyed  according  to  y-  Laws 
by  which  they  had  heretofore  been  Govern'd  who  divide'!  into 
two  parties  36  in  one  &  17  in  y'  otiier  that  each  party  cliose  a 
^Moderator  Select  m.en  &  all  other  Town  oiiicers — a  Double  set 
chosen  and  Sworn  for  every  ofticc — the  evident  Consequence 
of  which  is  the  utmost  confusion  &c 

By  this  state  of  y"  Case  in  their  Petition  they  Grant  y'  au- 
thority of  the  Selectmen  to  call  the  ^Meeting  but  don't  mention 
who  Govern'd  the  Parties  ]Mentioned  who  took  their  Votes  Sc 
Determip.'d  V  Choice  or  wliether  tliere  was  any  officer  to  Enter 
&  record  y '  votes  or  show  h.ow  the  liieeting  v.'as  managed — 
representing  y"  case  as  if  one  party  had  as  good  right  to  act  as 
y*^  other  in  any  manner  when  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  That 
the  Petitioners  in  a  very  Disorderly  uncivil  manner  took  y"  Se- 
lectmens  warrant  from  them  and  went  out  of  y-  house  ap- 
pointed by  y-  Selectm.en  to  hold  y''  m.eeting  in  and  Gathered 
a  Party  together  some  qualified  Voters  &  Some  not  so  and 
acted  like  a  mobb  of  madmen  in  such  a  iTianner  as  never  was 
done  in  this  Province  Since  it  was  a  Governnicnt — the  Select- 
men all  the  while  proceed  to  take  votes  at  the  time  &  place 
appointed  to  hold  y"  Meeting  when  c*^  where  a  ^Moderator  was 
the  Voters  present  orderly  chosen  &  y"  business  of  y'  Town 
orderly  carved  on  all  town  officers  chosen  &  duly  Entered  by 
y-  clerks  Duly  Sworn  as  y  Laws  &  custom  of  all  Towns  in  y* 
Government  have  time  out  of  mind  used — which  officers  your 
respondents  conceive  to  be  y '  officers  regularly  chosen  for  y"= 
Tovy-n  iS:  that  thcv  ought  to  Serve  in  their  respective  offices — 
The  Petitioners  Knew  that  what  they  had  done  was  Disorderly 
yet  they  did  the  same  with  Design  to  Disturb  y^  peace  &  good 
order  of  the  Town  for  if  they  were  y'  ]Major  part  of  y  voters 
Qiialifyed  they  might  have  chosen  who  they  liked  best  into  of- 
fices without  Snatching  up  y  warrant  and  runing  out  of  cluors 
&  holding  a  meeting  abroad  in  the  fields  where  they  weie  not 
cal'd  by  their  warrant  to  hold  it  the  necessity  of  having  officers 
regularly  chosen  is  evident  but  the  questlv>n  is  whether  these 
Petitioners  have  right  to  Complain  of  y-  Proceedings  of  y"- 
To\yn  in  General  when  they  themselves  Sc  no  others  have  made 
all  y-  Disturbance  &  Dlsordei'S  they  mention  in  f/icir  -Com- 
plaint. 
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Th'^v  ■''prM-'cr  5nv  in  t'jcir  Pct!!:i^'U  •.'aat  their  clrcuiTistancea 
are  "articular  that  thcv  were  hitcly  Incorporated  can  have  no 
Cuatun-'s  to  Govern  tlicir  Procccdin^rs  in  such,  cases — and  tliat 
y*^  Province  Law  is  Defective  &  does  not  say  \\  hat  Estate  is 
ratable  therefore  Intirelv  useles.-?  That  every  man  has  an  equal 
Right  to  Govern  in  Town  nieetin>T  till  moderator  is  tairly 
chosen  v"  Law  silent  about  it  Sc  that  they  must  Labor  under 
insuperable  Difficulties  unless  aided  by  the  assembly  or  y" 
Standing-  Laws  amended  ..^  so  they  pray  that  their  own  partys 
choice  (wlaich  they  call  v'-'  major  part  but  v/as  not  nearly  so) 
maybe  Established  or  that  those  Votes  which  were  Lav.-fully 
passed  mav  l)e  made  null  as  well  as  theirs 

In  ap.5\vcr  to  which  v  respondents  say  that  the  Petitioners 
lately  Incc^rporated  havin-^  no  Customs  t'>  Govern  Begin  with 
very  bad  precedents  to  make  Customary  that  any  man.  may 
Set  himself  up  to  Govern  in  town  meeting  against  y'  authority 
that  caled  v-  same  It  is  such  a  Practice  as  was  never  known 
in  this  Government  nor  in  any  of  tive  neighboring  Govern- 
ments all  V'  towns  in  this  Pro\ince  ha\-e  always  made  that 
their  Practice  that  y '  Selectmen  who  call  y-  meeting  Govern 
y*^  same  till  a  moderator  is  chosen  they  take  the  Votes  &  de- 
clare wl;o  is  cho;:£n  moderator  ^;  tl-.cn  y"  moderator  takes  his 
place  and  Governs  That  there  is  Defect  in  y-  Laws  of  y" 
Provi-iice  iS;  th.:Lt  y '  Laws  are  usrless  is  a  bold  and  Dareing  af- 
front ro  y'-  Goverui-nent  tor  lliai  in  ail  i  every  town  of  y 
Province  tlie  Laws  have  been  understood  8c  all  the  towns  have 
been  Qiiictlv  &  regularlv  or<lered  c^  Governed  and  will  be  so 
still  notv/itlistanding  y"  Disorrlerly  Practice  of  The  complain- 
ants who  liave  violated  the  Laws  cS:  Good  customs  of  y*  Towns 
in  all  v'  Governments  &  to  cover  tlieir  Riotous  &  bad  behav- 
iour complain  that  there  is  no  Law  to  Govern  them. 


At  a  L^^al  meetin;:^  of  the  Freehnid'.-r<  nr.J  Inliabitants  of  the  To^va 
of  DLin-'al>!o  on  the  iS  '   Dav  of  Aj'ri!  A.  D.  1774 

Voted  tir.u  Jonathan  LovcwoU  K>q  b.'  a-,^L-nt  for  the  Town  of  Dun- 
stable to  P'jtition  thoso  that  are  iii  jiroper  authoritv  that  the  s-  Town 
of  Dunstable  mav  have  the  Priviied-re  of  bending  a  Person  to  Repre- 
sent them  in  theGeneral  assembly  of  this  Province 

a'  true  Copy  attest 

'  Jo-  Whiting  Town  Clerk 
Dunstable  may  y  6'^  1774 


D'.msiahlc  Petition  to  semi  a  /\eprese,ztativc. 
To  His  Excellency  John  Wentyvorth  Esq''  Cap'  General  Gov- 
ernor and  Comander  in  diicf  in  and  over  his  majesties  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hamp.  c^.tlve  Hon''-'  his  majesties  Council. 
The  Pccition  of  J'J'r.aihan  L  A-ev.-ell  ^i  Dunstable  in  County 
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of  Hilsborough  and  Province  afore  said  on  Behiilf  of  the  Free* 
holders  of  said  Town  of  Dunstable  in  their  Town  ir.oeting 
assembled  up-  y'  iS-^  ^774  pursuant  to  their  vote  f  )r  this  Pur- 
pose 

Plumbly  Shews  That  the  said  Town  of  Dunstable  is  a  very 
ancient  Settlement  and  so  long  ago  as  the  vear  i6So  there  was 
Thirty  Families  settled  there  and  a  learned  orthodox  minister 
ordained  amongst  them — 

That  the  Inhabitants  wer  repeatedly  distressed  by  a  Bar- 
barous Indian  Enemy  and  with  great  Dlfficultv  kept  Posses-, 
sion  of  the  Ground.  That  they  were  then  under  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Province  of  the  Mass'  Bay  and  for  very  many  years 
were  priviledged  by  that  Province  to  send  a  Pers  jn  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  General  assembly  anualy  Convened  at  IjOS- 
ton  untiy  the  Divisional!  line  between  said  Province  took 
place. 

That  in  the  year  1746  the  said  Town  of  Dunstable  falling 
within  this  Province  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Tov/n  wer  by  His 
majesty's  Letters  Patent  under  the  seal  of  this  Province  Incoi;- 
porated  in  to  a  Body  Politic  and  Corporate  to  have  continu- 
ance forever  by  the  name  o{  Dunstable  with  all  the  Pov/ers  & 
authorities  Priviledges  tt  Franchises  which  other  Tov/ns  in 
said  Province  or  anv  of  them  by  Law  then  had  or  enjoyed 
and  to  their  Successors  forever. 

That  for  several  years  since  the  said  Town  of  Dunstable  en- 
joyed the  Priviledge  of  voting  for  a  Person  to  Represent  them 
in  the  General  Asscmblv  for  this  Province 

That  for  abotit  Twelve  vears  last  past  the  Freeholders  of  said 
Town  have  for  reasons  to  them  unknown  been  Excluded  from 
their  ancient  Priviledge  altho  thev  are  not  only  conscious  of 
their  Lovalty  and  attachment  to  His  Majesty  King  George  the 
Third  and  all  in  authority  under  him  and  determined  on  every 
occasion  to  Testify  their  Duty. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioner  on  Behalf  of  the  aforesaid  Free- 
holders of  Dunstable  and  in  vertue  of  the  vote  aforesaid  ^vlost 
Humbly  Prays  vour  Excellencv  and  Hon''  that  they  may  be 
restored  to  their  ancient  Priviledges  and  be  properly  repre- 
sented in  Future  and  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall 
ever  Pray 

Jonathan  Lovewell. 

May  y''  10'^  1774 
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Papers 
relating  to  the  anrexntion  of  tlie  W.-sr  p-rt  of  Dunstable  (no\v  Nashua) 
to  the  Town  of  Molhs  : 
Containing 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  rhe  We.>C  part  of  Dunstable, 
Re:nonstrance  of  t!ie  Selectmen  of  Dunstable, 
Answer  of  the  A.^'ents  of  Dunstable, 
Plan  of  the  territory  to  be  dihannexed  (i) 
Warrant  for  a  Town  Meetinq;  in  Dunstable, 
Proceedings  of  said  Tvown  meeting. 
Extracts  from  the  Records  of  Dunstable. 
1756  and  1.757. 


Petition  of  People  in  the    Jl'rst  fart  of  Dntistahle  {noz:'  part 
oj  II'.lli's)  to  be  ah'nexcu  to  Hollis. 

Province  of  ") 
New  Hampsh  J 

To  His  ExccIIoncy  Beniniix  Wet  tv/ortla   Escf  Governor  and 

the  lion''-'  his  Majestys  Councill 

The  Petition  of  a  noml)er  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  wcsterlv 
Side  of  The  Tv>\vn  of  Dunstable  in  said  Province  and  the  Tovrn 
of  HolHs  Joyninc,^  with  tliem  Ilinnblv  sheweth, 

That  your  I'etitioneis  tiiat  hve  in  Dunstable  live  in  the  west 
side  of  the  Town  next  to  Ilollis  and  are  so  far  from  the  meet- 
ing House  that  it  is  all  most  Empossible  for  us  to  attend  the 
publick  worship  of  God  there  for  some  of  us  live  seven  and  a 
half  miles  and  the  nearest  five  and  half  from  the  Meeting  House 
so  that  v/e  Cant  nor  Dont  go  to  meeting  there  and  we  receive 
no  priviledges  with  them  f  jr  tliey  have  sot  the  Meetin--^  House 
to  acommodate  them  Selves  and  seem  not  in  the  lest  to  Regard 
us  only  to  get  oi:r  money  our  Di:tlcuities  are  so  exceedin;^  great 
that  make  us  Dispare  of  haveing  any  Comfortable  Reeving 
gospeals  Previledges  unless  we  can  obtain  the  aid  and  Assis- 
tance of  your  Excellencv  and  Honnors 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  mostllumblv  prav  that  vour  Ex- 
cellency and  .Honnors  Would  so  far  Compassonate  our  Cir- 
cumstances as  to  Relieve  us  in  the  Premises  by  seting  us  of  with 
our  Land  to  Hollis  to  which  we  once  bclong'd  and  help  settel 
our  Minister  and  now  go  to  attend  the  publick  worship  of  god 
and  must  if  v/e  are  Continued  as  we  be  the  furdest  of  us  from 
Holies  Meeting  House  is  not  more  dian  three  Tvliles  and  a  half 
or  four  miles  and  the  bigest  part  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
and  three  miles  to  the  whic'a  we  can  go  with  some  degree  of 
Comfort  ^Vee  therefore  pray  that  }ourE>:celencv  and  Honors 
would  be  plesed  to  annex    us  to  Holies  with  about  3500   acres 

(I)  The  Pian  is  founa  in  th?  ori-inal  MS.  rnpers  Vol.  II,  p.  -JOT,  m  sc^r'^'p-v'sol 
flee,  but oiaiU'-'il  ui  tlud  volume.     tD.  '" 
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of  Ln.p.rl  a^  \ve  have  Discrebd  \\\  a  pl:in  Which  will  gratly  Re- 
leve  us  from  our  present  Difficuh:ics  and  help  us  to  a  Comfort- 
able Injoyment  of  gosple  prevelid;.3-es 

Wee  your  Humble  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  your  Ex- 
cellencv^  and  Hon'^  would  Relelve  us  as  in  your  great  \\'isdom 
Shall  Seem  Meet  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall 
ever  pray. 

John  Willough.bj  .  Williani  Ciiinings 

Elnathiin  Blood  Joseph  Farley 

John  Phelps  Anna  Patch 

Daniel  Mooar 

BenJ'  Parker 

Nicholas  Youngman  Sam'  Cumings  )  Selectmen 


Gershoni  Hobart  Sam'  Goodhue  )■         of 

Jonathan  Hobart  -       Enoch  Noves   j      Holies 

Amos  Phillips 
Sani'  Hobart 
David  Hobart 
Nehemiah  Woods 

In  Council  Decem.ber  i6,  1756 

read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Ilori'^''*  Assembly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Seer?" 

Province  of  \  ^^^  ,j^_^  j^^,^^^  ^^  Representati^-es  Dec  i6'"  1756 
New  Hamp  j  ,  '  '-^ 

This  Petition  being  read 

Ordered  That  the  petitioners  be  heard  thereon,  the  third  Day  of  the 
Sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  next  after  the  15'"  day  of  Jan':'  next 
Ensuing  ii  that  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  Cost  i;  charge  Cause  the 
Select  men  of  Dunstable  to  be  Served  with  a  Copy  of  s'  Petition  ^:  this 
order  of  Court  thereon  to  appear  <N:  Shew  Cause  if  any  they  have  v^hy 
the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  Granted 

Andrew  Clarkson  Clerk 

In  Council  December  17''''  1756. 
read  A;  Concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson. 

■v^^    ^  \"V      ^'  '-In  the  house  of  Representatives  Jan  21'*  1757 
-New  Hamp  j  ^  j  ui 

This  being  the  day  appointed  to  hear  the  within  Petition  and  the 
Select  men  of  Dunstable  by  their  Petition  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  \x--  Instant  desireing  that  the  hearing  thereof  might  be  put  of  to  a 
further  Day  for  the  Reasons  in  s'  Petition  mentioned  A:  the  petitioners 
making  no  objection 

Resolved  that  the  hearing  thereof  be  put  off  till  the  2''  Day  of  the  Sit- 
ting of  the  General  Assembly  next  after  the  first  Day  of  April  next  A: 
all  persons  Concerned  are  hereby  Required  to  Go^'ern  themselves  ac- 
cordingly 

Andrew  Clarkson  Clerk 

Province  of )  t     ^u     tt  r  r>  t  ..•         at       rc-'i  T-^-r 

^-       ,,  >In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  iS-'  i7';7 

New  ilamp  j  ^  j  i,  • 

William  Cum.ings  Representing  to  this  house  that  he  was  not  duly 
Notified  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  hearing  this  Petition  6:  praying 
that  further. time  may  be  appointed  for  a  hearing  thereof    Therefore 

Voted  that  the  Petitioners  be   hoard  -thereon   the   Second  da\'  of  the 
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Sitting-  cf  tbiC  General  Aiocmbly  Next  after  the  20'''  day  of  June  next  & 
that  the  petitioner-  Serve  tlie  Selectmen  of  Dur.^table  with  a  Copy  ot 
this  order  of  Court 

Andrew  Chirkson  Clerk 
In  Council  Eodem  Die 
read  ..V  concurred 

Theo.  Atkinson  Secv. 


Petition  relating  to  another  heari)ig. 
Province  of  | 
New  Hamp  j 

To   His   Ex-^   B.  Wentworth   Esq"  Gov'' &c.     The  Hon' -^  his 

]Maj*  Councill  ti:  House  of  Represeatati\"es  in  Gen'  Assembly 

Conveined  at  Ports    cS;c. 

The  "iiemonstrance  of  the  Select'  of  Dr.nstahle  in  Answer  To 
The  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Dunstable  and  the 
Select"  of  Holies  for  setting  of  Certain  Lands  with  the  Pet" 
that  Belong  to  Dun^,tanle  to  the  Town  of  Holies 

Humblv  Sheweth 

That  Tho  the  Order  of  Coiirt  pass'd  in  Councill  ly^'^ 
of  Dec''  Last  Directing  Tliat  the  Select-  of  Dunstable  Shou'd 
be  vServed  with  a  Copv  of  the  Pet  c'c  Order  of  Court  thereon 
Nott^vilh5tanding  the  Pet''  have  dclaved  to  Ictt  v"  Respond-^ 
know  any  thing  of  Such  Pet''  and  Order  untill  the  Eleventh 
day  of  this  Instani  Jan-"  and  the  hearing  to  be  the  third  day  af- 
ter the  15""  Instant,  if  the  Court  Shou'd  be  then  Sitting  (the 
contrarv  of  which  v>'e  cou'd  not  know)  The  time  being  so  short 
the  Select"'  Could  not  bv  Lawfull  Warning  x\ssemble  the 
town  to  know  their  minds  before  the  time  of  Hearing  which 
we  Humblv  Conceive  thev  ought    b\-  no  means  to  be  abridged 

ofi: 

Wherefore  we  Humblv  pray  (that  unless  Their  peti"  be  v/ith- 
drawn  or  Dismissed  without  day  that  there  may  be  a  further 
day  for  Hearing  thereon,  and  Inasmuch  as  'tis  probable  if  the 
town  Resolve  to  appear  and  make  answer  there  will  be  Occa- 
sion of  vSundry  Survevs  and  Measures  to  be  taken,  the  clerer 
to  descover  the  Truth  of  the  facts  alledged  in  their  pet'  which 
cannot  with  convenience  be  done  till  the  Spring  &  besides  the 
Hardship  it  would  be  for  vSuch  a  Scattered  town  to  Assemble 
Soner  than  march  meeting  Since  that  is  so  near,  &  in  the  mean 
time  y^  Pet'-  can  Sutfer  no  great  111  convenience)  That  the 
Hearing  may  be  assigned  Some  time  after  the  tirst  of  may  next 
Which  is  Humbly  Submitted  by  v'  Ex' i'  &  Hon"  most 
Obed"'  Sen,-'^ 

J.  Blanchard    ^     Select" 
Jon-"  Love  we  LI.  )■         of 
Jox'  Lund  J  Dunstable 

Dunstable  Jan'^  14-^  I757- 
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Petition  against  annexation  to  Hollis, 
To  His  Excellency  B.  Wentworth  Esq'Capt.  Gen'  Gov^  of  the 

Province   of   New   Ilamp'   &c   &    tlie   Hon"-^    His  ^Slajestys 

Council. 

Whereas  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Dunstable  &  the  town  of 
Holies  Joyuing  with  them  have  Petitioned  y'  Excellency  ^ 
Hon"  Praving  the  s'  Inhabitants  that  are  Petitioners  may  be 
with  Their  Lands  Sett  to  Holies,  and  afterwards  in  the  same 
Petition  pray  that  they  may  be  annexed  to  Holies  with  about 
2500  acres  of  Land  (as  they  say  they  Have  described  in  a  plan) 
and  further  pray  for  Relief  as  to  you  shall  seem  meet 

And  shew  as  the  Grounds  of  their  Compl'  their  Distance 
from  our  meeting  house  that  it  was  not  sett  to  accommodate 
them  &  that  seemingly  they  are  Only  Regarded  to  get  their 
money* 

Od'\vhich  the  Selectmen  of  Dunstable  had  notice  by  Order 
of  Plis  Majestvs  Councill  iS:  the  Hon'-  The  Assembly  to  shew 
cause  if  any  they  h"ad  Why  the  prayer  Thereof  Shou'd  not  be 
granted. 

Therefore  the  Subscribers  Agents  of  the  Tov/n  of  Dunstable 
Begg  Leave  to  answer  <!^:  Shew 

That  bv  the  Charter  of  Incorporation  a  Reservation  is  made 
to  Ills  majesty  his  Heirs  4S:  Successors,  of  the  Power  of  Divid- 
ing the  same  when  it  shall  appear  necessary  and  Conveiiient 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Inhabitants — accordingly  their  applica- 
tion was  to  y'  Ex'"-'  &  Hon"' — How  that  Petition  came  to  drop 
down  to  the  Lower  house,  or  they  order  in  a  Thing  they  had  no 
Lawfull  cognizance  of  Wee  cannot  teii — that  in  the  present 
case  nothing  can  lye  before  them  to  Determine  and  in  this  an- 
swer Shall  address  our  Selves  to  y''  Ex  ■'"  &  Hon"  only — 

Waving  our  not  being  Notefied  by  Prop'  authority  if  y'  Ex^>' 
&  Hon"  think  meet  to  sustain  their  Petition  Beg  Liberty  to 
State  the  facts  ^S:  v"  Indulgence  to  hear  them  thro'. 

That  the  town  of  Dunstable  ab'  1736  was  by  act  of  theMass-^ 
Divided  into  two  Parishes  Reserving  for  the  first  Or  Standing 
part  (being  then  ab'  to  build  a  meetinghouse)  Such  parcell 
Onlv  as  wou'd  Continue  &  not  probable  to  be  sub-divided  at- 
terwards  —  The  Remainder  of  what  Was  then  old  Dun- 
stable (now  Holies  monson  and  part  of  Merrymac  &  part  of 
Dunstable.)  was  made  the  Second  Parish — which  then  Consisted 
of  ab-  70000.  acres  had  an  annuall  tax  of  two  pence  an  acre  for 
four  years  On  all  the  Non-residents  Lands  to  Enable  them  to 
Build  a  nieeting  house  ann  settle  a  miinister  with  an  after  Tax 
of  near  the  Same  Sum  Greatlv  Exceeding  the  necessary  use 
for  which  the  Grant  was  Intended,  however  they  disposed  or 
divided  the  m.oney  Tliat  the  first  Parish  173S  Built  &  finished 
a  fleeting  house  at  a  Large  e::pcnce. 
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That  1 741  the  Province  line  was  Run  &  left  of  the  first^par- 
ish  about  two  thu'ds  of  the  Inhabitant.-,  .^  Ebtatcs  on  the  Mass-' 

That  1746  v'  Ex  >■  with  advice  ot  his  ]SIajestys  Louncill  ap- 
pointed a  Cofnittoe  to  Enquire  into  the  Situation  &  Circum- 
stances of  this  W^estern  Acquisition  in  Order  for  its  Incorpora- 
tion into  towns 

That  the  Settled  part  of  the  Second  Parish  (suice  iloUes) 
was  present  before  that  Comittee  and  the  dividing  line  between 
that  town  ^c  Dunstable  was  then  fixed,  after  a  full  hearnig  of 
all  partys.  Tho  Dunstable  bv  that  line  was  a  quantity  Suffi- 
cient for  a  town,  yet  the  Habitable  part  so  small  (not  more  than 
five  thousand  acres.  Scarce  worth  Impro\-ing)  and  that  so  scat- 
tered, viewing  their  past  Burdens  <S:  Misfortunes  v.-ith  Great 
Reluctance  tuok  out  tlicir  Charter— On  the  South  the  Province 
line  On  the  East  the  Great  River  On  the  north  the  Poverty 
of  the  land  wotfd  n-iai<e  no  advantage,  by  an  addition  Exclusive 
of  the  present  Pete'^  &  they  Cheitiy  on  the  westerly  Side  Thus 

Shut    up  ■  n         -o' 

Tho'Holles  would  admit  five  times  the  Settlers  &  Better 
Land  as  Their  first  Entry  ^yas  at  the  Easterly  en<\.  ^ 

Dunstable  for  their  accommodation  only  Submitted  to  the 
line  as  it  nov>-  stands  when  they  Ought  to  ha\-e  advar:ced  a  mile 
further  West  at  the  least. 

On  examination  we  find  that  Plolles  on  True  measure  is  ab^ 
eight  miles  in  length  East  .S:  west  And  about  four  miles  &  half 
north  &  South  promiscuously  Settled  at  Each  end.  Sometime 
after  their  Incorporation  Holies  set  up  a  meeting  house  with 
Dart  of  the  money  we  c^  others  had  paid  for  that  use  &  sett  it 
about  a  m.lle  an  "half  from  their  Ea^t  line  Regardless  of  the 
Comp'-'^  of  the  Inhabitants  e^-  prop"^  on  the  westerly  part  so 
that  manv  of  tliem  now  are  eight  miles  as  tiiey  must  travil  trom 
tlieir  meeting  much  further  than  any  of  Dunstable  are  from 
Our  meeting  house.  Had  n-ieasures  in  Equity  been  taken  as 
was  in  Dunltable  to  place  their  meeting  house  the  present  Pef' 
wou'd  be  nianv  m.ilt-s  nearer  to  ours  (A:  doubtless  will  soon  be 
the  case) 

Wee  are  Sencible  that  this  vexatious  Petition  is  Stirred  &  en- 
couraged by  Holies  purely  to  prevent  Justice  to  their  Western 
InhabTtants^wlfich  they  loresce  will  Obtain  unless  they  can 
Cloack  it  bv  Ruining  Dunstable. 

The  Reasons  as  to  Distaiice  cS;  accommodation  might  much 
Stron-^er  be  urged — Exclusive  of  tlie  province  tax,  in  favor  of 
the  South  part  of  the  town. 

That  the  familvs  in  Dunstable  able  to  Support  themselves  & 
bear  anv  part  of  Our  charge  does  not  Exceed  Forty,  the  Peti- 
tio;'.crs 'included  >.\:  -^hou'd  theyl)e  ludulgetl  it  must  end  in  their 
disappointment  CC  be  fatal  to  us. 
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As  to  tlicir  treatment  in  t'le  ton-n  SetHng  the  meeting  house 
Useing  the  money  Sec  we  wou'd  not  trouble  you  With  the  Ar- 
guments Just  in  Our  favour — Only  Refer  to  the  votes  we  here 
annex.     Demonstrations  of  their  good  usage. 

Had  not  the  Depth  of  Snovr  and  bad  weather  prevented  ^ve 
had  shown  their  fallacious  pretences  to  their  distance  from  each 
meeting  house  all  the  aforegoing  facts  are  Ready  to  veryrie 

What  Genius  had  Given  them  front  to  mutter  out  th.is  Mot- 
tley  Petition  is  Difficult  to  Guess. 

The  pretentions  botli  of  Holies li;  the  Pet"'*  are  totall}-  Ground- 
less. 

Wherefore  we  pray  that  their  Petition  may  be  Dismissed 

Joseph  Blanciiaud    ')     .    .,  ,- 

Zaciieus    LoVEWEI-I.    -  ,^    ^   ,   1  1 
.,  T-  i  Dunstable 

JOSEPH     triEXCH.  ) 

[Here  follows  a  plan  of  the  land  petitioned  to  be  annexed  to  liollis,. 
about  -500  acres — which  15  omitted.     Ed.] 


Province  of")  To  John    Searles    One    of   the   Constables  of  Dunstable 
New  Hamp/In  said  Province  Greeting. 

Seal     In  his  Majestys  Name  you  are  hereby  Required  forth^vith  To  No- 
tify 5v'  V.'arn  all  the  freeholders   -.v  Other  Inhabitants  In  said  Dun- 
stable Qj_ialined  to  Vote  in  tiie  foUowinir  Town  affairs  that  they  As- 
semble t\:  Meet  at  the  meetinij  house  in  Said  Dunstable  on  Monday 
the  21'=  Day  of  March  next  at  one  of  the  clock  afternoon. 
I''  To  Chuse  all  Town  Officers  fo'.- the  Ensuins^  Year  Required  by  Law. 
2'  To  hear  the  Town  accounts  ^:  Do  anything   Relating  the  Same  as 
Shall  then  be  agreed  on. 

3'i'>'  To  See  if  the  Town  Will  Do  any  thing  to  Shew  Cause  why  tlie 
Petition  of  William  Cumings  i:  Others  should  not  be  Granted  who  have 
Petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  annexed  to  Holies  ^;  Do  any  thing 
P.elating  the  Same  as  shall  then  be  agreed  on 

^tjir  To  see  if  the  Town  Will  Do  any  thing  to   P.'-event  the  Common 
Being  Over  Stocked  ^i  act  as  shall  then  be  agreed  on   ^:  see   tiiat  you 
make  Due  Return  hereof  >\:  fail  not  at  your  Peril. 
Dated  at  Dunstable  February  2S''  27,7 

Joseph  BLANCitARD ") 
Jox' LovEWELL  >  Selectmen 

JoN'  Lltxd  J 

Province  of) 
New  Hamp  j 

Pursuant  To  the  Within  Warrant  I  have  Notifyed  Sc  Warned  all  the 
freeholders  ^c  Other  Inhabitants  Qiialitied  to  Vote  In  the  within  Town 
affairs  to  meet  at  the  Time  ,i;  Place  i:  for  the  Occasions  as  are  Witiiin 
mentioned. 

Dunstable  ?ilarch  y"  2i"  1757 

his 
Johtt  X  Searles  Constable 
mark 
Dunstable  April  y"  2*  1757 
A  true  Copy  taken  from  Dunstab'e  town  Book  pr 

Jonathan  Lu.nd,  Town  Clerk 
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At  a  Town  >reetir!^  of  the  freeholders  &  Other  Inli.ibifants  In  Dun- 
btable  C^ualiried  to  \  ote  in  'lown  atiairs  assembled  at  the  meeting  house 
In  Dunstable  On  Monday  the  21"  Day  of  Sepf  1757 

Extract  of  the  Votes 

The  Qj-iestion  Was  Put  if  the  Town  of  Dunstable  Wou'd  set  clT  the 
Inhabitants  l^-  Land  as  Petitioned  for  by  William  Cumings  ^:  Others  to 
be  annexed  to  Holies  or  any  Part  thereof  iS:  Voted  In  the  Negative 

then  Voted  that  Joseph  Blanchard  X' Zacheus  Lovewell  Esqrs.  i:  Cap' 
Joseph  French  be  agents  In  the  Beiialf  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable 
Joyntly  or  Severally  or  any  tv,-o  of  them  to  Shew  Cause  Why  the  Prayer 
of  the  aforesaid  Petition  shou'd  not  be  Granted 

A  True  Copy  pr.  Jonathan  Lund  town  clerk 
Dunstable  April  2^  1757 

A  True  Copy  Taken  from  Dunstable  Town  Book  pr 

Jonathan  iund  Town  Clerk 

Choice  of  agents  March  21"  17^7 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Preeholdcrs  >S;  Ot'ier  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Dunstable  Regularly  assembled  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Ilarwood  In 
Dunstable  the  5'^  Day  of  March   1754 

Extracts  of  the  Votes 

Voted  th.at  all  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Place  Called  One  Pine  Hill  viz: 
those  to  the  West  of  Sampson  Frenclios  i:  John  Butterheld  making  a 
strait  Line  be  excused  from  ail  charges  In  fitting  Raising  &  finishing 
the  old  meeting  house. 

Dunstable  april  y^  2'  1757 

A  true  Copy  taken  from  Dunstable  town  Book 

Pr.  Jor.at.han  Lund  Town  Clerk 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  held  at 
the  house  of  M'  Jonathan  French  On  the  24'*''  Day  of  Julv  1749  Law- 
fully Vi'arned  for  the  following  Purposes 

Extract  of  the  Votes 

Also  voted  To  hire  a  School  tor  Eight  months  &  that  three  months 
part  thereof  be  Improved  the  North  side  Nashua  River  In  tvvo  places. 
One  the  Most  Convenient  place  at  One  pine  Hill  A:  that  two  months  be 
Kept  In  the  niiddle  of  the  Inhabitants  Betv/een  Nashua  River  &  the 
Province  Line  >5C  that  the  Other  three  inonths  be  kept  the  One  half  at 
the  South  End  i;  One  half  at  the  North  End  to  be  Determined  bv  the 
Committee  to  be  Chosen  the  Most  Convenient  Places  for  that  Purpose 

Dunstable  April  y  2'  1757 

A  true  Coppy  taken  from  Dunstable  town  Book. 

Pr  Jonathan  Lund  Town  Clerk 

N.  B.  Y"  Petitioners  Live  at  a  place  called  One  pine  hill 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  Assembled 
on  Wednesday  the  30*''  Day  of  April  1746 

Extract  of  the  Votes  of  said   meeting 

Also  Voted  that  the  Inhabitants  that  by  the  Charter  Was  Incorporated 
With  this  Town  of  Dunstable  Who  Was  by  any  Other  Act  or  Law 
While  Under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Massachusetts  Government  Incor- 
porated With  any  Other  Town  or  Parish  &  have  Continued  to  Pay 
Rate-^  to  the  Respective  Ministers  of  tho-^e  Places  be  ^S:  hereby  are  Voted 
and  Excused  from  the  Tax  or  Rates  Due  to  M''  Swan  to  Co'mpleat  his 
Salary  Down  to  the  Last  Day  of  March  Last 
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Dunstable  April  y*  2'  1757 

A  true  Coppj  taken  from  Dunstable  town  Books 

Pr.  Jonathan  Lund  Town  Clerk 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  assembled 
according  to  Law  on  Monday  tlie  Second  Day  of  Marcii  1746-7 
Extract  of  the  Votes  of  Said  Meeting. 

Whereas  it  has  beer  proposed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  of 
Dunstable  at  Several  Town  'Meeting's  to  agree  upon  a  PlaceWhere  to 
Erect  a  Meeting  house  for  the  Public  Worship  of  God  In  this  Town  cc 
no  place  being  agreed  upon  a;  it  Being  Necessary  that  a  place  Should 
be  fixe;!  or  agreed  upon  for  Said  Use  lV  to  Prevent  the  Charge  of  a  Courts 
Committee  "in  Settling  the  Same  &  that  the  Same  May  be  Don  Just  ic 
Equal  it  is  Proposed  that  a  Committee  of  three  Judicious  nien^hereafte_r 
to  be  Named  be  chosen  (Belonging  to  some  Other  Town  or  Towns)  ^^: 
that  thev  be  fullv  Impowered  to  meet  &  agree  upon  or  fix  a  Certain  place 
for  Erectin'^  a  Sleeting  house  In  this  Town  of  Dunstable  .V  that  they 
View  the  Land  in  Settling  the  Same  cV  that  the  Said  Committee  or  the 
Maj^  Part  of  them  Certify  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Town  (^In_  Writing  by 
them  Signed)  the  Place  thev  Shall  agree  upon  or  fix  for  Said  use  ci;  that 
In  their^'ludgment  it  is  a  place  that  is  Just  ^:  Equal  cS:  Will  Best  acom- 
odate  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  of  "Dunstable  cV  the  Clerk  is  hereby 
Ordered  to  Record  the  Same  Which  Being  Done  shall  be  -i:  Remain  the 
Place  for  Building  a  Meeting  house  In  this  Town  for  the  use  aforesaid 
if  the  Land  Can  be  had  for  the  Same  ^^  that  the  Select  men  Desire  Said 
Committee  to  Meet  In  this  Town  ^S:  agree  upon  a  Place  as  aibrcsaid 
upon  the  Cost  ^;  Charge  of  this  Town — 

Voted  In  the  affirmative 

Dunstable  April  y  2  '  1757 

A  true  CoDpv  taken  from  Dunstable  town  Book 

Pr.  Jonathan  Lund  Town  Clerk 

Province  of  New  Hampshire 

We  the  Subscribers  Being  Chosen  a  Committee  By  the  Town  of  Dun- 
stable In  said  Province  at  their  Meeting  the  2''  Day  of  March  1746-7  to 
fix  &  agree  upon  a  place  to  Erect  a  house  for  the  Public  Worship  of 
God  In  Said  Dunstable  according  to  the  Directions  in  said  Vote  given 
us  havine  Viewed  the  Land  cV  hearing  all  Parties  fully  thereon  So  far 
as  thev  S"ee  Cause  have  fixed  c^  agreed  That  the  Place  for  Build-  the  said 
house'on  be  &  herebv  is  stated  (as  In  our  Judgments  most  Just  vS:  Rea- 
sonable to  be  all  Circumstances  Considered)  By  the  high  Way  on  the 
Easterlv  Side  thereof  about  four  Rods  from  said  \Vay  at  a  small  Pine 
Marked"  against  >P  Samuel  Whitings  New  field  (so  called)  Near  the 
Place  V.'here  the  Road  Comes  from  Phineas  Lunds. 
as  Witness  our  hands  thi^  23'  Day  of  May  1747 

Joseph  Fitch 
John  Chamberlain 
Robert  Fletcher 

A  true  Copy  Attes 

Jon^  Loveweli  Town  Clerk 
DunstableApril  y^  2'"'  1757  A  true  Coppy  taken  from  Dunstable  town 
Book  pr.  Jonathan  Lund  Town  Clerk 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dunstable  In  the 
Province  of  New  Ilamp"  Being  Regularly  Assembled  at  the  house  of  SP 
Thomas  Harwood  the-2r'  Dav  of- December  1753 

Then  Voted  the  Place  Whereon  to  set  up  a  house  for  Public  Worship 
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ov  I.,o'-(]=;  D-1V  be  al-  the  Crotch  of  t'ne  Roads  as  Near  as  Can  be  With 
Convenience  (Near  the  house  where  Jon  Loveweil  Now  Dwells)  X^oted 
that  the  old  Mijetiiv^  house  be  Took  Down  Moved  ^;  Set  upon  the  Phice 
this  night  Voted  for  that  Purpose  lv  that  the  Same  be  forthw-ith  Done 
&  that  the  Hon'-''"  Joseph  Bhinchard  Esq'-  Zacheus  Loveweil  Thornas 
Harwood  Joseph  French  John  Butterfield  Jonathan  Lund  Ephraim 
Adams  Jon-'  Loveweil  A:  ania^a  Parker  be  a  Committee  to  Etlect  the 
Same  Os;  that  the  Necessary  Charges  be  paid  by  this  Town 

Dunstable  April  y  2''  vr  1757 

a  true  Cop-"  taken  from  Duns*-able  town  Book 

Pr-  Jonathan  Lund  Town  Clerk 

Then  Voted  that  Joseph  Fitch  of  Bedford  Capt.  William  Laurance 
Esq"-  of  Groton  iN:  Cant.  John  Chamberlain  of  Souhegan  East  be  the 
Committee  to  settle  the  "Meeting  house  Place  as  afores'  i;  that  they 
make  Report  Within  three  Months 

Voted  that  Capt.  Rob'  Fletcher  be  Chosen  to  Serve  In  the  afores'^ 
Com"'"'  in  Ca-e  Either  fail 

Dunstable  April  :: '  1757 

A  Copy  Taken  from  Dunstable  To\.-n  Book 

[Here  follows  a  olan  of  Pine  Hill  on  the  west  part  of  Dunstable, 
which  is  om.itted.     Ed.1 


DURHAM. 


[This  town  was  originallv  part  of  Dover,  and  long  had  the  name  of 
Ovster-River.  It  was  incorporated  during  the  administration  of  Gov. 
Belcher,  15  May,  1732.     Ed.] 

Petition  for  Incorporation  as  a  Toxuti. 

To   the   Hon''-*=  John  Usher   Esq''   Lev'    Govern"'   Comand''    in 

Chief  of  his  Majes''  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  and  to  tbiC 

Hon-'''^  the  Councill. 

A\'ee  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Oyster  River  Humbly 
Petition  and  Pray 

That  wb.erea-.  his  }vIoste  Sacred  ^^lajesty  King  William  has 
been  pleased  tlu-ou,2;h  his  grace  and  fi\or  to  grant  unto  yo'^ 
Hon'  by  his  Royall  Commission  with  y"  Councill  full  Powers 
and  authorities  to  Erect  and  Establish  Towns  within  his  xvlajes- 
ties  Province  and  whereas  now  y""  Petitioners  have  by  divine 
pro\idence  settled  and  Inhabited  that  Part  in  this  his  Majes*^ 
Proviiice  Comonly  Called  Oyster  River  and  have  found  that  by 
the  scituation  of  th.e  place  as  to  Distance  from  Dover  or  Exe- 
ter bnrt  move  Especially  Dover  now  being  forced  to  wander 
throi!gh  the  Woods  to  y"'  place  to  meet  to  and  for  y*"  manage- 
ment of  oi;r  atfaires  are  much  Disadvantaged  for  y*"  Present  in 
our  Business  and  Estates  and  hindered  of  adding  a  Town  and 
People  for  th.e  Hon''  of  his  Majesty  in  the  Inlargement  and  In- 
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creab  of  his  Province  Wee  hiiaibly  Pupplicace  that  yo'  Hon" 
would  takeittto  yo'  Consideration  and  grant  that  we  may  have  a 
Township  confirmed  by  your  lionoui-s  which  we  hnmbi}-  ouor 
the  bound  Thereof  may  Extend  as  fol'.ov.-eth.  To  begin  at  the 
head  of  Rialls  his  cove  and  so  to  run  upoii  a  North  wcit  hne 
seven  Miles  and  from  thence  with  Dover  line  ParrelcU  untill 
we  meet  with  Exeter  line  t!iat  yo''  Hon^  would  be  pleaded  to 
Grant  this  Petition  whicli  ^vIll  not  only  be  a  great  beneiltt  Both 
to  the  Settlement  of  our  ^Linistrv  The  Popidatlon  of  the 
place  the  Ease  of  the  Subject  and  the  strengthening  and  ad- 
vantaging of  his  maiest~  Province  butt  an  Engagement  lor  yo"" 
Petitioners  Ever  to  pray  for  the  Safety  &  Increase  of  yo'  HonJ^ 
and  Pro-^perity 

John  Smith  George  Chesiey 

Josepii  Jones  William  Jackson 

Jame's  x  r.unker  Sen.  Jo-eph  Bunker 

joha  Williams  John  Woodman 

Thomas  Williams  Stephen  Jones 

William  Wiliyoums  .  .                  ?  Davis  x  mark 

Henery  Vines    ?  .  Samson  Doe 

Nathaiiiell  Meder  John  Doe 

John  Meder  Sener  Jeremiah  Cromen 

John  Meder  Jn  James  x  Dur^in  mark 

William  Faster  x  his  mark  V.'illioum  x  Durginn  ma  : 

James             X  hi»  mark  Elias  Critchett 

1-hilep  Dudy.  x  his  mark  Phillup  Cromel  -  mark 

Demcret  x  his  mark  John  Cromel 

Joseph  Jengens     x  his  mark  Jeremiah  Burnnum 

James  Bonker  x  his  mark  John  Smith 

James ?  Thomas  Bickford 

— —  ?  John  Meder 

Joseph  Meder  Francis  Mathes 

Joseph  Smith  Henry  Nock 

Edward  \Vakeham  John  Willy  x  mark 

Thomas  Wiile  Thomas  Edgerly 

Thomas  Cheslev  John  Edgerly 

Philip  Cheslev  sen  Edward  x  Lethers  his  mark 

Francis  Pittrnan  Henry  Ma<h 

Thomas  Chesley  Jr.  -      William  x  Durgin  his  mark 


Ecclesiastical  docmncnt  relating  to  Durham^  '^"i-Z' 

Rev' '  '  Hon.-  &  beloved. 

understanding  Col.  Davis  &  his  wife  are  ab'  to  Joyn  in  full 
com"  w'''  yo'  church  tliis  is  y-  by  virtue  of  y^  communion  of 
churches  to  enter  my  objection  ag;'  y"'  for  scandalous  crimes 
untill  their  publick  confession  &  reformation 

I  "^  crime  ag'^  him  is  his  hipocrisy  in  pretending  he  could 
not  w"'  our  chu-rch  on  ace"  of  Capt.  Jones  who  (as  he  said) 
had  taken  a  false  oath  ab'  Capt.  Hills  fand  at  y"^  falls  w"^  Jos 
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mender  p.l-o  when  he  C'  :!s:Jered  not  tlie  beran  in  his  own  eve 
relating  to  anotlicr  oaLli  he  himself  took  concerning  Wheel- 
wrights pond 

2'  crime  is  his  Sacrilegious  fraud  in  his  being  The  ringleader 
of  the  point  peoples  first  rase  of  mv  first  veavs  sallary  retain- 
ing 16  pound  thereof  now  almost  sixteen  years 

3 '  crime  is  his  Sacrilegious  covctousness  of  the  parsonage 
land  for  his  son  Daniel  acting  therebv  like  Ahab  coveting  & 
forceable  entry  upon  Xa.boths  \^ineyard 

4'''  his  late  wresting  ttic  Law  of  this  Province  in  his  partial 
Spite  ag''  his  own  legal  minister  for  so  innocently  playing  at 
nine  pins  at  a  house  noways  license  for  a  Tavern  ^'c  also  for  re- 
proaching t^  defaming  s'  minister  as  being  in  drink  or  dis- 
guised there'"'"^''  besides  Iris  the  s  •  Jas.  Davis  being  so  desper- 
ately &  notorious'v  wise  in  his  own  conceit  his  preten.iling  to 
have'so  much  rcli'^ious  discourse  in  ins  moatli  t^  yet  live  so 
long  (40  years')  in  hatred  unto  contennpt  of  &  star:d  neuter 
from  our  crucified  Saviour  Sc  his  honouring  his  sons  &  his 
wife  also  above  the  Lord  of  Heaven  bv  his  hearkeing  to  them 
more  &  rather  than  to  him   i  sam'  3  :  29 

in  the  second  place  ag'  her  the  s'  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

i"'  crim.e  is  her  railing  ag~'  tlie  s'  minister  publlckly  at  ttie 
church  meeting  in  the  meeting  house  by  saving  th^it  t'le  s' 
mi:fi;ter  t^Ii  a  lie  in  t!ie  pulpit  al)'  Soruiety  Thomas  Jcc 

2  crin.ie  is  her  profane  mockery  at  Christ's  ordinance  of  a 
church  meeting  for  discipline  by  her  saying  in  a  way  of  de- 
rision theres  going  to  be  another  caball  now  i  e  a  lif)rse  race- 
ing  from  caljallas  the  starey  constellation  or  else  a  secret  coun- 
cil for  some  mvsterv  of  iniquity 

3'  crime  is  her  being  disorderly  as  a  busy  body  at  every  one 
of  her  hu.sbands  Courts  to  be  his  advisor  or  intermedier  in  his 
passing  judg'-'"  in  any  case  as  if  he  sh''  regard  her  niore  than 
his  oat'.i  the  Law  or  evidence  if  these  criminals  will  have  these 
crimes  to  be  proved  at  any  church  meeting  to  hear  tlie  Same 
w'-'^  y'  reverend  pastor  Mr.  Jona  Cushing  mav  please  to  ap- 
point. Then  as  the  Hon'-'  "'  Col.  Richard  W^ildron  Esq.  is  one 
of  the  members  of  yo'  Cliurch  in  full  coniunion  &  a  chief  Jus- 
tice of  peace  for  the  Province  as  a  Subject  I  desire  but  as  an 
ambassad  for  Christ  I  demand  of  his  Hon"  aforesaid  a  blank 
sumons  &  notification  seasonably  as  a  complain'  to  sumons  ev- 
idence for  th.e  confirmation  of  y'  premises  as  witnesses  [two 
Hebrevy-  words]   (r)  Pastor. 

the  v.'oman's  4'"  crime  is  her  so  evidently  insnaring  her  son 
Thomas  into  so  many  denials  of  any  such  concern'-  w  --  Sobri- 
ety Thomas  in  all  that  Scandalous  business.  For  ^vhich  cnm 
multis  aliis  &c  as  baptized  Children  of  the  covenant  by  their 

■  (1)'  Thi3  \ra3  lui'lmbteiil.v  Tvttton  by  Rov.  Hugh  A'tama,  of  Durham.     S^e  Proy 
Pap.  \'ol.  IV.  a.n'1  \'.,  '•Adiiins."    \'.\>.  ' 
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prop''  iriinlslcr  they  arc  both  of  y''  laid  umler  y"  Censure  of  his 
pastoml  rejection  as  unbaptized  heatlien  man  &  woman  as  War- 
ranted by  the  law  of  christ  in  Titus  3:10  i  Tim  '  i  :  20  Titus 
3  :  15  iVlath  16  :  19  Mai  2:71  Sam'  15  :  23  Math  3  :  10.  Acts 
S  :  13  :  21  ;  23  untill  thir  publick  Confession  &  amendm^  of  life 
— concernin;^  whom  therefore  I  must  suppose  in  charity  for 
yo''  cliurch  by  the  receiving  such  among  you  w'  not  dare  to 
transgresse  these  written  orders  in  the  Apostolick  Law  of  Christ 
I  Cor.  S'  ^^  ^  Sundry  other  Scriptures. 


Petition  of  sundry  aggrieved  inhabltarits  of  Oyster  River. 
To  the  IPonorable  John  Wintworth  Esq''*  Lieu-  Gove  nor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  I'lis  ]Maj'''"  Province  of 
New  FLim.;)bhire  in  New  Engh^nd  and  to  the  Honorable  his 
^lajos'"  Counciel  and  Representatives  for  said  province. 
The  Humble  Petition  of  Sundry  aggreved  Inhabitance  of 
the  parish  of  Oyster  River  !Most  hunibly  Shevveth  AVhcreas 
w'e  the  Subscribers  In  Habitance  of  said  parish  ILive  aliways 
been  Con-tant  hearers  and  Paid  our  Rats  to  the  Minister  "of 
said  Parish  as  by  the  Rait  List  of  assessment  Will  make  ap- 
pear and  Likewise  Sundry  of  us  ha\"e  Been  at  a  Consederabel 
Charge  in  Bulding  a  ISIeating  Plouse  in  said  parish  it  being 
Xier  and  more  Conrenent  for  us  to  attend  upon  the  Publick 
Worship  of  God  at  Oyster  River  Meeting  House  then  at  Co- 
checho  Meeting  House  which  is  a  great  way  further  for  us  to 
go  tho  Never  tlie  Less  as  we  understand  w-e  are  iti  Danger  of 
Being  Excluded  from  our  said  Priviledges  by  such  an  Unequal 
Line  of  Boundary  between  the  parish  of  Oyster  River  and  Co- 
checho  which  if  being  so  stated  will  be  Greatly  to  the  Damage 
of  yo''  Petitionors. 

We  do  therefore  Humbly  Crave  Liberty  of  the  Alore  ^Liture 
and  Superi'jr  Judgment  of  your  lionours  in  the  General  As- 
sembly praying  yor  honours  to  take  it  in  Consideration  that 
there  may  be  a  more  Equael  Line  of  Bound'ry  Set  so  that  yo" 
aggrieved  petitionars  may  not  be  under  such  Grat  hard  ships. 
and  }or  petitioners  shall  ever  pray, 

Joseph  Joxes  in  behalf  of  the 
Rest  who.-e  names  are  to  be  yiven  in 
Joseph  Daniel  Zachraii  Ed^eley 

William  Broun  William  Glines 

Tames  Jackson  Samuel  Daves 

Thomas  Lethers  Joseph  Hiks 

John  Tasker  James  Busell 

Samuel  Ch:;sie_v  Morres  Fouller 

Joshua  Chr.^Iey  John  Busell 
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Joseph  Parkins  Eli  Demorett 

Thomas  IJickford  WilHann  Demerett 

Ralph  Horll  John  Demerett 

Samuall  Parkins  John  Huckins 

Joseph  Jones  Jun''  Job  Demerett 

Ber.j.  Jones  Derry  Pitman 

John  Jones  Thoma*;  Willey  Jun. 

John  Rand  Joseph  Daniel  the  third 

John  Remi'is  Xoel  Cro?e 

Timothy  Moses  John  Daniel 

Thomas ?  Benjamin  Evens 

Samuel  Ch.e->Ie  Harvey  Buswell 

John  Allan  William  Buswell 
Dec.  10,  17:^9. 


Pciltioii  of  Fra)icls  jFathes  and  others  for  a  nczv  parish   in 

Durham. 
To  His  Excellency  Jo!uUha:i  Belcher  Esq''  Governor  and  Com- 
mander In  Chief  in  &  over  His  ^Slajcotv's  Province  of  Xew 
Harapshire'in  Xev/  England,  tb.e  Hon''' '^  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil and  Hotise  oi  Representatives  iox  said  Province  In  Gen- 
eral Court  Convened  Janv.  31 "  1739 

The  Petition  of  Sundry  oi  the  Inlv.ihitants  oi  the  Town  of 
Dtirham  in  Said  Province  Humblv  Slu-v/s, 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Said  Tov/n  are  divided  Into  two 
parties  Respecting  their  Ecclesiastical  adairs,  the  One  such  as 
adhere  to  the  Reverend  M-  Hugh  Adams  the  late  ^Minister  of 
the  Said  Town  &  who  Continues  so  to  the  said  partv.  the  other 
(who  are  much  the  Greater)  are  such  as  have  Oppos'd  his 
Standing  in  that  Relatioii  to  them,  ic  still  Co'itinue  so  to  do. 
That  notwithstanding  it  was  the  opini^)n  i^  Result  of  the  late 
Ecclesiastical  Council  held  tb.ere  that  it  woiild  not  be  Expedi- 
ent for  him  to  be  any  Longer  the  Minister  oi  the  said  Town 
yet  considering  his  f^irmer  Services  his  advanced  vears  and  the 
unhappy  Circiunstances  of  himself  cJ  F amilv  thev  Earnestly 
Recomniendod  and  press'd  it  upon  the  said  Inhabitants  that 
they  should  Liberally  make  Provision  for  his  vSupport  during 
the  Stay  of  himxself  c^  Family  among  them — which  is  what 
wotdd  be  highly  agreeable  to  vour  Petitioners 

That  altho  Several  propositions  have  been  made  touching 
that  matter  yet  nothing  has  been  agreed  on  nor  anv  care  taken 
to  Secure  the  performance  thereof  in  the  manner  Recommended 
as  aforesaid. 

That  your  Petitioners  apprehend  it  v.-ould  be  a  great  Inde- 
cency it  he  wb,o  v.as  once  &  so  long  the  Minister  of  the  said 
Town  should  have  no  other  provision  made  for  his  Support 
than  wluit  t'le  Lav.-  Pro\-ide5  for  one   of  tb.e  noor  of  the  Town 
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nnd  th;>,'c  he   s-houlcl   be  Reduced  to  a  Xecessity  of  Depending 
upon  such  a  Subsistence 

That  vour  Petitioners  are  desirous  Still  to  Sit  ur.der  his^Iin- 
istry  CA\d  are  \viiiing  to  support  him  &  his  Family  Suitable  to 
his  character  cS:  Station  anioncj  them,  and  conceive  that  his 
being  Comrbrtably  Supported  would  have  a  good  Tendency  & 
be  the  ]\Ieans  of  making  peace  in  the  Town  (respecting  Eccle- 
siastical matters)  and  would  keep  all  parties  quiet  c^  Easy. 
But  your  Petitioners  however  willing  are  notof  ability  to  atibrd 
such  Support  while  thcv  are  Subject  to  &.  pay  towards  the 
Maintenance  of  another  Minister,  in  ihe  Town. 

Wherefore  they  most  Humblv  pray  that  they  with  Such  oth- 
ers of  the  Said  Town  as  will  associate  with  them  (not  Exceed- 
ing the  one  half)  mav  be  Exempted  from  paying  toward  the 
Support  of  anv  other  Minister  li  -day  be  discharged  from  all 
charge?  of  that  nature  laid  on  tnjni  by  Law  by  their  Oppo- 
nents from  the  time  of  t!ie  aforesaid  Result  and  may  be  Incor- 
porated as  a  Parish  during  the  i.ife  of  the  Said  M'  Adams  in 
order  to  Jvlaintain  lum  .5-;  iiis  Family  &  t'-*  Er.joy  the  Denefit  of 
his  ]\rinistrv. 

Or  that  the  Town  in  General  may  be  Obliged  to  afford  him 
a  Comforrablc  Subsistence  during  his  abode  tliere  Or  that  Such 
other  2\Icthod  mav  be  pursu'd  as  this  Hon  '"■'  Court  in  their  Great 
Wisdom  Jc  goodness  Shall  think  proper  for  the  peace  of  the 
Town  .S:  tiie  Ease  of  that  aged  Gentleman — and  your  petition- 
ers as  In  duty  bound  Shall  e\-er  pray  &c. 

Francis  ilathes  Towerthev  Dargain 

Thomas  F"oocraan  Joshua  Durirain 

Thomas  Drew  Hazekiah  >Iarsh 

Joseph  V.'heeler  Joseph  Duda 

Wiliirim  Lord  Joseph  Duda  Jun. 

John  Ed'^eriv  Benmor  Dnda 

Stevephen  ^V'ille  John  Cromut 

Jo-eph  Stevenson  Phillip  Cromut 

John  Footman  David  Davis 

Josepli  Footman  ■'  Jacob  Tash 

Benjamin  Pender  Isacc  Ma^>on 

Tohri  Durgen  Nathanael  Watson 

Benjamin  Durgen  Nathaniel  Frost 

Benjaniin  Pinder  Junr.  '  John  Sm.art 

Frances  Durgen  John  Mason 

Joseph  Drew  Benjamia  Burdet 

John  Kant  Pumfret  W'hitehouse 

Moses  Edo-erlv  Vallitin  Hill 

John  Kant  Junr.  Sam"  Adams 

John  Drewe  Sam'  Willey 

Benjamin  Benet  Jo-eph  Bicktbrd 

James  Durgain  ban.  Abraham  Banr.eck 

William  Durgain  Benjamin  Banneck 

James  Durgain  Jonathan  Durgain 

Will--'  Durgain  Jun.  William  Wormwood 

Jor^eph  Durgain  Jo-eph  Ed^^erly 
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i 

Tho-ni-  B'cktbrJ                                    Willi,ina  Acciison  i 

Abrahn.m  Srevnson                                Joseph  Edgly  < 

John  Bicktbrd  \ 

February-  t'r.^  15"'  i73r;-40.     In  the  house  of  Representatives.  \ 

The  -vvithin  Petition  read  and  Voted  the  Petition  be  di^miysed.  \ 

James  JetTrj  Cler.  Ass"^  | 

In  Conn'  f-eb  21'"  T739-40  ' 

Read  and  tlie  Qv:esuon  put  whetlier  the   Council  Concurr'd  with  the 
representative-j  vote. 

four  voted  vea  .V  four  nav  w'*-  were  all  that  were  present. 

R.  Waldron  Sec^ 


Durham  July  y"  24"''^  ^740 
A  list  of  Xan-.e- of  a!!  the  Soldiery  tliat  I-.   undjr  my  Comand  from 
Sixteen  years  old  and  upward  as  the  Law  Directs. 

t  John  Smith  Jun''  Capt" 

Sargt  Thomas  Stevenson  Robert  Burnham  Jun. 

Sarg  Samuel  \\'i!ley  John  Burnham  Jun. 

Sargjohn  Crummet  Richard  Dimmore 

Sarg  John  Edi(erly  Benja  Davis 

Cor.  Josepii  \S'orniwood  Jabez  Davis 

Cor  Joseph  Davis  Jeremiah  Davis 

Cor.  Joseph  Ed^erly  Solomon  Davis 

Cor.  John  Durgain  Ebenezer  Davis 

John  J-'ootman  Samuel  ^^eeder 

Joseph  Fortm.an  James  Burnham 

Samuel  Smitii  Ichbcd  Denmore 

Benja.  vSmith  Joseph  Bickford 

Joseph  Chasly  John  Lan^j;\y 

Ebenezer  Smith  Jobe  Langley 

Beni' Pender  Hezekiah  Marsh 

Francis  Durgain.  Willm  Willey 

Eliphaler  Daniel  John  Ma'-oa 

Reuben  Daniel  Daniel  Doo 

John  Kent  John  Doo 

Jo'm  Kent  Jun.  Joseph  Doo 

Abraham  >iirhew3  Benja  Doo 

John  Drew  Will"  Wormwood  Jun. 

Elijah  Drew  WiH'''Jncks 

Tho  Bickford  Joshua  Crumet 

Robert  Kent  Abrahain  Bennet  Jun. 

Tho.  Langlev  James  Durgain  Jun. 

William  Lord  Will "  Durgain 

Stephen  Willey  Phillip  Crommet 

Benja  Mathews  Benja  Bennet 

Noliniin  Mat'iev.-s  Isac  Mason 

Abrnliam  Mathews  Jun  David  Davis 

Joseph.  Stevenson  Samuel  Joy 

Abraham  Stevenson  Joshua  l3avis 

Caleb  Wakham  Joseph  Dudy 

Francis  Footm.an  Joseph  Dudy  Jun. 

Daniel  Davis  Beninore  Dudy 

Tho  Fo'-tman  Jun.  Tho  Willey 

John  Genikins  Theodor  Willey 

Benja  Ger.ikins  James  Smith 
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Joseph  Snjith  Jc^hua  Woddman 

Tho  \nrke  Ju"''  Cittrliot 

Samuel  Watson  John  Willey 

Joseph  Gleden  James  Buvniiain  Jun 

A  true  Coppy  of  the  List  Rool  taken  y*  La^t  Training  Day  and  Cop- 
pyed  out  July  _v^  29'-  1740     Total  86 

Joseph  Drew  Clerk 


Daniel  Mead  67^  s  Pet  it  inn,  Peb.  11,  1743. 
To  His  Excellency  Beniiing  Wentworth  Esq"  Govenor&  Com- 
mander In  Chief"  in   &   over  his  Majesty's   Province  of  New 
Hampshire   the   Hon    '    His  jNIajestys  Council   &    House  of 
Representatives  in  Genera!  Assembly  Coiu'enedthe  ii   ■  Day 
of  Feb    I  "44-=; 

The  Hunit/Ie  Feticion  of  Daniel  Meader  of  Durham  in  the 
Province  oi  New  Hampshire  in  behalf  of  himself  &  the  People 
called  Qiiakers  Inhabitants  of  Durham  afores-  ■  Shev/s 

That  your  Petition  was  Chosen  Constable  of  the  Said  Town 
at  their  annual  ^Meeting;  in  March  1743  for  that  year  &  at  the 
same  time  One  Isaac  Clarke  was  chosen  a  Constable  or  Col- 
lector of  i:ue  Mirdsier  Rate  (.hereby  Intending  to  Exonerate  the 
Constable  of  the  Town  (properly  so  called)  frum  that  service. 

That  since  that  Choice  IM  Hu^^h  Adain^  has  Recovered  a 
[udgmert  ;ig  v  s  T'own  at  the  Court  of  Appc.ui,  fjr  a  consid- 
erable sum  of  Money  w  '  the  Town  was  obliged  to  Raise,  a 
Meeting  was  called  oC  a  vote  was  past  for  Raising  a  sum  of 
Money  but  P2xpres'd  in  a  Covert  disguised  manner  purposely 
concealing  the  use  &  design  towhich  it  was  to  be  applied  wdth 
an  Intent  as  your  Petitioner  Conceives  both  to  oblige  him  to 
Collect  it  cc  the  Quakers  to  pay  a  part  of  ii  ^vho  are  Exempted 
by  lavv  from  pa\ing  anv  part  of  money  Raised  to  the  use  for 
w  "  this  was  Realiv  designed — And  pursuant  hereto  a  list  of 
Rates  was  made  wherein  all  Denominations  were  taxed  to- 
wards tiie  sum  voted  as  aforesaid  &  artiilce  &  contrivance  used 
to  get  it  inttj  the  hands  of  yuur  Petitioner  &  to  oblige  him  to 
Collect  the  monev. 

That  as  the  Laws  of  the  Province  do  not  oblige  any  man  or 
men  to  pay  towards  the  Support  of  any  way  of  Worship  but 
that  v/hich  he  or  they  attend  much  less  will  they  Compel  any 
man  to  Collect  money  tor  the  Support  of  that  mode  of  worship 
from  which  he  diasents  and  the  money  atljudged  to  M  Adams 
aforesaid  &  which  has  been  Collected"  (with  other  money)  and 
since  paid  to  him  Comes  v/ithin  the  meaning  of  the  Province 
Laws  granting  Liberty  of  Conscience  &  other  Privileges  re- 
specting Religious  worship  as  any  sum  to  be  raised  for  any 
ministers  yearly  Salary. 
16 
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Wherefore  y'  Petition'  Humbly  prays  tli;it  as  the  Quakers 
have  not  yet  paid  the  part  of  said  Rates  which  they  were  as- 
sessed 'liey  n-iay  bo  Exempted  &  discharged  from  paying  the 
same  and  he  Exonerated  from  the  burthen  of  mal<ing  such  Col- 
lection And  farther  as  your  Petioner  conceives  the  Collecting 
any  part  of  Said  Rates  was  an  unjust  Imposition  on  him  he 
Prays  that  he  may  be  paid  by  the  Said  Town  a  Quantum 
Meruit  for  tliat  Service  and  he  will  as  in  Duty  bound  Ever  pray 
Slc 

Daniel  Mkdek. 


Petition  cf  'Joseph   Thomas  and  other  inhabitants  of  Dur- 
ham. 
To  the  Hon''*  the  House  of  Represep.tatives  for   the   Province 

of  New  Hampshire   in   General   Assembly  Convened  Not^ 

1755- 

Humbly  Shows.  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Durham  in  Said  Province  That  they  apprehend  themselves  ag- 
grieved By  the  Return  made  by  two  of  the  Select  men  of  Said 
Town  of  ihe  Person  said  to  be  Chosen  to  Represent  the  Said 
Tov/n  in  the  Last  Election  for  That  they  Conceive  upon  a  fair 
Examination  of  the  Facts  Relative  thereto,  it  will  be  found 
That  Joseph  Thomas  their  Late  Representative  was  really  the 
Person  Legally  chosen  &  Ought  to  have  been  so  Retiirned. 

That  the  true  State  of  the  Case  is  thus,  upon  Reading  Si 
Counting  the  Written  Votes  put  in  it  appeared  that  Lieuf 
Stephen  Jones  had  one  more  Vote  than  Said  Thomas  upon 
whirh  there  appeared  a  Sufficient  Number  (who  being  Doubt- 
ful whether  it  could  be  so  upon  a  fair  Examination)  Desired  a 
Poll  to  Put  the  m.atter  beyond  Dispute  which  was  accordingly 
Granted  the  Event  of  v/hich  was  that  there  were  thirty  nine 
Polls  in  fav-wur  of  said  Thomas  &  th.ircy  two  Polls  in  favour  of 
said  Jones — whereupon  the^Ioderator  Declared  the  said  Thomas 
the  Person  Elected  &  Directed  the  Clerk  to  make  the  Entry 
accordingly — Yet  so  it  is  that  the  said  Jones  is  Returned  as  the 
Person  Elected  &  said  to  be  Notified  to  attend  accordingly  all 
which  upon  an  Impartial  Inquiry  will  Turn  out  as  your  Peti- 
tion"' apprehend  to  be  a  ]Misrepresent:ition  &  a  bold  Infringe- 
ment upon  the  Rights  &  Libertys  of  the  Electors  &  worthy-^of 
Inquiry  &  Exami  •  wherefore  your  Petitioners  Humbly  prar 
the  Pretnises  may  be  taken  under  Conside'ation  by  this  Hon'-'* 
House  Si  Such  a  Resolution  form'd  thereupon  as  shall  be  found 
upon  Examina-  to  be  agreeable  to  the    Truth   of  the   Different 
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facts  k  aiiei;al!ons  PruCliiccJ  &  made  by  the    Dirfeient   Failieft 
Concern'd  and  your  Petition '■'  Shall  Pray  &c. 

joS  TflOMAS 

Empiialkt  Danikl 
Jonathan  DiruGAiN 
Benj  Jenkins 


Petition  for  a  highway. 

Province  of"! 
Kew  Hamp.  j 

To  his,  Excellency  John  Wentvvorth  Esq'  Captain  General  and 
Governour  in  chief  in  and  over  his  2\Iajest'  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  &  To  the  Honourable  his  Majesty'  Councill  & 
House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Convened  This 
Eleventh  Day  of  February  A.  D.  ijoS 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  being  Inhabitants  and 
PVeeholJers  of  Durham,  Newmarket  and  Towns  adjacent 
Most  Humbly  Shev/eth  That  at  his  Majesty's  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  peace  begim  k  held  at  Portsmouth  within  and 
for  the  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire  on  the  tirst  Tuesdaj 
of  Septemlier  last,  Your  Petitioners  humbly  Petitioned  said 
Court  of  Sessions  for  a  *'  High  way  of  two  Rods  wide  to  be  laid 
out  from  the  Bridge  at  Lan^prele  River  To  the  Road  leading 
from  Durham  Point  to  Durham  Falls  in  The  following  manner 
viz.  beginning  at  the  County  Road  at  said  Lamprele  River  near 
Joseph'^Hams'  Dwelling  House  &  to  Run  as  the  Path  novr 
Runs  through  lands  of  Walter  Bryant  Esq' and  Abraham  Ben- 
nett To  lands  of  Samuel  Smith  at'the  Gate  at  the  Plead  of  said 
Smiths  Pasture  from  thence  running  between  said  Smith  & 
Bennitts  Land  to  the  atbres'  path  at  the  Head  of  said  Smiths 
lane  and  Down  said  Smiths  Lane  To  the  End  thereof.  Thence 
running  bet^veen  said  Smith  &  Bennitts  land  &  Through  Said 
Sniiths'^hmd  as  The  path  now  goes  To  Lands  of  Joseph  Chesle 
Thence  Through  the  Several  Lands  of  Said  Chesley  The  heirs 
of  Ebenezer  Smith  Esq"  Deceased  and  John  Smith  to  lands  of 
Thomas  Stevenson  &  through  said  Stevensons  land  between 
his  House  &  Barn  To  lands  of  Joseph  Footman  &  through  said 
Footmans  Land  to  lands  of  Dependance  Bickford  &  John  Dur- 
gin  and  through  said  Bickford  &'Durgins  land  To  &  through 
Lands  belonging  To  the  said  Heirs  of  Ebenezer  Smith  To 
Mathes*  Creek  "(so  called)  near  the  Mill  and  over  tlie  said 
Creek  between  lands  of  the  Honourable  Peter  Levins  Esq' and 
John  Kent  To  Lauds  in  possession  of  John  &  Joseph.  Drew 
Thence  running  between  said  Levius  8c  Drews  Land  To  a 
Road  Leadi'i'--  from  Du'haiTi  Point  to   Lamprele  River"— and 
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.at  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  hohien  at  said  Portsmouth  in 
December  last  The  Fetitionerb'  praved  for  a  Committee  To 
view  the  Se\eral  Lands  Through  "v,-i>ich  said  Road  was  In- 
tended to  be  laid  out  and  To  Rep(n-t  To  the  said  Court  of  Ses- 
sions Thereon  but  the  Court  refused  To  send  a  Committee  or 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petitioner  and  accordingly  the 
Petition  was  Dismissed  by  means  whereof  your  Petitioners  arc 
much  aggrieved  as  the  said  Way  if  laid  out  would  much  Com- 
mode your  Petitioners  as  well  as  his  Majestvs  Subjects  in  o-en- 
eral.  Wherefore  your  said  Petitioners  Most  humblv  pray1:hat 
your  Excellency  &  Honours  would  Take  The  ma'tter  under 
your  Cousideratiun  ^-  Cause  the  said  place  to  be  viewed  &  if 
the  said  way  should  appear  to  be  necessarv  &  Convenient  Then 
To  order  the  Said  Way  to  be  laid  out  and"  opened  in  such  way 
&  manner  as  your  Exceller.cy  -And  Ilcuiours  shall  in  your  great 
wisdom  Think  rit  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  will 
Ever  prav 

Feb.  II  ■    1765. 

David  Davis  James  Cram 

Moses  Edgerly  Jr.  Tho'  Stevenson 

TruworthyD-j'-c.in  Jun  Joseph  Drew 

Stephen  Wilie  Jun  John  Drew 

Nath'  Konor,  Joseph  V/orniwood  Jr. 

Geor:;e  Bickford  Dep.  Bi-kford 

V'olentip.e  Mathes  Francis  Mathes 

John  Mead  John  Ed'^^erlv 

Ede  Hall  Bergin  John  Smith  '' 

Zebulon  Doe  Jun.  Geor^^e  Tuttel 

Jonathan  Doe  TiinAfurrav 

Edward  Smith  John  Mundro 

Bradstreet  Doe 

Province  of  "1  In  the  Mou.^e  ot"  Representatives  Feb  rS'-'   176S 
New  Hanip.  ,'      Tlie  within  Petition  bein;:^  Read 

Voted  That  the  Pctitior.ers  be  heard  on  this  Petition  the  third  Day 
of  the  Siting  ot  the  General  Assembly  next  after  the  tenth  Dav  of 
March  next  and  that  they  at  their  own  Cost  Serve  the  Selectme'a  of 
Durham  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petit'on  and  Order  of  Court  that  they 
May  Sliew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  thereof  -houid  not  be  Granted 

M.  Vv'eare  Clr. 
In  Council  Feb    19''  1768 

Read  &  concurr'd 

Geo.  King  Dep.  Sec' 
Province  of  I  In  the  IIou.se  of  Representatives  March  15-'  1768 
New  Hamp.  ,  The  Parties  being  heard  on  this   Petition  and  the  matter 
Considered — 

Voted  That  Andrew  Wiggjn  Esq''  Capi.  Eliphelet  Merrill  and  Capt. 
Ei'ekiel  Worthen  be  a  Committee  to  View  the  Road  Petitioned  for  to 
hear  what  any  Persons  Concernd  may  oiler  and  make  Report  to  the 
Genera!  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be.  The  Cost  of  the  Committee  to 
be  Pa'.d  by  the  Petitioners 

M.  Weare  CI' 
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Frow.ice        1  At  a  Towa  mooting  of  the  Free  holdor.^  other  I-ihab-; 
of  New  Hamp.  ,'  itants  of  Durham  held  at  the  Mcet.n,^  House  in  s    bur-, 
ham  on  Mondav  the  7'^  day  of  March  176S  at  3  o  clock- 
P.  M. 
Voted  that  Cant.  Thomas  Cheslev  shall  be  an  a-ent  in  behalf  of  the 
Town  to  answer  to  a  Petition  si-ned  by  Thomas  Steven.on  \' others, 
Directed  to  the  Governor.  Council   and  representatives  ot  s'    1  rovmce 
requestin^^a  Hi^-h  Wav  To  be   laid  out  from  the  Bridtie  at  Larnpereel 
River  To  "the  Road  leadin-  from  Durham  Point  to  Durham  fails.     And 
to  shew  cause  whv  the  Priver  of  s^  Petition  should  not  bo  ^'ranted. 
\  True  Copy—  '      Attest  John  Smith  S.  Cler  pro  tempore 


EPPING. 

[Epping  was  incorporated  i:  ?^ebruary.  1741.      Ed.] 

Petition  of  the    Inhabitiiiti  of  Epping  for   men    to  protect 

thcfn. 
To  His  Exoollencv  Ben;uu;>;  Wentworth  £>q'  Governotir  iV.vJ 
roir.mnnder  in'Ch'ct"  i-i  ^xnd  over  his  Majesties  Province  ot 
New  H;imn>liire  ai  d  the  Hon  His  Majesties  Coviuci I  and 
House  v'i  Representatives  for  said  Province  in  General  As- 
sembU  Convened 

Humbly  Shevveth  the  Freeiioldersand  Inhabitants  of  iippiag 
in  s'  Province  that  vour  Petitioners  are  Sensible  ot  tiio  ^veak 
and  Defenceless  Sta\e  of  the  Town  of  Xottingham  which  Lies 
on  our  Border— That  t!ie  Indiahitants  there  Seem  wry  rnv.ch 
D'^courao-eil  Insomuch  that  Some  are  Removed  and  otuvrsare 
about  Rernovin-  our  of  To^va.  Tiial  if  that  Sel tlemei-it  ^h^ndd 
Break  up  this  Parish  witli  Part  of  Xew  ^vlarket  :uk1  Durham 
^v511  become  Frontiers  which  we  of  ourselves  Shall  not  we  tear 
he  able  to  Defend  and  tlie  Enemy  who  will  be  much,  liicour- 
aged  will  have  near  access  to  the  very  Bowells  of  tiic  Province 
which  may  Possiblv  have  verv  Fatal  Consequences. 

We  Do'therefore  bv  these  Presents  Humbly  Request  your 
Excellcncv  and  H  .nours  to  take  the  Premises  wit'n  other  Rea- 
sons that  may  occur  iiUo  your  wise  Consideration  and  d  it  ap- 
pear Proper  inake  Provi'sion  tV.r  and  send  to  said  1  own  of 
Nottingharn  to  be  Keot  there  for  their  Safeguard  and  Dei  jiice — 
Sucli  a'^number  of  Men  as  mav  be  needfuil  tbr  tluit  Pi:rp,>se 
and  as  that  Town  is  ver\  mucirExposed  we  Humbly  Presume 
that  a  much  Larger  number  will  be  necessary  for  that  End  than 
ha«  been  allowed  them  in  years  Past,  and  as  the  Common  Road 
between  Red  Oak  Hil'  S'.'cal!-i  and  Nottingham  is  very  Dan- 
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gcrous  to  Fa-iS  v.e  V/ouul  Requc!^t  that  a  Siiiail  ^cout  of  Men 
ilay  be  sent  to  the  named  Garesonon  Pantuckaway  road  to  scout 
from  thence  to  Sanbonis  Garrison  when  not  wanted  for  that  to 
Guard  the  People  at  s '  Garrisons  May  it  Pleas  Your  Excel- 
lency and  Honours  it  appears  to  us  that  our  Safety  in  a  Great 
Measure  Depends  upon  the  Safety  of  Nottingluim  which  we 
Hope  you  will  En'ectually  Provide  for  and  we  shall  Esteem  it 
as  an  Instance  of  your  Paternal  Care  not  only  of  Nottingham 
but  of  your  Petitioners  aiso  who  as  in  Duty  Bound  bhall  Etct 
Pray  <S.c. 

Edward  Stevens  James  Whidden 

Jonathan  Foulsom  Joseph  Emerjr 

Benjamiii  Rawling*  Joseph  Cass 

David  Pag^e  Ezekiel  Brown 

Richard  Samborn  Abraham  Folsom 

Kathan  Samborr.  Jonathan  Smith 

Jonathan  Keesev  Jonathan  Rundlet 

Joseph  Gcodhue  Eleazer  Elkins 

Onisipherous  Page  Jeremiah  Elkins 

Joseph  Edgerly  Is'rel  B'ak 

John  Elkins     '  Joseph  Biak 

Daniel  Elkins  Jcdiab.  Blake 

Samuel  Elkins  Jertmiah  Prescot 

Robert  Minkson  John  Pre-cut 

John  Ilinkson  William  Eaton 

John  Dudley  Jorr.tb.an  Glideii 

Moses  Hoyt  Joseph  Noris 

James  Chase  Mojes  Noris 

Jacob  Freese  John  Noris 

Elias  Smith  John  Manten 

Jer^^miah  Prescut  Daniel  Manten 

Vv'illiam  Prescut  Ebenezer  Manten 

Abraham  Brown  Caleb  Gillman 


ohn  Rowell  Israel  Gillman 

ohn  Pai^e  John  Morison 


Eppln<;  March  5"'"  1747 

In  Council  March  8-''  1747 

read  Ik  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  y*  Hun''  •  House 

'rheo"^  Atkinson  Sec' 


EPSOxM. 

[This  town  was  incorporated  iS  May,  17^7.      Ed.] 


An  Act  ta  invest  Proprietors  of  Epsom ^  -vith  toxi'n  rights^  <£c. 

Anno  Regni  Reikis  Geor-^ii  Secundi   Magnte  Britannise    Francis  &  Hi- 
bernije  Decimo  Septimo. 
An  Act  to  invest  the   Propr'^jtors  ot  the  Town.^hip  of  Epsome  with 
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the  Powers  oc  Piivi'.egcs  of  an>  othei-  Proprietors  of  I'ovvnships  in  this 
Province. 

Whereas  the  said  Proprietors  have  Represented  tliat  they  were  not 
Enabled  to  proceed  in  the  Settlement  of  their  Township  so  Effectuallj 
as  thej  might  do  for  want  of  sufficient  powers  and  authorities  of  Law 
to  Enforce  ^:  Expedite  the  payment  ot  such  Sums  of  Money  as  should 
be  agreed  ^V  voted  by  tlie  said  Proprietors  to  be  Rai.M.-d  for  the  promot- 
ing 3<:  Carr}in'4  on  tlie  Settlement  aforesaid — And  as  the  making  such 
Settlements  are  of  General  Benefit  to  the  Province  as  well  as  for  the 
Interest  of  the  Particular  Proprietors 

Be  it  therefore  Enacted  by  His  Excellency  Govern'  Council  &  Rep- 
resentativei  in  General  Assembly  Convened  iS:  by  the  authority  of  the 
•ame  That  the  said  Proprietors  of  the  Said  Township  of  Epsome  shall 
be  Sc  herebv  are  In\'ested  with  all  tb.o  Powers  Authorities  &  Privileges 
given  by  Lav.-  to  the  Proprietors  of  any  Town  ship  within  this  Province 
Respecting  the  voting  Assessing  Raising  ^:  Collectin.g  or  Levying  any 
Sum*  or  Sun:-  of  Money  that  have  been  or  shall  be  agreed  upon  5c  voted 
by  the  Maiontv  of  the  said  Proprietors  at  any  Legal  meeting  for  defray- 
ing thechari^e  of  the  Gospel  ^Iinistry  in  the  s'  Township  and  tor  the 
future  may  Lawfully  use  iSt  Exercise  the  sam.e  Powers.  Authorities  & 
privileges  in  all  other  respects  as  occasion  shall  serve  as  fully  ii  amply 
to  all  Intents  iN:  purposes  whatsoever  as  the  Proprietors  of  any  Town- 
ship in  this  Province  &  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been 
herein  particularly  m.entioned  and  in  Like  manner  may  proceed  to  call 
or  notify  any  future  meeting  of  the  said  Proprietors  a:  to  order  Govern 
&  manage  tiieir  proceedings  i:  atiairs  at  such  meeting  This  act  to  Con- 
tinue tz  be  in  force  for  the  Space  of  five  Years  ^  no  Longer. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  apr  18'"  i74-f- 

The  above  Liil  Read  three  times  cV  past  to  be  Enacted 

And'  Wiggin  Speaiter 


Petition  of  yohn    Weeks. 

Province  of  1 
New  Hamp  \ 

To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentwortii  Esq'  Governor  and 
Commanuer  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire,  The  Honorable  His  ^L^jestys  Councill  and 
House  of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  Convened 
the  Third  day  of  March  1761 

The  Petition  of  John  Weeks  of  Hainpton  in  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  Esq''  in  behalf  of  and  as  agent  for  the  Propri- 
etors of  Epsom  in  said  Province  Most  humbly  sheweth  That 
a  Considerable  part  of  the  land  in  Said  Epsome  is  owned  by 
Noh  Residents.  That  there  is  no  law  in  this  Province  whereby 
Proprietors  of  Common  and  undivided  lands  can  raise  Money 
by  Taxes  and  Cause  the  same  to  be  Collected.  That  the  In- 
habitants of  said  Epsom  are  unable  to  build  a  meeting  house 
for  the  Public  Worship  of  God  or  to  support  a  Minister  of  the 
Gospel  among  them  That  the  Proprietors  of  Epsom  aforesaid 
at  a  mec-tinv^^  of  said  Proprietors  held   at   Epsom   ai'oresaid  by 
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adjournment  on  the  tenth  dav  of  September  1760  voted  that  the 
Proprietors  of  land  in  said  Epsom  Sliould  pav  two  Shillings 
old  Tenor  per  acre  for  every  acre  of  land  which  then  was  laid 
out  in  Severa!t\-  in  Said  Town  To  be  paid  wifhin  one  year  trom 
the  said  Tenth  dav  of  September  aforo.s''  Partly  to  pay  for  the 
perambulatinsc  the  Several  lines  of  said  Town  and  for  laying 
out  the  nndivideil  lands  in  ■^.lid  Town  and  the  Remainder  to  be 
applied  towards  buildin,^^-  a  moetin;.;  house  and  maintaining  a 
Minister  in  said  Epsom — Also  That  the  Proprietors  aforesaid 
should  pav  one  Shiilini;;-  old  Tenor  per  acre  per  year  for  five 
years  next  after  the  said  one  vear  should  be  expired,  to  be  ap- 
plied towards  the  building-  a  meeting  house  and  maifitaining  a 
Minister  in  s'  Ep^om  and  at  the  same  meeting  voted  your  Peti- 
tioner agent  for  said  Proprietors  to  prefer  a  Petition  to  the 
General  Assemblv  for  a  Confirmtatlon  of  said  Vote  : 

Wherefore  vour  Petitioners  in  the  Capacity  afores'-  prays 
your  Exceilencv  and  Honours  bv  an  act  to  Ratify  and  Confirm 
Said  Vote  And  t.-)  .Vuthorizc  &:  Impower  th.e  said  Proprietors 
to  tax  all  tlie  land'^  laid  out  in  Severalty  in  srdd  Epsom  on  the 
said  Ter.th  dav  of  Sej^tember  ;ifores  at  tv/o  Shillings  old  'I'enor 
per  acre  :'or  one  vear  for  the  use  and  purpose  aforesd.  And  to 
enable  tiic  said  Proprietors  to  C<jllect  the  Same  also  to  tax  for 
five  veirs  i:ext  aUer  the  said  'M^e  vear  e\ery  acre  r.t'  land  that 
shall  th.en  he  liid  out  Iti  Sc\-ei;dt.v  in  said  rijwn  at  one  Shil- 
ling old  Tenor  per.  acre  each  yea.r  for  the  use  and  purpose  afor- 
said  and  to  enable  the  ^aid  Proprietors    to  Collect  the  Same, 

John-  Wefks  Agent 

In  Council  March  3'  1761 

read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'"'-  A^iseIRbly. 

Theod  Atkinson  Secy 


T/is    Pef/lfo^r    r,f   thr    Trk'ih/fay'ts    of    Rf-xotn    /'"-    ahiting 
the  Province   7'ax. 

Province  of  1 

New  Hamp  j 

To  his  Exeler.cN  Benning  Wentsvorth  Esq'  Cap- General  Gov- 
ernour  c\;  C'^imanrler  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Ivlajestys 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  to  the  Honable  Counceill 
&  house  of  Rep'-esentatives  now  Convened  in  General  As- 
semblv at  Portsmouth 
the  Petition  i;f  his  ^Majestvs  Good  Subjects  Inhabitants  of  the 

township  of  JEpsom  in  Said  Province  Humbly  Sheweth 

Wc  the  Poor  Inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Epsom  in  Sard 

Province  humbly  Beg   Leave   to    Remonstrate  our   \'ery  Poor 

Distressing  Curv:u'nst:n-.;cs  to  your  Connpasai on  &  Most  Earn- 
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esth'  Crave  vour  Fity  and  pr:iv  your  iionours  to  Relieve  us  from 
the  unsupovtablc  Burden  of  Province  tax  under  which  we  are 
made  to  Grone  and  Which  we  think  we  Cannot  Possibly  Sur- 
vive under  unless  vour  Honours  Will  be  Pleased  to  ^Mitigate 
and  free  us  from.  Gentlemen  our  Numbers  are  Very  small  & 
we  are  verv  much  Exposed  to  Losses  our  vouii;^  Cattle  Sheep 
&.  Swine  are  often  Destroyed  by  Wild  beasts  and  furthei-  we 
have  Lateh'  Seteled  a  minister  ainonor  ^^  wljicl)  we  are  affraid 
we  Shall  n(/t  be  able  to  Support  bv  Reason  of  the  Poor  Cir- 
cumstances we  are  now  imder  we  are  not  able  to  Build  a  Meet- 
ing House  but  our  2^Iinister  is  obli2;ed  to  Preach  in  Some  of 
our  Dwelling  houses  the  tax  which  was  Laid  on  us  the  Last 
year  manv  of  us  were  obliged  to  hire  the  mo'.ie\-  to  Pay  our 
Necessities  are  '.'erv  Grate  by  Reason  of  the  Scarcity  of  Pro- 
visioTjS  we  ha\'e  been  obliged  to  Lav  out  all  that  we  have  got 
for  years  Past  &  are  now  much  in  Debt  tliis  is  to  Entreat  your 
Honours  to  take  of  the  heavy  tax  which  we  now  Labour  un- 
der &  Restore  us.  the  mone}"  we  Paid  Last  year  .t  your  Peti- 
tioners Shall  Ever  Pray  as  in  Dut}'  Bound 

J.ohn  Mi:C'..ii"v  I^aac  Lebbee  Jun. 

George  \Valle.-;  Reuben  Lebbee 

Nathan  Marden  ■  Amos  E:a>!i 

John  Black  Samuel  Bcckford 

Ephraim  Lock  ^  Sa'nuel  Black 

Reuben  Sanborn  Jun.  Thomn?  Hin.s 

Eliphalet  Sanborn  Jolm  ]^.!aso 

Reuben  Sanborn  F.phraini  Berj 

James  \\'ocd  Willi.am  Biake 

Abraham  Lebbee  Benson  Ham 

Abraham  Walles  John  McGatTej 

Benjamin  Blake  Andrew  McClerj 

Thom.as  Blake  Abner  Everts 
Isaac  Lebbee 

In  Council   Tune  2^''^  1762 

Read  &  Order'd  to  be  sent  do^-n  to  the  Hon^''  Assembly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Jun.  Sec' 


Province  of      \ 
New  Hampshire  1' 

Ep'iom  May  the  26.  1760 

these  are  t<^  notifie  the  propriters  of  the  town  rn'  Epsom  to  meat  at 
the  house  of  Cap'  ^Vndrew  NTcCIarey  inepsom  on  wensday  tiie  eightenth 
of  June  nest  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  fore  noon  then  and  their  to  see 
if  the  proprietors  will  asist  the  inhabitance  in  buldini::  a  nieating  houoe 
and  asist  the  inhabitance  about  the  hiriniif  a  minister  or  any  other  thing- 
tliat  may  be  thot  proper  for  the  benefit  of  s-  town  and  to  see  if  the  pro- 
pritors  will  devide  the  undevided  Land  in  epsom  and  likewise  bee  if 
they  will  preamblate  the  several  lines  in  s'  Epsom. 

A  true  Copy  atest  by  N  Marden  proprietors  Clark 

John  M  Clarv   )  o    •     . 
■ir,  oil"'  selectmen 

rhoma~  Blake  ) 
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Ai  a  ive,v(;il  meeting  of  the  Proprietor?  of  the  town  of  Ep-om  held  at 
the  hou^e  of  Cap-  Andrew  McChirv  on  wens  Jay  tlie  iS  day  of  June  1760 
1  TOtcJ  M'  I-;u:ic  Leiibct;  to  b^'  rnoderutor  for  tlf  present  T.^'atiriif. 
3  voted  that  the  meeting  be  iidjorned  untill  the  tenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next  at  ten  of  the  Clock  Before  noon  to  be  held  at  the  place  afore*' 
A  true  copy  atc>t  by 

Nathan  M;irderi  proprietors  Clark 

September  the  10,  1760 

1  voted  Nathan  Marden  be  propritors  Clark  for  the  propriters  of 
Epsom  untill  another  be  chosen. 

2  voted  that  the  proprietors  pay  two  Snillings  pr.  Acre  old  tener  for 
all  and  every  acre  of  Land  whach  is  laid  into  Severelty  in  the  town  of 
Kpsoni  within  one  year  from  this  Date  partly  to  pay  for  the  perambe- 
latinsr  the  Lines  of  s'  Ep:Tom  &  laying  out  the  undevided  Land  and  the 
reinander  to  be  applyd  towards  Building  a  meating  iiouse  is:  mantain- 
ing  a  menester  in  6'  Ep^oni  and  alio  that  the  propriters  pay  one  Shil- 
ling old  tener  pr.  acre  pr.  year  tor  five  years  next  after  tlie  3'  one  year 
is  Expir*d  to  be  applied  towards  building  a  meating  hou.-e  and  maintain- 
ing a  minister  in  s    Epsom. 

3  voted  that  John  Weaks  Esq'  be  an  agent  for  the  propriters  of  Ep- 
som to  prefer  a  petition  to  the  general  Court  for  a  confirmation  of  «•* 
votes  and  also  for  an  ai-t  to  enable  tlie  s-  propriter.s  to  colect  s-  sum. 

4  voted  that  Capt.  John  McClary  be  a  Committee  to  peramblate'the 
Lines  of  Epsom  lic  to  Divide  the  Undevided  Land  in  Epsom. 

5  Voted  that  Nathan  mnrden  be  a  Committie  man  for  th:"  Same. 

6  voted  that  Ephraim  Lock  be  a  Committie  man  tor  the  Same 

Isaac  Lebbee  .Sen    moderater 
A  true  Copy  aiest  by 

Nathan  Marden  propriters  Clark 
We  whose  names  are  under  writen  Desir  the  select  men  of  Epsom  to 
insert  the  follong  and  Call  a  propriters  meating  Viz. 

John  V.'eeks  I  „ 

Bracket  Johnson  J  ^ 

William  Berj  William  Blaso 

Leve  Dearborn  Isaac  Lebbee  Sen' 

John  Lebbee  Georg  Walles 

Epb.raem  Lock  Nathan  INIarden 

John  McClary  Benjamin  Plolt 

Andrew  McClary  Isaac  Lebbee  Junr. 


EXETER. 


[Exeter  was  pu'-chased  of  certain  Indian  Sachems  by  Rev.  John 
Wheelwright  and  others,  3  April,  1638.  The  purchase  embraced  thirty 
ciiiea  Square.     Under  this  purchase,  the  settlement  was  made.] 


Combination  at  Exeter ^^  1^39- 
[See  and  compare  copy  trom  Ancient  Record  of  Exeter,  Prov.    Pap. 
Vol.  L^pp.  13*^—^3-] 
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Cojnulnation   for    government    at   Exeter,    with  the   forms    of 

oaths  for  rulers  and  people 

Whereas  it  hatli  pleased  the  Lord  to  move  the  heart  of  our 
dread  Sovereign  Cliarles  by  the  grace  of  God  King  &c  to  gratit 
license  and  liberty  to  sundry  of  his  subjects  to  plant  themselve* 
in  the  western  parts  of  America — We  his  loyal  subjects,  breth- 
ren of  the  cluirch  in  Exeter,  situate  and  lying  upun  the  river 
Pascataquacke  witli  other  inhabitants  there,  considering  with 
ourselves  the  holy  will  of  God  and  our  own  p.ecessity,  that  we 
should  not  live  without  wholesome  laws  ajul  government 
among  us,  of  which  we  are  altogether  destitute,  do  in  the  name 
of  Christ  and  in  the  sight  of  God  combine  ourselves  together 
to  erect  and  set  up  amongst  us  such  government  as  shall  be  to 
our  best  discerning  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God  professing  our- 
selves subjects  to  our  vSovereign  Lord  King  Charles,  according 
to  the  liberties  of  our  English  colony  of  the  Massachusetts, 
and  binding  ourselves  solemnly  by  th.e  grace  and  help  of  Christ, 
and  in  hi§  name  and  fear,  to  submit  ourselves  to  such  godly 
and  christian  laws  as  arc  establisliecl  in  the  realm  of  England 
to  our  best  knowledge,  and  to  all  other  such  laws  which  shall 
upon  good  grounds  be  made  and  enacted  amongst  us  accirdiiig 
to  God,  that  we  may  live  quietly  &  peaceably  together  in  all  god- 
liness'ai;d  honcstv. 


Mo.  5  D.  4,  1639. 

John  Wheehvright 
Augustine  Storer 
Thomas  Wright 
William  Wentworth 
Henry  Elkins 
George  Walton 
Samuel  V'alker 
Thomas  Petit 
Henry  Rohy 
William  Winborne 
Thomas  Crawley 
Christopher  Helme 
Darby  Field 
Robert  R-.-ad 
Edward  Rishworth 
Francis  Matthews 
Godfrey  Dearborne 
William  Wardhall 


Robert  Smith 
Ralph  Hall 
Robert  Seward 
Richard  Bulger 
Christopher  Lawson 
Gecrge  Barlow 
Richard  Morris 
Nicholas  Needham 
Thomas  Wilson 
George  Rawbone 
Wiliiam  Cole 
Jarrjes  Wall 
Thomas  Leavitt 
Edmund  Littlefield 
John  Cram  me 
Philemon  Purmot 
Thomas  Wardhall 


The  Elder's  or  Ruler  s  Oath. 

You  shall  swear  by  the  great  and  dreadful  name  of  the  high  God 
maker  and  governor  of  heaven  and  earth  and  by  the  Lord  Je.>us  Christ 
the  prince  of  the  kin^s  and  rulers  cif  the  earth,  that  in  his  name  and 
fear  you  will  rule  and  govern  his  people  according  to  theright,.-ous  will 
of  God.  mini-terir.g  juitice  aiid  judgcmenc  on  the  workers  of  iniquity 
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and  ministering  due  encouraE^ementand  countenance  toweUdoers,  pro-' 
tectin'^  of  the  people  so  far  ;is  in  vou  lieth  by  the  help  of  God  from  tor- 
ei^n  annoMince  and  inward  'iisc.-.rbance  that   they  VAV.y  live  a  quiet  and 
peaceable   life   in   ail  godliness   and   honesty.     So  God  be  help  ful  and 
■gracious  to  you  and  yours  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Oi7(/i  of  the  -people. 
We  do  swear  by  the  Great  and  dreadful  Name  of  the  High  God, 
Maker  and  Governor  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  King  and  .Saviour  of  his  people,  that  in  his  Name  and  fear,  we  will 
submit  ourselves  to  be  ruled  and  governed  according  to  the  vviil  ai.d  word 
of  God,  and  such  whole<onie  laws  and  ordinances  as  shall  lie  derived 
therefrom  bv  our  honored  RliIc-s  and  the  lawful  assistants,  with  the 
consent  of  the  people,  and  that  ^A'e  will  be  ready  lo  assist  them  by  the 
help  of  God  in  the  administration  of  justice  and  preservation  of  the 
p?ace,  v/ith  our  bodies  and  good- and  bestendea-.ouri  according  to  God. 
So  God  protect  and  save  u-  and  our-  in  Jesus  Christ. 


Exeter  Sept.  26"  1738 
To  the  Gentlemen  Selectmen  of  Exettr  :  We  the  Stibscribevs 
pray  vou  wou'd  forth^vith  call  a  town  mecli tig  and  we  pray  you 
Insert  the  f'-'llowirg  'n  viiv  s''  warrant  tor  a  town  meeting. — 
To  thie  tiiwn  of  Exeter — The  Petitioii  of  u.s  ti'.e  .Snbscribers  In- 
habitants C'f  the  westetn  part  of  the  nrst  parish  in  Exeter, 
Hinnbly  Sh.:\veth — That  we  }-oiu-  Petitioners  have  for  diverse 
years  Labotir'd  under  inexpressible  Disadvantages  &  Difficulties 
on  manv  accounts  M(..re  particularly  by  reason  of  our  Great 
Distance  from  the  publioic  Meeting  House,  so  that  Even  in  the 
Summ.er  Sea.'^on  we  and  our  Families  cannot  attend  Regularly 
&  Constantlv  on  the  publick  worship  of  God  as  we  would  doe 
and  iti  tlie  winter  Seas'-n  for  Diverse  }'earspast  ha\e  thmight 
it  Best  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  Suppniting  preaching  amongst 
us  without  anv  ahatemenc  of  our  Rates  to  the  Suppott  of  the 
ministry  i'.i  this  Parish,  and  Having  made  some  Provision  & 
Been  at  some  Cost  tov/ard  r)ui!ding  a  ?vleeting  House  among 
us — 

Being  now  Desirous  of  Being  a  Parish  by  (lurselves  and  as 
soon  as  may  be  Con\eniently  to  Settle  an  Orthodox  Gospel 
Ministrv  among  us — we  therefore  pray  that  you  wou'd  consider 
our  Circumstances  and  pass  a  vote  to  set  us  of  by  ourselves,  to 
be  in  all  respects  a  Distinct  parish  as  the  Parish  of  New  Mar- 
ket is  now  set  off  from  the  first  parish  in.  Exeter  and  we  pray 
if  you  see  Good  to  vote  the  Bounds  of  our  Parish  as  follows. 
Beginni'ig  at  ok!  Pickp.oc!-:et  upper  Saw-Mill  and  from  thence 
running  South  to  Kirigston  litie.  thence  west  and  by  North  by 
Kingston  Line  four  miles,  thence  north  four  tiiiles,  thence 
Easterly  to  New  Market  South  west  corner  Bounds  and  So 
Boun  ii'n^  bv  New  M  irket  South  Bour.ds    So  far    till    a    South 
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. L.iiic  will    Stiikc;  Pick 
Market  Line  South  to 

Andrew  Gilman 
Ed\v;ird  Co' cord 
Nicholas  Dudley 
Stephen  Leavit 
Ben  jam  ill  Veasej 
Jonr.than  Robinson 
Jeremiah  Bean 
James  Robinson 
Solomon  Smith 
Jonathan  Cram 
■  Antipas  Gilman 

Daniel  Rundlet 
Jo:~hiia  Bean 
John  Mud^ret 
Thomas  Mudget 
Huniphrer  Wilson 
Cphraim  Robinsou 
John  .Mor!,-an 
John  Holland 
Maverick  Gilmfin 
Ben'amin  Fifield 


pucket  mill,  and  then   to   run  from   new 
s-  Mill  the  Bounds  first  mentioned. 

Daniel  Sanburn 
Nicholas  DoUote 
Nicholas  Gordon 
Amos  Doliofe 
Elisha  Sirihurn 
Jonathan  Smith 
John  Marsh 
Charles  Young 
John  Roberds  Jun. 
Ezekiel  Smith  ■ 
Thomas  Gordon 
Josiah  Moody 
Samuel  Roberds 
John  Bean 
James  Dudley 
James  Dudley  Jun. 
Joseph  Atkinson 
Nathitniei  Foulshom 
Benjamin  Scribner 
William  Graves 
Moses   Fifield. 


A  true  copy  attest 

Etisha  Odlin  town  clerk. 


Exeter  Maj  ^  '"  1739. 

According'  to    v    Desire  (by  Mr.  Russell)  I  have  hear  Sent"  A  List  of 

all  The  military  odicers  In  Exeter  with  The  Date  of  There  Commissions 

under    Gov   Belcher.     My  one  Comission   bares   Date  May   7-'    1731. 

Peter  G'lman    Capt.   Sam'  Gilman,  Capt.   Thomas  Dean,  Capt. 

Hali.    Lieui  Daniell  Gilman,    Lieut  Isreall  Gilman  En.s'    Rich* 


Capt. 
Edw' 


1731- 


Mattoon.     AH  These  Comissions  bares  Date  July  i. 

Leut.  Dudley  Odiin  Cor"  Ezek   Gilman  Q^iarter  Mast'^Jon^  Connor, 
Leut   Theophiliis    Stnirh.    Ens'-    John    Giiman.    Ensign  James    Levit- 
These  Comissions  Dare  Date  Oct.  21  -  1737. 
I  :vm  with  Resp..ct  s'  Your 

very  Humb  "  Sarv' 

John  Gilman. 
To  The  Hon'-    Rich'  Waldron  Esq' 


Petition  for  a  Parish. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentw  orth  Esq"  Governor  & 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  His  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  in  New  England.  The  Hon  '<=  HisMuies- 
ty's  Council  ^l  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
Convened. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  North 
Westerly  Part  of  the  Town  of  Exeter  in  said  Province  Shev/s. 

That  your  Petitioners  being  Settled  in  the  aforesaid  part  the 
said  Town    Laboui-    u;ider  G>reat  DifHcuitits    in   attending-  the 
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i'ublic  Worship  of  God  by  lleason  of  the  Distance  &  badness 
of  thr  VVa\  to  the  Meeting  Plouse  Most  of  etn  living  More 
than  seven  milesfrom  it,  &  some  above  nine,  so  that  many  Persons 
in  their  Families  can  attend  tlie  Public  Worship  but  seldom. 

That  being-  most  of  them  new  Settlers  (tho'  upon  good  land) 
are  not  able  to  maintain  a  ^linister  among  tliemselves  while 
they  are  Subjected  to  &  actually  pay  their  proportion  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Gos[jel  &  otlier  Cliarges  in  the  Town. 

That  a  considerable  Parish  might  be  set  olT  from  the  said 
Town  by  the  following  Metes.  &  Bounds  v'z.  Beginning  at 
the  North  West  Corner  of  Exeter  &  from  thence  running  South 
39  Deg.  W.  partly  by  Nottingham  &  partly  by  Chester  line 
four  miles  and  cu  balf  &  from  thence  to  extend  carrying  that 
breadth  of  four  miles  and  an  half  East  &  by  South  till  it  comes 
to  the  head  line 'of  New  Market  Parish  being  bounded  North'lj 
partly  b}-  Nottingham  &  partly  by  Dover  Line  and  Easterly 
partly  by  New  ZSlarket  &  partly  by  Exeter  the  said  four  miles 
&  an  half  being  something  Broader  than  New  Ivlarket  &  so  ex- 
tending a  little  beyond  it  upon  Exeter  v.-hich  would  Compre- 
hend your  Petitioners  Estates  &  yet  leave  a  Large  and  able 
Parish  at  the  Town  below  'em  (which  would  hardlv  miss  'em) 
And  tho'  they  are  but  few  &  Poor  in  Comparison  of  the  rest  of 
the  Town  }"et  ihcy  v.-ould  Gla(Hy  bear  the  charge  of  Support- 
ing the  Gospel  among  themselves  were  they  Exonerated  from 
that  &  other  Town  Charges  Sc  duties  in  Ihe  other  part  of  the 
Town — But  as  tlie  aforesaid  Bounds  CompreIi:;nds  a  Tract  of 
very  Good  Land  they  have  reason  lO  think  from  thai  as  well  a« 
by  experience  that  they  shall  Licrease  in  number  every  year  & 
Especially  when  accommodated  better  with  respect  to  the  Pub- 
lic W^orship. 

That  a  Parish  Incorporated  by  the  aforesaid  Boimdaries  with 
the  usual  Privileges  iS;  Immunities  vrould  be  a  Considerable 
means  of  Cultivating  &  Improving  a  large  Tract  of  Land 
which  is  now  unsubdued,  inasinuch  as  People  will  be  thereby 
Encouraged  to  go  out  &  Settle  there.  &.  the  Public  in  General 
as  well  as  the  caid  Town  in  Particular  Benefited  thereby. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Pray  This  Hon*"''  Court  would 
Please  to  take  the  Premises  imder  Consideration  and  Grant 
that  they  may  be  Incorporated  into  a  Parisli  with  the  usual 
Parish  powers  &  Privileges  by  the  Jvletes  &  bounds  aforesaid 
&  Exonerated  from  paying  tfo  the  vSupport  of  the  Minister  of 
the  Town  <S:  other  Town  charges  &  duties  tliat  so  they  may 
support  &  Maintain  the  Gospel  a  school  Szc.  among  themselves 
■with  more  conveniency  for  themselves  &  Families — Or  in  such 
other  manner  as  tliis  Hon  Court  in  their  Great  Wisdom  & 
Goodness  sh.all  tliink  proper  &  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty 
Bound  Shall  Ever  pray  vie. 
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Taroh  S^irh  Theophiliis  Wodley 

David  Laurens  Jeradiali  Blacke 

James  Norris  Jun.  Josoph  Bhikc 

Samael  Elkins  Jun.  Benjamin  Kolings 

Elias  Smith  George  Been 

John  Elkins  Nathan  Height 

Danie!  Elkins  Samuel  Norrib 

Jonathan  Morris  Jun.  Samuel  Elkin* 

Jamej.  Rundlet  Elezar  Elkins 

John  Rowel!  Jeremiah  Elkin* 

Joseph  Averj  Caleb  Gillman 

Joseph  Norris  Israel  Gillman 

Jonathan  Rundlet  Jacob  Sanborn 

Joel  Judkins  John  Sear 

Nathan  Samborn  Israel  Shaperd 

SamuL'l  Smith  Ilezakiab  Swain 

onathan  Smith  James  Chase 


I 


.thiel  CliiTord  Daniel  Lad 

Joseph  Gorden  Joseph  Malona 

'ohn  Carty  ?  Benjamin  Poter 

'imothv  I'lori^en  Jonathan  Foulshant 


I" 

TlinuLiiv  ;.'iui^c:i  ■^^,^,.l^^^^  .  .^v. v. 

Jeremiah  Prescut  Ebenezer  Harden 

Richard  Sanborn  John  >7orri-. 

Simon  Garion  Jonathan  I\  jrris 

Job  Rowell  John  Foiintov/n 

James  Norris  Jeremiah  Prc>cut  Jun. 

Jcnatiian  Giuden  Joseph  Edgiej 

John  Hall  Moses  Rolings. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan  15-  1741  The  within  Petitioa 
Read  and  Voted  That  the  Petitioners  tbrthvvith  Serve  the  Select  Men  of 
Exeter  with  a  Coppy  of  the  Petition  and  the  Votes  thereon— That  the 
Town  of  Exeter  mav  appeare  at  the  Gen'-  Court  or  Assembly  next  Tues- 
day fortnii^iit  to  Shew  Cause  (if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer  of  the 
Pe'tition  mav  nut  be  granted — And  if  the  General  Court  or  Ass'"  Shall 
not  be  then'sittirig,  Then  to  appeare  the  Third  day  of  the  Sitting  of  the 
next  Sessions  of  Gen'  Assembly. 

James  JetFry  Cle  Ae*" 
In  Council  Jan  21  1741-2 
Read  k  Concurrd 

Rich''  Waldron  Sec 
Jan  21  1741-2. 

Assented  to  B.  Wentworth 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb.  the  2'  1741  The  within  Peti- 
tioners were  heard  and  the  dellegates  from  the  Town  of  Exeter  and  they 
agreed  that  the  Bound  shall  be  as  toUoweth  viz.  to  begin  at  Durham 
Line  at  the  North  West  corner  of  the  p'ish  of  New  Market  and  from 
thence  Bounding  on  the  head  Line  of  said  New  Market  to  the  South 
west  Corner  oflhe  same,  and  from  thence  to  run  South  ab-  twenty 
nine  degrees  West  parallel  with  the  head  Line  of  the  Town  of  Exeter 
Extending  to  half  the  breadth  of  the  Township  of  Exeter  from  Dur- 
ham Line'  aforesaid  and  from  thence  to  run  West  lic  by  north  to  the 
Midie  of  the  head  Line  of  t!ieTov.-n  cf  Exeter  and  from  tnence  to  bound 
upon  Ch'jster  and  Nottingham  to  the  North  West  corner  of  Exeter  and 
from,  thence  bounding  East  i"  by  South  on  Nottingham,  ic  Durham  to 
the  first  bounds. 

Therefore  Voted  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  &  that  thej 
be  set  oil  by  tlie  Bounds  afore^-aid  and  have  .\il  p;j«A..-r!,  within  themieUc. 
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a**  any  Town  within  ih'i.^  Province  Keeping  i  supportinii  an  Orthodoit 
Minister  to  preach  amon.;  them  (excepting'  tho  Choice  of  Represent"") 
and  imtiU  thev  =.hail  ha\e  liberty  to  hav-e  one  among  theni^elve  thej 
have  liberty  to  Jovn  with  the  Town  of  Exeter  in  the  clioice  of  Men  to 
Represent  the  Town  as  usuail  and  that  thev  pav  their  Proportion  of  the 
charge  of  such  Representatives  and  that  they  be  not  Exempted  from  pay- 
ing any  charge  oi  the  Town  of  Exeter  that  iia.s  already  been  assest  upon 
them  and  that  they  ha\e  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  Accordingly. 

James  JeilVey  Cler.  Ass^ 
In  Council  Feb.  3.  1741-2 
Read  and  concurred 

Rich'  Waldron  Secy. 
Feb.  3.  1741-- 

Assented  to 

B  Wentworth 


Whereas  there  is  a  Petition  preferred  to  the  General  Court  by  the 
no.tf. westerly  part  of  this  town  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Parish  Sc  s' 
Court  have  Ordered  s'  Petitioners  to  Serve  the  Selectmen  with  a  Copy 
of  s'  Petition  that  tiie  town  of  Exeter  may  appear  at  the  General  Court 
on  Tuesday  the  Second  of  Feb  ■  nevt  to  Show  Cause  if  any  they 
have  whv  the  Praj.erof  s'  Petition  may  not  be  Granted — These  are 
therefore  to  Notify  ail  the  Freeholders  and  other  Iniiabitants  belonging 
to  the  town  of  Exeter  to  assemble  themjeUes  together  at  trie  town  iiouse 
in  Exeter  on  Monday  the  first  day  of  February  next  at  one  of  tiie  clock 
afternoon  then  and  there  to  choo-e  two  or  more  tit  persons  to  represent 
this  town  in  General  Assembly  if  they  see  lit  to  make  answer  to  the 
above  Mentioned  Pccition  in  Bchalfe  of  the  to%vn  of  Exeter. 

Dated  at  Exeter  Jan-  y'-  23-  1741-2 

Thomas  Deane 

Nath   Webster   ]■  Selectmen 

Jo-;iah  Gilman 

A  true  Copy  Atte--t  Elisha  Odlin  town  clerk 


At  a  meetiu'ir  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Exeter  holden  at  the  town  hou->e  in  >    Exeter  Feb    i  ■  1741-: 

1  Voted  Samuel  G'''"""''i^  E.^q    Moderator  of  s'  Meeting 

2  Voted  That  two  men  be  chosen  to  make  answer  to  the  Petition  pre- 
ferr'd  to  the  General  Court  or  assembly  by  the  Northwesterly  part  of  the 
town  with  power  to  act  before  s-  Court  on  behalf  of  the  town  as  they 
shall  think  proper. 

3  Voted  That  Samuei  Gihnan  Esq  .Si;  Lieut  Theophilus  Smith  be  thee 
two  Hien  for  the  End  aibres' 

A  true  Copy  Attest  Elisha  Odlin  town  Clerk 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitant,-  of  the  town  of 
Exeter  held  at  the  town  house  in  s'  Exeter  Feb''  8-^  1741-2 

Voted  Lieut  Daniel  Gilman  Moderator  for  s'^  meeting 

Voted  That  the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  this  day  fortnight  one  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon  to  meet  again  at  the  town  liouse. 

The  meeting  being  again  met  according  to  adjournment  this  22'^  day 
of  Feb-   1741-2 

Voted  Thomas  Deane  Clerk  for  s-  meeting. 

Voted  Thu:  ihe  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  &  South- 
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westerly  part  of  the  town  of  Exeter  be  granted  and  that  they  be  set  oiT 
to  be  aTurihh  bv  Li\em.-.clvc>  and  that  they  iiave  set  on  to  them  and  their 
successors  the  one  Uaite  of  the  Breadth  of  the  Land  in  s'  town  Lying 
at  the  wes::er!v  End  tlercof  for  a  Pari'-h  and  that  it  be  Bounded  as  fol- 
loweth  viz:  Beginning  at  the  head  of  New  Market  Line  then  running 
on  a  South  line  to  Exeter  Great  Fresh  River  and  then  halfe  a  Mile  up 
s  '■  river,  ^  then  bouth  to  Kingston  Line  and  so  to  the  head  of  the  town- 
ship Provided  that  the  above  s"  Parish  doe  settle  an  Orthodox  Minister  of 
Christ  and  maintain  &  support  the  same  and  all  other  Parish  Charges 
within  the  same  of  themselves. 

A  true  Copy     Examin'd  this  23'  day  of  Feb^    1741-- 

pr.  Me  Elisha  Odlin  town  Clerk 


Counter  Petition. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq'-Governour  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  ^Majesties  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  and  to  the  Hon  ■  his  Majesties  Council  & 
Representatives  now  in  General  Court  assembled. 
Humbly  Shev/eth  your  Petitioners  (Subscribers  hereto)  Free- 
holders and  Inhabitants  of  the  vSouth  westerly  part  of  the  Town 
of  Exeter  that  vour  Petitioners  for  Several  years  past  have  with 
Some  of  our  Neighbors  erected  a  house. for  the  Publick  wor- 
ship of  God  in  the  most  convenient  place  as  we  then  and  now 
think  for  the  ease  and  benefit  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  Town  in  General  and  have  in  the  winter  time  carry'd  on 
the  Publick  worship  in  it  but  Several  persons  of  that  part  of 
the  Town  haveing  of  late  without  our  Privity  or  Consent  Peti- 
tioned the  Town  to  be  set  off  as  a  Parish  within  Particular 
boundaries  as  Mention'd  in  their  Petition  and  the  Town  hav- 
ing met  to  consider  their  Petition  adjourned  the  Consideration 
of  tb.e  said  fleeting  to  a  further  day  and  untill  New  Zvlarket  & 
Eppin  Parisli  lines  were  run  but  the  Time  of  the  meeting  on 
the  adjournment  happening  before  the  runing  of  New  Market 
and  Eppin  lines  your  Petitioners  and  also  Sundry  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  Expected  that  tlie  said  meeting  would 
have  been  further  adjourned  till  the  said  lines  had  been  run  and 
that  nothing  would  have  been  acted  at  said  Meeting  but  being 
press'd  on  by  the  said  Petitioners  who  themselves  then  unjustly 
voted  for  the  Petition's  being  Consider'd  and  Granted  by  which 
means  it  was  tlien  consider'd  &  granted  as  afores'  by  which 
Cleans  if  your  Excellency  with  this  hon  '  court  should  confirm 
the  afores'  vote  then  passed  it  v^-ould  Greatly  Injure  your  Peti- 
tioners and  therefore  your  Petitioners  humbly  move  your  Ex- 
cellency and  this  hon"'  Court  that  the  Consideration  of  any 
Petition  that  is  or  may  be  preferr'd  to  your  Excellency  and  this 
hon-'"'  Court  for  confirming  the  afores'  vote  may  not  be  heard 
and  pass'd  upon  untill  some  convenient  time  be  given  your  Pe- 

17 
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titionors  tw  appear   and   shew  CiUise  wlicrefore   the   SaiJ.    Vote 
ougiit  not  to  !je  cofitniiied.     And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty 
bound  Sp.a!!  ever  humbly  pvav  ^Scc 
Dated  at  Excrter  March  11       1741'^ 
Andrew  Gihr.i'.n  Ebenozer  Colcord 

Ti-nothy  Leavitt  Nicklas  Dudley 

Daniel  Jel.-.  ?  John  Dudley 

Joseph  Leavitt  Samuei  Dudley 

David  Sm::ii  Jonathan  Tb.in^ 

Josiah  Thing  John  Holond 

Benjamin  Oilman  Moses  Juitt 

Jonathan  Vv'adleigh  Jr.  N'icklos  Smith 

John  Roberts  Saniuell  Edgley 

'Will  ■  Bean  Job  Judkings 

Humphrey  Wilson  Natinel  Thing 

Jeremiah  Been  Edward  Colcord 

Daniel  Wonnall  John  Dudley  Juner 

Nicolas  Dudley  John  Gorge 

Edward  Stevens  Jearimear  Gilr.tan  June' 

Stephen  Leavitt  Haley  Siephens 

Sarah  Jorden  wid  John  Odiin  Jim. 

Samuel  Smith ?  Jonathan  Gihnan  Junr. 

John  Conor  Nicklis  Gordon 

Edward  Colcord  John  Gils 

In  tlie  lio'a^e  ot"  Representatives  June  22''  1742. 

the  v.-itl-un  Petition  Read  and  Parties  Heard  A  Vot*-d  That  ti^e   Peti- 
tion be  Dismissed 

James  JetTrey  Cler  Ass'- 

•  in  these  rlaces  reader-  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  ol'i  sule  is  t'oUowed— March 
H,  1711,  beicsiliu-chi!,  i:il-J.    Ed. 


Petition  for  Parish  privileges. 
To  his   Excelency  Benning  Wentworth   Esq'  Goven'  &  Com- 
mander in  c'rdetT  in  &  o\er  His  Majestys  Province  of  Xew 
Hamp''  The  Hon    -^  His  Majesu'S  Council  &  House  of  rep- 
resentativi.s  for  s    Province  in  Gen  Court  Convened. 
The  Plumble  Petition  of  Sundry  Persons  Inhabitants  on  the 
Southerlv  or  South  Westerly  parte  of  the  Town  of  Exeter  in  s' 
Province  Sheweth. 

That  their  E>tates  &  habitations  are  so  far  from  the  meeting 
House  where  t!iev  usually  attend  the  Pubhck  Worship  as  makes 
it  very  Inconvenient  for  them,  most  of  them  living  above  five 
miles  Distant  therefrom  Considering  of  which  &  the  Large 
Congregation  that  belongs  to  the  meeting  house  afores  &  their 
abillity  The  Town  at  a  Publick  meeting  on  the  32''  dav  of 
Feb'  last  have  voted  a  new  Parish  should  be  Errected  by  the 
Bounds  set  forth  in  the  Vote  (if  the  Gen  Court  Saw  meet) 
which  will  compreh.end  your  Petitioners  Estates  &  habitations 
&  if  a  Parrish  was  Errected  there  will  have  a  Tendencv  to 
Promote  tiie  settlements  01    the   Lands   in   thai   PiTtc  of   tlie 


Tou-x  PAPi::;s — kxethp. 


259 


Town  &  oi  the  Town  adjoyning-  which  vote  is  herewith    Pre- 

That  vuur  Petitioners  tincle  a  number  of  Persons  of  the  s 
Towa  have  allready  Petitioned  this  Court  that  this  Petition 
may  not  be  Granted  untiil  they  are  heard  against  it  but  have 
not  set  fortli  any  reason  they  liave  against  it  but  Proposed  to 
Do  it  (as  it  seems  by  tiieir  Petition)  ore  tcnus  upon  the  hear- 
ing whereby  your  P'etitioners  will  be  under  this  Disadvantage 
that  they  cannot  Inform  their  Council  of  those  facts  which  will 
be  necessary  in  answer  to  what  shall  be  alleged. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  most  Humbly  Pray  tliat  thev 
may  be  errected  A;  Incorporated  into  a  Parrish  by  the  Bound- 
aries in  the  s  ■  Vote  &  that  if  this  Hon  '  Court  think  Proper 
that  the  afores-  Petitioners  Should  be  fin->t  heard  that  they 
would  order  that  they  iile~  their  objections  in  Some  Publick 
office  in  writing  some  reasonable  time  before  the  Day  of  hear- 
ing that  so  your  Petitioners  may  have  a  fair  opportunitv  of  an- 
swering them  ^c  vour  Petitioners  as  in  dutv  Bound  shall  ever 
Pray  &c. 

James  Dudley  Jon-  Crane 

Rob   Young  Tho^  Mud-^et 

Darby  Keiley  Joseph.  Thing 

Benia  \  easey  Aatipas  Gillman 

Elisha  Sa.-.burne  John  Fol^ham 

Jeremiah  Bean  Jn-  Levit  Tun 

James  Robinson  George  Roberts 

Bcnja  \  uield  Jon^  Smith 

James  Dudley  Junr.  Jeremiah  Row 

Jn^  Roberts  Jun'  Jon^- Taler 

Moses  F.neld  Zach^  Judkins 

Ja^  Morgan  John  Levet 

Jos^Eean  Ithiel  Smith 

Mavencl-c  GlUman  Alex-  Roberts 

Thoj  Gordon  Be.nj-  Scribner 

Dan-   Sanborn  Sam^  Dudlev 

Charles  Itoung  David  Bean" 

Nich'  Gorden  Joseph  Atkinson 

Jn<^  Sm.itn  Sam.-  Roberta 

\^'  Bean  Ezekiel  Smith 

Josiah  Moody  ■  j^cob  Smi^h 

J'^    Srov.-n  Ebenez    Hutchinson 

Rob   Brov.-n  Daniel  Hilton 

Sam.   Tones  Jn-  Midget 

>iathiei  Foulsum  W'^'  Graves 

\V' Smith  Jon' Robinson 

Snobel  Sanburne  Nich-"  DoUoff 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  i;'--  1741. 
The  within  Petition  read  ic  another   Petition  of  Andrew  Gillman  of 

E.\eter  in  others  who  Desire  to  be  heard  before  the  Praverof  the  within 

Petition  be  granted. 

Voted  that  some  or  one  of  the  above  or  within  Petition^- Serve  the  Said 
Andrew  Giilman  with  a  Copy  of  the  Petition  ^V  Court  order  thereon 
torthwitn  cc  that  the  Parties  appear  the  third  Day  of  the  Sittin-^  of  the 
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Gcii'  A.ssciubivncxl  Sc:>,.-;ion,s  tu  be  licurd  .5c  that  the  Contrary  party  may 
shew  Cause  j'iV  anv  they  liave)  why  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition  may  not 
be  GraMt>-d  &  that'Andrew  Gilhnan  k  other-  file  tlieir  objections  in  the 
Secretarvi  oHice  Ten  Davb  before  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly 

James  JetYrey  Cler  Assembly 

In  Council  March  22'  1741 

The  above  vote  read  ^:  Concurr'd 

Theo'd  Atkinson  Sec?' 

Vera  Copia 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec^ 

In  the  Hoiue  of  Representatives  Jiin  22'  1744  The  within  Petition 
Read  and  the  Parties  heard  thereon  and  those  that  desired  to  be  heard 
against  it.  and  voted 

That  the  Praver  of  the  Petition  be  granted  they  maintaining  an  or- 
thodox minister  a:  that  Ichabod  Roby  &  Richard  Jenness  Esqrs.  be  a 
Committee  of  this  Hou=^e  to  Joyne  Such  as  the  Hon''"  the  Council 
shall  appoint  to  go  on  the  Spot  and  View  where  it  is  most  Convenient 
that  a  new  m.eeting  House  m.av  be  placed.  So  as  to  be  most  Convenient 
for  all  the  Parties ''Concern'd  l^  that  to  be  Conclusive  and  the  Petition- 
ers have  liberty  ro  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

James  Jeffrey  Cler.  Ass^ 


Hem  o  nst  ranee. 

Whereas  a  Number  of  the  Tnltabitants  of  y-  Southerly  or 
South  westerly  part  of  the  town  of  Exeter  By  a  vote  pass'd  at 
a  meeting  held  by  adjoarnment  at  the  town  house  in  Exeter 
Febry.  22'  1 741-2  were  set  oft'  to  be  a  parish  by  meets  and 
Bounds  Express'd  in  Said  vote  which  they  have  Since  Peti- 
tioned to  Court  to  Confirm  we  think  ought  not  to  be  confirmed 
for  v'  following  reasons. 

I 'Because  as  we  apprL-hend  the  s'  vote  was  illegally  ob- 
tained the  meeting  Being  before  adjourned,  to  have  the  Line 
run  wiiich  was  not  done,  and  y  fore  many  Inhabitants  not 
present  thinking  the  trieeting  would  be  further  adjourned,  and 
the  s  ■  Petitioners  Being  the  maj  Part  of  the  voters  forc't  it  on 
and  voted  it  and  it  Being  a  particular  favour  to  themselves  we 
Esteem  it  illegal  c^  y^fore  not  to  be  Coithrmed 

2  Because  we  with  some  of  our  neighbors  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  s'  Southerly  5:c.  Part  of  the  town  have 
been  at  considerable  charge  in  Erecting  and  Building  a  house 
for  the  worship  of  God  and  the  meets  and  Bounds  by  which 
they  are  set  of  is  contrary  to  what  was  ever  Proposed^  by  s' 
Inhabitants  on  v'  part  of  the  town  and  was  without  our  Knowl- 
edge or  Consent  and  has  a  manifest  tendency  to  destroy  our 
Labours  and  to  overthrow  or  at  Least  Greatly  Disturb  the  wor- 
ship of  God  amongst  us. 

3  Bee  :  The  Line  of  s'  Parish  includes  or  takes  in  many  of 
us\S:  Great  part  or  all   of  our  Estates  altho'  we  timely  entre'd 
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our  Protests  against  any  such  thing  under  present  circum- 
stances &  y'fore  <ls:c. 

4  Bee  :  of  our  inability  we  being  not  yet  ripe  for  a  Parish, 
under  our  present  Divided  circumstances  having  Got  nothing 
in  any  forwardne^^s  therefor,  &  most  of  y'-  Petitioners  Exceed- 
ing poor,  and  scarcelv  able  to  live  now  Even  as  we  may  say 
y*^  Biggest  part  of  them  and  having  a  meeting  house  to  Build 
a  ^.linister  to  Maintain  &  settle  and  a  school  to  maintain  to- 
gether with  y'  Largeness  of  Provinces  taxes  and  we  Being 
also  mjch  Divided  amongst  ourselves,  it  would  as  we  appre- 
hend if  confirmed  be  to  the  utter  ruin  of  man}-  fcu-nilvs  an  im- 
poverishing of  tlie  place,  a  Damage  to  themselves  t^  families 
a  Laving  a  \-oke  uvion  us  all  which  we  shall  nt't  be  al>le  to 
Eear'_ 

5  ^Bec  :  tl;c  C(,'ntirming  of  the  simie  lu-.der  our  Present  Cir- 
cumstances would  as  we  apprehend  be  but  confirming  of  con- 
fusion and  disorder  amongst  us  and  instead  of  advancing  and 
Enlarging  y  Kingdom  and  Interest  of  x'-  would  tend  to  in- 
cre;i5e  intestine.  Jars  and  animositys  amongst  us  Even  as  fear 
to  our  entire  over  throw  at  last.  .;.:  v'fore   not  to  Be  confirmed. 

6  Bee:  we  would  further  Give  as  a  reason  the  unpresidency 
"of  the  iliing  to  be  Set  ot  to  be  a  Parish   Before   agreed  w  *"  to 

set  a  Hniise  il'c  e-v'en  ^vhi!st  ouarreling  iibout  the  same  v  Like 
Instance  not  to  be  Given  wc  Believe  in  Xew  England  v  fore 
pray  y    it  may  not  be  confirmed. 


Warrant  for  y"  ineetini^  tJie  i']'''  of  J/(7v. 
\yherea5  upwards  ot"  thirty  of  the  Freeholders  .S:  Inliabitants  of  the 
town  01  Exeter  have  Desired  us  the  Subscribers,  Selectmen  of  the  s'* 
town  forthwith  to  I-si;e  a  warrant  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  & 
Inhabitants  of  the  -aid  town  to  take  into  consideration  the  vote  that 
■was  on  tlio  12  day  of  Feb"'  last  by  adjournment  as  tiiey  think  illegally 
obtained  by  the  Petitioners  of  the  Southerly  &  Southwesterly  part  of 
the  town  of  Exeter  for  being  set  of!"  as  a"  Parish  within  particular 
Boundarys  as  set  forth  in  their  Petition  which  vote  the  s'  Petitioners 
have  since  preferr'd  a  Petition  to  the  General  assembly  of  this  Prov- 
ince to_  ge-  a  Confirmation  oi  -  and  for  asmuch  as  the  said  thirty  Inhab- 
itants .i  freeholders  aforesj  think  said  vote  was  Illegallv  obtained  and 
that  them-elves  as  well  as  the  town  in  General  shall  be  Greatlv  injured 
in  Case  said  vote  is  Confirmed  :  These  are  therefore  to  notify  the  free- 
holders and  Inhabitants  of  this  town  o{  Exeter  to  meet  at  "the  town 
house  in  s'  town  on  Monday  the  17'  day  of  may  Currant  at  two  of  the 
clock  in  the  at'ternoon  to  consider  of  a  v'ote  if  they  think  fit  first  if  they 
think  the  said  vote  was  Legally  obtained  or  not.  2''-'  if  the  Confirma- 
tion of  said  vote  will  not  be  of  a  manifest  Injury  to  the  town  in  Gen- 
eral. 3'  if  the  town  will  then  Choose  some  person  to  represent  the 
same  at  the  ;;ext  sitting  of  the  General  Court  in  June  next  and  to  doe 
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what  else  they  shall  then  chink  proper  to  be  done  about  tlie  Premi.-es. 
Datfd  .\t  Exeter  afores'  tiie  third  d;iy  ot  niav  anno  Domini  174-. 

Jonathan  Connor  Joan  Odlin  Jr. 
Nath'  Webster         'Robert  Light 
a  tnie  copy  attest  Josiah  Gilmon 

Elisha  Odiin  town  clerk  Selectmen 


J\(.'?j^  0  }istra  n  ce . 
To  His  Excellency  Be.r.iing  W'er.tworth  Esqr.  Goveniour  «S: 
CoiTimander  in  Chief  in  ar.ci  over  his  Maj"-  Province  of 
Xe\v  Hampshire  in  Xew  England  and  to  the  Hun  His 
Majesties  Council  for  said  Province  &:  House  of  Rcpresenta- 
cives  when  Conven'd  in  Geti   Assembly- 

Whereas  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  & 
Southwesterly  part  of  Exeter  in  New  Hampshire  at  the  Last 
Sessions  preferred  a  Petition  to  this  Hon  '  Court  to  be  set  off 
u  Parish  (from  the  old  meeting  House  in  Exeter  aforesaid 
where  they  usually  attended  the  Pubiick  Worship)  by  meets 
and  Bounds  as  set  forth  in  the  Said  Petition.  And  wb.ereas  , 
after  the  Intent  of  the  ab-^ve  Petitioners  was  known  biy  us  the 
Subscribers  who  never  Consented  to  the  said  Petition  we  did 
also  Prefer  a  Petition  to  this  Hon^  "  Court  Dated  at  Exeter 
March  11.  1741  Praying  that  the  above  Petition  might  not  be 
granted  until  we  were  heard,  upon  which  the  Court  on  Con- 
sidering both  Petitions  Ordered  that  we  should  lile  our  an- 
swers in  the  Secy^  ofrice  ten  days  before  the  Siting  of  the  As- 
sembly in  their  next  Sessions-  In  obedience  to  svhich  order — 
for  answer  why  Vv'e  mav  not  be  included  within  the  said  Peti- 
tion and  set  off  from  the  old  Town  with  them  Petition"'  Is 
that  we  do  not  nor  never  desired  it  and  that  our  Estates  are 
parted  by  the  Line  proposed.  None  oi  us  Living  within  the 
Body  of  the  nevv'  Precinct  Proposed  but  on  the  Lines  on  the 
East  and  Soufh  vSides  and  that  the  s-  lines  proposed  will  be 
very  injurious  to  us  &  therefore  we  Humbly  Pray  that  our 
Poles  and  Estates  may  still  be  Continued  to  the  old  Town  of 
Exeter,  and  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  very 
great  hardship  to  set  off  so  great  a  number  of  us,  the  Sub- 
scribers from  the  Place  wc  now  belong  to  against  our  Wills 
and  Interests  and  which  wou'd  prove  so  Great  Damage  to 
us  on  ail  accounts  and  that  if  this  Hon  Court  think  Proper  to 
sett  off  that  new  District,  we  humbly  pr^y  y'  we  may  be 
polled  of  to  the  old  Town  with  our  Estates  within  the  s'  boun- 
darys  and  as  in  Duty  Bound  we  shall  Ever  Pray  &c. 
May  2-v''  1742 
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Andrew  Oilman  Samuel  Dudley  Jr. 

Timoti-.v  Leavitt  Jonathan  Thing 

John  Robert?  Ebenezer  Colcord 

Nicholas  Dudiev  Edward  Stevens 

Benjamin  Oilman  Jonathan  Wadleigh 

Daniel  Wonnail  Daniel  Qiumby 

Edward  Colcord  Andrew  Downer, 

Humphrev  Wilson  Abraham  Smith 

Biiev  Lviord  Sam.uel  Smith  Copp 

Halev  Stevens  .  Josiah  Thing 

Jeremiah  Bean    ?  Nickelas  Dudley  Jun. 

Joseph  Leavit  Sarah  Gordon  widow 

William  Bean  John  Yonge 

Edward  Thing  Nath  Webster 

Nicola.s  Smith  John  Evinly 

Daniel  Giels  John  Dudley 

Moses  Juet  Stephen  Leavit 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other   Inhabitants  of  the  town 

of  Exeter  held  at  the  town  house  in  ?^  Exeter  May  17''    1742 

Voted  Mr.   Daniel   Thing  moderator  tor  s'l  meeting.     At  the  same 

meeting  it  was  put  to  vote  whether  the  town  would   act  any  thing  on 

the  warrant  and  it  pass'd  -in  the  Negative 
A  true  Cnpv  attest  E'.i'^ha  Odlin  toun  clerk 


Reuioistrance. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentvvorth  Esq"  Governotir  & 
Coi7iandei-  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of 
Xew  Hat-npshire  in  New  England  &  to  the  Hon^'  His 
Maj''  -  Council  For  Said  Province  "&  House  of  Representa- 
tives w    Convened  in  Gen-  Assembly 

Whereas  Sundrv  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  & 
Soiitheaslerly  part 'of  tiie  Town  of  Exeter  in  New  hampshire 
aforesaid  at  the  last  Sessions  Preferred  a  Petition  to  this  Hon-' 
Court  to  be  set  oiT  a  psish.  (from  the  old  Town  of  J:.xeter 
where  thev  usuallv  attended  the  Publick  Worship)  Setting  forth 
therein  that  the  town  at  a  Meeting  held  the  22'  day  of  febru- 
arv  last  past  voted  a  new  psish  should  be  errected  by  the 
bounds  set  forth  in  the  vote  of  the  22'  of  Feb  (which  would 
comprehend  the  Petitioners  and  their  Estates)  as  pr.  their 
Petition.  _ 

•And  by  a  Petition  dated  at  Exeter  the  11'  day  of  March 
last  past  bv  Sundrv  Persons  who  signed  the  Petition  so  dated 
Andrew  Gillman  h  others  Presented  the  Same  to  the  Gen' 
Court  praying  that  the  Petition  tirst  above  referred  to  might 
not  be  granted  till  they  were  heard,  the  Hon  '  Court  ordered 
that  the  said  Petitioners  should. serve  .the  said,  Andrew  Gill- 
man  w'"-  a  Coppv  of  the  said  Petition  and  Court  order  thereon 
and  a  day  of  appearance  at  the  sitting  of  the  next   K}^v^  Ass^' 
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and  also  to  file  answers  tea  clays  before  the  sitting  of  the  next 
Gen'  Ass     in  the  Secretaries  oftice  (to  show  cause  &c) 

And  in  obeyance  to  vSaid  order,  and  for  Answer  (besides 
w"  is  in  the  said  Andrew  Gillman  &  others  Petition)  the^'  beg 
leave  to  cay  i'  Thiit  thev  are  humbly  of  opinion  what  was 
acted  at  the  meetinii'  held  on  the  22  Fe  last  wa^,  not  done  in 
conformit}'  to  the  intent  of  the  Town  at  the  lirst  meeting  \%'hich 
was  held  the  S'  ■  of  Fe  .i:  v"  on.  _v  22  of  Fe '  was  by  adiourn- 
ment,  the  Reas):i  .of  which,  aJjournment  was  (That  New 
Market  it  Epping  Parrish  Line  might  be  run  and  until  it  was 
run)  that  the  Town  &  People  might  the  better  know  what  & 
whose  pssons  ^Sc  Estates  would  fall  in.  But  the  day  of  the  said 
meeting  on  v  22  of  Fe  fell  out.  before  either  of  the  Said 
Lines  -were  Run  and  your  Respondents  Supposing  the  meet- 
ing would  be  :'.gaine  adjourned  until  the  Said  Lines  were  run 
they  were  not  at  the  meeting  nor  did  Several  of  them  know 
whether  their  houses  or  Estate  would  fall  within  or  without 
the  Said  Line  of  the  j>roposed  new  pssish  The  Petitioners 
for  the  nevv  Parisli  took  the  advani-a^-e  of  so  thin  a  meeting 
and  would  not  adjo-jru  againe  to  ha\-e  the  aforesaid  Lines  run 
But  obtained  a  vote  f)r  setting  themselves  olT  (,rhe\'  t-^eing  v 
Majority)  and  gave  themselves  bounds-  all  vv-liic!i  niaiiagc- 
ment  we  tinnk  to  '^2  ag  Lav\-  or  Equi'v-  ,v  thorerbre  not  to  i^e 
regarded  or  Contirmed. 

2'  By  the  Bounds  Set  forth  in  the  vote  of  y  22'  of  Feb. 
the  Estates  of  Several  of  your  Respond' ~  are  split  &  Divided 
so  as  some  of  their  houses  are  in  the  old  Town  &  their  im- 
proved Land  within  the  bounds  proposed  for  the  New  Pre- 
cinct and  Severall  of  their  homsted  Lands  divided  some  one 
side  of  the  Line  and  some  on  the  other  which  may  be  verv 
prejudicial  to  them. 

3  ■  ■'  ihey  arc  taken  in  by  said  Line  of  y  proposed  precinct 
against  their  wills  or  knowledge  (bv  tl?e  vote  of  v-  22'-  Feb. 
afibresaid  being  past  before  the  Lines  afc-resaid  was  run  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  of  the  Town)  or  that  many  of  them,  knew 
how-  the  Lines  of  the  proposed  Parrish  would  fall  tV  none  of 
them  being  Petitioners. 

4"'  the  Great  Confusion  &:  heart  Burning  it  will  Raise  by 
&  with  Som  (if  not  amongst  the  whole)  to  be  forced  ag'  their 
wills  to  that  they  never  desired,  and  will  So  greatlv  prejudice 
thern  and  their  Estates. 

5  ■*'■  The  Respondents  under  their  present  circumstances  & 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Petitioners  think  the\'  are  not  yet 
able  to  support  and  maintain  the  necessary  Charges  of  a  psish. 

Wherefore  they  humbly  Pray  the  Prater  of  the  Petition 
may  not  be  Granted.  But  if  the  Lion'  Court  vShall  see  good 
to  indulge  the  Petitioners  wit;:,  a  Grant  of  a  new  Precinct  ac- 
cording to  the  Bounds  in  said  V'c  .e  of  y    22'  Feb. 
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Then  vour  Respondents  Most  humbly  Pray  the  Hon' ■  '  Court 
that  then-  Poles  cS:  Estates  may  be  Pulled  off  to  the  old  Town 
of  Exeter,  untill  further  order  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty 
bound  Shall  Ever  Pray  &c 

Ma}-  20'     174:: 

Andrew  Oilman  for  him- 
belf  inicl  the  other  respondents  afores'' 

Rec"d  into  tp.e  >)ecy">  office  for  t'ae  Province  of  N'ew  Huii\;v  the  27''' 
May  174^. 
In  the  Hou'=e  of  ReprC'^entative-^   [una  24' '  174: 

Upon  Recon-idcr;n;j  the  .Votes  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inliabitant^  of 
the  South-.ve-t  part  of  Exeter  for  being  set  ofl"  a  Parrish-  And  upon 
Considering;-  the  Within  ai^recment  of  the  Several  Parties  Voted  That 
Richard  W:b:"d  a:  Geo  Walton  Esq'-  >Sc  M  Jon-  Thon:-on  be  a  Comit- 
tee  to  1^0  OC  \'!e'.v  the  place-  a-^reed  upon  by  the  Partie-  as  witi-.in  men- 
tioned for  the  placein^-  the  New  Meeting  House  And  to  fix  the  place 
-where  said  Meeting  House  Shall  Stand  and  thac  to  be  a  nnale  Conclu- 
sion And  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 
for  parish  Powers  and  also  that  the  charge  of  the  Comittee  be  borne 
and  paid  bv  the  \Vhole  Society-  the  C'ommitice  to  make  their  Return 
into  the  Secretarys  ofnce. 

James  JeflVy  Cler.  A^s" 

In  Council  June  26     1742 

Cuacurrd  \:  Jolm  Douning  Esqr. 
aded  to  th.e  above  Comittee. 

Theo.  Atkinson  Secy. 

Eod     D:e 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Council  vote  of  addition  Read 
and  Concurrd 

James  JeiTry  cler  ass'' 

Eod'  Die 

As.sented  to 

B.  Went  WORTH 


Report  on  location  of  a  7neeting  house. 
We  Eliiha  Sanburn  in  behalf  of  the  Petitioners  for  a  Parrish  in  t)-ie 
Southwest  part  of  Exeter  And  John  Dudley  on  behalfe  of  tiie  oppo-^ers 
of  said  Petition  C excepting  tho'se  Per.-ons  that  live  on  the  South  Side 
of  E.xeter  River)  do  agree^That  two  places  are  proposed  where  to  place 
anew  meeting  House  for  Said  District  viz:  one  place  to  be  at  the 
North  East  Corner  of  David  Robinsons  Land  in  said  Di.-trict  Joining 
to  Jon'  Robinsons  Land  the  South  Side  of  the  way  that  goes  to  Craw- 
levs  fnJls  mill  Above  Deer  Hill  mill,  the  other  place  at  the- South  East 
Corner  of  Cap.  James  Levits  Mowing  Lot  by  a  Gully  on  the  North 
Side  of  the  above  Road  and  that  Each  party  "makes  Choice  of  a  man 
Indifierent  and  a  third  person  be  chosen  by  both  parties  i:  ij  they  can- 
not agree  upon  the  third  person.  Then  the  two  persons  first  chosen 
shall  make  choice  of  a  third  person,  and  that  they  three  prsons  Say  at 
which  of  the  above  places  the  Meeting  House  shall  Stand  or  at  any 
convenient  place  bet-ween  the  above  two  places  mentioned.     In  Witness 


266  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

of  the  above  said  agreeirent  the  parties  above  named  Each  for  the  par- 
ties he  Represent'^  have  hereunto  Set  their  hands  this  2y^  June  174:: 

Elislia  Sanborn 
John  Dudley 


Brlntv:ood''s  PctltioK  about  the  Lines  of  the  Parish. 
To  Hib  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esqr.  G'neraov  & 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  His  Majesty's  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  The  Hon  '  HisMajestys  Council  (?i;  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  Convened  Septem- 
ber the  14'  I;^4-• 
Hlm■lblv  Shews 

Joseph  Leavit  &  Elisha  Sanborn  both  of  the  Parish 'jf  Brint- 
v/ood  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  ^S:  as  Assents  for 
Said  Parish. 

That  tlie  Inhabitants  of  said  Parish  Are  in  an  unsettled 
Condition  &:  Lab'our  under  Considerable  difncuity  notwith- 
standing the  favour  lV  Indulgence  of  the  General  Court  in 
making  tiiem  a  Parish  which  arises  from  the  uncertainty  of 
the  Boundaries  on  the  Lower  part  of  said  Parish  next  to  Exe- 
ter Town.  For  as  the  Eine  winch  Divides  said  Parish  from 
said  Town  is  to  begin  at  the  Jlead  of  New  2slarket  Line  ifc 
then  to  Run  South  to  Exeter  River  making  near  a  Right  An- 
gle with  nev/  market  Line  and  the  head  of  that  Line  is  not 
suihciently  Ascertained  it  makes  tlie  said  Dividing  Line  uncer- 
tain and  the  Said  Parish  of  Brintwood  will  be  Longer  or 
Shorter  according  as  the  said  Line  shall  be  Settled  which 
Considerably  ahects  the  Inhabitants  thereof  &  the  affairs  of 
the  Parish  and  Especially  with  Regard  to  fixing  the  Meeting 
house  &;  other  matters  Relating  thereimto.  That  the  Parties 
Interested  cannot  agree  of  themselves  in  the  Premises  Where- 
fore the  said  agents  Humbly  Prav  that  a  Committee  may  be 
appointed  by  tb.e  General  Assembly  with  suthcient  authority 
to  ascertain  the  said  Boundaries  of  the  Said  Parish  of  Brint- 
wood as  soon  as  may  be  by  fixing  &  Running  the  Said  Line 
of  New  Market  and  all  other  Lines  necessary  to  the  end 
aforesaid  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  atiairs  of  said  Par- 
ish &  preventing  Differences  &  Disputes  between  the  said 
Parishes"&  the  Town  of  Exeter  ata's'  or  that  the  same  may  be 
done  in  such  other  method  &  as  soon  as  to  the  Wisdom  &: 
Goodness  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  seem  meet. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  &c 

Joseph  Leavit 
-   -  Elisha  Sanborn 

In  the  House  of  Ropresentatives  Sept.  17"'  1742 

The  within  Petition  Read:  and  Voted  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Peti- 
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tion  be  Granted  in  the  tbllowing  manner  viz  :  That  Capt.  Icabod  Roby 
M'' John  Sanhorn  and  Cap' Nathan iel  Ealy  be  a  Coniictee  to  Run  ^ 
mark  out  the  Boundary  Lines  Between  Exeter  old  Parrish  and  New- 
Market  and  Between  Exeter  Old  p.-,ish  And  Brentwood  and  that  they 
make  Return  oftheire  doing  therein  &  present  a  Plan  ot'the  Lines  they 
Run  how  thev-have  Markt  out  the  Boundarys  to  the  Genera!  Assembly- 
next  Thursday  if  the  Assembly  be  then  Sitting  (if  not)  then  on  the 
third  dav  of  the  Sitting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  at  their  next  Sessions, 
for  acceptance  and  that  all  the  Parrishes  aforesaid  shall  have  Liberty 
to  be  heard  (to  shew  Reason  if  any  they  have)  why  the  Lines  Shall 
not  be  Settled  Agreeable  to  the  Report  of  s''  Comittee  betbre  it  be  Con- 
firm.ed  bv  the  Gen  Court.  And  that  in  case  Mr.  John  Sanburn  i:  Capt. 
Ealy  or  Either  of  them  will  not  accept  &  go  with  Capt.  Roby  to  Run 
said"  Lines.  That  then  Capt.  Roby  Imploy  two  good  understnnding 
men  to  be  chaine  men  on  oath- to  go  with  hirr.  k  that  he  make  Return, 
as  aforesaid  the  Petitioners  paying  the  Charge. 

James  Je-Try  Cler.  Ass-- 

September  17,  174- 

In  Council  read  ^v  Concurred. 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 

Eodem  Die 

Assented  to  B.  Wentvvokth 


Petition  of  Afidrczv  Gihucji  and  otJiers. 
To  his  Excellency  Benning  AVentworth  Esqr.  Governour  and 

Commander  in  cheif  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of 

New  Hampshire  and  to  the  Hon  ■  '  his  Majesty's  Council  &; 

Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled 

Humbly  Sheweth  the  Subscribers  hereunto  Inhabitants  of 
the  Parish  of  Brintwood  having  for  some  years  past  Erected 
a  meeting  house  for  the  Public  worship  of  God  in  the  most 
Suitable  place  for  us  that  live  on  the  North  Side  of  the  river 
and  have  also  Carry'd  on  the  Publick  worship  in  it  at  our 
own  Cost  and  in  as  much  as  the  moving  said  house  or  our 
being  obliged  to  move  the  Same  or  pay  towards  the  Erecting 
a  New  Meeting  house  ftirther  up  into  said  Parish  would  be  a 
great  hardship  as  well  as  cost  unto  us  Several  of  us  Living 
two  miles  &  upwards  from  the  present  meeting  house,  Where- 
fore we  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and  this  hon  Court 
vyill  in  your  Great  V,'isdom  take  our  Case  under  your  wise 
Consideration  and  Grant  us  Liberty  to  Continue  to  Cavrj-  on 
the  worship  of  God  in  the  present  meetinghouse  that  we  may 
be  free  iroixv  ail  charges  and  Duties  to  any  other  house  that 
Shall  be  built  and  that  i^e  may  be  set  ofl"  as  a  particular  Dis- 
trict with  such  other  priviledges  and  by  Such  boundaries  as 
your  Excellency  and  this  hon ''^  Court  in  your  Great  wisdom 
shall  see  meet  to  Grant  us.  And  your  PetiLioners  as  in  Duty 
Bound  Shall  ever  pray  i:c. 

Dated  at  Brintwood  Nov'  iS"*^  ^742- 
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AaJic-iv  G'.'i'.nan  John  Geor2;e 

Nicholas  Dudley  Jeremiah  Bean 

Timothv  Leavif  Jonathan  Thing- 

Daniel  Wornial!  Samuel  Smith 

Banyaman  Oilman  John  Mor^in 

Jonathan  Oilman  Edward  Colcord  Jr. 

Samuel  Ste\"ens  Nicklous  Dudlej.'.  Juner 

Jmereh  Oilman  John  Quimby 

Thomas  Mudifet  Jonathan  Dudlev 

Samuel  Edgerly  Haley  Ste\'en^ 

Humphrey  Wilson  •  Sarah  Gorden 

Stephen  Lea->'it  John  Leavitt 

Tho*  Dudiey  Junr.  Jo?hiu\  Bean 

Nicklous  Smeth  Ithiel  Clifford 

Darby  Kal'y  Mavrick  Oilman 

Will "  Bea:i  Jonathan  Steven-  ? 

Ed'.vard  Colco.-d  Antipa-  Oilman 

Edward  Thinu'  Masey  Dudley 

Andrew  Donner  Samuel  Dudle_\'  Jun. 

John  Mudg'et  Matlie^  Bean 

Moses  Jewett  John  Odlen  Jun. 

Josiah  Thing       .  John  Qjaimbe  Jun. 

John  Dudley 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  i74-- 

the  within  Petition  Read  and  Voted  that  tlie  Petitioners  (at  their  own 
costal  .serve  the  vSelectmen  o*-"  B.rentwood  with  a  Ccppy  of  thi.-,  Petition 
and  tiie  votes  thereon  and  y"  they  appeare  the  3'  day  01  the  Sitting  of 
the  Gen'  Ass  '  after  the  -"■■  dav  of  December  next  to  sl-,ew  cause  (if 
any  tliey  ha\'e;  wiiy  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  may  not  be  granted 

Jame?  Jet^Vy  Cle   Ass''' 
Prov.  N.  Ham.p — 
Nov.  23''  1742 
tlie  above-  voce  ot  the  House  read  A:  Concurred 
Theod  Atkinson  Secy. 

Prov  New  1  ».. 
II  S  Nov.  24"  1743 

Hamp        (  T       /-TO 

Assented  to  B.  Wextworth 

In  the  Hou>e  of  Representatives  May  the  ::4'    1743 

the  within  Petirion  and  their  opponents  heard  b^-  their  Council  the 
House  having  Considered  thereof.  Voted  That  this  Petition  and  also  a 
Petition  signed  Joseph  Thing  tSc  Peter  Thing  ^:  ten  others  Desiring  to 
be  admitted  to  Joyne  with  the  within  Petitioners  be  both  Dismissed 

James  Jeffry  Cler  Ass"' 


Brint-juood  to  fay  Prov  Tax  to  Exeter. 
Whereas  the  new  psish  of  Brentwood  in  the  Town  of  Exeter  has 
been  Set  oif  from,  the  old  Town  of  Exeter  Since  the  Proportioning  the 
Towns  ice.  in  this  Province  has  been  made — And  the  Warrant  from  the 
Treasurer  came  directed  to  the  Select  men  of  Exeter  for  the  Prov.  Tax 
w  '  Included  the  Poles  i:  Estates  of  those  persons  &  Estates  in  Brent- 
wood and  since  they  have  been  sett  oti"  they  Refuse  to  pay  Exeter  Con- 
stables their  Proportion  of  the  Prov  Tax  which  is  like  to  cause  a  dif- 
ference between,  the  Town  and  parrish — For  prevention  whereof  Voted 
That  the  Poles  v%:   Esiuie-^   belonging   to  said  psish  of  Brentwood  pay 
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the'r  Frop'^rrion  of  rhe  Provir.ce  Tax  2.s  they  arc  already  A.-sesed  b\- 
the  Select  men  of  Exeter  for  the  Present  yeare,  To  the  Constables  who 
have  the  Warrants  to  collect  the  £ame  and  for  the  future  that  Brent- 
wood Joyn  with  the  Town  of  Exeter  in  making  their  Province  Rates 
till  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Gen'  Assembly  and  that  an  act  be  drawn 
up  accordingly. 

James  JctTry  Cler  Ass*" 
25-9^1:  mo  1742 
In  Council  Nov  25'''  1742 
read  A:  concurrd 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy 
Eodem  Die 

Assented  £0  B.  Wentworth 


Copy  of  a  report  of  a  Comitiec  ab'-  Brintvjood  meeting 
House. 

Prov^  New   ]      Persuant  to  an  act  of  the  Gen'   Court  Bareing   Date 

hamp-  I  the  26''"'  Day  of  June  1742. 
Portsm"  Feb  j  Wee  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  by  s'^  act  as  a 
I*'  174^-3  J  Committee  to  Survey  and  View  the  parrishof  Brintwood 
in  the  Town  Ship  of  Exeter  in  the  province  aforesaid  To  See  where, 
the  Most  convenient  and  Comodious  place  is  for  the  Erecting  of  a 
Meeting  house  for  the  acccrr.idation  of  i±-o  aforesaid  parrish,  according 
to  the  power  and  autliority  given  us  by  the  ai'oresaid  act  Wee  have 
▼  eiwed  all  pirts  of  said  parrish  as  was  shew'd  by  tiie  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  Vote  of  the  pr.rrish  aforesaid  to  attend  and  shew  us  the 
Several  parts  of  said  parrish  and  Inhabitants.  Wee  doe  therefore  ad- 
judge iV  Determine  that  a  Certain  peice  of  Land  call'd  or  known  by  the 
Name  of  Cant.  James  Levitts  Lott  that  Lyes  upon  the  North  >ide  of 
the  Road  or  high  way  that  Leads  from  Deer  hill  mill  to  Crawlys  Falls 
Mill  upon  the  Westerly  side  of  the  Gully  att  the  Easterly  Corner  of 
said  Lott  is  the  most  convenient  place  according  to  the  best  of  our 
judgin"'  and  shall  be  the  spott  for  the  setting  the  meeting  house  on, 
Which  v.'ce  give  as  our  Judgm.'  and  Decermination  under  our  hands 
the  Day  above  Saitl 

John  Downing  \ 

Geo.  Walton  '>  Comittee 

Jonathan  Thompson  j 
At  a  Legal  parish  meeting  held  at  Brintwood  on  Monday  February 
the  19  1742-5  Voted  Mr.  timothy  Leavitt  moderator  of  s'  meeting  at 
the  «ame  meeting  it  was  voted  that  Jeremiah  Bean  liC  Joseph- Leavit  be 
chosen  to  agree  with  the  man  that  owns  the  Land  where  the  Commit- 
tee hath  Determin'd  a  place  for  a  meeting  house  in  s'-'  parish  ic  also  to 
take  a  Deed  of  s''  Land  for  the  use  of  the  parish  of  the  afores^  man  If 
he  see  fit  to  give  a  deed  at  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  that  John 
Roberd<  John  Marsh  Jeremiaii  Rowe  James  Roberdson  Daniel  Sand- 
burn  be  Chosen  a  Committee  to  Imply  men  to  procure  timber  for  a 
meeting  hou^e  in  s''  parish  'ic  all  other  Stutf  that  is  necessary  for  build- 
ing s<i  house  in  s^  parish,  at  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  that  the 
meeting  house  in  s''  parish  be  builded  by  way  of  Rate  sixty  feet  longiSi 
forty  teet  wide,  at  the  same  meeting  voted  that  the  same  Committee 
have  power  to  agree  with  Carpenders  cSc  other  Labouring  men  in  s"^ 
parish  to  build  the  frame  of  the  s'^  meeting  house  upon  the  lot  that  the 
said    committee    hath  appointed  for  setting  said  house,   at    the  same 
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meeting  voted  that  the  frame  of  .said  meeting  hou-e  be  Compleated 
%vorkmrin  Like  fit  to  Raise  by  tiie  tenth  day  of  June  next  Insuing, 
at  the  s.inie  meeting  voned  that  Every  Labouring  man  A:  yoake  of 
oxen  have  Seven  Shillings  pr.  day  Eacli  ^:  find  himself  for  ever\  days 
work  he  is  out  about  s'^  fratne  or  house. 
A  true  Copy  taken  out  01'  Brintwood  parish  Record 

Attest  Joseph  Leavit  parish  Clerk. 


yoint  Petition^  d'C. 
Province  of     1^ 
New   Hanipshirj 

To  His  Excellency  Beunliig  Weatvvorth  Esqr.  Captain  Gen- 
eral and  Governour  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  aforesaid.  To  his  Majesties  Councill  and 
house  of  Representati\-es  in  General  assembly  Convened. 
Whereas  there  is  a  Petition  of  xA.ndre\v  Gilman  and  others 
now  lying  before  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon  Court  Pray- 
ing that  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'"'  Court  will  in  vour 
great  Wisdom  take  their  Case  under  your  wise  Consideration 
and  Grant  them  Liberty  to  Continue  to  Carry  on  the  Worship 
of  God  in  the  Present  Meeting  house  that 'they  mav  be  free 
from  all  charges  and  Duties  to  any  other  house"^ that 'shall  be 
built  and  that  they  may  be  set  oiF  as  a  Perticular  District  with 
Such  other  Priviledges  and  by  Such  Boundaries  as  your  Ex- 
cellency and  this  Hon'  Court  in  your  Great  Wisdom  Shall 
see  meet  to  Grant  them.  To  which  said  Petition  our  names 
are  not  affixed  and  we  being  Freeholders  or  Inhabitants  within 
the  Parish  of  Brintwood  and  are  Desireous  to  have  the  Prayer 
of  the  said  Petition  Granted  (if  Consistant  with  vour  Excel- 
lencys  &  your  honours  Pleasure)  Do  Earnestly  pray  that  we 
may  be  Received  as  Joynt  Petitioners  with  them  and  Deemed 
as  Such-  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever 
pray  &c. 

Dated  at  Brintwood  May  to'     1743 
Sameuel  Thing  John  Holan 

Nicolas  Gordon  Calep  Brown 

Joseph  Thing  Ebenezer  Towie 

Nath-  Webster  Daniel  Quimbe 

Jona  Dudlev  Joseph  Thing  Jan. 

Joseph  Hoghit  Peter  Thing 
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Province   of     | 
No-.'-  H..:;;;-h:re  i 

To  his  Excellency  B  Wintwoith  Ebqr.  Capt.  Governor  in  and 
o\  ei'  his  aiaj     "  Provence  New  hampshiie.     To   his   maj     ~ 
Council    and   house   of    represent        in    General   Assembly 
Convened. 

Whereas  there  [is]  a  Petition  of  Andrew  Gilman  and  oth- 
■ers  now  Lvin;^  before  your  Excelency  and  the  Hon  '  Coun- 
cil Praving-  tSic  &  Bearing  Date  Desember  the  lo  17-I3  to 
which  our  names  are  not  in  Inffixed  &  we  being  Free  holders 
or  Inhabitants  within  the  Parish  of  Brintwoodand  are  Desire- 
ous  to  have  the  Pravers  of  the  s  ■  Petition  Granted  if  Consist- 
ant  with  \our  Excellency  and  your  Hon'"'  Council  and  house 
-of  represent  ~  Prav  that  we  may  be  Rec'd  as  Joynt  Petition- 
ers witii  th.em  and  Deemed  as  such  Sc  your  Pititioners  as  in 
Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray 

John  Leavitt  Mav'^  Oilman 

Ithiel  Clilord  Noclos  Smith 


Province  o(      \ 
Is'cvv-  Kampshire  j 

To  His  Exceilencv  Benning  Wentworth  Esqr.  Governor  and 
Commuauer  in  cheif  In  and  over  His  majesiies  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  And  to  the  Hon  '  His  2\Iajesties  Councill 
and  Plouse  of  Representatives  In  General  Court  Assem- 
bled. 

Humbly  Shews  The  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish 
of  Brinrwood  in  the  Province  aforesaid  That  tliey  having  at 
their  own  Cost  and  Charge  Erected  a  house  for  the  Publick 
Worship  of  God  in  said  Parish-  Do  Therefore  Humbly  Re- 
quest your  Excellency  and  The  Hon  '  Court  To  Enable  us 
by  an  act  of  the  Hon'^  Court  To  Poll  off  ourselves  our  Fami- 
lys  and  Estates  and  such  others  as  shall  Think  meet  to  Joyn 
with  us  in  Carrying  on  the  Publick  Worship  in  said  house 
And  that  they  may  be  Exempt  from  Charge  towards  Support- 
ing anv  other  house  or  iSlinister  in  said  Parish  besides  their 
own.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  ever  Pray. 
Dated  December  lo"    1743 

Andrew  Gilman  Wido  Mare  Dudley 

Daniel  Wormall  Widow  Sarah  Gorden 

Benj'-  Gilman  Jos iah  Thin •:j 

Nicolas  Dudley  Timothy  Leavitt 

Nico'a«  Dudley  Junr.  Thoma-.  Flander^s 

Sam.uel  Sr.e\en?  John  Von^^e 

Jerein"  Gilman  Edward  Colcord 

Jonthan  Gilman  John  Dudle_% 

ilaley  Steven.^  Stephen  Leavitt 
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Edward  Thing  John  Holon 

Daniel  ('^.umbe  Martha  Been 

Humph fc^-  ^Vilson  JoTiathan  Mod^^et 

Jonathan  C^iimbe  Joshua  Been 

Samuel  Dudley  John  Morgon  Junr. 

Samuel  Smith  Darbe  Keiy 

Jeremiah  Bean  Jonathan  Thing 

Samuel  Edgerly  Antipas  Gilman 

Caleb  Brown    '  Joseph  Hoit 

In  the  Hou-e  of  Representatives  X''  the  15'^  1743 

The  above  Petition  Read  and  Voted  tliat  the  Petitioners  at  their 
proper  Ccit  ^Sc  Charge  Serve  the  Select  men  ot"  Exe'  and  the  Select 
men  of  Brentwood  with  a  Coppy  of  the  Petition-  and  Votes  thereon- 
to  appeare  the  third  day  of  the  Sitting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next  to  show  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  Prayer 
of  the  Pethion  may  not  be  granted 

James  Jeffrey  Cier.  Ass'" 

In  Council  Eodem  Die 

read  ^V  non  :oncurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec. 

And  voted  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  and  that  any 
Rateable  Person  or  Persons  that  are  now  Inhabitants  within  the  s<i 
Parish  of  Erintwood  may  Joyn  with  the  Petitioners  Provided  they  en- 
ter their  name  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Parish  on  or  before  the  25- •  Day 
of  Feb":-'  next  i:  that  any  Person  that  shall  settle  in  thes''  Parish  within 
Three  years  may  alsoe  have  the  Liberty  of  Joyning  w-ith  the  Petition- 
ers by  Entring  their  names  with  the  Clerk  of  that  Parish  and  that  an 
act  be  Drawn  up  accordingly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Secy. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Xr  16'^  1743 

the  above  vote  of  Councill  Read  is:  non  concurred  &  Voted  Tliat  the 
Petitioners  at  iheir  proper  Cost  and  charge  Serve  the  Select  men  of 
Brentwood  with  a  Coppy  of  this  Petition  and  the  Vote'^  thereon,  to  ap- 
peare  the  week  atter  nex't  (if  the  Gen''  Ass''  be  then  sitting)  if  not  then 
to  appeare  the  third  day  of  the  Sitting  of  the  Gen.  Ass-"  after  that 
time  to  shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  may  not  be  granted- 

James  JetYry  Cler.  Ass'" 

Dec  17''^  1743. 

In  Council  Read  «.\:  Concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec 

Eodem  Die 

Assented  to  B.  Went-vvorth 

In  the  House  of  Repre-en' "^  Xr  30=''   1743 

the  Petitioners  and  the  Respond-''  heard  a;  the  Hou&e  having  Con- 
sidered thereof  Voted  That  the  Said  Per'  be  Dismist 

James  Jeffrey  Cler.  Ass'" 


Remonstrance^  i&c. 

Province  of  ) 

New  Hamp'  j 

To  His  Excellencv  Benning  Wentworch  Esqr.  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Cliief  in  and  over  his  Maj- ■'  Province  of 
New  Hamp'^  And  to  the  Hon''"  his  Maj'"  Councill  And 
House  of  Representatives  In  General  Court  Assembled. 


TOWN    PAPERS EXETER. 


'/J 


We  the  Subscribers  Inhabl'Lants  of  the  Parish  of  Brentwood 
in  the  Province  aforesaid  Having-  been  Served  with  a  Copia 
of  a  Petition  of  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  said  Brentwood 
Dated  Dec  lo"'  1743  who  have  Petitioned  this  Hon'"-'  Court 
to  enable  them  by  an  act  of  s''  Court  to  Poll  off  themselves  & 
families  and  Estiats  &  such  others  as  shall  think  meet  to  Joyn 
with  them  in  carjving-  on  the  Publick  Worship  of  God  at  a 
certain  house  thev  have  errected  in  s'  Parrish  at  their  own 
Cost  and  Charge-  And  beinc^  sei"ved  with  the  Votes  on  s'' 
Petition  &  to  appear  in  s-  Court  to  show  Cause  why  the 
Prayer  of  the  s'  Petition  may  not  be  granted  our  Reasons 
why  said  Petition  may  not  be  granted  are  as  followeth. 

I-*  If  their  Petition  should  be  granted  it  would  be  very  dis- 
tnictive  both  to  them  &  us  Neither  of  us  being  able  to  Pay 
the  Publick  &  Private  charges  Nessisarily  .Vrising  in  $■  Par- 
ish the  which  we  should  be  able  to  Do  should  the  Parish  & 
Inhabitants  l)e  Kept  together. 

2'-  Should  their  Petition  be  granted  It  would  Put  the  Par- 
ish to  More  confusion  and  Diticulty  about  seting  the  Zvleetiag 
houses  than  ever  has  been  yet  iS:  besides  should  their  Request 
be  granted  there  are  many  families  in  s'  Parisii  as  they  say 
v/hich  lives  convenient  topoll  on' some  to  Kingston  &  some  to 
Epping  for  the  benefit  of  going  to  meeting  which  purpose  to 
petition  s    Court  to  poll  orf  also  If  this  Petition  be  granted. 

3  '  Inasmuch  as  that  after  three  of  the  Gentleman  who 
were  appointed  in  the  Charter  for  s'  Parish  to  State  the  place 
where  y-  m.eeting  house  should  Stand  had  appointed  the 
place  there  v,-as  a  unanimous  Vote  in  s*^  Parish  at  a  legal  Par- 
ish Meeting  to  build  a  meeting  house  on  the  spot  appointed  by 
s*  gentlen-icn  Sc  then  chose  a  Com''-  to  take  care  ,5c  to  build  s'^ 
house  which  Committee  agreed  with  men  to  build  it  at  the 
Parish's  Cost  &  it  is  now  framed  Ready  to  be  Raised  but  the 
Present  Selectmen  Refusing  to  Raise  ^loney  by  way  of  Rate 
to  pay  the  charge  the  men  that  did  the  work  Kept  out  of  there 
honest  due.  And  they  Petition^"  as  we  Suppose  think  to  Escape 
paying  tlieir  part  of  the  charge  towards  building  s'^  meeting 
house  bv  tliere  Polling  off  And  several  of  them  being  of  the 
first  Petitioners  for  s*"-  Parish. 

We  hope  that  by  these  objections  and  What  may  be  further 
offered  on  in  gen-  your  Honours  Will  Pleas  to  deny  there  Re- 
quest. And  that  and  End  May  be  speedily  put  to  our  long 
troubles  we  labour  under. 

Dated  Dec""  26'''   1743. 
Johrx  Roberds  Biley  Harde 

John  Marsh  Nicklas  Gordon 

Nath-  Folsham  Jedediah  Prescutt 

Benjamin  Fifield  James  Ycung 

John  Brown  Thomas  Cording 

18 
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J  ■rc-r-h.h  Deur,  >;.:i.  Joau.tiian  .SmiLh 

Moses  Fifield  Benjamin  R.ogers 

Williman  Graves  Thomas  Critchett 

Jcames  Ro?jinson  Isaac  Cleiibrd 

Hanary  Marsh  Jacob  Hobs 

John  Folsham  Joel  Judkins 

David  Bean  Jehial  Smith 

Benjamin  Veazey  Zcchriah  Judlcins 

John  Roberds  Jun.  Samuel  Rogers    ? 

Baniman  Roburds  Robert  Young 

Ezekiel  Smith  Ambros  Hinds 

Robert  Brown  Charles  Young 

Job  Keniston  John  James 

James  Dudley  Jun.  Nichelas  Dolloft" 

Daniel  Sanborn  Jeremiah  Row 

Geog  Robt :  i  John  jNIudget 

Elisha  Sainborn  Jonathan  Robinson 

Joseph  Leavitt  Jonathan  Talen  ? 

Daniel  Gordon  Samuel  Young 

Daniel  Giles  John  Bean 

Daniel  Giles  Jun  Benj'*  Scribner 

John  Giles  Joseph  Moody 

David  Smith    .  Edmund  Roberts 

Jeames  Marsh  Nicholas  Gordon  Jun. 
Bilev  Lvford 


VOLUME  III. 

EXETER  TO  JEFFERSON. 


EXETER— (continued) . 

Petition  cj  Af/dreiu  Gilvian  and  others  about  a  viecting- 

house^  1743* 

To  His   Excellency  Benning  Vventworth  Esq.  Governour  and 

Commander  in  Chiet  in  and  over  His  Majesties  Province  of 

New  Humpshire- 
And  to  the  Hon'-*'  his  ^vlajesties  Councill  and  Representatives 

In  Generall  Court  assembled — 

We  the  subscribers  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Northerly  part  of  tlae  Parish  of  Brintwood  in  rhe  Province 
aforesaid  Do  Humbly  Crave  Leave  of  your  Excellency  and 
honours  to  Lay  this  our  Humble  Remonstrance  of  our  Dis- 
tressed Circumstances  before  your  Excellency  and  honours  as 
follows  Viz  : 

Many  of  us  Living  four  or  five  miles  Distant  from  Exeter 
Meeting  house  have  Attended  the  Publick  Worship  of  God  at 
that  h.ouse  for  many  years  past  with  Great  difficulty  and  our 
families  Eacrea^ing  made  it  much  more  Difficult  Especially 
in  the  Winter  Spring  &  Fall  of  the  year — 

Wherefore  about  eight  years  ago  we  with  several  of  the 
Southerly  part  of  said  Parish  Erected  a  house  for  the  Publick 
worship  of  God  in  the  most  suitable  place  as  they  thought. 
and  we  Now  do  think  to  carry  on  the  Publick  Worship  in  and 
accordingly  at  our  own  Charge  have  carry'd  on  the  same  in 
the  winter.  Spring  and  fall  of  the  year  ever  since  as  we  had 
for  four  years  or  thereabouts  before  Erecting  said  house  car- 
ry'd on  the  Publick  Worship  in  a  Private  house  Standing  near 
our  Present  }\Ieeting  house — 

And  about  Last  February  was  twelve  month  the  Freeholders 
&  Inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  part  of  Brintvv^ood  aforesaid 
Petitioned  the  Town  of  Exeter  aforesaid  to  be  sett  off  as  a 
Parish  Contrary'  to  the  will  and  Desire  of  most  of  us,  and 
said  Town  of  Exeter  Granted  their  said  Petition  Not  with 
standing  many  of  us  Dissented  therefrom.  And  their  said 
Petition  being  granted  they  afterwards  Apply'd  to  your  Excel- 
lency and  honours  for  a  Charter  for  said  Parish  which  was 
Granted  them  Contrary  to  our  Desire  and  Greatly  to  our  hurt- 
And  we  aho  havinif  Earncstiv  Pelition'd   vour   Excellency  &; 
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honours  that  we  might  be  Permitted  to  Continue  to  Carry  on 
the  Puhlick  worship  of  God  in  our  said  house  and  to  be  setoff" 
b-»  such  Boundaries  as  your  Excellency  &  honours  should 
think  meet  and  be  Exempted  from  all  Charge  towards  the 
meeting  house  and  ministry  in  tlie  Southerly  Part  of  said  Par- 
ish &c  :  as  by  our  Petition  Lying  before  your  Excellency  and 
Honours  in  your  hon'^'  '  Court  may  appear  which  Petition  the 
hon""-'  House  of  Representatives  have  seen  meet  to  Dismiss- 
And  also  your  Excellency  &  honours  having  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee of  tour  Gentlemen  two  out  of  Each  house  to  prefix  the 
place  where  the  meeting  house  ought  to  Stand — Tlu'ee  of  said 
Gentlemen  have  been  and  made  return,  but  is  accounted  voy'd 
by  vour  Excellency  &  honours,  For  that  the  Conimittee  Did 
not  all  joyn  in  tlieir  Returne  and  for  which  Reason  our  Peti- 
tion was  also  Dismisst.  wherefore  our  Case  at  Present  seems 
verv  hard  and  DitHcult  v.'e  having  been  at  such  cost  to  Erect 
our  said  house  and  to  ^Maintain  Preaching  in  it  hitherto,  and 
the  minister  also  who  hath  hitherto  Preached  to  us  being  at 
our  Earnest  De'iire  willing  to  Continue  with  us  in  tlie  Minis- 
try. If  y"^ur  Excellency  &  hoiiours  ^viii  in  your  great  wisdom 
take  this  our  Remonstrance  ol  our  Dinicult  (Circumstances  in 
our  Present  meeting  house  not  being  Establish'd  and  our  afore- 
said Petition  not  being  Granted  and  the  g:'cat  charges  and 
Difficulties  we  hitherto  have  ami  Still  do  Labour  under,  under 
your  Excellency  and  Honours  v/ise  consideration  and  be 
pleas'd  to  grant  us  Releif  herein  as  in  your  great  wisdom  you 
shall  see  meet  o: 

As  in  Duty  Bound  v/e  your  Excellencies   Si   honours   Most 
Obedient,  Humble  Servants  shall  Ever  Pray  &c- 
Dated  at  Brintwood  June  27 ''  Anno  Domini  1743. 

Andrew  Gili'ian  John  George 

Humphry  "Wiison  Edward  Thing 

Edward  "Colcord  Daniel  Qiiimby 

Nicholas  Dudley  Sarah  Gordon 

Antipas  Giiman  John  Leavltt 

Timothy  Leavitt  Saniuel  Stevens 

Beniamin  Gihnan  Joseph  Hoyt 

Samuel  EdQerley  Joshua  Been 

Samuel  Dudley'  John  Morgin 

Jonathan  Thing  John  Holon 

Stephen  Leavut  Zekil  Claford 

Josiah  Thing  Samuel  Smith 

Jonathan  Hadley  Daniel  Wormall 

Nicolas  Dudley  Jun  Marthy  Been 

Jeremiah  Bean  Haley  Srvens 

John  Dudly  Jeremy  Giiman.  Jun 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  i»'  1743. 

The  within  Petition  Read  &  Considered  on  vSc  Voted  That  Eleazer 
Russel  Esq  Mark  Langdon  Gen'  «S:  Mr.  Koah  Barker  of  Stratham  be  a 
comltee  to  Joyne  such  -is  tlie  Hf^n''^'  the  Council  sliall  appoint  to  go  to 
the  Pariiii  of  Brentwood  and  View  the  Situation  of  said   Parrish,  & 
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see  whether  it  will  be  most  convenient  for  the  Inhabitants  thereof  to  be 
Divid'Td  Into  two  Parrishes  or  whether  the  whole  shall  meet  at  the 
M-eiip.'T  House  already  Buiit  tor  some  Limited  time  or  to  Cunclr.de 
upon  some  other  method  that  they  shall  think  to  be  for  the  best  good 
of  the  said  n'ijh,  In  order  for  their  being  settled  in  Peace,  and  that 
thev  make  Report  to  the  Gen'   Ass™  the  third  day  of  the  sitting  of  the 


urenLW'juu  wilh  u  \^U|'p_\  wi  i.ui.->  x  ^^l  cv  i  ^'i..^.--  ^.h.^..  i..»v,_.  .».t.._.  *.v^v.... 
the  p"ish  of  these  proceedings  -  and  that  those  that  will  dispute  what 
is  acted  may  appeare  at  the  day  above  said. 

James  Jeffry  Cler''  Ass'''? 

Eodem  Die 

In  Council  read  Sc  concurrd  &  the  Above  s*   Com.ittee  hereby  estab- 
lished .S:  Impowerd  for  the  End  Above  s'- 
Theod.  Atkinson,  Secry 

Eodem  Die 

Assented  to.  B.  Wentworth. 


Petition  of  sundry  persons  in  Exeter  about  support  of  a 

Minister  amo7ig  themselves. — 1744- 

To  His  Excel'ency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.   Govornor  and 

Comiinder  in  Chief  in   and  over   his  Majesties   Province  of 

Nev>-  Han-.pshire  in  Council, 

Humbly  Sheweth.  Andrew  Oilman  Nicholas  Dudley  and 
Humphrv  Wilson,  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  North- 
crlv  part'of  the.Parrish  of  Brentwood  on  Behalf  of  themselves 
and  theire  distressed  Neighbours,  and  friends  Living  within 
the  Northerly  part  of  said^Parrish.  who  have  once  and  againe 
been  supplicating  v""  Excellency  with  the  other  branch  of  the 
General  Assembly  for  our  being  sett  off  from  the  other  part 
of  said  Parrisb,  and  that  wee  might  Injoy  the  libertv'  of  carry- 
ing on  the  Publick  Worship  of  God  in  our  present  JNIeeting 
House  free  from  anv  Charge  to  be  Laid  on  us  by  the  other 
part  of  Said  P'ish.  and  in  as  much  as  our  Grievances  Still  re- 
maine  unredrest,  and  fearing  the  daily  approches  of  Greater 
by  unreasonable  Taxes  &c — 

We  your  humble  Petitioners,  for  our  selves  and  our  dis- 
tressed Brethren  and  Neighbours,  would  therefore  humbly 
crave  Leave  from  v""  Excellencie  once  more  to  lay  our  dis- 
tressed circumstances  under  your  wise  consideration  and  hum- 
bly pray  that  vour  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  think  of  some 
speedv  way  to  set  us  oir'  from  ihe  other  part  of  said  Parish, 
and  from  the  charges  thereof.  That  we  may  still  continue  the 
Publick  Worship  of  God  in  our  own  Meeting  House,  and  not 
be  forced  to  go  to  the  Meeting  House,  which  some  of  the 
other  part-of  the  Parrish  would  have  us,  \vhich  we  could  not 
do  (in  time  of  war)  without  the  utmost  hazzard  of  the  Lives. 
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of  our  Selves  &■  Famillyes.  The  place  v.'here  their  meeting- 
House  is  propos'd  to  be  sett,  belnj-  in  the  midst  of  a  Great 
Swamp,  and  verry  hazardous  and  also  difficult  to  go  to  either 
in  Spring  or  Fall  of  the  yeare —  We  your  humble  Petitioners 
most  humblv  leave  our  selves  and  our  distressed  circumstances 
to  the  Pittv  and  compassion  of  your  Kxceliency,  humbly  pray- 
ing your  Pitty  and  Compassion  and  the  hcareing  and  Granting 
this  our  Petition,  as  in  your  Wisdome  you  shall  see  most 
meet- 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 
Dated  May  26""-  1744. 

Andrew  Gilman 
Nicholas  Dudlev 
HuMPHRV  Wilson 
In  behalfe  of  the  rest  that  have  now  a   Petition  Iving  before 
the  Gen   Ass'- 


Petition  to  be  exempted  frofn  support  oj  a  mi)iister  not 
of  tJieir  choice. 
1744  To  His  E>:cellenc\' Benning  Wentworth  Esq.  Governor 
and  Comander  In  Cheif  in  and  over  his  ^Majesties 
Province  of  New  ILunp.sh'"  "ic,  and  to  the  Hon"'* 
His  Majesties  Counciil  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Generall  Assembly  Conven'd — 

The  Humble  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  freeholders  and 
other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Exeter,  Humbly  Sheweth 
that  att  the  Annuall  ^Meeting  held  in  Exeter  in  tlie  vear  1743  : 
The  Town  did  att  s"  fleeting  proceed  (in  a  hasty  and  resolute 
x^fannei  a<  wee  Conceive  contrary  to  the  mind  of  most  of  your 
Petitioners  vrho  tinielv  eaterd  their  dissents)  to  chuse  a  Com- 
ittee,  Absolutely  to  agree  with,  and  Settle  Mr  Woodbridge 
Odlin  as  a  CoUe-ague  with  his  father  in  the  Ministry  which 
was  effected  bv  s '  Comittee.  and  the  Gentleman  soon  settled  ; 
which  being  very  greivous  to  us  &  wee  most  of  us  apprehend- 
ing that  neither  ^vee  nor  our  households  would  be  likely  to 
proffit  under  his  Ministry  therefore  could  not  receive  him  as  our 
minister  and  have  for  our  own  and  households  Spirituall  Editi- 
cation  supported  a  Gospell  Minister  to  preach  to  us  upwards 
of  a  year,  and  have  been  Obliged  to  pay  our  proportion  tov/ard 
the  Settlement,  and  Salarv  of  S' Gentleman,  notwithstanding: 
and  as  most  oi  us  have  tho't  it  our  duty  so  to  do,  wee  still  look 
upon  it  our  dutv  for  our  own,  and  our  households  &  others 
Spirituall  Ediiication  to  settle  a  Gospell  Minister  amongst  us 
and  in  order  thereto  have  erected  a  meeting  House  for  the 
Publick  v.tjrship  of  God  att  our  o<;\\  cost,  and  having  already 
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liiaue  applicauon  to  the  town  for  releif,  but  thev  grantino-  o 
us  none:  wee  tho't  it  our  dnt}- to  make  application  to  this 
Hon^--  Court  for  relief,  therefore  wee  humblv  prav  that  your 
Excellency,  and  Hon''  will  take  our  case  under  vour  wise  con- 
sideration, and  grant  us  relief  in  the  following"  manner  Viz. 
by  exempting  us  our  households  and  Estates,  and  all  those 
persons  and  familys  with  their  Estates,  whose  hearts  the  Lord 
shall  Incline  to  join  with  us.  within  a  limmited  time  to  be 
prefixt  by  your  Excellency,  and  your  Honours  from  j^aying 
any  thing  to  the  further  support  of  the  now  settled  ministers, 
or  those  that  may  Succeed  them  ;  provided  wee  support  a 
Gospell  Minister  amongst  ourselves  :  or  to  grant  us  relief  in 
any  other  way  that  you  in  your  great  Wisdom  shall  think  best ; 
And  if  your  Excellency  and  Hon"'  should  think  it  reasonable 
That  wee  have  some  allowance  made  us  for  the  monev  wee 
have  already  paid,  toward  the  settlement  and  support' of  s"^ 
Gentieman,  and  your  petitiontrs  as  in  dutv  bound  shall  ever 
pray  &c-  .   " 

Exeter  July  rS'-'  1744. 
John  Lord  Thomas  Lord 

Sam  '  Giiman  Samuel  Noris 

Neherniah  G;hnaii  Nich' Giiman,   Jr 

Daniel  Smith  Thomas  Dean 

Josiah  Gihran  Abna;  Tiiustin 

Danie!  Tiling  "  Moses  Swett 

Benj' Thing  P.obert  Lights 

Jonathan  Giiman  Sam'  Giiman.  Jr 

John  Leavitt  John  Dean 

Wadleigh  Cram  Richard  Smith 

Daniel  Giiman  Nicholas  Gordin 

Josiah  Ladd  Jonathan  Giiman,   Tr 

Dudley  James  John  Light 

James"  Dudley  Stephen'Thing 

Peter  Giiman  Jeremiah  Bean 

Daniel  FoI<om  Richard  Sm.ith.  Jr 

Trueworthv  Giiman  John  Looge.    [un 

Moses  Giiman.  Jun  John  Haines  ' 

John  Giiman  3"'  Eben"  Sinkler 

Samuel!  Dalloff  Jon^  Young 

Jon"  Judgskins  Benjamin  Larv 

Charles  Rundlet  True  Dudley  ' 

John  Sloper  Joshep  Smith 

James  Thosten  Abner  Dollof 

John  Dudley  George  Dutch 

Theophilus  Smith  Joshua  Foulsham 

John  Phillips  John  Robinson.  Jun 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  ly"'*  1744. 

The  within  Petition,  Read,  and  Voted  that  the  Petitioners  at  their 
own  cost  and  Charge  Serve  the  Selectmen  of  the  Old  Town  of  Exeter 
■with  a  Coppy  of  this  Petition,  and  the  Votes  thereon,  That  the  said 
Selectmen  may  call  the  said  Town  togeather  to  choose  Agents  (if  they 
see  cause)  to  appear  the  second  dav  ot  the  sitting  of  the  General  As^-- 
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aftdj-  tut;  L:i.^t  day  ot"  July  curr-  to  shew  Cause  (if  any  they  have)  why 
the  Prayer  of  tht  Petition  may  not  be  Granted. 

Jame.s  Jeffry,  Cler.  Ass"" 

In  Council  July  .:o"  1744- 
read  CJC  Concurred 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secry. 

Eod>«  Die- 
Assented  to-  B.  Wextworth. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders   and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Exeter  holden  at  the  town  house  in  Exeter 
July  30'''  1744, 

Voted,  ^Iaj'  Nich'  Gilman  mod'-'''  of  said  meeting 

Voted,  that  their  be  agents  chosen  to  Repersent  the  town  in  General 
Court  or  Assembly 

Voted  That  M'  Nich"  Peryman,  Mr  James  Gihnan  &  Zebulon  Gid- 
ding  be  agents  for  that  end 

^'ot^d  That  tliey  or  either  of  tiiem  to  appear  in  General  Court  at  the 
next  sating  to  shue  cause  why  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  this  Town 
should  liot  be  Granted  and  to  Defend  tb.e  town  against  the  same- 

A  Copy-  Zebulon  Giddinge,  Town  Clerk. 


Ag'reemcrtt  of  parties. 
October  y"  15''"  1744. 

Acording  To  the  advice  of  His  Excelencey  we  a  number  of  Booth 
Peartie  in  the  Parish  of  Brint^vood  have  Descorsed  on  our  afair  Con- 
searning  an  agreement- 

And  the  upper  People  Desire  stell  to  standby  the  first  Act  in  making 
the  Parish.     N'otwithstanding  they  whose  Xames  are  under  written  are 
willing  Rather  than  to  be  devided  tb.at  the  meeting  house  should  be  sit 
by  way  oi  Rate  Viz,     As  Near  the  Senter  of  the  width  of  the   Parich 
on  the  Middle  Rode  as  m.ay  be  and  as  Near  the  Botim  Line  as  that  one 
half  the  monev  according  to  the   Rate  this  year  shall  be  Raised  Above 
it- 
Reuben  Smith  Elisha  Samborn 
Benj''  Veasey  Benj-"-  Fitield 
James  Young                                           Daniel  bamborn 
Jerem.iah  Bean                                        John  Roberts 
Jon-'  Robinson                                        Jerr-  Rowc 
James  Robinson  Mo.-es  Jewet 


Petition  in  Ans^vcr  to  that  praying"  for  exemptio72,  &€. 

To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth.  Esq''  Governor  and 

Connmander  in  Cheif  in  and  over  Plis  Majestv's  Province  of 

New  Hampshire,  and  to  the  Hon'"''  his  jNIajestys  Council  & 

House  of  Representatives  in  General]  Assembly  Convened- 

The  Agents  for  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 

of  Exeter  in  the  Province  aforesaid  Legally  Chosen  at  their 

meeting  he'd  at  Exeter  aforesaid  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  July 
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1744  to  make  answer  to  and  Shew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  ot' 
the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Exeter-  Prefeared  to  your  Excellency 
and  this  hon''^"  Court  (on  the  i8'''  day  of  Jidy  1744-)  may  not 
be  Granted. 

y        .-     .  The  said  Petitioners  have  been  Guilty  of  a  verv 

P  Great  Mistake  in  setting  forth  in  their  Petition  the 

Hasty  &  Resolute  manner  (as  they  conceiv'd)  of  chuslng  a 
committee  absolutely  to  agree  with  and  Settle  M'  Woodbridge 
Odlin  as  a  Colleague  with  his  Father  in  the  Afinistry,  which 
they  Say  was  Etiected  by  Said  Committee  and  the  Gentleman 
Soon  Settled —  We  rlumbly  Crave  Leave  to  Reply  and  Say 
that  the  said  meeting  (being  on  the  2S'"  day  of  ]March  1743.) 
was  carried  on  by  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  (Except- 
ing the  Petitioners)  in  as  Moderate  &  Deliberate  a  manner  as 
annual  meetings  have  been  usually  carry'd  on  in,  and  the 
choice  of  the  said  Committee  was  made  after  a  mature  consid- 
eration and  Deliberation  of  the  Voters  then  Present  (as  we 
apprehend)  by  a  very  Great  Majorit}'  and  sometime  after  one 
of  the  said  committee  (viz)  Mr  Benjamin  Thing  refusing  to 
act  and  the  others  not  thinking  it  Safe  to  act  without  him  (be- 
ing chosen  to  Act  Jovntly)  upon  their  Representation  of  it  to 
tlie  Selectmen  of  said  Town  another  Tov/n  meeting  was  called 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  then  next  to  see  if  the  Town 
would  proceed  in  Chusing  another  in  his  room  or  give  power 
to  the  Remainder  of  the  said  Committee  or  the  ■^vlajor  part  of 
them  to  act  in  the  Premisses — At  which  meeting  after  Due 
consideration  of  the.  Voters  then  Present  they  Voted  that  the 
Remainder  of  the  said  committee  or  the  Major  part  of  them 
should  have  full  pov.'er  to  act  in  and  about  the  Premises  :  And 
the  Gentleman  was  not  ordain'd  untill  the  Twenty  Eighth  of 
September  following  Waiting  that  time  in  hopes  that  many 
of  the  Principal  men  of  the  Now  Petitioners  would  have  been 
ReconciTd  to  the  Gentleman  whom  they  by  their  request,  with 
Sundry  others  on  the  4* '■  of  January  i  741  by  a  paper  under 
their  hands  approv'd  of  and  Pray'd  his  assistance  with  his 
hon*-^  Father  in  the  ministry  and  thereby  prevail'd  with  him  to 
refuse  a  call  that  was  about  to  be  n-ade  him  at  the  Town  of 
Biddeford,  where  he  had  for  some  time  preached  to  the  Great 
Satisfaction  of  that  People,  and  also  at  many  other  Places  as 
well  as  in  our  Town  too  well  known  to  be  Denied  by  the  Pe- 
titioners, and  his  Life  and  Doctrine  being  agreeable  To  us  the 
Town  Proceeded  as  before — And  what  moved  many  of  the 
Petitioners  to  be  prejudiced  against  him  we  know  not. —  For 
at  the  ordination  there  were  Twelve  Churches  by  their  Elders 
and  Delegates  Call'd  to  advise  and  Assist  in  the  ordinanon  be- 
fore  whom    many  of  the   now  Petitioners   made  their  Objec- 
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tions  in  vviiting  agulust  their  Proceeding  to  said  Ordination 
and  were  Patiently  heard  by  the  said  Elders  and  Delegates, 
who  after  serious  Deliberation  on  tire  said  Objections  Judged 
the  same  to  be  Insuthcient  and  so  Proceeded  to  the  Ordina- 
tion since  which  several  ot"  the  Petitioners  have  ioyn'd  in 
Communion  with  our  Church  and  two  of  them  (viz:)  Mr: 
Benjamin  Thhig  and  iVIr  John  Light,  neither  they  nor  their 
Familyes  have  forsaken  the  Ordinances,  and  Major  Thomas 
Deane,  another  of  the  Petitioners  who  had  for  some  time  left 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  upon  his  Declaring  that  he 
was  Convinced  thai  it  was  his  Duty  to  Returne  to  the  Ordi- 
nance of  the  Lords  Supper  and  to  Jovn  in  communion  with 
tliis  church  b.ath  been  Lately  Re  admitted  to  und  Partaken  of 
the  Ordinance 

2'''-'"  We  Cra\'e  Leave  to  Observe  that  some  of  the  now  Pe- 
titioners Joyn'd  with  others  in  a  Petition  to  the  Select  men  for 
their  Incerting  in  their  warrant  for  the  annual  meeting  to  Con- 
sider of  and  Vote  if  thev  tho'-  meet  the  Choice  of  a  Committee 
to  call  and  agree  witli  the  said  M'  "VVoodbridge  Odlin  to  assist 
hh  hon    Father  as  a  colleague  in  the  ministry  with  him  &c- 

3'-'  We  would  Crave  Leave  to  Observe  that  the  reasons 
that  Several  of  the  Petitioners  who  Vv-ere  church  members 
Gave  by  a  paper  under  their  liands  Dated  ^Liy  i4'-^  i743-  fcr 
their  with  drav.'ing  at  tirst  Avas  ■•That  they  had  Observed  \vith 
Grief  the  Conduct  of  our  Rev'd  Pastor  Mr  John  Odlin  with 
regard  to  the  work  of  Gods  Glorious  Grace  in  the  Late  out- 
pouring of  his  Spirit  Amongst  us  of  which  they  Trusted  many 
of  them  had  been  the  Subjects,  and  their  being  Convinced  in 
their  Consciences  that  our  said  Pastor  and  Church  Did  not 
treat  the  same  as  a  v/ork  of  Soveraign  Rich  Grace,  but  that 
the  method  of  their  Late  Conduct,  the  Petitioners  apprehended 
had  been,  and  Continued  in  Opposition  thereto-  in  as  much 
as  the  Instrument  it  had  pleased  God  to  make  use  of  in  carry- 
ing it  on  and  the  Subjects  of  it  are  Discountenanced"  they 
meaning  as  we  apprehend  thereby,  that  our  Rev''  Pastor  and 
Church  Refused  to  allow  such  of  the  Itinerant  Preachers  to 
Preach  in  the  meeting  house,  who  did  not  first  wait  on  our 
rev''  Pastor  and  give  him  Satisfaction  as  to  their  Principles  and 
Doctrine,  &  also  that  he  did  not  comply  with  the  Irregularities 
of  the  Times,  and  also  as  to  the  method  of  the  Settlement  of 
Mr  Woodbridge  Odlin  which  wee  apprehend  was  Right- 

^ti-i.v  T^Yg  further  Observe  that  (as  we  humbly  Conceive)  the 
calling  &  Settlement  of  M'  Woodbridge  Odlin  was  agreeable  to 
the  Laws  of  this  Province,  &  the  usage  oi  the  churches  in  this 
Governmient:  much  the  Greater  part  of  the  Town  being  Sen- 
cible  of  their  need  they  Stood  in  of  an  assistant  to  his  hon' 
Father  by  reason  of  Ins  a^'e  as  well   as   his  bodilv  Inhrmitvs 
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and  also  liaving  had  full  and  Satisfactory  proof  of  the  Said 
M'  Woodbridge  Odlins  Life  Conversation  and  Doctritie- 

-thir  -\ye  Humblv  Conceive  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition 
if  Granted  Will  Tend  Greatly  to  the  Prejudice  not  only  of  this 
church  but  also  of  all  the  other  churches  of  this  Government 
and  will   be  a   manifest  breach   of  the   Law  of  this   Province 
and  Contran.-  to  the  Constitution  of  the  churches  in  the  Coun- 
try for  anv  small   number  of  Persons  who  through   unreason- 
able Prejudice  shall  desire  this  Hon'    Court  to  Exempt  them- 
selves,   their  Familys   and  Estates  from    paying  tov/ard   the 
support  of  the  Present  settled  ministers  or  those  that  succeed 
them  when   the  Law    of  this   Province   in   that   case   already 
made  &  provided  obliges  them  so  to  do,  unless  the  Petitioners^ 
should  so  change  their  Principles  in   Religion   that  the  Act  of 
Parliament  would  Free  them  from  the  same  which  we  appre- 
hend is  not  the  Case  of  the   Present   Petitioners —     Neither 
have  the  Petitioners,  Either  before  the  Council   Present  at  the 
ordination,  or  the   Council   Lately  call'd  by   this  church   sup- 
ported  their  Objections  against  the  calling  &  ordaining  of  Mr 
Woodbridge  Od'lin.     And  the  offence  Taicen  at  the  settlement 
of  the  Rev.  Mr:  Woodbridge  Odlin  under  the  Notion  of  his 
■  bein<^  an  opposer  of  the  work  of  G/'d-    the  said'  I-ast  Council 
in   their   Result  say  that  therein   they  tho'    they  (meaning  the 
withdrawing  brethren,  some  of  the   Petitioners)    had  cast   an 
undue   Reflection  upon  him. —     And   as  to  the  Validity   and 
Regularit\-  of   his    Settlement,   they  found  it   was  agreeable 
to  the  majoritv  both   of  Town  and  Church  and  approv'd   and 
ratified    bv  a  Venerable   Council!   of  Churches  call'd  by   this 
church— '  and   the   said    Councill  Further  adjudg'd   that   the 
agriev'd   brethrens  calling  a  Council  at   the   Time   and  in  tlie 
manner  thev  did.  was  an  uncommon  Step  of  Proceedure,  and 
that  this  church  have  been  in  the  way  of  their  Duty  and  have 
Done  no  more  than  they  had  a  right  to  do  in  calling  them    as 
a  Councill  without  the  agrieved  brethren,  They  being  Desir'd 
to  joyn  in  calling  them — 

6'-  We  Humbly  Conceive  that  the  conclusion  of  the  Prayer 
of  the  Petitioners'is  absurd  unreasonable  and  unjust  in  Desir- 
ing to  have  some  allowance  made  them  for  the  money  they 
have  already  paid  towards  the  settlement  and  support  ot^  the 
said  Gentleman,  meaning  (as  we  suppose)  our  Present  Mniis- 
ters-  as  to  the  settlement  of  the  Rev-  Mr  John  Odlin  very  tew 
if  anv  of  the  Petitioners  paid  anv  thing  towards  it,  and  as  to 
the  settlement  and  support  of  the  Rev '  Mr  Woodbridge  Odlin, 
Several  of  the  Petitioners  having  Lately  come  into  the  Town 
have  paid  Little  or  Nothing  towards  it  and  some  of  them  not 
in-the'^  R.ates-  untill  this  year- 

Lastlv-  We  Humblv  Crave  Leave   to  Observe  to  your  Ex- 
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ccllciicy  aiiu  liOiiours  That  the  Principal  motives  (as  we  con- 
ceive) that  the  Petitioners  have  used  in  their  Petition  in  order 
to  Induce  this  hon-"  Court  to  grant  the  Prayer  of  their  Peti- 
tion are  these  two  (viz)  "First  that  they  have  Supported  a 
Gospel  Minister  to  preach  to  them  upward  of  a  vear"  and 
2<^'>'  that  they  "have  at  their  own  Cost  Erected  "a  meeting- 
house"— 

And  as  to  the  firsc  v/e  humbly  conceive  that  they  will  b^ 
under  Some  DItKculty  to  prove  that  they  have  Supported  a 
Gospel  Minister  and  we  conceive  that  their  Separating  from 
the  Established  Alinistryof  The  Town  without  just  cause  was 
Evil  in  itself  and  the  E\il  Example  thereof  has' Drawn  Many 
belonging  to  the  Neighbouring  Towns  &  Parishes  awav  to  their 
Separate  house  and  to  Leave  their  own  Ministers  which  thing 
if  Countenanced  by  this  Hon''-^  Court  will  be  a  Leading  Ex^ 
ample  to  Others,  and  be  a  means  of  bringing  this  Province 
inro  the  utm^ost  Confusion  both  by  Dividing  Familys  and  Sep- 
arating friends  and  Christian  Societies- 

Aud  3"^>'  as  to  their  Erecting  a  meeting  house  (as  they,  say 
in  their  Petition)  at  their  own  cost,  We  humbly  Conceive  tha't 
any  number  of  Gentlemen  may  build  an  house  at  their  own 
Cost  if  they  please;  But  for  this  Hon''''=  Court  who  have  the 
Religious  as  wdl  a^  Civil  Interests  cf  this  Province  under  their 
wise  Care,  ro  set  it  apart  for  the  Publick  worship  of  God,  to 
the  Disturbance  and  breaking  up  of  the  Xeighbouring  Churches 
and  the  Publick  peace  of  the  Government,  we  humbly  Con- 
ceive would  be  a  Great  Grief  and  burden  to  the  people  in 
General  and  bring  the  Province  into  Such  confusion  as  will 
Render  the  Inhabitants  unable  to  Support  the  Charge  of  the 
Go\crnnient. 

For  These  reasons  with  what  others  we  shall  crave  Leave  to 
Lay  before  your  Excellency  and  Honours.  We  Humbly  hope 
This  Hon'  -  Court  will  be  Induced  not  to  Grant  the  Prayer  of 
the  said  Perition  but  to  Dismiss  the  same- 

XicH.  Perrymax 
James  GiL>rAN 
Zebulon  Giddin'gp: 


Replicatio7i  to  the  foregoing. 

To    His  Excellency  Penning   Wentworth   Esq.  Gov  &  Com- 
and'   in    Chief  in   c^   Over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  the  Hon    ■=  his   Majesty's  "Council  &  House  of 
Represeir   in  Gener  •  Assembly  Conven'd — 
The  Reply  of  the  Freeholders   &   other  Inhabitants  of  y^' 

Town  of  Exeter  who  li.ive  Petitior.ed  to  be   Exempted   from 
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payiug  towards  the  support  of  the  mhiiscry  m  said  Town  &c. 
to  the  an'^wer  of  the  Agents  of  s'  Town  to  their  Petition 

jNIay  it  please  your  Excellency  &  the  other  the  Hon''''' 
Branches  of  the  Legislature  The  fav''  granted  your  Petition'" 
with  regard  to  an  opportunity  of  making  a  written  Reply  to 
the  answers  made  to  their  Petition  in  behalf  of  the  Town 
gives  them  Encouragem'  to  hope  for  success  ia  the  matter 
under  Debate  as  the  merit  &  Weight  of  w'  Shall  be  otler '•  can 
in  this  wav  be  much  better  Consider'd 

Your  Petition"'  would  beg  leave  Humbly  to  Observe  in 
General,  that  in  this  aflair  as  they  are  not  Iniiuenced  by  s.iuis- 
ter  views,  corrupt  or  vicious  Principles  nor  any  but  Conscien- 
cious  motives  their  Case  claims  the  closer  attention  &  greater 
tenderness —  and  as  they  are  Sincere  in  their  Principles  which 
relate  to  this  matter  so  they  would  be  just  in  their  Reasonings 
upon  it :  6c  should  tlierefore  have  been  glad  to  have  avoided 
entering  into  the  consideration  of  several  points  et  matters  of 
fact  moved  in  the  said  answer  because  they  will  be  a  Diver- 
sion <.\:  a  Digression  from  die  Main  QLiestiou-  but  could  not 
prevail  ■'.vith  the  Agents  to  wave  them.  To  come  then  to  the 
s  ^  answer  *.S;  Reply  in  as  brief  &  clear  a  manner  as  we  can 
bv  followins:  the  Several  Articles  thereof.  Ws  must  Observe 
tiieir  tivst  begins  with  charging  the  Petition"  with  a  mistake 
in  Representing  that  the  Tov.'n  m  Setting  :\i.r  VVoodbridcre 
Odliu  proceeded  in  a  hasty  &  Resolute  manner,  Cz  then  they 
o-o  on  to  crive  an  acco'  of  y'  atTair,  the  Substance  of  w  ■'  is  that 
it  vv-as  carried  on  w"-  great  deliberation  &  every  step  Maturely 
Considered  :  That  every  Person  Concern'd  acted  their  part 
from  y  fullest  Evidence  &  Strongest  Conviction  of  the  Expe- 
diencv  of  the  thins:  &  the  Legality  of  the  means.  <S:  the  Like — 
But  in  this  ace'  theie  is  nothing  said  of  the  Art  used  fa-st  to 
prepare  matters  bv  prevailing  on  near  Seventy  Persons  to  sign 
a  Petition  to  the  Select  men  praying  a  proper  Clause  might  be 
Inserted  in  the  warrant  for  the  Annual  meeting  1743  &_  so 
working  up  the  minds  of  the  Petitioners  to  favour  the  thing 
before  it  came  to  be  considered  in  Public —  They  also  have 
omitted  to  Observe  that  when  the  Town  was  met  &  about  to 
proceed  on  this  affair :  the  Non-Petitioners  or  most  of  them 
made  the  strongest  Remonstrances  ag-  desiring  it  might  be 
suspended  for  some  time  at  least  otfering  to  supply  the  Desk 
if  necessary  by  Subscription  as  they  had  done  y^  year  before 
hoping  that  a'litde  time"  as  it  would  have  given  greater  Oppor- 
tunity to  have  advised  &  proposed  so  it  would  have  produced 
a  gre'ater  unanimitv  of  Opinion,  if  not  terms  of  union  &.  peace 
—They  dont  say  a  word  of  the  Contempt  w'-^  w'--  this  was 
.Rejected.  &  how  Resolutely  they  proceeded  as  well  to  Vote 
the  Raisincr  monev  as  chusing  a  Committee  to  Effect  &  carry 
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rhese  ut'signs  into  Execution  which  had  been  Contrived  before, 
nor  how  their  proposals  at  the  second  meeting  were  Rejected 
— nor  that  a  church  Coni''  was  chosen  to  call  assistance  for 
the  Ordination  before  the  agreement  made  w"'  the  Gentleman 
to  be  Ordain'd  w'-''  with  many  other  transactions  too  tedious  to 
Recite,  prove  the  thing  to  ])c  Contrived  &  determined  before 
it  came  to  be  Voted,  and  that  those  who  asserted  their  free- 
dom. &  Liberty  had  Reason  to  be  dissatisfied,  the  whole  being 
done  before  the  Deacons  &  Standing  Church  committee  had 
any  notice  of  it  only  as  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  and  after  the 
Town  had  determ.ined  the  matter  &  a  com'"'  chosen  to  agree 
the  Terms  a  Proclamation  was  Issued  under  the  ministers 
hand,  appointing  a  Day  of  fasting  &  prayer  in  the  Town  to 
seek  Direction,  now  these  proceedings  &  much  more  of  the 
like  nature  were  Just  Causes  of  Dissatisfaction  with  this  Set- 
tlement, &  that  we  migiit  well  say  it  was  Resolute  if  not  hasty 
Especially  if  we  Consider  that  the  Towns  Committee  (men 
chosen  no  Doubt  with  good  Policy)  \vas  Impower'd  to  com- 
pleat  this  agreement  without  making  a  report  to  the  Town  for 
their  Confirtnation  or  Approbation  which  is  the  usual  way, 
for  we  think  a  precedent  like  this  cant  be  found  w-""  th"  bv 
virtue  of  a  Particular  Law  may  be  bareh"  called  Legal  can  by 
no  propriety  be  term'd  prudent  &  w''  if  ever  it  was  done  be"- 
fore  was  only  done,  as  we  Conceive- it  was  here  to  serve  a 
Sinister  End- 
But  as  to  what  is  objected  to  us,  that  we  had  a  hand  in  Call- 
ing or  Inviting  the  Gendeman  to  preach  in  Town  we  Con- 
ceive there  is  no  weight  in  it,  for  such  Invitation  is  always 
understood  to  be  in  order  to  chusing,  w"-'  necessarily  Impiv's 
Refusing —  Wheti  a  Congregation  Invite  several  Candidates, 
they  are  often  cali'd  from  other  places,  where  they  are  upon 
probation  Rut  it  was  never  suppos'd  that  such  Invitation  car- 
ried in  it  an  obligation  to  chuse  tlie  Person  Invited  for  where 
more  than  one  Preaches  before  the  clioice.  all  cant  be  chosen. 
and  if  but  one  Preaches,  where  can  be  the  choice —  unless  it 
be  that  which  we  ha\e  all  heard  of — 

But  we  pas.?  on The   second   article  of  the   answer 

we  conceive  is  of  no  Consequence  in  this  Debate,  if  admitted 
to  be  true,  for  it  onlv  proves  that  some  of  the  Petitioners  are 
not  of  the  same  mind  now  w'^  they  once  were  of  in  this 
Particular  affair — 

Nor  is  the  third  more  to  the  point :  for  it  only  shows  the 
Respondents  have  assum'd  a  power  of  Judging  the  hearts  of 
those  they  there  speak  of—  And  as  to  the  \'''  we  would  only 
observe,  that  if  this  settlement  was  Legal,  it  will  be  very 
Difficult,  if  not  Impossible  to  prove  it  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
usage  of  the  churches  in  this  Government. 
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Iw  Liieir  5"''  Article  we  conceive  the  Respond'^  proceed  on 
fallacious  principles  &  take  for  granted  propositions  which 
cant  be  proved —  as  that  if  this  Petition  is  granted,  not  only 
this  church,  but  all  the  churches  in  the  Goverm'  will  be 
greatly  prejudiced —  Now  where  is  the  preiudice  to  the  churcfi 
as  such  if  these  Petitioners  were  dismissed —  there  will  be  a 
church  still  left,  of  a  competent  Number,  Invested  with  the 
sairic  powers  &  enjoying  the  same  Privileges  as  they  now 
enjoy —  and  if  the  Number  desiring  to  be  Dismissed  be  so 
small  as  is  Represented  the  objection  is  still  of  Less  wight— 
and  as  to  Churches  in  General  how  are  they  like  to  be  aflected 
by  it-  no  other  ways  than  they  alwavs  are  by  gathering  a  new 
church,  when  the  members  beiong'd  to  any  other  before  ;  and 
if  this  is  of  anv  v/eight  it  v/ill  always  be  an  Objection,  in  that 
case  as  well  as  in  this  :  &  so  t'lere  must  never  be  but  one 
church  in  a  Town  tho  ever  so  L:u-ge —  and  the  same  argum' 
may  be  always  made  ag'  erecting  new  Parishes,  for  the  old 
must  be  hurt  by  the  Loss  of  any  of  its  Parishoners  by  an  in- 
crease of  charge  on  tliose  tliat  i\.eiiK\in —  Again  wlieu  tis 
said  the  granting  this  Petition  wordd  be  a  manifest  breach  of 
the  Laws  of  the  Province  the  Objection  Implies  tliat  this  court 
are  to  proceed  oalv  on  Law.-3  alieadv  in  force  that  they  are  Re- 
strain'd  by  them.  tV  art-  oal\-  to  put  such  Laws  in  Execution — 
which  is  not  the  case,  the  petitioners  ask  for  a  riew  Law,  & 
apply  to  those  who  can  make  it-  the  doing  of  w  •  will  no 
more  be  a  breach  of  the  old,  than  the  making  any  other  new 
Law  &  the  same  argum"  lies  with  Equal  Reasoning  ag'  mak- 
ing any  nev/  Law,  for  every  Instance  of  tliat  Kind  in  some 
sense  alters  those  before  in  force —  The  Qiiestion  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  whether  the  Law  ask'd  for  will  be  a  breach 
upon  other  Laws.  But  wh.ether  the  End  propos'd  b}-  it  be 
good,  whether  it  is  R'  &  Reasonable  to  be  done,  &  in  order  to- 
discover  that  we  beg  leave  to  obser\'e  that  we  take  it  for  un- 
doubted Truth  in  w'-  all  Christians  are  agreed  That  the  end 
of  all  Public  v,-orship  is  the  Hon'  of  God  &  the  Edification  of 
the  Worshipers,  that  is,  the  Improveni'-  of  their  minds  in  all 
christian  Graces  &  virtues  that  these  two  are  never  separated, 
&.  therefore  the  edification  of  the  worshipers  always  implies 
the  former ;  That  assemblies  worship  &  care  only  means  to 
attain  the  End.  Viz  the  Edification  of  those  who  attend  them. 
That  this  cant  be  done  where  the  worship  is  not  voluntary,  for 
it  must  be  in  Spirit  and  in  truth,  free  &  sincere-  That  there  is 
a  great  variety  in  the  fitness  of  means  arising  from  many  cir- 
cumstances particularly  the  dlferent  Capacities  &  tempers  of 
Persons  w  ''  may  make  means  very  fit  &  useful  to  one  Person, 
not  so  to  another,  and  that  in  these  cases  the  right  of  Private 
Judgment  is  to  be  maintained  more  than  in  any,  for  here  every 
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nir-!,n   must  Judje  for  hip.-"ie]f,  ^^    tis   impossible    another   can 
Judge  for  him,  and  that  hereupon  he  ougiit  to  follow  the  Dic- 
tates  of  his  ov.n   Conscience — Thjt   tis   e\ery    mans   duty    to 
pursue  this  end,  as  tis  the  Noblest  &  liigliest  that  can  be  pro- 
posed by  the   fittest  &  best  means — from   these  principles   \v'^ 
are  indisputable,  it  evidently  follows,  that  when  a  man  appre- 
hends he  can  obtain  the  afores  ■  end  better  in  one  Congregation 
than   in   another,  he  ought  to  Join  to   tliat   w  ''  he   Judges   the 
better  for  that  purpose.  &  when  a  number  sufficient  to  embody 
in  Church  order  have  the  same  Judgm'  as  to   that  point  they 
ought  to  separate  &  embody  ;   it  then  becomes  their  dutv  for  it 
is  certainly  a  duty  to  use  those  means  we  Judge  fittest,  for  ob- 
taining the  best  end  :  &  the  omission  of  it  is  the  omission  of 
a   Known   dut}-,    for  which   Conscience   will    Inevitably   Con- 
demn— he  that  denies  this  must  with  the  same  breath  condemn 
the  Reformation  Cor  upon  these  &  such  like  principles  the  Re- 
formed  Church   Separated    froni  the   church   of  Room,    who 
condemnd  them  for  it,  for  she  mortally  hated  Separations-  He 
therefore  that  will  not  allow    of  it  in  the  cases  here  put,  must 
if  he  will  be  consistent  in  his  principles.  Return  to  the  mother 
Church  from  which  the  first  R-eformers  separated —     Now  the 
civil  I\Iagistrate5  Ought  to  be   the  minister  of  God  for  good  to 
the  People,    iSc  where   their  greatest  good  is  concernd  ought  to 
give  cheni  t..e  greatesL  Countenance.      If  ii.   be  said  tis  enoiigh 
for  such  separatists  to  enjoy  their  Libert}'  of  Separating  with- 
out being  Eas'd  of  their  taxes — the  answer  is  that  would  be 
making  them  purchase  their  Liberty  of  those  who  enjoy  their 
owii  freely  tS:  is  not  Liberty  Equally  every  mans  right  who  has 
not  fon'eited  it?     If  so  no   man  should   be  oblig'd  to  purchase 
it  at  a  dearer  Rate  than  his  neighbom".  and  where  such   a  sep- 
aration is  made  from  an  apprehension  of  dut\'  c\:  in  Obedience 
to  Conscience  it  is  so  far  from  being  Just  matter  of  Reproach 
or  blame  to  the  party  or  of  ofience   to  others,  that  it  ought  on 
the   other  hand  to  Receive  that  Countenance  &  approbation 
justly  due  to   those  who  have  a  sense   of  duty  Sc   tenderness  of 
Conscience  sufficient  to  put  them  upon  the  performance   of  it- 
The  Respond'  indeed  say  the  Petitioners  are  a  small    number 
of  Persons,  who  separate  thro'  unreasonable  prejudice  &   here 
again  they  suppose  that  true  w  ■•  we  deny,   namely  that  we 
have  no  Reason  for  separating — for  it  appears  to  us  to  be  duty 
upon   such   principles  ^:  arguments  as  have  been   before  men- 
tioned 6c  therefore  think  ourselves  free  from  the  just  imputation 
of  prejudice,  »i  they  have  no  Right  to  judge  our  hearts  &  con- 
demn us  for   Hypocrites —     Be.-.ide  how  easy  it  is  to  charge, 
&  to   Return   the  charge   of    unreasonable  prejudice.     Every 
party  in  Politicks  as  well  as  Religion  is  exceeding  apt  to  think 
all  the  opposition  to  their  measures  proceeds  from  unreason- 
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able  Prejudice,  c^'  if  ioen  would  but  open  their  eyes  they  must 
needs  see  things  as  they  do  and  none  more  apt  to  run  Riot  in 
this  opip-ion  than  that  party  which  is  uppermost,  which  always 
supposes  it  self  in  the  Ric^ht —  But  here  it  seems  in  this  case 
it  is  quite  plain  there  is  the  opinion  &:  Result  of  a  Council — 
But  we  cant  think  it  proper  to  trouble  this  Court  with  those 
atTairs,  a  particular  detail  &  Consideration  of  w  ''  would  be 
more  than  could  be  done  in  a  weeks  time,  nor  are  they  at  all 
proper  to  be  discuss'd  here-  and  after  all  should  it  be' done  it 
would  amount  to  no  more  than  this — Two  men  dilTer  each 
calls  in  his  friend  to  advise  which' thev  do,  but  advise  dirfer- 
ently  according  to  their  Different  Apprehension  &  thereupon 
each  man  follows  &  applauds  the  advice  he  likes  best —  In 
short  whenever  a  sufficient  number  agree  to  go  off  from  a 
church  or  churches,  &  Embody  by  themselves  &  by  their  out- 
ward actions  or  the  General  course  of  their  lives  in  a  Judgment 
of  charity  there  is  Reason  to  think  them  sincere  in  their 
pretensions,  if  they  are  willing  to  support  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  &  other  ordinances  among  themselves  &  especially 
when  their  Separation  does  not  break  up  the  churches  thev 
leave,  vre  humbly  Conceive,  &  with  great  deference  &  submis- 
sion would  say  they  Iiave  a  rigi:t  to  demand  of  the  authority, 
that  protection.  Exemption  &  Countenance  whereby  thevm.ay 
Enjoy  their  Opinions  &  Sacred  Rights  on  as  Cheap  cS:  Easv 
terms  as  their  neighbours  so  far  as  the  Circumstances  of  their 
case  will  admit — 

The  Sixth  &  Last  Article  begins  with  charging  the  Petl- 
cion'''  with  absurdity  «S:c  In  desiring  some  allowance  for  w' 
they  have  paid  towards  the  settlem'  of  the  minis^>'  &c-  As  to 
the  settlem'  of  the  Rev'  ]Mr  Odlin  the  Elder,  tis  out  of  the 
Qiiestion,  but  as  to  the  other  we  see  no  such  absurdity,  for 
many  Reasons,  but  especially  considering  this  was  purposely 
made  as  chargeably,  even  to  us.  as  it  could  be.  by  making  that 
a  Public  charge  which  m.ight  have  been  otherways  defrayed, 
as  to  Other  parts  of  this  Article  tis  comprised  in  the  foregoing 
there  being  no  great  difference  between  saying,  men  Separate 
trom  unreasonable  prejudice^  tv:  saying  it  is  evil  in  self,  that 
it  is  of  Evil  Example  &  drazvs  others  to  do  the  like  ditfers 
little  trom  saying  it  xvould  be  of  Dangerous  consequence  to 
the  Churches,  all  which  is  only  beging  the  thing  in  Qiiestion 
— for  we  think  it  for  the  good  of  the  churches,  if  by  Churches 
we  understand  the  People  of  the  churches  &  not  the  Minister 
only,  &  if  by  good,  is  meant  their  Spiritual  Edijication  & 
not  the  great  point  of  maintaining  the  minister  in  Affluence  & 
Ease — But  this  they  say  if  done  will  be  a  leading  example  & 
we  say  all  the  better,  if  it  be  a  thing  which  ought  to  be  done, 
which  is  our  apprehension  of  it,  &   that  not  only  in  this  case 
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but  all  others  so  circumstanc'd  ;  as  to  other  fearful  conse- 
quences mention'd  they  are  merely  chimerical :  &  Deserve  no- 
Answer-  But  heie  it  is  worth  considering-  whether  force, 
Compulsion  or  Restraint  is  a  likely  way  to  promote  the  Inter- 
ests of  pure  religion,  whether  to  compel  to  Conformity  is  a 
likely  means  Ever  did  or  ever  will  Make  a  sincere  Conformist, 
&  what  Interest  is  such  a  Conduct  likely  to  promote,  unless 
that  of  the  purse  of  the  parishioners  &  the  more  comfortable 
Subsistence  of  the  Parson  for  the  Larger  the  Parish,  the  higher 
the  Salary  is  no  lalse  Logick — But  those  who  are  ag"'^  their 
neighbours  Spiritual  Benefit  from  Lucrative  or  frugal  princi- 
ples do  not  do  as  they  zvotdd  be  done  by,  they  do  not  Exercise 
that  charit}'  which  sceketh  not  her  o'Zi-n,  and  he  is  EHectually 
ag-  such  benefit  who  prevents  or  Endeavours  to  prevent  his 
neighbours  from  using  those  means  he  judges  his  dut}-  to  use. 
Sl  Pauls  Exhortadon  in  this  case  is  for  every  man  to  please 
his  neighbours  for  his  good  to  Edification — As  to  other  mat- 
ters taken  notice  of  in  this  Article  of  the  answer  we  cant 
think  them  of  so  much  consequence  in  This  debate  as  to  need 
a  particular  Reply — The  Building  a  meeting  house  or  not  is  of 
no  farther  moment  in  this  affair  than  as  it  argues  those  who 
have  done  it  to  be  in  Earnest  &  That  they  think  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  Some  Consequence  or  thev  would  not  have  been  at 
that  Charge —  Upon  the  whole  it  is  Humbly  Submitted 
whether  the  Interest  of  Religion  will  not  be  more  promoted — 
whether  any  such  pernicious  consequences  are  like  to  follow 
as  are  Suggested  tK:  whether  the  Interests  of  a  Considerable 
number  of  good  &  faithful  Subjects  to  the  Government  will 
not  be  advanced  bv  granting  this  Petition?  and  Lastly  whether 
the  Consequences  are  not  likely  to  be  more  pernicious  which 
must  follow  from  a  Dei:ial — 

•D       c        '  <^  1    In  behalf 

By-  Sam     Oilman       \        ,,    . 

■'      -  '  -      ot  the 


Peter  Oilman 


)  Petitic 


October  y  S'^**  1744- 
We  whose  names  are  under  written  having  by  chance  heard  that 
his  Excelency  jc  the  Hon'''"^  Councel  heath  sent  a  Survaier  (i)  to 
the  Parish  of  Brintwood  in  order  to  Devide  the  same,  and  we  being 
taking  into  the  Lower  Part  and  have  bin  at  Grate  Charge  in  Getting 
the  Parish.  We  Praj  that  we  may  not  be  Conbin'd  therin  for  we  are 
sencible  that  their  is  not  a  sufficient  number  in  it  be  at  the  Nessuary 
Charges  of  a  town  Parish  on  Preseint,  but  that  we  may  have  a  years 
Liberty  for  consideration  on  what  His  Excelency  shall  se  fit  to  Give 
us — 

(1)  In  the  orisical  MS.  volume,  pp.  27-31,  are  surveys  or  plans  of  the  proposed 
distinct  Fariiht;'i.    Ed. 
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Jonathan  Cram  John  Mudgett 

fcremiah  Row  Thomas  Mudget 

Jonathan  Eayer   ?  Nichloss  Smith 

"Jonathan  Robenson  William  Been 

Mo^es  Jewett  Jonathan  Wodle/ 

Jonathan  Thing  John  James 


Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Exeter  to  be  incorporated 

into  a  netu  Parish. 
To  his  Excellency  Beiming  Wentvvorth  Esq' Captain  General!. 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  In  and  over  his  Ivlajes- 

ties  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  To  the   Hon"'^   His 

Itlajesties  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  Convened 

in  Generall  Assembly 

The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Freeholders  and  Other 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Exeter  in  Said  Province — 

Humbly  sheweth 
That  there  has  been  a  Minister  settled  in  said  Town  of  Exeter 
Contrary   to    the   ^Minds    of   manv    of   your    Petitioners    who 
Timely  Enter'd  their  Dissents  against  it- 

That  your  petitioners  have  hitherto  (Contrary  to  their 
!^.lind5)  been  compell'd  to  pay  Taxes  for  the  support  of  the 
said  Minister  (who  carrys  on  the  Publick  Worship  in  the  Old 
Meeting  house  in  said  Town)  Which  your  Petitioners  Humbly 
Conceive  is  unreasonable  and  Unjust- 

That  your  Petitioners  have  Erected  a  Meeting  house  &  Set- 
tled a  ]\Iinister  at  their  own  Cost,  and  with  the  Plelp  of  Some 
Valuable  Donations  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Church 
Plare  supported  the  Gospel  and  Carry'd  on  the  Publick  Wor- 
ship of  God  in  the  vSaid  New  ^Meeting  house  For  about  Twelve 
years  last  past  with  Peace  and  Concord  amongst  themselves — 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Humbly  pray  Your  Excellency 
&  your  Honours  to  Take  the  case  of  your  Petitioners  under 
your  wise  Consideration  and  Grant  us  Relief,  By  Freeing 
your  Petitioners  with  their  Estates,  &  such  other  Persons  (and 
their  Estates)  as  shall  joyn  with  us  (within  a  time  to  be  Lim- 
ited by  your  Excellencv  &  your  Hon""")  From  paying  any  Tax 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  the  said  Old  meeting  house 
for  the  Future  ;  And  by  Incorporating  us  and  Such  Persona,. 
and  Investing  us  with  Such  Powers  «S:  Securing  to  us  such* 
Priviiedges  or  otherwise  Granting  us  such  Aid  or  Relief  as 
your  Excelleucy  &  Honors  In  your  Great  Wisdom  shall  Think 
best- 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray  &c— 

April  8^^  1755- 
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Peter  Gilman 
SaiT>'  Gilman 
Thoina-  Deane 
Theophilus  Smith 
Daniel  Thing 
John  Lord 
Robert  Light 
Josiah  Gil  man 
Sam   Gilman.  Jr 

John  Ph:;;ips 

Daniel  Gi'man 
Nich^  Gilman 
Thomas  Lord 
Benj-^  Thing 
Abner  Thurston 
John  Dean 
Nath'  Fol;Om 
Summers^bee  Giinian 
Josiah  Ladd 
Richard  Smith 
Richard  Smith,  Jr 
Sam-  Smith 
Josiah  Barker 
Abner  Doiiof 
Sam-  Do:!of 
Joseph  Dc :;of 
John  Robrr.son  Jr 
Peter  P^'ibenson 
John  Haines 
John  Giiman.  Jr 


John  Lougee,  Jr 
Edward  Colcord 

Nicholas  Smith 
Jonathan  Judkins 
Joseph  Mudgeb 
Jerim.iah  FoLsom 
Thomas  Nealej 
Joseph  Acres 
Jonathan  Ambrose 
Robert  Lord 
Eliphalet  Lord 
Stephen  Thing 
Joseph  Stacev 
Jon- Young 
Benjeman  Rogers 
vStephen  Palmer 
John  Leavitt 
Joseph  Smith 
\^'odley  Cram 
Edmund  Lougee 
Nathaniel  Ladd 
Joseph  Swasey 
John  Boyoden 
Dudley  Jrimes 
Trueworthy  Gilmai 
Thomas  Piper 
Elias  Ladd 
Daniel  Gilman 
Nehemiah  Gilman 
Jan^es  Thurston  Jr 
William  Harris 


"Widow  Mary  Gilman 
Province  of  N.  Hampshire— 

In  Council  April  9--^  1755  ,      t,        .     a 

Read  ^i  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon"'»  Assembly 
Theodore  Atkinson — Secrr. 

Province  ot  ')_  .^^  .,^^  House  of  Representatives  April  lo'''  1755. 
New  rian'iDs  1 

Upon  R'eadir.i;  the  v.-ithin  Petition,  voted  that  the_  Petitioners  be 
heard  on  the  said  Petition  in  the  tb.ird  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Gen' 
As.->embiv  next  after  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  April  Ins"  and  y'  the  Pe- 
titionersat  their  own  cost  serve  fhe  Selectmen  of  Exeter  with  a  copy 
of  this  Petition  and  of  the  orders  thereon  to  shew  cause  if  any  they 
have  whv  the  Praver  of  the  Petition  should  not  be  granted 

Matthew  Livermore,  Clerk. 

In  Council,  Eod-^  Die — 
Read  ic  Concurred— 

Theod"  Atkinson — Secry. 

Province  oi  \  j^  ..^g  House  of  Representatives,  Sept  6'-'  1755 
New  Hamp  1  .  „ 

U^on  heurinij  the  Petitioners  of  the  within  Petition  and  the  Respon- 
dents Voted  that  the  Petitioners  be  set  oft'  as  a  Distinct  and  Separate 
Parish  irom  t!ie  old  parish  in  Exeter  with  the  Estates  they  do  or  shall 
own  in  s*  Town  tor  the  time  being  and  for  the  future  that  when  any 
person  or  persons  shall  come  into's'  Town  to  settle  or  any  Person  or 
Persons  in  s'  Town  shall  arrive  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  such 
persons  shall  have  the  libertv  of  three  nionths  to  determine  to  which 
Parish  such  Person  will  belong  to  geti->er  with  the  Estates  they  then  do 
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or  afterwards  shall  own  as  afores'^  such  Determination  to  be  bv  giving- 
notice  therrof  in  writing  unto  the  clerk  of  the  new  parish  within  the 
s''  three  months  and  in  default  thereof  to  belong  unto  the  old  parish — 
That  the  petitioners  be  exempted  from  paying  any  Taxes  unto  the  old 
parish  for  this  present  year  or  to  the  support  or  maintenance  of  the 
minister  in  the  old  parish  or  any  thing  relating  to  the  ministerial  Tax 
that  sJ  New  parish  liave  power  to  choose  all  officers  necessary  for  man- 
aging parish  affairs  or  to  raising  money  for  y-'  support  andm^aintenance 
of  the  ministry,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
accordingly — 

Matthew  Livermorcr 
Clerk. 
In  Council,  September  9"^  1755 

The  within  Votes  of  the  House  read  &  concurr'd 
Theod"  Atkinson  Secry 


A/ts-x-er  oj  the  Tovjn  Committee  of  Exeter  to  the  Joregoirtp-. 

To  His  Excelle-ncy  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.  Gaptain  Genera] 
Governourand  Commander  in  Cheif  in  and  over  his-Majes- 
ties  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  to  the  Honourable 
his  Majesties  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  con- 
vened in  General  Assembly. 

We  being  chosen  by  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  p:xeter  to  represent  said  Town,  and  on  the  behalf  of 
our  Constituents  to  make  answer  to  a  petition  preferred  to  this 
Honorable  Court  by  a  number  of  FreehoUlers  and  Inhabitants 
of  said  Town  praying  that  they  and  their  Estates  may  for  the 
future  be  exempted  from  paying  to  the  support  of  the  ministry 
ill  the  old  meeting  House  seeing  they  represent  in  their  peti'- 
tion,  that  a  minister  was  settled  contrarv  to  the  minds  of  many 
of  the  petitioners-  In  Answer  to  which,  We  humblv  beg 
leave  to  reply  as  follows — 

I"'  }vlany  of  the  petitioners  especially  those  that  entered 
their  Dissents  against  the  settlement  of  our  Minister  the- Rev'= 
Mr  Woodbridge  Odlin  were  those  that  first  invited  him  to 
preach  m  this  place  and  were  the  Cheif  Instruments  of  his 
bemg  called  from  a  remote  place  to  labour  among  the  people 
here,  \\  ho  had  he  not  esteemed  their  invitation  to  Him  a  call 
from  God  might  now  have  been  serving  the  Interest  of  the 
Redeemers  Kingdom  in  a  distant  part.  But  the  said  Gentle- 
man being  Induced  by  the  Importunities  of  the  said  petition- 
ers and  others  in  the  Town  accepted  of  the  Invitation  to 
employ  his  Labour  among  them  for  a  considerable  Time,  of 
the  expiration  of  which  the  Church  &  Congregation  being 
sensible  of  the  Infirmities  of  their  aged  pastor,  tho't  an  assis- 
tant with  him  in  the  ministry  and  pastoral  care  of  their  souls 
would   be    for    his   k.    their'  comfort   ct    having  had    a  long 
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Tryai  ot  our  present  minister  by  a  considerable  majority  were 
well  satisfied  with  Him  and  made  choice  of  him  in  a  way 
agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  the  province.  Tlie  Town  proceeded 
at  their  annual  m.eeting  march  28,  1743  To  Chuse  a  Commit- 
tee to  agree  with  and  settle  the  said  Mr  Odlin  by  a  consider- 
able Majority,  And  this  Committee  was  further  contirmed  in 
their  office  bv  said  Town,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  & 
Inhabitants  June  13:  1743.  Those  petitioners  that  entered 
their  Dissents  being  present  and  voting  with  the  Tov.n  at  said 
meetings,  as  to  the  Validity  and  Regularity  of  the  Settlement 
it  was  agreeable  to  the  ^lajority  of  Town  &  Church  approved 
of  and  ratified  bv  a  venerable  Council  called  by  this  Church- 

2.  Those  who  dissented  against  the  settlement  of  the  said 
minister  among  the  petitioners  are  many  of  them  such  as  rent 
themselves  of  from  the  Church  Counter  to  their  Covenant 
Engagements  or  Church  Relation,  &  Contrary  to  the  Plat- 
form of  Church  Discipline,  and  their  setting  up  is  disallowed 
off  as  being  contrary  to  the  Known  order  of  our  churches,  and 
a  CounciTof  ten  churches  have  in  their  Judgment  upon  the 
case  declared  their  disallowance  of  those  Brethrens  witlidraw 
as  being  verv  unjustifiable  and  reproachful  to  Religion. 

3.  Those  petitioners  do  not  profess  themselves  to  be  of  any 
different  persuasion  from  the  Church  they  belonged  to.  but 
acknowledge  they  are  settled  upon  Congregational  principles 
and  that  they  could  hold  occasional  Communion  with  our 
minister  cS:  Church,  and  if  so  why  not  stated?  What  need  of 
supporting  a  Seperate  Interest  to  the  prejudice  of  Religion 
and  the  peace  Interest  of  the  Town. 

4.  We  would  inform  the  Court  that  there  is  but  about 
twenty  five  of  the  petitioners  that  entered  their  Dissents  against 
the  settlement  of  our  Minister  the  rest  of  them  consisting  of 
such  persons  as  have  moved  into  Town  or  come  of  age  many 
of  which  posses  no  Estates  in  the  Town  and  some  that  were 
forward  for  the  settlement  at  that  Time  have  for  what  Reasons 
we  Know  not  been  prevailed  with  to  Join  with  Them- 

5.  The  Town  has  already  been  divided  into  so  many  parishes 
that  we  conceive  it  is  unreasonable  &  what  would  render  it 
very  inconvenient  &  detrimental  to  the  Town,  for  a  number  of 
persons  that  dwell  in  the  midst  of  us  (which  have  no  propect 
of  being  better  accomodated  than  they  might  be  at  the  old 
Meeting  house)  to  be  exempted  from  supporting  the  charge  of 
the  public  ministry,  where  they  with  their  Families  might 
conveniently  attend,  and  we  apprehend  that  v/e  are  not  at 
present  more  tlian  sufficient  to  support  the  charges  of  one 
parish  with  other  public  charges — 

6.  We  apprehend  it  is  unreasonable  that  the  petitioners  their 
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FaniiiitiS  and  Estates  slioukl  be  exempted  from  paying  to  our 
Minister,  in  that  several  ot'  their  Famihes  attend  public  Wor- 
ship at  the  Old  Meeting  House  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  their 
being  inclined  to  alter  their  Sentiments- 

7.  We  concieve  that  the  countenancing  a  Number  of  persons 
in  setting  up  for  themselves  without  sufficient  Reasons  that 
are  not  of  ditferent  persuasions  from  those  they  went  of  from 
will  be  a  tendency  to  the  subversion  of  all  Order  in  Towns  & 
Churches- 
Wherefore  from  the  consideration  of  the  ill  Consequences 
■of  Countenancing  them  in  their  irregular  proceedings  the 
great  Disorder  &  Confusion  that  may  thereby  be  introduced 
into  Towns  &.  Churches,  we  coriceive  will  have  a  Tendency 
to  the  destroving  of  ail  order  and  running  all  into  the  utmost 
difficulty,  if  their  petition  shou'd  begranted.  Things  being 
in  such  situation  we  cannot  but  apprehend  that  fixing  them  on 
a  civil  Establishment  will  be  encouraging  unwarrantable 
seperations  and  -destructive  to  the  peace  and  Order  of  the 
Churches  in  the  province- 

For  these  &  other  weightv  reasons  that  might  be  offered 
(which  will  occur  to  vour  minds)  We  humbly  Pray.  That 
your  Excellency  &  Honours  in  your  great  wisdom  would  dis- 
miss so  unreasonable  a  petition  which  we  conceive  tends  to 
the  Subverson  of  Religion. 

Zeb"^  Giddinge 
John  Rice. 


Result  ayid  advice  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Cozincil^  in  Exeter. 

We  the  Elders  i  delegates  of  the  third  church  of  Christ  in  Ipswich, 
the  two  Churches  in  Cambridge  A:  the  third  in  Glocester  Convened  in 
Council  July  29"'  1755  in  Exeter  at  the  Mutual  request  of  the  Pastor  & 
the  first  Church  in  s'  Town  and  a  Number  of  the  brethren  called  the 
New  Gathered  Church  to  Judge  of  all  matters  of  difference  subsisting 
between  them  in  order  to  lead  them  into  a  happy  Reconciliation  li 
restoration  to  Christian  Comunion  and  fello'.vship —  After  humble 
Supplication  to  God  tor  direction  in  this  Important  aiTairand  full  hear- 
ing the  parties  came  to  the  following  Result: 

I''  Notwithstanding  any  Greivances  the  Brethren  of  the  New  Gath- 
er'd  Church  (so  called)  may  have  met  with  or  apprehended  they  had 
met  with  from  their  late  Rev'd  Pastor  and  the  brethren  of  the  Church 
jet  we  Judge  their  manner  of  withdrawing  Comunion  from  the  Church 
■was  disorderly,  And  that  such  a  conduct  tends  to  destroy  the  peace 
and  order  of  U:ese  churches,  but  we  Apprehend  some  Charitable  allow- 
ances are  to  be  made  in  t'avour  of  these  brethren  Considering  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  those  times  and  their  plea  of  unacquaintedness  with  the 
order  of  these  Churches. 

2U7  Wg  Judge  the  Reflections  of  the  Separating  Brethren  upon  the 
late  Pastor  c^  the  Other  brethren  of  t!:e  Church  (Calling  them  oppos- 
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ers  of  the  work  ot  Gods  Soverain  Grace  iicc)  to  be  unbecoming  Expres- 
sions, savouring  of  an  uncliarilnble  Spirit  or  of  too  c^^eat  abounding  in 
their  own  sense  and  opinion  of  things,  and  we  should  have  been  glad 
if  thev  had  been  more  i'uU  and  Express  in  Acknowledging  the  warmth 
&  Severity  of  their  Expressions. 

3*'y  With  respect  to  receiving  to  Comunion  the  members  of  other 
churches  who  are  under  admonition  :  we  declare  that  such  a  practice  is 
utterly  inconsistent  wit!\  the  order  and  peace  of  these  churches,  and 
that  if  this  New  Gathered  Cliurch  (so  called)  retain  any  sucl\  members 
it  is  Just  matter  of  offence  to  the  churches  of  Christ,  and  in  order  to 
any  reconciliation  with  the*e  churches  it  is  our  Judgment  that  they 
deny  such  members  any  further  fellowship  in  Special  Ordinances  till 
they  are  restored  zo  the  Charity'  of  the  Churches  to  which  they  respect- 
ively belong  or  regularly  dismissed. 

_^thiy  Provided  the  New  Gathered  Church  (so-called)  shall  manifest 
their  consent  to  and  acceptance  of  the  Judgement  of  this  Councill  as 
above  and  their  readiness  to  Practice  agreably  hereto,  wee  advise  the 
Pastor  and  hrst  Church  in  this  Town  to  forgive  their  brethren  whatso- 
ever has  been  otiensive  in  their  late  Transactions  and  not  withstanding 
the  Exceptionable  stepps  they  have  taken  towards  their  being  formed 
into  a  Church  State.  Yet  that  they  own  them  as  a  Church  of  ou--  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  and  their  Pastor  (^so  called)  as  a  minister  of  Christ  and 
receive  them  to  Christian  comunion  in  all  Ordinances  and  acts  there 
of  as  they  do  other  Churches. 

5'^'?  And  upon  their  Complying  as  above  we  recomend  them  also  to 
the  fellowihip  Si  comunion  of  all  the  other  churches  in  the  land  walk- 
ing in  the  faith  vV  order  of  the  Gospel :  At  the  same  time  Earnestly 
recomending  it  to  the  New  Gatliered  Ctiurch  (so  called)  to  pay  all  due 
respect  to  the  churches  of  Christ,  and  to  Exercise  great  caution  that 
they  avoid  every  thing  which  may  greive  or  offend  them  :  And  now 
dear  brethren  of  the  New  gathered  church  (so  called)  we  have  pro- 
posed such  terms  for  your  being  accepted  into  comunion  with  the 
churches  as  upon  a  Mature  Impartial  weighing  matters  we  think  highly 
reasonable  for  you  to  comply  with,  and  such  as  we  Judge  necessary,  to 
secure  the  Interest  of  Religion,  the  honour  of  Christ,  and  the  peace 
and  .Safetv  of  the^e  churches.  We  theretore  cannot  but  hope  that  God 
will  convince  you  of  your  duty  .here  in  And  incline  you  to  a  hearty 
complyanje  herewith —  And  as  to  the  Rev  Pastor  and  beloved  breth- 
ren of  the  first  church,  we  cannot  but  hope,  that  considering  the  times 
which  have  pass'd  over  us,  and  the  present  Circumstances  ofyour  Sep- 
erating  brethren,  you  will  upon  their  Submitting  to  and  accepting  of 
our  Judgment  ^:  advice  forgive  them  in  whatever  has  been  by  them 
Greivous  or  offensive  to  you  iiT  receive  them,  (together  with  the  person 
whom  they  acknowledge  for  their  Pastor)  in  their  respective  capacities 
and  treat  them  accordingly  by  all  propper  acts  of  Christian  Fellowship 
&  Comunion,  And  now  Rev'  Hon'^  i:  Beloved  it  will  be  to  us  matter 
of  Joy  and  thankfullness  to  see  the  people  of  God  in  this  place  thus 
united  in  holy  fellow  ship  :  And  we  Earnestly  Exhort  ijc  beseech  you 
in  the  bowels  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  forgive  one  another  as  you 
hope  that  God  for  Christs  sake  will  forgive  you.  and  that  vou  would 
Embrace  one  another  as  in  times  past  in  the  Arms  of  Love  A:  Charity, 
And  that  there  be  a  friendly  interchange  of  all  acts  of  Christian,  broth- 
erly Comunion  as  occasion  may  Call  for,  And  that  there  be  a  carefull 
avoiding  Everything  in  Speech  or  behaviour,  that  may  grieve  or  offend 
Each  oth.er,  and  if  there  should  be  some  ditferent  sentiment  as  to  some 
particularpoi-n-ts,  that  there  be  a  careful  preserving-the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace.     Finally  brethren  farewel.  be  perfect  be  of  Good 
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Comfort,  be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace  and  the  God  of  Love  and  peace 
shall  be  with  jou,  Amen, 

Exeter  Atig""-  i''  1755-     Voted  unanimously 

Sam'  Wiglesworth, 

Moderator- 
A  true  copy.     Attest  Sam  Cook.  Scribe 


Acceptance  of  the  foregoing  Result  and  Advice. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  New  Gath**  Church  of  Christ  in  Exeter— August 

4""  i755> 

Voted-  That  we  consent  to  and  accept  of  the  Judgment  and  Advice  of 
the  Council  mutually  chosen  by  us  and  the  first  church  of  Christ  in 
said  Tov.-n — as  is  contained  in  their  result  dated  August  i''  1755 — and 
sign'd  bv  the  Rev'  Samuel  Wigglesworth  as  moderator — and  we  hereby 
manifest  our  Readiness  to  practice  agreeably  thereto. 

Voted  likewise — That  a  copy  of  the  abore'be  sent  to  the  Rev'  Wood- 
bridge  Odlin,  to  be  communicated  to  the  fir^t  Church  of  Christ  ia 
Exeter. 

Samuel  Gilman  1  Ruling  Eld"  in 
Daniel  Thing      >    behalf  of  the 
John  Phillips      J         Church. 


Province  of  1  To  the  Hon*"''  His  Majesties  Councill  For  the  ProT- 
New  Hanapsh'  j  ince  of  New  Hampshire — 

These  certifie  that  the  sum  which  was  voted  by  the  Town  oi  Exeter 
to  the  Rev'  Mr.  Woodbridgo  Odlin  this  Present' year  was  for  his  Sal- 
ary only,  ic  not  for  any  Arrearages  due  to  him  from,  the  Town.  But 
as  there  was  something  due  to  him  from  the  Town  at  that  time.  The 
same  is  Included  in  the  Town  Rate  for  the  Current  Year  and  not  in  the 
Ministers  Rate. 

All  which  is  Humbly  Certified  by  your  Hon'*  most  Hum'*  Servants — 

Tosiah  Gilman  1  o   ,,,i.^a„ 

•L   ,  ,  ,  ■   i.^  ■    Selectmen 

Rob*  Light  I  r 

Jonathan  Gilman  Jr  f     ^.^^Itr. 

Charles  Rundlet        J 

Exeter  Sepf  S''^  1755. 

Concurred,  but  care  must  be  taken  in  the  act  to  have  Provision  that 

the  Town  may  choose  officers  to  make  the  ministerial  rate — and  also  to 

repair  the  churches  reciprocally     That  all  arrearages  if  any  be  paid  by 

both  a?  if  not  separated.     The  act  will  not  Pass  without  these  articles 

are  Inserted. 


Petition  of  yohn  Odlin  and  others  for  power  to  call  Parish 
meetings,  i&c. 

To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.  Governor  and 
Commander  in  "Cheif  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  Hon'''=  his  ^^ajestys  Council  &  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  Convened  Dec.  6"^ 
1763. 
Humbly    shews    John    Odlin.    Josiah    Sanborn    and    Sam' 

Brooks,  all  of  Exeter  in  said  Province  : 

That  by  an  Act  Pass'd  in  the  tweniy  ninth  year  of  his  Late 
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IMajestys  Reign  a  new  Parish  was  incorporated  in  that  part  of 
Exeter  Remaining,  (commonly  called  the  Town)  after  the 
Parishes  of  Brentwood  &  Epping  w^ere  set  off  which  was 
called  the  utw  Parish  Si  Invested  with  the  Powers  usual  in 
such  Cases,  and  the  remaining  part  of  said  Tovvn  was  made  a 
Parish  &  authorized  to  manage  their  affairs  P^eiating  to  the 
support  of  the  Gospel  ministry,  Separately  and  for  that  pur- 
pose was  authorized  to  chuse  assessors  of  the  Parish  Taxes 
Collectors  &c  which  were  to  be  chosen  at  the  annual  Town 
meeting  for  as  to  Town  affairs  there  was  no.  alteration  by  said 
act  and  this  was  the  only  matter  that  could  be  transacted   at 

the   Town   meeting   respecting  said  Parish as   may  at 

large  appear  by  reference  to  said  act. 

That  your  Petition'  suppose  it  y/as  the  design  of  said  Act 
that  such  assessors  should  be  authorized  to  call  such  meetings 
of  said  Parish,  as  there  should  be  occasion  for  without  any  re- 
gard or  matter  to  be  done  by  the  select  men  of  the  Tovyn,  but 
that  piDwer  is  not  giyen  (unless  by  a  yery  remote  Implication) 
so  that  as  to  any  special  Business  to  be  done  by  said  Parish  as 
repairs  additions  &c  to  their  meeting  house  they  haye  no 
method  of  consulting  and  Determining  but  what  is  drawn  with 
Question  &  Dispute  upon  the  Doubt  about  calling  the  meeting 
nor  can  they  obtain  a  meeting  for  the  Select  men  refuse  to  call 
it  and  the  assessors  doubt  their  authority 

That  there  is  a  necessity  of  repair-  their  meeting  house 
purchasing  a  Bell  Sc  transacting  other  Parochial  affairs  which 
are  all  suspended  by  the  ambiguous  Language  of  said  act 
Wherefore  your  Petitioners  pray  the  adyisement  of  the 
General  Assembly  thereon  and  that  by  a  Resolye  they  would 
Declare  that  the  said  assessors  haye  Power  to  call  such  meet- 
ings of  said  Parish,  if  it  appears  to  be  within  the  Intention  of 
said  Act,  or  to  put  said  Parish  or  rLmaiiiing  part  of  said  Town 
under  a  nevy  Regulation,  Si  that  no  officer  of  the  Town  as 
such  may  have  any  thing  to  do  with  said  Parish  and  that  your 
Petitioners  may  have  Leave  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 
and  they  shall  ever  Pray  &c. 

JoHx  Odlix, 
Sam'   Brooks. 
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FRANCESTOWN. 

[This  town  was  settled  about  1760  by  John  Carson,  a  Scotchman,  and 
■was  incorporated  S'*' of  June,  1772.     Ed.] 

Petitio7i  for  a  land  tax  to  build  a  JSIeeting  house^  £-c. 
Province  of      ^  To  his  Excellency  John  Wcntworth,  Esq. 
New  Hampshire  I       Captain  Genneral  and  Governer  in  Chief 
County  of         I       in   and   over   his   Majestys    Province  of 
Hilsborough      j       New   Hampshire   and  to  the  Hon'^'-'  his 
Majesties   Council   &   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  general  Court  Assembled — 
The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  Humbly  Sheweth  : 
That  Whereas  Frances  Town  in  the  Province  and  County 
aforesaid  hath  no  Land  left  or  laid  out  by  the  Original  Pro- 
prietors for  the  Encouragnient  of  the  first  Gospel  ^Minister  to 
settle  amongst  us  we  your  Humble  Petitioners  humbly  desire 
your  Excellency  and  Honnouvs  to  make  an  Act  To  Collect  or 
raise  a  Tax  of  a  Penny  half  penav  per  acre  for  two  yeais  or 
more  or  less  as  your  Excellency  and  Honnours   shall   see  fit 
upon  all  the  land  within   the   Tovv-n  aflbresaid  for  the   settle- 
ment of  our  first  Minister  and  Building  a  Meting  House  your 
Excellency  and  Honnors  Complience  herev.'ith  v>'ill  verry  much 
serve  our  Intrest  and  Encourage  the  Settlement  of  the  Wilder- 
ness :  And  your  Humble  Pettitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall 
ever  Pray — 


Francestown  Aprih 

Thomas  Quigly 
John  Qui:;-ly 
Thomas  Qj-;i'::^!v,  Jr 
James  Hopkins 
Robert  Fulton,  Jr 
John  Dickey 
William  Lee 
William  Starrett 
Sam'"'  Nult 
Adam  Dickev 
William  ilolmes 
Joseph  Dickey 
Benjamin  Seleper 
Samuel  Marten 
William  Butterfield 
William  Buttertield. 


^''AD:    1773. 

Oliver  Holmes 
Asa  Lewes 
Nathan  Clou^fh 
Samuell  Nicolas 
William  M  Master 
Hugh  M  Gumery 
Robert  Morel 
John  Carson 
John  Brown 
David  Lewis 
Henry  M  farson 
Charles  Mellon 
Samuel  Gregg 
John  Hopkins 
Robert  Hopkins 
David  Gregg 


Nathan  Fisher 
Province  of  New  Hampshire- 
In  Council  May  i;''-  1773- 

Read  oi  Order'd  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon*^'*  Assembly. 
Geo  :  King  Dep-  Sec-' 
In  the  house  of  Represen'  May  14,  1773. 

On  Reading  the  foregoing  Petition  Order'd  that  the  Petitioners  at 
their  Own  Cost  cause  the  Substance  of  said  Petition  to  be  printed  in 
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tlie  Xcvy  Hampshire  Gazzettc  three  weeks  successively  (fc  that  the  Peti- 
tioners iiKiv  be  heord  thereon  the  third  dav  of  the  sittingof  the  General 
Assembly  after  the  15-^  day  of  June  next — 

William  Parker,  Clerk. 
In  Council  Eodem  die, 
Read  and  Concur'd. 

Geo  :  King,  D.  Secy. 

Province  of  New  I  r     ^u     -rr  r  o  .   t  ,h    ^ 

^^  ,  .  Vln  the  rlouse  ot  Represent   ian.  14'"  1774. 

Hampshire        j  ^  j  t       //t 

Voted  that  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition  be  granted  that  the  Petition''^ 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  laying  a  tax  on  the  Lands  mention'd  in 
said  Petition  for  the  term  of  two  years  of  a  One  penny  half  penny  an 
Acre  Each  year 

W'"  Parker  Cler. 
In  Council  Eodem  die. 

Read  and  Concurr'd  with  this  amendment,   that  the  Lands   in  said 
Frances  Town  belonging  to  the  Purchasers  of  Masons  Patent  be  ex- 
empted from  the  above  mention'd  tax. 
•  Geo  King,  D.  Secry. 

Province  of)  t     ..u     tt  r  -n  *.-   r  ^<h     _ 

T..       T,         ,  -In  the  House  ot  Represent'  Jan  16"'  1774. 
ISewHamp'^j  -  •'  ''^ 

The  Above  vote,  of  Council  read  &  non  concurred  &  Voted  that  the 
House  adhere  to  their  former  Vote. 

W">  Parker,  Clerk 
In  Council  Jan''  19'*'  1774. 
Read  and  nonconcurred. 

Geo.  King,  D.  Secry. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan>'  t)''^  i774- 

Voted  that  the  Praver  of  this  Petition  be  granted,  that  the  Petition- 
ers have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  laying  a  Tax  on  the  lands  men- 
tion'd in  said  Petition  for  the  Term  of  Two  years  of  one  penny  half 
penny  pr  acre  Each  jvear.  Provided  it  shall  not  Intertere  with  or  make 
void  any  former  agreement  made  between  the  Gran  tors,  or  any  of  them, 
ii.  the  Grantees  of  Said  Francestown 

William  Parker,  Clerk,  Assembly 
In  Council  Eodem  die. 
Read  and  Concur'd. 

Geo.  King,  D.  Secv. 


FRAXCOXIA. 


[Franconia,  which  was  originally  called  Morristown,  was  granted 
February  14,  1764,  to  Isaac  Searle  and  others.  The  first  permanent 
settlement  was  made  in  1774.     Eo.] 

Petition   of  jfoiiu    M'endelL  agcnt^    for  the  tozvn  of  Fran- 
conia. 
Province  of    |  To    His    Excellency    John    Wentvvorth    Esq'' 
New  Hamps'  )       Cn.pjtain  General  Governour  &  Commander 
in  Chief  in  &  Over  His  Majestys  Province 
of  Xev/  Hampshire  and  Vice  admiral  of  the  Same  in  Coun- 
cil— 
The  Ptcition  of  John  Wendell  uf  Portsmouth  in  the  County 
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of  Rockiiigluiiii  III  the  Province  afoi-esaid  Esq""  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  as  Agent  to  the  Hon^-'^  John  Temple  Esq.  Sir 
Francis  Barnard  Bart.,  Thomas  Hubbard  Esq.  and  Benjamin 
Akerman  unto  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon''*-'  Council  Hum- 
bly Shews — 

That  your  Petitioner  &  the  aforementioned  Gentlemen  claim 
Lands  by  Purchase  &  as  Grantees  in  the  Township  of  Fran- 
■conia,  and  that  he  applied  to  his  Excellency  before  the  Expi- 
ration of  the  Charter  for  a  renewal  thereof  in  behalf  of  the 
former  Grantees  who  was  pleased  to  grant  him  a  Warrant  to 
the  Surveyor  General  to  procure  a  survey  thereof:  who  there- 
upon issued  out  Orders  to  Benj.  Whiting  Esq'  as  his  D*^'  Sur- 
veyor, to  return  a  survey  thereof,  and  the  Said  Whiting  and 
others  have  made  Several  attempts  tor  that  Purpose  at  a  con- 
-siderable  Expence  to  vour  Petitioner  but  has  not  been  able  to 
effect  it  by  reason  of  impassable  ^lountains  Sc  has  informed 
your  Petitioner  that  one  half  of  said  Township  is  so  moun- 
tainous &  Rockey  as  not  to  be  inhabited.  And  your  Peti- 
tioner in  behalf  of  himself  &  those  he  represents  humbly  begs 
leave  to  represent  unto  your  Excellency  &  Honours,  that  they 
are  tlie  Only  Persons  who  have  been  at  any  Expence  upon 
this  Service  or  have  anv  way  regarded  the  Township  as  worth 
their  Notice,  as  also  to  pray  your  excellency  &  Honours  to 
grant  so  much  of  said  Township,  as  may  be  found  Inhabita- 
ble on  a  survev  thereof,  to  your  Petitioner  and  his  Associates, 
&  so  much  of  the  Township  of  Lincoln  adjoining  thereto  as 
Avill  make  a  full  Township  on  which  your  Petitioner  &  his 
associates  may  make  a  settlement  of  the  same  :  or  otherwise 
to  relieve  them  on  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition  as  your  Excel- 
lency &  Honours  in  your  Wisdom  think  proper,  &  your  Peti- 
tioner as  in  Dut}"  Bound  shall  Ever  pray — 

John  Wendell. 

Portsm    Jan-'  22,  1773. 


Petition  of  Alexander  Phelps  and  others,  relating  to  forfeit- 
ure and  re-grant  of  Pranconia  and  Lincobi. 
To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq.   Captain  General, 

Gov-  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's 

Province  of  New^  Hampshire,   In  Council 

The  Petition  of  Alexander  Phelps  and  his  Associates  hum- 
bly sheweth  that  there  is  a  Tract  of  Land  in  Said  Province, 
Containing  about  forty  six  Thousand  Acres  without  any  allow- 
ance for  highways  &c-,  formerly  Granted  by  the  Names  of 
Franconia  and  Lincoln,  which  Land  has  been  hitherto  wholly 
neglected  by  the  ioriner  Gf-inLces  and  thereby  become  for- 
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feitjJ,  v/hich  lanJs  altho  much  broken  may  answer  for  a  Set- 
tlement, for  a  Small  number  of  Inhabitants — Whereupon  your 
Petitioners  most  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  to  Grant  and 
Confirm  to  them  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  the  whole  of  said 
Lands,  Except  Six  Thousand  acres,  butting  westerly  two 
miles  ^v•ide,  on  y"  Town  of  Landafl'  and  Southerly  tive  miles 
on  y''  Soudierly  Line  of  said  Tract —  Subject  to  usial  &  Cus- 
tomary Restrictions  &  Limitations  and  they  as  in  Duty  bound 
shall  ever  pray. 

Alex'  Phelps. 
Portsmouth,  May  31,  1772. 


GILMANTON. 


[This  town  ^vds  granted  ^^a_v  20,  1727,  to  twentv-four  persons  by  the 
narae  of  Giiman,  and  152  others.     Ed.] 

Province  of       }  To    His    Excellency   Benning    Wentworth 
New  Hampshire  J      Esqr.  Captain  General  Go\ernor  &  Com- 
mander  In  Chief  In  &  Over  his  Maies- 

t\-'s  Province  of   New   Hampshire —     To   the   Hon^' -    His 

Majest}''s  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  Convened  in 

General  Assembly. 

The  Petition  of  Theophilus  Smith  Esq'  Capt-'  John  Odlin, 
&  Doct'Josiah  Giiman  a  Comittee  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Proprietors  of  die  Township  of  Gilm.antown  in  said  Province, 

Humbly  Sheweth 
That  the  Settlement  of  the  Said  Township  has  been  long  Re- 
tarded by  Reason  that  no  Provision  hath  yet  been  made  for  a 
Legal  Taxation  to  be  made  &  levyed  on  the  said  Proprietors 
to  Defray  the  Charge  of  said  Propriety  which  Have  already 
arisen  or  may  hereafter  Arise  in  Settling  Said  Township — 

That  if  such  Provision  be  made  by  An  Act  of  this  Hon^''' 
Court,  the  said  Petitioners  believe  that  a  Settlement  of  the  Said 
Township  may  be  soon  Effected — 

That  Such  Settlement  of  said  Township  will  be  not  only  a 
great  Benefit  to  the  Said  Proprietors,  But  to  the  Province 'in 
General- : — 

Wherefore  the  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  That  your  Excel- 
lency &  Hon'*  will  take  the  Matters  of  this  Petition  Under 
your  wise  Consideration  and  Pass  such  Act  or  Acts  to  Enable 
the  said  Proprietors  to  Raise  such  Sum  or  sums  of  money  by 
Taxing  the  said  Proprietors  (as  they  shall  find  necessary  from 
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time  to  time  to  DeFrey  the  charges  aforesaid)  as  your  Excel- 
lency &  Hotr^  In  your  Great  Wisdom  shall  see  fitt. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  iii  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  c^'' 
May  15'*'  1760. 

Theo.  Smith 
John  Odlin 
JosiAH  Oilman. 

In  Council  May  16,  1760. 

Read  Sc  Ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''^  House 
Theod''  Atkinson  Secry. 

Province  of  ")  j^  ^j.^^  house  of  Representatives  Febv  12'^  1761 
New   H;iinp?  f 

This  petition  being  Read — Voted  That  the  praver  thereof  be  Granted 
&  have  Liberty  to  Bring  In  a  Bill  accordingly. 


In  Council  Feb.  13'^  1761 
Read  ^  Concurrd. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secry. 


A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 


GILSUM. 

[This  town  was  incorporated  July  6,  1763.     Ed.] 

Voie  of   Westmoreland  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  Inhabitants 
to  Gllsum. 
1766.     Att  a  Meeting  of  the  free  holders  and  the  Other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Westmorland  holden  on  March  the  Twelfth  Day  1766, 
Voted  to  set  of  the  people  to  Gilsum  that   Belong  to  the  North  East 
corner  of  this  Town  from  Walpole  Corner  to  Keen  Line — 
ATrew  Coppv  as  Recorded  on  the  Town  Book. 

Isaac  Butterfield  !- Town  Clerk 


Vote  of  Gilsiim  to  set  of  the  zvest  end  of  the  to^x'n. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

At  a  meeting  oi  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Gil.--um  meet  at  the 
House  of  Mr  Jonathan  Smiths  in  s'  Town  on  Tuesday  the  26"-^  of  Au- 
gust 1766  being  meet  and  duly  formed  Mr  Joseph  Spensor  Being  chose 
Moderator  to  Govern  S'^  Mee'ting  Sd  Inhabitants  Voted  to  seet  off  the 
West  End  of  S'  Towne  as  far  East  as  the  Mountain  Range — 

A  True  Coppy  of  the  V^ote  as  it  was  then  past 

Test  pr.  me,     Tobadiah  Willcox, 
Town  clerk. 

Gilsura  Sep'°  y*  i»'  1766. 

Assent  of  inhabitants  of  Gilsum  to  be  set  of. 

Province  of     \q;x^         July  the  i"  AD:  1768, 
New  Hampshear  J  •'     •' 

This  may  Certifie  the  Honerabell  Genera!  Cortof  this  Provence,  that 
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Ave  the  Sub<:cribers  Inhnbitince  of  the  East  parte  of  the  Town  of  said 
Gilsum  Do  A'j;rea  and  give  our  free  Concente  that  the  West  pearte  of 
this  the  Said  Town  of  Giisum  shold  be  sett  otT  to  be  one  Intier  Town 
Pearish  or  presink  wiih  a  part  of  W'estmoland  and  *.o  Extend  as  fear 
East  as  is  here  Disscribed  (viz)  To  Begin  at  the  Soutli  Line  of  said 
Giisum  So  Rods  East  of  the  Soutli  East  Corner  of  W'estmoland  Ledg 
(So  cald)  and  to  Run  North  bv  the  neadel  zGo  Rod,-,  then  Makeing  a 
seatt  off  So  Rods  East,  and  then  Running  North  by  the  Neade!  a  cross 
the  said  Town — 
In  Conformacion  hereof  we  Subscribe 

Josiah  Kilburn,  Henrv  White 

Ebenezer  Kilborn  Felatiah  Pease 

Jonathan  Adams  John  Chapman 

Medad  Thornton  Obediah  Willcox. 


Petition  for  a  ?iei.v  town. 
To  His  Excellency  John   Wen^vorth   Esq.  Captain  General, 

Governour  &c  "in^  and  over  nis  Majestys  Province  of  New 

Hampshire — The  Hon'''-  His  Majesty's  Council  and  House 

of  Representatives  for  said  Province — 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  West- 
erly Part  of  the  Township  of  Giisum  and  the  Nortltwesterly 
Part  of  the  Township  of  Westmoreland  in  said  Province 
Humbly  Shewetii : 

That  said  Westerlv  part  of  Giisum  being  seperated  from 
the  Easterly  Part  of  the  Some  Township  by  a  long  and  im- 
passable ^Mountain  almost  thro  the  Township  of  said  Giisum 
Dividing  the  Same  so  as  leave  about  one  third  part  of  the 
Lands  of  the  Township  of  said  Giisum  on  the  Westerly  side 
of  said  Mountain,  and  no  convenient  Communication  can  be 
had  with  the  Easterly  Part  of  Said  Township,  so  very  neces- 
sary for  the  well  Reg'ulating  and  management  of  Town  atTairs  ; 
and  the  Westerly  part  of  said  Giisum  being  too  Small  in  Con- 
tents of  Land  for  a  Seperate  &  Distnict  Town,  Parish  or  Pre- 
cinct, And  whereas  the  Northwesterly  part  of^  said  West- 
moreland being  that  part  of  said  Town  Called  Westmoreland 
Le"-  Lying  at  a  Great  Distance  from  and  very  dificult  Passage 
to  tl\e  main  Body  of  y"  Town  and  Inhabitants  of  said  West- 
morland and  also  Paying  large  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  the 
Ministry  &  other  Town  Charges,  without  being  able  to  Re- 
ceive any  Benefit  or  advantage  therefrom  And  being  adjoining 
to  and  conveniently  Situate  to  be  joined  and  incorporated 
with  said  Westerlv  part  of  Giisum  therewith  to  make  one 
Seperate  and  Distinct  Town  Sec. 

Now  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and 
Honour  that  Said  Westerly  part  of  Gilsun-.  and  Northeasterly 
part  of  Westmoreland:  (viz  begining  at  the  Southeast  corner 
of  Walpole  thence  running  Southerly  on  a  Straight  Line  to 
the  North  West  corner  of  Kcene  thence  running  Easterly  on 
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the  Line  of  said  Keene  to  the  Southeast  corner  of  Westmore- 
land Leg  so  called  and  continuing  the  same  Line  Eighty  Rods 
East  of  Sd  (last  mention'd)  corner  thence  runing  North  two 
Hundred  and  Sixty-  Rods,  thence  East  Eighty  Rods,  thence 
on  a  North  Line  to  the  North  Line  of  said  Township  of  Gil- 
sum  thence  West  on  the  Line  of  Said  Gilsum  to  the  North- 
west Corner  of  the  Same  thence  South  on  the  Line  between 
said  Gilsum  &  Walpole  to  the  first  mentioned  Bounds  that 
part  of  said  Westmorland  &  Gilsum  included  in  the  afore- 
mentioned Lines,  may  be  taken  off  from  y"^  aforesaid  Towns 
of  Westmoreland  &c  Gilsum,  and  be  Erected  made  and  Incor- 
porated into  one  Seperate  &  Destinct  Town,  Corporation  & 
Body  Politick  with  all  the  Powers,  Priviledges  and  immuni- 
ties that  any  town  hath  or  by  Law  ought  to  have  in  said 
Province  or  otherways  as  to  your  Excellency  &  Honours  seam 
iit  and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  Ever  pray-(r) 
Dated  Giisum'july  the  4*'^  AD.  176S. 
Obadiah  Willcox  Benjamin  Wheenj  ? 

Samuel  Hall    •  Joshua  Fuller 

JobGleason.  Joseph  Mack 

Joseph  Spencer  Jonathan  Pareish  '. 

Moses  Field  Peter  Haj-^vard 

Thomas  Smith  William  Barns 

Ichabod  Smith  Charles  Rice 

Eliphalc*:  Darte  Na'-haniel  Darte 

John  Marvin.  Jonathan  Smith 

Abel  Allen  Jonathan  Smith,  Jr 

Woolston  Brockway 

(1)  A  plan  of  the  proposed  new  town  i3  found  in  the  original  MS.,  volume  III.,  p. 
77.    Ex>. 

In  Council  October  22''  1768. 

Read  li:  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  Hon*"'-*  Assembly 

Geo :  King,  Deps'  Secry. 

Province  of  )  ^     ^i.     tt  r  t-,  -         ^ 

New  I  lam  OS-  j  ^^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives  Oct^  25=^  176S. 

^The  foregoin?  Petition  being  Consider'd  and  the  Votes  of  Each 
Town  Shewing  their  willingness,  also  a  Plan  Produced, 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  Incor- 
porating said  Tovm  Pray'd  for  the  Bounds  to  be  Agreeable  to  the  said 
plan 

■  M.  Weare,  Clr. 

In  Council  Eodem  Die — 
Read  Sc  Coacurrd — 

Geo.  King,  Dap?  Secry. 
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GOFFSTOWN. 

[This  town  was  originally  granted  by  the  Province  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  incorporated  June  i6,  1761.     Ed.] 

Petition  of  Archibald  Stark  for  soldiers  to  guard  the 
garrisoi  at  Ai/ioshcag.  i 

To  His  Ex-cellency  Benning  WenUvorth  Esq.  Capt  General^ 
Governour  i^  Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  His  ^Majesty's 
Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  the  Hon'-''  His  Majesty's 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  for  said  Pruvince''in 
General  Assembly  Convened  March  the  9^-'  1747. 
The  Humble  Petition  of  Archibald  Stark  of  a  place  called 
Amaskeg-e  in  said  Province  Shews — 

That  your  Petitioner  has  Ii\-ed  at  said  Place  for  the  term  of 
ten  ye'ars  last  past  and  has  at  his  own  cost  Built  a  Garrison 
there  of  Considerable  Strength  &  Conveniencv  bv  which  the 
Place  may  be  Defended  against  the  Com.mon  Eneinv  witli  the 
assistance  of  a  Competent  number  of  Soldiers  : 

That  there  are  up^vards  of  twenty  families  that  are  settled 
there  which  have  been  Encouraged  by  your  Petitioners  Reso- 
lution hitherto  to  Stand  their  Gtound  &  maintain  their  Settle- 
ments who  must  inevitably  leave  them  if  the  said  Garrison 
should  be  broken  up —  That  the  Situation  is  sucli  as  make 
it  a  place  of  Importance  to  be  Supported  being  a  Common 
Stage  between  Londonderry  Chester  and  Pennycoke  Suncoke 
&  other  Settlements  &  in  the  Course  of  Business  there  very 
Convenient  for  Travellers  to  Stop  at,  &  proves  a  necessary 
means  of  Communication  between  the  settlements  as  Avell  as  a 
Barrier  &  cover  to  many  Settlements  &  families  between  that 
and  Londonderry — That  as  your  Petitioner  has  been  at  o-reat 
charges  to  bring  his  Plantation  there,  to  the  Condition  it  is 
now  in  &  laid  out  all  his  substance  for  that  purpose  (whereby 
he  Conceives  he  may  justly  be  Esteemed  a  Public  Benefactor) 
it  is  not  only  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  him  tliat  the  Place 
be  Defended,  but  also  gives  him  some  claim  to  ask  it,  and  as 
his  Fortune  Depends  upon  it,  and  it  may  be  his  Life  as  welt- 
as  others.  He  most  Humbly  Prays  that  a  Competent  Number 
of  Soldiers  may  be  allowed  him  to  be  Posted  at  said  Garrison 
&  to  Guard  &  Defend  him  and  others  in  Performing  the  nec- 
essary Labours  of  the  Ensuing  season,  that  their-  Husbandry 
may  not  be  Dimminisiied  and  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty 
bound  Shall  Ever  pray  &c. 

Archibald  Stark. 
In  Council  March  9'"  1747. 

Read  &  Order'd  to  be  sent  to  the  Hon'''''  House. 
Theodore  Atkinson,  Secv. 
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V^otes  at  a  ioivn  jnccting  in   Goffstoxcn. 
County  of  Hillsborough  1      A    meeting    legally    warned    and 

in  Province   of  Nev/  Hampshire  /  held  at  the  meeting  house  in  Goffs- 

town    on    munday    the    15    Day   of 
July  1771. 

Votted,  Capt  James  Karr  Moderator. 
Votted,  That  the  meeting  be  carried  on  by  Poleing. 
Votted,  That  there  be   a  comittee  cho?e  in   order  to  treete  with  Mr 
Joseph  CuiTier  in  order  for  settlement— 

Votted,  That  there  be  seven  men  chose  for  sd  committee. 
Votted,  Samuel  Blodget  Esq] 

Capt  Janie-;  Karr        | 
Jotham  Tuttle  ,  .  ,  ^ 

Job  Dow  be  said  Committee. 

Tho'  Sherla  ( 

Alex'-  Gilcrest  | 

Votted,  Fifteen  pounds  Lawfull  money  to  Descharge  the  Debt  of 
said  Town. 

Votted.  To  throw  up  the  Road  trom  Jonathan  Martins,  to  Capt 
Ladds  and  cxzt\>\.  of  the  Road  that  was  laid  out  by  the  selectmen  last 
year,  and  that  Capt  Ladd  is  Satisiyed  for  the  same. 

Votted,  That  the  Town  will  prosecute  those  that  have  trespassed  on 
the  ministers  and  school  lots. 

Votted,  Thnt  the  meeting  Stand  adjourn'd  until  Monday  the  29  Day 
of  July  at  four  oclock  in  the  after  noon. 

The  Inhabitants  being  met  according  to  said  adiournment  J"ly  -5, 
1771, 

Votted.  To  Receive  the  Report  of  the  Commitee,  viz 
Sam''  Blodget  Esqr 
Capt  James  Karr 
Jotham  Tuttle 
Job  Dow 
Tho'  Shirla 
Alex''  Gilcrest 
Votted,  That  the  meeting  be  Dismissed 

A  Triie  Coppv  of  Record  attest  pr 

Alex.  Walker,  Town  Clerk- 


Petition  for  a  Presbytcriayi  Society. 
To  His  Excellency,  John  Wentworth  Esq.  Cap'  Gen'  Gov- 
ernour  and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  his  Majestys 
Province  of  Xev/  Hampshire,  In  N.  England — And  to  the 
Honourable  his  Majestys  Council  &  House  of  Representa- 
tives In  General  Assembly  Conven'd- 

The  humble  Petition  of  his  Majesty's   Subjects,   Inhab'"  of 
Gotfs  Town  and  Province  affors ' 

Shevveth- 
That  your  Petitioners  most  or  all  of  them  have  been  educated 
in   the    Presbyterian    Persuasion    and    look  on   themselves   as 
bound  in  conscience  still  to  adhere  to  the  same  persuasion  ; 
That  your    Petitioners  generally  inhabit  one  part  of  said 
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Goffs  Town  which  renders  their  associating  together  for  pub- 
lick  worship  more  convenient — 

That  your  Petitioners  have  had  some  supply  of  preaching 
from  the  Presbytery  to  which  we  are  connected  and  expect 
more  from  time  to  time,  and  soon  to  be  in  a  Capacity  (through 
I'rovidential  Smiles)  to  build  a  meeting  House,  and  settle  a 
Minister  of  their  own  persuasion. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellency  &  Honours  impar- 
tially to  consider  the  Premises,  and  by  your  authority  to  enact 
that  your  Petitioners  may  bo  a  distinct  Society  Cloath'd  with 
Parish  powers  that  so  they  may  be  in  a  Legal  Capacity-  of 
Levying  Parish  Charge?,  nnd  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  prav  &c — 

Dated  at  Goffstown, 

November  2'  1771. 

William  Madole  Tho'  Kermedv 

Thomas  Shirla  Robart  Kennedy 

John  Dinsmoor  Samuel  Kennedy 

Alex"  Gilcrest  Wilam  ISI  ferson 

John  Dunlap  John  M'ferson 

Robert  Sherlv  (?)  James  Moor 

John  Gillmor  V/illiam  Dunlap 

George  Adciison  John  Eutterneld 

Sam'  M  Farland  George  Cunningham 

John  Orr  James  Barr,  Jr. 

James  Marr  Antipas  Dodge 

Ma-  Kennedy  Joseph  Kennedy 

Daniel  M  farland  David  M  Clure 

James  M'  ferson,  Jr  Jn"  Little 

James  M  ferson  Daniel  Allen 

Tho'  Miller  Silas  Walker 

Danell  Marr  David  Currier 

James  Barr  Alexander  M  Cay 


Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Goffsioivn,    ^772?  relating  to 

tovj7i  disputes. 
To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq  Capt.  Gen'  Gov.  & 
Commander  in  Cheef  in  and  over  His  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire,  &  Vice  admiral  of  the  same.  The  hon'^''* 
His  Majesty's  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  for  said 
Province  to  be  conven'd  at  Portsm"  in  said  Province  on 
Tuesday  the  19*^  day  of  May  Current. 

We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Goffestown  in  the  County 
of  Hilhboro'  in  said  province,  humbly  Complains — 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Goffes  Town  at  their  last  an- 
nual march  meeting  having  some  disputing  on  the  business  of 
the  Day,  after  which  the  Select  men  published  who  were  Legal 
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Voters,  according  to  the  Law  of  said  province,  after  which 
the  Votes  were  bro't  in  for  a  Moderator,  The  Votes  were  25 
for  the  hon'-''-'  Sam'  Blodget  Esq  ^^  26  for  Alex'^  Gilchrist,  on 
which  said  Mr  Blodget  said  one  John  Pattie  was  not  a  legal 
Voter,  (who  had  voted  for  said  Gilchriscs  being  Moderator) 
the  select  men  said  he  was,  but  ]Mr  Blodget  insisted  he  was 
not,  &  that  his  Vote  should  be  thrown  out,  w  "  was  done. 
Then  tlie  Votes  stood  25  for  one  &  35  for  the  other,  after 
which  Mr  Blodget  pulled  a  power  of  i\ttorney  out  of  his 
pocket,  &  read  it.  given  by  one  Job  Rowell  (who  is  since 
dead)  to  his  son  Jonathan  Rowell  a  minor  &.  who  had  never 
been  rated.  Impowering  said  Jonathan  to  Vote  at  said  meet- 
ing &  Mr  Blodget  insisted  That  said  Jon^  had  a  Legal  Right 
to  vote  in  Said  Meeting  by  virtue  of  said  power  which  said 
JoHi'  did  cN:  voted  tor  Mr  Blodget  to  be  ^Moderator,  w'-^'  turned 
the  vote  in  Mr  Blodgets  favour  &  that  said  Pattie  was  not  al- 
lowed to  Vote,  <i  tlie  said  Jonathan's  voting  &  Pattie  being 
deprived,  caused  different  men  to  be  chose  Town  Officers,  than 
would  have  been,  by  which  Means  w^e  humbly  conceive  we 
are  much  injured  and  deprived  of  our  just  &  Legal  Rights, 
Wherefore  we  your  Complainants  &  petitioners  humbly  prays 
your  Excel!  ■'  6i  Honours  to  take  our  Case  into  your  Consid- 
eration Sc  g5'ant  us  such  relief  as  in  your  great  wisdom  sh.'Il 
seem  meet,  &  your  petition"^  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray— 

Dated  at  Goffe's  Town  the  iS'''  day  of  May.  AD.  1772. 

David  Currier  John  Dinsmoor 

George  Hadley  Sara'  M  farland 

Alex'  Gilchrist  Robert  Speer 

John  Little  Will"'  Dunlap 

Tho'  Miller  Thomas  Shiria 

Daniel  Marr  Andpas  Dodge 

James  Marr  John  Clog'^ton 

James  Moor  Daniel  Allen 

James  Barr  Silas  Walker 

Ja"  Earr,   Jr  John  Butterfield 

Alex'  M  Cav  Ja'  Fearson 

Samuel  Kennedy  Dan'  M' Farland 

Thomas  Kennedy  William  Fearson 

Phineas  Hadley  James  Ferson 

George  Cunningham  John  Orr 

Robert  Kennedy  David  M'^Clue 

-George  Addison                  •  John  Dunlap 

Joseph  Kennedy  Asa  Patie 

Matt*  Kennedy  William  Madole 
In  Council  May  zi"-  1772. 

Read  i;  orderd  to  be  sent  down  to  the  hen'"'''  Assembly — 
Geo  King,  D>'  Secry. 
May  23''   1772.      In   the   house  of   Representatives —      Upon  Reading 

this  Petition 

Voted —  that  the  pet  '  be  heard  on  the  said  petition  on  the  lirstTues- 
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day  in  June  next  &  that  they  serve  the  said  Mr  Blod^et  Sc  the  former 
select  men  with  the  copy  of  said  petition  &:  order  of  Court  thereon. 

\V'>  Parker,  Cler. 

In  Council  Eodem  die. 
Read  &  Concurrd. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secry — 
Copy  Ex*  Theodore  Atkinson  Secry. 

May  so*-''   177--      We   the   Subscribers  bein   prosen:  an  saw  Mr  Jn* 
Patte'y  Rase  his  name  which  was  granted  at  his  Request. 

Thomas  Saltmarsh 
Jonathan  Martain 


A  to~vn  7neetlng  called. 

Province  of  "|  The  freeholders  and  other  Iniiabitants  of  the  Town 
New  Hampr  '[  of  Gotfs  Town  Qj.ialitied  as  the  Law  Directs,  are  hereby 
County  of  I  notified  to  m.eet  at  the  meeting  hous  in  s'  Town  on 
•Hillsborough  J  Wednesday  the  fourteenth  Day  of  this  Instant  January, 
at  one  ocfock  afternoon,  then  and  there  i;o  act  on  the 
following  artickles 

!'■  To  Choose  a  mioderator 

2'i'y  To  see  if  the  Town  will  chuse  one  or  more  meet  Persons  to  be 
Conjovnt  with  Capt  James  Karr  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  this  Town,  to 
make  answer  agreeable  to  a  citation  from  his  Ei-icelency  the  Governor 
and  Council  and  house  of  Representatives  to  a  petition  of  a  number  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  %vho  are  praying  His  Excellency  the 
Governour  and  Council  and  house  of  Representatives  to  sett  them  off 
in  a  Distinct  Parish,  by  themselves,  and  that  the  person  or  persons 
chosen  as  above  be  Impowered  -to  transact  any  Other  matter  wherein 
the  Town  is  concerned  at  the  General  Court 

3''-'>'  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  any  Monies  to  defray  the  charges 
arising  in  attending  the  General  Court  and  how  much 

4'*''>'  To  Chuse  a  Committee  to  Sash  and  glass  the  Meeting  house 

5''"-"  To  Chuse  a  committee  to  settle  the  accounts  with  Sam''  Blodget 
Esq  and  see  whether  the  Town  will  allow  him  Intrest  for  the  moneys 
Due  to  him 

6'-'-"'  To  see  if  the  Town  Excuse  Capt  Alexander  Todd  from  paying 
Rates  to  the  Minister  he  being  a  Presbyterian 

Dated  at  GoiTstown  January  i*'  1772 

To  Sam''  Richards,  Constable, 

Tames  Karr )  c  i     <-„ 
%  1     r  'T'   J  1  y  Selectmen 
Alex'  Todd  J 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant  I  have  warned  all  the  persons  within 
named  to  meet  at  time  and  place. 

Sam"  Richards,  Constable 
Goffs  town  January  15,  1772 

A  true  Coppy  oi  Record, 

Attest  pr.  Alex*'  Walker — Town  Clerk. 
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Proceedhzgs  at  a  toivn  meeting. 
At  a  meeting  Legallv  warned  and  held  at  the  meetinghouse  in  Goffes 
Town  on  Wed'^iesdav  the  14  Day  of  January  1772, 

Votted  Samuel  Blodget  Esq  ^[oderator.  ,  .  ,  ,  , 
Vetted  That  Sanv'  Blodget  Esq.  and  Sam'  Richards  be  a  committee  • 
coniovnt  with  Capt  Jame^Karr  one  of  the  select  men  to  make  answer 
to  the"  citation  from  his  Excelencv  the  Govcrnour  and  Council  andjious 
of  Representatives  to  a  petition  of  a  number  ot  the  inhabitants  ot^this 
Town  who  are  praving  his  Excelencv  the  Hon^'"  hib  Majestys  Court 
and  house  of  Representacives  to  set  them  of  a  parish  b.v^  themselves 
and  that  thev  are  Impowered  to  transact  any  other  matter  concearnmg 
the  Town  of  Gofies  Town  ■      .   .      r^  r         .u 

Votted    Twelve     Pounds    Law  full  money  be   raised   to    Defray  the 
-charo-es  arisino-  in  attending  the  Generall  Court 

Votted  To  Chuse  a  committee  to  sa.-^h  and  glase  the  meeting  house 
Votted  That  this  said  commitee  consist  of  three  men 

Capt  Joseph  Little] 
Y(3tted  Tho' Saltmarsh         V  be  said  Commitee 

Aaron  Wells  J  ^ 

Votted    That  there  be  a  commitee  to  settle  with  Sam-  Blodget  Esq 
Votted.  That  said  commitee  consist  of  t'lree  men. 

Benjamin  Stevens    ] 
Votted  Samuell  Richards     ^  be  said  Commitee 

Capt  Joseph  Little  j 
Votted  That   Sam-    Blodget    Esq    Shall    be  allowed  Intrest  tor    his 
xnonev 

Votted  That  the  meeting  be  Dismissed 

A  true  Copv  of  Record  ^  „,     , 

Attest  Pr.  Alex'  Walker  Town  Clerk, 


-     Petition  for  an  emission  of  -paper  tnoney. 
The  Honourable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

Slate    of    New    Hampshire    to    be    Coiiven'd  on    the    first 

Wednesday  in  September  17S6. 

The  Petition  of  the  free  holders  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
OotTs-Town 

Humbly  Shewetli — 

That  we  vour  Hon'  Petitioners,  perceivmg  the  declining 
condition  01'  our  Country  and  of  this  our  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire in  particular  the  Stagnation  of  Trade  and  Commerce 
amongst  us  as  well  as  the  slow  progress  of  Agriculture  and 
Mechanichism,  together  with  the  additional  Calamity  ot  an 
enormous  debt  incurred  bv  the  late  unhappy  War ; 

Prevails  with  us  vour  Honours  Petitioners  to  present  you, 
with  these  our  Grievances  as  we  apprehend  they  proceed  In- 
tirely  from  tl-.e  Scarcity  of  Cash  amongst  us  through  the  want 
of  w-hich  we  cannot  discharge  either  our  publick  or  private 
debts— Conduct  Trade  or  Commerce,  Neither  can  the  needy 
purchase  the  necessary  articles  of  Sustainance— As  we  presume 
^ever>'  thinking  person  \vho  has  the  care   of  the  Weltare  of  his 
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Country  at  heart,  plainly  discerns  the  several  causes  from: 
whence  these  our  grieviances  proceeded,  as  also  the  many 
Glaring  and  impending  Calamities  tliat  are  likely  to  ensue 
them  (unless  timeously  remedied)  we  think  it  needless  therefore- 
to  point  them  out  to  your  Honours  : 

But  to  redress  our  Grieviances  we  would  humbly  pray  your 
Honours  forthwith  to  emitt  a  Qiiantitv'  of  paper  Currency  suf- 
ficient to  discharge  this  States  Domestic  debt  for  which  the- 
subjects  are  oppress'd  by  paying  the  Interest,  and  to  be  a  Cir- 
culating Medium  of  Trade 'within  this  state — Let  said  cur- 
rency be  put  into  Circulation  by  establishing  it  a  Lawful  tender 
in  pavment  for  all  Contracts  of  a  publick  or  private  nature 
within  this  state — likewise  by  redeeming  this  States  Securities 
for  Domestick  Debts,  of  every  Kind  aad  description  : 

And  bv  requiring  the  posse'ssors  of  these  Securities  imme- 
diately at'ter  the  publication  of  said  Currency  to  come  and  re- 
ceive their  principal,  and  all  such  possessors  who  shall  not  ap- 
pear within  three  Months  and  receive  their  pay,  shall  forfeit 
their  Interest,  and  those  who  shall  not  appear  in  twelve  months,, 
and  receive  their  pay  to  forfeit  their  principal  &  Interest,  And 
that  it  may  Circulate  the  better  we  reccommend  it  to  be  made 
without  Interest.  And  in  such  Bills  as  may  be  Easier  changed 
for  the  beneti^  of  Trade  : 

And  furthermore  we  would  reccommend  to  your  Honours.  - 
that  every  method  possible  be  taken  by  the  Legislative  Author- 
itv  for  preventing  its  depreciation  and  Counterfeiting — by  suit- 
able punishments— let  the  punishment  of  Counterfeiting  be 
death  without  respect  of  persons  and  also  their  accomplices, 
and  Exorbitant  extortioners,  and  those  who  would  ret^use  to 
take  it  in  pav  for  debts,  or  contracts  of  any  kind,  within  this 
State,  be  punished  by  forfeiting  the  debt  or  article  exposed  for 
sale— The  method  by  v.-hich  this  Currency  shall  be  redeem'd, 
and  the  time  when,  we  refer  to  your  Honours  wisdonior  some 
future  Assembly  to  determine,  Knowing  that  Time  will  Solve 
what  we  cant  foresee,  and  as  we  dont  think  that  either  debtor  or 
Creditor  can  be  in  anv  wise  Injured  by  this  our  Plan,  but  on 
the  contrary  much  benefited,  we  therefore  desire  to  harmonize 
wdth  our  fellow  Subjects  of  this  State  in  their  similar  pro- 
posals. 

Hoping  this  our  Remonstrance  will  meet  your  Honours  kind 
reception,  we  solace  ourselves  in  the  prospect  of  the  future 
happiness  v,-hich  shall  accrue  from  your  Honours  Compliance 
—wishing  that  the  blessings  of  Heavens  may  always  Rest  upon 
your  Honours  just  Resolutions,  your  Honours  Petitioners 
shall  for  ever  pray. 
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A  Bank  of  paper  currency. 

At  a  Legal  meetinsr  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  GoiTes  Town  held  August  21"  17S6 — It  was  unaniniously 
Voted  to  have  a  Bank  of  paper  Currency  made  and  at  the  adjournment 
of  said  Meeting  hold  Sept  4-''  Current.  Voted  that  this  their  Remon- 
strances for  the  same  be  accepted,  and  To  be  presented  by  their  Deli- 
gate  as  si'ch. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Town. 

Alex''  Walker,  Clerk. 


GOSPORT— Otherwise  Star  Island. 

[This  place  was  incorporated  ::4th  Dec,  1715,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  Lieut.-Governor  George  Vaughan.     Ed.] 

Petition  to  be  exempt  J'rom  paying  Provittce  tax. 
To  his  Excellency  Sam'-  Shute  Esq.  Captain  Generall,  Gov- 
ernor &  Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  Majesties  Prov^ 
ince  of  New  Plamp.  <S:c. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council   &    Representatives  Ccnven'd 
in  Gen'-  Assembly  now  Sitting  in  Portsin"  in  s''  Province  : 
The  petition  of   Richard  Yeton  one  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Starr  Island  upon  the  Isles  of  Shoales  in  behalfe  of  the  Inhab- 
itants thereof  most  humbly  sheweth — 

That  the  selectm.en  of  the  s''  Island  have  not  Expressed  any 
contempt  to  the  Authority  by  their  omitting  to  make  an  assess- 
ment  on  the  people   thereof   pursuant  to   the  (?)    or 

warrant  i  therefore  humbly  prays  that  Your  Excellency  and 
the  Honourable  Assembly  would  pass  a  favourable  construc- 
tion thereon  &  also  prays  that  Your  Excellency  Si.  this  Hon- 
ourable Assembly  would  be  pleased  to  consider  the  following- 
pleas  in  favour  of  their  being  Excused  from  the  Province 
Tax: 

The  people  are  verv  few  in  number  &  most  of  them  are 
men  of  no  Substance,  live  only  by  their  daily  fishing  and  near 
one  third  of  them  are  single  men  and  threaten  to  remove  and 
leave  us,  if  the  tax  be  laid  which  will  prove  our  utter  ruine  if 
our  fishermen  leave  us. 

The  charge  and  expence  which  they  are  at  in  the  support  of 
the  ministr\-  is  as  great  as  the  people  can  bear'  at  present  it 
having  cost  them  but  lately  the  sum  of  Two  Fluudred  pounds 
for  that  end  in  building  a  fleeting  house — which  is  not  yet  all 
paid. 

The  Governmeni;  have   here   tofore  encouraged   them   that 
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tliey  should  be  exempted  from  paying  Province  Taxes  whilst 
•they  Exprest  their  forwardness  in  so  good  a  Service. 

Though  the  Inhabitants  have  been  very  much  richer  and 
more  numerous  and  their  Trade  greater  than  at  present  yet 
thev  were  not  then  rated,  nor  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Island,  in 
the  Massachusetts  Government.  They  live  on  a  Rock  in  the 
Sea  and  have  not  any  priviledge  of  right  in  common  Lands,  as 
other  Inhabitants  in  the  respective  Towns  have. 

They  have  defended  themselves  in  the  time  of  Warr  Ag^' 
the  publick  enemy  at  their  own  Expence  both  for  forts  and 
souldiers  whose  wages  they  have  paid,  and  finally  all  other 
Towns  in  this  Province  have  been  larger  and  more  numerous 
before  they  were  taxed  to  the  province  rate. 

I  do  with  a  Humble  Confidence  assure  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honourable  Assemiblv  that  we  shall  ever  express  a  Loyalty 
to  his  ^Nlaiescy  and  a  ready  obedience  to  the  command  of  the 
"Government,  but  considering  our  poverty  with  the  foregoing 
pleas  in  our  favour,  I  do  humbly  pray  that  you  will  please  to 
excuse  us  from  the  present  tax,  and  %v  hen  we  shall  be  better 
capable  shall  readily  bear  our  proportion  of  the  publick  charge 
— &  So  vo'  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray — as  in  duty  boimd  &c 
&  Subscribes 

RicH'^  Yet  ON. 

23 '  April  1731. 


Petition  of  Selectmen  for  remission  oj  taxes. 
Province  of       )  To     his   Excellency   Penning     Wentworth 
New  Hampshire  )"      Esq'    Captain    General   Governour    and 
Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  said  . 
Province.       The     Hon''*'     his    Majestys 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General    Assembly    Conven'd     Jan'y   4, 
1760 
Humbly  shew,  Henry  Carter,  Richard  Talpey  and  Charles 
Miller  all  of  Gosport  within  said  Province  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  the  other  inhabitants  of  said  Gosport  That  the  said 
Inhabitants  have   allways  chearfully  paid   their  Province   Tax 
with  Great  Willingness  and  pleasure,  so   long  as  they  were  of 
ability  and  untill  the  four  last  years  when  their  Circumstances 
in  life  became  so  low  (being  only   a   few  poor  fishermen)  and 
the  necessaries  for  living  being  Excessively  dearer  at  the  place 
of  their  aboad  one  half  more  than  at  any  otlier  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince with  the  Great  Dlriiculty  of  Transporting  the  same  there 
togeatherwith  their  other  great  charge.  Supporting  the  Gospel 
Ministry  among  them  the  fewness  of  the  Inhabitants   &  their 
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poverty  and  their  few  within  four  }  ears  hist  past  being  Greatly 
Reckiced  thev  having  had  thirty  Two  Ratable  poles  within  that 
time  left  them  to  serve  the  King  or  Removed  to  other  places, 
Six  of  which  had  famllys  and  their  is  bnt  few  very  few  young 
men  among  them  and  the  neighbouring  islands  in  the  Mass- 
Bav  altho  Verv  short  of  our  niunber  liave  on  accont  of  their 
povertv  been  "Exempted  from  tax  for  Twenty  years  last,  and 
altho  Warrants  from  the  Treasurer  have  come  to  the  Select- 
men of  said  Gosport  to  assess  the  inhabitants  for  their  part 
year  after  vear  vet  the  select  men  did  only  the  first  year  assess 
them  and  on  finding  that  was  not  paid,  the  poverty  of  the  In- 
habitants and  some  Great  Incouragement  from  some  of  the 
Hon""-'  General  Court  Thnt  on  shewing  forth  the  Difficulties 
Aforesaid  the  same  might  be  Remited  and  since  they  have  not 
madc»anv  assessm'  for  Province  Tax  and  that  th.at  was  made 
was  never  colected,  and  now  the  same  amounts  to  a  Very  Con- 
siderable sum  and  if  their  very  poor  and  few  Remaining  In- 
habitants should  bfe  Oblidged  to  pay  the  same  it  would  Greatly 
tend  to  their  Ruin  for  the  few  Remaining  young  men  would 
remove  from  them  rather  than  Pay  any  part  to  such  back  taxes 
as  were  due  before  some  of  them  were  Oblidged  by  law  to 
pav  anv.  and  their  \vould  be  none  but  a  few  old  helpless  per- 
sons left.  -\nd  We  would  here  beg  leave  to  obser\'e  to  this 
Hon-''"  Court  that  had  we 'had  a  Representative  in  Court  at  the 
time  the  proportion  was  made  Gosport  might  not  have  been 
Tax'dbut  altho  wevrere  alwavs  informed  that  We  were  allow'd 
the  Libert}"  of  Sending  one  member  to  Represent  as  in  said 
Court  yet  we  never  ask'd  it  Knowing  it  would  be  a  great  Cost 
to  the  Province,  More  than  any  advantage  of  Tax  that  could 
possibly  be  expected  from  the  Inhabitants,  for  which  Reason 
we  never  made  any  Enquiry  into  that  matter. 

Wherefore  We  humblv  pray  the  Consideration  of  this  Hon''''' 
Court  on  the  premises — and  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  pass 
such  act  or  Resolve  to  take  of  the  said  Back  taxes  and  that  we 
may  be  exempt  for  the  time  to  come,  or  grant  such  other  Re- 
lief therein  as  in  your  Great  Wisdoms  shall  Seem  meet  unto 
you — and  then  We  from  such  Incoinagement  shall  have  Great 
Reason  to  hope  that  instead  of  our  few  becoming  fewer  we 
shall  increase  in  our  numbers  and  be  able  to  pay  Province  Taxes 
with  Great  Willingness  when  we  shall  have  it  in  our  ability — 
And  by  being  heard  in  this  our  Request  We  shall  as  in  Duty 
Bound  Ever  Pray — 

Henby  Carter     '\ 
Richard  Talpey  V  Selectmen 
Ch.\rles  Miller  j 
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In  Council  Jan?  4'''  1760 — 

Read  Sc  ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  Hon"-*  Assembly 
Theodore  Atkinson,  Secv. 

Province  ol     \  ^^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives  Tune  s'^  1761. 
New  Hamps.  J  ^  .  j       / 

This  petition  being  Read — Voted — That  the  prajer  thereof  be 
granted  &C  that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  &  Twelve  pounds  Eight  shil- 
lings ili:  one  penny  New  Tenor  that  appearing  to  be  the  sum  due  from 
Gosport  for  the  province  Tax  be  Remitted,  &  that  the  Treasurer  be 
hereby  Intitled  to  Charge  the  said  sum  to  tlie  Province — 
£512  ,,  8  ,,  I"*  New  Tenor — 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk- 
In  Council  June  the  16'''  1761, 
Read  &  Concurred 

Theo'  Atkinson  Secry 

Consented  to  B.  Wentworth. 


Petition  for  a  Lottery,  for  protecting  the  Harbor. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  W^entvvorth  Esq.  Capt  General, 
Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  Majestys 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  The  Hon'''*"  his  Majestys 
House  of  Representatives  for  said  Province  in  General  As- 
sembly ccnven'd  the  25"''  day  of  June 
Anno  Domini  1766. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Gosport  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  others  whose  Interest  iS 
Concern'd  Shews 

That  the  situation  of  the  Road  &  harbour  at  Gosport  Afore- 
said is  well  known  to  be  exposed  to  the  Violence  of  Winds  & 
seas  in  many  cases  &  Events  which  frequently  occur  by  v/hich 
they  often  sustain  much  Loss  &  Damage  which  they  would 
gladly  Prevent  it  by  any  means  Feasible  : 

That  it  has  been  Judg'd  a  Pier  or  Bason  might  be  so  con- 
trived and  Built  as  to  be  in  a  Great  Pleasure  a  security  in  this 
Case  and  a  means  of  great  saving  to  your  Petitioners  &  Preser- 
vation of  their  Property 

That  to  make  such  a  work  Eflecttial  a  Larger  Sum  woud 
be  demanded  than  your  Petitioners  by  any  means  coud  raise 
but  as  it  woud  be  of  very  General  Utility  in  its  Consequences 
they  flatter  themselves  the  scheme  for  carrying  on  such  a 
Building  woud  meet  with  suitable  Encouragement  from  many 
other  Persons  besides  your  Petitioners  &  those  who  have  con- 
nections with  them. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  that  they  may 
have  leave  to  set  up  &  carry  on  a  Publick  Lottery  to  raise 
money  for  the  End  aforesaid  and  for  that  Purpose  to  bring  in  a 
bill   containiiiL^  such  Limitatiuns  .t  Restrictions  as   shall  be 
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tho't  necessary  but  with  such  extent  &  Authority  as  shall  be 
Suflicient  to  effect  the  Dcsig-il  &  your  Petitioners  in  Duty  bound 
shall  ever  Prav  Sec. 


Jno  Tuck 
Henry  Carter 
Richard  Talpey 
John  Varrel 
Wilfiani  Michaniore 
William  Uoibrook 
Henrv  Shapley 
Richard  Talpey,  Jr 
Henrj  Talpey 
Daniel  Rindle 
James  Hickey 
Samuel  \"arrel 
Samue!  Varrel,  Jr 
John  Down 
John  Down,  Jr 
Samuel  Downe 
Jeremiah  Lord 
J06.  Damrell 
Peter  Robinson 
John  Walpey, 
Ambro-^e  Perkins 
John  Barter 
W"^  Sanderson 
George  Walpey 
Josiah  SM-'.derson 
Henry  Shaplei,':>;h.- Jr 
Joseph  Muchamore 
Elamuel  Muchamore 
Benj"'  Muchamore 
Sam'  Muchamore 
Arthur  Rendle 
Arthur  Rendle,  Jr 
Georsre  R-^ndle 
John  Rendle 
Edw'  Bov.  dey 
Henry  W.  Andrews 
S.  Mathews 
Jn' Xewlon 
Stephen  Pierce 


Ja'  Ward 

Rich'*  Lansford 

\V'°  Bickain 

Sam'  Healy 

John  Puriell 

Sam   Currier 

Samuel  ^^achmo^e 

Gregory  Puriel! 

Satn'  Cutts  . 

Daniel  Rindge 

Geo.  Boyd 

Nath'  Adams 

Jonathan  Warner 

Thomas  Wentworth 

John  Sherburne 

D.  Sherburne 

Sam  '  Warner 

Titus  Salter 

Abraham  Trefethen 

Hugh  Hall  Wentworth 

W'^  Knight 

Temple  Knight 

Samuel  Sherburne 

Geo:  Janvrin 

San'  Dalling 

John  Flagg 

Joseph  Whipple 

James  Stoodly 

Rich.  Hart 

John  Moffat 

\ym  Whipple 

Jno  Parker 

H.  Wentworth 

John  Penhallow 

Thos.  Bell 

Sam.uel  Moffatt 

D.  Pierce 

Pau!  March 


Province  of  I  In  Council  June  iS''^  1766. 

New  Hamp  }    Reed  &  order'd  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon*'''  Assembly. 
T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Secrv. 

XT       rr      ""    I  .  >  In  the  House  of  Representatives,   July  ■5'*  1766. 
Jsew  Hamp-h   j  ^  '  j     y  j      / 

Voted — That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  this  petition  the  second  day 
■of  the  sitting  of  the  general  assembly  after  the  first  of  September 
next  and  that  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  cost  cause  the  substance  of 
this  Petition  and  Order  of  Court  to  be  Published  three  weeks  success- 
ively in  New  Hampshire  Gazett  that  any  Person  may  appear  and  Shew 
•cause  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  not  be  Granted 

M.  Weare,  Cler. 
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In  Council  Eodem  die 
Read  i:  Concurred. 

T.  Atkinson,  Jun.  Secry. 

Province  of  1  t     .,      t,  ,-  „  ^  ^.  ,       ,    „,,       , 

New  Hamps  i        ^   "^  House  ot  Representatives  Aug'  2S"'  1767. 

The  forc'going  Petition  being  Read  ^-  Considered  appearing  Reason- 
able &  no  obiectior.  made. 

Voted — Tfiat  the  praver  of  tlie   petitioner  be   granted   and   that  the 
Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordinglv. 

M.  Weare,  Cler. 
In  council  Eod-"  Die — 
Read  &  concurr'd — 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Secry 


GR.\XTHAIN[ — formerly  called  New  Grantham. 

[This  town  was  first  granted,  July  11,  1761 ;  but  the  conditions  not 
being  fulfilled,  it  was  re-granted  in  1767,  to  William  Symmes  and  65 
others.     Y.v<A 

Pctitioti  for  a  neza  charier. 
To  His  Excellency  Join;  Went  worth   Esq.  Captain   General, 
Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  ^lajesty's 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  &  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same 
in  Coimcil — 

The  petition  of  John  Sargent  of  Norwich  in  the  Province 
of  New  York.  Yeoman  by  his  Attorney,  Israel  Morey  Esq. 
unto  your  Excellencv  &.  Honours  humbly  shews  : 

That  your  Petidoner  has  setteld  in  said  Norwich  under 
New  Hampshire  Grants  with  a  large  Family,  That  being 
disatisfied  with  his  living  imder  the  Government  of  New  York 
he  hath  purchased  the  Original  rights  of  John  Hawks  Esq, 
Rufus  Wells,  Rufus  Eields.  Simon  Alexander,  Elisha  Alexan- 
der in  the  Township  of  New  Grantham,  with  the  sole  Views 
of  making  immediate  settlements  thereon  for  himself  and  sons, 
but  as  he  has  not  been  able  yet  to  effect  it,  and  the  charter 
being  expired  he  is  apprehensive  he  may  meet  with  Ditficulty, 
wherefore  he  humbly  prays  he  may  be  quieted  in  his  said 
Rights  either  by  the  Extension  of  said  Charter  to  the  former 
Grantees  or  being  made  Grantees  in  a  New  Charter  of  said 
Township,  as  your  Excellency  &  Honours  in  your  Wisdom 
may  think  best  for  y'  Petitioner  and  as  in  Duty  bound  he  will 
ever  pray 

John  Sargents  by 

Israel  Morey,  his  Attorney. 

Portsm' June  21"  1773. 
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Petition  of  Abel  Stevens  for  the  sayjie. 
Province  of  New  Harnpshire- 
To  His  Excellency  John   Wentworth   Esq.  Captain   General, 

Governor  &  Command'  in  Chief  in   and  over   his   Majestys 

said  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  in  New  England  and  Vice 

Admiral  of  the  same,  In  Conncil — 

The  petition  of  Abel  Steven.s  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
Grantees  and  propriietors  of  the  township  of  New  Grantham 
in  the  Province  aforesaid.     Humbly  Shews 

That  the  said  Township  of  New  Grantham  was  granted  by 
Charter  bearing  date  the  S"''  day  of  June  Anno  1767,  under 
certain  Conditions  oi  Culture  &c.  &c — The  Form  of  Culture 
being  particalarlv  express'd  to  be  performed  in  5  years  vizt, 
five  acres  for  every  riftv  contained  in  each  share  on  penalty  of 
the  fgrfeiture  of  ever}  delinquent  share — to  be  regranted  to 
others  and  the  Time  aforesaid  being  now  elapsed,  and  the  duty- 
above  mentioned  not  being  fully  done  on  any  one  Right  or 
share  in  the  said  Township — Whereby,  according  to  the  strict 
construction  of.  the  condition  aforesaid,  the  whole  of  said 
Township  is  forfeited  to  his  Majesty  to  be  regranted  as  afore- 
said— and  the  petitioner  begs  leave  further  to  represent 

That  there  are  som.e  considerable  Improvem.ents  already 
made  in  the  said  Township,  and  that  they  have  been  prevented 
from  complying  with  d:;e  Terms  aforesaid  on  account  of  theii 
remote  situation  from  any  Inhabitants,  and  the  Impossibility,, 
for  want  of  Roads  of  getting  up  provisions  &c.  for  their  neces- 
sary Support  and  subsistence,  v/ith  such  utensils  as  were  need- 
ful to  make  the  required  Cultivation — The  petitioners  there- 
fore humbly  pray  your  Excell-"  and  Honours  would  not  take 
advantage  of  the  breacii  of  said  Condition,  but  that  you  would 
be  pleased  to  Extend  the  Charter  of  said  New  Grantham  to 
the  present  Grantees  for  such  longer  Time  as  your  Excell^^  and 
honours  mav  think  convenient  to  complete  the  dutv  enjoined 
by  their  said  Grant — The  prospect  not  being  so  discouraging 
as  when  they  received  the  former  Grant,  the  said  Grantees  are 
determined  to  proceed  immediatelv  to  fulfill  the  conditions  re- 
quired by  their  said  Charter,  provided  Your  Excell-^  and  hon- 
ours will  be  pleased  to  indulge  them  in  their  above  said  Re- 
quest    And  they  as  in  Duty  bound  v.'ill  ever  Pray  &c. 

Abel  Stevens 

In  behalf  of  the 
Grantees  &c  of 
New  Grantham. 

Portsmouth  July  4"'   1772. 
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GREENLAND. 

[Greenland  was  originally  a  part  of  Portsmouth.     Ed.] 

Petition   of  the  Inhabitants  of  Greenland  for  privi- 

Iedges—l-]OS' 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  Esq— Govern-  and   Com- 

ander  in  Chiefe  in  and  over  his  Majesties  province  of  New 

Hampshire  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same — 

The  humble  Fetition  of  John  Johnson  xA.braham  Lewis  and 
Samuell  Weeks  on  l^ehalfe  of  themselves  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  Greenland,  belonging  to  tlie  Town  of  Portsmouth 

Humblv  Shcweth 

That  there  are  about  three  hundred  &  Twenty  persons  ;  men 
women  and  Children  in  Greenland  who  are  Oblidged  to  come 
to  the  Bank  to  meeting,  and  the  distance  being  live  and  six 
miles  and  the  season  of  the  yeare  occasioning  bad  travelling  as 
alsoe  the  danger  of  the  Enemy  makes  it  very  difficult  and 
Tedious  to  gett  to  the  said  meeting,  or  to  send  their  children 
every  day  to  school  being  not  able  to  Table  them  abroad  :_  See 
that  your  poor  petitioners  are  almost  deprived  of  publickly 
hearing  the  word  of  God  or  getting  their  children  Educated 
with  Reading  and  writing  x\nd  your  petitioners  have  desired 
at  a  publick  Town  meeting  to  have  the  Liberty  of  a  minister 
and  schoolmaster  among  themselves.  They  paying  their  sallary 
and  to  be  Exempted  from  paying  to  the  minister  and  school- 
master at  the  Bank  but  there 'is  noe  care  taken  about  itt  by  the 
Town  who  continues  Silent  in  the  matter. 

May  it  therefore  please  y'  Excellency  to  Consider  the 
premise,  and  to  order  as  you  in  your  prudent  Judgment  shall 
se5  meet  relateing  to  the  sam.e  whereby  yo'  petitioners  may  ob- 
taine  the  priviledge  of  a  minister  and  schoolmaster  among 
tlremselves  as  aforesaid,  And  they  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 

pray  &c 

John  Johxsox       .  . 

Abraham  Lewis 

Samuel  Week.s 

S'^  May  1705 
This  Petition  is  referred  to  the  Select  men  of  Portsmnp  make  answer 
•and  objections  if  they  have  any  to  myselfe  in  a  months  time. 

^  J.  Dudley. 
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J-'etition  of  sundry  persons  to  be  joined  to  Greenland  parish. 

17'     January    17  [6. 
To  the  Ilonourajlc  George  Vaughan  Esq.  L'  Governor  of  his 

Majesties  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  Honourable 

his  Majesties  Coun.sel— 

The  Himible  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  That  live  on  the 
Pattin  adiacent  to  Greenland  who  are  on  this  side  of  the  line 
■which  was  formerly  Run  between  Portsmouth  and  Exeter  be- 
gining  att  Walls  Crick  &  running  to  Hampton  bounds — 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  we  the  subscribers  would  humbly  pray  that  we  mavbe 
joined  to  Greenland  Parrish  because  we  there  commonly  at- 
tend the  worship  of  God,  which  is  abundantly  more  conven- 
ient for  lis  than  anv  other  place  of  publick  worship  and  have 
diverse  of  us  been  helpe  full  in  building  an  house  to  Avorship 
God  In  there  att  s'  Parrish. 

We  Likewise  the  Itdiabitants  of  Greenland  being  a  poor  & 
small  Parrish  Humbly  pray  your  honors  to  Grant  that  all  the 
Inhabitants  which  are  within  the  afore  s'  line  from  Walls  crick 
to  Hampton  bounds  May  be  adcd  to  us — We  therefore  humblv 
crave  your  Honours  Grant  of  these  our  request  c'^  voor  peti- 
tioners as  In  Duty  bound  shall  pray  ccz. 

Ebenezer  Johnson  ^, 

John  Gate,  '    Assesors  i- 

James  Bekrey  j 

Nathaneli  Wright 
Richard  V.'hite 
Jud.  Allen 
Samuell  Folsom 
Mikel  Hicks 
Joseph  Hill 
Walter  Pliilbrick 
John   Eveny 
Isaac  Foss 
Jonatb.an  Weeks 
Th'"  Letherbe. 


Petition  of  Greenland  for  a  g-rant  of  certain  pozvers^  1720-r. 
Province  of  )  To  y^'  Hon'''^'  John  Wentworth  Esq  Ltt,  Govern- 
New  Hamp'  j  and  Command  -in  Chief  for  y'-'  time  being,  & 
to  y'  Hon'-'  y'  Councill  of  his  Alaiestv^ 
Province  afores''. 

The  petition  Jam^Johnson.  Sam'  Weeks  &  Josh  Wee.ks  of 
Greenland  in  behalfe  of  s''  Parrish — Hum''  She'.veth  — 

That  on  y"^  15''^  Instant  att  a  Parrish  meeting  Law  fulh- con- 
ven'd  we  your  Petition'"  were  elect''  a  comitte  to  address  your 
Hon'    i^'  this  Hon    ■    B(jard    in    beh.alfe   of  our   s     Parrish   for 
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some  further  liberty"  .i  Priviled'  to  be  granted  in  &  amongst 
ourselves  lor  y'  v'"  Petition''  have  now  only  y^  lihertv  of  Rais- 
ing money  on  y  Inhabitants  there  for  y-  support  of  y"-'  minis- 
try schoole  (.^  poor  vv -'in  y  District:  &  y'  Province  Tax  being 
Raised  by  the  Selectinen  &  assessors  of  Portsm"  who  living 
Remote  canot  posibly  be  apprised  of  y'  perticular  Capacit}' of 
y*"  several  Inhabitants  there — Whereby  y  Tax  is  many  times 
very  unequal-  Wherefore  your  Petition''^  Hum-  Prav,  y'  your 
Honours  in  your  Great  Wisdom  wil  see  cause  to  order  y*-  we 
may  be  dismissed  from  y  Bank  from  having  any  tax  laid  on 
us  there  ;  &  y*  we  may  be  freed  from  y"  charge  and  Trouble  of 
attending  y*-'  Publick  Town  meetings  there  &  y'  a  Comittee  be 
Bv  vour  IIon"-~  chosen  to  Proportion  Greenland  in  y-'  Province 
Rates  &  y'  y '  same  may  be  Rais'  in  Equal  Proportion  i3y  our 
own  assessors  &  y'  Mr  Treasurer  be  Direc^'^  to  issue  forth  his 
Precept  to  our  Parrish  for  y-  End  &  v"  we  may  choose  a  con- 
stabl  amongst  our  selves  to  collect  y  assessments  y'  are  from 
time  to  time  made  &  y"  we  may  be  allow'  y '  Privilidge  of 
choosing  one  assembly  man  in  our  Parrish  to  Represent  us  in 
Gen"  Assem'-  we  paying  him  out  of  the  Parrish  stock  which 
Grant'  y'  Petition"  shal  as  in  Duty  bound  ever  pray  &c. 

Jam'  Johnson 
iS,  Mar.  1720-r  Sam"  Weeks 

Josh.  Weeks. 

March  21"  at  a  Council — 

Psent  V'  Lt  Gov-  WentAvorth,  Sam'  Penhallow  Esq.  Rich'  Wibird, 
Colb'  Walton  E^q.  Tlio"  Wastbrook,  E:-q.  George  JaftVey — 

The  above  Petition  Read,  and  Granted  and  Ordered  tiiat  a  com'ittee 
upon  Oath  take  an  account  of  y  Rateable  Estate  of  y  District  of 
Greenland  by  w-^'  y"  Proportion  of  the  Prov.  Tax,  is  to  be  Settled  who 
are  to  make  Return  to  this  board,  that  the  Treasurers  warrant  be  made 
out  accordingly. 


Petition  of  Greenland  for  a  T'ozuns/iip. 
To   His   Excellency  Samuel   Shute   Esq'  Capt  Gen"  &  Com- 

'and''  in  Cheif  &  Over  His  Maj    '  Prov.  of  New  Plamp''  and 

to  the  tlon '  ■■  the  Council  of  s'  Province — 

The  Plumble  Petition  of  Sam'  Weeks  James  Johnston  & 
Mathias  Ilaines  of  Greenland  Parish  in  the  Town  of  Portsm" 
in  y^  Prov.  of  N.  Hanip''  afores  ■  for  themselves  t'c  in  behalf 
of  s'-  Parish.  Humbly  Sheweth. 

That  }0'  Petitioners  area  district  of  Portstn  and  always 
have  been  accounted  Part  of  s'  Portsmouth,  and  have  paid 
Rates  in  s''  Tow^n  accordlnglv,  and  but  very  Lately  have  been 
made  a  Separate  Parrish,  and  the  Town  of  Portsm  '  afores" 
having  obtained  a  <jrant  of  vo'  Excelleiicv  ctHon'"  for  a  Town- 
ship, 
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Yo""  Petitioners  Humbly  pray  that  yo'  Excellency  &  Hon""^ 
would  be  pleased  to  Ord'  that  yo''  Petitioners,  as  they  all  along 
have  paid  their  part  of  the  charges  &  help  to  support  the 
warrs  against  the  enemy  as  inhabitants  of  Portsm '  afore^^ 
That  they  may  now  Reap  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  Grant 
of  Land  in  proportion  w'"  their  neighbours — the  other  inhab- 
itants of  s''  Portsmouth  or  that  yo'  Petitioners  may  have  an 
Equivalent  of  Land  adjoyning  to  the  afores'  Grant,  Granted 
unto  us. 
And  yo'  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  boimd  will  ever  Pray  : 

Sam"  Weeks, 
James  Johnston. 
Matthias  PIaines. 
Portsm'  Mav  lo'-'   1722. 


Portsmouth  votes  relating  to    Greenland. 
Att  a  Gen''  Town  meeting  held  in  Portsm"  y'  4''-  June.  1705  : 
Where  a^  -f-  Town  of  Portsm"  paves  £100  p   Annum  for  v  support 
of  their  minister  in   s'   Town —     Att  the  Request  of  v  inhabitants  of 
Greenland  part  of  s'  Town  considering  \-=  Distance  of  Ground  v*  num- 
ber of  persons  i:  y-  Danger  of  passing  to  Public  worship. 

Voted,  Tiiat  y-  inhabitants  of  Greenland  be  paid  out  of  the  Town 
stock,  their  proportion  of  s'""  £100  During  y'-  Maintenance  of  an  able 
Minister  among>t  them  and  no  longer  &  y*  s^  Proportion  be  vearlv, 
Proportion^  by  the  selectmen  for  time  being  y*  Bounds  of  Greenland 
to  be  on  y  south  side  of  coll  Packers  farme. 

Pr  Sam'-  Keais,  Town  clerk. 
True  Coppy  out  of  y«  third  Book  of  Records  for  Portsm' :  foil.  12  : 

p  Josh.  Peirce, 

Town  cler. 
15  Mar.  1719-20  ^ 

--  Att  a  Gen'-  Town  meeting  in  Portsm "  y*'  S''  Aprill,  1706, 
'  ■  Voted.  That  y=  Inhabitants  of  Greenland  in  this  Town  being- 
freed  from  paying  y  proportion  of  Rates  for  y-  Ministrje  fix'd  att 
Straberry  Bank  in  consideration  oi  their  maintaining  a  minister 
amongst  themselves  y  s''  Inhabitants  of  Greenland  having  procured 
y'  they  may  have  150  acres  of  land  out  of  y  comons  lying  ti  being  att 
Greenland:  Bounded  to  y'  So-vv  west  End"  of  y  Great  Swamp  &  y  s'^ 
150  acres  to  be  taken  out  or  Deduct^  from  -vv-  may  fall  to  y  share  of  .s'^ 
inhabitants  of  Greenland  of  s''  comons  whenever  there  siiall  be  a  Di- 
vision of  ail  y  Towns  comons  y^  s''  150  acres  to  be  laid  out  bv  \'-  Lott 
layers  where  it  may  be  most  convenient  for  y  ministry  jc  school  for  y 
use  of  that  part  of  y  Town. 

Sam"  Keais,  Town  Cler. 
True  coppy  from  y  3'^  Book  of  Record  for  Portsm"  foil :   13'- 

Josh  :  Peirce,  Town  Cler.. 
15'*^^  Mar.  1719-20, 
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And  That  the  Parish  of  Greenland  be  bounded  upon  the  Great  Bay 
"by  the  farm  of  y  widow  Jackson,  Joshua  Prirce,  >N:  Israel  March  :  cV  so 
to  Packers  bridge,  and  thence  to  Joshua  Ihiinses,  M  Cates  ^S:  Edvv' 
Ayras"s  farm  and  from  thence  southwesterly  to  Ilaniptoa  bounds  :  and 
that  these  Present  Inhabitants  with  the  lands  and  estates  thev  live 
upon  &  whosoever  shall  live  upon  them  hereafter  or  build  &  Inhabit 
-within  the  limitts  aforesaid,  shall  paytheir  Parish  Taxes  to  Greenland. 

The  Above  is  i\n  Extract  out  of  y"  Council  book  pass'd  bv  the  Gen" 
Assembly  y-  2S'''  of  July,  1714. 
At'te'st. 

Rich''  VN'aldron,  Cler.  con. 


Petition  of  inhabitcDits  of  Bfcakfast  Hill  (i). 
To  the  hon''-  John   ^Vent\vol•th   Esq.    Liut   Govern''  &  Coni- 
ander   in  Cliier  in    and   over  his   5vlaj''-'   Province   of  Xew 
Hampshire  to  y'  lion'''     tlie  Council    &   house   ot'  representa- 
tives Conven'd  in  Gen  ■  Assemblv. 

The  humble  Request  of  us  the  Subscribers  inliabitants  about 
Breakfast  hill  tS;  owners  of  Land  neare  Greenland  meetins;- 
house,  humbly  Desires,  That  whereas  we  are  soe  neare  said 
meeting  house  k.  have  paid  our  part  towards  tlie  maintenance 
of  y'  Ministry  there  Ev''  since  it  hath  Ix'cn  built,  Y"  for  the 
future  wee  may  be  by  act  of  Go\X'rnmeiit  set. of  towards  pav- 
ment  of  the  ministr}-  to  y  place  it  being-  mo&t  convenient  for 
us  by  many  miles — &  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
May  25"^  1725. 

his  mark 
Thomas  O  bery  James  Whidden 

Jo''  his  O  mark,  bleak  James  Johnson 

Isaac  his  j  mark,  tbos  R.  ^^■ibird 

James  fooler  desires  to  pay  to         lolin  VVheden 

Greenland  X  Saiuic-bLch  be  a 

parisii  of  themselves. 

(1)  >o  railed  Crom  the  cu-ciunstauce  that  a  jiarty  of  Imlians  in  V-\<c,,  after  an  early 
attack  '.n  iuiiabitanrs  ol'  I'orlsmoulh,  ai!<l  th-'  -lau,'.;-litor  ot'  tourteun  persoiis,  h.i3i:ilv 
retreate-i,  ain.i  iCopped  ou  the  doclivity  of  a  !iiU,  ,11  iw  in  (jreynland;  and  took  break- 
fast; ever  sin.'e  it  has  retiuned  tlic  uaiue  of  lireakl'ast  Hill.  .See  vol.  il,  Prov.  Pap. 
p.  Isw,  note.    Ell. 


Petition  Jor  extension  of  boundary  lines. 
Province  of  )  To  the  hon  '  Jolin  AV'entv.orth  Esq.  Liut 
Xew  Hamp'  j  Govon'  &  Comander  in  Chief  in  ;mu1  o\-er  his 
Maj'-"  Province  of  Xew  Hampsliire  ami  to 
tlie  hon'"'"'  the  Councill  cS:  house  (;f  Represent- 
ati\-es  Conven'd  in  Gen  •  Assembly  for  s'^ 
Province. 

The  humble  Petit!  ,n  of  C:i,pt  Sairiuell  Weeks.  Capt   Josiiua 
Weeks  &  Mr  lolm  Cate. 
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In  the  behaife  of  the  Poore  pavrish  of  (jreenland  as  they  are 
Impowered  bv  said  parrish  to  represent  the  same  with  the  select 
men  of  Greenland. 

humbly  Sheweth.  -    ,       ^  r  o     ^ 

That  whereas  bv  a  vote  formerly  ot  the  iown  ot  forts- 
mouth  (of  which  the  said  Greenland  is  a  part)  It  was  voted 
that  Greenland  Bounds  should  be  on  the  South  side  ot  Pack- 
ers farm  fwhich  supose  is  now^  Doctor  Marches)  and  Whereas 
bv  a  Vote  of  the  Gen''  Assembly  28"'-  July  1714.  Its  said  that 
Greenland  bounds  to  Packers  Bridge  and  thence  to  Joshua 
Haineses  M'  Gates  &  Edw^  Ayerses  farm,  The  Same  is  verry 
Ambiguous  Whether  these  are  included  or  Excluded  and  alsoe 
Mr  Edward  Avers  at  that  time  had  two  farms  Southwest  of 
s'  Packers  or  5-Iarches  farm— &  it  is  not  mention'd  which — 
And  ^Vhereas  Cap^  Langdon  c^c  the  coraittee  that  made  the  last 
return:  run  the  line  from  said  Marches  farm  to  Edward  Ayres- 
Southwesterlv  farm,  Exclusive  of  said  Farm;  which  line 
comes  to  Xorthwa-rd  of  Bern"  Brook  in  the  Rhoad  to  Sandy 
Beech,  which  i^  not  above  a  mile  from  Greenland  Meeting- 
house, and  Excludes  fifteen  families  that  live  about  Breakfast 
hill  from  v  s^^  Parrish  of  Greenland  that  used  to  pay  there 
towards  maintenance  of  the  ministry  &  lye?  most  convenient 
for  them  to  come  there.  The  loss  of  so  many  families  is  verry 
Gieac  &  Grievious  to  vour  verry  poore  petitioners  : 

Therefore  vour  humble  Petitioners  Humbly  prayes  (That 
considering  vour  said  parrish  of  Greenland  consists  chiefly  in 
verrv  poore 'Inhabitants)  and  Containes  a  verry  small  Qiian- 
titv  of  Ground;  Great  Part  of  said  Parrish  being  not  three 
Q_uarters  of  a  mile  Deep  &  In  the  Deepest  or  Widest  place 
verry  little  above  a  mile — That  they  conUiine  a  small  Compass 
of  Grond  &  no  probability  of  Increasing  themselves— humbly 
prayes  vour  consideration  *.^  order  that  theire  line  betwixtthem 
and  Portsmouth  mav  Extend  Due  south  from  Marches  farm  to 
y«  farm  M'  Edward  Avers  Bought  of  the  Adm^'  of  Richard 
Jose  Esq  Dcceas'd  and  thence  South  East  to  New  Castle  line 
v.-hich  line  will  take  in  the  fifteen  families  afore  s'^  and  suppose 
the  line  formerlv  Intended— But  if  it  should  seem  meet  to  your 
hon'^  to  take  these  fifteene  families  from  said  Parrish  it  would 
occasion  theire  Breaking  up  not  being  able  of  themselves  that 
remaine  to  support  the  charges  of  the  Ministry  with  the  other 
contingents  on  them.' 

All  the  Comittees  that  Ever  made  any  returne  relating  to  a 
Divissionale  line  being  all  of  Portsmouth  they  made  it  as^'-'^ch 
in  theire  favor  as  possible  by  all  Strain'd  construction— There- 
fore if  your  hon'^  se  not  meet  to  Grant  us  the  line  Desier'd, 
That  then  v'  hon  -  will  appoint  a  Comittee  of  som  other  Towns 
(wholly  Indifferent)  to  make  ;md  settle  a  line  as  they  shall  see 
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4jorr,c;ncul,  accoiclu.  to  ruilbiuuulli  Town  VoaLe,  in  1705  and 
in   Greater  Certainty  than  hath  as  yet  been   Don.     And  your 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 
May  19^''  1735. 

John  Gate 
Joshua  Weeks 
Eb):xezer  Johnson 
Mathias  Haines 
Sam"  Weeks 

May  y'  26"'  1725. 

In  the  Mouse  of  Representatives 
read,  and  ordered  that  the  Select  men  of  Portsm '  be  serv'd  with  a 
copy  of  the  petition  and  they  to  notifie  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  To 
Appeare  tlie  secon.d  day  of  the  setting'  of  the  next  Gen"  Asseinhlv  to 
show  cause  (.if  anv  tliev  can)  why  tlie  Prayer  of  the  I'etition  may  not 
be  granted. 

James  JefFry,  Clr.  Ass^ 
In  coun'  Eod"  die. 
Read  and  concurred 

Rich*  Waldron 


Petition  relating  to  tax  warrant . 
Province  of  )  To   his  Excellency   Beiining  Wentworth    Esq. 
New  Hamp''  j       Gaptain  General  Go\-ernor  and   Commander 
in  Chief  in  &  over  his  jMajestvs  Province  of 

New  Hampshire.   The  Hon''"'   his  Majesties    Councill  and 

House  oi  Representatives   in   General  xYssembly  Convened 

—Jan.  12'''  1763. 

Humbly  Shews — James  Bracket  &  Simon  Dearborn  both  of 
Greenland  in  said  Province  yeomen  and  two  of  the  selectmen 
of  said  Greenland  for  the  year  1762  the  Maj.  part  for  them- 
selves &  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Greenland  that 
the  selectmen  of  said  Greenland  for  said  year  Raised  a  Tax 
on  the  said  inhabitants  and  gave  a  list  thereof  to  Joseph  Pick- 
erin  Constable  of  said  Greenland  for  said  year  with  a  warrant, 
and  the  hands  of  the  Majour  part  of  the  said  selectmen,  in 
consequence  thereof  the  said  constable  hath  made  distress  on 
sundry  of  the  said  Inhabitants  of  said  Greenland  who  refused 
to  pay  their  Respective  Taxes  and  for  which  sundry  actions 
are  brot  against  him  to  the  Inferior  court  to  be  held  in  March 
next,  and  on  examining  the  warrant  aforesaid,  it  appears  that 
the  Selectmen  have  neglected  to  seal  the  same,  which  is 
thought  necessary  by  Law,  and  if  so  will  greatly  hurt  said  In- 
habitants, for  altiio  most  of  them  may  not  dispute  it,  yet  there 
are  many  that  do  &  so  pay  no  Ta.v;  this  year,  Besides  bringing 
a  great  charge  on  the  said  Inhabitants  for  the  suits  allready 
commenced  &  others  that  may  be,  wherefore  the  Petitioners  as 
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.aforei:iid  Humbly  pray  the  advisement  of  this  Hon'"'''  Court 
•on  the  Premises — and  that  you  ■svill  be  pleased  to  pass  such 
Order  thereon  as  to  make  the  said  Warrant  good  Si  Valid 
The  want  of  seals  notwithstanding  or  grant  such  other  Relief 
thereon  as  to  vou  shall  seem  meet.  And  your  petitioners  as 
aforesaid  shall  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray. 

T  T>  ~)  Selectmen 

lAMES    BrACKETT   f  .- 

biMEON  DeARBOX  [   r^  ,         , 

)  Greenland 

Province  of  ")  In    the    house  of   Representatives  Jany   19,    1763.     This 
New  Hamps'  1       petition  bein^  Read 

Voted  That  they  be  heard  thereon  on  fryday  next,  &  that  they 
Cause  tiie  sundry  persons  who  prosecuted  the  constable  for  Illegally 
making  Distraint  to  be  notihed  thereof  that  they  may  be  present  if 
"they  see  cause. 

A.  Clarkson  clerk. 
In  co'ancil  Eod"  Die. 
Read  >k  concurr'd. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr  Secry. 

Province  of  ^  t     ^u'    tT  c  t^  ..•         t      ^  r 

-VT       X,  in  the  House  of  Representatives   lan"^  .:i,  176^ 

New  Hamps  )  '  j  '     1    j 

The  party  being  heard  on  the  within  Petition —  \'oted  i:  Rer;olved 
that  the  V.'arrant  Referr'd  unto  in  the  within  Petition  is  a  good  & 
Lawful]  Warrant,  the  want  o*'  seals. notwithstanding,  and  also  resolved 
that  all  the  warrants  given  by  any  selectmen  or  assessors  singly  or  con- 
junctly within  this  Province  for  the  Collecting  of  any  Rates  or  Taxes 
for  the  year  1762  shall  be  Looked  upon  and  accounted  legal  and  V'alid 
the  want  of  seal  or  Seals  notwithstanding 

H.  Sherburne  Speaker. 
In  Council  Jan:-'  ^-'^  1763 

Read  i  concurr'd  with  this  addition  (viz),  That  if  the  Plaintiffs  men- 
tioned in  the  within  Petition,  shall  withdraw  their  suits  ,S:  not  prose- 
cute them,  that  in  that  case  no  complaint  be  Received  for  cost  in  such 
actions  from  tiie  constable  or  other  Defendant  in  any  of  the  actions 
aforesaid 

T.  Atkinson,   Jun"  .Secry. 

Province  of  ")  t     ..u     i_  1-  n  ^  ^-         t      -      ,k      ^ 

XT^,.  ij^^„..  'in  the  hou^e  ot  Representatives  Jan-  25'''  1763. 
New  Hampr  j  ^  j  j        /   j 

Read  and  Concurrd. 

H.  Sherburne  Speaker 

Consented  to  B.  Wentworth. 


Petition  for  representation  in  the  General  Assembly. 
To   his  Excellency   Jonathan    Belcher   Esq.   Capt.  Gen  '  and 
Commander   in   cheif  in  and   over  his   Maj"'"   Province   of 
New  Hampshire,  the  hon'''"'  the  councill  &  house  of  Repre- 
sentatives conven'd  in  Gen''  Assembly. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Capt  Joshua  Weeks  Ebenez'  John- 
•son  &  Matthias  Haines,  Select  men  for  the  parrish  of  Green- 
land in  s'  Province  In  behalfc  of  the  said  Parrish,  most  hum- 
bly Sheweth — 
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That  the  Pnrrish  of  Grecnluiul  for  scverall  }'ears  past  since- 
they  have  been  set  of  from  Portsmouth  have  not  had  the  Ben- 
netit  of  havir.g  a  voat  in  makeinq;  choice  of  anv  person  to  sit 
in  the  Gen''  Assembly,  and  therefore  are  humbly  of  opinion 
that  they  are  much  Grieved  in  not  having  any  person  to  Rep- 
resent them  in  Gen''  Assembly  nor  any  Vote  in  the  choice  of 
any  other  : 

Therefor  y  '  humble  Petitioners  most  humbly  prays  For 
themselves  and  in  Behalfe  of  said  parrish  of  Greenland  That 
your  excellencie  &  hon''  .ic  will  as  in  y""  v.'isdom  you  shall  see 
meet  to  make  such  order  act  or  Law  so  that  your  Petitioners- 
may  have  the  liberty  of  other  Towns  or  precincts  to  have  the 
choice  of  some  one  of  their  Freeholders  to  Represent  them  in 
the  Gen  '  Assembly  &  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall 
ever  pray 

Joshua  Weeks 
Kbexezer  Johnson 
Matthias  Haines 

May  the  lo''-  1732. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives. 

Voted,  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  answered  and  that  his  Ex- 
cellencie be  desired  to  Issue  out  a  precept  for  an  assembly  man  to  ap- 
peare  at  the  next  sessions  in  the  fall — 

James  Jeffry,  Clr.  Ass'^ 
May  the  I3'''  173^. 
In  council  May  13,  1733 
Read  &  Concurred 

R  Waldron,  Sec'y 
I  assent  to  the  foregoing  vote,  May  15,  1732.' 

J.  Belcher 


GROTOX — formerly  Cockermouth. 

[Groton  was  incorporated  7th  Dec,  1796.  It  was  granted  by  the  name 
of  Cockermouth,  Nov.  22,  1766.     Ed.] 

Petitio7t  of  yoJin  Hale  and  Samuel  Hobart  for  a  re-grants 
To  his  Excellency   John   Wentworth  Esq.    Captain  General, 

Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  in   »S:   over  his   Majestys 

Province  of  Xew  Hampshire. 

In  Council  December  4'"  1771. 

The  memorial  of  John  Hale  &  Samuel  Hobart,  for  them- 
selves tSc  a  number  of  Others  his  Majestys  subjects,  Piu-chasers- 
from  the  Grantees  of  a  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Province  afore- 
said  of  the   Contents  of    about  six    miles  square,    which  was- 
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oTiir.ted  22'  Xovemb'  1766,  by  the  name  of  Cockermouth  on 
Certain  Conditions  therein  specified,  and  the  said  Grantees 
have  not  been  able  to  comply  therewith,  for  sundry  Reasons  — 
The  great  Difticuky  the  first  settlers  have  undergone,  for  want 
of  Roads  through  other  Towns  adjacent  &  the  discourage- 
men'~  they  have  met  with,  by  a  long  &  expensive  Law  suit 
with  the  Proprietors  of  Plymouth  &c  and  the  time  of  settle- 
ment being  now  elapsed  v/hereby  part  of  the  said  Town  be- 
comes Forfeited  &  reverts  to  his  ^Iajesty 

Your  memorial  humbly  Pray  that  they  may  be  favour'd 
with  a  Regrant  of  said  Tract  of  Land  &  further  time  to  settle 
the  same  in  such  manner  as  your  Excellency  tv:  Honours  shall 
see  fit,  &  to  Exclude  such  delinquent  Proprietors  of  the  Former 
Charter  as  have  not  done  their  proper  share  of  Duty,  and  upon 
the  usual  conditions  and  your  Memorial  -"  as  in  Duty  Bound 
shall  ever  pray. 

John  Hale 
Sam'    Hobart 


Memorial  of  yames    Goold  and  others  abou.t  a    Petition  oj 

Samuel  Liver ryiore. 
Province  of  \  To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq.  Cap- 
New  Hump'  j  tain  General  Governor  &  commander  in  chief 
in  and  over  his  !NL\jestys  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  and  the  Honourable  his  Majestys 
Council,  most  humbly  sheweth — 
That  your  petitioners  are  Inhabitants  in  the  Easterly  part  of 
Cockermouth  that  most  of  us  have  lived  there  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  with  our  families — that  we  have  been  at  great 
cost  &  Expence  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  land,  building 
houses  making  Roads,  Bridges  &c  all  which  we  chearfully  per- 
formed, and  sundry  of  us  have  made  such  Improvements  that 
by  the  produce  thereof  with  a  common  blessing  we  are  able  to 
Git  a  comfortable  support — That  when  we  first  Began  our  set- 
tlement we  proceeded  in  a  Regular  manner  having  in  the  first 
place  (most  of  us  with  the  other  proprietors)  Pinxhased  a 
Charter  of  his  Excellency  the  late  Governor  of  the  Township 
of  Cocker  mouth,  which  Town  ship  sundrey  years  before  that 
time  had  been  sun-ey'  and  Lay'  out  as  by  a  plan  by  which  we 
purchased  said  Town  will  appear  and  many  of  which  Bounds 
According  to  said  plan  are  plaiidy  to  be  seen  to  this  day.  which 
bounds  are  Agreeable  to  the  Late  plan  or  map  of  the  Province 
made  by  Docter  Langdon  and  Major  Blanchard,  which  are 
plainly  to  be  seen  to  this  day,  &  that  we  are  all  settled  fairly  & 
clearly    within    tiie    o'd    lir.cs  &    Boimdaries    ot  said    Cocker 
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mouth  where  we  Expected  to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  our  Labour 
peaceably  and  Qiaietly,  and  with  an  Encorraj^ement  and  ex- 
pectation of  having  the  Gospel  settled  amongst  us  Sc  as  Good 
and  Loyal  subjects  to  our  King  having  as  far  as  in  our  power 
complyed  witli  his  Royal  Instructions  with  Respect  to  the  set- 
tlements that  we  have  made  where  we  now  dwell — And 
Whereas  Samuel  Livermore  Esq  has  Petitioned  your  Excel- 
lency &  Honours  praying  that  the  Westerly  line  of  Plymouth 
may  be  Extended  westerly  to  a  place  called  Fletchers"  corner 
which  is  a  mile  or  more  farther  west  than  the  antient  &  proper 
Line  of  Plymouth  and  which  would  be  Takeing  off  a  mile  of 
Cocker  mouth  and  is  the  Land  where  we  all  Live  :  If  the 
prayer  of  said  Petition  should  be  Granted  and  by  which  means 
we  and  our  Houses  and  all  our  Improvements  would  be  taken 
off  from  Cockermouth,  and  by  that  Means  we  should  loose  all 
that  we  have  in  the  world  &  we  &  our  tamilys  be  Reduced  to 
poverty.  We  Humbly  Conceive  that  Granting  the  prayer  of 
Mr  Livermores  Petition  is  only  to  Serve  the  Particular^Inter- 
€St  of  a  few  Individuals  who  are  Interest-  in  the  Common  Land 
in  Plymouth,  Who  cannot  by  any  Means  have  any  Just  Right 
to  our  Land  fot  they  have  already  much  more  land  than  is 
Given  them  by  their  Charter  wltliouL  this  addition,  and  Plv- 
mouth  as  a  Town  Do  not  appear  to  be  Benetitted  bv  the  addi- 
tion, and  are  not  Desirous  of  anv  such  Thing,  and  Whereas 
M'  John  Fenton  appears  to  joyn  with  'Sir  Livermore  in  said 
Petition,  by  Consenting  that  it  should  be  Granted  setting  forth 
that  he  is  a  patintee  of  Three  Thousand  acres  in  the  Land  Pe- 
titioned for  &c.  We  humbly  Conceive  that  they  have  been  lay- 
ing their  schemes  to  gether  in  order  to  injure  and  hurt  us  and 
to  Take  away  from  us  our  Substance,  which  we  humbly  con- 
ceive we  are  Justly  Intided  to  by  virtue  of  our  fuliilling  his 
Ivlajestys  Instructions. 

No  Doubt  but  Mr  Fenton  has  a  just  Right  to  Three  Thou- 
sand acres  of  his  Majestys  un  Cultivated  ungranted  Land,  but 
not  any  Right  to  our  Houses  and  Improvements,  any  more  than 
he  has  to  our  persons  to  be  slaves  to  him — Wherefore  we  most 
humbly  pray  your  Excellency  &  Honours  attention  &  Consid- 
eration on  this  matter  which  is  of  Great  Importance  to  us  and 
that  you  would  be  pleased  to  Interfere  and  protect  us  in  the 
peaceable  and  Qiiiet  Enjoyment  of  our  Infant  settlement  in  the 
Wilderness  and  that  you  would  not  Grant  the  prayer  of  that 
Petition,  nor  put  it  Into  the  Power  of  Mr  Livermore  or  Mr 
Fenton  or  any  other  person  to  Molest  or  Destress  us  and  we  as 
in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

James  Goold,  Ebenezer  Melven  Jr 

Simeon  Lovejov  Jacob  LoTejoy 

Nathaniel  Ball'  Jonas  Hobart' 

Ebenezer  Melven  Thomas  N"even  Jr 

Thomas  Neverii  Samuel  Farley 

£No  date.] 
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HAJSIPSTEAD. 

[This  town  was  incorporated  19  of  January,  1749.     Ed.] 

Petition  yo?-  a  Parish. 
To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentvvorth  Esq.  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Cheif  In  and  Over  his  Majesties  Province 
of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England,  And  to  the  Honour- 
able His  ^Majesties  Council  and  house  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  Assembled.  Jan  i.  1743-4 
The  Humble  petition  of  the  subscribers  Inliabitants  In  the 
Province  aforesd,  Sheweth. 

That  the  greater  part  of  vour  Petitioners  are  Inhabitants  of 
the  Land  in  Controversie  between  Kingstown  and  Haverhill — 
That  one  part  of  us  hold  our  Land  of  Haverliill  and  the  other 
of  Kingstown.  That  However  the  Right  of  the  soil  may 
be  disputed.  \vc  are  without  Dispute  of  New  Hampshire  Gov- 
•ernment.  That  your  Petitioners  are  at  such  a  Distance  from 
every  Parish  Meeting  house  as  Renders  our  attending  publick 
Worship  upon  the  Sabbath  \n  -dwy  of  O'ur  Neighbouring  Con- 
gregations Exceeding  Difficult,  and  to  manv  of  us  quite  Im- 
practicable. That  we  are  therefore  obliged  to  procure  some 
person  to  preach  to  us  or  else  to  live  ^vithout  the  Benefit  of  that 
Ordinance.  Mav  it  therefore  please  vour  Excellency  and  Hon- 
ours to  take  our  case  under  vour  Wise  consideration,  and  either 
Vest  us  with  Parish  Powers  with  the  following  bounds  viz. 
Begin! !ig  at  a  Crocked  red  oak  tree  standing  in  London  Derry 
line  from  thence  runing  Eastwardly  three  miles  on  Bryants 
line  Thence  North wardlv  to  a  bridge  called  Capt  Ingalls 
Bridge  thence  westerU"  so  as  to  comprehend  the  Dwelling 
b.ouse  of  one  Jacob  Wells  from  thence  to  the  Corner  Beach 
tree  on  Chester  line  and  from  thence  upon  London  Derr}-  line 
to  the  bounds  first  mentioned.  Or  If  this  may  not  at  present 
be  granted  at  least  to  pass  an  Act  to  Impower  us  for  a  tim.e  to 
assess  and  Levie  Taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  within  the  bounds 
above  sd  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  and  other  Incident 
Charges  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray. 

Subscribers. 

John  Hoog  Samuel  Worthen,  Jr 

William  >Ioulton  George  Little,  Jr 

William  Stevens  Samuel  Watts 

Peter  Easman  ^Beniamin  Philbrick. 

Micheil  Johnson  Jonathan  Kimball 

Hugh  Tallant  Ezekiel  Little 

John  Atwood  Jeremiah  Eatton 

Israel  Huse  Sam"  Stevens.  Jr 

Nathaniel   Hirriman  John  Johnson 
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William  Ea>;t!iian  David  Heath 

David  Conp>  William  Heath 

John  MiK'.'zv  Robert  P'ord 

Joseph  Stevens,  Jr  John  Kezar 

Daniel  Roberds  George  Ke/:ar 

Daniel  Roberds,  Jr  Otho  Stevens 

Ebenezer  Gill  James  Johnson 

Nathaniel  Heath  Onediah  Davis 

Joseph  Stevens  Josiah  Davis 

Daniel  Johnson  Joseph  Little 

Thomas  Croford  Moses  Tucker 

James  Mills  John  Bond 

Zecheriah  Johnion  Jonathan  Bond 

William  Hancock  Daniel  Hebberd 

James  Heath  James  Graves 

Steven  Emerson  James  Cook 

Benianiin  Emerson  Jonatlian  Gile 

Caleb  Heath  Samuel  Stevens 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  Apr  iS'"'  1744-  The  within  Petition 
Read  and  Voted  that  the  Petitioners  (at  their  own  charge)  serve  the 
Selectmen  of  Kin'^^ton  with  a  Coppy  of  this  Petition  and  the  V'otes 
thereon  that  thev  maj  appeare  the  third  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  after  the  first  day  of  May  next. 

James  Jeffrey  Cler.  Assm 


Vote  of  Kingston^  setting  off  certain   persons  for  a  neiv 
Parish^  (&c. 

Prov.  of  New  ?{amp. 

At  a  Legall  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  6c  freeholders  of  Kingstown 
held  the  24'''  of  September,  1746, 

i^'-  Lev'  John  Swett  was  chosen  moderator  of  that  meeting. 
2'^  Voted.  That  we  do  hereby  as  tar  as  in  us  lieth  sett  off 
Mo^es  Tucker  John  Straw 

Israel  Huse  Jonathan  Colby 

James  Huse  Daniel  Hibbard 

James  Graves  Daniel  Kidd 

John  Bond  Jacob  Gurdy 

Jacob  Weils  David  Straw 

Meshach  Gurdy  Reuben  Clough 

John  Straw  Jr  '  Israel  Huse,  Jr 

William  Straw  John  Pressey 

Philip  Wells  Benjamin  Tucker 

Jacob  Tucker  John  Hogg  >St 

"Joseph  Dow  Orlando  Colby 

of  Kingstown  above  'sd  with  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  in  s'  town 
for  a  Distinct  Parish  or  Precinct  Bounded  as  followeth  viz :  be- 
gining  at  the  Beach  tree  which  is  the  Dividing  Boundary  between 
London  Derry  and  Chester  s'  Tree  standing  on  y  we?t  line  of 
s''  Kingstown  and  Running  Southerly  on  s'  Kingstown  said  Line  as 
heretofore  -ettled  between  s'  London  Derry  ^:  s'  Kingstown  to  the  Isl- 
ands Pond  rso  called)  then  Runnin^r  East  and  B  South  three  miles. 
Then  NortlierlvTiil  a  North  \'  B  West  Cour-ewiil  strike  s'  Kingstown 
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line  \vhere  it  crosses  the  mill  Brook  (so  called)  as  heretofore  settled 
beiwcen  s'  Kingstown  .V  s'  Chester  &  from  thence  viz  where  s'  Line 
Crosses  s'  mill  Brook   to  run  Southerly  on  s'-  line  to   the   Beach  tree 

first  mentioned.  -r,      ,      r  ti  j 

This  is  a  true  copy  taken  out  of  kingstown  Book  ot  Records. 

Jed.  Philbrick,  Town  Clerk. 


Petition  of  Richard  Hazzen,   d-c.   about  support  of  Rev. 
fames  Gushing. 

To  His  Excellency  Beniiiiig  Wentworth  Esq.  Govcrnouv  & 
Commander  in  Cheif  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  in  New  England  &  to  the  Hon'^  his  Maj- 
esties Councill  &  House  of  Representatives  in  Generall 
Court  asseinbled  at  Portsmouth  for  s'  Province.  May  174S. 

Humbly  Shews. 

Richard  Hazzen  for  himself  and  in  behalfe  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  thatPart  of  Haverhill  district  commonly  called  Tim- 

berlane. 

That  the  Inhabitints  of  said  Timberlane  have  for  the  crreat- 
est  part  of  fifteen  vears  past  at  a  verry  great  cost  and  charge 
hired  a  miiiister  to'  ureach  amongst  tiiem  and  at  the  same  tirne^ 
been  Excused  from*  paying  any  "thing  towards  the  support  of 
the  Rev '  Mr  James  Gushing. 

That  the  Rev'"'  Mr  Cushings  Hearers  (Exclusive  of  said 
Timberlane)  live  about  two  thirds  of  them  on  the  North  Side 
of  the  Boundary  Line  and  in  this  Province  and  the  other  third 
on  y^  other  side'  on  which  side  lyes  also  the  greatest  part  of  his 
Personage  or  Glebe  Lan.ds 

That  at  a  meeting  of  the  District  in  November  last  Pursu- 
ant to  the  selectmens  warrant  It  was  agreed  &  Voted  that  the 
inhabitant>  living  on  this  side  of  y'  line  (meaning  those  who 
lived  out  of  Timberlane  limits)  should  pay  the  Rev'  Mr  Gush- 
ing Twr)  Hundred  pounds  f^r  his  support  this  year.  Old  Tenor 
on'' consideration  of  the  Depreciating  of  the  money  c^c  which 
would  have  been  a  small  matter  more  than  what  they  paid  last 
year. 

That  some  time  al'terwards  at  a  Legall  meeting  of  the  atore 
s'  Districts.  The  inhabitants  of  Timberlane  were  by  vote  set 
OiT  from  Mr  Cushings  Parish  and  near  the  same  lines  which  a 
committee  Sent  By  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon'"'  Council 
thought  proper  to  be  done  as  appears  by  their  Report. 

That  notwithstanding  the  meaning  &  intent  of  the  afore  s" 
Vote  respecting  M"  Cushings  Support  by  which  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Timber  lane  ought  "to  have  been  excused  from  paying 
any  diii.g  tiiereto  k  after  they  were  set  o.T  from   Mr  Cusliings 
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Parish  as  much  as  t!ie  District  had  a  power  to  do.  The  assess- 
ors have  rated  us  to  Mr  Gushing  and  thereby  made  their  own 
Taxes  much  less  than  last  year,  Sc  taken  away  our  money 
from  us  which  we  should  hav'e  had  to  pay  our  own  minister 

That  we  have  been  thereby  necessitated  to  make  a  Rate 
amongst  Our  selves  to  pay  our  minister  but  as  we  had  no  le- 
gall  power  to  do  it  some  refuse  to  pay,  so  that  we  are  now  in 
a  verry  deplorable  Condition  unless  your  Excellency  &  Hon- 
ours will  Interpose  on  our  behalfe. 

We  therefore  Humbly  Sc  Earnestly  request  your  Excellency 
&  Honours  to  compassionate  our  circumstan.ces  &  give  Such 
Orders  that  we  may  be  excused  from  paying  to  y "  RcV'  Mr 
James  Gushing  &  at  the  same  time  that  he  may  not  be  cheated 
and  de'raudedof  his  honest  due,  &  that  we  may  be  Impowered 
to  raise  a  Tax  amongst  our  Selves  to  pay  our  own  minister  or 
that  you  will  utibrd  us  Such  other  Relief  as  to  your  Excel- 
lency &.  Honours  shall  think  best  for  us. 

And  for  your  Excellency  &  Honours  your  Humble  peti- 
tioners as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  ».S:c 

Richard  Hazzen 

for  himself  Sc  in  behalf  of  y'  Inhabitants  of  Timberlane,. 

May  12''^  174^- 


Petition  of  Ed-card  EUnt  and  others  to  be  annexed  to 

Hainpstcad. 

To  his  Excellency   Bcnning  Wentworth   Esq.  Governour  & 

Commander  in  Chief  in  iS:  over   his  Majesties   Province  of 

New  Hamp.-hire  in  Xew  England  &  to  the  Hon'  '  the  Coun- 

cill  of  said  Province. 

Humbiv  Shews, 

The  petition  of  Edward  Flynt.  vSamuel  Stevens  &  others  the 
Subscribers  tliat  your  petitioners  Liveing  in  that  part  of  Ha- 
verhill District  commonly  called  Timberlane  have  alwavs- 
together  v.ith  the  other  Inhabitants  chearfully  paid  their  Taxes 
&  when  a  petition  was  preferr'  by  the  said  Inhabitants  to  your 
Excellency  Sc  Honours  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Township, 
your  petitioners  signed  y''  said  petition  &,  hoped  that  when  the 
Township  was  incorporated  that  not  only  vour  petitioners 
Houses  but  their  estates  also  would  have  been  taken  within 
y^  charter  being  much  more  f>r  the  Interests  of  your  petition- 
ers than  to  be  put  any  where  Else. 

But  so  it  is  may  it  please  your  Excellency  &  Honours  that 
by  the  Charter  of  Plampstead  lately  Granted,  your  petitioners 
Estates  are  so  Divided  that  near  one  half  lye  within  the  Town 
of  lianipstead   Sc   the   other  half  is   left  ouc    notwithstandine' 
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their  Lands  have  for  many  years  past  been  fenc*^  in  and  im- 
proved &  being  so  Divided  &  vSplit  by  tlie  said  Lines  it  is  to 
the  verrv  great  damage  of  your  petitioners 

We  tlierefore  earnestly  request  your  Excellency  &  Honours 
to  annex  our  whole  lands  to  Hampstead  according  to  our  first 
petition. 

And  for  vour  Excellency  &  Honours  your  Humble  petition- 
ers as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Edw'  Flint 
Sam'  Stevens 
Nehemiah  Stevens 
David  Stevens 
S.A.M^  Stevens 
W'  Stevens 
Joseph  Stevens 
Hampstead, 

February  14'"  1749. 


Hx\MPTON  and  H.l^MPTOX  FALLS. 

[Hampton  belon-^^ed  originally  to  Mas.sacliu>etts,  and  was  settled  by 
people  from  that  Colony,  in  163S.  In  16S0.  it  was  separated  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  joined  to  New  Hampshire.  Hampton  Falls  was  incor- 
porated as  a  Parish  in  1712.     Ed.] 

Petition  of  Selectmen  about  taxes. 
To  the  Honorable  y '  Lieut  Governer  and   Counsell  &c  :  with 
the  Assembly  now  sitting  att  New  Castle 
The   hmnble    petition   of   us  y*"    Select    men    of    Hampton 
Sheweth 

That  y'  petitioners  by  warrant  from  y'  Treasurer  to  make  an 
assessment  oi  230  ""  and  y'  through  a  mistake  in  making  y'' 
Rate  have  made  it  04  '  '  short  of  s'^  Sums  and  y"  time  being  now 
out  according  to  s''  Warrant  and  yo"  petitioners  not  having 
power  to  Asses  y"  Remainder  Humbly  pray  yo"  Honors  to  im- 
power  y  Treasurer  to  Grant  a  warrant  to  us  y^  sd  select  men 
&  Commlssio'  and  yo''  petition'^  will  forthwith  Make  y'-'  Rate 
for  y"  Remainder,  &  yo  petitioners  will  by  y  blessing  of  God 
never  be  wanting  to  pray  for  your  Hon"^ 

John  Moulton  Thos  Philbrick 

Abra.  Green  Phile.mon  Dalton 

Jn'  Deerbarne  Jn"  Tucke 

Peter  Weare  Selectmen  of  Ham.pton 

May  y''  20-''  1695. 

Voated.  That  y   .Selectmen  are   Impowered  to  make  assessment  on 
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their  Inhabitants  according  to  there  petition  for  adjusting  that  Rate  past 
by  y  Assemble 

John  Pickerin,  Clark 
Past  by  the  Councils 

W"'  Bed  ford  Dept  Secrv 


Petition  of  Abraha))i  Drake  and  otJicrs  about  a  tract  of 

land  in  Kingstozvn. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley   Esq.    Capt.   Generall   and 

Goveriiour  in  Cheif   in  &  over    Her    Majesty's   province   of 

the  Massatusetts  B:iy  t*c  Xew  Hampshi'"  &c 

The  petition  of"  y'  selectmen  of  v'  Tovrn  of  Hampton  in 
New  Hampshire  in  behalf  of  y*'  freeholders  &  Comissioners  of 
y*^  s'  town     Humbly  Shevreth 

That  your  petitioners  this  last  sumer  had  Jud.G^'ment  given  in 
favour  of  Mr  Peter  Wear  at  two  Cotirts  the  Charge  where  of 
cost  them  more  than  50  pounds,  for  not  laving  out  a  Tract  of 
land  at  a  place  formerly  called  New-plantation  since  called 
Kingstown  which  s'  Grant 'ivas  to  |obn  Marston  who  sold  all 
his  Rights  in  Hampton  unto  one  Deacon  Page  mrnx-  tha.n  .[o 
years  since  ^^■hich  s'  Pav;e  hath  evjr  since  cnjoved  his  Ri^-hts 
&  devisions  of  lands  in  Hampton  abOve  s-  untill  this  lastsiimer 
y*  said  Peter  Weare  produced  a  preteitded  deed  of  ccnvevance 
from  y'"  s-  John  Marston  Writen  c\:  Signed  at  Andover  &  y* 
same  day  acknowledged  by  his  Father  Xathaniell  Wear  Esq. 
in  New  Hampshire  by  s  John  Marston.  which  Deed  is  much 
to  be  suspected  for  a  fraudilent  Deed,  for  y'  if  y*  said  John 
Marston  were  lining  at  V  time  of  v'"  Date  of  s'  Deed  which  is 
m.uch  cjuestioned,  yett  certainly  he  was  deatl  before  anv  such 
Instruments  appeared,  and  it  is  farther  evident  by  testimonies 
of  y-  Reaverent  Mr  Barnard  minister  of  y'  tov/n  togeather  with 
other  principle  men  of  Andover,  v'  V^  s'  John  Alarston  bv 
Reason  of  age  h.;;d  not  been  able  tor  some  vears  before  his  death 
to  go  to  y-  publick  worship  not  of  :i  disposeing  inind  &  mem- 
ory mtich  less  able  to  travill  in  so  short  a  time  to  acknovviedge 
a  deed  in  New  Hampshire  when  there  were  so  many  justices 
in  his  way,thether,  besides  severall  other  testimonevs  who  are 
of  y'^  s '  John  ^larstons  neer  Relation  who  heard  him  say  v' 
Mr  Wear  had  been  at  him  to  sell  him  a  piece  of  land  at  New 
plantation,  but  he  v.ould  not  do  it.  Wee  therefore  lav  this  our 
humble  petition  before  your  Excellency,  together  with  y* 
Above  mentioned  E\  idences  and  pray  y'  as  }"  said  Nathaniell 
Weare  Esq  is  in  publicke  place  of  trust,  and  wdiose  signingan 
acknowledgment  is  of  more  valine  than  two  crcadable  Witnes 
&  witb.out  which    no    Deed  bv  Eaw  ca'i   be  executed  nor    Re- 
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corded,  we  pray  y'  y*  siiid  Esq.  Weare  may  answer  possitively 
whether  he  ever  saw  y'"  said  John  Marston  of  Andover  in  this 
province  of  New  Hampshire  since  y^  Date  of  y"  said  Deed 
made  to  his  son  Peter  Wear  by  s'  Marston.  that  so  y"  truth 
may  appear,  it  being  y"'  truth  of  all  Testimony  or  Record  y' 
makes  them  vallued,  and  y""'  said  Esq.  Wear  hath  been  sum- 
moned to  y'  Court  &  paid  his  charge,  yet  will  Say  nothingbut 
puts  to  prove  possetivelv  y'  Marston  did  not  grant  to  his  son 
Feter  or  y'  he  was  not  in  y^  province  of  New  Hampshire  to  ac- 
knowledge it  &c.  The  proceeding  to  y*  finding  out  y*  truth 
wee  have  no  cause  to  dought  but  your  Excellency  will  Justly 
■do  &.  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray  as  in  duty  bound 

Abraham  Drake" 

John  I^Ioultox       !  o  ,     . 

•U  T  >belectmen 

Peter  Johnson 

Samuel  Dow 

Dated  13'"  of  November  170S. 


Certijicate  of  Nathaniel  Weare. 

16  November  1708. 

Nath'  Weare  Esq.  beiri!?  Exam-  before  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  Council  Whether  he  took  the  acknowiedgment  of  one  Jolm  Mars- 
ton, formerly  of  Andover  dec-  to  a  Deed  of  Conveyance  from  the  said 
Marston  to  Peter  V/ean;  dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  May  one  thousand 
eeven  hundred  and  seven  and  now  produced  in  court,  and  where  the 
said  Marston  was  when  he  acknowledged  the  said  Deed  and  at  What 
time. 

Mr  Weare  Answered  that  he  being  at  Andover  the  13'''  day  of  May 
1707  he  went  to  the  House  of  the  said  John  Marston  about  noon  and 
-exhibited  the  above  said  Deed  to  the  said  John  Marston  since  dec'^  he 
being  then  in  his  Right  senses  and  the  said  Marston  did  tlien  &i  there 
of  his  own  free  &:  voluntary  Will  acknowledge  the  same  to  be  his  act 
^nd  Deed. 

Exam-  before  p.iblick  Councill  the  16'''  Nov''  1708. 

Chas.  Story,  Secretary. 


Certijicate  of  Jabez  Smith. 

Ham'^  May  17'^  1721. 
Mr  Greenough  Sir.  We  Received  y'  Order  of  Assembly  >S:  in  Obedi- 
ence to  s-  Order  We  Gave  Notis  to  y  Freeholders  In  said  town  to  meet 
this  Day  att  three  of  y'  Clock  After  Noon  >Sc  accordingly  thay  did  meet 
&  the  C)rder  of  Assernbly  was  red  to  them  ic  y  Constable  Desired  them 
■to  Bring  in  there  Vots,  but  thay  Brought  none  in. 
Sir  I  am  yours  to  Sarve, 

Jabez  Smith  in  behalf  of  y*  Select  men. 

22 
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Petition  for  leave  to  make  a  separate  tax. 
To  His   Honour   John    Wintworth    Esq.    L'   Governoiir   and' 

Comandcr  in  Ciiiet"  in  &  over  his  majubties  Province  of  New 

Hampshire  and  the  Honorable  the  Members  of  the  Council! 

&  Representatives  Now  sitting  in  Generall  Assembly. 

The  humble  address  k.  Petition  of  his  Majesties  Loyall  and 
DeutifuU  Subjects  Inhabitance  of  the  falls  or  South  Parish  in 
hampton  most  humbly  sheweth 

That  as  there  was  formerly  an  act  past  that  the  Whole  Town 
of  Hampton  should  Raise  thair  Province  &  Ministars  Rates 
to  gether,  wee  of  the  fails  parish  finding  many  disadvantages 
in  not  having  power  to  raise  those  Rates  singly  by  our  selves- 
and  in  particular  wee  want  to  make  an  alteration  &  addition  to 
our  Ministers  Sallery  which  wee  cannot  well  doo  by  reason  of 
our  being  obliged  t'j  Raise  our  Rates  in  Generall  to  gether  in 
the  whole  town  we  have  no  Power  to  Raise  for  any  addition 
by  our  selves. 

Wee  therefore  Pray  that  v/ee  may  be  freed  from  that  act  and 
may  have  pov.er  given  us  in  our  Parish  to  raise  our  province 
and  ministrv  Rates  by  our  selves,  that  whatsoever  v/ee  have  or 
shall  agree  "with  our  minister  for — wee  may  have  power  to  per- 
form and  doo  therein  as  the  Lav/  gives  power  to  a  town,  as  in 
all  other  Rates  wee  are  single  by  our  selves  wee  may  be  so  in 
the  province  and  ministers  Rates  likewise. 

As  in  your  wisdom  you  shall  think  nt  and  your  petitioners 
as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

In  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Inhabitants  of  s'  Parish. 

Nath'  Weare   ) 
IciiABOD  RoBiE  V  Selectmen. 
Nath    Heai.ev  J 

In  Council  Aor'  ix""  1726 

Voted,  upon  reading  y=  above  Petition  That  y "  selectmen  of  y'  first 
Parish  of  Hampton  be  served  tbrthw"  with  a  copy  of  s'  Petition  by  the 
Petitioners  ^S.:  be  notifved  that  the  hearin<jf  upon  s '  Petition  is  appoin  ted 
to  be  on  Thursday  next  at  10  oclock  A.  M.  that  tliey  may  convene  the 
s'^  Parish  to  chu.;e  an  Ai;ent  or  .igents  to  appear  before  the  Gen-  As- 
sem  >  at  y  s'^  time  to  shew  cause  If  any  they  have  why  the  Prayer  of 
the  s"^  Petition  should  not  be  granted. 

Rich'^  Waldron,  Cler.  Con. 

Eodem  Die 

In  the  house  of  Representatives. 
The  within  Petition  was  Read  and  the  Vote  thereon  and  the  vote- 
concured  with  this  amendment  (^that  whereas  in  the  within  vote  for  the 
first  p'ish  to  be  Notified  to  appeare  next  thursdaj)  Voted— That  the  se- 
lectmen of  y  first  p'ish  in  Hampton  be  served  with  a  coppy  of  tlie  Pe- 
tition and  to  appeare  f  i  shew  cause  if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer 
of  the  Petitioner  may  not  be  granted  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen'^ 
Assm,  the  second  dav  of  theire  sitting 

James  JefFry,  Clr.  Ass" 
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In  Coun.  Eod.  Die 

Concurr'd  w'"  the  amcndm' 

Rich'l  Waloron,  Clr.  con. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire,  9"'  23^  1726 

After  hearing  the  deputies  for  each  of  the  Parishes  in  Hampton  re- 
lating to  tiie  Petition  In  the  house  of  Representatives  g^"-  23'^"-  1726, 

Vo'ted — That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  so  farr,  viz.  That 
the  south  parrish  of  Hampton  called  the  falls  parrish  be  impowered 
fully  &  Seperately  by  themselves  to  make  a  Rate  on  all  p'.sons  ii:  Es- 
tates within  said  p'ish  for  the  payment  of  theire  ministers  sallary  at  all 
Times  hereafter,  and  be  utterly  free  from  haveing  anything  to  do  with 
the  first  p'ish,  or  the  first  p'ish  in  Hampton  with  them,  relateingto  the 

ministers  sallary.  i  «-      ^1      a     m 

James  Jefiry  Clr.  AGS'" 

Read  and  Concurred. 
In  Coun  Eod.  die 
Read  Si  Concurred 

R.  Waldron  cler.  con 


Request  relating  to  highways. 

Request  being  made  to  us  the  select  men  of  Hampton  falls  or  south 
Parish  bv  sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  cf  the  northv/ec-t  pai  t  of  ifl  Parish 

Theire' Request  to  us  is  that  wee  ^vould  perfect  the  highways  where 
theire  was  Land  Left  for  hisch  ways  between  the  Ranges  of  Lots  in  the 
first  West  devision  so  called  and  parfect  other  high  ways  where  thay 
are  wanting  to  be  perfected  accordingly  we  have  dune  as  follows 

The  flrst'high  way  wee  Layd  out  is  begining  at  the  deviding  Line 
between  Hampton  and  Kings  town,  &  so  Runing  Esterly  at  the  north 
Eand  of  the  Lots  in  the  5' '  Rang  in  the  first  west  devision,  socalled  s'* 
hi<'h  way  to  be  2  Rods  wide  northerly  from  the  bounds  of  s'  Lots 
through  's''  division  and  from  thence  a's  the  way  now  goeth  to  John 
Prescuts  and  from  thence  as  the  way  now  Goeth  to  the  top  of 
the  hill  by  Jonathan  Sweets  s'  highway  to  be  2  Rods  wide  and  from 
thence  as  the  way  now  goeth  to  Gr.tpvine  Run.  this  part  of  s"  high- 
way to  be  3  Rod^'vvide  and  from  thence  as  the  high  way  now  goeth  to 
y«  Contrev  Road  bv  Co"'  Wears  2  Rods  Wide 

2'iiy  And  have  lav'd  out  an  other  high  way  begining  at  S'^  deviding 
Line  and  Runing  Easterly  at  y  north  Eand  of  the  Lots  in  the  6  Range 
of  lots  in  the  afore  s'  division  as  s'  Lots  are  bounded  to  Lay  northerly 
of  s^  bound>  2  Rods  wide  to  the  way  that  goeth  from  Richard  San- 
burns  bv  Tames  Sanbuns  except  it  be  at  a  great  Rock  in  s''  way  against 
Stephen  Hobses  Land  and  theire  s'  high  way  to  Lay  one  Rod  to  the 
Northward  of  s''  Rock. 

3'i:>-  And  have  Laved  another  high  way  from  the  deviding  Line  be- 
tween Hampton  Jv:  Exeter  Runing  Southerly  at  the  side  of  the  Ester- 
most  Lot  in  the  7'^  Range  in  s^  devision  to  the  way  Last  mentioned  2 
Rods  wide 

4'y  And  have  Layed  out  another  high  way  from  s^  deviding  Line  be- 
tween Hampton  ,S:  Exeter  Runing  south  aty"  Esterly  Eands  of  the  Lots 
in  the  8'^  Rang  of  Lots  in  s*^  devision  through  s'i  devision  2  Rods 
wide 

5'y  And  have  Lay'd   another  high  way  from  s^  deviding  line  bet^veen 

■  Hampton   &i  Exeter  near  Wadlv  Crams   Runing  Southerly  at  the  Est- 

"'jrly  Eands  of  the  Lots  in  the  <^''  Range  of  Lots   in  s<i  devision  as  the 
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Lots  in  s''  devision  are  bounded  to  the  hic^h  way  at  John  Presruts  afore- 
•mentioned  2  Rods  wide  and  this  wee  make  our  Return  this  20'"  day  ot* 

'  Moses  Blake         ]         Select 

len  cvf 
Elisha  Purintun 


Vera  Copia- 


attest, 


John  Bacheldor 


Hampton 

falls  or 

South  Parish 


Jon"  Fifield  Parish  Clerk 


Petition  relating  to  a  Parish. 
To  the  Honourable  hous  of  Representatives  of  this  his  Majes- 
ties Province  of  Nev/  Hampshire  Greetini;. 
Gentlemen    we   your    honours   humble   petitioners    humbly 
sheweth  that  whereas  his  Honour  y^  Governor  with  his  Majes- 
tys  Counsel  in  answer  to  a  petition  from  hampton  did  Grant  a 
parish  at  North  Ende  of  said  town  as  shall  apear  by  a   Coppy 
of  s '■  grant,  but  it  did  not  com  to  the  honrable  hous  of   Repre- 
sentattves  for  their   coticurranc    thearvvith  Thearefore  we  your 
honours   humble  petitioners  humbly  crave  your  concurrance 
theare  with,  and   in   so   doing;  you  will   much   oblege  us   your 
humble  Servants    As  in  duty  bound  we  shall  ever  pray, 
Hampton  November  30,  1730. 


Simon  Marston 
Maurice  Hobbs 
Timothy  Dalton 
David  Pag 
Simon  Darbon 
Joshuay  Brown 
John  Godfre 
Thomas  Marston 
Joseph  Dearbn 
Daniel  Sanborn 
Widow  Sarah  Samborn 
John  Sliaw 
Jonathan  Page 
Richard  Tayler 
John  Johnson 
John  Radman 
Thomas  Marston 
Benj^  Roby 


John  Wedgwood 
Edmund  Chapman 
Ebenezer  Godfrie 
Ruben  Darbon 
Job  Chapman 
William  Palmer 
John  Darbn 
John  Marston 
Joseph  Chapman 
Benj'  Thomas 
Sam'  Darbon 
William  Godfree 
Sam'  Marston 
Sam'  Bachelder 
Benimin  Johnson 
John  Smith 
Sanaue!  Dearbon 
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Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ha7npton  JFalh  for  a  tavern 

liccfise. 

^_       To  his  Excellence  Jonathan  belcher  Esq.  Capl  Gen- 

to-  o-        erall   and    Commander  in    Chief  in   and    over  His 

Maj"-'  province  of  New  hampshire  &c  and  to  the 

,Hon'''*^  the  Counsell  and  House  of  Representatives 

conveaned  in  Gen''  Assembly. 

The   humble   petition  of  us  y     Subscribers   Inhabitants  of 

Hampton  falls  parish  most  humbly  sheweth. 

That  for  three  or  four  years  Last  past  wee  have  had  Sundry 
Divisions  and  parties  made  which  has  cosd  much  distraction 
and  trouble  amongst  y  people  of  this  parish  upon  y '  account 
of  y'^  tavern.  The  hous  formerly  Bult  by  Co'-  Peter  Weare 
at  y®  Corner  where  two  streets  met  was  Bult  with  Logs  after 
y*^  manner  of  a  Garrison  and  on  purpose  for  a  publick  hous  of 
Entertainment  for  travelers  &c  and  was  vearv  sarvesabie  tor  v' 
Security  of  Travelers  and  y"  Inhabitants  in  y'  troublesum 
time  of  war,  upon  y*^  consideration  of  so  good  sen-ice  to  y* 
publick  y"  Generall  Assembly  of  this  province  made  it  a  Li- 
cenced Hous  as  wee  have  been  Inform'd  and  it  has  been  Im- 
prov''  for  y-  use  ever  since,  till  about  a  twelve  month  since, 
and  novv  By  the  consideration  and  order  of  his  Mai"'  Gen" 
Qiiarter  sessions  of  y"  peace  for  s-  provence  held  at  Dover  the 
fourth  of  Sept  1732  a  Licence  was  Granted  to  another  man 
whos  hous  is  not  so  convenient  and  against  y''  Desire  of  most 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  parish  the  Selectmen  of  our  parish 
Did  at  y^  sessions  aflbre  said  approbate  Mr  Daniel  Colins,  y* 
present  owner  of  y''  old  Hous  y'  usually  had  ben  tlie  tavern 
who  has  substance  by  him  and  well  suplied  to  keep  v'  house 
with  sutable  nessasaries  for  entertaining  Strangers  and  trav- 
ellers and  since  he  lias  had  y*-'  s'  Hous  he  has  Laid  out  Con- 
siderable upon  it  in  altering  and  maheing  new  additions  to 
make  y''  Hous  more  convenient  and  fitt  for  such  Bussness. 
Therefore  wee  your  most  humble  petitioners  most  humbly 
prays  that  as  y'  said  House  was  a  Licenced  Hous  formerly  as 
By  Liveing  Evidence  it  can  be  proved  that  it  was  so  and  for 
That  it  will  prevent  making  parties  amongst  us  by  Striveing 
every  year  which  shall  get  y"  approbation,  that  the' same  Hous 
may  again  be  made  a  Licenced  House  the  person  keeping  it 
allwais  giving  Bonds  from  time  to  time  for  keeping  Good  or- 
ders and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  pr.iy. 

Daniel  Weare  Jonathan  Fifield 

Samuel  Daves  Moses  Black,  Se.-^ 

Rcbr.rt  Q^iir.Dv  Jon  Chapn.an 

John  Frer.ch  John  Stan-nr. 

Ker-.ry  Latr.prj  Shadriek  Wafde 

Bdward  V/oi-":  Jor^j-e  Conar 

Joseph  Cass  Jr  Isac  Fales 
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Jerem''  Browne 
John  Hnlle 
Tim'  Blake 
Henry  Grene  (?) 
Benj"  Moody 
Ralp  Butler' 
Enoch  Sanburn 
John  Gove  Sen' 
Winthrop  Dow 
Joseph  Worth 
Jacob  Brown 
Ephraim  Hoyt 
Nathan  Hoyt 
Ephraim  (?) 

Jeremiah  Easman 
John  Chase 
Joseph  Nortin 
Ebe'iezer  Dow 
Samuel  Page 
Jonathan  Chase 
,      John  Philbrick 
Natlian  Sanborn 
Jesreal  Clii'ord    ■ 
John  Clifford 
Beniamin  Prescut 
Samuel  Tiiton 
John  Cram  Jr 
Joseph  Pcarkins 
John  Wjre 
Samuel  Healey 
Nath'  Healey 
Jonathan  Green 
Jonathan  Bachelder 
Joseph  Tiiton 
John  Cram 
Jonathan  Cram  Jr 
John  Browen 
James  Moulton 
Samuel  Matshun 
John  Matron 
Jacob  Garland 
John  Green 
Jacob  Stan  van 
Thomas  Gi'll 
Amos  Cass 
Sam''  Emons 
Benjamin  Green 
Jedjah  Blake 
Nathan  Clough 
Joseph  Cass 
Jonathan  Cass 
Sharon  Blake 
Ton''  Philbrick 
Benj^  Pearkins 
Thomas  Cram 

In  Coun.  Feb.  28'^  1732-3- 

Read  and  unanimously  Voted  to  be 
R.  Waldron  Secrj. 


William  Thomson 
Ichabod  Robie 
Jethro  Tiiton 
Jonathan  Nason 
Jonathan  Bachelder 
Samuell  Lane 
PJchard  Sanborn 
James  Sanburn 
Joseph  Tiiton 
Shurbun  Tiiton 
Josiah  Tiiton 
David  Sanborn 
John  Page 
Ebenezer  Prescutt 
Stephen  Hobs 
Israel  Jam.es 
Abra  ■  Moulton 
Timothy  Huchesun 
Joseph  Wadleigh 
John   Swain 
Philemon  Blake 
Robert  Row 
John  Bachelder 
Wad  ley  Cram 
Daniel  Kelley  (?) 
John  Green  Sen. 
Lenamin  Cram 
Wiiliarn  Evans 
Jonathan  Tiiton 
Jonathan  Prescutt 
Jonathan  Row 
Thomas  Leavit 
Elisha  Prescut  (?) 
Elisher  Prescut  Jr 
Benj  Prescut 
Edward  Tuck 
Sam"  BI;ike 
Nathanii-U  Prescutt 
Joseph  Draper 
Richard  Nason 
Beniamin  Sanbon 
James  Prescutt 
Jeremiah  Green 
Jonathan  Prescut 
Benj     Sweet 
Benj.  Hiland 
Tim"  Hiland 
Calub  Browne 
Thos.  Philbrick 
Jeremy  Gove 
Jonathan  Dow 
Jn"  Harvy 
John  Gove,  Jr 
Calub  Swan 


dismissed. 
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Petition  for  a  ?ie~u  Parish. 
To  His  Exeellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq  Governor  and  Com- 
mander i!i  cheif  in  and  over  His  Majestys  Province  of  New- 
Hampshire  in  New  England 
And  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  for  said  province  and  to 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives  now  sitting 
in  Gen'  ass"'  for  said  province, 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  that  part  of  kings- 
town  called  the  East  part  of  kingstown  and  the  west  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  falls  parish  in  Hampton 

Himibly  shezceth 
That  there  being  fifty  familys  &  upwards  within  the  precincts 
above  named  who  having  for  a  long  time  lived  at  a  grate  dis- 
tance from  anv  meeting  house  where  the  publick  worship  of 
Gctd  has  been'carryed  on  and  most  of  us  having  great  familys 
which  very  Rare  above  one  or  two  of  a  family  can  go  to  the 
house  of  God  y"  greater  part  of  the  time  by  reason  of  the 
great  distance  we  live  from  any  meeting  house  and  thereby 
the  greatest  part  of  our  tamilys  have  been  deprived  of  the  dis- 
pensation of  y'  G'-spel  and  tliere  has  been  almost  a  famine  of 
-,"=  word  and  worship  of  God  amongst  us  thear  being  near  four 
hundred  souls  whereof  not  above  y  ■  sixth  or  seventh  part  can 
attend  said  worship  which  is  very  prejudicial  to  the  Glory  of 
God  and  destructive  to  our  eternal  wellfare  for  the  Greatest 
part  of  us  thus  to  be  brought  up  in  ignorance  which  is  a 
greater  Grief  to  us  than  we  can  herein  express  and  y°  only 
cause  of  addressing  your  Excellency  and  the  hon''"  Council  be 
assembly  herein  and  for  preventing  the  difficultys  and  hard- 
ships which  we  have  for  a  long  time  laboured  under,  and  for 
the  advancement  of  the  glory  of  God  and  good  of  souls  we  the 
subscribers  hereof  humbly  pray  your  excellency  &  y''  Honnor- 
abie  the  council  that  wo  may  be  set  of  a  particular  district  or 
precinct  for  the  maintaining  a  Minister  with  the  priviledges  of 
carrying  on  tlie  atiairs  of  town  or  parrish  according  to  the 
bounds  hereafter  expressed  or  as  your  Excellencie  and  the 
Honorble  the  council  8i  house  of  Representatives  shall  in  wis- 
dom see  fit  the  bounds  of  y^  precinct  herein  petitioned  for  we 
desire  it  may  run  two  mile  and  a  half  on  Aimsbury  line,  west- 
ward into  Kingston  from  y"  line  y^  riivides  Hampton  and  Kings- 
ton &  one  mile  and  halfe  on  Exeter  line  and  from  y^  same  di- 
viding line  to  run  Eastward  by  Aimsbury  &  Salisbury  line 
Eastward  towards  Hampton  two  miles,  i-3,  and  to  carry  that 
same  breadth  of  two  mile  and  a  half  to  Hampton  north  line 
upon  a  north  line  parallel  to  the  dividing  line  afores'^  and  if 
your  Excellency  &  v*  hon'''  y'  council  Si  house  of  Representa- 
tives in  your  wisdom  shall  see  meet  to  grant  your  Petitioners 
:so  reasonable  a   request,  we   most   humbly  pray   if  possible   it 
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may  be  so  y'  we  may  be  able   to   build  a   meeting   house  this- 
summer  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  dutv  bound  shall  ever  pray 

John  Darling  Isaac  Fellows 

Joseph  Greele  Ebenezer  Collins 

Joshua  Prescutt  Ebeitezu  vSleeper 

Nathan  Bachelder  Samuel  Amons 

Phinehas  Bachelder  John  Weare 

Richard  Clifford  Samuel  Clifford 

William  Smith  .  Jonathan  Palmer 

I?ick  Gresen  (?)  Beniamin  Brown 

Abraliam  Smith  John  Graves 

BenJ'  Swett  Josiah  Bachelder 

Daniel  Darling  Ebenezer  Bachelder 

Edward  Fifield  Joseph  Shaw 

Joseph  Berry  (?)  Gideun  Shaw 

Samuell  Look  Philip  Dow 

Beniaman  French  Edward  Look 

Jonathan  Dole  Ezekie!  Dow 

Jonathan  Greely  Nathan  Present 

Ebene/.er  Fellows  Joshua  Prescut  Jr 

Ichabod  Clough  Josiah  Tilton 

Jerernv  Webster  James  Tapin 

Isaac  Godfrey  Ruben  Currier 

John  Clifford  Henry  Currier 

Benjamin  Moirill  Ezekiel  Morrill 

Jeremiah  Prescutt  Abner  Morrill 

Elihu  Chase  Richard  Fites 

In  the  Hou=e  of  Representatives  May  9''   1732 

The  within  Petition  Read  &  ordered  that  the  Parrish  of  Hampton|Fall» 
Sc  the  town  of  Kingstown  be  served  with  a  copy  of  this  Petition,  &  or- 
dered to  appear  the  Second  day  of  the  next  full  sessions  to  shew  rea- 
sons if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer  of  petition  should  notbe  granted- 
This  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  Petitioners 

James  Jeffry  cler.  Assm. 

In  Council  May  13'^  1733 
Read  and  Concurrd 

R.  Waldron,  Secry. 

I  assent  to  the  above  vote. 

May  15 :  1732.  -  J.  Belcher 

In  the  Mouse  of  representatives  March  i"  1732-3 

The  within  petition  being  read  &  tht;  pleas  and  allegations  on  both 
sides  being  heard  ik  considered  tis  Voted  that  the  s"^  petition  be  dis- 
missed 

George  Walton,  Clr.  protem. 


Concurrence  in  j'orcgcing  petition. 
To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq  &  Gov'  &  Coman- 
der  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  New 
Ilainps  in  New  Enc^land  &  to  the  Honnourable  Council  & 
to  the  Gent'  of  the  House  of  Representatives  now  sitting  ia 
General  Assembly  for  s^  Prov. 
This  is  to  Signifie  to  y   Excellency  &  to  the  Hon''"  CounciL 


TOWN  PAPERS HAMPTON  AND  HAMPTON  FALLS.         34.5 

&  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  That 
Whereas  we  the  Subscribers  of  Hampton  Living  whithin  y' 
Limits  or  Bounds  of  this  Petition  for  a  Precinct  or  Parish  out 
of  Hampton  &  Kingstown,  we  are  willing  to  Joyn  with  them 
&  Desire  to  be  Received  &  accepted  as  Petitioners  with  them 
and  so  we  Rest  with  them  in  our  Capacity  his  iMajestys  most 
dutiful  Subjects  &  Humbly  hopeing  for  a  Gracious  answer  to- 
our  Petition. 

Hezekiah  Blake  Andrew  Webster 

Rube.i  Smith  f  M.ary  Longfellow  Executrix  to 

Nathaniel  Derbun  \      Nathan  Longfellow  De'^ 

James  Perkins  Jonathan  Dow 


Objections  thereto. 
At  a  Leaugual  Meetting-  of  the   freeholders  of  Hampton  New  parish 
held  this  ^S"-^  dav  of  August  1732. 

I"  Nathaniel  "Weare  E.sq.  Chosen  Moderator  for  said  meetting 
3<l'j  Left  Ichabod  Robie   Chosen  a  Commite  man  to  Appeare   at  the 
General  Court  to  give  in  Reasons  why  the  West  part  of  the  new  parish 
in  Hampton  may  not  be  set  of  to  the   East  part  of  Kingstown   to   be  a 
parish. 

4'j'  Capt  Nathaniel  I  Ieal_>-s  Chosen  a  Commite  man  for  the  Eand  above 
said. 

Hampton  February  the  22  ;   1732-3 
A  True  Copie  as  attest 

Joseph  Tilton  Clerk. 

At  a  LaguU  town  meting  held  agust  y"  2S  1732.  2'y  Voted  that  we 
wont  not  seet  of  the  Est  part  of  ouer  town  for  a  district  or  parish  to 
Jovne  with  y-  West  part  of  hampton  and  that  there  was  not  one  voter 
appared  for'y"  sating  them  of  att  said  meeting  the  Rason  is  Becase  we 
are  sens:ibal!  it  will  Rf.eine  our  town. 

3'?  Captn  Johathan  Samborn  and  Mr  Ebcnczer  Stevens  are  chosen 
to  Represent  y=  town  at  our  Generall  Cortt  to  give  in  our  Rasins  Why 
we  did  not  grant  the  petitionars  thare  petition  for  to  be  sat  of  for  a  dis- 
trict or  parish  at  y-  Est  End  of  our  Town. 

A  True  Coppyby  Mr  John  Swett  Town  Clerk. 


Petition  of  Hampton  Falls  for  a  Fair. 
To  His   Excelcncy   Jonathan    Belcher   Esq.    Governour    and 

Commander   in   Chief  in    and   over   his  Majestys   Province 

of  New  Hampslr  and  to  the  Hon'''*  his  Majestys  Councel. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Select  men  of  the  Parish  of 
Hampton  falls  in  said  province  JNIost  Humbly  sheweth 

That  whare  as  in  this  our  Parish  and  in  the  Touns  and  Par- 
ishes Round  about  us,  and  to  y°  East  ward  of  our  Province 
Thare  are  Raised  a  Bundunce  of  Quick  Stock  which  to  geather 
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with  other  Traffick  Twill  in  a  year  we  warit  to  sell,  and  having 
experenced  Siimthino^  of  benifet  of  a  Time  and  place  for  Mar- 
keting s"*  Stock  and  Traffick  in  our  s'^  Parish,  which  Benifett 
not  ondlv  our  Parish  but  also  our  Province  togeather  with  y' 
eastward Touns  have  shaired  with  us  in  by  Reason  of  the  Seath- 
uation  of  our  Parish'  being  v*  most  conveanient  to  accomodate 
Boath  Provinces.  We  your  Petitionours  Therefore  most  Hum- 
bly pray 

That  his  Excelency  and  y'  Hon"'*  Councel  order  that  y' 
second  Wednesday  and  Thursdays  in  May  and  y'  Third 
W^ednesday  and  Thirsday  in  October  to  be  days  of  Fair  for 
Publick  Traiding  in  this  Parish  att  the  now  most  noted  Pub- 
lick  hous  and  Cuatory  Road  yearly  and  for  ever,  for  the  Beny- 
fites  above  Expressed  As  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 
»  Joseph  Tii.tox  ]       Selectmen 

Jonathan  Pkescutt  of  y^ 

Joseph  Worth  }■  parish 

'     Israel  Blak  of 

Benjamin  Green        j  Hampton-Falls. 
Hampton  Falls  Oct.  lo"-  1734. 


Grant  of  a  Fair  to  Hampton  Falls ^  1 734. 

George  the  2'^  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain, 
[Prov.  Seal]  France  and  Ireland  King  Defend''  of  v  faith  «&"  To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come.  Greeting — Know 
yee  that  we  of  our  Especial  Grace  certain  knowledge  and  meer  mo- 
tion for  the  due  encouragment  of  Trade  and  Tralfic  within  our  Parish 
of  Hampton  Fails  in  our  province  of  New  Hamp''  in  New  England 
and  for  the  more  eitectual  carrying  on  of  the  same  there — Have  Given 
and  Granted  and  Ao  bv  these  presents  give  and  gr:>.nt  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  our  Said  Parish  X  their  successors  the  privilege  of  having  holding 
&L  keeping  two  yearlv  Fairs  in  the  s^  parrish  forever,  each  to  continue 
2  day  together  h.  no  more,  The  one  To  begin  on  the  last  Tuesday  in 
April,  and  the  other  on  y-  last  Tuesday  in  October,  Annually,  To  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  Privilege  of  keeping  Two  yearly  Fairs  as  above- 
said  for  the  Ends  and  purposes  above  expressed  to  the  said  Inhabitants 
and  their  successors  tbrever  In  Testimony  whereof  we  have  caused 
our  Province  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed 

Witness,  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq.  Our  Gov  &  Com'  In  Chief  in  and 
over  our  s^  Province  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  October  in  y^  S'"*  y'  of 
our  reign,  Anno'q  Dora.  1734- 

J.  Belcher. 

By  His  Ex'=>'  Comand  w"" 
the  advice  of  y  Coun. 

R.  Waldron,  Secy 
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Agreement  relating  to  Rev.    Ward  Cotton. 

Hampton  1733-4. 
Att  a  Legall  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  Hampton  this  12"'  day  of 

March  1731-4-  ,      . 

S>'  Wee  the  freeholder?  doe  agree  to  settle  Mr  Ward  Cotton  he  m  the 
-work  of  the  ministry  with  the  Revf^  Mr  Gookins  provided  his  proposals 
be  such  as  wecan  comply  with  and  that  three  m.en  be  chose  as  a  comit- 
tee  to  Treat  with  Mr  Cotton  and  to  know  his  proposal^  and  make  Re- 
port to  the  Town  at  this  Tueeting     The  comittee  chosen  are 

Se"  Christopher  Page  &  Sam"  Palmer,  Jr. 

Capt  Jonathan  Marston 

Vera  Copia  as  attest 

Sam"  Dow  Town  Clerk. 
Dissents. 

Maj'  Wingett  Jonhn  Wedg^vood 

Simon  Marston  Will  Godfrey 

Morish  Hobs  Tho  Marston 

Sam"  Dearborn,  Sen.  Tim  Dalton 

Daniel  Samborn. 


Petition  adverse  to  setting  off  a  nezu  Parish. 
To  his  Exceleiicv  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  chief'in  and  over  His  Maj'  '  Provence  of  New 
Hampsher  &  and  to  y"  Hon  '^  Counsoll  and  Hous  of  Rep- 
resentatives convean'^  in  Generall  Assambly. 
The  humble  petition  of  us  who  are  Inhabitants  of  y*  west 
part  of  Hampton  Falls  parish  most  humbly  she\\-eth 

That  whare  as  thare  is  a  petition  prefered  to  y'  authority 
afore  s^  by  Sundry  of  y""  Inhabitants  of  y'  est  part  of  y"  Town 
of  Kingston  and  sundry  of  y'  Inhabitants  of  y'  west  part  of 
Hampton  Fall  parish  to  be  set  of  a  perticular  District  or  pre- 
senct  with  preveledges  and  Limets  as  in  s'^  petitioa  is  Exprest 
And  we  Inhabiting  in  that  part  of  s*^  Destrict  petitioned  for 
that  Doos  Belong  to  Hampton  Falls  parish  do  with  submis- 
sion Declare  ourselves  posativeiy  against  s'^  petitioners  pro- 
ceedings and  conduct  in  that  afair  and  that  s'^  petition  was 
prefer"^  without  our  knowledg  or  Desire  and  if  s"  petition 
shold  be  granted  we  fere  it  will  caus  Devisior.s  and  parties 
amongst  us  on  that  acompt,  which  will  be  veary  hurtfuU  both 
to  church  and  Comunwelth,  And  there  fore  we  His  Maj* " 
most  Loial  Subjects  and  your  most  humble  suppliants  mot 
humbly  prav  that  your  Excelency  y'  Hom'^  Councell  and  Gen- 
tlemen of  y'  Hous  of  Representatives  in  your  wisdom  and 
easiness  will  not  suffer  us  to  be  carried  away  by  constraint  biit 
will  see  caus  not  to  grant  thair  Request  and  wee  your  peti- 
tioners as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 

John  Prescut  John  Bachelder 

Robert  Row  Richard  Samborn 
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Abraham  Moulen    ? 
Wad  lev  Cram 
Jonathan  Tilton 
Shurbun  Tilton 
Daniel  Kelley 
James  Sanhun 
Steven  Hobs 
Edmund  James 
Simon  Batchelder 
John  Tilton 
James  Prescut 
William  Evens 
John  Tappen 
Joseph  Draper 


Beniamen  Cram 
Samuel  Blake 
Jonathan  Row 
James  Fo^2^ 
Ebenezer  Prescut 
John  Page 
Shadr.ich  Ward 
David  Samborn 
Timothy  Huchison 
Israel  James 
Phileon  Blake 
John  Cram 
John  Mellsher 
Joseph  Row 


Reasons  against  the  sa>ne. 

Whare  as  thare  is  a  petcion  Exebeted  to  his  EKolencv  and  the  hon""'* 
Councell  and  !iouse  of  Representatives  in  the  Provence  of  New 
hamsheir  by  Sundrv  ot'  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Est  part  of  Kings  town 
and  the  wes"t  part  of  the  InhabiUince  of  the  Falles  parrish  in  Hampton 
to  be  sett  of  tvro  miles  and  a  halfe  In  to  Klnystown  and  two  miles  and 
a  halfe  in  to  Hampton  as  it  is  set  forth  in  the  petition  for  a  peteckluer 
destrict  or  precint  for  the  maintaining  a  minister  with  priveledges  of 
cayring  one  the  alTairs  of  a  town  or  parrish  and  your  Excelency  y° 
Hon^"''  Councel!  and  house  of  Representatives  in  your  grat  wisdona 
Clemency  A:  Justess  ordered  y"  y'  parrish  of  hampt'on  tfalles  and  the 
town  of  Kingstown  be  -^arved'with  a  copy  of  y^  petition  and  to  appeare 
the  second  day  of  the  next  falle  session'  to  Shue  the  Resons  if  thay 
have  anv  why  \-  praver  of  petition  should  not  be  grantedfor  which  we  the 
Inhabitants  ot"  Kingstown  are  Inxpresably  thank  full  for  your  gratt 
wisdom  prudence  and  Justess  In  this  alTaire  and  witli  your  Leve  give 
these  following  Reasons  why  y"  said  petition  should  not  be  granted^ 
firstly  tho.>.e  of  our  town  that  are  pettetioners  are  all  of  them  new 
comers  to  setell  In  our  town  and  som  of  them  young  men  and  no 
famelyes  and  none  or  but  one  of  them  ware  att  any  truble  or  charge 
with  us  In  the  Long  and  Tedus  wars  that  we  indure'd  in  this  town  with 
the  heathen  enemy  nore  in  building  our  meeting  house  In  Said  town 
for  above  twentv  yeares  agoe. 

2'-y  The  meeting  house  which  thay  have  Raised  Is  so  neare  to  the 
Sid  of  y  destrict  petitioned  for  that'grate  part  of  the  ajasent^  inhabi- 
tance  which  tor  a  Long  time  have  borne  grate  charges  in  y-  Wars  and 
all  other  Charges  In  the  plaseand  It  is  more  defecult  and  worse  for 
them  to  go  to  meeting  there  then  where  they  now  do. 

3'>'  Many  of  v"  petetioners  are  new  comers  tVom  other  plases  to  set- 
ell neare  the  Li'ne  sume  call  it  between  the  Masetusets  and  new  Hamp- 
sheir  and  so  as  ocasion  sarves  them  shift  and  shrink  and  bare  no  charge 
any  whare  if  they  cane  help  it  the  Line    being  not  yett  determened. 

4'>'  Sume  of  the  petetionrs  Lives  In  the  Provence  of  the  Masctusets 
about  Seven  of  them  sume  of  them  In  Nebury  and  Sume  of  them  att 
Salsbury  and  sume  of  them  may  heir  the  Salmes  Sung  at  the  meeting 
house  in  the  houses  where  thay  now  live,  and  Sume  others  of  the  peti- 
tioners are  amost  as  neare,  If  not  quitt  to  a  meeting  house  Thay  have 
raised  and  have  moved  from  Sal.-bury  and  Amsbury  and  other  plases 
whare  the  Gospdl  is  plentefuly  preched  and  good  orders  Keept  and  for 
them  to  say  thare  is  allmost  a  famine  of  y-  word  of  God  amongst  them 
Is  very  obsurd  and  Redekules. 

5'?  And  to  us   tlie  L. habitants  of  Kingston  It  is  well  known  that  we 
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•have  been  att  -rat  charg  and  werry  much  exposed  in  v«  war  and  since 
ten  att  trrate  troubell  and  defrence  about  owr  minister  and  are  Justly 
and  Q.iietlv  settled  In  a  brave  Christian  and  Lovein-  way  with  agood 
worthT-  minister  and  if  these  petctioners  cane  have  their  desire  In  thare 
petition  will  make  a-rate  dele  of  trubell  amongest  us  agame  and  Frob- 
abf>UaIl  is  Because  thav  will  not  be  att  a  Litell  charge  with  us  In  budding 
a  meeting'  house  In  said  town  In  the  senter  of  said  town  whareby  we  all 
may  have  Rome  to  Mett  In  Comonalty  for  to  take  oi  two  miles  and  a 
halfe  from  owr  town  of  Kingstown  will  take  alimost  halte  y'  Kj^table 
Estate  of  our  town  and  Sundry  of  our  first  Setiers  with  us  and  have 
carved  one  with  us  In  the  ware  and  other  charges  that  have  a-isen  In 
v«  town  so  that  If  thare  petition  should  be  granted  it  will  have  a  gratt 
tendencv  to  Ruine  the  Pease  Love  unity  among  us.  and  Render  us 
very  incapable  of  supporting  owr  Reverend  Minister  as  we  ought  to  do 
as  'In    duty  we  are  bound    to  do,    There    fore  we    pray    it   may  not  be 

^^6^'  They  say  for  preventing  the  defecelty  and  hard  sheps  thay  for  a 
Loner  tim'e  have  Laboured  under  and  for  y^  advansment  of  y'  glory  of 
Godlind  the  t;ood  of  soules  thav  humbly  pray  which  If  they  have  La- 
boured under  such  defecoltves  fbr  a  Long  time  it  was  and  must  be  be- 
fore they  came  heire  whare  they  now  Live  for  they  have  ben  whare 
thay  noCv  live  but  a- very  litell  time  and  for  y%  gratest  part  of  them  as 
thaysavto  be  brought' up  In  Igronces  we  hope  and  dout  not  but  it 
thay  wi'Il  come  to  owr  meetings  and  heire  our  minister  they  v/ul  grow 
wiser  and  pull  down  thare  meeting  house 

All  which  Considered  with  else  mav  be  said  we  your  most  dutrfuH 
and  obedent  Servants  dout  not  but  your  Excelencey  and  y  hon-  Coun- 
8ell  and  Gentellmen  of  the  house  of  Representatives  In  your  gratt  wis- 
dom Clemencv  and  lustes  will  see  casue  not  to  grant  thare  petition 
for  which  we  shall  ever  Remain  werry  thankfuil  and  shall  ever  pray. 

JoN^  Sanuurx. 

EbENEZER    SliiVENS. 


Names  of  persons  in  different  toums  xvko  petitioned  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Massacliusetts — 1739. 
[See  Prov.  Pup.,  Vol.  V.,  pp.  915-9-5-3 
IS^""  These  names  not  repeated  in  the  Index.     Ed.] 

IK  HaMI'TOK. 

Natbl  Searsont  Nathi  Drake 

Jabez  Sn:ith  Thilip  To-.vl 

Gershom  GrifSth  Jiio  Sherbarne 

Henry  T-ifield  Edmund  Rand 

James  Johndon  Jr  SamU  Dalcon 

DanlMoulton  Jona  Leavitt 

Wm  Lock  Wm  Gross 

Sarall  Leavitt  Thomas  Lane 

Joshua  Brown  Benja  .Tames 

Thos  Hand  Seth  Fogg 

Wm  Staniford  Jabez  James 

Jacob  Mna!ton  Ward  Cotton 

Charles  Walker  Bcnja  Lampre 

Thorn.  Ward  Richd  Sanborn 

James  Johnson  Caleb  Towl 

Joto  Uo«5  Eiekiel  Moulton 
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Abner  Sambom 
Isaac  Libbo 
Potcr  Garlr.nd 
Thorns  B.icliolour 
Joseph  Moulton 
Hampton,  42. 

Joseph  Seecomb 
Simeon  Bro'.Tn 
Jao  Carter 
reter  Torason 
Jos.  F.ajiman 
Theoph'8  Griflin 
Orlando  Bagley 
James  Wood 
Jeremiah  Currier 
Thos  Eisiman 

his 
Tbeoph.  X  Cloash 

mark 
Joseph  Bean 
Ralp.  Blasdel  Jr 
Jno  Silaway 

Thomas  Carter 

hi  a 
Jdo  X  Carter,  Jr 
mark 
his 

Hoses  X  Blaf  dai 
mark 

Thomas  Brown 

Wra  Whicher 

Elipha.  Griffin 

Wm  Stephens 

Jno  Griffin 

Theos  Griffin  Jr 

Danl  Kowell 

Sair.ll  Hunton 

Enoch  Bias  del 

Wm  Ba?nel 

Nathan  Swett 

Daniel  Tount: 
his 

Benj.  B.  Wadly 
mark 

Benjamin  Sawyer 

Moses  Nicholla 

Ebenezer  Stevens  Jr 

Joseph  Sawyer 

Samll  Tucker 

Joshua  Woodman 

Jeremiah  Wheeler 

Joseph  Kellows 

Joshua  Webster 

Jona  Toung 


Tho:a3  Erowa 
Jacob  BrowR 
Nehemiah  Hobs 
Robert  Drake 
Shubel  Sanborn  Jr- 

IS  KjNQSTOWrS. 

his 
Jere  X  Quinby 

mark 
Eptiraira  Stephens 
Benjamin  Choate  Jr. 
Saml  \>'eb9ter 

his 
Saml  X  Bean 

mark 
Joseph  youn;^  Jr 

his 
Wm  X  LoTxin 

mark 
Jno  Yonng 
Saml  Robey 
Tristriia  Sanborn,  Jr 
Obediah  Elkins 
Aaron  Yo'.:n5 
Edward  Scribner 
Robert  Stu'irt 
Eli slia  Sweet 
Jacob  Peasley 
Benjamin  Eastman 

hifl 
Wm  X  Ilcbey 

mark 
Ebenezer  Webster 
Philip  Hun  too;!  Jr 
Jno  Darling 
Wm  Eoyiiton 
Jachabod  Clough 
Phincas  Bachelder 
Ebc-nezer  Sleeper 
Nathan  Ea'-helder 
Isaac  Godfrey 
Jona  Blasdel 
Benja  French 
Samll  Emons 
Josiah  Tilton 
Ebenr  Fellows 
Ebenr  Bachelder 
Benja  Clough 
Ebenr  Collins 
Jacob  Gale 
Ebenr  Blaedel 
Jno  March 
Benja  Steven* 

his 

Samll  X  Welch 

mark 


TOWN  PAPERS HAMPTON  AND  HAMPTON  FALLS. 


35^ 


^i3 
David  F  QuLmby 

mark 
Jno  Sweet  Jr 
Jr.o  Huntoon 
Danll  Gilnian 
Joseph  Elkias 
Jona  Choate 
Jatr.es  Bean 
Dant  Darljug 
Kat!)I  Smith 
Stephen  Gilman 

his 
Robert  X  Stockman 

mark 
Philip  Welch 
Henry  MorriU 
Jeremi:'.h  Hubbard 
Ttichd  Tande 
Wm  Silloway 
Jabez  Page 
Ephraim  Elkin3    • 
Jacob  Fhinders 
Joha  Morgia 
Jona  Stevens 
Jno  Clark- 
San:!]  Eastman 
Jno  Huton 
Joseph  Bean  Jr 
Paul  Sanborn 
Jno  Hubbard 
Thomas  Elkina 
Jona  lYcach 
Stephen  Flanders 
Wm  ClifTord 

KingstowTj,  146. 

Nathl  Weare 
Charlea  TreadweU 
Beoja  Sanborn 
Benja  Sanborn,  Jr. 
Nath.  HeaJey 
Ebnnezer  Shaw 
Nathan  Tilton 
John  Cram 
Samuel  Lane 
John  Brown 
Daniel  Brown 
John  Br.jwn,  TertiuB 
Jacob  Green 
Henja  Present; 
Jona  Ba'helder 
Reul-en  Sanborn 
Samuel  Tiiton 
Abraham  Brown 
Jabez  Smith 
Benj.  Swett 


Jona  Sanborn  lera 
Caleb  Towl 
Dyer  ITook 
Benjamin  Sweet 
Katlil  Huntoon 
Timothy  Eastman 
Daniel  Bean 
Eliaha  Winslo 
Eben  Esman 
Benja  Sleeper 
Jno  Thorn 
Jno  Sleeper 
Daniel  Moody 
Wm  Long: 
Ralph  Bla?del 
Jacob  Morrill 
Jona  Blake 
Benja  Silla 
Charles  Hunt 
Abraham  Smith 
Wm  Smith 
Jonathan  Greley 
James  Tapin 
Benja  Morrill 
Jno  Fiflohl  tera 
Stephen  MeiTill 
Philemon  Wells 
Caleb  Cloush 
Isaac  Griffin 
Elly  Bede 
Samll  Buswell 
Phillip  Moody 
Jona  Hobbs 
Benony  Loni? 
Henry  Bagly 

Is  HAJttiTON  Falls. 

JohQ  Stanyan 
Thomas  Leavitt 
Caleb  Swain 
Samuel  Prescut 
Philemon  Blake 
Joshua  Blako 
Abner  Sanborn 
William  Ruesel 
Jonathan  Filield 
Samuel  Shaw 
Joshua  Purinton 
Winthiop  Dow 
AmoBS  Cass 
Enoch  Gove 
John  French 
Benjamin  Dow 
•Jonathan  Hoag',  Jr 
Ebenezer  Blake 
Ephraim  Hoit 
Joteih  Thrasher 


^52 


NEW  HAMPSHTRK 


Thoraa"  Brown 
Jeremi;ih  Pea^flon 
Moses  Stickncy 
Ebenezer  Gove 
Nathau  Green. 
Daniel  Sweti 
Jeveiuiah  Benet 
John  Flood 
Jonathan  Chaso 
Th08  Silla 

Archelas  Lakeman,  Jr 
John  Flood,  Jr 
Joseph  Worth. 
John  Worth 
Obadiah  Worth 
Daniel  Chase 

Hampton  Falla,  T2. 

John  Calfe 
James  Korres 
James  Willson   . 
Francis  Towl 
Moses  Hills 
Samuel  E morion 
Enoch  Colby 
Jonathaa  Blunt 
Stephen  V.'ehstftr 
Daniel  MacFarland 
Ebenezer  Dearborn 
Chester,  22. 

John  Clark 
Moses  Thirston 
John  Thirston 
David  Sl'.niford 
San-.U  Leavitt 
MilosLjavitt 
Kathau  Taylor 
Richd  Siakler 
Sam'l  Leavit 
Abraham  Stockbridje 
John  Stockbri  ige 
Charles  Rundiet 
Satchweli  Claxk 
John  Rundiet 
.James  Robinson 
John  Robinson 

Moses  Leavit 
Edward  Fiiield 
Ephrairc.  Leavit 

Nathl  Ambro?8 

Solomon  Cotton 
Jonathan  Chase 

Thomas  F-illin^ 

Eichd  Calley 

Joaeph  Hoag 


Jonathan  Green 
Benjanii:-.  Green. 
JonatlK'.Q  Koag 
Henry  Drewe 
Job  Haskell 
Stephen  Palmer 
Philip  Pravere 
Jeremiah  Brovrn 
Ebenezer  Knowlcon 
Jno  Kn  owl  ton 
Ralph  Batler 
Natbl  Burrell 
Nathan  Cram 
Thomas  Cram 
MeshechWenre 
Bcnja  Hilyard. 

In  CrfF.eTER. 

Ebene/.er  Fiagg 
Ebenezer  Blunt 
Benjamin  Smith 
John  Kezer 
James  Vearnum 
Jonathan  Hall 
John  Hall 
Jonas  Clay 
Ephraim  llasjelt'jie 
Ebenezer  Carlton 
Christopher  Carlton 

IK   8TRATHAM. 

Joseph  Merril 
Benjamin  Tayler 
Riciid  Young 
Matthew  Tomson 
Joshua  KeanioOn 
Owen  Runnels 
Joseph  Larrance 
Jonathan  Fiiic-ld 
John  Veazey 
Nathll  Piper 
Jonathan  Silley 
Caleb  PawliQgs 
Jonathan  Chase  Jr 
Joseph  Hoit  Jr 
Joseph  Edgerly 
John  Purmott 
Richd  Palmer 
James  Chase 
William  Calley 
Benja  Hoag 
Enoch  Merril 
Abraham  Morgan,  Jr 
John  Avery 
William  Chase 
Jamea  ITeauiaon 
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Ebenezer  FoMifLra 
Josejih  Merrol 
Sanill  Leavit,  Jr 
James  Leavit 
Benja  Cotton 
Theophilua  Kundlet 
Joseph  Hoyt 

Stratham,  G3. 


Daniel  Gilmaa 
Jona  Norrea 
John  Burgin 
Bobert  Ligiit 
Trueworthy  Giluian 
Peter  Gilmaa 
Benja  Thing 
Nathl  Webster 
Daniel  Gael 
Jona  Gihnan 
Siaiou  Gilman 
Josiah  Gilman 
James  Leavit  Jr 
Samll  Thing 
Israel  Gilman 
John  Kirabal 
Andrew  Gilman 
John  Light 
Jacob  Tilton 
Samll  Gilman 
Nicholas  Gilman 
John  Gilman 
John  Lord 
John  Odlin 

Thomas  Deane 

Edward  Hall 

Mo.-es  Gilman 

Nathl  Bartlett 

Thomas  Lord 

John  Gilman  4th 

John  Leavit 

Joseph  Thing 

Juhn  Marsh 

Daniel  Thing 

Philip  Connor 
his 

Jona  JJ  Gliden 
mark 
bis 

Jona  X  Foulsom 
mark 

Jona  Foulsom 

Abraham  Foidsom 

James  (>jrilon 

his 
Eph  &  Foulaom 


Moses  Kenniion 
Joshua  Neall 
John  Wadleigh 
Joshua  Railings 
Thomas  Calley 
Dudley  Leavitt 


IX  KXETEE. 


his 
Thos  X.  Gording 

mark 
Benjamin  Fifleld 

his 
Benj.  B..  Judkins 

mark 
Joseph  Thing,  Jr 
Peter  Thing 
Jeremiah  Gilman,  Jr 
Edward  Gilman 
Darbey  Kelly 
Abner  Collin 
Job  Judkins 

his 
Benj.  X  Foulsom 
mark 
his 
Nicholas  X  Gorden,  Jr 

mark 
John  Qnimby 
James  Gilmaa 
Dudley  Odlin 
Ezekl  Gilman 
Nathl  Bartlett,  Jr 
Joseph  Scribner 
Joshua  Gilman 
Abner  Thirston 
Peter  Foulsom 
John  Haines 
Samll  Conner 
Daniel  Thurston 
BenJ'a  Conner 
Nathaniel  Gorden  Hardy  or 
Benja  Rollins,  Jr 
Stephen  (Oilman 
Nathl  Thing 
John  Foulsom,  Jr 
Saml  Stevens,  Jr 
Jethro 

John  Gorden,  Jr 
James  Leavit 
Ebenezer  Light 
Moses  Swett 
Samll  Elkins.Jr 
Jona  Wadleigh 
Dudlev  Leavit 
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Bcnja  Smith 
Jeremiah  Calfe 
Jerera.'i  Calfe  Jir 
Saml  Eil^erly 
Daniel  Calfe 
Jamas  Calie 
BenjamLii  Mead 
Thomas  H'llson 
James  Lean 
Joshua  Wilson 
Nathl  La.lti 
Jabez  Sanboni 
Thomas  E.i^erly 
Daniel  Folsom 
Jolui  Bowden 
Johu  Ilat'.-hiuion 
Ephxiiim  Robinson 
John  Dudley 
Kdw.  Colcord 
Richard  Preson 
Daniel  Eikins 
Jeremiah  Veasey  . 
Jona  Oilman,  Jr 
Jaii'es  Folsom 
William  Doran 
Elias  Lad.i 

Coffin  TUiag 

Abraham  Folsom 

Enward  Thing 

Jonathan  Thing 

William  Lamson 

Samll  Lamson 

Daniel  Young 

Joseph  Gorden 

Daniel  Homan 

Jeremi;ih  Conner 

John  Loose 

John  Oilman 

John  Oilman 

Humphrey  Wilson 

John  Rice 

Thomas  Lyford 

Cornelius  Conner 

Samnel  Dollof 

Saml  Stevens 

Amos  Doilol" 

Theophilus  Hardy,  Jr 

his 
Edwanl  O.  Stevens 

mark 
Ephm  Riiilbrok 

hi3 
Jona  X  DoUof 

mark 
Henry  >tai-shall 
Biley  Uardy 
Binsle;.-  Jaiiiea 


Francis  James 

Charles  Rundlet 

Peter  Folsom 

Ben.  Swain 

John  Baird 

John  George 

Thomas  Webster,  Jr 

Thomas  Kimming 

James  Whidden 

Kicholas  Oordea 

Henry  Steel 
his 

Danl  O  GOes  Jr 
mark 

Thomas  Robinaon 

>'athll  FoUom 

Jno  Smith 

his 

Ebenezer  X  Martia 
mark 

Davison  Dudley 

Francis  Bracket 

John  Robarts 
his 

Alex  X  Robert* 
mark 

Jonathan  Young 

Michael  Bovrden 

Nicho  Oilman,  Jr 
Kerieniiah  OilauiQ 
John  Steel 
Joseph  Craves 

his 
Edward  X  West 

mark 
Edward  Scribuer 
John  Scribuer 
William  Graves 
Gt-'-'.  Roberts 
Stephn  Loal 
Tim'-'Lhy  Oordtn 
Job  Kennison 
Joseph  Louncan 
John  Loveru 
Joseph  Giles 
Ebenezer  Coleord 
Elijah  Vickery 
Nathan  Taylor 
James  DutUey,  Jr 
Jonathan  Smith,  Jr 
Daniel  Lary 
James  Y'oung 
Benj.  Scribner 
Daniel  Giles 
Samuel  Dudley,  Jr 
Israel  Smith 
John  Giles 
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Saml  Young 
James  Dudley- 
John  Brown 
Josiah  Moody 
Zechariah  Judkins 
"William  Smith 
Israel  Smith 
Daiiiel  Gorden 
Jolm  Roberts  Jr 
Nicholas  Dollof 

his 
Joseph  Z  Atkiusoa 

mark 
James  Robinson 
NicholiiS  Dudley 
Timothy  Lecavit 
Stephen  LeaviC 
Saroll  Smith  Cooper 
Samuel  Koberts 
Sealey  Leavit 
Benja,  Oilman 
l>aciel  VTarmall 
Nicholi?  Dudley,  Jr 
Waley  Stevens 
Josiah  Thing 
Carter  Giiinau 

his 
Joseph  X  Taylor 

mark 
John  Farrar 
Jonathan  Dudley 
Samuel  Dudley 
John  Odlin,  Jr 
Philip  Wadleigh 
George  Creston 
Robert  Young 
Sam'.:el  Maroon 
Benr.ny  f  Jorden 
■William  Graves,  Jr 
Edward  Ladd 
John  Luf  kin 
James  Giirden,  Jr 
ExetiT,  y,-. 

Nathl  Prescut 
Jon;i  Prescut 
Joseph  Wadleigh 
Sanil  Blake 
Israel  Jamos 
Jeremiah  liatchelder 
Richard  Sambom 
Stephen  Ilobes 
Edward  Smith 
Ebenezer  Huchens 
John  Green 
Ebenezer  Knoulton 
Jona  Hio\^  n 
Samll  Page 

Kensington,  'i". 


Israel  Yonng 
Samll  Dudley,  Jr 
Clement  Moody 
Jeremiah  Beean 
Samll  Richardson 
Jonathan  Gorden 
Joseph  Leavit 
David  Smith 
Ambros  Huides 
James  Norris 
Daniel  Lad 
Josiah  Lad 
Caleb  Oilman,  Jr 
Richard  Dollof,  Jr 
John  Leavit,  Jr 
Curtis  Bean 
David  Dollof 
Daniel  Lary 
Elisha  Odlin 
Peter  Coffin 
John  Gorden 
Nicholas  Ferryman 
Theophilus  Hardy 
Jonathan  Conner 
John  Canby 
Stephen  Lyi'ora 
Benjamin  Dollof 
Jona  (.Uluian,  teis 
Moses  Conner 
Nathl  Oilman 
Trueworthy  Dudley 
Jeremiah  Bean 
John  Foulsom  ters 
Robert  Patten 
Jacob  Smith 
Jona  Smith,  Jr 
Samll  Smith 
Samuel  Lary 
John  Norris 
Dudley  James 
Francis  James 


I-N'  Keksington. 

Benja  Brown 

Henry  Lampre 

Jeremiah  Green 

George  Conner 

John  Cram 

William  Evens 

Abuer  Evens 

Abraham  Moulton 

David 


Benjamin  Jarvi* 
John  Prescut 
Benjamin  Paga 
Timothy  Iluchons- 
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Ik  Gkee.vland. 

SamH  Weeks  VTm  Sympson 

Joshua  Wee'ca  Samll  Jiryoa 

Benja  Maoris  Jno  Lang 

Sainll  Chapman  Jedeiliah  Weeks 

Penuel  Chapman  David  Dearborn 

Ebear  .Johjsou  Jno  Weeks 

Ifatthias  Plains  Walter  V-'eeks 

Lew-is  Hains  Mathias  Weeks 

James  Johnson  Benja  Kennison 

Samll  Davis  Joha  Weeks 

Jno  Weeks,  Jr  James  Gate 

Ebenr  Johnson,  Jr  Enoch  Clark 

Saml  Weeks,  Jr  Bracket  Johnson 

Joseph  Hill  Samll  llicx  (?} 

John  Johnson  Henry  Clark 

George  Kenniaon  Elias  Philbrook 

his  Berja  Philhrook 

Joseph  X  Melon  Joseph  Grant 

mark  Jona  Weeks 

Joseph  Weeks  Henry  Clark,  Jr 

Samll  King  John  Johnson 

Joshua  ilacres  Elisha  Bryon 

Eobert  Bryon,  Jr  Nathl  Huggin 

Jona  Dockum,  Jr  Danli  Allin  Jr 

Jno  Dockum  Nathan  Johnson,  Jr 

Robert  Bryon  Joseph  Meloon,  Jr 

Jno  Watson  Leonard  Weeks 

Tucker  Cate  Wm  Wallca 
Jno  Rawlingga 
Total,  K. 

Hampton, 42 

Kingston, 146 

Hampton  Falls .72 

Chester 22 

Straiham, 63 

Exeter 263 

Kensington, 27 

Greenland 55 

Total 689 


Reasons  offered  against  a  iiexu  district. 
Whare  as  thare  is  a  Petition  Exhibeted  to  his  Excelency  Jonathan 
Belcher  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his 
Majesties  provinc  of"  New  Hampsher  in  New  En'^land  and  to  -f-  Hon''''* 
Counsel!  and  Genteimen  of  _v«  Hous  of  Representatives  for  s<^  province 
By  Sundrv  of  y'  Inhabitants  of  -f-  Est  part  of  y"  Town  of  Kingstown 
and  Sundry  of  y*"  Inhabitants  of  y<^  West  part  of  Hampton  Falls  parish 
to  be  set  <:>'i  a  perticuliar  Destrict  or  precenct  with  Preveliges  and  Lim- 
ets  as  in  s''  petition  is  exprest.  and  your  excellency  y*  Hon''''=  Councell 
and  Gentleman  of  y*.  Hods  of  Representatives  in  your  grate  wisdum 
Justes  and  Clemency  has  ordred  y'  -f  parish  of  Hampton  Falls  and  y* 
toun  of  Kini;>>town'shold  be  sarv'd  win;  a  copy  of  s'i  petition  and  to 


TOWN  PAPERS HAMPn  ON  AND  HAMPTON  FALLS.         357 

appear  j'*  secund  Dav  of  y«  next  Fall  session  to  shew  Reasons  if  any 
tiiej  have  v,hy  \-«  prayer  of  s'^  petition  shold  not  be  granted  for  wiiich 
we  of  s''  Iluni'pton  Fa'lls  are  veary  thankfull  for  your  grate  wisdom  pru- 
denc  and  Justes  in  that  affair,  and  we  under  writen  deligates  for  s'^ 
Hampton  Fallb  parish  Leaveirg  our  Neiburs  at  Kingston  to  spake  for 
themselves  shall  witli  submission  give  yt  following  Reasons  why  y^ 
prayer  of  s'^  petition  shold  not  be  granted  : 

firstly— Becaus  y-  tfare  is  but  about  twelve  of  y^  petitioners  y'  be- 
longs to  our  purrish  and  sum  of  them  youngmen  and  has  no  Fammi- 
lies  and  sum  Dwelt  in  the  other  parish  in  Hampton  when  s'*  petition 
was  prefered  and  not  above  three  or  four  families  y'  we  know  of  y'  has 
Long  Dwelt  in  y'  part  of  our  parish  and  for  y'  R.eason  cold  not  "be  for 
a  Long  time  under  Defecukies;  A:  Deprived  of  y«  Despensation  of  j* 
Gospell  and  be  in  such  a  famishing  condition  as  they  say  they  have 
ben  in. 

2^">'  Becaus  Considering  y^  Grateness  of  y*  number  of  y°  Inhabitants 
y' DweU  in  v'  part  of  our  "parish  petitioned  for  y' has  not  petitioned 
which  we  suppose  to  be  about  thirty  and  sum  of  them  has  dwelt 
Lon*fer  in  v  part  of  s'-  parish  than  any  of  s^  petitioners  has  and  has 
larger  families  who  are  uterly  avearce  to  s'^  petitioners  procedings  and 
Conduct  in  y'  afair  and  for  siach  a  considerable  number  of  our  Inhabi- 
tents  as  afore  s'-  to-be  carried  away  against  their  wills  we  humbly  con- 
seave  to  be  a  Intolerable  hard  ship  and  v.-ill  Rither  have  a  tendency  to- 
caus  Devisions  and  anamosities  then  to  advance  j"^  Glory  of  God,   A;c. 

3'y  Said  petitioners  De-irs  y'  their  Request  may  be  Granted  for  y* 
Reasonablenes  of  it — But  for  such-  a  m-'ner  part  as  a  fore  said  tn  p:^n- 
deavour  to  Cary  of  such  a  Larg  tract  of  Land  from  our  parish  as 
Exprestin  s'^  petition,  which  is  all  most  half  our  parish  and  y«  Inhabi- 
tants with  it  a:rainst  their  wills  we  humbly  conseave  to  be  veary  un- 
reasonable and'abiurd — And  for  these  Reasons  and  n^any  others  y^ 
might  be  given  we  Doubt  not  but  your  Excelency  the  Hon'  Councell 
and  Gentlemen  of  y"-  House  of  Representatives  in  your  grate  wisdura 
Justes  and  Clemency  will  se  Rea^^on  sufficient  not  to  grant  s'^  petition- 
ers thair  Request  for  which  we  of  Ilam.pton  Falls  shall  Ever  Remain 
veary  thankfull. 

NathI  Healey 

ICHABOD    RoBIK. 

Remonstrance  against  a  neiv  district. 
We  the  subscribers  His  Majestys  most  duty  full  k.  Loyall  subjects^ 
dweling  within  y' destrict  or  precinct  petitioned  for  In  }■*- East  part  of 
Kingstown  &  v"  west  part  of  Hampton — Do  with  Humble  submis- 
sion declear  ourselves  positively  against  the  thing  as  wrong  &  very 
hurtfuU-  to  Church  and  common  wealth  supposing  it  to  be  hatched  up 
by  two  or  three  disafected  persons  without  our  knowledge  and  consent 
&  Humbly  pray  it  may  not  be  granted. 

Shadrach  Ward  Jonathan  Tilton 

Benigman  Bachelder  Israel  James 

Simon  Batchelder  Joseph  Draper 

John  Present  James  Fogg 

Robrd  Row  John  Page 

Nathanel  Present  Thimothy  Huchsien 

John  Bachelder  Edmund  James 

Richard  Sanborn  Ebenezer  Present 

Ben'aman  Cram  Jonathan  Rowe 

Wadley  Cream  William  Cleves  (.') 

Danel'Kely  James  P.-escut 
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Philemon  Blake  Theofeolos  Grifen 

Abraham  Moulton  Thomas  Easman 

James  Sanbuii  Dan'-'  Rowell 

David  Sambun  Moses  Rouell 

Shurbun  Tilton  Ralfe  Blasell 

John  Tilton  Thorn'  George 

Stephn  Hobbs  Dan'i  Blasde'll 

Tristram  Sanborn  Jona.   Blasdell 

Nathanel  French  Theo  GrifFen  Jr. 

Joseph  Eastman  John  Carter 

William  Taylor  Peter  Sanborn 

Teremiah  Quinbe  Ben""*  Magon 

John  Webster  Nathl  Smyeth 

Andrew  Webster  Ele  Beede 

Tho.  Griffin  Philip  Modey 

Moses  Sleper  Joseph  Loiiern 

Eben  Easman  Sam'J  Been,  Jr 

Samuel  French  John  Sleepr 


Petition  of  persons  formerly  0/  ^fassachusefts  to  be  annexed 

to  Hampton  Falls. 
To  his  Excelency  BeningWinUvorth  Esq.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  cheif  In  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  and  the  Honorable  the   Connsel   now  setting  in 
said  Province. 

The  Humble  address  and  Petition  of  His  Majesties  Legal 
and  deutifull  Subjects  whose  names  are  hereunto  Subscribed 
which  did  belong  to  the  Esterly  part  of  Salisbery  but  now  by 
the  Settlement  of  the  Province  Lines  Fall  into  New  Hamp- 
shire most  Plumblv  sheweth  that  your  petitioners  are  Liformed 
that  those  which  did  belong  to  the  westerly  Part  of  Salisbury 
and  some  of  Almsbery  which  by  said  Line  falls  into  New 
Hampshire  Intends  to  Petition  that  all  those  Persons  that  did 
belong  to  Salisbery  and  Almsbery  &  are  now  taken  Into  New 
Hampshire  might  be  made  in  to  a  twown  ship  or  Parish  by 
themselves  &  not  annexed  to  any  other,  and  have  Presumed 
so  far  as  to  set  up  a  frame  for  A  Meeting  House  in  the  West- 
erly Part  which  if  it  should  be  granted  would  be  very  Prege- 
ditial  to  your  Petitioners  who  live  most  of  us  above  six  miles 
from  said  meeting  house  so  y'  those  of  us  that  frequent  y'  way 
of  Worship  Cuuld  not  attend  the  worship  of  God  with  our 
wifes  and  families  as  we  out  to  doo  and  for  all  other  affairs 
belonging  to  a  town  or  Parish  of  all  things  that  are  notified  at 
said  meeting  house  we  shall  have  no  knowledge  of  them  which 
may  be  greatly  to  our  Damage  and  a  great  Dificulty  &  Troble 
to  select  men  and  Constables  and  all  such  affocirs. 

We  Therefore  Humbly  Pray  that  we  may  not  be  joyned  to 
them  but  may  be  An.iexed  to   Hampton  Falls  or  some  other 
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-way  as  in  your  wisdom  you  may  think  meet  and  your  Petition- 

•ers  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray. 

Sami'  Eaton  Samuell  Fowler 

Joseph  Pas^e  Samuel  Walton 

Jabez  Eaton  Jeremiah  Wheeler 

Jacob  French  Benianiin  Hovt 

Ephraim  Eaton  James  Jackman 

John  True  Elihu  Dow 

Beniamin  Baker  John  Eaton 
John  Paitje  Noah  Dow- 

Joseph  Tucker  Beniamin  Collins 

Richard  Smith  Bildad  Dow 

Joseph  Todd  Judah  Dow 
Thomas  Selly  Benonv  Selley 

David  Fowler  Samuell  Sellv 

Trustrim  Collins  John  Eaton,  jr 


J^etition  of  inhabitants  of  N.    E.  part  of  Haynpton   to  be 

exempted  fro77i  minister' s  tax. 

"To   His   Excellency   Bennin   Wentworth   Esq.   Governor  and 

Commander  in  Chief  In  and  over  his  Majesties   Provence  of 

New   Hampshire   in  Xew    England  and   to  the  Hounorabie 

the  Councel  and  house  of  Representatives  of  said  Province 

In  General  Asserabiv  Convened — November  y"  id'-'  1743 

The  Humble  petition  of  us  the   Subscribers  ]Most  Humbly 

sheweth — that  the  houses  and  habitations  of  your  petitioners 

are  in   the   north   eastly  part  of  the  town   of  Hampton   at  or 

near  Littel  Bores  Head  near  Lettel  River  or  near  the  Sea  and 

that  we  live  most  as  near  upon  a  Line  to  the  meeting  house  at  the 

town  as  to  that  at  Xorth  hill  and  that  it  is  much  easier  for  us  to  go 

to  meeting  at   the  town  than  to   Xorth  Hill   by  reason  of  the 

Goodness  of  the  way  to  the  town  and  there  not  being  any  way 

for  us  to  go  to  meeting  at  north  hill  nor  ever  like  to  be  unless 

we  travil  much  farther  than  to  go  to  the   meeting  house  at  the 

town  : 

Your  petitioners  Humbly  pray  that  vour  Excellency  and 
Honours  would  be  pleased  to  take  this  petition  into  considera- 
tion and  in  your  grate  Goodness  exempt  us  from  paying  to  the 
support  of  the  ministry  at  Xorth  hill  and  that  we  may  still 
remain — and  be  taxed  to  the  support  of  the  ministry  and  the 
other  Publick  charges  of  the  town  as  we  used  to  be  and  your 
pititioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 

John  Batchelder  Mosies  Lampre 

Thomas  Hains  Obadiah  Marston 

Jeremiah  Page  Stephen  Brown. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  <)"',  25*''  1742 

The  within  Petition  Read  and  considered  &  voted  to  be  Dismissed 

James  Jeffry  Clr.  Assm 
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Petition  of  sundry  persons  to  be  an?icxed  to  Hampton  Falls 
or  other  toicns. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governer  of  New  Hampshire  &:c 

May  it  plese  your  Excellency  :  we  namly  John  Paig-e,  Ben- 
jaimin  Baker,  John  True  &  Jacob  French  are  in  that  Petiton 
Preferd  by  those  in  the  Easte  Parte  of  that  slip  &c,  and  we 
Desire  we  may  be  anext  to  Hampton  Falls  We  our  hairs  and 
estats  ;  and  we 


Benjamin  Brown 
Caleb  Clough 
Amos  Paige 
Nathar.icl'Maxfield 
Abraham  Brown 

desire  to  be  annexed  to 
tates* 

Feb.  y^  iS"-  1741. 


Epharaim  Brown,  Jr 
Benjamin  Brown,  Jr. 
Samuel  French 
Jonathan  Brown 
Samuel  Brown  jr 

Kinsfsinto" — we  our  Hairs  and  Es- 


Jonathan  Kimball 
Jonathan  Watson 
Jonathan  Farran 
Timothv  Farran 
David  Gooden 
Samuel  Gooden 
Philip  Chaloss    ■ 
Beniamin  Kimball 
Caleb  Hobs 
Roger  Estman 
William  Sargent 
Nathaniel  Ash 
George  Marten 
Robert  Marten 
Abraham  Morrill 
David  >rarten 
Every  Tooker 
OrlondoBagly 
David  Baglj 


Benj  Kimball 
Caleb  Hobbs 
Roger  Eestman 
PhH  Chaliss 
Sara'  Gooding 


Jacob  French 
John  True 
Jonathan  Hoit 
Benj"  Baker 
Joseph  Tucker 
John  Page 

John  Page 
Benj*  Baker 
Sam  True 
Jacob  French 


East  part 

for 

Hamoton  Falls 


~|  in  the  petition' 

I  for  the 

I  East  part  at 

J  Hampton  Falls. 


Andrew  Whittier 
Timothy  Whitter 
Josiah  Fowller 
Thomas  Fowller 
David  Eiott 
Thomas  Carter 
John  Carter,  ter° 
Will-'  Fowller 
Thomas  Carter 
William  Fowller 
William  Fowler  jr 
John  Carter  Jr 
Joseph  Fowler 
John  Carter 
Jacob  Carter 
Samuel  Carter 

We  desire  to  be  anext  to  Kingstown 


(within  the  petition) 

Jon*  Farran 
Nath'  Ash 
David  Gooding 
Jon*  Kimball — 9. 
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Petition  of  persons  in   Haverhill  district  not  to  be  joined 
zvitk  KingstozL'n. 

Provjp.ce  of      )  To  his  Exceleacy  Beuning  Wintworth  Esq. 

New  Hampshire  f      Governor  and   Commander  in   Cheif  In 

and   over  his   Majisties  Province  of  New 

Hampshire   In   New   England   and   To   the   honorable    his 

Majesties  Councils  of  said  province 

The  petition  of  Jeremiah  Eaton,  John  Kezar  and  others — 
The  Sabsciibers  who  live  In  Haverhill  Destrict  and  on  the 
Norwest  side  of  the  Washpond  brook. 

Humbly  she-vet h  : 

That  sometime  agoe  your  petitioners  together  with  others  to 
agreat  number  of  Haverhill  destrict  and  some  of  Amsbery 
Humbly  requested  your  Excellency  and  honors  to  Incorporate 
thcin  into  a  town  ship  according  to  the  meets  and  bounds  de- 
fined in  the  petition 

And  your  Exelency  and  honours  so  far  Incouraged  us  as  to 
send  a  committee  to  view  our  situation  and  circumstances  who 
accordingly  haveing  attended  that  Service  made  their  report, 
But  it  so  hapned  that  when  our  committee  waited  upon  your 
Excelency  and  honours  Expecting  to  receive  a  charter  of  In- 
corporation acording  to  the  return  of  said  Committee  the 
sudden  news  of  a  french  fleet  on  the  coasts  so  alarmed  the 
Government  that  your  Excelency  and  honers  were  obliged  to 
imply  all  your  thoughts  and  powers  for  the  defence  of  the 
province  and  Lav  aside  that  afair  with  all  other  Business  to  a 
further  day — That  as  we  are  informed  the  town  of  Kingstown 
who  have  been  of  late  indeavering  to  Extirpate  us  from  the- 
Earth  did  on  the  26  of  September  last  set  us  of  together  with 
some  few  others  who  call  themselves  Kingstown  men  into  a 
parish, 

Thereby  further  indeavouring  to  vex  grieve  hurt  and  Iniure 
us  who  had  many  of  us  much  rather  be  lead  into  Captivity  By 
some  Christian  nation  than  be  Jovnd  with  them  who  are  our 
Greatest  adversaries  under  a  pretence  that  wee  are  part  ot 
Kingston  when  in  fact  wee  and  our  ancb.estors  have  possesd 
our  lands  as  part  of  Haverhill  for  more  than  one  hundred 
years  past,  and  since  the  settlement  of  the  line  have  allways 
been  accounted  Haverhill  destrict  men  and  paid  rates  accord- 
inglv. 

Wee  therefore  humbly  and  earnestly  request  your  Exelency 
and  Honers  to  compasenate  our  Surcumstances  and  not  suffer 
us  to  be  rent  and  torn  to  peices  by  our  inveterate  Kingston 
adversaries  but  will  aford  us  releif  by  Joyning  us  with  our 
Dear  Christian  friends  relations  and  neibeurs  of  haverhill  Des- 
trict according  to  our  petition  with  them  &  as  soon  as  may  be 
Incorporated   Into   a   township — That   so   wee   may   have   the 
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Gospel  setlcd  amongst  us  and  for  your   Exelency  and  honours 

your  humble  petitioners  as  In  duty  bound  shall  ever   pray  Sec. 

Haverhill  Destrict  October  13"'  1746. 

David  Heath  Joseph  Stevens 

William  Heath  Michael  Johnson 

Joseph  Stevens,  Jr  Tho.  Stevens 

Jeremiah  Eatton  William  Easman 

John  Kezar  Daniel  Robands 

Samuel  Stevens  John  Mills 

David  Sievens  Daniel  Johnson 

Benjamin  Stevens  John  Atwood 

John  Stevens  Zachariah  Johnson 

Nehemiah  Stevens  Joseph  Little 

Wait  Stevens  John  Chute 

Stephens  Johnson.  Jun''  Daniel  Little 

John  Muzzey  Thomas  Mills 

John  Hunkins  Phillip  MCarrygon 

John   Johnson  Beniamin  Philbrick 

William  Hancock  James  Mills. 


I^otiJicatio7i  of  a   Parish    meetifig  to  set  ojf  those   zvho  call 

themselves  Prcsb vter!a7is. 

Province  of  l  These  are  to  notify  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabi- 
New  Hamps  j  tants  of  the  Parish  of  Hampton  falls  in  said  Province 
who  are  by  Law  Qj.ialit:ed  for  to  Vote  to  meet  at  this 
meeting  house  on  the  2'  day  of  Sep'  next  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon  for  the  following  Purpose  viz- — Whereas  a  Number  of  Per- 
sons in  said  Parish  have  Lately  Professed  themselves  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Perswasion.  and  have  apply'd  to  some  ministers  at  Londonderry 
■whom  they  call  the  Boston  Presbytery  Desiring  to  be  under  their  care 
Representing  that  they  apprehend  themselves  able  and  are  freely  will- 
ing to  maintain  a  minister  of  the  orthodox  faith  and  that  is  united 
with  said  ministers  in  the  Presbyterian  Government  and  have  made 
some  objections  t."  paying  towards  the  support  of  the  settled  minister 
in  said  Parish — And  akho  there  is  no  Just  Reason  that  the  above  men- 
tioned Persons  should  in  any  Respect  be  excused  except  that  it  may 
Probably  be  most  for  the  peace  of  said  parish  that  the  abovementioned 
Persons  and  their  estates  should  be  set  off  to  act  in  all  Respects  as  a 
Distinct  Society  or  Parish  by  themselves,  except  paying  their  Propor- 
tion of  the  Province  tax  untill  a  new  Proportion  thereof — Tlierefore 
to  see  if  the  Parish  will  vote  to  set  off  the  abovementioned  Persons 
and  their  estates  to  be  Incorporated  if  they  think  Proper  to  apply  for 
it  to  act  in  all  respects  by  themselves  as  a  Di.-tinct  Society  or  Parish 
Except  Paying  their  Proportion  of  the  Province  tax  untill  a  new  Pro- 
portion thereof,  and  to  pay  all  other  charges  as  usual  untill  they  shall 
be  set  off  as  above  mentioned — The  Line  of  said  New  Parish  to  be 
fixed  by  a  committee  of  the  General  Court  with  Liberty  tor  such  of 
the  above  mentioned  Persons  as  ^hail  not  tall  within  said  New  Parish 
to  Poll  otTwith  their  e-^tates  and  belong  thereto.  And  tor  any  who  shall 
fall  within  said  New  Parish  who  are  not  of  the  Presbyterian  Perswa- 
sion to  Poll  o.ff  with  their  E.T.tates  and  belong  to  the  old  Parish  and 
for  any  who  are  not  of  the  Presbyterian  Perswasion  who  have  or  shall 
have  Lands  within  said  New  Parish  to  Poll  off  said  Lands  to  belong  to 
the  old  Parish. 
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At  a  Lea^e!  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  Par- 
ish of  Hr.nipton  falls  held  the  Second  day  of  Sep''  1765— Col  Meshech 
W-jare  choosen  Moderator  for  said  2vlut:ting 

Voted  That  the  people  caled  Presbyterians  in  this  parish  be  set  off 
as  a  Distinct  Parish  by  them  selves  according  to  the  foregoing  Notifi- 
cation for  the  above  meeting. 

Hampton  Falls  December  31"  1765 

Copy  attested  by  Caleb  Sanborn, 

Parish  Clerk. 


Petition  for  a  Presbyterian  Society. 
To  His  Excellency  Banning  Wentworth  Esq.  Captain  General 

Governor  and   Commander  in  Cheif  in   and  over  his  majes- 
»ties  Province  of  Xew    Hamp^^hire   &c — To   the   Honorable 

his  ^Majesties   Coimcil    and    House   of    Representatives    for 

said  Province  Convened   in  General   Assembly — November 

2\'\  1765.    • 

The  petition  of  the  subscribers,  Free  holders  &  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Hampton  Falls  in  said  Province — Humbly 
Shevveth. 

That  about  Two  years  ago  The  Rev  Mr  Pain  Wingate  in 
the  congregatioiial  wav  &  manner  was  settled  in  the  work  of 
the  mimstrv  in  said  Town.  That  the  Religious  sentiments  of 
and  Doctrines  preached  by  the  said  Rev  Mr  Wingate  are  very 
different  from  'tliose  of  your  Petitioners — and  disagreable  to 
them — That  your  Petitioners  apprehended  they  could  not  be 
•orofited  by  the  peaching  and  ministration  of  the  s  •  Rev '  Mr 
Wingate  That  the  measures  taken  by  the  said  Town  in  order 
to  the  settlement  &  support  of  the  said  Mr  Wingate  are  as 
your  Petitioners  conceive  unprecedented  and  Justly  Grievous 
to  them,  and  that  therefore  your  Petitioners  and  many  others 
Inhabitants  of  said  Town  (near  one  half  thereof)  constantly 
opposed  his  settlement  there  and  dissented  therefrom  : 

That  vour  Petitioners  are  conscientiously  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Perswasion  respecting  Church  Government,  Doctrine 
Discipline  and  Worship  That  they  with  others  of  their  Breth- 
ren of  that  Perswasion  have  for  sometime  past  been  regularly 
formed  into  a  church,  built  a  meeting  house  in  said  Town  for 
the  publick  Worship  of  God,  Called  and  setded  a  minister  in 
the  Presbyterian  way,  namely  The  Rev  Mr  Samuel  Perley  : 
That  your  Petitioners  conscientiously  and  constantly  on  the 
Lords'davs  and  at  other  times  occasionally  attend  the  publick 
worship  of  God  there,  according  to  their  said  Perswasion  ; 
That  the  premises  notwithstanding  the  select  men  of  the  said 
Town  of  Hampton  Falls  for  the  last  year  assesed  and  Rated 
■your  Petitioners  for  the  support  of  the   said  Mr  Wingate   and 
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obliged  them  to  pay  the  same,  That  the  selectmen  of  said 
Town  for  the  present  year  have  again  assessed  &  Rated  your 
Petitioneis  for  the  same  purpose,  vvhicli  your  Petitioners  ap- 
prehend to  be  a  Grievous  &  unreasonable  Burthen  upon  them 
— Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Humbly  pray  your  Excellency 
and  Honours  to  take  their  case  under  your  wise  consideration 
And  as  they  conceive  themselves  to  be  Intitled  to  his  majesties 
Grace  &  Favour  in  allowing  to  all  his  subjects  Libert^'  of  Con- 
science— and  that  it  is  unreasonable  for  them  to  be  compelled 
to  pay  towards  the  support  of  a  minister  they  do  not  nor  can- 
not hear  and  attend  upon  for  the  Reasons  aforesaid  When  at 
the  same  time  they  are  at  the  expence  of  maintaining  publick 
worship  among  themselves  in  that  way  and  mode  thev  think 
most  agreable  and  nearest  to  the  directions  given  in  the  Scrip- 
tures by  the  Great  head  of  the  Church,  and  v.-here  the  True 
Doctrines  of  Grace  &  Salvation  are  preached  according  to 
their  Opinion  of  those  things  :  They  pray  your  Excellency  & 
Honours  would  grant  them  Relief  in  the  premises  by  Exon- 
erating them  their  Families  and  Estates  and  all  others  within 
said  Town  of  Hampton  Falls  who  are  of  the  same  Perswasion 
and  attend  the  publick  worship  of  God  with  them  from  all 
ministerial  Rates  and  Taxes  in  said  Toun  (Excepting  to  their 
own  minister)  and  by  setting  them  oiY  as  a  distinct  Parish  for 
ministerial  alTairs  only,  and  by  enabling  the  said  Presbyterian 
congregation  to  raise  &  Levy  on  themselves  such  Taxes  and 
assessments  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  find  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  ministry  and  publick  worship  of  God 
among  themselves — or  grant  your  Petitioners  such  other  Re- 
lief as  your  Excellency  and  Honours  in  vour  wisdom  shall  see 
fit,  And  your  petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 
&c. 


Thomas  Leavitt 
Ebenezer  Knowlton 
Richard  Smith 
Jacob  Smith 
VVinthrop  Gove 
John  Chase  Jr 
John  True 
Abener  True 
Joshua  Page 
Joseph  Page 
Abel  Page 
Thomas  True 
Joshua  Page,  Jr 
Benjamin  Eaton 
John  Eaten 
Thomas  Eaten 
Wimon  Eaten 
Joseph  Norten 
Joseph  Eaton 
John  Selley 


Samuel  Selley 
David  Eaton 
Samuel  Eaton 
Nath    Sinkler 
David  Knoulton 
Eliphe  Merrill 
Thomas  Brown 
Nathan  Gove 
Enoch  Gove 
Sam    Fhilbrick 
Jonathan  Swett 
William  French 
Jacob  French 
Jonathan  Weare 
Isaac  Brown 
John  Ivennej 
Elisha  Brown 
Jonathan  Walton 
Job  Haskell 
Enoch  Bold 
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Samuel  Felch  Daniel  Chase 

Joseph  Falch  Thomas  Selly 

Henry  Roby  Jolin  Eaton,  Jr 

JohnChas'  Jonathan  Hoyt 

Abel  Daves  Elezer  Gove 

Simon  Clough  Paul  Grinelf 

John  Robei  Jonathan  Chase,  Jr 

John  Hunt  Beniamin  Leavit 

Province  of  New  Hamp'  November  27'^  1765 

The  foregoing  Petition  read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''* 

•Assembly 

T.  Atkinson,  Jr  Secrj 


•Province  of  "I  j^^  ^j^^  j^^^^g  ^^  Representatives  Nov^  27'''  1765. 
^New  Hamp"^  /  *^  .  '        '    -^ 

The  annexed  Petition  being  Read  and  considered, 
Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  second  Daj  of  the 
siting  of  ti'.e  General  A.^sembly  after  the  fir'^t  day  of  January  next,  and 
that  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  cost  serve  the  selectmen  of  Hampton 
falls  with  a  copy  of  the  Petition  and  order  of  Court  that  they  may  ap- 
pear and  shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should 
HOt  be  granted. 

M  Weare,  Clr. 
(In  Council  Nov  2S*''  1765 
.Read  Sc  concurrd. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 

-Province  of  \  j^  ^j^^  House  of  Representatives  Julv  -^  1766. 
New  Hamp"  J  '^  . 

The  foregoing  Petition  being  taken  under  Consideration  and  the 
Parties  heard  thereon  : 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  for  them 
and  their  Estates  to  be  set  otl'  from  the  Pa'rish  of  Hampton  falls  to  act 
in  all  Respects  as  a  distinct  Society  or  Parish  by  themselves  Except 
paving  their  Proportion  of  the  Province  tax  untill  a  new  Proportion 
thereot".  The  line  of  said  New  Parish  to  be  fixed  bya  committee  of  the 
General  Court  with  liberty  for  such  of  the  Petitioners  as  shall  not  fall 
■within  said  now  Parish  to' Poll  of  with  their  Estates  and  Belong  thereto 
and  for  anv  who  shall  fall  within  said  new  Parish  who  are  not  of  the 
Presbiterian  Perswasion  to  Poll  otf  with  their  Estates  and  belong  to 
the  old  Parish,  and  for  any  who  are  not  of  the  Presbyterian  Perswa- 
sion who  have  or  shall  have  Lands  within  said  New  Parish  to  Poll  oiT 
said  lands  to  belong  to  the  old  Parish  agreeable  to  the  Purport  of  a 
Vote  of  the  Parish  of  Hampton  falls  the  Second  day  of  Sep"  1765. 

M.  Weare,  Clr. 


Province  ot  \  j     ^^    House  of  Representatives  Julv  q"-  1766. 
New  Hamps^  1  ^  j     .   ^       1 

Upon  a  motion  of  the  Petitioners  for  some  alteration  in  the  forego- 
ing vote 

Voted,  That  it  be  understood  that  any  non  Residents  who  have  or 
shall  have  Lands  in  either  Parish  shall' have  liberty  to  Poll  off  their 
said  Land  to  that  Parish  which  they  shall  choose. 

M.  Weare.  Clr. 
In  Council  Eod"  Die 
Read  Sc  Concurr'd. 

T  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 
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Petition  in  anszver  to  the  foregoing  Petition. 
To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.  Captain  General 

Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  In  and  Over  hisMajes- 

tys  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  The  Honour'^  his  Majes- 

tys  Councill  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 

Assembled. 

Jany  r''  1766. 

We  the  Subscribers,  Chosen  by  the  Parish  of  Hampton 
falls  a  Committee  on  their  behalf  to  make  answer  to  a  Peti- 
tion Exhibited  to  the  General  Assembly  NoV  21'''  1765  By  a 
Number  of  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  s''  Parish  Praying- 
to  be  Excused  from  Paying-  to  the  Support  of  the  Rev'  M'' 
Paine  Wingate  Setled  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  said 
Parish  Sec. 

Beg  Leave  Humbly  to  Represent  to  vour  Excellency  and 
Honors  That  the  Reasons  assigned  by  said  Petitioners  are  such 
as  ought  by  no  means  to  Prevail  for  their  being  Exempted  in 
the  manner  They  pray  for.  And  this  we  trust  will  clearly  ap- 
pear from  a  true  state  of  facts  Relative  to  these  affairs 

We  would  therefore  Inform  }oi:r  Excellency  &  Honors  That 
Mr  Wingate  Having  Preached  in  the  Parish  for  some  mo.iths 
before  Mr  Baileys  Death  and  Afterwards  to  the  General  Satis- 
faction of  the  People  The  Parish  with  the  Advise  of  the  Neigh- 
boring ministers  Proceeded  to  give  him  a  call  to  Settle  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry  there,  which  call  was  unanimous  by  the 
Church,  and  General  by  the  Parish,  not  more  than  three  or  four 
Persons  opposing  his  Settlement.  But  the  terms  of  Settlement 
not  being  agreed  on  he  gave  a  Negative  answer  After  which 
the  Parish  heard  some  others  on  Probation  and  gave  MrMicah 
Lawrence  a  call  to  settle,  whicli  v,-e  mention  because  it  has- 
been  Represented  as  if  the  Parish  were  unreasonablv  set  for 
^Ir  Wingate's  settlement  and  no  other  person.  But  the  same 
persons  who  opposed  Mr  Wingate's  settlement  opposed  the 
settlement  of  ^Ir  Lawrence  ;  which  made  the  Generalitv  of 
People  think  their  opposition  was  more  from  a  disposition  to 
make  DitiiculLy  in  the  Parish  than  from  anv  Reasonable  objec- 
tion they  had  against  Either  of  the  Persons.  But  Mr.  Law- 
rence also  gave  a  Negative  answer  on  accompt  of  terms  of  set- 
tlement. Whereupon  the  People  in  General  Signified  their 
Desire  to  Renew  their  Call  to  Mr  Wingate,  and  agreed  to  get 
him  to  Preach  for  four  Sabbaths,  if  he  could  be  Procured.  It 
is  true  this  was  opposed  by  those  who  had  all  along  opposed 
his  settlement,  but  this  was  then  but  three  or  four  Persoi\s  Mr 
Wingate  was  accordingly  Procured  f)r  four  Sabbaths:  after 
which  a  meeting  was  called.  Notice  being  up  two  Sabbaths 
as  usual,  to  see  if  the  Parish  would  Renew  their  Call  to  Mr 
Wingate  to  settle  which  we  mention,  because  it  has  been  Rep- 
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resented  as  if  there  had  been   some   unfair  Proceedings  as   to 
this   meeting,    tho'  in  what  Particulars  we    could   never  find. 
At  this  meeting  there  was  again  a  general  Vote   of  the  Parish 
to  Renew  their  call  to  Mr  Wingate.  not  more  than  six  or  seven 
Voting   against  it,  and   he   had   also  again  a  unanimous  Vote 
of  the°Church  at  the  Same  meeting   also  were  voted   terms  of 
settlement  which  being  five   Pounds   Sterling   more   than   had 
been  Voted  before  there  were  more  Persons  against  the   terms 
of  settlement  than  against  the  call,  tho'  we  think  not  more  than 
ten  or  twelve  at  that"  time.     But  after  wards  many  of  these  Pe- 
titioners spoke  of  it  as  an  Extravagant   sum    (the  sum  is  ^^  £ 
Sterling  in  the  whole   besides   the   Personage)  and    made   this 
the  Ground  of  uneasiness,  and  of  stirring  up   Persons   against 
Mr  Wingates  Settlement  Representing  that  it  was  too  much  for 
such  a  Poor  Parish   to  Pay,  and   if  that  were   taken   ot^'  they 
would  be  Easy  ;    this  was   their   General   talk  and   the  whole 
Ground  of  complaint  then  made.     With   what  Propriety  they 
Desire  to  take  off  (as  they  say)  near  one  half  and  to  maintain 
another  minister  when  but  a  year  or  two  ago  the  whole  Parish 
were  not  able  to  pay  fifty  five  pounds  Sterling  yearly,  we  must 
leave  to  themselves  to  Explain.     The  truth  is  the  whole  Parish 
is  not  more  than   sutficienr.  to  support  one   minister   Properly, 
Tho'  we  think  there  was  no  Reason  to  find  fault  with  what  was 
Voted  Mr  Wingate  :   Thus  matters  Rested  for  some  time   and 
it  was  Generallv  tho't  that  the  uneasiness  which   had  arose  on 
accompt   of   the   Salary  would    subside.    But    sometime  after 
some  of  those  Persons  "who  had  all  along  opposed  our   Settle- 
ment went  about,  and   in  a  very   Private  manner   Procured  a 
Number  of  Persons  to  Sign  a  Paper   to   Signify   to  Mr.  Win- 
gate that  there  was  a  great  Number  of  Persons   in  the   Parish 
against  his  settlement,  in  order  to  Discourage  him  from  acept- 
ing,  which  being  accidentally  heard  of  by  one  or  two  Persons 
who  were  for  ^Ir  Wingates  settlement,  and   of  the  time  when 
thev  Designed  to  carry^the  same   to   }vlr  Wingate  it  was  tho't 
Proper  that  some  Persons  should  go  and  meet  them  at  Mr.  Win- 
gates to  Know  what  Objections   there  were,  and   Endeavor  to 
clear  up  any  Difticulties  that  might  be  made,  accordingly  three 
or  four  Persons  went  and  met  the  Persons  who   had  been  Pro- 
curing   Signers,    and    informing    them  of    what    they    heard 
Desired  to^Know  who  were  uneasy  and  what  their  Objections 
were,  that  thev  might  clear  up  the' Matters  if  they  could.     But 
thev  Replv'd  that  what  they  had  to  Say  was  to   M"  Wingate 
they  had  nothing  to  say  to  any  Body  Else,  and  after  the   otlier 
Persons  were  with  drawn  the'v  Delivered  a  Paper  to  Mr  Win- 
gate Signed  bv  a  considerable' Number  of  Persons  Signifying- 
that  they  were'  against  his  setling,  without  assigning  the  Least 
Reason,  and  when  thev  were  asked  the  Reasons  Declined  giv- 
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ing  any  which  not  appearing  to  Mr  Wingate  (after  Enquiring 
into  all  circumstances)  to  have  Equal  weight  with  the  unani- 
mous Vote  of  the  Church  and  Clear  Vote  of  the  Parish  at  a 
Legal  meeting  he  accepted  of  the  call.  After  this  another 
Paper  was  carried  about  to  be  signed  to  Request  the  selectmen 
ito  call  a  meeting  "to  see  if  the  freeholders  Inhabitants  of 
Hampton  falls  will  Vote  that  all  the  Votes  has  been  Past  Re- 
lating to  Mr  Wingate  call  in  the  Work  of  the  ministry  Salary 
and  support  in  this  Parish  of  Hampton  falls  be  Repealed  and 
iibsolutely  Revoked  and  made  void  &c."  Which  being  De- 
livered to  the  select  men  they  Denied  calling  a  meeting,  look- 
•  ing  upon  it  altogether  as  Improper  after  matters  had  been  fairly 
and  clearly  determined  at  fair  and  Legal  meetings  to  call  a 
meeting  to  Revoke  the  same  as  it  would  be  after  a  minister  had 
been  setled  Ever  so  Long  to  have  a  meeting  to  Revoke  all  that 
had  ever  been  done.  The  absurditv'  and  Impropriety  of  which 
they  tho't  must  be  quite  Evident,  with  several  other  Reasons 
which  they  gave  the  Petitioners  in  writing  in  answer  to  their 
Request,  in  hopes  to  satisfy  them  that  their  Request  was  un- 
reasonable. However  it  had  not  this  Effect  But  thev  Proceeded 
to  get  a  meeting  called  by  two  Justices  at  which  meeting  they 
voted  ail  the  Proceedings  Relating  to  Mr.  Wingates  settlement 
to  be  Null  and  Void.  But  not  trusting  to  this  when  the  coun- 
cell  was  convened  a  Committee  of  the  above  Persons  appeared 
&  Objected  to  Mr  Wingates  being  Ordained  ;  But  never  made 
the  Least  Objection  against  his  Doctrine,  life  or  Conversation 
but  on  the  Contrary,  being  asked  by  theCouncill  whether  they 
had  any  Objections  of  this  sort,  said  they  had  not  neither  did 
they  make  the  Least  Suggestion  that  they  were  of  a  Ditierent 
Perswasion. 

We  hope  your  Excellency  and  Honors  will  Excuse  this  so 
long  a  Rehearsal  of  the  Transaction  of  said  Parish  Relative  to 
these  atTairs  as  all  the  Objections  hitherto  made  were  against 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Parish  as  Illegal  and  unfair — for  that  of 
being  Presbyterians  had  not  yet  come  into  their  minds  and 
these  Objections  as  in  the  Present  Petition  couched  in  General 
terms  without  assigning  a  single  Instance  Wherein  they  were 
unprecedented  or  justly  Grievous  which  made  it  necessary  for 
to  give  a  Particular  accompt  of  the  whole  Proceedings  that  the 
Instance  wherein  we  have  failed,  mav  be  Pointed  Out,  for  we 
never  yet  could  tell  wherein  it  was.  From  this  state  of  facts 
we  apprehend  it  will  appear  clear  to  your  Excellency  and 
Honours  that  the  transactions  of  said  Parish  Relative  to  Mr 
Wingate's  settlement  have  been  Regular  and  agreeable  to  the 
Law  and  Practise  in  such  cases  That  his  call  to  settlement, 
was  as  clear  and  Indisputable  as  Generally  can  be  Expected 
and  that  those  who  afterwards  were  Drawn  into  oppose  it  had 
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no  just  cause  for  so  doing.  That  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Win- 
gate  was  ordaiued,  none  of  these  Petitioners  had  the  least  tho't 
of  he'iwj;  of  a  different  Perswasion,  for  if  they  had  it  must  be 
su.pposed  they  would  have  made  that  one  objection  before  the 
Councill.  We  are  therefore  fully  Perswaded  that  they  will 
appear  wholly  Inexcusable  in  Representing  as  they  do  in  their 
Petition  as  if  Mr  Wingates  Religious  vSentiments,  and  the 
Doctrines  Preached  b\-  him  were  the  ground  of  their  uneasi- 
ness, the  contrary  to  which  they  themselves  declared  before  the 
Councill.  Moreover  from  the  best  Information  we  can  get  one 
Quarter  part  at  least  of  these  Petitioners,  never  heard  Mr 
W'ingate  Preach  in  their  lives  and  many  others  of  them  not 
more  than  once  or  twice  and  not  one  in  twenty  of  them  ever 
had  the  least  conversation  with  him  to  Know  any  thing  of  his 
Religious  Sentiments.  And  they  have  put  down  the  Name  of 
one  at  Least  in  their  Petition  who  his  own  father  has  Repre- 
sented as  an  Idiot  so  wanting  of  understanding  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  taxed  for  his  head  and  he  has  been  accordingly  omit- 
ted and  manv  of  the  Other  Petitioners  do  not  own  one  Inch  of 
Real  Estate  in  the  Parish.  How  fair  these  things  are  we  leave 
to  be  Judged,  and  of  the  like  sort  is  their  assertion  that  near 
one  half  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Parish  Constanlly  opposed 
Mr  Wingates  settlement  and  dissented  therefrom,  the  Contrary 
to  which  is  Evident  from  the  foregoing  state  of  facts. 

That  these  Petitioners  as  well  as  we  are  Intitled  to  his  Majes- 
tys  Grace  and  favour  we  have  not  the  least  doubt — and  this  we 
look  upon  to  be  so  great  a  Priviledge  and  favour,  that  it  ought 
never  to  be  made  use  of  to  serve  wrong  Purposes,  and  here  we 
beg  leave  only  to  Remark,  that  if  any  num.ber  of  Persons 
without  anv  the  least  pretence  of  being  of  a  Different  Per- 
swasion or  any  the  least  Objection  to  the  settled  minister  as  to 
his  Doctrine.  Life,  or  Conversation  (which  was  the  fact  here) 
may  at  any  time  Sepei-ate  and  set  up  as  a  Distinct  Society  by 
themselves,  without  any  Countenance  from  authority,  and 
whether  those  they  Seperate  from  Remain  able  to  support  the 
minister  or  not  (whatever  Denomination  such  ma}-  please  to 
assume  afterwards)  there  evidently  Can  be  ho  Certain  support 
for  the  Ministrv  at  all,  which  is  very  far  from  being  the  Design 
of  the  x\ct  of  Toleration,  And  plainly  tends  to  Destroy  Relig- 
ion of  all  Denominations. 

That  these  Petitioners  have  the  true  Doctrines  of  Grace  and 
Salvation  preached  to  them  according  to  their  sense  of  these 
things  we  have  nothing  to  say  to,  and  that  they  are  so  Preached 
by  Mr  Wingate  Even  these  Petitioners  themselves  after  all 
their  Endeavors,  could  never  find  the  least  Objection  to  make 
to  the  Contrary,  so  that  the  Inuendo's  and  suggestions  against 
Mr  Wingate's  Preaching  are  put  in  as  we  conceive  for  no  other 
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Reason  than  that  they  tho't  it  necessary  in  Order  to  their  hav- 
ing any  Colour  for  what  ihcy  Ask,  that  there  should  have  been 
in  Reality  what  they  with'uit  inc  least  foundation  Suggest. 
Such  methods  we  tidiik  quite  needless  in  a  Good  cause  and  tb.ey 
will  we  trust  be  quite  unavailable  in  any  Other.  Wherefore 
we  Humbly  Pray,  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  Parish  of  Plamp- 
ton  fails  But  of  all  Religious  Societys  in  Getieral  that  the  Peti- 
tion mav  be  Dismissed.  For  we  tiiink  that  Encouraging  Per- 
sons in  jSIethods  such  as  these  Petitioneis  have  Practised  will 
have  a  direct  tendancy  to  Destroy  Religious  Societys  of  every 
Denomination. 

But  if  it  shall  Appear  Otherwise  to  vour  Excellency  and 
Honors,  we  Humbly  Pray  that  they  may  be  made  a  Distinct 
Parish  to  act  in  all  Respects  by  themselves,  we  being  fullv  con- 
vinced from  what  we  have  already  Experienced  how  great  will 
be  the  Difficulties  of  being  Connected  in  Civil  matters  while 
there  is  a  Seperation  as  to  Others.  For  which  Reason  the 
Parish  were  willing  Notwithstanding  the  unreasonableness  of 
all  their  Proceedings  that  they  should  go  oil'  as  a  Distinct 
Parish  and  their  not  accepting  oi  this  we  think  Shews  their 
Disposition  more  to  keep  the  Parish  in  Difficulties,  than  that 
Religious  Principles  are  the  foundation  of  their  Proceedings. 
MiisiiEcii  Weare  ^ 

Richard  Xasox  | 

TOXATHAX  TlLTON  |    r- 

i~,  o  >  Committee. 

Caler  bANBOrtX 

Nathaniel  Gove 

Abner    Sanborn  Jr    J 


Petition  for  a  Presbyterian    Society  rciicivcd — {yjjith  slighf 
alteraiiojis) . 
f-        To  his  Excellency   Tohn  Wentworth  Esq.  Captain  Gen- 
''    '  eral  Governor  a:;d   Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over 

his  ]Maiesties  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  To   FFis 
Honorable  his  Majesties  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
sentatives  for  said  Province  Convened  in  General  As- 
sembly July  3'  1767. 
The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town   of    Hampton   falls   in  said   Province,    Humbly 
Sheweth. 

That  about  three  years  ago  the  Rev"^  Mr  Pain  Wingate  in 
the  Congregational  way  and  manner  was  settled  in  the  work  of 
the  ministry  in  said  town  : 

That  the  Doctrines  Preached  by  the  said  ReV  Mr  Pain  Win- 
gate  are  very  diiferent  from  those  of  your    petitioners  and  dis- 
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as^reeable  to  them.  That  your  Petitioners  apprehended  they 
could  not  be  Profited  by  the  Preaching  and  ministration  of  the 
said  Rev  Mr  Wingate.  Th;it  the  measures  talcen  by  the  said 
Town  in  order  to  the  Settlement  and  support  of  the  said  Mr 
Wingate  are  as  your  Petitioners  Conceive  unprecedented  and 
Justlv  Grievous  to  them,  and  that  Therefore  your  petitioners 
and  many  others  (near  one  half  thereof)  constantly  opposed 
his  Settlement  there  and  Dissented  therefrom.  That  your  Pe- 
titi(Miers  are  Conscientiously  ol  the  Presbyterian  Perswation. 
Respecting  Church  Government,  Doctrin  Discipline  and  Wor- 
ship That  thav  with  others  of  their  Breathren  of  that  said  per- 
swation have  for  some  time  Past  Been  Regularly  formed  into 
a  church  built  a  meeting  House  in  said  Town  for  the  Public 
Worsiiip  ot  God,  Called  and  settled  a  minister  in  the  Presby- 
terian wa\-  Namely  the  Rev'  ]Mr  Samuel  Perley.  That  your 
Petitioners  Conscientiously  and  Constantly  on  th.e  Lords  day 
and  at  other  times  occationally  attend  the  Publick  Worship  of 
God  there  according  to  their  said  Perswasion — That  the 
Premises  Notwithstanding  the  select  men  of  the  town  of  Hamp- 
ton falls  for  two  years  Past  have  Rated  your  Petitioners  for  the 
support  of  the  said  ^Ir  Wingate,  which  some  of  your  Petition- 
er<5  have  been  Imprisoned  therefor,  which  your  Petitioners 
apprehend  to  be  a  Greivious  and  unreasonable  Burthan  upon 
them.  Theret'jre  your  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  your  Excel- 
lency and  Honors  to  take  their  case  under  your  wise  consider- 
ation, and  as  they  Conceive  themselves  to  be  Intitled  to  his 
Majestys  Grace  and  Faviour  in  allowing  to  all  his  subjects  Lib- 
erty of  Conscience  and  that  it  is  unreasonable  for  them  to  be 
Compelled  to  Pay  towards  the  support  of  a  minister  whom 
they  do  not  hear  and  attend  upon  for  the  Reasons  aforesaid 
when  at  the  same  time  they  are  at  the  Expence  of  maintaining 
Publick  Worship  amonge  themselves  :  Thav  pray  your  Ex- 
cellency and  Honors  would  Grant  them  Relief  in  the  Prem- 
ises by  Exonerating  them  their  families  and  Estates  and  all 
other  within  said  town  of  Hampton  falls  who  are  of  the  same 
perswasion  and  attend  the  Publick  Worship  with  them  from  all 
ministerial  Rates  and  taxes  in  said  town  Excepting  to  their  own 
minister  and  settins:  them  otT  as  a  distinck  Parish  for  ministe- 
rial  affairs  only  and  enabling  the  said  Presbyterian  Congregation 
to  Raise  and  Levy  upon  themselves  such  taxes  and  assessments 
as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  Find  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  ministry  and  Publick  Worship  of  God  amonge  tham 
selves  :   and  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c  &.c. 

Ebenezer  Knowiton  Abel  Davis 

Henry  Robie  Joseph  Norten 

Richard  Smith  Winthrop  Gove 

Jacob  Smith  John  Eaton  Jr 

Samuel  Selley  Job  Haskell 
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John  Cl-iase  Jr  Jonathan  Hoyt 

Bcnininm  Eaton  John  True 

Enoch  Gove  Jacob  Freanch 

Samuel  Pearkins  Simon  Clough 

Wimon  Eaton  Abner  True 

Thomas  Selej  Jonathan  Walton 

John  Seley  Ebenezcr  Gove 

Thcma?  Eaton                     ..  Samuel  Eaton 

Jonathan  Weare  Eli.->ha  Merrill 

Joseph  Page  Samuel  Felch 

Thomas  True  Joseph  Falch 

David  Knowlton  William  French 

Elisha  Brown  Paul  Greenleaf 

Jonathan  Cha^e,  Jr  Sam''  Philbrick 

Thomas  Brown  John  Chase 

Joseph  Chase  Isaac  Brown 

Joshua  Pa^e  Benjamin  Leavitt 

Abel  Pacre^  Nathan  Gove. 
John  Eaton 
Province  of  New  Hampshire, 
In  Council  Septem'  2:'^  1767. 

Read  &  ordered  to  be  ^ent  down  to  the  Hon''''  Assembly. 
I  -  T.  Atkinson  Jr  Secry. 

^  ^.         ^^  ,.       r  In  the  House  of  Representatives   Sepf 

Province  of  New   Hampshire  <|       ,^.t  j_^ 

Upon  Reading  the  foregoing  Petition  Voted  that  the  Petition^^  be 
heard  on  the  said  Petition  on  the  third  Day  of  the  sitting  of  the 
General  Assemblv  after  the  first  Day  of  November  next  &  that  thev 
serve  the  select  men  of  Hampton  falls  with  a  Copy  of  said  Petition  Si 
the  order  of  the  assembly  thereon  within  fourteen  days  from  this  time. 

M.  Weare,  Clr. 

In  Council,  Eodem  Die 
Read  iSc  Concurred. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 

Province  of  New  Hamps'  ^       <^o 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb'>'  12*"  1768. 
The  within  Petition  being  Considered,  Voted  that  it  bedismiss'd  Re- 
serving   to    the    Petitioners  Liberty  to   Bring  in  a  Bill    as    heretofore 
Granted  to  be  set  off  as  a  Distinct  Parish  in  all  Respects. 

M.  Weare,  Clr. 

In  Council  Feby  iS-"  176S. 
Read  iSt  concurrd 

Geo.  King,  Depy  Secry. 

An  Act  for  dividing  Hampton  Falls  into  two  Parishes. 
Anno  regni  Regis  Georgii  tertii  Magnce  Brittanice,  Franciai  et  Hiber- 

nice  Octavo. 

An  act  tor  dividing  the  town  of  Hampton  Falls  into  two  distinct 
Parishes. 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  o'i  the  Town  of  Hampton 
Falls  have  petitioned  to  be  sett  of  into  a  distinct  ^'  New  Parish  for 
reasons  in  their  said  Petition  set  forth  and  approved  of. 

Be  it  enacted  bv  his  E^cellencv  the  Governor  Council  &  Representa- 
tives in  General  Assembly  Convened  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same 
it  is  herebv  enacted 
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That  on  or  before  the  day  of next  the  aforesaid  Town  of 

Hampton  Falls,  shail  be  divided  into  two  Parishes,  each  of  which  shall 
enjoy  all  and  e%ery  Priviledi^es  common  to  other  Parishes,  distinct  and 
sepe'rate  from  each  other,  under  the  following  Exceptions  and  Restric- 
tions vizt.  A  Divisional  Line  shall  be  drawn  &  setled  by  a  committee 
of  the  General  Court  for  that  Purpose  and  all  such  of  the  Inhabitants 
who  are  of  the  Presbyterian  Perswasion  whose  Estates  shall  not  fall^ 
within  the  new  Parish  shall  be  poU'd  oi'':'and  belong  thereto,  and  any  of 
the  Congrecrational  Inhabitants  whose  Estates  shall  tall  nithintheXew 
Parish  shalfbe  poll'd  otV  with  their  Estates  and  belong  to  the  old  Par- 
ish, and  the  Estates  of  all  nonresident  Proprietors  that  •^hall  tall  within 
the  New  Parish  shall  be  assessed  for  all  Parish  Taxes  (^excepting  min- 
isterial) by  the  said  Nev,-  Parish. 


Report  of  a  Committee  to  fx  the  line  bet-ween  the  said  tivo 

Parishes. 
Province  of  ")  We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  by  a  vote  of 
]S.'ew  Hampshire  /  the  General  assembly  to  fix  a  Line  in  the  Town  of 
Hampton  falls  in  order  to  The  southern  Part  There- 
of Being  Erected  into  a  Distinct  Parish  accordingly  we  have  viewed 
the  Premises  Heard  the  Parties  i-  and  agree  to  Report  that  a  Line  Be- 
gining  on  Kensington  Line  near  Joseph  Browns  Dwelling  house  at  a 
Road  called  Horschill  Road  and  Following  said  road  Down  to  a  Bridge 
Below  Weare  mill  then  easterlv  on  the  North  Line  of  Ellsha  Browns 
Land  to  the  North  East  corner  Thereof  by  the  Qiiaker  Parsonage  (so 
called)  Then  following  the  Road  that  leads  by  Henry  Thresher's  house 
to  the  countrv  road.  Then  following  the  Line  Between  Land  of  Abra- 
ham Dow  and  Ralph  Butler  and  Isaac  Brown  and  bet\veen  Said  Dow 
&  Meshech  Weare  Esq.  to  the  south  East  corner  of  said  Weare's  marsh 
at  Browns  River  (so  called)  then  following  said  River  to  the  western 
End  of  the  parsonage  Island  (so  called)  then  Round  on  the  southern 
and  Eastern  Sides  of  said  Island  to  the  afors''  River  and  to  the  mouth 
thereof,  shall  be  the  Dividing  Line  between  the  two  Parishes. 
Hampton  Falls  April  27"'  176S. 

John  Giddinge  ^ 

Josiah  Bartlett  V  Comittee 

Ebenezer  Thompson  j 

Province  of  )  j^  ,^^  House  of  Representatives  May  24''^  1768. 

New  Hamps   J  '^ 

The  within  Report  being  Read  and  no  objection  made 

Voted.  That  the  Report  be  accepted  and   that  the  Petitioners  may 

bring  in  a  bill  agreeable  thereto 

M.  Weare,  Clr. 

In  Council  May  24,  1768 
Read  &  concurr'd. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 
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Petition  of  the  Parish  of  TIajiipton  Falls  in  relation  to 
delinquent  tax-payers. 

Province  of       ~)  To   his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq. 

New  Hampshire  [-      Capt.  Gen'    Governor  &    Commander  in 

Rockingham  ss    )       chelf    in    &    over   said     Province,     The 

Hon''"  his  Majcstys  Council  &  House  of 

Representatives  in  general  Assembly  convenM  May,  i77^- 

The  Petition  of  us  the  subscribers  a  committee  in  behalf  of 
the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Hampton 
Falls  in  said  CountA'  Humbly  sheweth.  that  the  selectmen  for 
the  year  1770  of  tlie  said  Parish  assessed  the  Inhabitants  & 
Freeholders  of  the  same  in  the  sum  of  fifty  live  Pounds  ster- 
ling money  for  their  ministers  salar}-  and  afterwards  at  a  Legal 
meeting  of  the  Freeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  the  same  Parish 
it  was.  among  other  things  Voted  that  tb.e  selectmen  for  the 
year  1770  should  be  Directed  not  to  m.ake  any  tax  or  assess- 
ment on  the  Polls  or  estates  in  s '  Parish  tor  the  support  of 
their  mdnister  (the  Rev'  Mr  Wingate)  f'>r  that  year  and  after- 
wards at  another  meeting  of  the  same  Freeholders  and  inhab- 
itants the  said  Vote  was  Ratified  and  confirmed  in  consequence 
of  which  the  selectmen  atbresaid  did  not  proceed  to  issue  their 
warrant  to  the  Constable  of  said  Parish  Impov/ering  him  to 
collect  the  taxes  as  liiev  had  before  assess'd  them  but  neglected 
by  which  means  none  of  the  Taxes  assesVl  aforesaid  were 
that  vear  collected — And  your  Petitioners  in  behalf  of  s'  Par- 
ish of  Flampton  falls  further  shew  that  the  Inhabitants  &  Free- 
holders of  the  same  Parish  at  their  Legal  meeting  the  follow- 
ing year  (viz  the  vear  1771 )  Passed  a  vote  Impowering  and 
ordering  the  selectmen  for  that  year  to  issue  their  Warant  to 
the  Constable  authorizing  him  to  collect  the  Taxes  for  the  pre- 
ceding ve^r  as  thev  were  assessed  by  the  then  selectmen  for 
said  Parish  for  the  purpose  of  paying  their  s'  ministers  salary. 
Thev  also  Voted  .Sj:'appointed  us  a  Committee  to  give  security 
to  the  said  Rev"^  Mr  Wingate  for  the  Payment  of  the  Salary 
before  mentioned  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  March  then  next 
together  with  one  years  interest  for  the  same  &  if  not  Paid  at 
that  time  to  be  upon  interest  untill  Paid.  Consequent  upon 
which  last  Vote,  your  Petitioners  gave  the  Rev'  Mr  Wingate 
their  Bond  for  Fifty  five  Pounds  sterling  for  the  Salary  Due  to 
him  for  the  year  1770  and  the  selectmen  for  1771  issued  their 
Warrant  Directly  to  the  Constable  impowering  him  to  collect 
the  Taxes  for  the  preceding  year  of  Parishioners  as  before  as- 
sessed agreeable  to  said  Vote,  but  afterwards  Doubting  the 
Propriety  &i  Regularity  of  the  Vote  impowering  the  selectmen 
for  one  year  to  Rectify  the  mistakes  and  negligences  of  the 
select  men  for  a  preceding  ^-ear  said  selectmen  forbid  the  Con- 
stable  Distraining   upon  any  for   said  Tax  (at  lest  for  a  time) 
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but  still  Requiring  him  to  Collect  the  same  as  near  as  Pos- 
sible without  Deslraint  which  accordingly  he  has  clone  and  has 
collected  the  major  part  thereof,  viz  :  about  three  fourths— and 
we  further  shew  that  since  the  assessment  of  said  tax  which 
was  in  1770.  many  of  the  Parishioners  have  withdrawn  from 
said  Parish  &  joyned  themselves  to  the  Presbyterian  Society  in 
Seabrook  &  Elsewhere  whereby  to  Exempt  themselves  from 
ministerial  Charo^es  in  said  Parish  which  withdrawment  was 
in  1771  before  making  of  the  assessments  for  that  year  therefore 
looking  upon  themselves  clear  of  bcin'j-  taxed  to  any  niininte- 
rial  charges  either  for  the  present  year  or  t!ie  arrearages  for  the 
year  preceding  and  the  selectmen  authority  to  impower^  the 
'Constable  Lo  collect  said  arrearages  according  to  said  Vote, 
being  frcquentlv  Disputed:  whereupon  those  thus  withdrawn 
as  aforesaid  Reuised  to  pay  their  proportion  of  said  arrearages 
(altho  not  Denying  it  justly  Due)  unless  upon  certain  condi- 
tions by  themsel\-es  proposed  upon  which  they  would  Readily 
Pay  the  same  without  Difficulty  altho  they  could  not  be  com- 
pelled to  do   it  whicl;   conditions   were  complyed  with  by  the 

selectmen  to  ulioni  the^•  were  bv  themselves  proposed  \vhere- 

•  1  "  • ,  ir, :  .-I  _ .  "P.,:.! 

vipoi 


,-.  fl 


_-_  the  major  part  of  said  arrear.iges  was  ImmediaLely  Paid 
w'ithout  ObjectiiMi  &  continuing  to  be  collecting  untill  after  a 
while  one  &  another  of  those  wlio  •.-,  ere  in  the  agreement  as 
aforesaid  objects  A:  Refuses  to  Pay  oc  the  number^  increasing 
Whereupon 'others  who  before  had  nothing  to  object  apinst 
paying  their  proportion  of  the  same  have  also  Refused  Sc  stdl 
Re'fuse  nntiUdl  shall  be  compelled  to  do  likewise.  The  names 
of  those  who  have  not  paid  their  Proportion  of  said  ministers 
Salary  for  l77o  are  as  follows,  viz. 

Ralph  Butler  '  Richard  Nason,  Esq 

Philip  Burns  Jonathan  Nason 

Christooher  Blake  Joseph  Pervere 

Richard  Brown  Lieut  Sam  Prescutt 

Abraham  Burnam  Samuel  Robie 

Joshua  Chase  Nathan  R:jwe 

John  Davis  Jonathan  Stanyan 

Joel  Haskiel  Enoch  Sanborn 

Zebulon  Hilvard  Malichi  Shaw 

Simeon  Hilyard  Dudley  Sanborn 

Benj-  Hilyard  Capt  Caleb  Sanborn 

William  Lang  Jonathan  Tilton,  Jr 

Stephen  Lansf  Nathan  Weare 

John  Lucv  Capt  Walter  Williams 

Arnoc  Leavit  Col  Me^-hech  Weare 

Francis  Mershall  Chase  Williams 

Richard  Mace  Melcher  Ward, 

Josiah  Moulton 
(which  were  then  Inhabitants  in  said  Parish  of  Hampton  falls  tho-^e  who 
■were  not  inhabitants  having  some  Interest  in  said  Parish  are  as  follows 
viz.) 

Thomas  Rand  Col  Jonathan  Moulton 
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Christopher  Toppan  Esq  Francis  Batchclder 

Theo's  Smith  Esq  Edward  Sleeper 

Joseph  Su-eese_v  Samuel  Colkett 

Ebenezer  Barker  Edward  Tuck 

Jeremiah  Pre-^cut  Je.s.>e  Tuck 

Wid'  Elizabeth  Blake  Benjamin  Brown 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  in  behalf  (jf  said  Paiish  Humbly" 
pray  that  your  Excellency  &  Honours  would  take  the  Premise's 
into  your  serious  Consideration  and  as  it  would  be  verv  hard 
as  well  as  inequitable  that  the  whole  burthen  of  Taxes  "should 
fall  only  on  a  part  oi  the  Parish  when  all  have  been  equally 
Benifited  &  your  Petitioners  Doubting  the  Propriety  &  Regu- 
larity of  the  \'ote  as  aforesaid  &  their  own  ability  "to  compel 
the  Delinquents  to  a  compliance  therewith,  vour  Petitioners 
Humbly  beg  that  your  Excellency  cN:  Honors  would  order  the 
said  Delinquents  to  pay  the  several  sums  thev  are  Respectfully- 
assessed  for  the  said  year  1770,  &  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty- 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

Hampton  falls  i^Iav  29' '  1772. 

Jeremiah  Blake 
William  Davisox" 
Jeremiah  Laxe 
David  Bachelder 
Jonathan-  Birnam 


Petition  of  Selectmen  of  Hampton  Falls  for  leave  to  make 

a  rate^  d'c. 
Province  of       |  To   his   Excellency  John   Wentworth  Esq 
New  Hampshire  j       Governor  in  Chief  in  &  over  said   Prov- 
ince,   The   Honourable    the   Council    & 
House    of    Representatives    in    General 
Assemblv  con\'ened. 
The  Humble  Petition  of  Benjamin  Tilton.  William  Davison 
and    Nehemiah    Cram     Selectmen    of     Hampton    falls    in    the 
County  of  Rockingham   A:    Province   afjresaid,  Shewcth,  that 
on  the  22'  Day  of  May  last  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  hisMajes- 
tys  Reign,  your  Excellency  ci:  Honors  past  an  actintitled,  "•An 
act  for  dissolving  the  anruial  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Parish  of  Hampton  fiills  and    authorizing  the   holdino-  a  new 
meeting,"  and  in  &  by  the  same  act  (among  other  thint^s)  the 
said   annual   meeting   is   declared    illegal   &:   the    Proceeding's 
thereof  wholly  made  null  and  vf.id.  and  a  new  meeting  of  said 
Inhabitants  for  transacting  the  aimual    Business  of  said  Parish 
ordered,  and  the  Honorable  John    Phillips   Esq.  a  member  of 
said  house  appointed   to   call  and  govern   said   last   mentioned 
meetingf  till  the  Business  thereof  be  ended. 
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By  Virtue  of  which  said  act  a  new  meeting  was  called  and 
held  at  said  Hampton  falls  on  the  2S"'  of  June  last  at  which 
your  Petitioners  were  duly  chosen  select  men  of  said  Hampton 
falls  and  legally  sworn  to  Execute  that  oliicc,  but  your  Peti- 
tioners were  chosen  into  that  otlice  after  the  time  by  Law  fixed 
for  taking  the  invoice  for  the  current  year  was  expired  and  no- 
Power  being  given  your  Petitioners  after  their  Election  to  take 
an  Invoice  thev  have  hitherto  been  prevented  from  making  any 
Rates  in  said  Hampton  falls  and  must  still  be  so  without  the 
Interposition  of  the  Legislative  authority  of  your  Excellency 
&  Honors  in  that  Behalf.  And  whereas  the  selectmen  chosen 
at  said  annual  meeting  took  part,  and  other  persons  appointed 
by  order  of  said  house  took  the  rest  of  the  invoice  for  said 
Hampton  falls  for  the  year  i  773  the  whole  of  which  Livoice 
so  taken  was  Exhibited  to  tlie  General  Assembly  for  said 
Province  for  the  Purpose  of  assessing  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
Hampton  falls  their  proportion  of  the  Province  Tax  : 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Humbly  pray  that  they  as  select- 
men afore's'  may  be  authorized  to  assess  &  Rate  the  Inhab- 
itants of  said  Hampton  falls  according  to  the  Invoice  so  taken 
&  Exhibited  to  vour  Excellency  &  Honours,  and  that  the  same 
Invoice  may  be  made  good,  as  if  the  same  had  been  seasonably 
&  properly  taken  or  that  your  Petitioners  may  be  impowered 
to  take  a  new^  invoice  and  to  make  the  Rates  in  s^  Hampton 
falls  agreeable  thereto,  and  your  petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound; 
will  ever  pray  &c 
December  24'''  1773. 

Benj'  Tilton 
William  Davison 
Nehemiah  Cram. 


jvince  of   "I  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan?'  19,  1774,  this  pe- 
j  Hampsh  ]      tition  was  read  &  Voted  that  the  petitioners  proceed 


Pro-s 
New 

by  the  old  Inventory  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  accordingly 

Wm  Parker.  Cler. 


In  Council  Eodem  Die, 
Read  and  Concurrd. 

Geo.  King,  D.  Secry. 
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HANOVER. 

[Hanover  was  granted  by  charter  Julv  4,  1761,  to  eleven  persons  of 
the  nptne  of  Freeman,  and  52  others,  principally  from  Connecticut. 
The  first  settlement  was  made  in  May,  1765.     Ed.'] 

Petition  of  yo/in  House  about  Islayids  in  Cotinecticut  river. 
To  His   E.Kcellency  John  Wentvvorth    Esq  Captain  Geiicral, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  Over  his  Majes- 

tys  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  in  Council 

The  Petition  of  John  tlouse  of  Hanover  in  the  Province 
aforesaid,  Gentleman,  unto  your  E>;cellcncy  &  the  Hon*^'* 
Council  Humblv  shews 

That  your  Petitioner  was  one  of  the  tirst  settlers  of  said 
Township  with  great  tatigue  and  Expence,  and  has  continued 
to  improve  h.is  Interest  there  to  this  Time,  That  he  pinxhased 
of  James  Hovey  two  certain  Islands  in  Connecticut  River  at 
an  e.\pence  of  twenty  Pounds  LawfuU  m'^ney,  which  Islands 
lies  opposite  to  said  Township  and  contains  together  about 
twelve  acres  and  have  always  been  improved  by  said  Hovey 
and  your  Petitioner  on  a  Presumption  tl.at  thev  belonged  to 
said  Township  A;  said  Hovev  claimed  tht-m  in  his  Riglit  of 
Proprietors'iip  iS;  Prior  occupauc\",  your  Petitioner  has  been 
since  informed  tliat  all  Islands  in  said  River  not  Expressly 
mentioned  in  Town  grants  still  remain  the  Property  of  his 
Majestv  and  for  the  considerations  aforeinentioned.  He  hum- 
bly hopes  to  obtain  y-  Excellencys  and  Honours  Favours  to 
him,  in  continuing  him  in  his  Possessions  &  Improvements  of 
said  Islands  &  to  grant  him.  the  Propertv  of  the  same,  or  oth- 
erways  to  relieve  him  on  the  Praver  of  this  his  Petition  as  y"" 
Excellency  and  Honours  may  Judge  best,  And  your  Petition- 
ers as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 


Portsm  '  December  129''''  1770. 


Joii.v  House. 


HILLSBOROUGH. 


[A  settlement  was  begun  in  this  town  in  1741,  by  James  McCatley, 
Samuel  Gibson,  and  others ;  but  was  broken  up  in  1744.  It  was  re- 
sumed not  far  from  1759;  and  incorporated  by  charter,  Nov.  14,  1772. 
Ed.] 
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Petition  in  relation  to  roads  in  Society  lands. 
Province  of  ]  To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq. 
New  Hampshire  j  Captain  General',  Governor  &  Command- 
er in  chief  in  and  over  said  Province  The 
Hon'''*  his  Majestys  Council  and  the  Hon^'-  the  House  of 
Representati\  es  for  said  Province  in  General  Assembly  to 
be  convened  at  Portsmouth  in  said  Province  on  the  20  Day 
of  march  next. 

The  petition  of  Di\'ers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hillsborough 
in  said  Province  Humbly  sheweth  that  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
Hillsborough  were  obliged  to  cut  and  clear  a  road  through  a 
Tract  of  Land  call'd  the  Societys  Land  near  eight  miles  in 
Length  which  Road  we  have  maintained  on  our  own  Cost 
near  seven  years  being  the  only  vv-ay  we  could  come  to  our 
own  Lauds  which  road  has  cost  us  a  great  sum  of  money  and 
for  two  yeai's  past  we  have  been  obliged  to  pay  province 
Taxes — Wherefore  we  Hujnbly  pray  your  Excellency  and 
Honours  would  please  to  make  an  act  to  oblige  the  proprietors 
&  owners  of  said  Societvs  Land  to  maintain  and  keep' said 
Road  in  repair  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Hillsborough  &  Inhabitants  of  the  country  around  us, 
your  petitioners  in  duty  Boiuid  will  ever  pray. 
Hillsborough  Feby.  I5''^  i/jo- 
Samuel  Bradford  Samue!  Bradford,  Jr 

Timothy  Bradford  William  Williarris 

Henry  Codd  -  Isaac  Andrews 

Anthony  Morin  John  Mead 

Samuel  Bradford  Abijah  Lovejoy 

Peter  Codd  Benjamin  Lovejoy 

John  M'Calley  Benjamin  Lovejoy,  Jr. 

James  Gibson  Isaac  Baldwin 

John  Gibson  Nathan  Taylor 

Josiah  Colledge  .  James  Tag^^art 

William  Pope  Archibald  Taggart 

Moses  Steel  Joshua  Estey 

Jonathan  Durent  William  Tag,?art  Jr 

Daniel  M  Murphy  Robert  Taggart 

Timothy  Wilkins  John  Taggart. 

Nehemyer  Wilkins 
In  Council  March  28''-  1770 

The  within  Petition  was  read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''* 
Assembly. 

Geo:  King,  D.  Secry 

Province   of    1    t        ^i_        rr  <.    -n  ^     ,.•  ht  i_       o.i, 

■vr        ,  r^         .  -  in  the  House  of  Representatives  March  28'^  1770. 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  their  Petition  on  the  third 
day  of  the  siting  of  tlie  General  Assembly  after  the  first  day  of  May 
next  and  that  they  cause  the  Substance  of  their  Petition  and  this  Order 
of  Court  to  be  Published  two  weeks  successively  in  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Gazett  that  any  person  may  shew  cause  why  the  Prayer  thereof 
should  not  be  granted. 

M.  Weare,  CIr. 


380  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

In  Council  Mar.  29'''  1770.  « 

Read  A:  concur'd 

Geo.  King,  D.  Socrv 
Province  of     1^  In  the   House  of  Representatives  Janj  i"  i77i'     The 
NewHarnpshrj       within    Petition    being  Considered    and    appearing 
Reasonable 
Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to   Bring  in   a  Bill    for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  the  Petition 

M.  Weare,  Clr. 


The  Deposition  of  John  M'Calley  of  Lawful  Eage  testifyeth  and 
sayes,  that  to  his  certain  Knowledge  that  the  Road  through  the  Society 
Land  so  called  leading  to  Hillsborough  was  cut  out  at  the  Cost  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  said  Hillsborough. 

John  M'Caliey. 

June  the  iS'"  1770. 


Province  ot  1  June  the  iS''  1770.  Then  the  above  named  John 
New  Hampshire  j  M  Calie_\-  Personally  appeared  and  afterDue  Caution 
and  caret'ul  Examination  made  a  solemn  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above  Deposition  by  him  signed  to  be  used  at  the  General 
Court  of  the  Provence  aforesaid  in  behalf  of  the  Petition  that  the  In- 
habitants of  Hillsborough  has  prefered  to  said  General  Cort.  Praying 
that  the  Road  through  the  Society  land  mav  be  made  Good  at  the  cost 
of  the  owners  of  said  land. 

Before,     William  Clark,  Jus.  Peace. 


The  Deposition  of  Joliii  Gibson  of  Lawful  Eage  testifveth  and  says 
that  he  helped  to  clear  out  the  Road  through  the  Society  land  so  called 
that  leads  to  Hillsborough  and  that  it  was  done  at  the  cost  ot  the  In- 
habitants of  said  Hillsborough  (i). 

John  Gibson. 

June  the  iS'''  1770. 


Province  of       )      June   the   iS'-'  1770,  then  the  above  named  John 

New  Hampshire  )  Gibson  Personalley  appeared  and  after  Due  caution 
and  carefull  Examination  made  solemn  oath  to  truth 
of  the  above  Deposition  by  him  sisrned  to  be  used  at  the  General  Cort 
of  the  Provence  aforesaid  in  behalf  of  a  Petition  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Hillsborough  has  prefered  to  said  General  Cort  Praying  that  the 
Road  through  the  Society  land  leading  to  Hillsborough  may  be  made 
good  at  the  cost  of  the  owners  of  said  Land. 

Before     William  Clark,  Jus.  Peace. 

(1)  The  above  depositions  were  to  be  used  in  behalf  of  the  foregoing  petition  for 
roada.    Ed. 


Petition  for  atz  Act  of  Incorporation. 
To  His   Excellency  John  Wentvvorth    Esq   Captain    General, 
Governor  unci  commander  in  chief  In  and  over  his  Majestys 
Province   of  New  Hampshire,  And  to  the    Honourable    his 
Majestys  Comicil  of  said  Province. 
The  Petition  of  the  subscribers   Inhabitants   of  a  Township 
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called  Hillsborough  in  the  Province  aforesaid.  Humbly 
sheweth,  That  we  have  been  subjected  to  the  payment  of 
Provmcc  &.  County  Taxes  as  full}-  as  the  inhabitants  of  towns 
in  this  Province,  but  have  not  enjoyed  equal  priviledges.  We 
are  himibly  of  opinion  that.  Collecting  of  Taxes  would  be 
facilitated  to  us,  good  order  maintained,  the  culture  of  our  land 
Encouraged,  and  many  inconveniences  removed  and  good  pur- 
poses answered  by  an  incorporation.  Therefore  we  prav  that 
said  Township  Butted  and  Bounded  as  follows  viz.  Begin- 
ning at  the  Southeast  corner  of  a  Beach  Tree  marked  7.  from 
thence  South  Eighty  four  degrees  &  30  minutes  west  about  six 
miles  by  the  Society  Lands  so  called  to  a  Beach  tree  marked 
7  &  S,  from  thence  north  fifteen  degrees  West  about  six  miles 
by  comon  Land  so  called  to  a  Beach  Tree  marked  7  &  S  from 
tlience  North  Eighty  four  degrees  ^c  30  minutes  East  about  six 
miles  to  a  Beach  tree  marked  7,  from  rhence  about  six  miles 
by  the  Town  of  Hennlker  to  the  Bounds  first  mentioned  mav 
be  erected  and  incorporated  a  Body  politic  infranchised  witla 
the  same  powers  &  Priviledges  that  otiier  Towns  in  this  Prov- 
ince have  &  enjoy.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Dutv  bound 
-svill  ever  Pray. 

Jonathan  Duren  Wiltiam  Jones 

Timothy  VVilkins  Ccrn-^amin  Lovejov  ]r 

Abijah  Lovejoy  John  Gibson 

John  Sargent  Wilfiam  Pope 

John  Steel  William  Williams 

Archibald  Taggart  Isaac  Baldwin 

James  Gibson  Daa'iel  M'Neall 

William  Taggart  Joseph  Clark 

John  MCalley  Isaac  Andrews 

George  Bemaine  Alesander  M'  Clintock 

William  Clark  Samuel  Bradford 


Petition  of   yohn  Hill  in  behalf  0/  Hillsborough  and 
Peterborough,   for  protection  from  the  Tndia?is. 
'To  His  Excellency  Penning  Wentworth  Esq.  Capt  General  & 
Governor  in  Chief  in  Sc  over  his  Majestys  Province  of  New 
Hampshire,   To  the  Hon'''"  his   ]NLajesties   Council  &  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled. 
Jn'  Hill   in  behalf  of  himself  &  the    other   proprietors  of  a 
Township  N"  7,  in  the  line  of  Towns  commonly  called  Hills- 
borough &  another  Township  called  Peterborough  both  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  htimbly  shews   That  your  Peti- 
tioners &  the  other  s''  proprietors  have  been  at  great  Charge  & 
Expence  in  settling  &  bringing  forward  y"  s'  Townships  to  their 
present  circumstance's,  there  being  near  40  famih'S  that  would 
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now  be  in  Each  of  s'  Towns  but  are  discouraged  by  the  dan- 
ger of  an  Indian  War,  Sc  are  now  ready  to  go  on  if  they  can 
be  protected  in  their  settlement.  Wherefore  your  Petitioner 
in  behalf  of  himself  &  the  other  proprietors  pray  in  Consider- 
ation of  the  great  Expence  they  have  been  at  in  these  settle- 
ments and  the  manifest  advantage  that  will  accrue  to  this 
Province  from  them,  that  being  Frontier  Towns  they  may  be 
Defended  &  protected  by  this  Government  as  Your  Excellency 
&  Houn"  shall  seem  meet  &  vour  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray 
&c. 

John'  Hill. 
Indorsed,  '-John  Hills,  Petition  1744." 


HINSDALE. 


[This  town  was  originally  part  of  Northt7eld.  Ms.,  from  which  it  was- 
separated  when  the  boundary  line  was  established  in  1741.  It  was  in- 
corporated by  charter.  Sept.  3,  1753.     Ed.] 

Petition  of  Col.  E,benezer  Hinsdale  in  beJialf  of  No-rthjield. 
To  His  Excellency  I-lenning  Wentv.-orth  Esq.  Captain  General, 
Governor  &  Commander   in   Chief  in  &  over  His   Majestys- 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  Honorable  His  Majes- 
tys Council  for  said  Province. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Ebenezer  Hinsdale  of  Northfield 
in  said  Province  Esq'  In  behalf  of  himself  &  others  Proprietors- 
of  the  Land  in  Sudd  Place  a  List  of  whose  names  is  herewith 
presented,  Shews, 

That  thev  li  those  under  whom  they  claim  said  Land  have 
possessed  i:  Improved  the  same  upwards  of  Seventy  years 
having  first  entered  thereon  under  a  Grant  of  the  Government 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  .i  have  in  that  time  Encounter'd  all 
the  Dlificulties  of  the  Indian  Wars  &  Struggled  with  other 
hardships  Incident  to  Frontier  settlements  begun  in  the  wilder- 
ness remote  from  cultivated  Lands  : 

That  they  have  Improv'd  the  same  to  a  Considerable  Degree 
by  reason  whereof  the  said  place  is  not  only  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  settlers  but  useful  to  the  Government  wherein  it  is 
situate  in  many  Respects  too  obvious  to  need  enumerating, 
whereby  they  have  som  Just  pretensions  to  such  Favours  as 
may  be  granted  by  the  Government  to  any  of  his  Alajestys 
Good  Subjects  &  with  regard  to  such  as  have  relation  to  this 
settlement  to  be  prefer'd  to  any  others  : 

That  if  no  Legal  title  to  the  said  Lands  can  be  derived  to  the 
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Grantees  under  the  Governm'  of  the  Massachusetts,  yet  by 
vhtue  of  such  a  Long  Seizui  in  a  Country  so  exposed  where 
the  Difficulty  of  Improving  of  Lands  has  been  vastly  beyond 
what  it  is  near  other  settlements  where  the  settlers  have  with  a 
resolution  &  Courage  scarce  Parallell'd  Maintained  their  Pos- 
sessions against  all  Discouragements  &  made  an  useful  settle- 
ment now  in  a  condition  to  succour  the  neighbouring  Liiant 
Plantations  they  seem  to  have  a  Legal  Right  to  hold  the  same 
Exonerated  from  all  other  Duty,  than  what  Loyal  Subjects  owe 
to  their  Prince  Si  the  Governm.ent  under  which  they  live  For 
they  have  Purchased  the  Estates  they  claim  here  at  a  Dear 
Rate  upon  a  just  Computation  at  Least  they  Humbly  Conceive 
it  must  be  allow'd  that  in  Equity  they  ought  so  to  Enjoy  them  : 
Wherefore  thev  prav  That  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased 
to  Incorporate  the  settlers  upon  &  the  Lands  called  NorthHeld 
within  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  consideration  of 
the  Premises  with  other  particular  Tracts  laid  out  tor  farms  to 
Particular  persons  (whose  names  are  Distinguished  in  said 
List)  adjacent  there  unto.  Into  a  Township  &  Invest  them  with 
the  Rights  &.  Privileges  which  other  Towns  Enjoy  in  said 
Province  if  your  Excellency  tK:  Honours  can  by  any  means 
grant  the  sarrie  But  if  not  that  you  would  be  Pleased  to  grant 
the  said  Lands  &  Farms  to  the  said  Clainiers  in  Proportion  & 
according  to  their  Respective  claims  with  such  other  Lands  not 
claimed  to  such  Persons  as  you  shall  Judge  proper  and  Incor- 
porate the  whole  as  aforesd'as  that  will  greatly  Facilitate  the 
Further  Cultivation  &  Improvement  of  said  Lands  and  your 
Petitioners  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Ebenezer  Hinsdale. 

[No  date.] 


Petition  of  Proprietors  and  claimers  of  land  in  Northjield 
south  of  the  Province  line. 

Province  of       )  To    His    Excellency    Benning   Wentvvorth 

New  Hampshire  )       Esq.  Governour  &  Commander  in   Chief 

in  &  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  New 

Hampshire   &    to   the    Hon''--'   his  Majesties   Council  for  s'^ 

Province : 

The  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  claimers  of  Land  lying 
within  his  Majesties  Province  aforesaid  heretofore  Part  of  the 
Proprietv  &  Town  of  Northfield  as  the  same  was  granted  by 
the  Province  of  the  Mass'^'^  Bay  but  by  the  dividing  Line  of 
the  Province  now  falls  to  the  North  of' the  said  Dividing  Line, 
Humbly  shews  that  your  Petitioners  have  long  esteemed  the  s'^ 
Tract  of  Land  tlieir  own  Property  but  being  informed  byyour 
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Excellcy  and^  Honours  that  the  same  is  his  Majesties  to  be 
granted  to  such  of  his  subjects  as  are  desirous  to  take  a  grant 
upon  his  Majesties  Terms  Conditions  <!^:  Reservations,  We 
Humbly  prav  that  we  may  have  a  grant  of  the  same  so  as  not 
to  interfere  or  destroy  our  former  survey  &  laying  out,  which 
we  hope  considering  our  long  Possession  &  the  great  Charge  &i 
cost  we  have  been  at  in  defending  the  same  will  give  us  the 
Preference  to  any  others  of  his  Majesties  subjects  and  your 
Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray 
Aug^  29^^  1753. 


Ebenezer  Alexander 
Joseph  Burt 
Jonathan  Beldiog 
Sanuie!  Hunt 
Isaac  Mattoon 
N»Chl  >iattoon 
Azariah  Wri.;ht 
liememlirauce  'Wright 
Benoui  Wright 
Phineas  Wright 
William  Wrirht  ' 
Willm  HoUoQ 
Willra  Ilolton,  Jr. 
EbenezRT  Severance 
Benjn  Ko<e 
Benjn  Bi-ooks 
Daniel  Br  jf^k^ 
Saml  Merriman 
Samuel  Smith 
Jonathan  Jonas 
Sech  Field 
David  Field 
Ebenr  Field 
EV)enr  Field,  Jr 
Moses  Field 
Samuel  Field 
Paul  Fi'jld 
Rufus  Field 
Joshua  Lyman 
Sarah  Petty 
Alexr  Norton 
Benjn  Miller 
Philip  Mattoon 
Israel  Warner 
Ebenr  Warner 
Eleazor  Patterson 
Samael  Holton 
Jloses  Evar.3 
Randel  Evens 
Xiydia  Dooliitle 
Luciaa  Dooiittle 
Amzi  DoolitUe 


Zeb'dh  Stebbins 
Tho3  Stebbins 
Hezekiah  Strutton 
Ebr'nezer  Stratton 
Samuel  Stratton 
Jomi  Stratton 
Eleazer  Stratton 
Hezeki;ih  Stratton  Jr 
Nathl  Dickinson's  Heira 
Moses  Dickinson 
Nathl  Dickinson 
WiUm  Orvis 
Stephen  Belding 
Asa'iel  Burts,  Heirs 
Aaron  Bart 
Ahrahatn  Eigar 
Joseph  Alexander 
Pliilip  Alexander 
Saml  P.oot 
Simoon  Alexander 
John  HoUon 
Bildad  Andras 
Joshua  Holtons,  Heira 
Jo.-eph  Pettys,  Heirs 
Mar^jarec  Petty. 
Joseph  Petty 
Josinh  Foster 
Jonathan  Morton 
Timothy  Nash 
Gains  Field 
Saml  Ashley 
Hezh  Elmer 
Jacob  Elmer 
Daniel  Elmer 
John  Avery 
John  Grundy 
Beriah  Grundy 
Henry  Kenney 
Peduijah  Field 
Joseph  Stebbins 
Nehemiah  Wrisht. 
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Petition  of  Hbenezer  Hinsdale  for  protection   against  the 

Indians. 

Hinsdale  Decemb'"  24"'  1755 
To  His  Excelly  Bening  Wentworth  Esq.  Capt  Gen"  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  &  over  his  Majestys  Province   of  Nev/ 
Hampsh'     To  the  Honour' '•'  his  Majestys  Coiincill  &  House 
of  Representatives  when  In  Gen"  Court  Assembled. 
The    petition    of    Ebenezer    Hinsdale    of    Hinsdale   in   the 
province  of  New  Hampsh""     In  behalfe  of  himself  &  others  of 
said  Town,   Humbly  Sheweth  that  the  said   Place  is   the   first 
Town  above  the  Massachusetts  line  on  Connecticut  River  a 
part  of  which  has  been  under  Improvement  for  sixty  or  seventy 
3-ears  past ; 

That  they  have  now  made  Considerable  Improvements  Even 
above  any  Town  Siiip  In  the  province  of  New  Hampsh''  on 
s^  River ; 

That  they  have  been  formerly  Protected  by  the  Province  of 
the  Jvlassachusetts  Bay  but  have  Lately  been  much  Neglected 
as  not  being  within  their  Line  of  Jurisdiction  ; 

That  of  late  we  have  been  kindly  cared  for  of  vour  Excelly 
&  Honours  which  Imboldens  us  to  pray  to  you  for  yo'"  further 
care. 

We  look  ui:)on  ourselves  on-^  of  the  most  Exposed  places  in 
these  parts  la  as  much  as  the  desent  from  Crown  Point  by  the 
•way  of  Otter  Creek  &  down  west  River  (out  of  the  way  of 
our  Forts  at  Lake  George  &c)  Is  as  Easey  by  West  River  to 
us  as  by  Black  River  to  Charles  town  the  uppermost  Settle- 
ment on  Connecticut  River. 

It  is  Evident  from  tlie  Numerous  attacks  made  on  this  place 
at  the  close  of  the  last  Warr,  and  their  Repeated  strokes  on  us 
the  last  Summer  that  we  are  a  people  much  Exposed  &  Stand 
in  as  special  need  of  your  Protection  as  anv  Place  what  so 
ever,  and  without  it  we  cannot  long  continue  here. 

I  have  Compleated  the  best  fortification  in  these  parts  as 
will  be  allowed  by  any  who  have  seen  it.  It  appears  hard  to 
give  it  up  to  his  Majestys  Enemies,  Never  the  less  I  must  be 
obliged  to  Resign  it  with  out  your  assistance  In  the  Protection 
of  it. 

We  are  in  Constant  fear  of  an  Enemy  desending  upon  us 
since  the  forces  are  drawn  off'  in  a  great  measure  from  Lake 
George  In  as  much  as  those  Forts  maintain'd  there  stand  not 
in  the  Way  of  the  Enemies  usuall  Desent  upon  these  frontiers. 
We  therefore  Intreat  you  will  afford  us  a  speedy  &  Steady 
Protection  ^  we  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

Ebexez'  Hinsdale, 

In  y*  name  of  y*  rest. 
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In  Council  Jany  2'*  1756, 

Read  S:  recommended  &  ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  xlon'"  As- 
sembly 

Theod'  Atkinson,  Secry. 


Petition  of  Daniel  Jones  of  Hinsdale  for  remission  of 

taxes. 
To  his  Excellency  Benninj]:  Wentworth  Esq.  Captain  Gener- 
all  and  Governor  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  and  to  the  Honorable  his  Majestys 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  .in  Generall  Court 
Assembled,  June  ^5'"  1766. 

The  petition  of  Daniel  Jones  of  Hinsdale  within  said  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  in  Behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tjiat 
part  of  Hinsdale  which  lieth  within  The  province  of  New 
Hampshire  aforesaid,  Humbly  shews  That  by  his  :Majestys 
Order  in  Council  of  July  20=''  1764  Connecticut  River  is  the 
Dividing  Line  IJetween"  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  & 
New  York  Bv  which  settlements  Near  one  half  of  y"  Poles 
and  Rateable' Estate  wltliln  the  Town  of  Hinsriale  are  taken' 
into  the  Province  of  New  York.  By  which  means  the  Inhab- 
itantsof  that  part  of  said  Hinsdale  which  lieth  within  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  have  been  obliged  to  pay  for  y  year  past 
towards  the  province  tax  that  whole  sum  of  money  or  proportion 
of  the  province  tax  that  used  to  be  Laid  on  the  Inhabitants  & 
Rateable  Estate  of  y-  Town  of  Hinsdale  on  Both  sides  of 
Connecticut  River.  Your  Petitioner  therefore  in  Behalf  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  y'^  town  of  Hinsdale  within  said  Province 
of  N.  Hampshire  Humbly  prays  your  Excellency  and  Honors- 
woud  remit  to  sa'd  Inhabitants' that  part  of  the  Province  tax 
that  would  have  been  laid  on  y'  Inhabitants  of  Hinsdale  on  the 
Western  side  of  Connecticut  River  had  they  have  remained  to 
Y  Province  of  New  Hainpsliire  for  y '  year  past  &  also  to 
assess  them  for  the  Future  in  the  same  proportion  with  other 
Towns  within  said  Province  all  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Dan''  Jones. 

June  5"'  1766. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire, 
In  Council  4''^  July  1766, 

Read  ii  Ordered"  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Honi^i^  house. 
T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 


At  a  Lesjall  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hinsdale  held 
at  Hinsdale  on  y'  30'  day  of  October  1765,  Voted,  that  Duniel  Jones 
Esq.  Messrs  Thomas  Taylor  &  Daniel  Shattuck  the  Selectmen  ot  said 
Town  of  Hinsdale  or  Either  of  them  is  hereby  appointed  and  desired  to- 
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prefer  a  petition  to  the  Generall  Court  for  the  province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire desireing  an  abatement  of  the  province  Tax  for  the  present  Year 
and  for  th..-  Future  as  a  Considerable  part  of  said  Town  of  Hinsdale 
that  used  to  be  Taxed  for  the  support  of  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire is  Now  within  the  province  of  New  York 


The  above  is  a  True  Coppy  of  Record  Extracted  from  the  Records  of 
the  Towh  of  Hinsdale  within  the  province  of  New  Hampshire. 

Pr.  Dan'  Jones  Town  Clerk,  for  said  Hinsdale. 
Deceni"  9""  1767. 


JTEW  KAMPSTIIRK 


JF^rovinee  rate  for  the  ta-xn  of  Hinsdale^    1764,.  htcluding. 
PoliSy  Real  estate  d-  Persona}  estate. 

fThe  sum  totaf  of  each  only  is  carried  out.     Ed,] 


Names. 

;     £. 

,    S. 

!    d- 

Or- 

Thomas  Holton 

K> 

3 

>      3 

William  Orvis 

H 

I 

Eleazer  Paterson 

II 

10 

3 

Samuel  Stratton 

t 

3 

6 

3 

Joseph  Stebbins 

I 

7 

8 

2 

Jacob  Elmer 

4 

7 

3 

Jonathan  Hunt 

I 

4 

10 

a 

Capt.  Orlando  Bridgman 

13 

I 

Orlanri*  Bridgman,  jr. 

i       3 

9 

I 

John  Biidgman 

\z 

7 

Amos  Tute 

14 

6 

3 

Daniel  Sargeant 

8 

9 

3 

Rufu.s  Sargeant 

8 

6 

3 

Isaac  Barret 

IS 

I 

Capt.  Nathan  Willard 

I 

2 

9 

VVd.  Lois  Butler 

3 

4 

a 

Moses  Rice 

3 

9 

I 

Benjamin  Barret 

9 

3 

Eenj  ^  Barret,  jun. 

S 

5 

Oliver  Barret 

5 

7 

3 

John  Bcirret 

4 

I 

Thomas  Rockwond 

3 

9 

I 

Daniel  Jones,  Esq'' 

I 

3 

Mrs.  Abigail  Hinsdale  alias  Hall 

IS 

3 

Daniel  Shattuck 

19 

5 

3 

Peter  Evans 

I 

9 

II 

3 

Aaron  Cooper 

12 

I 

3 

Ebenezer  Cooper 

6 

3 

Elijah  Cooper 

6 

3 

Col.  Wm.  Symms 

3 

II 

2 

En.  Thos.  Taylor 

I 

4 

Lt.  John  Evans 

I 

9 

3 

Hez^  Elmer 

iz 

10 

3 

Aaron  Wriglit 

7 

2 

3 

Moses  Belding 

12 

9 

Samuel  Orvis 

3 

7 

\Vm.  Orvis,  jun. 

3 

9 

I 

Sam'  Friswell 

I 

6 

Reuben  Friswell 

4 

4 

3 

Benj.  Emmons 

4 

I 

Josiah  Mirick 

6 

I 

Israel  Rowley 

3 

7 

Joseph  Prentice 

3 

7 

Zur.  Evans    ? 

3 

II 

3 

D'-  Sam'  Mattoon 

I 

John  Holton 

9 

Lt.  Jon»  Belding 

7 
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Province  rate  for  Hinsdale  {continued). 


Names. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Or- 

Lt.  Josh.  Lyman 

I 

9 

Simeon  Lyman 

I 

9 

Seth  Lymiin 

1 

9 

Giis.  Tho6.  Alexander 

I 

lO 

3 

Aaron  Buxt 

8 

3 

Sam'  Smith,  jun 

I 

6 

Elisha  Smith 

I 

o 
^ 

Reuben  Smith 

I 

Joseph  Stebbins 

3 

Zebadir.h  Stebbins 

3 

Josiali  Stebbins 

3 

Ebenezer  Stratton 

lO 

3 

Hezekiah  Stratton 

I 

3 

D"  Medad  Pomroy 

I 

D"  Bildad  Andrews 

I 

6 

David  Wright 

9 

Reuben  Wright 

9 

£:6 

This  Rate  of  the  Proviace  Tax  is  to  be  uaderitood  in  Sterling  or 
Lawful  money  of  great  Brittain,  made  by  us 

fohn  Evans  \ 

Wm-  Orvis  > assessors 

John  Bridgman  j 

Nov'  27,  1764. 

Province  of  New  Hamp*  May  zg'*"  1766. 

Then  Mr.  Amos  Tute  appeared  before  me  &  made  Oath  that  the 
within  is  a  true  coppy  of  an  assessment  made  for  the  Province  tax  tor 
y'  year  1764,  which  was  comniittt;d  to  him  as  constable  to  collect,  and 
it  is  y"  assessment  by  which  y*  Rate  was  collected. 

Dan'  Jones,  Jus.  Pacis. 


Report  of  Committee. 
We  find  by  Examining  into  the  state  of  Hinsdale  by  Reason  of  part 
of  said  Town  being  Taken  into  the  Government  of  New  York  there 
ought  to  be  Remitted  to  said  Hinsdale  the  sum  of  Two  pounds  six  Shil- 
lings Lawful!  money  and  the  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings 
New  Tenor  of  tlieir  Province  Tax  tor  the  year  1765,  &  the  sum  of  Two 
pounds  fourteen  shillings  ^  sixpence  Lawfull  money  &  the  sum  of 
Eleven  pounds  thirteen  shillings  ^  six  pence  New  Tenor  for  the  year 
1766;  also  the  sum  of  three  pounds  Fourteen  shillings  &  three  pence 
Lawfuil  money  for  the  year  1767.  And  beg  leave  to  Report  the  same 
accordingly 


?'i''''^°' .^PP^""  1  Committee 
John  (jiddinge      J 
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Names  of  Inhahitants  of  Hinsdale^  classed  according  to 
location.)  ivith  a7noii7it  of  tax. 


Names. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Qr- 

Thomas  Holton, 

10 

3 

2 

\Vm.  Orvis 

14 

I 

Eleaz'  Paterson 

ir 

10 

2 

Samuel  Stratton 

I 

3 

6 

2 

Joseph  Stebbins 

I 

7 

8 

2 

Jacob  Elmer 

4 

7 

3 

Jonatiian  Hunt 

I 

4 

10 

2 

Capt.  Orlando  Bridgrnan 

13 

I 

Orlando  Bridgman,  jr 

3 

9 

I 

John  Bridgrnan 

12 

7 

Amos  Ttite 

14 

6 

2 

Daniel  Sargeant 

8 

9 

2 

Rufus  Sargeant 

8 

6 

2 

Samuel  Orvis 

3 

7 

Wm.  Orvis,  jun 

3 

9 

I 

Samuel  Friswell 

I 

6 

Reuben  Friswell 

4 

4 

3 

Israel  Rowley 

!      3 

7 

£9     i     15 

I 

The  above  are  those  Persons  that  live  on  the  west  side  of  Connecti- 
cut River  within  the  Town  of  Hinsdale 


Names  of  those  ivko  oxvn  land  in  Hinsdale  on  the  West  side 
of  Connecticut  River.,  -who  dwell  in  other  Tovjns.^  for 
ivhich  thev  are  rated. 


Names. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Or- 

Doct.  Samuel  Mattoon 
John  Holton 
Lt.  John  Belding 
Aaron  Burt 
Eben''  Stratton 
Hezekiah  Stratton 
Doct.  Medad  Pomroj 
Doct.  Bildad  Andrews 

I 

7 
3 

I 

I 
I 

9 

3 
10 

3 
6 

2 

£0 

16 

7 

3 
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27ames  of  those  that  live  y'^  East  side  of  Connecticut  River 
i?i  Hinsdale. 


Names. 


Isaac  Barret 
Capt.  Nathan  Willard 
Wd.  Lois  Butler 
Closes  Rice 
Benja.  Barret 

Mrs.  Abigail  Hinsdale,  alias  Hall 
Daniel  Shattuck 
Peter  Evans 
Aaron  Cooper 
Eben""  Cooper 
Col.  Wm.  Svmmes 
En.  Thos.  Tajlor 
Elijah  Cooper 
Benj'  Barret,  jun 
Oliver  Barret 
John  Br.rret 
Thomas  Rnckwood 
Daniel  Jones,  Esq. 
I>t.   JohnEvans 
Hesekean  Elmore 
Aaron  Wright 
Ivloses  Belding 
Benj''  Emmons 
Josiah  Merrick 
Joseph  Prentice 
Zur  Evens 


£14 


3 
3 
9 

15 

19 

9 

12 

6 

3 

6 
5 
S 
4 
3 

9 
12 

7 
12 

4 
6 

3 

3 


3 
10 

2 

9 
I 
I 

7 
II 


Or. 


Deduct  one-thirc!  of  Lt.  John  Evans  Rate  &  one-third  of  Mrs.  Abi- 
gail Hall  Rate  for  Land  they  own  on  y«  West  side  of  y"  River,  it  being 
J4  „  II,  k  add  to  y-  West  side. 
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The  followin?  are  those  persons  that  live  out  of  tJie  Town  of  J^ins- 
dale  who  own  land  for  which  they  are  rated. 

Names  of  those  'jnho  own  Land  on  y"  East  side  who  live  in 
other  Towns. 


Names. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

Qi- 

Lt.  Joshua  Lvman 

9 

Simeon   Lvman 

9 

Seth  Lyman 

9    J 

Thomas  Alexander 

10 

z 

Aaron  Burt 

Samuel  Smith 

6 

Elisha  Smith 

3 

Reubep  Smith 

Joseph  Stebbins 

3 

2ebediah  Stebbins 

3 

David  Wright 

9 

Reuben  Wright 

9 

£o 

17 

10 

2 

An  Assessment  of  £;6  Sterling  the 
West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  paid 
&:  the  East  side 
8  :  S  1-2  Loss. 


£11  ,,  6,,  9„  ?. 
J4..i3»  I  V  ^ 


Vote  to  remit  Tax,  <£:c. 

Province  of      )  ~  i_        .>,      ^o  •     ^i      it  c  -n  *  f 

XT       II  ~     u-      y  Feb.  13-^  176S  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Hqw  Hampshire  J  "^       ' 

The  house  iiaving  taken  under  Consideration  the  Petition  of  Daniel 
Jones  in  behaif  of  the  Town  of  Hinsdale  in  this  Province  Representing- 
that  part  of  said  Town  by  his  Majesty  Late  order  had  fallen  into  the 
Province  of  New  York  &  thereby  near  half  of  the  Polls  .S:  Rateable 
Estate  of  said  Town  were  nov/  in  that  Province  by  which  the  whole  of 
the  Province  Tax  fell  upon  that  part  of  said  Town  which  remained  in 
this  Province  and  praying  that  so  much  of  the  said  Tax  might  be  Re- 
mitted as  would  have  been  paid  by  the  Poles  Si.  Estates  so  taken  otT 
from  .said  Town  and  appointed  a  Com'*^"  to  Examine  the  Atiair  find  that 
for  the  cause  aforesaid  there  ought  to  be  remitted  to  said  Town  the  sum 
of  two  pounds  six  shillings  Lawfull  m.oney  .Sc  thirteen  pounds  sixteen 
shillings,  New  Tenor  bills  of  Cred'  of  said  province  their  ProV^  Tax 
for  the  year  1765  the  sum  of  two  pounds  fourteen  shillings  &  six  pence 
Lawfull  money  the  sum  of  eleven  pounds  thirteen  shilb  six  pence  New 
Tenor  for  the  year  1766,  and  the  .->um  of  three  pounds  fourteen  shills^ 
three  pence  Lawful  money  for  the  year  1767  which  having  been  consid- 
ered therefore,   Voted, 

That  the  said  several  sums  be  allowed  remitted  &  discounted  with  the 
said  Town  of  Hinsdale  of  which  the Treasurerof  this  Province  is  to  take 
Due  Notice  &  settle  with  the  said  Town  accordingly  which  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  him  in  his  account  with  the  Province. 

And  further  as  it  appears  that  the  proportion  of  Rateable  Estate  & 
Polls  so  taken  off  from  said  Town  's  two  iiuhs  therefore   it  is    Consid- 
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cred  ^&  ordered  that , the  Treat^urer  in  issuing  his  future  warrants  -Obj 
serve  the  s:ime  Sc  conform  the  same  accordingly  till  a  new  Proportion 
shall  be  made. 

il.  Weare,  Clr. 

In  Council  Eodem  Die, 
^ead,*Si  Coacurr'd. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 

Assentedj  J.  WentworxH- 


Petition  for  a  new  Coujity. 
^5  Dec       Xo  His  Excelleucy  John  Wentworth   Esq.  Captain 
1767.  -General  tS:  Comcnuuder   in  Chief  in  and  over  His 

Majestvs  Province  of  New  Hampshire  &c.  and 
to  ti'iC  Honorable  His  Majestvs  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assenxbled 
on  the  ly  Day  of  Dec,  xVnno  Domini  J  767  ; 
Humblv  sl\e\vs  Josiah  Willai'd,  Benjamin  Bellows,  Daniel 
Jones,  Samuel  Chase  Agents  for  the  Tov/ns  of  Hinsdale,  Win- 
chester, Richmond,  Swanzey,  Chesterfield,  Westmoreland 
Keene,  Gilsum,  Moncidnock  X '  4,  N"  5  &  N-'  6,  Aiestead, 
Walpole,  Miu'low,  Charlestown.  New  Burnet,  Claremont^ 
Newport,  Cornish.  Croydon,  Plaintiekl,  Lebanon,  Hanover., 
Canaan,  Si  Lime  that  there  are  are  about  Eight  Hundred  Fam- 
ilies in  the  abovementioned,  Towns  between  the  height  of 
Land  and  Connecticut  River  in  said  Province  who  continually 
are  at  very  great  Expence  in  sending  their  Deeds  to  the  pub- 
lick  Records  for  said  Province,  Prosecuti'g  of  suits  at  Com- 
mon Law,  proving  of  wills  &:  settling  intestate  estates  and 
many  other  inconveniences  your  Petitioners  labour  under  by 
reason  of  their  being  so  for  distant  from  the  several  Courts  & 
Offices  proper  to  settle  the  same.  Your  Petitioners  therefore 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  Constituents  humbly  pray  that  the 
Western  part  of  said  Province  of  New  liampshire  adjoining 
to  Connecticut  Ri\er  may  be  erected  into  a  distinct  County 
with  such  Priviledges  &  Immunities  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  well  Regulating  of  the  same,  &  that  from  Connecticut 
River  the  bounds  of  said  County  may  be  extended  East  to  the 
Monadnock  mountains  &  from  y^'  Line  of  the  province  North 
as  far  as  the  North  Line  of  Lime  or  otherwise  as  your  Excel- 
lency &  Honors  shall  think  fit,  all  which  is  Humbly  submitted 

hy 

Josiah  Willard 
B.  Bellows 
Sam'  Chase 
Dan   Jones. 
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Petition  of  Doct.  yosiah  Potn  my  for  permission  to  inoculate 

for  small  fox. 
To  His   Excellency,  John  Wentworth   Esq.  Captain  Generall 

&  Governour  in  Chief  in  and  over   his  !Ma)estys  Province  of 

New  Hampshire  and  to  the  Honorable  his  Majestys  Council. 

The  petition  of  Josiah  Ponirov  of  Hatfield  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire,  Humbly  shews  and  gives  your  Excellency  and 
Honors  to  be  informed  that  your  Petitioner  is  about  to  remove 
to  Hinsdale  in  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire  with  a  view 
to  perform  the  Office  of  a  surgeon  and  Physician  in  its  sev- 
erall  Branches  and  since  Innoculation  for  the  small  pox  has 
been  practised  with  so  much  success  <Si:  with  such  advantage  to 
mankind,  your  petitioner  is  desirous  of  pursuing  that  Branch 
of  His  Profession  at  Hinsdale  aforesaid  provided  he  can  do  it 
under  the  protection  of  your  Excellency  &  Honors,  as  Hinsdale 
is  a  convenient  place  for  the  Purpose  ribove  mentioned  and  the 
Inhabitants  are  willing  to  have  it  pursued  Your  petitioner 
therefore  Humbly  prays  that  he  may  have  Liberty  granted  him 
by  your  Excellency  and  Honors  to  erect  a  Hospital  for  the 
purpose  of  Innoculation  under  such  restrictions  as  your  Excel- 
lency,^ &  Plonors  in  Great  Wisdom  shall  think  proper.  All 
which  is  humbly  submitted  by  your  Excellency  &  Honors  most 
Obe'  Humble  Serv 

Josiah  Pomroy. 

[No  date.] 


HOLDERNESS. 


[Holderness  was  first  granted  by  charter,  Oct.  lo,  1751,  to  John  Shep- 
ard  and  others.     Ed.] 

Petition   of  Samuel  Livertnore  for  tvjo  rights  of  Land. 
To  His  Excellency   John  Wentworth   Esquire  Captain  Gen- 
eral, Governour  and  Commander   in  Chief  in  and   over   his 
Majestys  Province  of  New  Hampshire  &c. 
The   petition   of  Samuel    Livermore   of  Portsmouth    in  the 
Province  aforesaid  Esq'  Humbly  sheweth.   That  in  and  by  His 
Majestys  Grant  or  Charter  of  New  Holderness   in  said   Prov- 
ince, There  was  given   and   Granted    unto  William   Cammell 
and  William   Garrow  each  of  them   a    Right  or   share  in  said 
Town   under   Certain   Conditions  in  said  Charter  Mentioned, 
which  Conditions  the  said  Cammell  and  Garrow  Have  Totally 
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NcEjIected  to  fulfill.  Whereby  They  have  Forfeited  their  said 
Rijjhts  or  shares  and  his  Majesty  is  become  Resiezed  thereof 

Your  Peutioner  Therefore  prays  your  Excellency  would 
grant  your  Petitioner  the  said  Two  Rights  or  shares  of  Land 
under  such  Conditions  &  Quit  Rents  to  His  Majesty  as  your 
Excellency  shall  think  fit. 

And  vour  Petitioner  as  he  is  in  Duty  bound  shall  Ever  Pray 
&c.        '  ,  ' 

Samuel  Livermore. 

Portsmouth  June  iS"'  1770. 


Depositioji  of  S.imusl  Eaton. 

The  Deposition  of  Samuel  Eaton  of  New  Holderne^s  who  Testifies 
&  Savi  that  he  had  Lived  in  New  Holderness  about  Five  years  and  has 
been  cwquainted  with  said  Town  ever  since  the  first  settlement  Thereof, 
and  that^William  Cainmel!  and  William  Garrow  both  being  Grantees 
in  said  Township  have  not  nor  either  of  them  Cultiva'"ed  any  land  in 
said  Town  nor  done  any  thint;  Towards  the  settlement  of  their  Rights 
Therein  or  any  part 'thereof  and  fuirher  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

Samuel  Eaton. 


Province  of       )       May  3o''-    1770.     The  said  Samuel  Eaton   person- 
New  Hampshire  )  ally  appeared  and  made  solemn  Oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  foregoing  Deposition,  Taken  In   perpetuam  Rei 
Memoriam  Before  us. 

John  Newmarch  )        Justices  of  the 
Reuben  Kidder    /peace,  unis  Qiiorum 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Vokes. 
The  Deposition  of  Thomas  Vokes  of  New  Holderness  who  Testifies 
and  says  that  he  has  Lived  at  said  New  Holderness  about  Three  vears, 
and  has  been  acquainted  with  said  Town  ever  since  the  first  settlement 
thereof  and  that  William  Cammell  &  William  Garrow  both  being 
grantees  in  said  township  have  not  nor  Either  of  them  cultivated  any 
land  in  said  Town  nor  done  anything  towards  the  settlement  of  Their 
Rights  Therein  or  any  part  Thereof,  and  Further  this  depo'  saith  not 

his 
Thomas  X  Vokes 
mark 
Test.     Rich'i  Cutts  Shannon. 


Province  of      ")^      May  3i"'-  1770.     The  Said  Thomas  Vokes   person- 
New  Hampshire  J  ally  appeared  and  made  Solemn  Oath  to  the  Truth 
of  the  foregoing  Deposition,  Taken  In   Perpetuam 
Rie  memoriam.     Before  us, 

John  Newmarch  1      Just  Peace 
H.  Wentworth     /  unis  Quoram 


396  J«EW  HAMT-SHIRK 

Petition  of  Proprietors  for  extension  of  their  grant. 
To  His  Excellency  John   Wentworth   Esq.    Captain    General 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  Majes- 
tys  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  In  Council 
The  Petition  of  Hercules  Mooney  and   divers  others,   Pro- 
prietors of  New  Holderness,  whose  names  are  hereunto  sub- 
scribed, Alost  humbly  shews: 

That  the  said  Proprietors  have  clear'd  much  land  in  the  said 
Township,  and  made  considerable  Improvement  there,  but 
have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  comply  strictly  with  the  Terms 
of  the  charter.  That  as  the  said  Proprietors  have  nothing 
more  at  Heart  than  to  compleat  the  settlement  of  said  Town, 
aad  ha,ve  alreadv  «;-ot  twentv  Families  thej'e  and  hope  soon  to 
see  it  in  a  flourisiiing'  Situation,  They  most  humbly  pray  your 
Excellency  (with  advice  of  His  !Majestys  Council)  That  such 
further  time  may  [be]  given  to  your  Petitioners  and  tiie  rest 
of  tiie  proprietors  to  compleat  the  said  settlement  as  to  you  in 
your  great  wisdom  shall  seem  meet.  And  your  Pet'^  as  in 
duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &:c. 

Hercules  Mooney  Jacob  Shepard 
John  Sheperd  Charles  Damford 
Thomas  Ellison  Charles  Eamford  Jr 
Archelaus  Miles  Francis  Drew- 
Andrew  Baker  Daniel  Evans 
WiUiam  M  Crillis 

Portsmouth  22'  Jan'y  1772. 


Petition  to  send  a  Representative. 
Province  of       ]  To  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq. 
New  Plampshire  \      Capt  General  Governour  &  Commander 
in  Chief  of  said  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire &c,  &c. 
The  petition  of  the  Subsciibers  being  Freeholders  &  Inhab- 
itants of  New  Holderness  in  the  County  of  Stratford   in  said 
province  of  New  Hampshire,  Humbly  sheweth  that  no   more 
than  four  of  the  towns  in  said  County  send  representatives  to 
the  General  Assembly  &  that  none  of  those  are  situated  in  the 
upper  part  of  said  County,  That  the  upper  part  of  said  County 
is  increasing  &  has  lat.ly  increased,  with   Surprising   rapidity 
&  that  the  Priviledge  of  sending  representatives  to  the  general 
assembly  always  has  been'oi:  is   Esteemed   a  great  incourage- 
ment  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  and  as  the  said  town 
of  New  Holderness  is  likely  to  become  the  most  considerable 
town  in  that  part  "of  said  county,  your  petitioners  humbly  pray 
the   said   priviledge   of  sending  a  representative  to  the   next 
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general  assembly,  mav  be  extended   to  them,   and   your   peti- 
tioner:) as  in  Duty  bound,  sliall  ever  pray  Sec. 
N-evv   Holderness^  January  31-'  1774. 

Bryan  Sweeney  Thomas  Shepard 

William  EUit  John  Shaw 

Charles  Cox,  Jr  Joseph  Hicks 

Will"^  Blair  Samuel  Gains 

John  B'.air  Charles  Cox 

William  Blair  Ji*  Charles  Cox  y'  3"* 

John  Heron  Joseph  Cox 

And'  Smyth  William  Cox 

Tho'  Vokes  Richard  Shepard 

William  Moor  Jacob  Shepard 

Sam'  V^'a'lis  John  Ennis 

Sani'  Livennore  Joseph  Shapard 

Sam.uel  Sheperd  William  Pipar 

Samuel  Currj  John  Shepard. 


HOLLIS. 


[This  town  ■was  originally  a  part  of  Dunstable,  being,  as  early  as 
1743  the  V.'est  Parish  of  that  town.  It  was  incorporated  3  April,  1746. 
Eo-J 

Petition  for  a  Committee  to  locate  the  fleeting-house. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.   Gov'  &'  The 

Hon''^''^  His  Majestys  Council  &  House  of  Representatives 

in  Gen-  Court  assembled  lic. 

The  petition  of  Stephen  Aims  of  Holies  in  Behalf  of  him- 
self and  Sundry  other  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town 
Humbly  sheweth  :  That  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Old 
Dunstable  were  by  the  Massachusetts  about  seven  years  ago 
Incorporated  into  a  parrish  taking  about  three  miles  more  east- 
ward th.an  their  town  line  now  Rtms : 

That  while  under  that  Incorporation  a  meeting  house  place 
was  agreed  on  justly  situated  as  was  then  apprehended  tho'  a 
meeting  house  was  not  then  Erected.  The  Settlement  being 
new  the  additional  Inhabitants  settled  as  near  that  place  for 
the  sake  of  being  in  the  middle  of  a  town  as  they  could  : 

That  by  the  late  Incorporations  here  about  three  miles  of 
the  East  end  of  the  Parish  is  taken  to  Dunstable  which  Brings 
the  East  line  of  Holies  within  one  mile  &  an  half  of  where 
the  meeting  house  place  was  agreed  to  as  afores- 

That  the  west  line  of  the  town  is  near  upon  Five  miles  to 
the  West  of  s-  Place  and  some  Inhabitants  alreadv  settled   to 
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the  Out  Side  :  And  agreat  deal  of  Land  there  good  for  settle- 
ments that  cannot  be  accnniodated  else  where  which  as  we 
apprehend  Renders  th.at  place  very  unequall  &  unjust,  Not- 
withstanding there  is  at  present  the  major  part  of  y"  Inhab- 
itants accomodated  to  that  place,  there  setling  there  occasioned 
by  the  apprehension  of  it  being  the  middle  of  the  town  (tho 
Nothing  in  proportion  to  the  selleable  Land  else  where,  who 
have  voted  that  same  place  again  for  that  use  and  have  agreed 
to  Raise  a  meeting  house  there  next  Wednesday  that  some  of 
us  your  Peti''=  with  some  Others  since  in  the  whole  applyed 
to  the  select'^  for  a  meeting  Further  to  knovv^  the  minds  of 'the 
town  and  to  Consider  of  the  unreasonableness  of  its  being  sett 
in  that  place,  but  the  Laws  of  this  Province  Requiring  thirtv 
Subscribers  (our  town  Consisting  of  but  about  fifty  might 
well  be  expected  Impracticable)  was  refused  and  should  the 
meeting  House  be  ,now  Raised  and  finished  it  would  be  very 
unequall  much  Discourage  the  settlement  of  the  west  part  and 
as  soon  as  any  considerable  number  more  is  settled  must  be 
pulled  Down.  Many  Changes  in  Hyways  and  we  be  Loaded 
with  great  Charge  as  well  as  leave  Room  fc  r  much  Contention, 
and  disturbance. 

V\  herefore  your  Pete'-'  most  humbly  prav  that  your  Excel- 
lency &  Hon  --  wouul  consider  of  the  premises,  and  appoint 
a  Committee  alt  the  charge  of  tliis  town  or  as  vour  Excellency 
&  Hon"  shall  order  to  view  our  situation  and  circumstances, 
and  to  order  where  the  Said  House  shall  be  Erected  and  in  y^ 
mean  time  to  Direct  that  the  Raising  y "  House  now  Framed 
may  be  deffered  till  that  can  be  done  &  your  Peti'"  as  in  Duty 
Bound  shall  prav. 

Stephen  Ames. 
In  Council  read  »ls:c. 

recommendtd  Aug.  y"  ii.  1746. 

R.  Wibird,  pro  Sec' 
Province  of  1       Wee  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  the   town  of  Hoi- 
New  Hamp'' /  les  do  hereby  desire  lV  Impowcr  Stephen  Aims  in  our 
names  <S:  behalf  to  peti-    the  gov-    &   Council  or  whole- 
Gen''  Court  of  the  proviace  of  Nevv  llamp'   Jsc   Represent  our  circum- 
stances in  erecting  a  meeting  Hou^e  in  s'  Town  in  a  place  we  appre- 
hend unreasonable  ^;  pray  for  Relief  in  the  Premises. 
Dated  at  Holies  y  $'■'  of  August  1746. 
Joseph  M  Daniell  Jasher  Wyman 

Stephen  Ames  Isaac  Farran 

William  .\dmes  Jonathan  Melven 

Sam'  Parker  John  Melven 

Moses  Proctor  James  M  Daniell 

James  Whiting  Randel  MDaniell 

Samuell  Douglass 
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Petition  of  Samuel  CiDnings  for  protection  against  the 
Indians. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning-   Wentworth    Esq.  Capt  General, 
Goveriiour  and  Commander  in  cheif  in  &  over  His  Majes- 
t\-s  Province  of"  New  Hampshire,  The   Hou'^  His  Majest}  s 
Council  &  House   of  Representatives    for   said   Province  in 
General  Assembly  Convened  the  3'  Day  of  April  1747 
The   Humble  Petition  of   Samuel   Cummings  of  Hollis  in 
said   Province    yeoman   in  behalf   the  said   Town  of   Hollis, 
Shews,  That  the  said  Town  is  a  Froittier  Town  &  much  Ex- 
posed to  Danger  from  the  Indian  enemy  and    the   number  of 
Efiective  men  belonging  to   the  same  not  exceeding  fifty  who 
have  all   or  most  01  tnem  families   to   take   care   of  i:    being 
mostlv  new  Setlers  have  much  Labour  on   their  hands  to  sub- 
due &  cultivate  their  Lands  &c  ;    That  their  situation  is   such 
that'they  dare  not  venture   to  work  without  a  guard  &  their 
work  so  great  &  disproportion'd  to  their  strength  Especially 
Including   their  necessary  care  of   Defending  themselves  that 
thev  are  unable  to  perform  it  without  assistance  which  if  they 
cannot  have  they  must   unavoidably  neglect   their   Husbandry 
&  spend  their  time   in  watching  &   warding   &   in   that  case 
many  of  their  families  must  surfer  for  want  of  necessaries  of 
Life  ; 

That  thev  are  apprehensive  of  the  Great  charge  the  Gov- 
ernment is  now  at  ^  tnat  the  case  of  the  said  Town  is  doubt- 
less the  case  of  other  Places  in  this  Regard  &  therefore  would 
desire  nothing  more  than  appears  to  them  to  be  absolutely 
necessar}'  which  is.  and  for  which  they  Humbly  Pray  that 
they  mav  be  allow'd  a  scout  of  ten  or  a  dozen  men  for  the  En- 
suing season  till  the  Danger  of  the  summer  &  fall  of  the  year 
is  over  it  the  harvest  past  wlio  may  be  a  guard  to  the  People 
of  the  Town  while  &  where  they  may  have  occasion  of  work- 
ing in  places  of  Danger  or  to  be  otherways  Imploy'd  for  the 
safety  of  the  People  as  the  commanding  oflficer  or  Officers  of 
the  Town  should  Direct  an  1  your  petitioner  shall  as  in  duty 
bound  in  behalf  of  his  constituents  ever  pray 

Sam''  Cummings 


Province  of     1  In  the  House  of  Representatives  14"" 

New  HatTip-~hire  /      May   1747. 

Voted,  That  in  answer  to  the  annexed  Petition  the  whole  of  the 
Lands  in  s-i  Town  of  Holies  be  taxed  annually  for  four  years  next  en- 
suing two  Pence  p"  acre  to  be  apply'dfor  the  support  of  the  ministry  & 
finishing  y  meeting  House  bi.  that  they  be  enabled  to  collect  y"  same 
and  that't'hey  have  Liberty  to  bring  a  Bill  accordingly 

D.  Peirce,  Clr. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  iS""  Mav  1747 

It  is  farther  Voted,  That  y  Inhabitants  of  s'  Holies  make  it  appear 
by  an  account  to  be  render'd  annually  to  j«  Gen'  Assembly  that  the 
money  has  been  apply'd  for  y'  uses  abovesaid  on  pain  of  refunding  y* 
same 


In  council  Eod'^  Die, 
read  &  concurrd, 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secry 
Eod"  Die 

Assented  tc 


D.  Pierce,  CIr. 


Bi  W£"NTWORTH. 


Petition  for  a  Tax  on  non-residents'  lands. 
Province  of       ]  To    His   Excellency  Benning   VVentwortli" 
New  Hampshire)       Esq.    Gov'    <S:c.  '  The    Hon^"'^   his   Maj* 
Council    h    House   of   Represent'"    in' 

Gen^'  Assembly  Convened  March  3i"'  1747. 

The  petition  of  Sam'  Cumings  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Holies  Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  the  s^  Town  has  Lately  settled  a  minister  and  are  now 
a  building  a  meeting  House  for  the  publick  worship  of  God' 
tliere  ; 

That  the  Setlers  of  s'-  Town  has  but  Lately  entered  thereon 
and  altho  a  considerable  progress  In  agriculture  has  been 
made  (the  only  way  we  have  for  our  support)  yet  iind  these 
Charges  very  burthensome  ; 

That  a  Considerable  part  of  the  best  Lands  in  s**  Town  be- 
long to  nonresident  prop''"  who  make  no  Improvement; 

That  by  the  arduous  begining  the  settlement  &  heavy 
charges  by  us  already  paid  has  greatly  advanced  their  Lands, 
&  they  are  still  rising  in  Value,  Equal  as  the  Resident  prop'' 
tho  the  charges  hitherto  and  for  the  future  must  Lye  on  y® 
Setlers  only  unless  we  obtain  the  assistance  of  this  Hon"'° 
Court ; 

Wherefore  your  Pef  most  humbly  Prays  that  y"  Excellency 
and  Hon'^  would  take  the  premises  into  your  consideration- 
and  grant  the  Whole  of  the  Lands  in  s''  township  may  be 
taxed  annually  for  five  years  next  cuming  two  pence  new  ten- 
ner p  acre  to  be  apply'd  for  the  support  of  the  minister  &  fin- 
ishing y"  meeting  house  and  by  Law  enabling  us  to  collect  the 
same,  &  y'  Pet'"  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  pray  &c. 

Samuell  Cumings. 


In  Council  April  i"  1747. 

read  i  Sent  Down  to  the  Hon*"'"  Hoase 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secry. 
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Prov.  of  Nov.- 1  In  tl;e  II()i:?.c  of  Representatives 
Hampshire  J  April  i  ■  1747. 
Voted,  That  _\  '  Petitioner  be  heard  on  his  Petition  y'  tliird  Day  of  y* 
settln;:j  of  y=  Gen  Assembly  after  y"  tirst  monday  in  May  next  and  that 
y  Petitioner  at  h!>  own  proper  cost  advertise  y  piiblick  two  or  three 
weeks  Successively  between  this  day  a:  y  aforesaid  third  Day  of  y  set- 
ting of  y  Gen'  A-^senibly  in  one  of  y  publick  News  papers  of  y  mat- 
ter of  y  praver  of  this  Petition  that  every  one  mav  have  opportunity 
to  Shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  y  Prayer  of  s '  Petition  should 
not  be  granted. 


In  Council  April  2'  1747. 
Read  tSc  Concurr'd. 

Sam'  Solly  Pro  Sec'y 

Eodeni  Die,  Con.sented  to 


D.  Peirce,  Clr. 


B.  Wentwokth. 


Petition  for  dividing  the  Pi'ovince  into  tii'o   Counties. 
To  His   Excellency  Beniiing-  Wentworth   Esq.  Gov'  &c,    The 

Hon  ■'"  His   ^Slajestys  Councill  &  House   of  Representatives 

in   Geneiall  Assembly  Convened  at  Ports"  '  y    9"     of  April 

^754- 

Wee  the  Subscribers,  Inliabitants  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hamp'  on  the  Western  side  of  Merrimack  River,  Would 
Humblv  Remonstrate  :  That  the  Extent  of  tlie  settlement  of 
this  Province  is  upwards  of  One  Hundred  miles  westward 
from  Portsniotith  the  Place  where  all  the  Courts  are  held. 
That  the  Difriculties  of  travill  and  Expence  to  and  from  Ports- 
mouth on  all  County  Emergencies  Lays  the  western  Inhab- 
itants under  Insuperable  Disadvantage,  and  Occasions  Great 
Delay  to  the  Parties  &  Jurors  who  necessarily  attend  the  courts 
of  Judicature  and  tends  Greatly  to  the  Impoverishment  of  the 
Province  :  That  we  Iltniiblv  apprehend  these  Grievances  might 
"be  in  some  good  measure  Redressed  by  Dividing  the  Province 
into  two  Countys.  which  also  would  be  a  means  of  a  great  In- 
crease of  Inhabitants  lC  Improvements  on  the  Western 
parts  of  this  Government.  Wherefore  we  humbly  pray  that 
your  Excellencv  &  Hon'''  wou'd  take  the  premises  into  Con- 
sideration and  Divide  the  Province  into  two  Countys  by 
such  Dividing  line  and  with  such  Powers  and  Authoritys 
as  in  your  wisdom  shall  be  Tho't  best  and  as  in  Duty  Bound 
shall  pray 

■John  Cumings  Ezekol  Jcwet 

Zeilekiali  Dniry  Niclaa  Freach 

W'iliiam  Sunbo  .  Daniel  Emer.^oa 

Zechriah  LawrLice  Francis  Worcestiir 

John  BnyntOQ  Josiah  Conant 

SacQuei  Jewet  Fra.ni;i8  y/c>iceBter,  Jr 

36 
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John  Hale 
Snni!  C  uraniings 
Niithl  Tov.nsend 
Kathl  Townsenil,  Jt 
Phiue'ns  i{anly 
Step  Jewt.'t 
Willi:im  Teniiey 
Bcijj.i.  Ab'uot 
Christopher  Lovejoy 
Jacob  i;ii\nch^.ri\ 
John  IJrown 
Francis  Phf-lps 
John  Boyiitjii,  Jr 
Samll  Farloy 
Jonatlian  Mclvin 
Peter  E'owers 
Saml  (JO'idhue. 
Eliaa  Sinitl: 
Sam!  Brovvu 
Tuo.T  Nevins 
Abraham  Leman 
Peter  Wheeler 
Benja  Bumih:ir(i,  Jr 
Enoch  Noyert 
Jonathan  Lovejoy 
Eihvard  Carter 
VV'hitcom  Powers 
Stephen  Aiines 


Stephen  Powers 
William  Adamcs 
WaUio  Emerson 
Abraham  Densmoor 
Sanil  Barret 
Benja  Blanchard 
Kathauiel  Blood 
Moser*  Smith 
Josiah  Brown 
Benja  Aston 
Thoa  A-^ten 
John  Asten 
Moses  Procter 
Sauiuell  Leinau 
Sanuioll  Ecnian,  Jr 
Stephen  Hazelton 
Thos  WouUey  (?) 
Thomas  Chamberlain 
Samuel  Bor^'e 
Peter  Wheler,  Jr 
Stephen  liairis 
Robt  Colbuni 
Jamea  ^Vheeler 
Jonathan  Taylor 
William  Colburn 
William  Colburn  Jr 
Dftvid  Nervinri 
John  Good'iue 


Pine  Hill  (a  part  of  Holiis)  Petition    relating  to  being  set 

off  from  Holiis. 
Mav  it   please  your  Excellency  ;    The    Honorar^le   Council   & 

House  of  Representatives  ; 

I  am  (leiir'c!  in  behalf  of  a  nu.rnber  of  people  at  one  Pine 
Hill  in  Dunstable,  to  be;^-  the  prayer  of  their  petitioa  may  be 
o-ranted  Relatincj  their  being  set  of  to  lioiles,  .'-c  that  Your 
Excellency  ^l'  Honors  niay  have  a  jtist  Idea  of  the  matter.  Rep- 
resent it  as  follows,  Viz  :  about  tlie  year  1747  a  Com'  ''  consist- 
ing- of  five  persons  \\ere  appointed  by  the  Gov"  c^c  (Two  ot 
which  beiong'd  to  Dunstable)  to  viev/  the  Lands  about  Merry 
mac  River,  to  see  in  what  manner  it  was  Best  to  Bound  them 
in  the  Incorporation,  &  when  they  v/ent  on  the  Business,  went 
no  Further 'westward  than  the  Oldi  Trnvn  of  Dunstable,  A 
com''-  i'rom.  Holies  came  down,  <i  Desird  the  com  '  would  go 
&  view  the  situation  of  Holies  &  Pine  Hill,  &  urg'd  it  hard, 
but  the  com'  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  go  any  fiuther  that 
way  (the  opposition  we  judge  was  made  by  Dunstable) 
whetb.er  to  Hinder  an  Impartial  survey  or  not,  we  dont  pretend 


to  say  :  bu 


die   conclusion  we   apprehend  were   greatly  in- 
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JLir'd  by  that  Com''"  Determinatioti,  suon  after  Dunstable  was 
Incorporated  they  s^ot  into  partys  about  settling  M''  Bird  Each 
Courted  Pine  Hiils  assistance,  promising  to  vote  them  off  to 
Holies  as  soon  as  the  matter  was  settled  ;  and  so  Pine  Plill  was 
fed  with  sugar  Plums  for  a  number  of  years  till  at  length  Dun- 
stable cast  off  the  mask  &  now  appears  in  their  True  Colours 
which  was  in  the  first  place  to  get  us  Joyn'd  &  Incorporated 
with  them  Tho'  much  to  our  disadvantage  &  Expectation  when 
we  settled  there  For  under  the  Government  of  the  Alassachu- 
sett  we  belonged  to  Holies,  &  in  consequence  of  which  we 
help'd  Build  a  large  meeting  house,  &  it  was  set  to  accommo- 
date us,  &  help't  to  settle  a  minister,  not  in  the  least  Duubtino- 
but  we  should  always  belong  their.  &  besides  well  knowing  we 
could  ne\'er  be  accommodated  by  being  Join'd  with  Dunsta^ble, 
but  not  withstanding  all  this  ;  we  were  put  to  Dunstable  bv  this 
comm.ittees  Determination,  (and  all  by  reason  we  humblv  con- 
ceive of  their  not  viewing  our  situation,)  we  have  ever' since 
attended  the  worship  of  God  at  Holies  ^t  paid  our  Taxes  to 
Ihe  minister  there.  Tiio  in  the  mean  time  we  have  ben  call'd 
upon  to  pay  ministerial  Rates  with  Dunstable  in  a  full  propor- 
tion with  the  rest  except  some  Trifling  Abatements  they 
made  us  in  order  to  keep  us  quiet. 

We  know  of  no  other  Real  Objection  that  Dnnst;ible  has  to 
our  going  off.  But  Reducing  them  to  too  small  a  number  to 
maintain  the  Gospel,  but  if  their  Inclinations  may  be  Judg'd 
by  their  practice,  it  cant  be  tho't  they  have  any  Inclinations  to 
settle  a  minister,  as  for  other  Taxes  we  shall  not  be  against 
doing  what  is  reasonable,  but  allowing  it  would  hurt  Dun- 
stable, that  ought  not  to  hurt  us,  who  when  we  settled  there 
never  Expected  to  have  any  Concerns  with  them  as  a  Town, 
That  for  Dunstable,  because  they  gaiii'd  us  in  the  Incorpora- 
tion (and  as  we  appreh.end  verry  unjustly)  now  to  hold  us  so 
much  to  our  prejudice,  v^-e  think  we  have  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint. Dunstable  as  it  lys  now  Co'.isists  of  about  o'.ie  hundred 
familys.  and  all  wo  ask  to  be  seto/f  isbut  about  Twelve.  That 
After  we  are  taken  they  v.-ili  be  more  in  number,  cV  better  able 
to  support  a  minister,  than  m;iny  To\vns  in  the  Govenmient, 
that  dos  it.  That  their  opposition  must  arise  from  some  other 
Qiiarter,  to  keep  us  as  v.diips  for  one  party  or  t'.ie  other  to 
Drive  oi!t  every  minister  that  comes  their,  for  they  are  ahvavs 
Divided  with  P..espect  to  these  things,  »N;  which  ever  side  we 
take  must  carry  the  day.  Ail  we  want  is,  that  the  case  may 
be  Impartially  c&nsidered.  &  beg  the  favour  that  a  committee 
may  lie  appointed  wiio  shall  go  up  cv:  view  the  places  in  their 
circuin.'^tances  that  a  Siiicere  representation  may  be  made. 

Sam'-  Hobart,  attorney. 
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HOPKINTON. 

[This  town,  originally  called  New  Hopkinton,  was  granted  by  Mas- 
sachusetts; it  wa.s  incorporated  January  11,  1765.  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  LSenning  Wentv,ort!i.     Ed.] 

Petitioi  of  Ncv:  Hopkinton  for  an  act  of  Incorpc,raiio?i. 
To    His   Excellency  Bcnniny  Wentvvorth  Esq.    Captain    Gen- 
eral Si  GoveruoLir  \n  Chiet,  in  anrl   over  his   .Maj^stvs    Prov- 
ince of  New    Hampshire   and   To    the    Hon'      his  Majestys 
Council  in  the  Province  aforesaid: 

The  humble  Petition  of  y''  Inhabitants  of  the  Place,  or 
Plantation  called  New  Hopkinton  in  the  Province  aforesaid, 
Wb'^sc  names  are  here  unto  Subscribed,  Shcwcth. 

That  whereas  your  humble  Petitioners  are  very  desirous  to 
have  Gospel  Order  &  a  Gospel  ?\[inister  reguhuly  settled  among 
us  8c  maintained:  &  to  have  5;roper  Orders  and  in  our  secular 
aflairs.  so  that,  we  may  live  and  act  in  all  our  aftairs  as  becomes 
a  Christian  oocietw  and  that  ever\-  one  among  us  may  be 
Obliged  to  bear  his  equal  part  according  to  his  Abilitv  of  v' 
charges  of  supporting  such  Regulations:  which  we  cannot  at- 
tain to  under  our  present  Circumstances  :  We  therefore  hum- 
bly prav  that  vour  E>:cellency  cC  your  Honors  V'.'ould  grant  us 
Relief  by  in  corporating  into  a  Township  that  Tract  of  Land 
commbnlv  known  by  y"  name  of  N  5  of  y"^  Line  of  Towns 
o-ranted,  &  laid  out  by  order  oi  the  General  Court  of  y*"  Prov- 
ince of  V  xiLassr.chusetts  Bay,  or  New  Hopkinton,  included 
within  the  following  bounds  viz.  Beginning  at  the  southeast- 
erly Corner  at  a  Norway  Pine  tree,  with  stones  about  it  spot- 
ted" on  tbur  sides  and  marked  on  the  Easterly  side  with  the 
Letter  R  and  oa  y  westerly  side  Avitli  _v  letter  H.  Then  run- 
ning- West,  five  degrees  south  six  miles,  to  a  Hemlock  tree 
with  stones  about  it,  spotted  on  four  sides  and  marked  on  v' 
Easterly  side  with  y  letter  H,  &  y'  Figuie  5  &  on  y' Westerly 
side  with  y  figure  6.  Then  running  North,  fourteen  Deg. 
West  six  miles,  to  a  white  Oak  tree  with  stones  about  it  spot- 
ted on  four  sides  &  marked  with,  y"  figure  6  on  }'  \\'esterly 
side  &  with  y  numeral  Letter  V  on  y '  Easterly  side  ;  Then 
runnino"  E:ist  five  1l)c%.  North,  three  miles,  to  a  stake  in  a 
Bocro"V  meadow  spotted  on  four  sides  and  stones  about  it :  Then 
running  North,  fom-tcen  deg.  West  about  130  njds  to  a  River 
on  which  Almsburv  men  built  a  saw  mdl,  to  a  heap  of  stones 
in  the  middle  of  the  River  a  little  way  below  the  said  Saw 
mill,  where  it  also  joins  to  the  southwesterly  Coiiier  of  Cou- 
toocook.  Then  running  east  fourteen  deg.  nortli  by  a  part  of 
Contoocook,  three  miles  to  a  stake  ik  stones,  y^  stake  spotted 
on  four  sides,  where    it  also  joins   to  y'  Northwesterly  Corner 
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of  Rumford  so  called.  Then  running  south  fourteen  Deg. 
East  by  Rutnfovd  about  Six  miles  &  three  quarters,  to  y'=  first 
mentioned  Bound  containing  about  36  square  miles  and  by  put- 
ting us  into  a  Regular  method  to  call  Town  meetings  legally  ; 
so  that  we  may  injoy  y-'  Powers  &  Priviledges  which  other 
Towns  in  this  Province  injoy.  For  wliich  goodness  your 
humble  Petitioners  for  your  Excellency,  &  Honours  as  in  Duty 
Bound  shall  ever  pray.  , 

Dated  at  New  Hopkihton,  October  27*"  1757. 

Samuel  Pudney  Joseph  Ordway 

loseph  Easinan  Matthew  Standle 

Aron  Kimball  Abraham  Colbe 

Joseph  Pudney  David  Woodwell 

Enoch  EasiFian  Thomas  Easman 

John  Putney  'Joseph  Easman,  Jr 

Daniel  Anis  (?)  John  Chadwick 

Caleb  Burhank  John  Ordway 

Peter  How  John  Eurbank 
Jonathan  How 


Petition  of  Nc-.v  HopkitUon  for  po-wer  to  lay  a  tax  on  4-5"" 

of  the  Land  &c  i']^']- 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentvvorth  Esq  Captain  General 
&  Governour  in  Chief,  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  ;  To  the  Plon^''^  his  Majestys  Council;  & 
To  the  Hon''  Representatives  of  the  several  Towns  in  this 
Province,  in  General  Court  assembled. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Place,  or 
Plantation  called  New  Hopkinton  in  the  Province  aforesaid, 
whose  Names  are  here  unto  subscribed,  sheweth  : 

That  whereas  your  humble  Petitioners  have  ventured  our 
Lives,  &  been  at  a  great  Expence  to  settle  cultivate  and  defend 
a  new  plantation  far  in  y  \Vilderness  &  much  Exposed  to  y* 
Indian  Salvages,  &  have  been  destitute  of  Town  &  Gospel 
Priviledges  hitherto  ;  and  when  at  any  Time  we  have  had  y* 
Gospel  preached  to  us  for  a  little  while  at  a  time,  it  has  been 
chiefly  at  our  own  Expense,  with  but  very  little  help  from  y"' 
Non-resident  Proprietors  ;  and  yet  y"  value  of  their  Land  is 
greatly  increased  by  our  living  here,  &  defending  it;  and  aty"" 
same  time,  y"  Burden,  Hazzard  and  charge  of  settling  a  New 
Plantation  Hei,  upon  us  chiefly  while  they  have  a  greater  share 
in  y  Benefit  than  in  the  cii'arge  of  said  settlement ;  which 
Things  we  think  to  be  something  hard,  but  are  not  able  to  re- 
dress, under  our  present  circumstances  ;  Therefore  being  En- 
couraged by  your  goodness  &  Paternal  care  Extend-ed  of  Late  to- 
other new  settlements  or  Plantations  we  hum.bly  ap[)ly  ourselves 
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to  your  Excellency,  &  your  Honours  praying- that  you  will  take 
our  case  into  vour  wise  Consideration  &  remedy  our  diiliculties 
by  iuipowcring  us  to  lay  a  Tax  upon  four  fifths  of  y'  Land  in 
our  begun  Plantation  (so  much  of  it  as  ought  to  be  taxed  to 
publick  charges)  of  three  pence  upon  an  Acre  ;  or  so  much  as 
you  in  vour  great  wisdom  shall  think  to  be  necessar}'  &  Suffi- 
cient to  defrav  v'  Charges  of  settling  &  maintaining  a  gospel 
minister,  building  a  House  for  y-  publick  Worship  of  God, 
&  other  necessary  incident  charges  (The  one  fifth  part  of 
said  Plantation  being  reserved  by  v'-  gentlemen  Purchasers  of 
John  Tufton  Tvlason  Esq.  free  from  charge  till  improved)  Also 
your  humble  Petitioners  pray  that  }our  Excellency  &  your 
Honours  would  provide  soine  Etlectual  Method  to  inable  us  to 
collect  y"  said  Tax  as  well  from  nonresident  Proprietors  who 
live  in  other  Provinces,  as  from  resident  Proprietors.  &  who 
live  "in  tiiis  Province:  For  which  Goodness,  your  humble  Peti- 
tioners for  vour  Excellency  Sc  your  Honours,  as  in  Duty  bound 
-shall  ever  prav. 

Dated  at  New  Hopkinton,  October  27'''  1757. 
Samuel  Pudney  Joseph  Orchvav 

Joseph  Eastman  Matthew  Standle 

Aron  Kiir.bal!  Abraham  Colbe 

Daniel  Ani>  David  Woodwell 

Jo-cph  Pudney  Tliomaft  Easman  ■ 

John  Putney  Joseph  Easman  Jr 

Enoch  Easman  John  Chadwick 

Caleb  P>urbank  John  Ordway 

Peter  Kow  John  Burbank. 

Jonathan  How 


Petition  relative  to  Province  Tax. 
To  the  great  General  Court  of  the   Province   of  New   Hamp- 
shire. 

We  whose  names  are  hereimto  Subscril)ed  Inliabitants  of 
New  Plopkinton  in  this  Province  humbly  inform  <i  repre- 
sent to  the  Hon"-  General  Courc  that  whereas  we  understand 
that  an  order  was  sent  here  sometime  last  summer  or  Fall,  for 
a  Province  Tax,  directed  to  the  selectmen  of  New  Hopkinton, 
and  was  carried  back  again  because  there  were  no  such  per- 
sons to  leave  it  with.  And  not  because  we  are  disobedient  to 
Authority  or  unwilling  to  do  our  Part  to  defray  the  Publick 
charges  of  the  Province. 

But  we  are  under  tvvo  difficulties  especially  :  One  is  with 
Respect  to  those  persons  who  are  settled  in  that  part  of  New 
Hopkinton  which  is  clairrred  by-  Bow  ;  For  an  account  was 
taken  of  their  Ootatcs  with   the    rest   within   New   Hopkinton 
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•claim,  pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  General  Court,  And  last 
year  the  Province  Tax  was'  proportioned  to  them  with  the  rest  of 
New  Hopkinton.  &  paid  by  all  together  and  that  in  season — 
and  they  are  willing  to  pay  so  still,  if  that  may  be  allowed,  & 
accepted  for  them  ;  &:  if  the  General  court  will  be  pleased  to 
join  them  wi-th  the  rest  of  New  Hopkinton,  iit  least  to  pay 
taxes  with  the  rest,  And  if  they  should  not  be  joined  with  the 
rest  to  pay  the  Province  tax,  we  humblv  conceive  that  the  sum 
required  of  us  would  be  a  hea\ier  burden  upon  the  rest  than 
Av^as  designed  by  the  court,  when  the  Ta\  for  New  Hopkinton 
was  assigned.  The  other  difficultv  is  our  want  of  power  to 
chuse  selectmen  to  assess.  &  a  collector  to  collect  the  Tax.  &. 
to  oblige  every  one  to  pay  their  respective  Parts  of  said  tax. 

If  the  Hon  "'  General  Court  will  be  pleased  to  take  these 
things  into  their  Consideration  and  to  applv  a  Remedy,  In  re- 
gard of  those  that  H\c  within  that  part  of  New  Hopkinton 
claimed  by  Bow.  either  bv  joining  them  with  the  rest,  so  that 
they  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  their  part  of  Taxes  as  well  as  the 
rest,  or  by  .Separatiiig  them  from  the  rest,  so  as  to  have  no 
concern  with  the  rest  about  paving  taxes  And  then  abating 
from  the  rest  so  much  of  the  tux  as  those  would  have  paid,  if 
they  had  all  paid  together,  as  they  did  last  year.  Also  if  the 
court  will  be  pleased  to  enable  us  to  assess  A:  collect  th,e  Tax 
either  by  appointing  ci:  impowering  selectmen.  ^;  a  collector 
or  giving  us  Power  to  chuse  them,  we  are  ready  to  pay  all  due 
obedience. 

And  if  the  Treasurer  sends  his  order  again  for  the  whole 
Tax  which  he  sent  for  last  summer  or  for  so  much  as  is  our 
due  to  pay  Exclusive  of  those  that  live  in  Bow  claim,  if  they 
should  be  separated  from  the  rest  in  regard  of  paving  Taxes 
we  will  pay  it  to  the  Treasurer  with  all  possible  speed. 

And  we  had  rather  pav  our  part  of  Taxes  Every  vear  yearly 
than  to  have  the  Taxes  of  several  \  ears  to  pav  at  once. 

The  names  of  those  Persons   tlie  account  of  v/hose    Estates 
\vas  taken  with  the  rest  t!io'  they  lived  or  owned  land  in  that 
part  of  New  Hopkinton  claimed  by  Bow,  are  as  follows. 
The  widow  Susanna  Kimball  William  Peters 

Abel  Kimball  Hezekiah  Fo>ter 

Timothy  Kimball  Jeremiah  Kimball,  Jr 

Timothy  Clement  Thoma>  Jewell 

Eliphalet  Colby  Reuben  Kimball 

Green  f'rench  Daniel  Watson 

John  Chadwick  Obadiah  Penry 

Abraham  Kimball  Joshua  Sailey 

Jeremiah  Kimball  John  Kimball 

James  Kimball  John  Jewell 

Moses  Straw  Parker  Flanders 

Jonathan  Straw  Isaac  Colbv  A: 

"John  Eastman     ~  '   Thomas  Hoit. 
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The  Reasons  why  an  acc<:)init  was  taken  of  the  Estates  ot 
those  that  iiveil  ur  ouiied  hiiul  in  that  part  of  New  Hopkin- 
ton  chiimed  by  Bow  are  as  Follows  : 

I'-  Because  the  order  sent  l)y  th.c  General  Court  for  taking 
account  of  Estates  was  left  by  the  Sherritf  that  brought  it, 
with  one  of  the  men  tb.at  lived  in  Lmjw  claimed. 

3''  Becai.iseone  of  the  men  that  were  impowercd  by  the  select- 
men  of    Boscawen   to    take  account    of  the    Estates    in    New 
Hopkinton  v/as  one  of  those  men. 
3'  Because  it  was  their  own  desire. 

4'*  Because  Canterbury  selectmen  who  took  account  of  Es- 
tates in  Rumford  extended  their  accounts  no  further  than  Rum- 
ford  Claim. 

We  are  your  Excellencys  <t  your  Ho;:ours'  Obedient  &  hum- 
ble Sepants. 

Joseph  Pudney  John  Burbank 

John  Putnev  '  Jacob  Straw 

Abraham  Colbe    ,  John  Blasdell 

Matthew  Standle'  Isaac  Chandler 

Enoch  Ea'^tman  '  Jeremiah  Kimball 

Peter  How  Wid.  Susanna  Kimball 

Jotharn  How  Joshui  Bayley 

John  Gage  Abel  Kimball 

Isaa<i  Gebr^e  Timothy  Kimball 

Thomas  Ea'stm.an  Mosjs  lllil 

Joseph  Eastman  John  Chadwick 

Caleb  Burbank  fames  Kimball 

David  Woodwell  Moses  Straw 

Zebediah  Watson  John  Easman. 

Ezekiel  Straw 
New  Hopkinton  April  30,  1763 

In  Council   June  3'^  1763. 

Read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  tlon''  ■  Assembly. 
T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 

Province  of  1  In  the  house  of  Representatives  June  S-'""  1763.  This 
New  tlampsh"  /      petition  beino:  read,  Voted, 

That  the  nraver  thereof  be  granted  so  far  as  that  the  petition'-  be  al- 
lowed to  Br'iniln  a  Bill  Impowering  them  to  collect  the  province  Tax 
cc  obligincc  those  persons  mentioned  as  claimed  by  Bow  to  pay  with 
them  tfll  there  shall  be  a  new  proportion  made  for  collecting  thereof. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

In  Council  June  S""  1763, 
Read  &  concurred. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry 
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Petition  for  power  to  sell  common  land. 
To   His    Excellencv   Benning    Wentworth   Esq.    Governor  & 
Commander   in    Chief    in  &:    of  His   Majestys    Province   of 
New  Hampshire,  The  Hon.  His   Alajestys  Council  <lt   Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  &  of  said  province  : 

The  petition  of  us  the  Subscribers.  Proprietors  &  Inhabit- 
ants of  New  Hopkinton  so  called  in  said  Province  Humbly 
Sheweth  : 

That  a  part  of  our  said  Township  is  covered  by  tlie  claims 
of  the  proprietors  of  Row,  That  several  of  our  said  Proprie- 
tors living  within  said  claim,  have  alreadv  purchased  of  said 
proprietors  of  Bow  their  claims  within  said  Cover,  that  we 
suppose  it  conmiuuicative  Justice  that  tlie  w!;ole  charge  of 
Purchasing  said  Land  as  also  the  Charge  of  law  suits  respect- 
ing and  relating  to  said  Lands  be  defreyed  by  our  said  pro- 
priety in  equal  shares  That  by  selling  so  much  of  our  common 
«&  undivided  Land  in  said  Town  would  be  easiest  to  us  for 
that  purpose,  That  we  suppose  ourselves  unable  Validly  so  to 
do,  and  therefore  prav  your  Excellency  &  Honours  to  favour 
&  enable  us  with  an  act  whereby  we  may  be  so  capacitated, 
or  such  other  act  or  acts  conducihle  to  said  end  as  your  Excel- 
lency ct  Honours  in  vour  great  Wisdom  shall  see  meet — And 
your  Petitioners  shall  as  in  Duty  boimd  ever  pray, 
Hopkinton  Feb'y  S,  1762. 
Matthew  Stanley  Joseph  Chandler 

Enoch  Easman  Peter  How- 

David  Woodwell  Jeremiah  Kimball 

Joseph  Easman  Obadiah  Parry 

Joseph  Putney  Timothy  Clement 

Ezekiel  Straw  John  Chadwick 

Jotham  How  Jonathan  Straw 

John  Biifbank  John  Easman 

Isaac  Chandler,  Jr.  Tim"  Kimball. 

New  Hopkinton.  February  S*-'  1762. 

In  Council  January  ig'''  I76;5, 

Read  ^:  Ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon"''-"  Assembly. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 
Province  of       1  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
New  Planipshire.  j      JanJ  19'"  1763. 
This  petition  bein;^  read,  Voted, 

That  the  petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  first  Wednesday  In  March 
next  if  the  General  Assembly  be  then  sitting  if  not  then  on  the  Sec- 
ond day  of  their  sitting  next  after,  &  that  they  cause  the  Substance  of 
this  petition  &  order  of  Court  thereon  to  be  inserted  three  weeks  suc- 
cessively In  one  of  the  Boston  news  papers,  i:  In  the  New  Hampsh'' 
Gazette,  that  any  persons  concerned  may  appear  and  shew  cause  it  any 
they  have  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 
In  Council  Eod"  Die, 
Read  &  Concurr'd, 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 
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Province  of  \  In  the  house  of  Representatives 
New  Hampsr  j      June  3 '  176V 
This  petition  beioLX  read,  \'oted, 

That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  &  that  the  petitioners   have   lib- 
erty to  bring  In  a  bill  accordingly. 

A.  Clarkson  Clerk. 
In  Council  Eodem  Die, 
Read  &  concurred. 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secy 


Petition  of  sin/dry  persons  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation. 
To  his  Excellency  Benning-  Wetitworth  Esq.  Captain  (jeneral 

and  Governour  in  chief  in  and   over  his   Majesty's   Province 

of  New  Hampshire  And   to  the   Honourable    his   IMajestys 

Council  for  thi.s  Province  : 

The  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Hopkinton  (so 
called)  including  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Bow  which 
covers  a  part  of  s;\id  New  Hopkinton  in  the  province  afore- 
said humbly  s/tcii'et/i  : 

Tiiat  whereas  your  humble  Petitioners  are  and  have  been 
ever  since  wc  nrst  began  to  settle  this  place,  under  great  In- 
conveniences and  DitHculties  for  want  of  To^vn  Powers  & 
Privileges  v,-hercby  the  settlcmeiit  of  this  Place  lias  been  much 
retarded  *S:  Vv'e  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and 
your  Honours  to  take  our  case  into  your  wise  consideration, 
and  to  In.corporate  into  a  Town,  with  the  Powers  and  Privi- 
ledges  of  other  Towns  in  this  province,  That  tract  of  Land 
which  was  granted  by  the  gentlemen  owners  of  the  Right  of 
John  Tufton  Mason  Esqr  to  Messrs.  Henry  Milieu,  Thomas 
Walker  &  Thomas  Millen,  and  their  associates,  commonly 
called  New  Hopkinton  ;  &  contained  within  the  same 
Bounds  Sc  Limits  ;  including  that  part  of  Bow  which  covers  a 
part  of  said  Tract  of  Land,  yet  not  affecting  anv  man's  Prop- 
erty. 

For  which  Goodness  yoiu-  humble  Petitioners  for  your  Ex- 
cellency and  your  Honours,  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Dated  at  New  riopkinton  aforesaid  this  fourth  dav  of  June, 
Anno  Domini  1764. 

Moses  Emerson  Pelatiah  Watson 
Ezra  Hoyt                                             .     Moses  Jewett 

Jonathan  Straw  William  Eastman 

Joseph  Judkins  Joseph  Pudney 

Roland  Judkins  Joseph  Eastman 

Hezekiah  Foster  Nathaniel  Clement 

Peter  Sargent  Caleb  Burbank 

Isaac  Colby  James  Kimball 

Benj**  Jewett  John  Chadwick 

John  Jewett  John  Gage 
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Jacob  Straw  John  Putney 
Joshua  Bavlev  Enocli  Eastman 
Joseph  Chandler  Abel  Kimball 
Benjamin  Merrill  Peter  How- 
Samuel   Kimball  Jotham  How 
IVIoses  Gould  Timothy  P^arnum 
Samuel  Putnev  Isaac  Chandler 
David  Woodwell  Ezekiel  Straw 
Mark  Jewett  Timothy  Kimball 
Abraham  Colbee  Abraham  Kmiball 
Moses  Hills  Richard  Mernll 
William  Peters  John  Eastman 
Matthew  Standle  Thomas  Easman 


Petition  for  Incorporation. 
To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth.  Esq  Captain  Gen- 
eral, and  Goveniour  in  chief  in  and  over  his  ^Slajesties  Prov- 
ince cf  Xew  Hampshire  ;  To  tlie  Honourable  his  Majesty's 
Council,  and  To  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  this  Provmce, 
in  General  Court  convened  : 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Hopkinton  (so 
called)  includin;z  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Bow  which 
covers  a  part  of^said  Xev\-  Honkinton,  in  the  Province  atorc- 
said.  humblv  sJ;c-vcih  : 

That  whereas  your  humble  Petitioners  are  about  to  present 
a  Petition  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour  &  to  the  Honour- 
able his  Majestv,s  Councifto  incorporate  into  a  Town,  with 
the  Powers  k  Privileges  of  other  Touns  in  the  Provirxe  that 
Tract  of  Land  commonly  called  New  Hopkinton  contamed 
within  the  same  Bounds  &  Limits  which  it  was  contained  in 
when  granted  by  the  gentlemen  owners  of  the  rights  ot  John 
Tufton"  Mason  "  Esqn,  to  ISIessrs  Henry  Millen.  Thomas 
Walker  &  Thomas  Millen  &  their  associates,  including^  that 
part  of  Bow  which  covers  a  part  of  said  New  Hopkinton. 
without  atfecting  any  man's  property:  We,  tliercfore,  your 
humble  Petitioners  pray  vour  Excellency  S:  your  Hononrsto 
annex  that  part  of  Bow  wiiich  covers  a  part  of  New  Hopkin- 
ton unto  the  said  New  Hopkinton.  or  that  Tract  of  Land  which 
commonly  is  known  by  that  name  in  such  a  manner  as  is 
above  expressed  (if  the're  be  need  of  the  Act  .V  Authority  of 
the  General  Court  in  the  case)  so  that  it  ma}-  be  corporated 
with  the  rest  into  a  Toun  ^if  his  Excellency  with  the_  Council 
should  see  cause  to  grant  our  Petition  for  a  Corporation)  that 
so  we  m.av  be  in  a  Capacity  to  raise,  assess  &  collect  Taxes  ; 
both  om-  part  of  the  Province  Tax,  &  also,  to  Detray-  neces- 
sary charcres.  among  ourselves  in  a  regular  &  etfectual  manner; 
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For  which  Goodness,  your  humble  petitioners,  for  your  Excel- 
lency &  your  Honours  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 
Dated  at  New  PTopkinton 
aforesaid,  this  fourth  Day  of 
June,  Ann:^  Domini  1764. 

Jo^^eph  Cf-.andler  Samuel  Putney 

John  Eastn.an  David  Woodwell 

Benianiin  Mr^rrill  Peter  Sarjjent 

Samuel  Kimball  Ber.j- Jewett 

Thomas  Ea^ma^  Mark  Jewett 

Moses  Goald  Abraham  Colbee 

Moses  Emerson  Moses  liills 

Ezra  Iloyt  William  Peters 

Jonathan  Straw  Matthew  Standie 

Joseph  Judkins  Joim  Putney 

Richard"  Judkins  Enoch  Eastman 

ilezekia'i  Foster  Abel  Kimball 

Moses  Jewett  Peter  How 

William  Eastman  Jotham   How 

Joseph.  Pudnev  Timothy  Farnum 

Joseph  Eastman      .  Isaac  Chandler 

Nathaniel  Clement  Ezekiel  Straw 

Caleb  Burbank  Timothy  Kimball 

James  Kimball  Abraham  Kimball 

John  Chadwick  Richard  Merrill 

John  Gage  Isaac  Colby 

facob  Straw  John  Jewett 

Joshua  Baviey  Pelatiah  Watson 

Prov.  of  New  Hanip'     In  Council,  Jan>'  S'''  1765, 

Read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon''''=  Assembly. 
Theo-  Atkinson  Jr.  Secy. 

Province  ot   I  j,^  .,_  jig^^g  ^f  Representatives.  Jany  g-'-'  1765, 
New  Hamp    i  '^ 

This  Petition  being  read. 

Voted,  That  the  Prayer  thereof  be   granted  &  that  the   Petitioners 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 
In  Council  eodem  die 

Read  6z  concurred  • 

Th"  Atkinson,  jun.  Secy 


Reasons  for  said  Petition. 

Reasons  humbly  to  urge  and  intreat  a  speedy  Proceedure  upon  the  pe- 
titions preferred  to  the  Honourable  General  Court  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
New  Hopkinton  without  the  formality  of  a  public  Notification. 

i^'  That  all  diuerences  between  Bow  Claimers  ii.  New  Hopkinton 
Proprietors,  or  Inhabitants  about  Property  are  adiusted  so  far  that  the 
claimers  of  that  Part  of  Bow  which  interferes  with  New  Hopkinton 
sell  or  settle  said  Land  without  opposition  or  Molestation,  The  Gentle- 
men who  purchased  M"  Masons  Patent  having  given  to  New  Hopkin- 
ton Proprietors  out  of  their  fifth  Part  of  said  New  Hopkinton,  acre  for 
acre  for  the  land  claimed    by  Bow  Proprietors  in  said  New. Hopkinton. 

2-  The  settlers  on  Bow  Claim  'n  said  New  Hopkinton  are  included  in 
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the  Petitions,  and  most  if  not  al!  of  them  have  si'^ned  them,  which 
shows  that  it  is  their  Desire  that  the  prayer  thereof  may  be  granted. 

3'1  Tlie  settlers  upon  Bow  claim  in  s'-l"  New  llopkinton  are  incorpo- 
rated with  it  bv  the  Di.strict  Act. 

4'*"  Some  uri^ent  circumstanres  seem  to  necessitate  a  speedy  Rem- 
edy, as 

(I-)  The  out-standing  Province  Tax  for  the  years  176^.  1703  cV  1764, 
for  which  the  Treasurer  says  he  must  soon  issue  Extents  unless  a  Rem- 
edy be  provided  and  <ome"  Favour  and  Indulgence  be  granted  to  the 
people  of  New  llopkinton  And  also  arrears  toward  the  support  of  the 
Gospel  in  said  New  llopkinton  both  together  amounting  to  more  than 
£3000  Old  Tenor,  which  if  required  all  of  it  to  be  paid  in  a  short  time 
in  this  time  of  Scarcity  of  Money  would  be  a  Burden  very  heavy  upon 
&  discouragingto  that  People  :  Therefore  a  speedy  Remedy  seems  neces- 
fcarv.  Butlf  it  be  delayed  for  a  formal  Notilication  i»  not  likely  to  be 
done  before  next  Mav  or  June. 

(2)  Tho'  an  Act  was  made,  more  than  a  year  ago  to  impower  the  In- 
habitants of  New  llopkinton  ^:c  to  assess  l\:  collect  the  Province  Tax, 
vet  thev  never  heard  of  the  said  Act;  and  consequently  could  not  act  in 
Conformity  to  it. 

(3)  The'said  Act  did  not  furnish  said  people  with  Power  to  raise,  as- 
sess and  collect  any  arrear  Tax  either  for  the  Province  or  to  support  of 
the  Gospel  or  anv'wav  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the  place; 

But  if  the  Hon"'  Court  tliink.  upon  the  whole,  that  the  Prayer  of  the 
Petitions  cannot  be  granted  without  a  formal,  publick,  Notification, 
They  are  humblv  intreated.  by  their  most  humble  and  Obedient  servant. 
in  Behalf  of  the  Petitioners 'to  Compassionate  the  ca-e  of  the  Petition- 
ers (who  dontat  presentknowof  their  impending  Ditnculties)  and  to  pro- 
vide a  speedv  P>.emeuy  for  them,  either  by  an  Act  in  addition  to  the  dis- 
trict Act  already  made,  or  any  otiier  way  that  they  shall  think  best,  so 
that  the  Inhabitants  may  be  invested  with  all  the  Powers  \:  Priviledges 
of  a  Town  ;  and  that  the  ofiicers  who  shall  be  chosen  in  said  district  to 
asse-'^s  5;  to  collect  necessary  Taxe>  there,  may  be  impowered  to  Exert 
&  Execute  their  respective  "offices  about  any  arrears  of  former  Taxes,  as 
well  as  about  future  Taxes. 

And  wliere  as  said  Inhabita:its  are  in  arrears  of  the  Province  Tax  for 
the  year  1762.  1763.  ^'^  1764  it  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  wise  consid- 
eration of  the  hoii''"  Court  whether  it  would  not  be  too  heavy  a  Burden 
upon  the  People  to  require  them  to  pay  it  all  inoneyear  or  in  twoyears, 
besides  the  proper  Taxes  of  those  yea"rs,  Or  whether  they^may  not  be 
indulged  now.  (seeing  they  had  not  Power  to  assess  and  Collect  those 
Taxes  in  the  dmes  when  thev  ought  to  have  been  assessed  >.^'  collected) 
so  far  as  to  assess  ,S:  collect"  the^  arrear  Tax  for  176^  with  the  Tax  for 
1765.  and  the  arrear  Ta^t  tor  1763  with  the  tax  for  1760,  and  the  arrear 
tax  for  1764  with  the  tax  for  1767  so  that  they  may  have  no  more  than 
two  years  Province  Tax,  to  pav  in  a  year  tilf  tiiose  arrears  shall  be  fully 
paid"&  that  orders  mav  be  given  to  the  Province  Treasurer  accordingly  : 
It  ib  also  luimbiv  requested  that  if  the  District  act  should  be  enforced 
by  an  additional  act.  The  Regulation  made  thereby  may  continue  in 
Force  till  the  General  Assembly  siiall  order  otherwise. 

Also,  it  is  humbly  reque-ted  "(,Becau.-e  .-^undry  of  the  Menm.entioned 
in  the  District  Act,' as  Settlers  in  the  Township  of  Bow.  either  never 
lived  there  at  all,  but  only  had  Laiid  there  which  they  proposed  to  settle 
on,  5;  did  not  orel  =  e  removed  to  some  other  Place  since)  That  instead  of 
mentioning  those  Persons  bv  Name,  there  may  be  a  c!au-,e  which  shall 
include  alUhat  part  of  Bow'  which  covers  a  part  of  New  Hopkinton, 
with  al!  the  persons  who  do  now  or  shall  inhabit  the  same  during  the 
contini:ance  of  this  act. 
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Petition  for  a  tax  on  notT-residents. 
To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq.  Captain  General, 
and  Go\ernour  in  Chief  in,  and  over  his  Majestys  Province 
of  New  Hampshire,  To  the  honourable,  his  Majestys  Coun- 
cil And  to  the  honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  Province 
of  New  Hampshire,  \\\  General  Court  assembled. 
The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hopkinton  in  this  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  humbly  sheweth.  That  whereas  v.-e 
your  humble  Petitioners  have  been  at  great  cost  k.  charge  in 
Settling  a  New  Township,  and  settling  tiie  Gospel  and  main- 
taining it  among  us.  Paying  the  Arrears  of  the  Province  Tax 
for  three  vears  which  was  not  paid  in  pi'oper  season  because 
we  had  no  Power  during  that  time  to  assess  &  Collect  it  (pay- 
ing said  arrears  in  three  years  after  said  tax  ouglit  to  have  been 
paid  besides  the  proper  tax  of  those  years,  in  a  Time  of  great 
scarcity  of  money,  And  in  building  an  house  for  the  public 
worship  of  God.'with  but  a  very  little  Help  from  the  nonresi- 
dent Proprietors  &  owners  of  Land  in  the  Town)  beside  the 
additional  Difficulties  cV  Dangers  which  many  of  us  suffered 
by  living  iu  a  New  I'ownship  at  the  outside  of  all  the  Towns 
in  the  nrovince,  t"  the  Time  of  the  late  War  and  settling  a 
Gospef  Minister  in  t'aat  Time  ;  And  by  what  vv'e  have  done  & 
su:Te'red  in  t'-ie^e  Tiir.  .^s  the  Land  of  Noiire.^iflent  Proprietors 
and  owners,  v/h.ich  iics  in  the  Town  has  been  greatly  increased 
in  Value  with  very  little  if  any  Cost  to  them  ;  and  we  your 
humble  Petititione'rs  cannot  but  think  that  they  ought  in  Rea- 
son .Is:  Equitv  to  bear  part  of  the  charges  of  what  has  increased 
the  Value  oi  their  land  as  well  as  to  enjoy  the  Benefit.  We 
theretbre  ^our  humble  Petitio!:ers  humbly  and  earnestly  pray. 
That  you.r  Excellency  &  }-oar  Honours  would  take  our  ca.'^e 
into  v'our  v/ise  &  compassionate  Consideration  and  in  Order  to 
making  us  some  Relief  ii.:der  our  lieavy  Burdens  if  you  think 
proper" v.-ould  pass  an  act  to  lay  a  tax  of  one  Copper  (or  one 
half  pennv  stei'ling)  per  acre  or  so  much  a^  you  shall  think 
proper  upon  all  the  uncultivated  Land  in  this  town  belonging 
to  non  resideni"  proprietors  oc  Owners  for  the  space  ot  five 
years  or  so  long  as  vou  shall  think  proper.  Except  what  land 
in  the  Town  isOwned  by  the  Masonian  Proprietors  and  so  long 
as  it  is  owned  by  them  :'the  appropriated  Rights  for  the  Min- 
istry and  school  and  what  is  owned  by  the  minister  of  the 
Town. 

And  if  vou.r  ExceileriCv  and  VDur  rlonours  shall  be  pleased 
to  Grant  our  Petiti<ra  in  laving  a  Tax  upon  the  Land  aforesaid. 
We  Humbly  pray  also  that  you  would  make  Effectual  Pro- 
vision for  us  to  assess  said  tax  upon  &  to  collect  it  from  said 
non  resident  Proprietors  &  Owners  of  Land  in  the  said  town 
of  Hopkinton.      For  whicii  Goodness  your  humble  Petitioners 


TOWN"  PAPERS HOPKIN TON.  415 

for  vour  Excellency  &  your   Honours  as   in  Duty   bound  shrti! 
"Ever  pray. 

Dated  at  Hopkinton  Aforesaid 
October  r^  1/67. 

Voted,  That  Ens.  J()r.athan  Straw  prefer  this  Petitioa  to   the  Generiil 
Court. 

Names  of  the  Subscribers. 

Gideon  Gould  Tim'  Clement 

fiezekiah  Foster  James  Scales 

Abraham  Prown  Samuel  Putney 

Ruben  Kimball  John  Putney 

W"  Clements  Mark  Jewett 

Timothv  Farnham  Moses  Gould 

John  Giige  David  Eaton 

ifosenh  slandlv  Abnar  Gorden 

Stephen  Hovl'  Moses  Eastman 

Thomas  Cla'rk  Benj  ■  Rogers 

Moses  Hills  Aaron  Greeley 

Ezekiel  Stanley  ?  Jotham^  How 

Peter  Hort-                      .  Samuel  Hoyt 

John  Hill  Sam  Brackcnbury  . 

Moses  Smith  .  James  Smith 

Ezekiol  Straw  David  Ho  .v 

Jotham  How  Enoch  Ea.^tmrm 

Isaac  Colbv  Jeremy  French 

Moses  Straw  WilKam  Stevens 

I>aac  Chandler  Benj-.m-.in  Merrill 

Joseph  Chandler  James  Kimball 

Eliphalet  Colbv  Joseph  Putney 

JohnJewetJr'  John  Burbank 

Moses  Sawver  Moses  Jewett 

Tho^  Jewell  Abel  Kimball 

Joseoh  Judkins  Polard  Judkins 

Nathanael  Merrell  John  Elasdell 

Elias  Gould.  William  Davis 

Ricb.ard  Merrill  Jeremiah  Fowler 

William  Peters  Joseph  Eastman 

Beni.  VVio^,nn  Caleb  Burbank 

Tirnothv  Kimball  David  Woodwdl 

Green  French  John  Eastman 

Joshua  Bavlev  Tho>  Eastman 

Zebulon  Adams  Samuel  Stanley 

Nathaniel  Clement  Ezra  Hoyt. 
Voted.  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  Bring  in  a   Bill  for  Laying 
a  tax  of  one    half  peny  sterling  pr  acre  yearly  for  five  years  on   all  the 
Lands  of  Re.-,ic:ent  and  non  resident  Proprietors  except  that  part  which 
was  taken  otr'  from  the  town  of  Bow 

M.  Weare,  Clr. 

In  Council   March  lO''"*  1768 

The  above  Vote  of  the  House  read  cV  Concurred. 

Geo.  King,  Dep    Secry. 
Province  of      )       Febv  11"     1768.   In   the   house    of  Representatives 
New  HamT>oh:re  /  upon  'Readk-.g  thi^  Petition  voted  that  the  Petition- 
ers  cause  the  substance  of  this   Petition  to  be  printed 
in   the   New  Hamnshire   Gazette  as   soon   a<^  may   he  i:  to  continue  it 
there  for  three  weeks  •^uccesuvely  with  ncticc  that  .my  person  who  has 
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any  objection  aa^ainst  the  prayer  thereof  may  be  heard  thereon  on 
the  third  day  of  t'ne  setting  of  the  General  Assembly  next  after  the 
Tenth,  of  March  next 

M.  Weare,  Clr. 
In  Council  13'    Februarj,-  1768. 
Read  Si  Concurr'd. 

Geo?.  Kin^-  Dep.  Secy. 
Province  of   "I  In  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  March  15'-''  1768.    The 
New   Hamps'  j      within  Petition  being  Considered  and  t!ie  petitioners 
and  such  as  appeared  to  make  objections  heard  there- 
on, Voted, 


HUDSON — formerly  Nottingham  West. 

[Incorporated  5  July.  1746.  havin'jf  previous  to  1741  belonged  to 
Massachusetts.     Ed.] 

Petitioner::)  for  a  nciv  Parisli. 
To  His   Excellency    Ijcnning  Wentworth   Esq   Capt  General 

and  comandji"  in   cIiiLif  in  and   over  his  Majesties   Province 

of  New  Hampshire  in  Nev/  England, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  According-  to  vour  Excel- 
lencies direction,  I  hereby  signifie  to  your  Excellency  that  the 
whole  Number  of  Proprietors  and  Inhabitants  in  the  Towns 
of  Nottingham  and  Litchfield  within  the  Limits  we  petitioned 
for  are  forty  fi's.  e  ;  and  those  who  are  willing  and  desirous  to 
be  erected  iiito  a  Tov/nship  or  Parish  (according  to  your  Ex- 
cellencies pleasure)  have  hereunto  Set  their  r.ames. 

Nottingham.  Litchfield. 

John  Taylor  Nathaniel   Hills 

Elcazer  Cumings  Ebenezer  Spuulding 

Nathan  Cross  Daniel  Hills 

John  Mash  Joseph  Hills 

William  Cumings  Smith  Hills 

Roger  Chase  John  Hopkinson 

John  Robinson  Henry  Hills 

Edward  Spaulding  James  Hills 

James  Barret  Joseph  Pollard 

Moses  Barret  Joseph  Kedder 

John  Marshall  Joseph  Redder  Jr 

John  Parker  Robert  Mclven 

Josiah  Cumings  Nath    Hills,  Jr 

Benjamin  Greeley  .John  Huston 

Thomas  Mash  Ezekiel  Hills 

David  Lawrance  Henry -Hills,  Jr 

Stephen  Spaulding 
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•  If  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  erect  us  into  a  Town 
or  Parish  as^reable  to  our  Petition  you  will  exceedingly  oblige 
your  most  Dutifull  and  most  obedient  Petitioners 
Litchfield. 

[n  the  Name  of  some 
of  the  Proprietors 
&  Inhabitantsof  the 
Towns  of  Notting- 
ham &  Litchfield. 


Nath'  Hills  |  ^' 


Petitio}i  for  Toioi  privileges. 
p      ,    -v    TT     I  To  His   Excellency  Banning  Wentworth  Esq. 
■  ■*    "   j       Governour,  The  Hon''    liis  Majestys  Coun- 
cil &   House  of  Representatiyes  in   Gen^'  Court  Assembled 

at  Portsmouth  the  20  •  days  of  May  1743. 

The  Pcti  of  us  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  &  freeholders  of 
the  District  called  Nottingham  Humbly  sheweth  : 

That  in  the  year  173-.  Wee  were  on  application  made  to 
the  Gea  -  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  Proyince  sett  ofF  from 
the  town  of  Dunstable  a  Distinct  and  seperate  township  with 
the  Povyers  &  Priyelodges  of  a  Town  &  thereby  enjoyned  & 
Required  to  Procure  and  settle  a  Learned  orthodox  minister 
amongst  us  &  make  proyision  for  his  Comfortable  &  Hon'''' 
support,  which  in  the  year  L737  the  to\yn  udlhlled  but  so  it 
Happened  contrary  to  our  Knowledge  or  Expectation,  The 
Running  of  the  Line  Between  the  Goyernments  according  to 
his  Majestys  Late  Determination  has  taken  considerable  part 
of  our  Town  into  this  Proyince,  by  means  whereof,  we  are 
without  the  Power  to  manage  our  necessary  affairs  as  a  Body 
corporate  .i  more  especially  to  Raise  and  collect  money  for 
the  support  of  the  Rey  Nathaniel  Merrill  our  ^Minister,  ac- 
cording to  our  Contract  with  him  ; 

That  before  the  Running  of  the  line  assessments  was  made 
for  the  Alinisters  Rates  oSIany  Delinqiients  (on  the  Running 
the  line)  declared  against  paying,  and  continue  to  neglect  it, 
the  no  complaint  of  being  oyer  Rated. 

That  thereby  the  minister  has  suflered,  &  long  been  kept 
out  of  his  Just  Due. 

That  we  Haye  not  since  the  running  of  that  Line  been  able 
in  any  Equal  way  to  Raise  his  yearly  Sallery. 

That  so  much  of  our  Improyements  beiugleft  in  the  ]\Lnssa- 
chusetts  and  our  circumstances  so  Low  Renders  it  of  necessity 
for  all  the  Inhabitants  in  our  District  to  assist  in  payment,  or 
it  will  be  Impracticable   for.  us  to   Subsist  as  a   Society  and 
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many  difficult  circumstances  attending  these  things  presses  us 
Humbly  to  Supplicate,  and  In  as  much  as  this  lion '^  Court 
has  been  pleased  to  look  upon  us  as  Subjects  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  Taxing  us  to  the  Support  of  it,  which  we  Readily 
&  dutifully  comply  with,  we  doubt  not  but  Wee  shall  be 
owned  as  the  children  of  the  Same  &  obtain  the  Priviledges  & 
protection  other  Inhabitants  Enjoy  : 

Wherefore  we  most  Humbly  pray  your  Excellency  &  Hon" 
to  take  the  premises  into  v-nir  consideration  &:  Invest^  the  s'^ 
District  of  Nottingham  (that  is  to  say  that  part  of  Notting- 
ham that  Lves  in  die  province  of  New  Hampshire)  with  the 
Powers  &  priveledges  of  a  Town  &.  enable  us  to  Levy  &  collect 
the  former  Delinquent  Rates  or  make  some  speciall  Law  that 
shall  Relieve  us  in  the  Premises  as  in  your  great  Wisdom  shall 
be  tho'  best,  k  as  In  duty  bound  shall  pray. 

John  Bi-.tler  He^ekiah  Hamblet 

Henrv  Baldwin  Samuel  Grele 

Thornas  Colbiirn  William  Hamblet 

Joseph  Winn  Samuel  Grele 

Henrv  Baldwin  Jr  Zacheas  Woodwell 

Joseph  Hamblit  ,.  Sam  ■  Huston 

Tho=  Pollard  Joseph  Blod^et 

John  Pollard  Jonathan  Hardy 

Joseph  Biod^et  John  Ma.>h 

Geor^re  Burns  Ezekiel  Chase 

Joseph  Snow 


Petition  for  a  Parish. 
To  his  Excellency  Bening  Wintworth   Esq.  Captine  General 

&  commander  in  chief  in  &  over   iiis   Majesties  Province  of 

Nevv'  Plampshire  in  New  England. 

Your  Excellencv  witli  the  rest  of  the  Honourable  Court  may 
well  remember  that  we  your  humble  Petitioners  a  considerable 
time  since  put  in  a  petition  to  y''  General  Court  for  a  distinct 
tuwn  or  parish  which  the  Konourable  Conn  shall  judge  most 
convenient  (S;  we  still  remain  earnest  in  our  desires  that  s'  pe- 
tition may  have  a  hearing,  and  that  it  may  be  acted  upon  when 
your  Excellency  with  the  rest  of  the  Cou.rt  shall  think  con- 
venient, the  reasons  why  wee  desire  to  be  a  distinct  town  or 
parish  are  contained  in  our  former  Petition  : 

We  live  at  such  a  distance  from  our  respective  meetings, 
that  we  look'd  upon  it  that  we  were  obliged  to  maintain  y' 
Gospel  amongst  us,  which  we  liave  done-  for  almost  three 
years,  and  from  the  encouragement  that  we  had  from  time  to 
time  we  have  lived  in  hopes  that  we  should  be  freed  from  pay- 
ing taxes  elsewhere,  but  since  the  late  act  made  by  y^  Hon- 
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curable  Court  to  impower  certain  districts  to  raise  money  for 
y"^  support  of  y"'  ministry  &  other  charg-es  &  our  respective  dis- 
trict have  had  meetings,  &  have  raised  hirge  sums  of  money, 
not  only  for  y  present  year  but  for  several  years  past  as  ap- 
pears bv  their  votes.  And  we  look  upon  it  as  a  Great  hardship 
that   we   should    be  obliged   to   pav   s'   rate  for   three  reasons 

I  '^  ^\  e  live  at  such  a  distance  fromv  Places  of  Publick  wor- 
ship in  our  respective  districts,  that  we  cannot  attend  y""  worship 
of  God  with  our  Families  there. 

2''  We  have  had  a  minister  with  us  and  are  obliged  to  him 
for  so  much  money  from  day  to  day,  therefore  we  look  upon  it 
a  hardship  to  pay  taxes  elsewhere. 

3'^  And  there  are  some  of  us  that  have  moved  into  these  dis- 
tricts long  since  V  monev  was  due  that  they  now  rate  us  for, 
this  a^opears  to  be  a  hardship  to  such  ot  us. 

Therefore  we  vour  humble  petitioners  pray  that  vour  Excel- 
lency with  y  others  of  y  Honourable  Court  would  take  these 
reasons  into  vour  consideration,  &  free  us  from  these  heavy 
burthens  laid  upon  us,  we  have  many  of  us  borne  a  heavy 
burthen  for  a  long  time  &  we  fear  its  growing  hjavier  for  we 
find  none  amongst  us  in  our  respective  districts  that  will  move 
it  so  much  as  with  one  of  their  tingers.  Therefore  as  vou  arc 
our  Fath'jrs  we  himibly  applv  ourselves  to  you  for  relief.  &  if 
in  your  great  Wisdom  think  it  not  convenient  as  yet  to  erect  us 
into  a  town,  we  beg  that  we  may  be  aquited  from  paying  the 
taxes  that  are  served  upon  us.  &  that  we  may  have  the  Privi- 
ledges  of  other  Parishes  or  districts,  till  such  times  as  we  may  be 
further  answered  in  our  request  that  so  we  may  able  further 
to  maintain  y  Gospel  ainongst  us  ;  these  things  we  humbly  ask 
&  rest  your  humble  Petitioners. 

Dated  at  the  District  called  Nottingham 
September  y^  19''   1743. 

P.  S.  We  that  live  in  the  district  called  Litchfield  would  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency  that  at  y"  time  of  their  settling  a  min- 
ister in  this  district  that  we  entered  our  dissents  but  they  pro- 
seded  &  settled  a  minister  Contrary  to  our  opinion,  Sz  we  think 
it  a  hardsliip.  that  we  should  be  Obliged  to  pay  taxes  to  a  Min- 
ister that  is  settled  upon  such  a  foundation  that  he  is — which 
is  Presbvterianism.  This  is  Contrary  to  what  we  was  ever  ac- 
quainted with  contrary  to  our  opinion  in  matters  of  religion 
and  Contrary  to  our  minds  to  set  under  him  as  such. 
Joseph  Iviclder  William  Cumings 

Jo-iah  Cunings  Wiilium  Campbell 

Joseph  Kidder  Jr  Leonard  Cummings 

Robert  Dorah  Edward  Spalding 

Charles  Dorah  Ebenezer  Spalding 

George  Burroughs  Jr  Nathan  Cross 


430  N'EW  IIAMPSiriRi: 

Nathaniel  Hills  Robert  Molven 

John  MarsiKiil  Stephen  Spalding 

Jame-  Hi!!^  Josiah  Hurroughs 

Eleazer  Cunimings  James  Barret 

Roji'er  Chase  Moses  Barret 

John  Robinson  David  Lawrence 

William  Taylor  Nathaniel  Hills  Jr 

Henry  Hills  John  Bradbury 

•  Ezekiel  Hills  Bradbury  Morgan 

Joseph  Pollard  Josiah  Dutton 

Henry  Hills,  Jr  John  Huston 


Petition  of  selc.ct7neii   for  a  hcarhig. 
Prov.  of  )  To  His  Excellency  Bennins^  Wentworth  Esq.  Gov"" 
N.  Hamp  \      &c,   The  Hon  ■     his  Majestys  Councill  &  House 
of  Repref  ~  in  Gen^  Asseinbly  to  be  Convened 
The  S     of  March  1747- 

The  subscribers  selectmen  of  the  'J'own  of  Nottingham 
West,  would  most  humbly  represent  in  An.swer  to  the  Petition 
of  Josiah  Cumings  &  Others  Inhabitants  of  Nottingham  W'est 
afores-  On  the  2"  day  of  December  1747,  Prefered  to  this 
Hon'  ■  Court  praying.  That  they  might  be  Discharged  both 
poles  and  estates  from  paying  any  tiling  towards  the  Support 
of  the  Ministry  at  s'  Xottinghaui  so  long  as  they  attended  Else- 
where &c.     For  the  Reasons  therein  m::>atiTaed. 

That  notwithstanding  the  Order  of  the  Hon"'-  Court  for  a 
hearing  on  s'  Petition  had  fully  pass'd  on  y'  Eleventh  day  of 
'  Deceniber  last  past,  and  the  Hearing  on  s  Peti '  was  granted 
to  be  the  second  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  assembly  after  the 
tenth  day  of  Januarv  then  next  ensuing,  and  tlia*:  the  $■  Gen' 
Assembly  was  adjourned  unto  the  23  '  day  of  this  Instant  Feb- 
ruary to  "be  the  first  day  of  their  sitting  after  the  tenth  of  Jan- 
uarv afores'S  accordingly  the  24'''  of  this  same  February  had 
they  set  as  we  Expected  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  Hear- 
ing afores ' 

Yett  the  Peti''  (for  ends  to  us  unknown)  did  not  serve  the 
selectmen  or  either  of  them  with  a  Copy  of  the  s'  Peti  or  or- 
der of  Court  thereon  nor  any  other  ways  NotiHe  them  thereof 
untill  the  17'''  day  of  this  Instant  February  which  left  no  more 
than  si.x  davs  for  the  Selectmen  to  Assemble  Notitie  and  hold  a 
town  meeting  &  if  the  Town  should  think  fitt  to  make  answer 
&  Shew  Cause  iScc.  and  within  the  same  six  days  to  gett  to  Ports- 
mouth (Fiftv  miles  &  upwards)-  and  by  this  the  Neglect  of  the 
Peti' '  Rendered  it  Imposible  for  the  Town  wdiose  proper  Right 
we  conceive  it  was  to  make  answer  at  the  s'  Expected  time, 
But  we  the  select  have  proceeded  &  Notitied  a  meeting  of  the 
s**  town   to   be   held    at  Nottingiiani   on   the  7'-''  day   of  March 
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next;  To  see  if  the  town  will  Impower  an  ag'ent  to  answer  to 
the  s'  peti"'  if  there  should  then  be  occasion,  Since  wliich  we. 
are  Informed  tliat  the  s''  Court  is  adjourned  from  the  s  23  ■  day 
of  February  unto  the  Eighth  day  of  March  next  the  da\'  by  the 
aforesaid  order  of  Court  appointed  for  the  hearing  afores'^  And 
should  the  town  proceed  to  appoint  an  xVgent  to  make  Answer 
in  their  Behalf  vet  it  will  he  Impossible  for  them  at  this  diffi- 
cult season  in  one  night,  (the  only  time  we  have)  to  gett  to 
Portsm  aiul  attend  at  the  Hearing  afores''  Wherefore  wc  pray 
that  in  case  the  Peti  ~  should  pursue  their  Peti  •  for  a  hearing 
that  it  ni.i\-  be  continued  such  Reasonable  time  that  the  town 
of  Nottingham  may  appear,  if  they  shall  at  their  meeting  De- 
sire it  to  shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  the  Pet  should  not  be 
granted  cVc. 

Nottingham,  West,  February  29',  1747. 

JoH.\   ]Marsh  ~] 

Toifx  Marshall      ^  ,     . 

•A  r^  >belectmen 

bAMUEL  (jRELE 

James  Weson        J 

Nottins^ham  Di?.  JarT-  30  -•  1745-6 

We  the  Subcriber*  Inhabitents  of  the  s'  Distrect  do  hear  b\  Sicknife 
our  desier  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Distinct  Town  according  to  the 
Delineation  ivhich  we  now  Lay  in  and  shall  for  that  prosicute  any 
thing  whi.h  :;.ay  be  expediant  ui  tlie  atlair. 

Josepii  Butler  Joshua  Hamblet 

Joseph  Caldwell,  sn  Joseph  Hamblet  Jr 

James  Gibson  John  PJutlcr 

John  Mitchell  Thomas  Gage 

John  Huev  liezekiah  Hamblet 

Joseph  Ca'idwelK  Jr  John  Butler  Jr 

John  Caldwell  Joseph  Wright 

John  Baldwin  Samuclljewet 

Robert  Evens  Phinehas  Spanels 

Amo-  Rivhardson  Benj    Frost 

Ebenezer  Dakins  James  Warner 

his  Onesephoru>  Marsh 

Thoma-  X   Richardson  James  Marsh 

mark  John  Hamblet 

Daniel  Diigless  Samuell  Butler 

DanielMjrriil  Eph  '  Cumings 

Sam   Merrill  Daniel  Simonds 

Josiah  Hamblet  Ithbre  Merrill 

his  Thomas  Burns 

Hugh  O  Richardson  Samuel  Gould 

inark  Richardson  Cumings 

Jacob  Butler 
May  v-s  li'!!  1746. 

On  the  above  s'  Dav  a  number  of  the  propriators  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  District  of  Litchfield  being  mstt  to  gather  Did  then  nomi- 
nate and  a:ipovnt  Jacob  Hildreth  and  James  Carr  to  measure  the  line 
of  Litchhclii  on  the  east  side  of  mererwack  river  from  the  uper  end  to 
the  lower  end  thereof. 
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Jacob  Hildreth  and  James  Karr  personaly  appearing  mnde  oath  that 
thev  would  take  a  true  measure  of  the  district  of  Litchfield  upon  the 
east  side  of  Meremack  river,  sworn  before 

John  Gofle,  Just  Peace. 
This  may  signifie  the  Earnest  desire  of  us  subscribers   inhahitents  of 
Notingham  within  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bav  whc.se  inter- 
ests in  Lands   lay  considerably  witliin  the  Destrict  of  Noting"'  in  New 
Hampshire 

That  the  destrict  m.ay  be  continued  to  gether  as  a  Town  without  the 
addition  of  any  part  of  Litchfield,  that  we  may  attend  the  publick  wor- 
ship of  God  wh-ire  we  have  formerly  Injoyed  it  Being  intirely  cut  of 
from  all  Privilege  of  injoying  it  other  waj's. 

Capt  Rob'  Fletcher 
Daniel  Fletcher, 
Zacheus  .Spaulding 
Lt.  Samuc!  Gould 
John  Woodward 
Robert  Fletcher,  jun. 
Noting™  April  4'^  1746, 

May  ye  :6'^  1746. 
We  the   subscribers  the  within   mentioned  bein?  chosen  to   measure 
the   Distance  of  way  from  the   upper  end    of  the   District  of  Litchfield 
to  the  Lo'^ver  end,  whereas  according  to  our  measure  not  allowing  any 
for  sway  of  chain,  we  make  it  eight  miles  and  one  half. 

Jacob  Hildreth 
James  Karr. 


Voie  on  the  question  oj"  Incorporation. 
Province  of      ")      The   District  of  Nottingham  being  assembled  to- 
New  Hampshire  j"  gether  at  the  meeting  house  this  tenth  Dav  of  March 
1745-6.  By  virtue  of  a  Warrant  Issued  out  by  two  of 
his   Majesties  Justices  of  the    Peace   unus  Qj.iorinn ;   they   past  sundry 
votes,  first  made   choice  of  Mr  Thomas  Gage    Moderator,   Secondly- it 
was    put  to  Vote  to  see  if  the   District  will   signifie  by  a  vote  that  they 
■will  be  Incorporated  into  a  Distinct  town  and  it  past  in  the  firmitive. 
John  Hamblet  yea  Benjamin  Tyng  yea 

John  Hue  yea  Abel  Merrill  yea 

Joseph  Calwell  yea  Robert  Nevens  yea 

Ephraim  Cumings  yea  Jor^eph  Hamblet  jr  yea 

Joseph  Wright  yea  Samuel  Butler  yea 

James  Gibson  yea  Thomas  Ga>4e  yea 

John  Mitchell  yea  Josiah  Hamblet  yea 

Samuel  Jewate  yea       •  Daniel  Dugless  yea 

Benjamin  Frost  yea  John  Baldwin  yea 

Thomas  Burn*  yea  Onesephorus  Marsh  yea 

Thomas  Richardson  yea  Jacob  Butler  yea 

Hezekiah  Hamhlet  yea  Ebenezer  Daken  yea 

Capt  Henry  Baldwin  yea  Jo.seph  Gould  yea 

Phinehas  Spaulding  yea  John  Butler  yea 

Hugh  Richardson  yea  James  Wason  yea 

Daniel  Merrill  yea  Josepii  Caldwell  jr  yea 

In  the  firmitive. 
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Thomp-S  Pollard  nay  Lie"' Joseph  Snow  najr 

James  Barret  nay  John  Marsh  nay 

Robert  Glaser  nay  George  Burns  nay 

.  Joseph  Blod2;et  nay  Ens°  William  Cumlngs  nay 

Eleazcr  Cumings  nay  Samuel  Burbank  nay 

John  Marshall  nay  Samuel  Grele  nay 

Jonathan  Hardy  nay  Capt  Thomas   Colburn  nay 

Lie"- Joseph  Winn  nay  Joseph  Winn,  Jr  nay 

Jeremiah  Blodtret  nay  John  Marshall  Jr  nay 

Dct  Ezekiel  Chase  nay  Samuel  Hustone  nay 

Samuel  Grele  Jr.  nay 
In  the  Negative. 

Thirdly  it  was  put  to  vote  to  see  if  the  District  will  split  the  Town 
partly  North  and  south  And  the  Vote  Past  in  the  negative  that  article 
in  the  warrant  to  set  of  Hills  farm  wa.-  Dismissed  by  a  Vole — tifthly 
the  District  chose  Mr  Thomas  Gage  Mr  Ephraim  Cumings  and  Mr 
John  Butler  as  a  committee  to  treat  with  the  Courts  Committee  and 
Represent  the  ciicumstances  of  the  District  to  them. 
A  true  Copy  from  the  District  Book, 
as  attest, 

Samuel  Grele 
District  Clerk. 


Pet  it  ion  of  yohti  Marsh  for  a  la'nd  tax  to  bitild  a  meeting- 
house. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  W'entworth  Esq.  Governor  & 
Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  ^Majesties  Province  of 
New  Hampshire.  To  the  Hon'''"  his  Majesties  Council  & 
House  of  Representatives  in  General  Assembly  Convened 
14'   July  1747. 

The  petition  of  John  ]\Iarsh  of  Nottingham  West,  of  said 
Province,  yeoman,  in  behalf  of  v  Inhabitants  of  said  Not- 
tingham West  as  well  as  on  his  own  Humbly  Shews  : 

That  by  y  late  settlen-;ent  of  y  Boundary  Line  between 
this  &  y-  Province  of  v  Massachusetts  Bay,  a  number  of 
y=  Ablest  of  y'=  Inhabitants  of  s'  Nottingham  West  are 
taken  of  from  t:s  &:  so  consequentlv  we  must  loose  their  as- 
sistance under  y"  present  heavy  Burthen  that  is  upon  us,  and 
that  by  s  settlement  of  s'  Line  }•  present  Situation  ot  our 
Meeting  house  is  sucli  that  it  is  altogether  useless  imto  us  as  a 
Place  fur  y  publick  Worship  of  God  &  therefore  must  be 
obliged  to  build  a  New  one  and  that  vour  Petitioners  live  ex- 
posed to  y  Indians  whereby  w^e  are  much  taken  olf  from  our 
Daily  Labour  :  Your  Petitioner  therefore  most  Humbly  prays 
your  Excellency  in  Honours  that  you  wou'd  in  your  great 
Clem.ency  be  pleased  to  Subject  by  an  act  all  y'  lands  in  s"^ 
Nottingham  to  tax  of  two  pence  an  acre  P  annum  for  tive  years 
next  ensuing  to  help  us  in  our  present  distress'd  circumstances 
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to  build  a  New  Meeting  House,  purchase  a  Parsona.^c  &  more 
comfortablv  to  support  our  present  Rev  Pastor  &  to  lay  a 
Foundatioii  for  y  future  Support  of  y  Gospel  Ministry  among 
us  and  v    Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray 

John  Marsh. 

In  Council,   Tuly  the  ic'  1747.    . 

Read  ^:  Ordered  to  be  sent  Down  to  the  Hon''  •"  House. 
Theod  Atki^'.^on  Secry. 
Prov  oC  y^aw}-^^^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives  15  '  July  1747 
Hampshire    )  .    „     .  .  o  n-i  ' 

Vofed,  That  v"  Petitioners  be  heard  on  their  Petitions  y"  bcconai^ay 
of  y*^  settin-;  of  v  Gen-  Assembly  After  y^  tirst  of  Sep'  Next  ^^  that  y' 
Petitioners  at  their  Own  Cost  Advert^-^e  y  publick  two  or  three  Weeks 
Successivelv  in  V-  po^t  Bov  or  Evening  Post  News  papers  so  called  of 
y«  Prayer  of  s''  Petition  that  .-o  any  one  may  shew  Cause  if  any  there 
be  why  v"  Prayer  of  s*^  Petition  should  not  be  granted. 

■  -^  D.  Pierce.  Clk. 

In  Council  July  15'''  17+7- 

The  above  Vote  read  c\:  Concurrd. 

Theod"  Atkinson  Secry. 

Eod-^  Die  ^    „, 

Assented  to  B.  Wentworth. 

Prov  of  Newl^j^  ^j^^  House  of  Representatives  iC'-  March  1747, 
Hampshire   J  ,  ,  - 

Voted,  That  V  Prayer  of  y«  within  Petition  be  granted  tor  one  penny 
Pr  Acre'&  that'v"  peti  '  have  Liberty  to  bring  a  Bill  Accordingly. 
*    '  ■  "  D.  Pierce  Clr. 

Eod  '  Die.     In  Council 
read  >&  Concurr. 

Theod'  Atkinson,  Secry 

March  II ">  Consented  to, 

B.  Wentworth. 

Prov  of      \j,jney^S-  I747- 
New  Hamp' I -^         -  '^'  .        .  ,t     t  u     at      u  * 

The  town  of  Nottingham  west  made  choice  of  Mr  John  Marsh  to  ap- 
ply to  Courts  to  get  the  Lands  Belonging  to  this  Town  laid  under  a  tax. 

A.  true  Copy  as  attest  ,  ^     ,      ™  ,-^,     ■, 

Samuel  Grele,  Town  Clerk 


Petition  for   Nottingham     W.    to   be  included  in   the    West 

division  of  Counties. 
To  his  Excelleucv  Banning;:  Wentworth  Esq  &    the  Hon  ■"  his 
Majesties  Couiicill  &  house  of  Representatives  in  Gen''  As- 
sembly Convened  at  Portsm    the  9     of  April  1754. 
We  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Nottingham  West  in  the 
province  of  New  Hamp  *=  Vvould   humbly  represent   that   inas- 
much  as  a   large   number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  province 
have  Remonstrated  the  necessitv  of  dividing  this  Province  into 
two  Countvs  by  suchdividing  iiae  as  shall    be  thought   best  & 
in  as   much  as  this   town   of  Nottingham   West  lys  at  such   a 
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great  distance  not  less  than  fifty  miles  from  Portsmouth  &  ad- 
joining to  merrimack  river,  Sc  shall  al\va\s  be  accoinmodated 
with  the  western  County  &  shall  be  under  the  utter  most  in- 
convenience, if  we  have  always  to  travel  to  the  Eastermost 
part  of  the  Province  for  Countv  Business,  therefore  we  most 
Humblv  pray  that  when  your  Excellency  &  Hon''  shall  see 
meet  to  Erect  tills  Province  into  two  Countys  that  the  Dividing 
Line  may  Include  this  Town  in  the  west  Division  &  Incorpo- 
rated to  do  duties  &:  Receive  Priviledges  there  &  your  Petition- 
ers as  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Ezekiel  Chase  John  Marsh 

Thomas  Colburn  Edward  Spalding 

Joseph  Winn  Thoina-;  Lenard 

Stephen  Chase  Josep  Lovel 

Samuel  Grele  Nathan  Cross 

Sam   Grele.  Jr  Peter  Crosb 

Ebenozer  Blodget  Eleazer  Ciimings 

Benjamin  Taylor  Eleazer  Cumings  Jr 

William  Taylor  Thomas  Kenej 

William  Cumings  Abraham  Page 

Ebenezer  Cumings  Timothy  Emerson 

John  Marshall  Joseph  Winn  Jr 

Josiah  Dutton  Benj-*  Winn 

Daniel  Marshall  Benjamin  Whittemore 

Henry  Hills  Jeremiah  Blodget 

Ezekiel  Grele  fames  Blodget 

Joseph  Pollard  Joseph  Blodget 

Samuel  Marsh  David  Lavvrence 

James  Hills  Stephen  Chase,  Jr 

Jeremiah  Hill  Henery  Chase 

Jon*  Blodget  George  Burns 

Jon-*  Hardy  Ebenezer  Dakin 

Sam'  Page  Samuel  Merrill 

John  Pollard  Nathaniel  Merrill 

Ebenezer  Pollard  Daiiiel  Merrill 

Tho'  Pollard,  Jr  Samuel  Merrill,  Jr 

Moses  Grele  Thomas  Brown 

Isaac  Waldron  Samuel  Burbank 

David  Dow  Jonathan   I  lard  v 

Joseph  Blodget  Jr  Jonathan  Blodget 

Samuel  Hills  James  VVa.^on 
Josiah  Cumings 


Petition  of  Notting^^am  relating  to  Jish  in  the  Merrimack 

river. 

To  his  Excellency  Benning  VVentw^rth  Esq.  Governor  &c  of 
the  Province  of  New  Hamp   The  Honourable  his  Majestys 
Council  and  house  oi  Representatives  of  said  Province. 
We  the  Subscribers  being  Inhabitants  of  Nottingham  West 

&  Dunstable  do   Humblj,'  request  .)f  vour  Excellency  &  Hon"' 
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to  make  some  addition  to  the  act  relating  Restraining  the 
Fishing  in  ^vlerrymac  river  as  the  Preservasion  of  the  Fish  is 
of  Considerable  Consequence  to  us,  we  would  be  glad  there- 
fore That  the  utmost  care  might  be  Taken  of  them. 

We  beg  Leave  to  vSuggest  to  your  Excellency  &  Plon''  that 
the  Constant  Fishing  at  the  Falls  with  Pots  weares  Scoop  or 
dip  nets  shor.ld  be  restrained  as  well  as  Constant  Fishing  with 
Seaves  and  that  all  obstructions  may  be  Removed  out  of  the 
River  the  days  Fishing  is  Prohibited  and  that  proper  water 
courses  may  be  left  in  the  Dams  that  are  made  Cross  the 
Streams  that  Run  into  Merrvmac  river  where  Fish  corn- 
only  pass  and  also  that  the  Towns  be  directed  to  choose 
Proper  Persons  to  see  the  act  is  duly  Observed  and  all  oflend- 
ers  Punished  and  \our  Petitioners  as  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever 
pray  <S;t. 

Dated  at  Nottingham  West,  June  y    4''  1764. 

Nath'  Merrill  .  Henry  Hills 

Josiah  Duston  David  Larance 

Amos  Kinney  Ebenczer  Cumings 

Nathaniel  Davis  Josiah  Cumings 

Jose  Pollard  Benj  ^  Kidder 

Edward  Spaulding  Thomas  Lancey 

Daniel  Marshall  Tho-  Clark 

Ezekie!  llUs  Benj'  Marchall 

Joseph  Kelly  Samuel  Pollard 

Thomas  Pollard  John  Bly 

Jeremiah  Blodget  Amos  Pollard 

Reuben  Spaulding  Benj"  Winn 

Noah  Lovewell  John  Huej 

Samuel  Marsh  Henry  Huev 

Oliver  Hills  Jn'  Caldwell  Jr 

Thomas  Marsh  Eph-'  Cumings 

Ezekiel  Grele  Peter  Cumings 

Benjamin  D'jtton  Samuel  Page 

Ebenezer  Pollard  Ephraim  Cumings,  Jr 

Thomas  Campbell  David  Cumings 

Ebenezer  Blodet  Peter  Cross 
Robert  Stuard 


Province  of)  In  the   House  of  Representatives    June   14"'   1764,  This 
New  Hamp'  /      being  petition  Read.  Ordered. 

That  the  petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  Second  day  of  the  sitting 
of  the  'genera!  A-^embly  after  the  first  day  of  August  next  And  that 
the  petitioners  at  their  own  Cost  cause  the  Substance  of  this  petition 
&  this  order  of  Court  thereon  to  be  advertised  three  weeks  successively 
In  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  that  any  persons  concerned  therein 
may  appear  &  shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer  tb.ereof 
should  not  be  Granted. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

In  council  June  16''^  1764. 
Read  £c  concurr'd, 

T.  Atkinson  Jr.  Secry. 
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Another  Petition  relating-  to  the  same. 
To  His   Excellency  Benning  Wentworth   Esq.  Gov'  &*^  of  the 

Province  of  New  Hainp''  the  Hon'  "^  his  ^Iaiesties  Council 

&  house  of  Representatives  of  s'  Province 

We  the  Subscribers  Petitioners  being  Inhabitants  of  this 
Province  Humbly  Sheweth  that  we  greatly  rejoyce  that  your 
Excellency  and  Honours  have  taken  the  Preservation  of  the 
Fish  in  Jvlerrimack  River  into  Consideration  and  have  pass'd 
an  act  to  Restrain  y^  Practice  of  Fishing  in  s"^  River  Con- 
stantly, But  as  we  apprehend  the  act  as  it  now  stands  is  not 
Quite  Sufhcient  to  answer  the  Salutarv  Ends  propos'd  to  be 
done  by  s    Act. 

We  would  therefore  desire  your  Excellency  and  honours  to 
take  the  premises  under  consideration  &  by  some  additional 
act  to  restrain  the  fishing  with  Dip  or  scoop  nets  at  the  falls 
in  s'''  River  where  fish  are  usually  taken  with  those  nets,  and 
also  that  all  obstructions  may  be  removed  from  y*  passes  in 
Falls  where  fish  usually  pass,  so  as  those  places  may  be  clear 
on  the  Davs  fish  are  allowed  to  pass,  and  that  fish  may  not  be 
hindered  by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever  from  having  a 
free  course  up  v"  River,  on  the  dav  prohibited  to  fish,  and  that 
the  Obstructions  mav  be  removed  that  are  now  in  Sundrey 
streams  that  run  into  Merrimac  River  Where  fish  commonly 
pass  or  SutTicient  courses  left  for  the  fish  to  pass  during  the 
Term  of  their  Runningboth  up  and  Down  such  Streams,  and  we 
Further  beg  Leave  to  Suggest  to  your  Excellency  and  Hon" 
that  the  Towns  adjacent  to  the  River  may  be  Directed  to 
choose  proper  Persons  to  see  that  the  act  is  Observed  and  all 
offenders  dulv  Punished. 

June  4''  1764. 

Stephen  Chase  Joseph  Winn 

Thomas  Hamblet  Abiathan  Winn 

John  Bloget  Jeremiah  Bloget 

Jonathan  Bloget  Ebenezer  Pollard 

Ebenezer  Bloget  Ezekiel  Cha'>e 

James  Caldwell  Sam'  Greele 

John  Glover  Benjamin  Messer 

David  Merril  Ezekiel  Chase,  Jr 

Stephen  Morss  Henry  Dcves  .' 

Rowland  Rideout  Joseph  Lovel 

Benj.  Rideout  •  Tho    Blanchard,  Jr 

Benj'  Smith  Tho"  PVench 

Abraham  Bailey  Nathan  Winn 

Thomas  Colburn  Nathanael  Merrill 

George  Burns.  Jr  Nath  Merrill  Jr 

Andrew  Seavey  Jonathan  Lund 

Justis  Daken  William  Lund 

William  Cox  Phinehas  Lund 

Edward  Cox  Jame<  Taylor 

Beni^  F>e.-.ch  Nehemiah  Loveweli 

Setii  Johnson  Nathaniel  Greole 
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Province  of   \j^  ^.j^^  House  of  Representatives  June  14"'  1764. 
New  Hamps''    |  .  .  ,     ,         .  .u 

This  Petition  bein-  read,  Ordered.  That  the  petitioners  be  heard  there- 
on the  second  Day  of  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  first 
Day  of  Auo--'  next  cS:  that  the  petitioners  at  there  own  Cost,  cause  y« 
substance  Sf  this  petition  Sc  this  order  of  Court  thereon  to  be  adver- 
tised three  weeks  successively  In  the  New  Hampshire  Gazettee  that  any 
persons  concerned  therein  may  appear  ^  shew  cause  it  any  they  have  ■ 
whv.the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.        .     ^,     ,  „,     , 

,  A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 


Depositions. 
(i)  Of  Thomas  Pollard 
Thoma*  Pollard  of  La^^fuii  a^-e  Testifyeth  and  saith  that  he  was  at 
the  house  of  Mr  Tohn  Marshes  in  Notingham  W  est  upon  the  second 
day  of  Oct-  Last  past  .*;;  he  saw  Capt  Joseph  KiUeyand  John  Chase  and 
Toshua  Beadel  and  Amos  Pollard  and  sundry  other  persons  there  and. 
he  heard  Amos  Pollard  ^ay  their  is  nothing  to  be  done  hereatdiis  t^me 
Let  us  go  hom.e  upon  his's'i  PoUard  saying  so  hear  Capt  tviUey  tdl 
John  Chase  and  Joshua  Beadel  to  take  said  Amos  out  ot  the  house  A. 
put  him  into  the  Brook  upon  which  said  Chase  X"  Beadel  asned  upon 
said  Amo^  PoUard  r.-.vd  Dra-ed  him  out  of  the  hou^e.  and  Capt  Killej 
followed  them  out  of  the  House  with  a  large  stick  and  wip  tautened  to 
the  End  of  it,  ana  brok  the  stafe  or  stick  of  said  wip  all  to  peaces  about 
him  said  Amo>.  his  head  the  said  Chase  holding  h.m  fast  while  said 
Killey  beat  him  said  Amos,  And  After  he  broke  his  own  stick  he  twicht 
A  lar'^-e  walking  ..tatf  out  of  the  hand  of  deacon  Greeley  and  splintered 
it  all  To  peaces  about  said  Amos"  head  ^:  body  till  said  Amos  ^ryed 
murder  and  After  upon  Examining  the  head  ^  body  ot  said  Amos  there 
was  large  Gashes  in  his  head  ^    and  further  sa:th  not 

And  the  Deponent  further   saith  that  these  facts   was  not  committed 

upon  a  muster  dav.  . 

^  '  his 

Thomas  y.  Pollard, 
mark 

(2)  Of  Benjamin  Marshall. 
Benjamin  Marshall  of  Lavvfull  Age  Testifieth  and,  that  he  was  at  the 
hous  of  Mr  John  Marsh  of  Nottingham  West  at  or  near  the  2'  day  ot 
Oct^  Last  past  and  that  he  came  with  Capt  Joseph  Killey  to  baid  House 
aforesaid  and  that  a.  soon  as  Capt  Killey  came  to  the  house  ot  the  said 
Marshes  there  was  a  grate  number  of  parsons  their  and  a.  .soon  as  he 
came  in  he  said  to  the  Company  present  that  it  any  man  Gave  him  the 
Ive  to  Day  he  would  Hors  wip  them  and  their  arose  a  dispute  between 
o'ne  Davi^e  and  FJlIev  Upon  which  Capt.  Davis  aserted  something  said 
Killey  =aid  was  a  Ive  &  said  Killev  threatened  him  by  holding  and 
shaking  his  whip  ov-er  his  head.  Then  Amos  Polhird  who  was  present 
said  com.  Davi.ss  let  us  go  along  for  their  will  be  nothing  don  here  to 
Day.  upon  which  Capt^Killev  ordered  John  Cha.e  to  taKe  s'^  Pollard  out 
of  dores,  upon  which  said  Ciiase  tanned  upon  him  and  drew  him  ouc  ot 
dores,  upon  which  I  told  said  Chase  let  Pollard  go,  dont  burn  your  own 
fin-ers,  upon  which  Chase  let  him  go,  then  said  killey  ordered  said 
Chase  to  take  poiiard  and  duck  him  in  the  brook  .V  he  would  bear  him 
out  in  so  doing  upo:.    which  said  Chase   i:  Joshua  Ecradei  t.i.-ned  him 
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a^ain  and  Capt  Killey  foUcAved  outand  struck  said  Pollard  several  times 
with  the  butt  of  Ills  horse  whip  which  broke  and  then  he  went  to  deacon 
Greelev  and  took  his  walking,'  st.itf"  out  of  his  hand  and  struck  s'^  Pol- 
lard over  his  head  and  broke  the  scitrall  to  peaces  while  the  said  Chase 
&  P.eadel  held  said  Pollard,  and  further  saith  not.  And  the  Dep=  farther 
saith,  these  facts  was  not  on  a  mu'^ler  day. 

Benj*  Marchall. 


Province  of       |  Litchfield  March  the  2"  1765. 
Isev/  Hannpshire  j 

Parsonallv  appeared  the  within  and  above  named  Thomas  Pollard 
Benjamin  ^ia^chall  and  after  due  caution  &  cairfuU  examination  maid 
solemn  oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  foregoing-  Deposition  by  them  Re- 
.spectively  signed,  and  that  it  is  the  Truth  concerning  the  things  they 
Relate  to'o  w^ich  atTidavits  were  taken  at  the  Request  of  a  Number  of 
the  Inhabitants  af  Nottingham  west  to  be  in  perpeatuam   Res   memo- 


rium. 

Before  us, 


John  Gof^e  1  Quorum 

James  Underwood  i      unis 


JAFFREY — forinerly  Monadnock,  No.  3. 

[This  town,  formerly  known  as  Monadnock,  No.  3,  was  incorporated 
in  1773.  by  the  name 'of  Jati'rey.  tor  Mon.  George  Jatlrey,  of  Ports- 
mouth.    Ed.] 

To  Mr  Jo.siah  Willard.   Sir. 

This  mav  certefv  that  it  is  the  Desire  of  Each  of  us  Hereafter  named 

that  you  would  Draw  or  cause  to  be  Drawn  a  Suitable  Petition   lor  the 

Incorporation  of  our  town  and  Lay  the  same  Before  the  Govenor  and 

Counsel  with  ou-/  names  annext  thereto. 
Monadnock  N'  3, 
March  14.   1771. 

Eli  Morse  Benj-*  Mason 

Jos.  Greenwood  Moses  Adams 

Sam  •  Twitchel  John  Wright 

W"'  Greenwood  Moses  Mason 

Jos.  Adams  Ebenezer  Twitchel 

Asa  Norcross  Thomas  Morse 

Josiah  Greenwood  John  Muzzy 

Elias  Stone  William  Beal 

David  Morse  Benj'  Lerned 

John  Knowlton  Robert  Mu:^zey 

Elias  Knowlton  Jos.  Twitchel 

Reuben  Morse  Ezra  Twitchel 

Daniel  Morse  Levi  Partridge 

John  Barnstead  Thades  Mason 

We  are  generally  of  the  mind  to  have  our  town  named  Troy. 
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JEFFERSON — forinerly  Dartmouth. 

[This  town  was  first  granted  under  the  name  of  Dartmouth,  Oct.  3, 
176^;   re-granted  June  26,  1772,  and  first  settled   about   the  year  1775. 

Petition  to  extctui  the  time  for  making  settlement. 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  : 

To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq.  Governor  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  The  Honorable  His  Tvlajestys  Council. 
The  Petition  of  Josiah  Willard  &  others  humbly  shevveth. 
That  your  Petitioner  having  been  favor'd  with  the  Grant  & 
Charter  of  the  Township  of  Dartmouth  sometime  since  which 
said  Charter  specifys  the  first  Period  of  settlement  of  twenty 
Families  to  be  in  the  month  oi  December  i773  •  but  w  ''  they 
apprehend  was  a  clerical  Error  in  tilling  up  the  Charter  and 
ought  to  have  been  as  originally  intended  December  1775,  a 
compliance  with  the  first  Term  being  utterlv  impracticable  in 
that  distant  part  of  the  province.  They  would  therefore  humbly 
beg  the  s'  ]NIistake  mav  be  rectifved  tV  the  Time  for  bringing 
on  the  first  twentv  Settlers  be  Extended  to  the  inonth  of  De- 
cember 1775-  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall 
over  pray. 

Josiah  Willard 
Portsmouth  11'''  Febry,  1774. 


VOLUME  IV 


KINGSTON  TO   NEW  BOSTON. 


KINGSTON. 

[This  town  was  incorporated,  AugusL  6.  1694,  under  the  administra- 
of  Lieutenant-Governor  John  Uslier :  and  comprehended  what  now 
forms  the  towns  of  East  Kiniiston,  Fremont,  and  Sandown.     Ed. J 

Original ^ra)ii  o>-  Charter. 

William  and  Mary  By  the  Grace  of  God  of  Eni^Iand,  Scotland,  France, 
and  Ireland  King  and  Q^ieon  Defend"  of  the  Faith  .Sic. 
To  all  people  To  whom  these  presents  shall  come  greeting  Know  ye 
that  we  of  our  Special  Grace  Certain  Knowledge  and  mere  motion  for 
the  due  Encouragement  of  settling  a  new  plantation  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  Consent  of  our  Council  h-ive  gi^en  lS;  Granted  and  bv  these 
presents  as  far  as  in  us  Lies  Do  give  and  Grant  unto  our  Beloved  Sub- 
jects, 

James  Prescott  Senior  Isaac  Godfrey 

Thomas  Phnbrook  ]-.  Gershom  Eikins 

.^ Samuel  Colcord  Thomas  Webster 

Sam-  Dearborn  William  Godfrey 

Jacob  Garland  John  Mason 

Ebenezer  Webster  Nathaniel  Sandburn 

Benjamin  Sandburn  Tohn  Moulton 

Daniel  Moulton  and  - — -rrancis  Toule 

and  Several  others  of  tricir  Maje.stys  Loving  Subjects  that  Inhabit  or 
shall  inhabit  within  the  .-^aid  Grant  within  our  province  of  New  flamp- 
shire  all  that  Tract  of  Land  to  begin  seven  miles  Westward  of  the 
meeting  ho-.se  now  .Standing  in  Hampton  trom  thence  to  run  a  Due 
course  West  and  By  Norti:  Ten  miles  into  the  Country  for  its  Breadth 
four  miles.  Northerly  from  the  Head  point  of  the  West  Line  from  the 
said  meeting  house  and  Southerly  within  Three  miles  of  the  Norther- 
most  side  of  merrimack  r:i.er  and  that  the  same  be  a  town  Corporated 
by  the  name  of  Kings  Town  to  the  persons  above  named  or  other  of 
their  Majestys  Subjects  that  do  and  shall  for  ever,  and  we  do  by  these 
presents  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  men  and  Inhabitants  of  our  said 
Town  of  King>.town  and  to  such  others  that  shall  hereafter  inhabit  all 
and  every  the  streets  and  Lanes  iS;  Highways  within  the  said  Town  for 
the  publick  use  and  service  of  the  men  and  Inhabitants  thereof  X  Trav- 
ellers there  Together  with  full  power  License  and  authority  to  the  said 
men  and  Inhabitants  and  such  as  shall  inhabit  within  the  said  Town 
forever  to  establish,  appoint  Order  &  direct  the  establishing  making- 
Laying  out  ordering  amending  and  Repairing  of  all  streets  Lanes 
Highways  Ferries  plai-es  and  Bridges  in  and  throughout  the  said  Town 
necessary  needful  and  convenient  tor  the  men  A;  Inhabitants  of  tlie  said 
Town  ci  for  all  Travellers  and  Passengers  there  .provided  aiw.iys  that  our 
said  License  to  as  above  gran  ted  for  the  establishing  making  M  Laying  out 
of  such  Lane^  Higiiways,  Fences  places  and  Bridges  be  not  extended 
nor  Construed  to  Extend  to   the  taking  away  of  any  person  or  persona 
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Rights  or  prooertv  without  hi>  or  their  consent  or  By  Some  Law  of 
ou-said  provlnceTo  have  .^^  to  hold  and  Enjoy  all  and  Sin-ular  the 
preini-;e^  a^  aforesaid  to  the  said  men  &  Inhabitants  or  tho-^e  that  shaU 
inhabit  the  said  Town  of  Kingstown  and  their  Successors  forever  Ren- 
derfn'^  and  ra\injj  therefor  to  us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  or  to  such 
other^oflnccr  o'v  officers  as  shall  be  appointed  to  Receive  the  same  yearly 
the  annual  Qiiitt  Rent  or  acknowledsfement  of  one  pepper  Corn  in  the 
said  Town  on  tne  J5''  of  October  yearly  forever  and  tor  the  Better  or- 
der Rule  ic  Government  of  o-.n-  Said  town  We  do  by  these  presents 
Grant  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  unto  the  said  men  i;  Inhabitants 
or  tho^e  that  shaii  inhabit  the  said  town  that  yearly  and  everv  year 
upon  the  fir-t  Tuesdav  in  march  forever  They  tlie  said  men  and  Inhab- 
itants and  such  as  shall  inhabit  the  said  Town  shall  elect  and- chase  bv 
the  Major  pari  of  them  Two  sufiicicnt  and  able  men  Householders  of 
the  said  Town  to  be  Constables  for  the  year  En.uing  which  said  men 
so  chosen  and  elected  shall  be  presented  to  the  nest  Q^iarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  to  be  held  tor  said  province  there  to  take  the  accustomed 
oaths  appointed  Bv  Law  for  the  EKecution  of  their  offices  under  such 
penalties  as  the  L">w  in  our  said  Province  shall  direct  upon  Retusal  or 
neglect  therein  and  We  Do  by  these  presents  Grant  for  us  our  heirs 
and  Saccessors  unto  the  said  parsons  and  Inhabitants  and  such  as  shall 
inhabit  in  said  town.  That  yearly  and  Every  year  upon  the  tirst  lues- 
day  in  March  for  ever,  Thev  the  said  men  and  Inhabitants  or  the  Major 
part  of  them  shall  elect  and  chuse  Three  Inhabitants  and  Household- 
ers within  our  said  Town  To  be  Overseers  of  the  poor  &  Hmliways  or 
select-men  of  our  said  Town  for  the  year  Ensuing  with  such_  powers, 
Privilidc^es  and  Authoritys  as  any  Overseers  or  select  men  vv-ithm  our 
said  Pro's-ince  have  and  enjoy  or  ought  to  have  and  Enjoy. 

In  Testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  ot  our  Said  province 
to  be  hereunto'afdxed.  Witness  John  Usher  E^q.  our  Lieutenaiit  Gov- 
ernour  and  commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Province  at  our  Town  of 
New  Castle  the  6''  Day  of  August  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  Reign  an- 

noque  Domini  1694.  r  t  r-^  ,r 

^  John  Usher  L'  Gov' 

William  Bedford  Depy  Secry. 

Copy  Exara'^  '  ^ 

Theodore  Atkinson,  beery 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  March  i^'  1743 

Entred  and  Record-ed  According  to  the  Original. 
Pr     Theodore  Atkinson,  Secry. 

Copy  Exam''  ^  ,    _         ,-.11 

^•^  Pr  George  JaflTrey,  Clerk. 


Petitinn  for  the  resettling-  of  Kingston. 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  Esq.  Governour  and  Com- 
aandcr  m  Chete  of  Her  Majesties   Froyinces  of  the  Massa- 
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chusetts  and  Nevy  Hat-npshire,  and  to  the  Honourable  the 
.  coun.sell  Now  sitting  att  Portsmouth  this  2'  of  May  1705. 

The  Humble  petition  of  Thomas  Philbrick  and  Jonathan 
Sanborn  in  the  Name  and  behalf  of  severall  others  who  have 
a  desire  to  seltell  Kin.G^stowne.     Humbly  Sheweth. 
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That  whereas  the  inhabitants  that  was  setteiled  att  say'' Kings 
town  flbrmcriv  did  ibr  some  pretences  or  other  withdraw  and 
Remove  in  a  disorderly  wav  from  said  Kinc:^sto\vn  as  we  Now 
find  ^reatlv  to  the  Damage  of  the  then  Inhaloitants.  We  hav- 
hig  taken  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  that  have  entered  thcr 
names  to  goe  and  settell  there  in  the  Fall  of  the  year  We 
hnmblv  prav  that  we  ma\'  Have  orders  for  the  Resettling  of  s'' 
Kingstown  accordinglv.  and  vour  poor  petitioners  as  wee  are 
bound  for  a  Blessing  of  (iod  upon  your  prr)ceeding  shall  for 
Ever  pra\-. 

Thomas  Fhilbrick 
JoNA  Sanborn 

Upon  readin.e  the  petition  ot"  the  inhabitants  of  Kinijstown  praying, 
to  whoni  ordered  that  the  petitioners  have  liberty  to  return  thither 
at  Michahnas  provided  they  be  not  less  than  thirty  familys  that  they 
lav  out  in  the  centre  of  this  place  a  forty  acre  lott  for  y-  p;trsonaL,fe  and 
that  they  settle  an  able  orthodox  iiiinister  within  three  years  next  Cum- 
ino;  ^C  they  have  leave  to  renew  their  Grant  with  these  conditions. 
Read  in  Councill  the  2- 
May  and  approved  off 

Cha.  Story  Secretary. 
Prov.  N.  Mampsh 

Voted,  That  the  town  of  Kingston  be  Excused  from  scndini^  a  Repre- 
sentative and  paying  any  part  of  y  Province  Charge  tor  the  pre.sent 
year.  Provided  thcv  assist  the  scouts  with  pilots  at  their  own  Charge 
whcne\er  Required. 

May  9' '     pr  Order  of  y '  House 

Saniu'   Keais,  Clerk. 
Consented  to  by  the  Councill 

Chas.  Story,  Secretary. 


Pet  it  1071  to  be  clear  of  public  charges. 
To  liis  Excellencv  Joseph  Dudley  Esq  Capt  Generall  &  Gov- 
ernor in  Cheife  in  &  Over  Her  ]\Iaj"'''-"^  Provinces  otf  the 
Massachusetts  &  New  Hampsh'"  &'-  And  to  the  Honourable 
the  Council  Now  sitting  at  Portsm'  together  with  the  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Assembh  . 

The  Humble  Petititju.  of  the  Poore  Inhabitants  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Kings  Town  within  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
Sheweth. 

Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Towne  have  hitherto  on 
ace"  of  th'e  ^Varr  been  clear'd  from  all  Publick  charge  and  the 
Enemv  now  insults  us  as  much  as  Ever:  And  tiieire  now 
being  a  representative  required  of  us.  Our  circumstances  being 
in  a.verv  low  Condition  and  the  Enemy  like  to  be  as  trouble 
some  as  Ever  they  have  been — 

Yo'  Petitioners   therefore    Humbly    prays  yo'  Excell.  &  the 
Hon^able  the  Councill  that  wee  may  as  yett  stand   on    the  Es- 
3S 
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tublishm'  wee  did  before  till  such  time  as  yo'  Petitioners  are 
better  able  wee  humbly  Submitt  our  selves  to  w'  yo'  Excell.  & 
the  Ilon'able  the  Councill  shall  Judj^e  ineet. 

See  prays  yo'  Humble  Petitioners 

Jo.V  Sanburn. 
Ill  behalfe  of  v*"  town. 

Upon  reading  this  petition  the  Council  Declares,  that  thev  are  verj 
sensible  of  the  good  services  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kings  tovvn  and  the 
Hardshipps  thev  labour  under  in  and  ^hall  use  all  methods  for  their 
Encouragem' 

And  therefore  Recommend  to  the  Representatives  the  praverof  being 
Eased  of  the  present  tax  and  of  the  attendance  of  a  Representative 
Dureing  the  present  dijtress  untill  turthcr  Order 

In  Council  S""  May  1712. 

Cha  :  Storv  Secretarv. 


Petition  to  be  discharged  j'rom   cost  of  Road.  d:c. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Weutworth   Esc[   L*  Gov'  &  to  the 
Honourable  The  Councill  &  House  of  Representatives  how 
sitting  in  Gen'  Assem.  at  Portsm'  for  his  ]VIaj' -"  province  of 
N.  Hamp" 

The  petition  of  Sam  Easmnn  representritive  for  \  Town 
of  Kings  trjwn  in  behalf  of  said  Town  sheweth. 

That  the  Hon"'"  The  Court  of  Gen-  Q;  sessions  of  the  peace 
held  at  Ports  ■'  The  first  day  of  march  last  were  pleased  to 
make  an  ord'  that  the  tcnvn  of  Kingstown  afores'  should  pay 
half  the  Charge  of  Laying  out  a  high  road  Through  y*  town 
of  Hampton  w  •■  yoin-  petitioner  does  humbly  conceive'  is  not 
to  be  supported  or  favoured  l)v  any  lavvs  or  customs  whatso- 
ever but  that  the  said  Ord  of  sessions  is  opposite  to  an  act  of 
This  prov.  *S;  past  in  May  1719.  Entitled  lui  act  about  high 
ways  tS:c 

Whereupon  yo'  petitioners  do  humbly  prav  that  the  said 
Order  be  made  null  A:  void  as  to  the  part  of  Kingston  afores"^ 
&  that  the  said  Town  be  discharged  of  that  ord  ^S;  yo'  peti- 
tioners shall  Ever  pray  as  in  Duty  bound. 

Sam'  E as. man 
Jox' Sanburx. 

Voted,  Thaty-  Case  betiveen  Hamton  M  Kings  town  be  brought  on 
again  to  y=  next  q'  sessions  for  a  second  hearing  between  town  ii  town 
and  that  Each  town  be  notified  accordingly 

Hen.  Sherburne.  C!k  Asst 
In  Coun  • 

Eod"'  die  Concurrd. 

R.  Waldron. 
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Petition  for  abatement  of  Province  tax. 
To  the  Honabell  Tohu  Wintworth  Esq  our  Lev' Governor  and 
Comander  In  Chete  In  and  Over  his  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  In  New  Enghmd  and  to  your  honours  of 
His  Majostves  Councill,  and  to  those  gentlemen  of  y^  house 
of  Representatives  now  Convened  together  att  our  Generall 
Cortt  held  att  Portsmouth  in  said  province  this  iS'"  day  of 
May  1725. 

The  Humbell  address  of  y"'  subscribers  to  these  presents  being 
the  selectt  men  for  Kingstown  In  said  provence  for  this  yeare, 
Ilumblv  Sheweth. 

ThatW  hereas  wee  make  bold  to  make  this  our  humbell  de- 
seire  and  Request  unto  your  hou''  yett  we  hope  you  will  par- 
don our  Coldness  In  so  doing  and  that  your  hon"  would  Con- 
sider our  sad  vSurcomstances  that  wee  live  under  by  living  In  a 
fronteer  town  and  so  small  a  town  and  so  Exposed  to  y*"  Indian 
Enemy  and  our  Rates  are  so  hevey  upon  us  that  we  cannot  tell 
how  to  pav  it,  therefor  we  humbly  pray  your  honnours  to  Con- 
sider us  and  to  medigatt  sumthing  of  our  provence  Rates  & 
mav  it  please  vour  hon'^  wee  have  Latly  lost  Sundrey  men  of 
Considerable  Estates  In  our  town  some  by  the  Enemy  and  some 
bv  vSixness  whare  b}'  we  are  the  more  unabell  to  pay  so  much 
as  we  have  done  and  we  are  so  much  y''  more  weker  as  to  men 
In  our  o-oing  out  to  our  worke  dayly  and  we  are  so  Exposed  to 
danger  of  v""  enemy  dayly,  that  wee  hope  In  your  wisdom  you 
wilf Consider  us  as  to  the  thing  wee  pray  to  your  hon'-  for  and 
likewise  that  wee  might  not  have  any  of  our  men  Impressed 
from  us  be  cause  we  Lay  so  Exposed  to  y'  Enemys  and  Every 
day  whare  ever  wee  goe  to  work  we  are  as  it  ware  upon  duty. 
All  this  things  Considered  by  your  honnours  If  your  hon"' 
see  cause  to  help  us  as  to  those  things  above  mentioned  wee 
shall  Return  your  hon'^  Humbell  thanks  as  in  duty  we  are 
bound  & 


Kingstown  May 

y*^  17'  I7-5-' 


Joseph  Fifield         "^j 
Ebenezf.u  Stevens  |    Selectmen 
Tristram  Sanborn   |-  for 

Joseph  Grele  |   Kingstown 

Joseph  Sleeper         J 


Petition  Jor  a  totvnskip. 
Wee   the  subscribers  of  Kingstown    haveing  gone   through 
many  difficulties  &  Great  &  Long  k  Tedious  Wars  iSi  ver>-  Ex- 
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pensive  >S:  trouble  some,  so  great  that  the  crrentest  part  of  the 
inhiibitiints  of  our  Town  \Aere  forced  to  sell  tlieir  lands  to  sup- 
port tiieir  families — But  throuj^h  the  goodness  of  God  we  are 
yet  prescr\-'d  &  much  Increased  &  ha\c  many  sons  to  settle  in. 
the  world  we  have  not  land  for  them  because  our  inheritances 
are  in  y''  hands  of  strangers,  &;  inasmuch  as  v'  neighbouring 
towns  about  us  have  had  a  considerable  priviledge  by  their 
new  township  to  them  granted  woe  also  desire  an  Inheritance 
among  our  Brethren  &  Therefore  present  our  Humble  Request 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  &  Council!  &  for  a  Town  ship 
as  followeth.  beginning  att  Ammoskeag  I'^alls  &  to  extend  five 
miles  up  the  River  «!t  five  miles  down  y"  River  &  Ten  miles 
wide  five  on  each  side  &  in  so  doing  y'^  Honn''  will  very  much 
oblige  us  his  Majestvs  subjects. 

Mr  Ward  Clark  Flijah  Blasde! 

Ebenezer  Stevens  Saniuei  Beun,  Jr 

Capt  Jonathan  Sanborn  Moses  Rowel 

John  Fifield  Thomas  Webster,  Jr 

Joseph  Fifield  Willinm  Bussei 

Moses  Elkins  John  Webster  Jr 

Joseph  Clough  •  Cornelius  Cloiigh 

Ebene/er  Webster  Thomas  Dente 

Jusepii  Grele  Elias  Renas 

Samuel  Tucker  Benjamin  Webster 

Benjamin  French  Samuel  Judkins 

Jeremy  Webster  Joseph  Sleeper 

John  Darlin  Jonathan  Chote 

Phinehas  Batchelder  Samue!  Webster 

Samuel  Welch  Samuel  Colcord 

Ichabod  Clough  Aaron  Sleeper,  Jr 

Ebenez'  Eastman  Isaac  Griffin 

Joseph  Eastinan  Benjamin   Sweat 

Thorn'  Eastman  Benjamin  Eastman 

Elisha  Sweat  Samuel  Sanborn 

Ebene:-:    Collins  John  Gilh-nan 

Theophiius  Clough  Enos  Johnson 

Ebenezer  Sleeper  Jonathan  Sanborn,    |r 

Richard  CHtibrd  John  Huntoon 

Benjamin  Wadleigh  Samuel  Fineld 

Samuel  Robie  Thorna-  George 

Nathan  Batchelder  Andrew  Webster 

Elisha  Windslow  Joseph  Young,    fr 

John  Ladd  Daniel  Ladd 

John  Webster  Ter'  Samuel  Emmins 

Ralph  Blasdel  Philip   Hoyt 

John  Young  Daniel  Blasdell 

Samuel  Lock  John  Carter 

Jacob  Merril  Samuel  Eastman 

Theophiius  Grirlin  John  Osillaway 

Joseph.  \'oung  Nathanael  French 

Joseph  (jcan  Isaac  Griffin 
Jeremiah  Quiinbee 
7  ber  y*  ii-^  1730- 
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Another  Pctitio7i  for  a   To-ifiship. 
Tu  Mis    Excollcv   [oiiarhan   Belcher  Esq.  Capt    Generall    and 

C:>mmaiulcr   iu'Cheif  in   and  over  his  .\Iaj    ^   Province  of 

New  Hampshire    in  New  England  and    to   the   Hon    '     His 

Maj   '    C<-'unciH  for  s''  Province. 

The  Humble  petition  of  the  Inhabitant^  of  the  Town  of 
Kinfstown  in  said  Province  whose  names  are  annexed  here- 
unto in  a  Schedule  bv  their  Order  most  humbly  sheweth. 

That  vour  petitioners  haveiiig  thro'  Great  Expence  and 
many  Difficulties  Subsisted  &  held  their  Towns  Possession  in 
a  Lon^  and  Tedious  warr  with  the  Indian  enemy  yet  a  great 
manv  of  tliern  to  subsist  themselves  and  families  hath  been 
Obliged  to  sell  v"  greatest  part  of  their  Lands  and  some  their 
Stocks  of  Cattle,  and  haveing  many  Children  now  Grown  up 
and  i'ltt  >ogooi;t  :n\ii  setle  for  themselves  and  many  more  grow- 
ing up  ;  That  will  want  the  like  setlem"  and  your  Petitioners 
the  antient  Inhabitants  what  with  the  sale  they  were  obliged 
&  necessitated  to  make  as  attbresaid,  and  the  Incroachments  of 
the  Province  of  Mass'  on  them,  they  have  not  any  Lands  to 
setle  their  Ciiildren  on  or  scarcely" to  Subsist  their  families 
Thev  therefor  most  humbly  pray  that  as  most  ot  y"  Towns  m 
this  province  have  had  grants  of  Townships  to  them  and  none 
as  vet  g!  anted  to  v '  Petitioners  that  may  have  a  Grant  of  a  Tract 
of  Land  at  Am.isceaug  of  about  Eight  Miles  Square  (or  as  y' 
Excellcie  »i:  hon  shall  see  most  meet)  and  y  Petitioners  shall 
as  in  dutv  bound  Ever  pray. 

Ebenezer  Stevens,  by  order. 

Read  and  Suspended  till  next  session 
R.  \V.  Secry. 


Petition  of  East  Parish  about  division  of  lines. 

To    His    Excellency   Jonathan    Belcher  Esq.  Capt.    Gen  ^  & 

Governor  in  cheife  m  »S:  over  his  majesties  Province  of  New 

Hamp'  in   New  England   and   to   the    Hon    "   his  Majesties 

Council  cS:  Representatives  in  Q^w     Court   assembled  Jan. 

y'  3 1"  173^-4^- 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  (a  Committee  Represent- 
ng  the  East  parish  in  Kingstown)  Humbly  sheweth. 

Whereas  it  hath  graciously  pleas'd  this  great  &  Gen  Court 
to  set  ofl"  sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Easterly  part  of 
Kingstown  in  s-  Province  themselves,  Their  families  i  estates 
to  be  a  distinct  Parish  from  the  Town  for  which  great  Good- 
ness we  return  our  tlumble  &  hearty  thanks.  But  yet  findmg 
many  ditlkulties  ^t  Inconveniences   in  our  present   State    vi/.  : 
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There  haveing;  been  sundrv  more  Inhabitants  Liveing  among 
our  Inhabitants  who  have  Petitioned  the  town  that  they  mi<;ht 
be  sett  off  to  our  Parish  ;  who  accordingly  granted  their  Re- 
quest &  in  their  capacity  set  them  off  to  us  yet  we  apprehend 
that  we  have  not  sufficient  Power  to  Execute  the  Law  upon 
them  in  case  there  should  be  occasion  for  it  particuhirly  in  re- 
gard of  our  Taxes  :  also  there  are  others  settled  &  a  settling 
amono-  us  who  are  far  more  Convenient  to  us  than  to 
the  town  :  &  again  there  are  considerable  of  Lands  intermixed 
with  ours  which  is  not  inhabited  &:  belongs  chiefly  to  out 
Town  men,  which  we  have  no  power  to  Rate  ;  further  when 
any  persons  come  to  settle  as  Tenants  upon  the  Lands  so  inter- 
mixed as  above  s'  which  may  be  Likely  to  be  a  publick 
charge,  &  so  mav  in  time  be  a  great  Burthen  to  your  s'^  Par- 
ish, we  have  no  power  to  warn  tliem  ot^'  or  Restrain  them  un- 
der these  &  other  ditTiculties.  which  your  Excellency  &  Hon" 
in  vour  wisdom  mav  discover:  Wee  now  again  Humbly  apply 
ourselves  to  your  Excellency  &  Hon-  praying  that  ^you  will 
be  pleased  to  perfect  tliat  which  yet  concerneth  our  full  settle- 
ment &  sure  establishment  bv  fixing  some  line  of  division  be- 
tweesi  our  s  parish  .^t  the  Town  of  Kingstown  according  to 
vour  gi-eat  Wisdom  Sc  Goodness  i^  Justice.  Respecting  both 
us  Sc  our  Brethren  ^^  friends  in  the  tov/n. 

And  so  shall  wee  as  in  dutv  Bound  ever  pray. 

Joseph  Grele  Ralph  Blasdel  |  A  com'"'  chosen  to 

William  Bovnton  Jeremy  Webster  [  F<.epresent  the 
Nathan  Bachelder  Benjamin  Morrill  I  East  Parish  in 
John  Webster  j       Kingstown 

In  the  House  of  Representatives 
Feb.  :  '  1739-40 
The  within  petition  Re.id  and  Voted   Th.at  the  Petitioners  serve  the 
selectmen  of  the  ^^'est  part  of  Kin-stown  with  a  copy  of  the  petition. 
at  the  petitioners  charge  ^  that  they  appeare   to  be   he.ard   the   twelfth 
of  v-  Curr'  to  Shew  Cau^e  why  the"Pra_ver  of  the   Petition  may  not  be 

granted 

James  JefFry  Clr.  Assni. 

In  Coun.  Feb  6"-  1739-40 
Read  and  concurrd. 

Rich'  Waldron,  Secry 

Feb.  6'''  1739-40. 

I  assent  to  the  above  Votes  J-  Belcher. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb^  13''  A  D.  1739-40 

The  within  Petition  read,  and  the  parties  heard  by  their  Council  and 
the  House  Havins  considered  thereof,  Voted,  That  Mr  Thomas  Packer 
Sc  Capt  Edward  Hall  be  a  committee  of  this  House  to  Joyn  with  Such 
as  the  Hon'''-  the  Council  shall  appoint  to  go  &  view  Boath  parts  of 
the  Town  of  Kin'^^>town,  Tn  the  recess  of  the  assembly  and  according 
to  the  best  of  their  Judscm'  to  be  where  it  will  be  most  convenient  for 
a  Line  between  the  Easterly  pish  .^:  the  old  pish  (or  westerly  part  of 
the  s''  Town)  mav  be  made'tiie  .-aid  Comniittee  to  make  their  return  to 
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the  Gen''  Ass'''  the  third  day  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen"  Assembly 
Sc  y*-  the  petition'"  puy  the  whole  charge. 

James  JelTry,  Clr.  Ass-" 

In  Coun.  Feb.  15"'  1739-40. 

Read  and  concurrd  cS:  R.  Waidron  and  Eph"   Dennet  Esq.   appointed 
to  Joyn  in  the  service  above. 

Rich'  Waidron.  Secry 
5ame  day  Assented  to 

J.  Belchkk. 


Rcmofisfraiice  against  a  7ieiv  Parish. 
To  his  Excellciic\'  Jonathan  Belcher  p]sq.  Captain  General 
&  Governor  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  ^lajesties  Province  of 
.New  fiampshire  the  Honourable  his  ^lajesties  Council  & 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled. 
The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  a  Committee  for 
the  first  Parish'in  Kingston.  Humbly  sheweth 

Whereas  at  the  Last  session  of  tlie  Hon''*^  Court  a  number 
of  the  InhabitaTits  of  the  Iilast  part  of  Kingston  die!  prefer  a 
Petition  to  the  hon''  '  House  signifying  their  willingness  and 
ability  to  support  the  ministry  and  a  school  A:  here  upon  were 
set  off  their  families  Persoiis  &  estates  as  a  distinct  Parish 
Notwithstanding  they  were  gratified  in  this  thir  Request  they 
have  been  Incessiant  in  their  Demand  upon  the  First  Parish 
Particular  to  run  a  line  Between  the  Two  meeting  houses 
which  wc  understand  bv  their  explanation  of  themselves  could 
be  no  other  way  adjusted  than  bv  taking  The  Half  Distances 
Between  the  two  said  ^Meeting  Houses  on  the  Salisbury 
Rhode  thence  running  due  north  to  Exeter  Line  and  South  to 
Almsburv  Roiuids  And  to  add  thirteeti  men  to  th.eir  number 
But  conscious  of  our  poverty  and  Exposed  situation  we  let 
them  know  that  we  apprehended  their  Demands  were  very 
unreasonable  inasmuch  as  we  had  many  more  Poor  Persons 
amongst  us  then  were  with  them  who  had  bin  Impoverished 
by  the  warrs.  Haveing  bin  obliged  to  sell  the  best  of  their 
Lands  to  their  fathers  in  their  Extremitv  for  very  small  con- 
sideration To  suppf  rt  their  tamilys  and  we  liave  had  great 
Rumours  of  a  war  and  are  very  much  Exposed  and  must 
be  obliged  to  keep  Garrisons  which  besides  the  Exposing  of 
our  Lives  and  fortunes  would  be  to  us  the  loss  of  Each  mens 
Labours  one  Dav  in  a  week  Nearly  which  would  Something 
Exeed  Their  Parish  rates  Besides  the  charges  of  supporting 
the  ministrv  in  our  own  Parisli. 

Nevertheless  we  otired  tliem  vSutch  a  line  as  would  circum- 
scribe their  Estates  with  the  Estates  of  the  thirteen  above 
mentioned    and  all   the   Vacant   lands   intermixed   with    theirs 


440  NEW  trAMl'SIirRK 

which  upon  their  request  we  have  set  oft"  to  the  said  East  Par- 
ish. This  ;j;-vant  we  have  made  them  in  hopes  they  would 
have  hecn  Easy  tho  wc  are  fully  sencible  that  tlieir  mi'ijlit  be 
named  some  one  farm  in  their  Parisii  of"  Greater  Income  than 
some  twent\'  liviu'^s  a'n.)n;:^st  us..  If  we  speak  of  the  petition 
now  King' bef )re  \oiu"  l.Vvcellv  And  Hon  we  a|)prehend  v  we 
ought  to  Expose  their  Desi^;ns  i'h>  not  Exprest  for  a  line  to 
Incompass  their  estates  we  do  -^.nt  oppose  but  Should  be  free 
to  settle  Imcdiatelv  lv:  ^vould  have  done  it  witliout  trouble  to 
the  Hon  Legislature  But  to  liave  Persons  and  famiiys  torn 
of  from  us  or  mens  Estates  torn  to  Peices  and  divided  meerly 
to  gratifv  their  unreasonable  restless  &  insatiable  desires  is  all 
that  we  would  humblv  Remonstrate  against  and'  Earnestly  Re- 
quest your  Excell  i'  Hon  ~  in  yoL;r  Great  wisdc^n  and  com- 
passion prevent  .S:  fix  such  a  line  Between  us  as  shall  incom- 
pass their  estates  and  leave  ours  intire  Ui  this  first  parisii  and 
your  humljle  Pettioner^  shall  ever  Pray,  Jicc. 

Simeon  Brown  ] 
John  Swatt  j 

Moses  Sleeoer    ,  ,-. 

T         u  T:>•<^^l     ,  Lommittee 

Joseph  r  itield 

Xath    Smith 

Tho'  Webster    J 

A  leaqe!  meetino'  held  hv  .ij;;rnnient  y  j6''-  day  of  October  voted  that 
tho>e  men  her  under  writen  both  thay  tV  theire  Estates  shaU   be  set  of 
to  the  east  Parish  in  this  town  to  pay  both  ther  town   rate  minister  6c 
school  Rate  there  which  beirr^^  according-  to   there  own    petition   Os:   de 
sire. 

Joseph  Bean  Ralph  Blasde!.  Jr 

Obadiah  Elkins  '  Henry  Baijely 

Raloli  Ria^del  scner  Jeremiah  Ctirier 

yohn  Grilien  William  Stevens 

fohn  Firield  Ebenezer  Blasdel 

Tho  Grihen    ]r.  Edward  Pi-e<cnt 

Joseph  Sawyer 
This  is  a  true  copv  taken  out  of  Kin'^'^town  book  a^^  ates  by  me 

Tri>train  Sanborn 
town  clerk  tor  Kingstown. 

.\  Leagel  anual  town  meeting  held   in   King>tcwn   march  y  fi'*"  1739 
I'y  Lei'tenant  Jolm  Sweet  was  chosen  moderator  tor  that  meeting. 
4'ylt  was  put  to  voate  to  see  whe.ither  they  wod  set  ot"  the  Est  parish 
of  s'*  town  by  a  line  and  it  went  in  the  negative 

This  is  a  true  copy  Taken  out  of   Kingstown    Book  of  reacords  as 
atest  b_v  me, 

Tristram  Sanborn, 
Town  clerk  for  Kingstown 

To  Samuel  Winslow  Jedidiah  Philbrick  X  John  Huntoon  Selectmen  : 

Kingstown  Septemb'  the  c"  1740. 
Whereas  the  Gen''  Ashembly  of  this  province   have  stated  ii  Settled 
he  Boundary  between  the  Parishes  in  thi»  town  establishing   iIS.:   fixing 
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the  persons  &  their  estates  or  parts  of  their  Estates,  whose  Estates  or 
part  of  them  fall  to  the  East  of  s'  Bouiularv  to  tlie  fust  Parish  I'rovid- 
ing  the\  shall  within  one  n;onth  Give  under  their  hand.s  to  the  select- 
men their  desire  to  remain  with  the  s^  first  parish. 

These  are  to  Certilie  you  the  Select  men  that  its  our  desire  ^  design 
to  be  accounteci  of  cV  do  dutv  and  Enjoy  priviledLje  in  s''  first  Parish  as 
witness  our  hands. 

John  Swett  Benj'  Judkins 

Tristram  Sanborn          •  Moses  Sleeper 

his  Benjamin  Sleeper 

William  X  Buswell  Joseph  Clifford 

mark  Jonathan  Sleeper 

Cornelius  Clough  Samuel  French 

William  Long-  hi.-> 

Simon  Frer.ch  John  x  Moodey 

Samuel  Eastman  mark 

Ebenezer  Eastman  Thomas  .Sleeper 

Isaac  Clifford  Nathaniel  Smith 

Elinha  Sv,ett  Joseph  Young 

Peter  Sanborn  N'athanael  French,  Jr 

fidediah  Philbrick  Samuel  Fifield 

Abraham  Sanborn  Jonathan  Sanborn 

Ebenezer  Stevens,  Jr  Benjamin  ^^agoon 

William  Buswell.  Ir  Beniamin  Stevens 

his  David  French 

Philip  X  ?roodey  John  Sleeper 

mark  Samuel  Judkins 

Jonathan  Blake  John  Jud'^ins 

Richard  Long  Tristram  Sanborn  Tert. 

Henjamin  Clough 

his 

Ely  X  Bedy 

mark 

This  is  a  True  Copy  a>  witness  our  hands. 

September  \-  26"  1740  i  j  j-   u  di  -lu  •  '    )  Selectmen 

^  -  '^  ledediah  PhilbncK  ,. 

John   Huntoon  1    ,.. 

•'  J    Kingston 

A  true  Copie  ot'  the 

pre  mentioned  Copie.     Attest  Jeremy  Webster 

Just  of  Peace. 


Petition,  of  ycdidia/i  Philbrick  for  partition  of  real  estate. 

To  His  Excellency  Renning  Wentvvorth  Esq.  Governor  & 
Command"  in  Chief  in  &  over  His  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  The  Hon''''  His  Majestys  Council  &  House 
of    Representatives   in   Gen     Assembly    Convened   Dec.  i*' 

The  Humble  petition  of  Jedidiah  Philbrick  of  Kingstown  in 

5'*   Province  as  A'-^ent   or   xVttornev  for   Mary  Sewall    widow, 

.Jonathan    Bradlev   &    Susanna  his  wife  &    Samuel    Bradley  & 

Mary  his  wife  &  Josiah  Foulsam.  Shews.  That  Tohn  Foulsam 

Late  of  Exeter  in  -aid    Province   Yjonian   Deceased    Died  In- 
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testate  Siezed  of  a  Considerable  Estate  (the  admin istrat'  of 
\v"''  was  Granted  to  the  s '  Mary  Sevvall  being  then  the  widow 
Relict  of  the  s'-  deceased)  &  left  issue  the  said  Susanna,  Mary, 
Josiah,  &  anotlier  Child  since  Deceased.  That  three  of  the 
said  Children  were  young  when  their  said  father  died  &.  the  s'^ 
Josiah  was  born  after  wards  the  bringing  up  of  whicli  cliildren 
&.  the  Debts  Due  from  the  s'  Dec'  with  sickness  funeral 
Charges  &  other  necessary  Expenses  Call'd  for  most  if  not  all 
the  personal  Estate  But  so  it  happens  that  the  said  Adm''  is  not 
able  to  Render  any  Certain  acco'  of  her  Administra''  Especially 
as  it  is  near  twenty  years  since  it  was  Granted.  That  by  her 
Industry  &;  Labour  she  has  preserved  the  Real  Estate  which 
now  Remains  to  be  divided  &  which  all  parties  are  desirous  to 
have  done  but  as  v""  said  Josiah  is  not  of  full  age  it  cant  be 
done  Effectually  by  their  agreement  and  the  Court  of  Probate 
is  of  opinion  that  ifcant  be  Legally  done  by  the  Authority  of 
that  Court  because  by  Law  an  ace'-  must  be  Rendered  before 
Distribution  can  be  made  fortis  the  Surplus  only  that  is  to  be  Di- 
vided. Besides  tisalso  a  Doubt  whether  that  court  can  Inter- 
meddle after  adrainistra'^  has  been  so  Long  granted  wherefore 
to  Remedy  all  which  your  Petitioner  in  behalf  of  his  Constit- 
uents Hurnblv  pravs  that  a  Special  Act  may  be  passed  Author- 
izing Some  inditierent  persons  to  make  a  compleat  &  final  Par- 
tition of  the  said  Real  estate  Among  the  said  Interested  par- 
ties and  to  order  that  the  same  so  made  be  Recorded  in  some 
of  the  Public  Records  and  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound 
shall  Ever  Pray  Sec. 

Jedediah  Philbrick. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  X"'"  the  first  1743.  The  within  Pe- 
tition Read  and  Voted  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  "granted  and 
that  Messrs  Beni'  Thing  Capt  Daniell  Oilman  ^:  Levt  John  Gillman  be 
a  CoQiittee  to  make  Division  cf  said  Estate  according  to  Law  and  that 
the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly 

James  Jeffrey  Ch.  Ass"' 
December  2"^  1743- 

In  Council,  Read  ^i:  Concurrd. 

Theod.  Atkinson  .Secry. 
Eodem  Die 

Assented  to  B.  Wentworth. 


Petition  for  a  further  kearifig  on  Haverhill  petition  for  a 
new  Parish. 

To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth   Esq.  Governor  and 
Commander  in  chief  of  his  Majestys  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire in  Council. 
The  Petition  of  Eben'  Stevens  &  Jedediah  Philbrick  Agents 
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for  the  Town  of  Kingstown  in  the  Province  aforesaid,  Humhlv 
shews. 

That  in  Consideration  of  a  Petition  now  laying  before  your 
Excellency  and  the  Hon'  His  Majestys  Council  for  a  Parish 
in  the  Western  part  of  Kingston,  and  an  Appeal  now  Depend- 
ing for  want  of  a  Competent  Qiiorum  of  his  Majestvs  Coun- 
cil to  hear  the  same  together  with  some  other  Essential  papers 
which  we  are  not  prox'ided  with,  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray 
that  a  further  Day  may  be  appointed  for  the  Town  of  Kings- 
ton to  Shew  Cause  why  the  Petition  of  Richard  Hazzen,  and 
others  for  a  Gi^ant  of  Incorporation  in  the  District  of  Haver- 
hill so  called  may  not  be  Granted,  and  your  Petitioners  as  in 
Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  Prav. 

Eben'  Stevens 
Jed"  Philbrick 

Portsmouth  February  12     1746. 

February  7'''  1746  then  Sirvaid  the  Parrish  granted  by  Kinjjstown  at 
the  West  End  adjoining  upon  Chester  and  Londonderry  Agreement 
Line  and  find  it  upon  s^'  Line  three  miles  and  a  halt  and  one  hundred 
and  ten  Rods  ;  and  three  miles  upon  the  East  and  by  South  poynt  at 
the  End  agreeable  to  Said  grant. 

Sirvid  by  me.  Sam."  Emerson,  .Sirvaior. 

[See  plan  of  West  Pari'^h  ^et  off  from  Kingston  7'"  February,  1746, 
in  MS.  Vol.  I\'..  pp.  34,  35.      f^D.] 


Petition  relatiiig  to  the  Basford  land  grant. 

D       .           ,-  ^  To  his  E.xcellencv  Benning  Wentworth   Esq. 

Provmce  ot  I       n     u    1^     w    r-'                   p     r^               3       • 

T.^        TT         .  ■      Capt    ijeix^    (jovernour    &    Commander   in 

JNew  Hamp  ^    ,  .                        1  •    at   •     ^  '    d       •            c 

■^  Cheir  ui  and  over  his  Majesty  s  Province  ot 

New  Hanipsliire  and  to  the  hon'-''  his  Majestys  Council  and 

the   hon'-     house   of   Representatives    in    Gen'    Court   Con- 

ven'd. 

Humbly  Shews  the  Proprietors  of  the  Common  and  unde- 
vided  Land  in  the  Township  of  Kingston  in  said  Province 
that  one  James  Basford  of  Chester  in  s '  Province  }  eoman  pre- 
tending to  have  a  right  to  lands  in  the  s'  town  of  Kingston 
hath  procur'd  several  persons  of  Chester  afores  who  stile 
themselves  Lott  lavers  to  make  two  several  returns  of  lands  in 
Kingston  afores  •  to  him  the  s'  James  Bassford  one  of  which 
returns  is  said  to  be  dated  v'  19"'  of  sept  1733.  and  the  other 
the  27'''  of  Sept'  1733.  in  botli  s'  returns  are  contain'd  two 
hundred  and  fort\"  acres  ot  Land  which  land  is  the  right  and 
property  of  your  petitioners  and  for  whicli  the  s'  James  Bass- 
ford  hath  no  LawfuU  right  or  grant  neither  had  the  Lott  lay- 
ers anv  Lawfuil  authority  to  lav  out  thes'  Land  and  they  did 
the  same  without  acquainting   voilr   petitioners   or  any  of  the 


I 

1  444  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Proprietors  therewitii.  And  at   his  Maj'^''^''  Superiour  Court  of 
Judicature  liolfl  at  Pcn'tsmoath  within  ti  for  the  I^rovince  afore 
s'*  on  the  tirst  tuesduy  of  Aug-ust  hist  past   the    s    Jame?    Bass- 
ford  obtaiiid  an  order  for   a  pereinptoi-y  mandamus  wlhcii  ac- 
corchn^^Iv  Issiu'^d  from   the  cierl<  of  a'  court  dated  Au'^ust  15'" 
;         ^746  directed  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  Kin^j^ston  for  the  time  be- 
\         ing,  requiring  him  in  his  Maj'    '  name  forthwith  t(i  Enter  t^  Re- 
I         cord  thes''  retin-ns  in  the  record  of  s''Tovvn  witii  the  other  returns 
.:         of  the  laving  out  'A   Land  in  the  s"^  Town,  in  t:.e  same  manner 
as  other  returns  are  enter'd  and   recorded,    being  presented  to 
him  by  the  s'   James  or  anv  other  person  for   hiai   paving  the 
Legal  fees  for  tiie  same   and  the    said   Town    clerk    is   therein 
also  required  t-^  make    return    of  s'^   mandamus    lv    his    doings 
:•         therein  unto  rhe  s^  Court  on  the  hrst  tucsda\'  in  Feijruarv   next 
I         at    his   peril.    Bv   which    mandamus   if  observed   b\'   s'   Town 
;         clerk  your  Petitioners  humblv  conceive  thev  vvil  he  greativ  lu- 
f        jur'd  in  ttieir  Right  to  Jv;  Interest    in  the  Land  mentioned  in  s'* 
\         return,  (uameK  )  bv  s'    returns  being    recorded    in   \our   peti- 
I         tioners  hook  of  records  against  vour  petitioners  leave  or  Con- 
I        sent,  the  said  James  being  neither  Inhabitant   of  the   s''   Town 
i         nor  hath  he  anv  legal  rigiit  to  the  lanil  mention'd   in  s'^  returns 
1        as    proprietor    ur   ocher   wais   to   vour   petitioners    knowledge 
wherefore  th.e  s'  Tames  Bassford  m.oving  s'  Superiour  Court  for 
a  mandamus  to  tne  cierk   to  record  said  returns  before    a   trval 
at  the  Common  Law  to  Establish  his  right  to   the    lands  men- 
tion'd in  s''  return  if  he  had   anv  as  also   s'    Superiour  Courts 
Issuing  s*^  ma:idamns  without  notifying  the   Proprietors   of  s'"' 
:       Kingston  of  s-   motion  to  be    heard   thereon   and   shew    cause 
'       why  s'^  motion  should  not  be  granted  your   Petitioners  humbly 
conceive   to    be   unir.esidental    as  also   very  injurious   to  your 
petitioners  and  the  example   hereof  may  be  the  like   injurious 
to  the  Propiiet'.'rs  01  tiie  other  towns   in   this   Province   unless 
your  Excellencv  and  hon     interpose  herein  :     Wherefore  your 
Petitioners  most  humblv  prav  that  vour   Excellency  and  hon'"' 
will  interpose  herein  and  order  that  the  s'  mandamus    may  be 
stay'd   and   all  proceedings  thereon   until!  s"  James   if  he  sees 
fit  make  it  appear  by  a  tryai  at  the  Common  Law  thac  he  hath 
a  right  to  the  land  mention'd  in  the  said    returns  and  that  your 
Petitioners  may  have  opportimity  to  detend  their  Just  rights  in 
a  due  Course  of  Law  and  not  to  have  s    unlawful  returns  en- 
tred  and  recorded  in  vour  petitioners  book   of  records  or  other 
wais  grant  vo    Petittioners  Such  relief  in  the  Premises  as  your 
Excellency  &  hon     in    vour  great   wisdom  shall  see  meet   and 
your  Petition''  as  in  Dutr>-  bound  shall  ever  pray. 
December  4      i  746. 
John  Sweett  William  Long 

Benjamin  Cheat  Xathanael  French 
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Josepli  YoutiL;'  Stephen  Oilman 

Joseph  Fificid  Benjamin  Ea-tman 

Corneliii'i  Clou>;h  Paul  Sanborn 

Simon  I'^rencFi  Thomas  Elkin> 

Samuel  Fifield  Tristram  Sanborn.  Jr. 

Joel  Juclkin?  Daniel  Lad 

Samuel  Sleeper  John  Hunton 

John  Judkins  Phillip  Iluntoon.  jun 

Tristram  Sanborn  Samuell  Webster 

Moses  Sleeper  Joseph  Fellows 

Benjatnin  Sleeper  yohr  Fifield  Jr 

Thomas  Sleeper  Benjamin  Webster 

John  Sweett  Jr  Ebenezer  .Stevens.  Jr 

Samuel  Sanborn  Sam''  Scribner 

Elisha  Sweet  Nathan  Bachelder 

Sam'  ^^'inslo  Elisha  W'inslee 

Sam'  Colcord  Jonathan   .Sanborn 

Nathan  Swett  "Daniel  Oilman 

Benjamin  Swett  Jacob  Oilman 

Samuel  Eastman  Isaac ? 

William  Loverin  Joseph  Elkins 

John  Young  John  Oilman. 
In  Councell  Portsm'  Sep'  y*"  4'''  1746. 
Read  ,.^'  Sent  down  to  the  Ilouse. 

R.  Wibird,  pro.  Secrv. 

In  Council  December  5^''  1746. 

Read  again  i:  revived  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hou.se. 

Theod'  Atkinson  Secrv. 


Province  ot'       I  At  a  Legall  meeting  oi'  the   Inhabitants  Sc  free  hold- 
New  Hampshire  j"      ers  of  Kingstown    held  the  Twenty  fourth  of  Sep- 
tember 1746.  firstly  Leiut  John  Sweat  was  Chosen 
Moderator  for  that  meeting 
z^'y  Voced  that  we  do  hereby  as  far  as  in  us  lyeth^etoti' 
NToses Tucker  Israel  Huse 

John  Straw  James  Huse 

Jonathan  Colbee  James  Graves 

Daniel  Hibard  [ohn  Bond 

Daniel  Kid  Jacob  Wells 

fr.cob  Gurdev  Meshech  Gurdey 

'David  Straw"  John  Straw  Jr 

Reuben  Clough  W'ilHam  Straw 

Israel  Huse  Jr.  Pliillips  Wc\U 

John  Pres>ev  Jacob  Tucker 

"Benjamin  Tucker  "Joseph  Dow 

Tohn  IIoLjg  i  Orlando  Colby 

Of  Kingstown  abovesaid  with  a  Certain  Tract  of  Land  in  said  Town 
for  a  distinct  Pariah  or  precinct,  bounded  as  tbllowetli  Viz'  Be^rinning 
at  the  Beech  Tree  which  is  the  Dividing  boundary  between  London- 
derry i^  Che-.ler  -^aidTree  standing  on  the  West  Line  of  said  Kingston 
andVunning  Southerly  on  said  Kingston  said  line  a>  heretofore  setled 
betiveen  said  Londonderry  «ii:  said  Kingston  to  the  Island  Pond  (so 
called)  Then  running  Easterly  South  Three  miles  then  Northerly  till  a 
North    X    bv  sVesr   Course   will    Strike    said    King-^ton    Line  (where   it 
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crosses  the  mill  brook  so  called)  as  heretofore  setled  between  s**  Kings- 
ton (S;  said  Chester  and  from  thence  Viz.  where  said  line  crosses  s''  mil! 
brook  to  run  Southerly  on  said  line  to  the  Beech  tree  first  mentioned. 
This  is  a  true  Copy  taken  out  of  Kingston  Book  of  records 

Attest  Jed"  Philbrick,  town  Clerk. 


Petition  of  persons  in    the   xvesterly  part  of  Kingston  for 

ioivn  privileges. 
To  His  Excellency  Beuniiig-  Wentworth   Esq.  Capt.  Generall, 

Governour  and  Conmiandcr  in  Cliief  in  it  over  his  Alajebtys 

Province  of  Xew  Hampsiiire  and  to  tiie   hon"'''  his  ^Nlajestvs 

Council  of  s''-  Province. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  Westerly  parts  of  the  Town  of  Kingston  in  s"'  Province, 
Humbly  Shews.  That  your  Petitioners  living  so  remote 
from  the  meeting  h.ouse  in  s''  town  are  not  able  to  attend  the 
publick  Worship  thert  un  the  Sabbath  and  also  by  reason  of 
the  distance  we  live  from  the  Town  our  other  duties  <^  Services 
have  been  for  a  long  time  past  attended  with  great  charge 
trouble  and  difficulty  and  we  having  represented  the  same  to 
the  s**  town  they  have  at  rheir  late  legal  meeting  sett  us  off  as 
farr  as  in  them  lay  as  a  distinct  Parish  with  land  suitable  for 
the  same  as  by  the  \'otes  of  s"  Town  herewith  presented  will 
fully  &  plainly  appear.  Wherefore  your  Petitioners  most  humbly 
pray  your  ENxeliency  »i;  hon"  will  be  pleased  to  Confirm  the 
votes  of  s"'  Town  by  Incorporating  us  &  all  others  that  do  or 
shall  inhabit  or  dwell  within  the  Limits  oi  the  land  so  sett  off 
by  the  Town  into  a  Parish  and  that  we  may  have  all  such  priv- 
iledges  as  other  parishes  have  both  for  the  setting  up  and  main- 
tainiug  the  publick  Worship  of  God  and  all  other  duties  &  ser- 
vices appertaining  to  a  Parish.  And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray. 


Dated  Sep'  zb  ■'■ 
Mose-  Tucker 
James  Huse 
Israel  Huse 
James  Graves 
Thomas  Wells 
Israel  Pluse.  Jr 
Joh.'i  Moosf 
John  Fiond 
Josep'n  Dow 
Philip  Wells 
Daniel  Hebberd 
Jonathan  Colby 
William  Straw 


1746. 


Daniell  Kid 
Orlando  Colby 
Paul  Chase 
Benjamin  Tucker 
Jacob  Tucker 
John  Pressey 
Rolen  Clough 
John  Straw 
Jacob  Wells 
Jacob  Gordy 
Mesheck  Gordy 
Davcd  Straw 
John  Straw  Jr. 
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Petitio7i  for  a  Justice  oj  the  Peace. 
To  His  Excellencv  Benning  Wentwortli   Esq.  Govcniour  and 
Commander   in    Chief  of   His   Majestys   Province   of   New- 
Hampshire. 

The  Petition  of  His  Majestys  subjects  in  Kinii;ston, 
HumbI}"  sheweth.  That  having  long  Experienc'd  the  good 
EiTects  of  the  administration  of  the  Civil  Authority  bv  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  as  that  office  was  used  among  its  by  the 
Hon'''^  Ebenezer  Stevens  Esq.  deceas'd  ;  since  the  death  of 
that  ven.'  worthy  &  good  Gentleman,  we  are  more  Sensible  of 
our  obligations  to  your  Excellency  for  Establishing  such 
authority  among  us  ;  &  aftected  with  our  Present  disadvan- 
tageous &  uncomfortable  State,  for  want  of  such  Authority 
here  :  to  prevent  disorders,  acknowledge  Instruments  of  Con- 
veyance, receive  the  Oaths  of  Town  Officers  &  We  there- 
fore humblv  Entreat  vour  Excellency  to  reestablish  such 
authority  in  this  Place,  and  having  been  advised  that  your  Ex- 
cellency has  condescended  sometimes  to  Enquire  of  leading 
men  in  a  Town  who  is  most  likely  to  support  such  Commis- 
sion witii  Honour,  in  respect  of  the  People.  If  the  Governour 
were  to  honour  us  with  such  demand  we  m.ight  with  humble 
submission  propose  Cap*   Jedidiah  Philbrick. 

And  if  your  Excellencv  \\-ould  further  Indulge  us  we  would, 
but  just  say  :  that  ha\'ing  been  long  disus'd  to  tlie  Inconven- 
iency  of  going  out  of  Town  for  such  officer,  If  your  Excel- 
lency tho't  fit  to  grant  such  a  Favour  before  our  Annual  Town 
meeting  ;  we  should  esteem  it  an  Instance  of  your  great  Con- 
descention  &:  Goodness  to  us.  &  it  would  atTord  this  People  a 
Singular  Satisfaction. 

We  huml:)l\-  beg  your  Excellency's  Pardon  rV)r  the  Freedom, 
which  your  Paternal  Concern  for  the  Peace  &  good  order  of 
all  under  your  Go\'ernment.  Condescending  Goodness  this 
People  entirely  vour  own  and  the  Exigency  oi  our  Present  state, 
has  Encouraged  &  urged  us  to  take.  And  hiunbly  ask  leave 
to  add  tliat.  li  vour  Excellency  shall  grant  such  Commission  to 
such  Person  or  Persons  among  us.  &  in  such  Time  as  in  vour 
great  Wisd')m  you  shall  think  tit,  Your  humble  Petitioners 
shall  ever  pray. 

Kingston  Feb.  1:3'^   1749-50. 

John  FiJield.  Jr  Samuel  Fifield 

Joseph  Eean  Elisha  Winslow 

Sam-  Colcord  William  Calfe 

Benjamin  Stevens  Nathan  Swett 

Paul  Sanborn  Tristram  Sanborn,  Jr 

Elii^ha  Sweet  Joel  Judkins. 


John  Hun  toon 


Little  Harbour  28"'  Feb.  1749. 


Sir: 

You  are  herenv  desired  to  Place  Capt  Philbricks  name   in   the   Com- 
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mission  of  peace  Sl  to  administer  the  Oath  to  him    in  order   to  Qualify 
him  for  his  OJfice. 

Your  hum.  Sctt' 

R.  Wentwokth. 
Coll.  Atkinson. 


Petition  for  soldiers  to  keep  the  Fort. 
Province  of       |  To     his     Excellency    Bennin^^   Wentworth 
New  Hampshire  )       Esq.  Capt  Gen-  &  Govern' &  Commander 
in   Chief  in    and    over    his   Majesties'  of 
New  Flamp'  and  to  the  Hon  '■"•'  his  Majes- 
ties Council  &  House  of  Representatives 
in  Gen'  Court  Assembled. 
The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Hmnblv  shev.'s  that,  whereas 
your  Excellency  &  Hon"    Petitioners  with   our  associates  Pro- 
prietors of  that  Tract  of  land  Called  Maj'  Stevens'  town  in  .s*^ 
Prov.  oiit  of  a  view.  &  Sincere  aim  of  Settling  &  Encreasing 
this  his   Majesties  Governm    &  therebv  to   make  frontier  yet  a 
greater  distance  from  us,  Have  Exerted  ourselves  both  in  cur 
persons  and  Estates  in  Laying  out  our  land  &  in  Building  many 
Good  Houses  to  Inhabit,  c^'j  moveing  up  manv  families  to  dwell 
ia  them  and   also    have   Built    a   goodly  Fort  for  their  Safety  : 
But   the    Indian   Enemy   having   in   the   summer  past  made  a 
Breach   upon    us   &   Captivated   several  of  our  Inhabitants  & 
thereby  lessen"  our  Number  of  Inhabitants  &  discouraged  those 
that  are  left  and  also  discourages  others  from   settling   so  that 
we  under  these  circumstances   must  he  forced  to  move  ofl'  our 
s'^  Inhabitants  &  so  break  up  our  settlements,  &  Demolish  our 
Fort,    which  v.-e    humbly   conceive    nv.w   be  a  damage   to   this 
Governm    Wherefore  we  hiunbly  prav  that  your  Excellency  & 
Hon'"'  would  Consider   our  Case  is:  Grant  us  some  help  of  sol- 
diers to  keep  our  s'  fort  &  keep  our  inhabitants  there  which  we 
humbly  Conceive  mav  be   of  advantage  to  this   Governm'  and 
we  shall  still    Exert  our  selves   in   promoting   &   Encouraging 
additional    settlements    by  Encreasing    our    Inhabitants   on  s*^ 
Tract;  and  so  we  shall  as  in  duty  Bound  Ever  prav  & 
Kingstown  Januavv  the  30"''  day  1755. 

Jeremy  Webster 
Eliska  Sweet 
Sam"  Fifield 
Jacob  Gale 
John  Webster 
In  Council,  Jan.  30  -  1755 
read  &  recommended 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secrv- 
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Petition  of  sundry  persons  to  remain  in  the  old  Parish. 

Province  oi       \  Kingston  February  the  4' '  1760. 

New  llanipsliire  )  To    His   Excellency    Beniiing    Wentvvorth 
Esq.  Captain   General   and   Commander 

in  Cb.ief  of  the  Province   atbre's'',    and   to   the   Hon"'"    His 

Majesties  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 

Assembh"  Convened. 

The  Petition  of  us,  the  Subscribers  inhabitants  of  Kingston, 
Humbly  sheweth,  That 

Whereas  a  Petition  Subscribed  by  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Westerly  Part  of  the  old  Parish  in  said  Town  has  been  pre- 
resented  to  the  General  Court  of  said  province  Praying  for  a  Par- 
ish which  accordingto  the  Limmitts  Petitioned  for  will  include  us 
the  Subscribers  and  vour  Petitioners  knowing  that  in  Country 
towns  every  Person  cannot  be  accommodated  with  a  meeting 
House  at  his  Door  and  that  the  Breaking  into  so  many  small 
Parishes  is  (in  our  Humble  opinion)  so  far  from  being  for  the 
Intrest  of  Religion  (which  is  the  Pretence)  that  it  is  very  much 
injured  bv  it  Bv  the  great  &  needless  charges  that  arise  there- 
by, and  it  is  very  unreasonable  (as  wee  think)  for  us  &  our 
estates  to  be  laid  under  those  unnecessary  Burdens  by  being 
Joyned  with  them  contrary  to  our  inclinations  and  Intrest. 
Wee  therefore  Humbly  i^ray  That  if  your  Excelly  &  Honor' 
see  Fitt  to  Grant  the  former  Petitioners  a  Parish  you  would  in 
your  great  Wisdom  &  clemency  take  our  Circumstances  under 
your  Consideration  and  not  compel  us  to  Joyn  with  tdie  former 
Petitioners  Butt  allow  uss  and  our  estates  to  Do  duty  and  en- 
joy Priviledges  with  the  old  Parish  as  Before,  and  your  Hum- 
ble Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray  &c. 


Thomas  Elkins 
William  Sleeper 
Abnei  Whittier 
Philip  Davis 
EH  Silver  .' 
Joseph  Webster 
Amos  Easman 
Isaac  VVebster 
Richard  Sargent 
Jonatlian  Sargent 
Francis  Pollard 
Jeremiah  Hubbard 
Richard  Hubard 
Thomas  Dent 
John  Webster 
Hanah  Dodge 
Joseph  Heath 
Daniel  Hurst 
Daniel  Sargent 

his 

William  X  Sargent 

mark 
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Moses  Welch 
Joseph  Heath,  Jr 
Benjamin  Severance 
Samuel  Stewart  ? 
Samuel  Daves 
Ezekiel  Davis 
John  Davis 
Joseph  Fellows 
John  Coser 
Sam"  Davis,  Jr 
Jacob  Davis 
Edward  Eastman  3'* 
William  Eastman 
John  Thorn 
James  Thorn 
Benjamin  Collins 
Jonathan  Collins 
Ezra  Tucker 
Timothy  Eastman 
John  Fifield,  Jr 
Jonathan  Harve 
Eben'  Severance 
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Sam"  Fellows  Isaac  Flanders 

David  F'l.-inders  William  Chales 

John  Bartlet 


Petition  Jor  a  nezv  Parish. 
To  His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth   Esq.    Captain   Gen- 
eral, Governor   &  Commander  in  Chief  in  &  over  His  Maj- 
estys  Province  of  New   Hampshire,   The   Honourable   His 
Majestys  Council  And  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly  Convened,  the  Second  Day  of  January  1760. 
The  Petition   of  Sundry  of  the   Inhabitants  of  that   Part  of 
Kingston  in  Said  Province  adjoining   on   the   Parish   of  San- 
down,  Humbly  shews, 

That  whereas  Providence  hath  placed  us  at  a  great  Distance 
from  any  place  of  stated  public  Worship  in  Town  &  so  ren- 
dered our  Attendance  thereon  vei-y  difficult  &  oiu"  Families 
often  impracticable  :  We  have  built  a  meeting  Plouse  among 
us  to  accomodate  ourselves  c\:  Families,  That  we  &;  thev  might 
more  conveniently  attend  the  public  Worship  of  God  &  with 
more  ease  &  comfort  eniov  tlie  Word  c'c  ordinances  necessary 
for  Salvation.  And  being  disirious  at  our  own  cost  &  charge 
to  maintain  the  Worship  of  God  among  us,  We  petitioned 
The  Town  to  Set  us  off  to  be  a  Parish  Separate  from  them, 
But  the}  (as  we  apprehend)  not  legarding  our  difficult  Cir- 
cumstances have  unreasonably  denied  our  Request :  Where- 
fore We  humbly  pray  that  we  may  be  sett  off  &  incorporated 
into  a  Parish  distinct  from  them  in  the  following  manner  viz' 
bounding  Westerly  on  Sandown  East  Line,  thence  to  extend 
Easterlv  carrying  the  whole  Breadth  of  the  Town  till  it  comes 
half  way  between  our  new  meeting  house  &  the  old  meeting 
house  in  Town.  And  that  we  may  be  discharged  from  paying 
to  the  ministry  &  the  School  in  the  other  part  of  the  Town  &L 
enjoy  the  Powers  &  Priviledges  of  other  Parishes. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  SC 

Samuell  Webster  Benjamin  Selly 

John  March  Joseph  Brown 

Obediah  Elkens  William  Brusel  ? 

Jonathan  French  Dyer  Hook 

Israel  Dimond  Hum.phry  Hook 

William  Clifibrd  Joseph  VVorth 

Daniel  Brown  Elisha  Eachelder 

Henry  Morrill  Jacob  Hook 

Anans  Cam.eli  Edward  Eastman,  Jr 

Jonathan  Sanborn  Reuben  Bachelder 

•     Beniaman  Webster  Samuel  Sargent 

Thomas  Welch  David  Tilton 

Joshua  Webster  Arcn  Quimby 
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Samuel  March  [eremiah  Flanders 

Jeremiah  Quimbj  Ephraim  Paige 

Joseph  Sweat  Moses  Qviimby 

John  March,  Jr  Henray  Hunt 

Ezra  Tucker  John  Collins 

John  Paitre  David  Quirnby 

Samuel  Quimbe  Benjamin  Darling 

Elias  Rano  Joseph  Cliftord 

Nathan  Jones  Joshua  Webster,  Jr 

Ezra  Jones  Benjamin  Webster  Jr 

Jonathan  Blake  Paul  Pressey 

Malachi  Daves  William  Selley 

Stephen  Barnard  John  Sanborn,  Jr 

John  Q^iimbv  Thomas  Wadlev 

Thomas  Elio't  Colby  William  Morey' 

Elisha  Clougb  Thomas  Eastman 

In  Council  Jan.  16"''  1760 

The  within  Petition  read  >x  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''*" 
Assembly. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secy 

Province  of  (  In  the  house  of   P^epresentatives,  Jan.    i6'-''   1760.     This 
New  Hamp   )       petition  bein  read,  ordered, 

That  the  petitioners  bo  heard  thereon  the  third  day  of  the  sitting  of 
the  Gen'  Assembly  next  after  the  fifteenth  of  Febry  next,  ^:  tiiat  they 
at  their  own  Co'^t  i:  Charge  cause  the  select  men  of  Kingston  to  oe 
served  with  a  Copy  of  this  petition  c^  order  of  Court  thereon,  that 
they  may  appear  vlic  Shew  Cause  if  any  they  ha\  e  why  the  prayer  there- 
of sliould  not  be  granted. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 
In  Council  Jan>  17-^  1760. 
Read  i  Concurr^ 

Theod'  Atkinson,  Secry. 
Province  of  "I  In  the  house  of  Representatives  Feby  19''^  1760. 
New  Hanipahire  /  This  petition  having  been  read.  The  parties  on 
Each  side  appear'd  by  themselves  &  attorneys  & 
after  being  fully  heard  thereon,  V'oted,  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  grant- 
ed So  far  a?  to  be  agreeable  to  the  nunutes.  on  the  Back  of  the  plan,  & 
that  the  pe:it;oners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerke. 
In  Council  Feby.  20"  1760. 
Read  &  Concurred. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secrv. 


Petition  relating  to  boundaries. 
To    His    Excellency    Benning    Wentworth   Esq   Governor  & 
Commander   in  Chief  in  &  over  his  Majestys  Province  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  Hon''"  His  Majestys  Council   &  As- 
sembly of  said  Province 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Benjamin  Stevens  and  Elis  hu  Swett 
both  of  Kingston  in  said  Province  as  Agents  for  the  Proprie- 
tors of  the  common  Land  there  shev.'s 

That  the  Tov.-nship    of  Chester  lying  next   to   Kingston  & 
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Priricipallv  on  the  Westerly  Side  thereof  the  Proprietors  of 
said  Chester  have  btely  Raised  a  dispute  with  the  Proprietors 
&  inhabitants  of  Kinj^ston  about  the  Bounds  there  and  would 
Remove  the  said  Westerly  Boundary  of  Kingston,  (which 
your  Petion "  apprehended  was  fixed  &  marked  before  the 
erant  of  Chester)  further  Eastward  &  claim  the  Land  between 
the  line  which  thev  give  us,  &  that  which  we  say  is  the  true 
Line,  and  in  Consequence  of  this  have  bro't  an  action  against 
one  Bean  who  holds  a  parcel  of  Land  between  these  two 
lines,  in  the  Right  of  Kingston  which  action  is  noAV  Pending 
at  the  Infer"  Court. 

That  the  land  between  these  lines  has  been  almost  it  not 
quite  all  laid  out  bv  Kingston  into  lots  of  about  forty  rods  in 
Breadth  &  half  a  mile  in" length  so  that  there  is  a  prospect  of 
many  suits  at  Law  before  this  dispute  will  be  ended  in  that 
way.  v.'hich  will  be  Expensive  &  Burdensome  many  ways, 
which  the  Proprietors  of  Kingston  would  gladly  have  settled 
in  a  more  SummarV  method.  But  that  cant  be  done  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  Law' to  Renew  and  Perambulate  Boundaries.tor 
thev  will  not  agree  to  the  place  which  we  fix  for  that  Renewal 
of  "PerambTdation,  nor  is  there  any  Prospect  of  Com.pounding 
for  each  party  Claims  k  seems  to  be  determined  to  have  the 
whole.  That  the  foundation  of  their  claim  as  yo^  Petitioners 
suppose  is  a  Supposition  that  Kingston  has  more  Land  than 
the  Exact  admeasurement  of  their  lines  wou'd  give  them 
which  is  no  m.ore  than  may  be  said  of  every  Tract  of  Land 
laid  out  in  the  woods  k  Especially  so  long  ago  as  the  grant  & 
Survey  of  Kingston.  .      ,    o 

Wherefore  vour  Petition^"  in  behalf  of  their  Principals  Pray 
that  this  matter  mav  be  Exam^  and  by  a  Resolve  of  the  Leg- 
islature Determined  which  of  these  two  Disputed  Lines,  or 
where  the  true  boundary-  line  of  Kingston  on  the  side  afore- 
said &  elsewhere  where' Chester  Disputes  with  them  is,  which 
your  Petition^'  humbly  Conceive  will  Prevent  many  suits  at 
Layv  &  thev  will  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray  &-' 

_  „  ")  for  himself  & 

Bexjamin- Stevens  J    ^^j^  gwett. 

In  Council  Apr  2^  1761. 

The  within  Petition  read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  hon"'*  Assem- 
bly. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secry. 

Province  of  "I.  In  the  House  of  Representatives 

New  Hamp'  \      April  2'^  1761.  _  ,  ..-  u      u       ^ 

This  petition  bein?  read,  ordered  That  the  petitioners  be  heard 
thereon  the  23'  instant,  if  the  General  Assembly  be  then  sitting  If 
not  then  on  the  third  dav  of  their  sitting  next  after  &  that  they  at  their 
own  cost  and  cliarge  cause  the  clerk  of  y'  proprietors  ot  Chester  to  be 
served  with  a  copv  of  this  petition  .V  this  order  ot  Court  thereon  that 
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he  or  thej  mav  appear  &  shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

In  Council  Eod''  Die 
Read  k  Concurred. 

Theod'  Atkinson,  Secry. 

Province  of  I  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
New  Hanip'  )       April  ^3,  1761. 

The  parties  appearing  and  being  fully  heard  thereon,  Voted,  that 
Col.  Joseph  Smith  Esq. "Mr  Zebulon  Gidding  &  Mr  Thorn'  Wiggin  be 
a  committee  to  joyn  with  such  a?  may  be  appointed  by  the  Hon*'® 
Council  to  Repair  to  the  placemention'd  In  s^' petition  &  Examine  into 
the  premises  mentioned  therein  ^  make  Report  to  this  house  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

.  A-  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

In  Council  Eod  "  Die. 

Read  &  Concurred  and  the  Hon'''^  Joseph  Newmarch  Esq.  added  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

Theod    Atkinson,  Secry. 


Report  of  Committee  on  the  same. 
Province  of      )  May  the  29"^'  1761. 

New  Hampshire  \  Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  vote  of  the  GeneraH  As- 
sembly, We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  Repair  to  the  place  mentioned  in  the  loregoing  Petition  and 
Examin  into  the  Premises  therein  mentioned  have  accordingly  so  done 
and  for  ansv.x'r  do  Report  and  say  from  the  evidences  that  appcar'd  to 
us  on  the  '^not  and  from  the  Circumstances  of  the  several  Towns 
Round  about  do  adjudge  &  Say  That  the  South  west  Corner  of  the 
Town  of  Exeter  at  which  stood  a  Beach  Tree  on  the  Stump  of  which 
there  is  now  a  pile  of  stones  from  which  pile  of  stones  or  Stump,  in  the 
North  line  of  Kingston  at  the  head  of  s'^  Exeter  and  from  thence  to  run 
westerly  to  a  certain  large  dead  pine  tree  now  standing  Marked  with 
Sundry  letters  which  we"  Judge  is  the  true  Northwest  Corner  of  Kings- 
ton, and  tlien  from  said  pine  southerly  to  a  Beach  tree  which  is  the 
South  East  Corner  of  Chester  and  the"  North  East  Corner  of  London- 
derry Standing  on  Kintrston"s  head  line,  which  boundary  so  far  we  say 
are  the  true  bounds  of  Kingston  and  do  therefore  accordingly  Humbly 
Submitt  the  Same. 

J.  Newmarch  ] 

Toseph  Smith  ,-,       „-n. 

^z.     ^        ,,,.  ^Committee 

Thomas  \Viggm      ] 

Zebulon  GitidingeJ 
Province  of  >  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
New  Hamps  J       May  31''  1761. 
This  Report  being  Read,  Voted 

That  it  be  Received,  allowed  ii.  accepted  cV  sent  up  for  concurrance. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

In  Council  June  2*^  1761. 
Read  &  concurred. 

Theod.  Atkinson.  Secry. 
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Petition  about  Small-pox. 
Province  of  ]  The    petition   of  us   the    Subscribers    unto    the 
New  Hamp"*  )       Honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the    Province    of     New    Hampshire     afores* 

most  humblv  sheweth. 
That  Whereas  John  Davice  and  David  Flanders  both  of 
Kingston  in  the  Province  Afores'' were  enlisted  in  and  went  on 
the  Expedition  against  Canada  In  the  year  Past  under  the 
Command  of  Cap'  Jonson  and  on  their  Return  home  Thay 
took  the  Infection  of  the  Small  Pox  and  falling  sick  of  the 
same  thev  fell  under  our  care  and  greatly  to  our  Cost,  And 
with  Great  Confidence  in  and  Reliance  on  your  great  Wisdom 
and  care  for  the  good  of  the  Several  Towns  and  Parishes 
witliin  this  Province  we  Do  the  more  chearfully  Present  our 
Petition  unto  vou  for  your  wise  Consideration  of  the  same, 
hum.bly  pra}  ing  that  you  would  order  the  Cost  to  Be  paid  out 
of  the  Treasurv-  of  this  Province  And  thereby  we  shall  Be 
Discharged  from  the  heavy  charge  of  such  a  Sickness  which 
was  Brought  on  the  persons  By  their  volintaryly  Serving 
their  King  and  Countary  & 

And  We  as  In  dut}-  Bound  shall  Ever  Pray. 

Sam''  Win'SLE  '\  Selectmen 

SA^rUEL  Fl FIELD        V  of 

Samuel  Stueart   )  Kingston. 
Kingston  February  the  17""  1761. 

The  Account  of  the  Charge  of  John  Davice  and  David  Flanders  when 
sick  with  the  sniall  pox  in  Kingston  in  December  1760,  and  January 
1761,  and 

Provision  and  Wood 
Nurses 

For  use  of  the  house 
Doctors  Bii! 
Cleansing  the  house 
Selectmens   time  in  taking 
small  pox 


care  of  the  sick  under  the 
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old  Tenor. 
The  nurses  asked  £5  Old  Tenor  pr  day. 
Deduct  for  the  Select  mens  Charge  vr'^  the   house  will 

not  allow  any  thing  for  ....         £10 

366 
£366  old  Tenor.     Is  Sterlg  £14-12-9  Sterlg  |  £14-12-9  Sterlg. 
Province  oi\  April  the  20'^  1761. 

New  Hamp'  /      Then  the  men  whose  names   are  annexed    to  the   fore- 
goin-^  Petition  Personally  appeared  and  made  oath  to  the 
account  following  the  Petition  to  Be  True  according  to  the  Best  of  their 
Knowledge     Before  me, 

Eben'  Stevens,  Just.  Peace. 


TOWN   PAPERS KEXSINGTON. 


455 


Province  ofl  In  the  House  of  Repre?entatives 
New  Hamp'  I       Apr   zz-  1761. 

Voted,  That  there  be  aliow'd  .S:  paid  to  the  Selectmen  of  Kingstown 
or  their  order  Fourteen  pounds  Twelve  Shillings  &  nine  pence  Sterlg, 
in  full  of  this  petition  .V  paid  out  of  money  tliat  is  or  mav  be  In  the 
Treasury  for  paying  of  the  Forces  last  years  Campaign. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

£14  ,,  i:  ,.  9,  Sterlg. 
In  Council  April  ;5''  1761. 

Read  &  concurrd. 

Theod''  Atkinson  Secry. 

Consented  to  B.  Wentworth. 


KENSINGTON, 


[Incorporated  as  a  Parish  of  Hampton   ig^-  August,  1737.     Ed.] 

Petition  to  send  a  representative. 
To  Plis  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq  Governor  and  Cona- 
mander  in  Chief  in  and  over  this  his  rvlajesties  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  in  New  En'j,'land  and  to  the  honourable  the 
Council  and  the  Gentlemen  of  tlie  house  oi  Representatives 
Now  Siting  for  said  province. 

The  petition  of  the  parish  of  Kensington,  Humbly  sheweth. 
That 

Whereas  your  Excellency  \vith  the  honourable  Court  have 
Indulg'd  the  Westerly  part  of  Hampton  falls  with  the  Favour  of 
having  a  distinct  parish  with  such  priviledges  as  other  parishes 
within  this  province  have  Excepting  that  of  making  Choice  of 
a  man  to  Represent  them  in  General  Assembly,  and  we  hav- 
ing been  without  this  priviledge  for  these  two  years  past  in  not 
having  an  opportunity  to  have  our  voice  inChoosing  of  a  Rep- 
resentative. Notwithstanding  we  pay  our  proportion  o'(  the 
Piovince  Taxes  %ve  desire  you  would  gnnt  us  the  liberty  hence- 
forth to  choose  a  man  from  among  our  selves  to  Represent  this 
Parish  in  General  Assembly,  Depending  upon  the  Wisdom 
and  Clemency  of  this  Court  nothing  doubting  but  that  so  Reason- 
able a  Request  will  be  granted 

Robert  Row    )  Select 
EzEKiEL  Dow  )    men 
And  in  behalf  of  the  parish. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  within  Petition  Read  and  Voted 
y^  y-  prayer  of  the  Petf  be  granted. 

James  Jeffrey,  Clr.  Assm. 
Aug.  6-    1740. 
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At  a  Lesral  meetinsj  of  the  freeliolders  of  the  Pari«h  of  Kensington 
holdea  in  said  Parisii  on  the  2:; '  day  of  Sepcetnber  1742  then  Voted,  that 
Robert  Row  and  Etienezer  Brown  (i)  should  put  in  a  petition  to  his 
Exceliencv  and  the  Honorable  Court  of  this  province  the  next  General 
sesbions  for  the  priviledge  of  having  a  Representative. 

As  Attest  Ezekiel  Dow. 

Parish  Clerk. 

(1)  The  8ime  petilioii  as  above,  was  renewed  May,  17^3,  by  Robert  Row  and  Eben- 
ezer  trown. 


KINGSWOOD. 

THE     CHARTER    OF     KINGSWOOD,     AND     THE     PROCEEDI.VGS    OF 
THE   PROi'KIE  rORS. 

[Kingswood  was  granted,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  charter, 
20  October  1737.  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Belcher.  It  appears 
to  have  comprehended  the  towns  of  Middleton,  New  Durham,  New 
Durham  Gore,  and  part  of  the  towns  of  Gilmanton,  Wakefield  and 
Woifeborough.     J.  F.\rmek.] 


J  Prov.  ) 
X  Seal.  J 


>  Province  of  New  Hampshire 


George  the  Second  bj  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  & 
Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  faith  &'' 

To  all  People  to  wliom  these  Presents  shall  Come,  Greeting,  Know 
ye  that  we  of  our  Especial  Grace  certain  Knowledge  and  meer  motion 
for  the  due  Encouragement  of  Setling  a  new  Plantation  for  the  En- 
crea.-e  of  Naval  Stores  and  for  the  better  defence  of  our  said  Province 
of  New  Hampshire  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  our  C(juncil  for  the  said 
Province  of  Nev,-  Hampshire  have  given  cS;  Granted  and  by  these  Pres- 
ents as  far  as  in  us  lies  do  gi\'e  and  grant  unto  Sundry  of  our  beloved 
Subjects  Whose  names  are  Entered  in  a  Schedule  hereunto  annexed  and 
to  their  Associates  in  all  to  make  up  the  number  of  sixty  and  to  their 
Heirs  tor  Ever  in  the  manner  hereafter  Expressed  a  certain  tract  of  land 
lying  and  being  within  our  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire  bounded 
a's  followeth  viz=  Beginning  at  tlie  South  Easterly  Corner  of  Barnstead 
and  from  thence  to  run  upon  the  Same  Course  as  Barnstead  Easterly 
side  line  runs  to  Winnipisiokv  Pond  from  thence  upon  a  Right  Angle 
till  it  comes  to  the  Boundary  line  between  our  said  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  and  that  which  was  tormerly  called  the  province  of  Main 
from,  thence  on  the  said  Boundary  line  runneth  to  the  North  Easterly 
Corner  of  The  Town  of  Rochester  from  thence  by  Rochester  and  Bar- 
rington  head  lines  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned  and  that  the  same  be 
a  Town  Corporate  by  the  name  of  Kingswood  to  the  Persons  in  said 
Schedule  m.entioned  and  their  as>ociates  as  aforesaid  and  their  Heirs  for 
ever.  To  Have  and  To  Hold  the  said  Tract  of  land  unto  the  Persons  in 
said  Schedule  mentioned  and  their  associates  as  aforesaid  and  tiieir 
Heirs  forever,  on  the  following  Conditions  viz'. 

I"  That  Each  Proprietor  build  a  dwelling  house  within  thesaid  Town 
and  settle  a  family  therein  within  the  space  of  F'ive  years  from  the  date 
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hereof  unless  there  should  be  a  War  and   then   the  space  of  five  years 
from  the  End  of  sucli  Warr  to  be  aliow'd  for  the  same. 

2"^'^  That  a  meeting  house  be  built  at  the  charge  of  the  Proprietors 
within  the  said  Town  witiiin  the  space  of  Five  years  and  an  orthodox, 
minister  setled  in  said  Town  within  seven  years  from  the  date  hereof 
unless  there  should  be  a  Warr  and  then  the  Term  of  five  years  from  the 
End  of  said  Warr  to  be  allow'd  for  the  same. 

3^>  If  anv  particular  proprietor  or  proprietors  should  not  comply 
v/kh  the  Terms  of  this  Charter  v.-ithin  the  time  limited  as  aforesaid 
such  delinquent  Proprietor  or  Proprietors  shall  forfeit  his  or  their 
respective  Interest  Right  or  share  in  the  said  Town  unto  the  rest  of  the 
Proprietors,  provided  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  do  and  perform  within 
Two  years  after  the  time  limited  as  aforesaid  shall  be  E.vpired,  what 
should  have  been  done  and  performed  by  such  delinquent  Proprietor  or 
Proprietors  Anv  thing  in  tliis  Charter  contained  to  the  Contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding  Providc^d  nevertheless  that  there  be  three  lumdred 
acres  of  land  reserved  in  said  Town  tc-r  the  first  Ordained  minister  in 
fee  that  shall  be  settled  in  said  Town  by  vote  of  the  said  proprietors  and 
three  hundred  acres  be  reserved  for  the  Second  Ordained  minister  in 
fee  that  shall  be  setled  as  aforesaid  and  six  hundred  acres  for  a  Parson- 
age or  Parsonages  for  ever  and  three  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  a 
school  or  schools  in  said  Town  for  ever  all  to  be  laid  out  for  the  uses 
Aforesaid,  and  the  nine  hundred  acres  last  mentioned  to  be  applyed  for 
the  uses  afore-aid  by  the  Proprietors  or  Major  Part  thereof  The  Pro- 
prietors of  said  Tract  of  land  Rendering  and  paying  there  for  to  us  our 
Heirs  and  successors  or  such  officer  as  shall  be  appointed  to  Receive 
the  same  the  anuual  Qi;it-Rent  or  acknowledgments  of  Ten  Pounds  of 
Hemp  upon  the  last  day  of  October  yearly  and  every  year  if  lawfully 
demanded  in  said  Town  Reserving  also  unto  us  our  Heirs  and  succes- 
sors all  Mast  Trees  growing  on  said  Tract  of  land,  And  for  the  better 
order  and  Government  of  the  said  Town  We  do  by  these  Presents  for 
us  our  Heirs  and  Succes'^ors  Grant  unto  the  said  Town  yearly  &  every 
year  to  hold  Town  meetings  and  to  transact  all  their  Town  Affairs  as 
fully  and  amply  to  all  Intents  and  purposes,  as  any  Town  m  this  our 
Province  of  Nev/  Hampshire  doth  or  ought  to  do  according  to  Law ; 
and  to  the  said  Proprietors  to  hold  Proprietors  meetings  distinct  Sz  Sep- 
erate  from  Town  mjeetings  in  Any  town  in  our  Province  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire and  to  choose  such  officers  as  they  shall  think  necessary.  The  first 
of  which  Proprietors  meetings  shall  'be  called  by  the  Three  Persons 
first  mentioned  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed  by  a  Notification  in 
writing  by  them  signed  and  at^ixed,  to  some  publick  place  in  the  Town 
of  Portsmouth  in  said  Province  seven  days  at  lea^t  before  the  holding 
of  such  meeting  and  At'terwards  the  said  proprietors  meetings  shall  be 
called  by  such  persons  of  said  Proprietors  and  in  sucha  m.anner  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  by  Said  Proprietors  or  the  Major  part  of  them  at  any 
Proprietors  meeting  And  it  is  hereby  further  provided  that  when  soever 
any  sum  orsums  of  money  shall  be  voted  to  be  raised  by  the  major  part 
of  the  Proprietors  at  any  "of  their  meetings  for  the  use  of  the  said  Pro- 
prietors and  any  proprietor  or  Proprietors  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
proper  proportionable  part  of  the  same  to  the  Person  or  Persons  who 
shall  be  appointed  to  Collect  And  Receive  the  sam.e  for  the  space  of  two 
months  after  it  ought  to  he  paid  according  to  the  Vote  for  raising  it, 
The  said  Person  or  Persons  shall  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  make 
Sale  of  so  much  land  of  any  such  delinquent  Proprietor  or  Proprietors 
that  shall  be  in  Severalty  at  Such  times  as  shall  Amount  to  five  times 
the  Value  of  the  sum  or" sums  assessed  on  such  delinquent  Proprietor 
or  proprietors.  The  same  to  be  sold  at  a  publick  Vendue  by  such  Person 
or  Persons  as  shall  be  appointed  to  Collect  and  receive  the  Same  after 
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fifteen  days  publick  notice  thereof  .s:iven  in  the  Town  where  the  Major- 
ity of  the'  Proprietors  shall  then  live  and  then  deducting  the  char<^e3 
that  shall  then  have  accrued  upon  such  sale  the  Remainder  shall  be  de- 
posited in  the  Comtnc^n  proprietors  Stock,  and  we  do  further  by  these 
Presents  for  us  our  Heirs  and  successors  Give  and  Grant  unto  the  said 
Town  to  Have  Hold  and  enjoy  Two  fairs  in  said  Town  yearly  and  every 
year  for  ever  not  Exceeding  three  days  Each  the  one  to  begin  on 
the  third  Wednesday  in  May  and  the'other  on  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  September  and  So  de  anno  in  annum  for  Ever.  In  Testimony 
whereof  we  have  Caused  the  Publick  Seal  of  our  said  Province  to  be 
hereunto  athxed,  Witness  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq^  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  and  over  our  said  Provinc--i  of  New  Hampshire  the 
twentieth  dav  of  October  in  the  Eleventh  year  of  our  Reign  Anncque 
Domini  one  Thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  Seven. 

J.  Belcher. 

By  His  Excellencys  Coinand 
"with  the  advice  of  the  Council 

Rich^  Waldron,  SeC^ 
A  true  Copv  from  the  Original  Charter  compared  and  transcribed  bj 

Matthew  Livermore 

Proprietors  Clerk. 


A  Schedule  of  the  Persons  names  to  whomthe  within  Charter  is  granted 

viz. 
Eleazer  Russell 


Nath'  Rogers 
Matthew  Livermore 
Tho-  Peirce 
W'"  Parker 
Eenj-*  Walton 

Sam'^  Hart 
Jos  :  Molton 
Jn'  Cut 

Tho^  Wright 
Jn '  Avers 

Solomon  Cotton 

Dan  '  Jackson  Jr 

Sam'  Sherburn.  Merch- 

Henry  Sherburn  Jr.  Ditto 

W""  King 

Jn"  Sherburn  of  little  Harbour 

Jos.  Sherburn.  Son  to  Jos.  Sher- 
burne Esq 

Nath'  Mendum 

Geo.  Rogers 

Jos.  Whipple 

Jn'  Ro^s 

Charle.1  Frost  N.  Castle 

Jn"  Shacktord,  Jr 

Jn'  Wood 


W™  Fro'^t 
Benj-  Miller 

Dan^  Moulton 

Benj.  Gambling 
Jn"  Pray 

Solomon  Pike 

Nich*'  Whidden 

Jn''  Feliows 

Tho'  Westbrook 

Dan^  Rogers 

Sam.  Sherburn,  Inhold'' 

Elliot  Vaughan 

Peter  Grelev 

IchaboJ  Plaisted 

Tho*  Newmarch 

Jn°  Kennard 

Henry  Sherburne  Jr  of  the 
plains 

John  Dennet  son  of  Eph™  Den- 
net  Esq. 

Moses  Dennet 

Jos  Langdon 

Sam'  White 

Geo.  Peirce 

Joseph  Jackson 

Moses  N'oble 


A  true  Copy  from  the  original  Schedule  transcribed  Sc  Compared  by 

Matthew  Livermore 
Proprietors  Clerk. 

Pursuant  to  a  Charter  Granted  to  Sundry  persons  of  a  tract  of  land 
lying  in  the  province  of  New  Hampshire  called  by  the  Name  ot  Kings- 
wood  :    These  are  to  Notify  the   Proprietors   thereof  that  they  meet  at 
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the  house  of  Mrs  Ann  Harvev  Taverner  in  Portsmouth  in  New  Hamp- 
shire Aforesaid  on  monduy  the  la.st  day  of  October  Instant  at  two  of 
th.-  Clock  in  the  At'ternoon  Then  anc'.  there,  first  to  choose  a  moderator 
'j.<'''y  to  choose  a  Proprietors  Clerk  3'"y  To  admit  and  Vote  in  the  asso- 
ciates according  to  the  Charter.  _4'>'  To  agree  upon  .S:  prescribe  a  method 
for  calling  proprietors  meeting  for  the  future  till  altered  by  the  Propri- 
etors. I'J"  To  choose  such  Committees  as  the  proprietor-  may  think  neces- 
sary o-"^--^"  To  choose  a  proprietors  Tax  Collector;  as  also  any  other 
officer  or  officers  for  the  Service  of  the  said  Proprietors  and  to  do  and 
transactanv  other  business  relating  tothe  said  Proprietors. 
Dated  October 

Nath>  Rogers  |  Appointed  by  the  Charter 

Eleazer  Russell  t      to  call  the" first  Proprie- 

Matthew  LivermoreJ      tors  meeting. 

A  true  Copv  of  the  Original  Xotitication  transcribed  and  Compared 
^  .  '  Matthew  Livermore 

Proprietors  Clerk. 

Province  of  ^.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  town  of  Kings- 
New  Hampr  /wood  Iving  in  the  Province  of  New  Hamp--  at  the  House 
of  Mrs' Ann  Harvev  in  Portsm"  in  s"  Province  on  the  last 
day  of  October  ^737  pursuant  to  Notification  therefor  First.  Voted  that 
Nathaniel  Rogers  Esq'  be  Mod''  of  the  meeting,  z^'i'  Voted  that_  Matthew 
Livermore  be'Proprietors  Clerk  who  was  Sworn  to  the  faithfuU  discharge 
thereof  bv  George  Jart'rev  Esq. 

r''!y  Vo'ted  that  Shadiach  Walton  Esq  be  admitted  an  associate  in 
said  town  of  Kingswood.  That  George  JaliVey  Esq.  be  admitted  an  as- 
sociate in  5"'  town.  That  Toihani  Odiorne  Esq  be  admitted  an  associate 
in  s'i-town.  That  Henrv  Sherburne  Esq  be  admitted  an  as-^ociate  in  s'l 
town,  That  Richard  Waldron  Esq.  be  admitted  an  associate  in  s''Town, 
That  Eohraim  Dennet  Esq.  be  admitted  an  associate  in  s<''  town.  That 
Joshua 'Peirce  Esq.  be  admitted  an  associate  in  s*!  Town,  That  Joseph 
Sherburn  Esq.  be  admitted  an  associate  in  s*^  town,  That  Ellis  ilu5.ie 
Esq.  be  admitted  an  associate  in  s'l  Town,  That  Theodore  Atkinson 
Esq.  be  admitted  an  associate  in  s'^  Town  That  Mr  Andrew  Belcher  be 
admitted  an  associate  in  s'i  Town. 

i-v  Voted  that  Eleazer  Russeil  Esq.  Nath'  Rogers  Esq.  and  Matthew 
Livermore  or  the  Major  Part  thereof  be  a  committee  to  call  Proprietors 
meetings  lor  the  future  as  they  shall  see  occasion  till  further  Order. 

5^^-  That  upon  application"  of  Ten  whole  share  Proprietors  or  so 
many  as  are  Equivalent  thereto  made  unto  the  afores'^  Committee  tor  a 
Proprietors  m.eeting  the  said  Committee  or  Major  part  of  them  shall 
call  a  Proprietors  meeting  within  the  space  of  Twelve  days  alter  such 
application  made  and  give  seven  davs  notice  thereof  in  writing  under 
their  hands  or  the  Maior  Part  of  them  to  be  set  up  at  some  publick 
place  in  Port.>mouth  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  that  when 
a  Proprietors  meeting  is  called  upon  such  application  made  tne  saia 
committee  shall  insert  in  the  notification  for  calling  such  meeting,  who 
they  were  that  applied  for,  and  the  particular  Business  they  would  have 
done  and  transacted  at  Such  meeting. 

6-'  Voted  that  three  persons  of  the  Proprietors  be  a  committee  to 
Consider  of  a  proper  method  and  agree  for  a  number  ot  Persons  to  set- 
tle the  Town  of  Kingswood  according  to  the  Charter  anu  make  their 
Report  thereof  unto  the  Proprietors  at  a  Proprietors  m.eeting  tor  con- 
firmation and  that  the  said  Committee  agree  with  a  person  or  1  ersons 
to  run  such  lines  as  said  Committee  shall  think  necessary  and  make 
Report  thereof  as  soon  as  may  be. 
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7'^'^  Voted,  That  Nathaniel  Rogers  Esq.  Eleazer  Ru.ssel  E^sq.  and 
M:'.ttiiew  Liverinore  be  a  committee  tor  the  business  mentioned  in  the 
Sixt!;  Vote. 

8'''  -'■  Voted  that  Henrv  Sherburne  Esq.  be  Treasurer  for  the  Proprie- 
tors of  King.swood  till  further  order 

9«"'y  Voted  that  Mr  John  Fellows  be  Tax  Collector  for  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Kings wocd  till  farther  order 

io"''>  Voted  that  Each  Pr(<prietor  pay  t!ie  sum  of  twenty  shillings  to 
the  Tax  Collector  which  he  is  impowered  to  collect  of  each  Proprietor 
by  shewing  a  copy  of  this  Vote  and  to  be  p>ay"d  by  Each  proprietor  to 
s'^  Collector  within  the  space  of  fourteen  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
which  moneys  when  collected,  the  said  Collector  is  to  pay  i;n:o  the 
Proprietors  Treasurer  tor  the  use  of  the  Proprietors. 

1 1'>' Voted,  that  the  Committee  mentioned  in  the  seventh  Vote  be 
impowered  to  draw  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Proprie- 
tors such  sum  o."  Slims  of  money  as  said  Committee  shall  have  occasion 
for,  for  the  use  of  the  Proprietors  and  to  render  an  account  of  their 
disposition  thereof  to  the  Proprietors  as  soon  as  may  be  and  s'  Treas- 
urer is  hereby  impowered  to  pav  such  suni  or  sums. 

12'"  Voted  That  the  Proprietors  clerk  be  Impowered  to  purchase  a 
Book  for  the  use  of  the  Proprietors  to  enter  the  charter  and  Schedule 
and  all  the  Proceedings  of  the  Pro[>rietors  in,  and  that  s''  clerk  draw 
money  out  of  the  Proprietors  Treasurers  hands  to  pay  for  s'  Book  who 
is  hereby  Impowered  to  pay  the  same. 

13'/  Voted  that  thi^  meeri ng  be  adjourned  to  Wednesday  the  Six- 
teenth day  of  November  next  at  the  Mouse  of  Mrs  i\un  Harvey  in 
Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire  at  two  of   tlie  clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Nath'  Rogers,  Moderator. 

A  true  copy  transcribed  from  the  original  minutes  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Livermore 

Proprietors  Clerk. 

Nov''  16"^  1737- 

Proprietors  met  according  to  adjournment  and  the  comittee  not  hav- 
ing finished  their  Report,  it  is  voted  that  this  meeting  be  further  ad- 
journed to  Fryday  the  Twenty  fil"th  day  of  November  Instant  at  two  of 
the  clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  house  of  Mrs  Ann  Harvey  Taverner 
in  Portsmouth  in  New  Flampshire. 

Nath'  Rogers,  Moderator. 
A  true  copy  from  tiie  original  minutes  transcribed  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Livermore 

Proprietors  Clerk. 
Novr  25*  1737. 

The  Proprietors  r.iet  according  to  adjournment,  and  the  Committee 
not  yet  having  finished  their  Report  it  is  Voted  that  this  meeting  be 
adjourned  to  the  rirst  Monday  in  December  next  at  two  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  House  of  Mrs  Ann  Harvey  Taverner  in  Ports- 
mouth in  Ne^v  Hampshire. 

Nath'  Rogers.  Moderator 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes  tmnscribed  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Livermore. 

Proprietors  Clerk. 
December  the  5"^  i7,37- 

The  Proprietors  niet  according  to  adjournment,  and  Voted  that  the 
following  Report  cf  the  Committee  be  accepted  namely.  That  they  had 
conferred  with  Doct'John  Ross  in  order  to  agree  with  him  uponTerms 
for  settling  the  Town  of  Kingswood  and  that  they  had  employed  a 
surveyor  to  run  the   Westerly  side  line   of  Kingswood  and  to  coast  the 
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Pond  from  the  'jpper  Part  thereof  down  to  lower  arm  of  it,  and  that 
the  said  Surveyor  had  done  according  to  their  order  and  n'.adea  Return 
thereof  by  which  it  appear'd  to  the  said  CoTnniittec  tiiat  thej  could  not 
agree  with  anv  Person  in  order  to  a  Settlement  till  some  other  line  or 
Lines  were  Run.  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  Thursday 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  Ins'  at  the  House  of  Mrs  Ann  Harvey, 
Taverner  in  Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire  at  Three  of  the  clock  in 
the  after  noon. 

Nath'  Rogers,  Mod"" 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes  transcribed  and  compared  bj 

Matthew  Livermorc, 

Proprietors  Clerk. 
December  i5<''  1737. 

The  Proprietors  met  according  to  adjournment  And  i*=  Voted  that  the 
Committee,  nam.ely  Nathanael  Rogers  &:  Eleazer  Russell  Esq"^  &: 
Matthew  Livermore  Already  aj-'pointed  to  agree  with  a  Person  or  Per- 
sons to  run  such  line  or  lines  of  Kingswood  as  they  should  think  neces- 
sary be  a  committee  to  agree  with  a  Surveyor  or  Surveyors  to  run  such 
other  line  or  lines  of  tiie  s<'  Town  of  Kingswood  as  are  not  Already  run 
is  said  Committee  shall  think  necessary  and  that  they  do  the  same 
business  at  the  Expence  of  the  Proprietors  of  said  Kingawood  and  that 
they  make  their  Report  of  their  doing  relating  thereto  to  tiie  said  Pro- 
prietors as  soon  as  said  Committee  Conveniently  Can. 

2'^^'  Voted  that  Each  Proprietor  of  said  Kingswood  pay  the  sum  of 
twenty  shillings  to  Mr  John  Fellow*  Tax-Collector  for  s''  Proprietors 
that  the  same  be  collected  by  s''  Collector  in  the  method  already  pre- 
scribed and  Voted,  and  tliat  the  said  Collector  pay  the  same  10  Henry 
Sherburne.  E^q.  Treasurer  for  s.'^  Proprietors  to  be  drawn  cut  of  th.e 
hands  of  s  Treasurer  by  tile  s''  Committee  for  the  use  of  said  Proprie- 
tors. 

^iij  Whereas  it  is  found  by  Experience  that  every  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
prietors Afores'^  is  attended  with  an  unavoidable  Expence  to  those  pres- 
ent, it  is  thereiore  Voted  that  tiie  Expence  of  Each  respective  meeting 
of  said  Proprietors  begining  at  this  present  meeting  not  Exceeding  the 
sum  of  forty  shillings  shall  be  born  by  the  said  Proprietors  and  that 
the  Moderator  of  said  Meeting  be  and  herebv  is  impowered  to  draw  on 
the  Treasurer  of  s'^  Proprietors  to  pay  said  Expence  not  exceeding  said 
sum  at  each  respective  meeting  and  how  much  of  said  sum  shall  be 
spent  at  each  respective  meeting  shall  be  Voted  at  such  m.eeting. 

^t£i:y  "V'oted  that  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  be  Expended  at  this  meet- 
ing 

£ihiy  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  thirteenth  day  of 
January  next  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the  Afternoon  at  the  House  of  Mrs 
Ann  Harvey  Taverner  in  Portsmouth  in  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Nath'  Rogers,  Mod- 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Original  Minutes  transcribed  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Livermore, 
Proprietors  Clerk. 

Jan.  13'!^  1737-S 

The  proprietors  met  according  to  adjournment,  And  i"',  v  oted  that 
the  sum  of  nine  shillings  be  Expended  at  this  meeting. 

j-y  The  surveyor  not  being  returned.  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
journed to  Thursdav  the  nineteenth  day  of  January  In*"  at  the  House  of 
Mrs  Ann  Harvey  T;iverner  in  Portsmouth  in  the  Province  of  New  Hamp" 
at  two  of  the  Cinck  in  the  afternoon. 

Nath'  Rogers.  Mod>" 
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A  true  Copy  !rom  the  original  Minutes  transcribed  and  Compared  bv 

Matthew  Livermore, 
Proprietors  Clerk. 
Jan.  nineteenth  1737-8 

The  Proprietors  met  according  to  adjournment  and  i^'  Voted  that  the 
first  settlement  in  the  town  of  King-^wood  shall  be  in  the  Southerly 
Corner  of  said  Town 

2^y  Voted  that  Col"  Henry  Sherburne.  P.ichard  Waldron  A:  Matthew 
Livermore  Esqs  shall  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  agree 
with  such  Person  or  Persons  as  they  can  to  procure  sixty  families  to  set- 
tle in  the  Town  ship  of  Kingswood  as  soon  as  may  befor  the  Interest 
of  the  Proprietors  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  ^.^herebvare  author- 
ized and  Impowered  to  offer  in  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  said 
Township,  tor  the  Encouragement  of  the  settlers,  a  number  of  acres  of 
the  land  in  the  said  Township  not  Exceeding  three  hundred  at  the  Dis- 
cretion of  the  s'""'  Committee  for  Each  family  to  be  laid  out  in  such  man- 
ner and  form  as  the  said  Com.mittee  shall  think  proper,  agreeable  to  the 
preceding  Vote,  and  thateach  share  of  land  which  the  said  committee 
shall  cause  to  be  laid  out  and  appropriated  to  Each  ^etler  shall  be  good 
&  pass  the  Rigiit  of  the  Proprietors  in  said  share,  to  such  setler  his 
Heirs  and  assignees  forever  And  that  the  said  Committee-shall  cause  to 
be  laid  out  besides,  three  shares  of  land  of  the  same  contents,  one  for 
tlie  tirst  minister,  his- Heirs  snd  Assigns  forever,  one  for  a  Par-onage 
to  the  use  of  and  in  the  first  settlement  or  District  in  the  said  Township 
forever,  one  for  the  use  of  a  school  in  said  settlement  or  District  for- 
ever and  also  three  hundred  acres  more  for  each  Proprietor  in  as  Equal 
a  manner  as  They  can  for  the  mutual  Interest  of  the  Proprietors,  and 
further  tliat  the  ^aid  Coinnri*-tee  cause  all  the  aforesaid  one  hundred  and 
twenty  three  shares  of  land  to  be  laid  out  in  so  many  and  such  Divi- 
sions as  they  shall  think  proper  (Each  to  be  done  in  the  same  manner) 
at  the  cost  and  charge  of  the  Proprietors. 

3'>'  Voted  that  forty  shillings  shall  be  Expended  at  this  meeting'. 

4b' Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  Fryday  the  twenty  seventh 
day  of  January  In"'  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the' House  of 
Mrs  Ann  Harvey  Taverner  in  Portsmouth  in  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire-. 

Nath'  Rogers,  Mod' 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes  transcribed  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Livermore, 

Proprietors  Clerk. 
January  %■«  27'^  I737-S- 

The  proprietors  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  first  Voted,  that 
thirty  three  shiilin.:s  and  sixpence  shall  be  expended  at  this  meeting. 

3'>'  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  Frydav  the  tenth  dav  of 
February  next  at  five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  House  of 
Mrs  Ann  Harvey  taverner  in  Portsmouth  in  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Nath'  Rogers,  Mod^ 

A  true  copy  tVom  the  original  minutes  transcribed  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Livermore, 

Proprietors  Clerk. 

Province  of       \      At  a  meeting  of   the  Proprietors   of  the  town  of 
New  Hampshire  j  Kingswood   in  the   province  of  New   Hampshire  on 
the    tenth  day  of  February   1737—8  at  the  house  of 
Mrs  Ann   Harvey,  Taverner  in  Portsmouth  "in  the   Province  of  New- 
Hampshire  by  adjournment, 
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i»*  Voted  that  the  sum  of  seventeen  shillings  shall  be  expended  at 
this  meeting. 

2'.^'  Voted,  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  sixteenth  dav  of 
Marcli  next  to  the  House  of  Mrs  Ann  Harvey  Taverner  in  Portsmouth 
in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon 

Nath'  Rogers  Mod'' 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes  transcribed  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Liverniore 

Proprietors  Clerk. 
Province  of  1  March  y«  16'*^  1737-8 

New  Hamp''  j       The    Proprietors    met  according  to  adjournment,  and 

voted   I"'  that   forty   shillings  shall  be  expended  at  this 

meeting. 

j:'y  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to'  Fryday  the  Thirty  first 

day  of  March  Instant  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  usual 

Place. 

Nath-  Rogers,  Mod'' 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes  transcribed  and  compared  by 

Matthew  Ltvermore 

Proprietors  Clerk. 
Prov.  of    I  March  31^'  173S. 
N.  Hamp'  )       The  proprietors  met  according  to  adjournment  and 

Voted  r'  That  the  sum  of  four  shillings  and  three  pence  be  expended 
at  this  meeting. 

2'y  That  this  meeting;  be  adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  Twenty  fifth  day 
of  April  next  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  usual  Place. 

Nath'  Rogers,  Mo"^ 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes  transcribed  &  compared  by 

Matthew  Liverrnore 

Proprietors  Clerk. 


LANCASTER 

AND  OTHER   TOWNS   BORDERING  ON   IT. 

[Lancaster  was  granted  to  Capt.  David  Page  and  others,  July  5, 
1763.     Ed.] 

Mi  metes  of  Co!(?iciL 

At  a  council  held  at  Portsm'^  by  his  Excellency's  Summons  on  Friday 
March  13'-  1772,  Present,  His  Excellency  the  Gov'' 

Theodore  Atkinson  "i  ,->  t  cr       ^ 

T-.      •  1  i:)-     1  c  Creorge  faiirev  1  c-^^,,-  „„ 

Daniel  Rmdge  xEsqrs  t-»      •   1  d         "    >Lsquirep 

Ts         ,  r,-  1  Daniel  Rogers  ^ 

Daniel  Pierce  J  -^ 

The  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  Lancaster  Northumberland,  Shel- 
burne,  setting  forth  tb.e  utility  of  a  Road  from  Conway  to  Connecticut 
River  on  the  East  of  the  White  hills,  and  praying  his  Excellency  would 
be  pleased  to  order  the  Surv'  General  of  Lands  to  mr.rk  out  a  proper 
Road  &  Issue  such  further  order  the.'-eon  as  will  effectuate   the  same: 
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Wherei'pon  the  council  took  under  consid"  the  ^^remises  and  the  matter 
therein  contained  app^arin-  to  be  rcu-sonable  A:  tending  much  to  ad- 
vance &:  facilitate  the  ^ettlcnV  of  that  part  of  the  Country,  as  '.veil  as 
for  the  f-eneral  benefit  ^c  advantas^e  of  the  province  it  istho't  expedient 
&  his  Excellency  is  accordinvjly  advised,  When  he  thinks  proper,  to 
issue  orders  for  the  surv^  gen'  to  Enter  on  the  Said  Business  :  and  that 
this  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting  m 
order  that  pruvi>ion  may  be  made  to  defray  the  Expence  thereof. 
Copy  from  tlie  Minutes  of  Council. 
Examined  hr 

'Geo  :  King  D.  Sec? 


Petition  for  soldiers. 
Whereas  we  the  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  Northumberland, 
Guildhall  ^  Stratford  are  fully  sensible  of  the  Danger  of  being 
attacked  by  the  Canadians  which  are  the  Wors'  of  Enemys  & 
although  some  of  our  neighbours  have  C=^uit  the  ground  yet 
we  the^^Subscribers  Do  Jointly  &  severly  promis  &  ingage  to 
Stand  our  ground  providing  the  Hon''  Counsell  sees  Fitt  to 
grant  our  request  That  is  this,  that  you  will  pleasure  us  your 
petitioners  so  far  as  to  apoint  Mr  Jere'  Ames  of  Northumber- 
land our  friend  and  Neighbor,  Commander  ot  our  fort  which 
with  a  great  Deal  of  fetage  we  have  almost  acomplished  and 
Likewise  for  him  the  s'^  Ames  to  have  orders  to  inlist  as  many 
men  as  the  Hon^  Cort  in  their  Wisdom  will  see  fit,  we  do  in- 
gage to  inlist  our  selves  and  obey  his  orders  as  long  as  he  is 
stationed  in  the  uper  Coos  and  Commander  of  the  fort. 
Northumberland  July  6"^  1776. 
Thomas  Blogget  David  Larned 

Sami'  Nash  Samuel  Page 

Emmens  Stockwell  Ahner  Osgood 

Ward  Baiiev  Abel  Larned 

James  Blake  John  Tnckey 

Nathan  Caswell  James  Curtiss 

Archippas  Blogget  Abijah  Larned 

Josiah  Blogget  Moses  Quimby 

Dies  Sawyer  Joseph  Barlow 

Eliezer  Ro.sbrook  Abner  Barlow 


LANDAFF. 


1  Landaff  was  first  granted,  Jan.  3,  1764,  to  1=^"^^^-^^"^^  ^"If,^".: 
ut  failed  for  not  fulfilling  the  conditions.  It  Nvas  then  granted  to  tne 
'rustees  of  Dartm.outh  College,  1774;  but  subsequently  to  tne  Kevolu- 
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tion.  the  tir-^t  '^rant.^e-  rerowed  tlieir  ciaini.  in  law,   and  the  _i;rant  was 
restored  to  thci'n.      Ed.  j 

Petition  of  Trustees  of  Dariuioitth  College. 
To   his   Excellency   John  Wentvvorth  Esq^    Captain  General. 
Governor,  and  Cornmander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  !Majes- 
tvs  Pro\'ince  of  New   Hampshire  &-   and  to   the  Honorable 
his  Maiestys  council  in  said  Province. 

Tlie  Petition  of  the  I>jard  of  Truslees  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, in  said  Pr  v/ince.  Hr.mbly  ::;he\vet'"i 

That  there  are  ica  Faniilies  settled  ^  settling"  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Landaff  in  the  county  of  Grafton  and  Province  afore- 
said, and  a  number  of  others  are  expected  very  soon  to  enter 
and  settle  there.  That  the  Inhabitants  have  already  suffered 
many  disadvanta'^es  for  want  of  an  Incorporation  of  the  same 
and  must  soon. sutler  many  more  and  greater  Inconveniences 
uMess  an  act  of  Incorporation  of  said  Township  be  soon  ob- 
tained. 

We  therefore  oai'i'.estly  request  \our  Excellencv  and  Honors 
to  take  the  m;itter  ii'it')  vour  wise  ami  Judicious  Consideration 
and  th.at  x^in  will  please  to  incorporate  said  Township  of 
Landa;!".  Granting  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  same  Liil  such  pow- 
ers and- pri\-ilc!iges  as  are  i;.--u:il  and  Custumai'v  to  be  granted 
to  l;'.C(.'rp!.. rations  of  Townships,  ;r.Kl  aiiv  other  privileges  and 
adv^mtages  a?  vour  Excellenc\'  and  Honors  in  your  great  Wis- 
dom shall  Judge  Expedient  for  the  beiient  of  the  same  ur.der 
its  peculiar  situation  and  relation  to  this  College.  And  your 
petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
By  order  of  the  Trustees. 

BiiZA  Woodward,  Clerk. 
Dartmouth  C)llege  Aug.  26"'  1774- 
Names  of  Pfr>;on.>   >ettling  i   Settled  a;;  head?  ot"  Families  in  LandatT. 
Natlianiel  Hovev  Geor  re  Mineliam 

Elisha  Cleveland  Alpheus  Hill 

Josepii  Warner  Joseph  Cleveland 

James  Hovev  John  Phillips 

John  Bedel  David  Wcd'.vard 


yiinntes  of  Tritstees  of  Dartmouth   College. 
At  an  .\nnual   Meetin^^  of  the  Trustees  of  Dartmouth  College    he'd 
at  said  College  Aug.  25'-  1/74;  Present, 

The  Reverend     Eleazer  Wheelock  D.  D.  President. 
The  Honorable  George  JaftVey,  Esq. 
The  Honoiab'o  Peter  Gilman  Esq. 
The  Reverend     Benj'  Pomeroy  D.  D. 
The  Honorable  Toh.n  Phillip-  Esq. 

Bezaleel  Woodward  Esq' 
The  Reverend     Edeu  Burrougri-, 

John  Sherburne  Esq' 
Elislia  Paine  Esq' 
^o 
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Voted,  and  resolved.  To  present  a  petition  to  his  Excellency  John 
Wentvvorth  Esq'  Governor  ot"  this  Province  and  to  the  Honorable  his 
Majestys  Council  for  an  Incorporation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Landatf  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  be  directed  to  draw 
and  sign  the  same. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record. 

Attest 

Beza  Woodward,  Clerk. 


LEMPSTER. 


[This  town  was  granted  by  charter  January  5,  1767.  Settlements 
were  made  about  1770.  by  immigrants  from  Connecticut.     Ed.] 

Petition   of  Capt.  yoseph  Spencer  for   an   extension  oj'  the 

charter. 

Province  of       ]  To    his   Excellency   John  Wentworth  Esq. 
New  Hampshire  y      Captain     General.     Governour    oc    Com- 
mander in  Cliief  in  and  over  his  Zvlajestvs 
Prov.  ot"   New  Hampshire    aforesaid  and 
Vice  Admiral  oi  the  same,  In  Council. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Spencer  Esq'  in  behalf  of  the  Major 
part  of  the  Grantees  and  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Lemp- 
ster  in  the  said  province.  Humbly  shews. 

That  the  Charter  of  the  said  Township  of  Lempster  was 
granted  on  the  5"' •  January  1767  on  Certain  Terms  of  Culture 
&'-  Expressed  to  be  performed  within  ^  years  from  the  date  of 
tlie  Grant,  and  your  petitioner  begs  leave  to  represent.  That  as 
there  are  many  difficulties  which  unavoidably  attend  the  settle- 
ment of  a  new  plantation  Especially  one  that  is  at  a  remote 
distance  from  any  Inhabitants  manv  of  the  Petition  '  have  abun- 
dantly Experienced  the  discouragements  arising  therefrom, 
particularly  in  being  obliged  tj  cut  Roads  thro'  the  woods  to 
their  respective  Lots  at  their  ownExpence.  which  has  principally 
retarded  their  compliance  with  the  duties  of  the  Grant ;  it  has 
been  peculiarly  hard  upon  them  as  sundry  of  the  Original 
Grantees  have  not  to  this  day  contributed  in  the  least  degree  to- 
wards the  settlement  thereof,  whereby  those  \\\\o  have  used 
their  endeavours  tho'  not  to  full  effect  are  liable  to  share  the 
Fate  of  the  (totally)  delinquent,  notwithstanding  which  incon- 
veniences there  are  Eight  Families  actually  resident  on  the 
premises,  and  Eight  more  that  have  improv'd  so  as  to  able  to 
go  on  in  the  spring  besides  other  Improvements,  which  aifords 
a  fair  prospect   to   settle  the   same   without   delay,  but  as  the 
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Charter  is  so  near  expiring  Your  Pet'  are  thence  induced  to 
request  that  your  Excell''  &  honours  -will  be  pleased  to  lengthen 
out  the  said  Charter  tor  the  Term  of  Four  years.  In  which  time 
the  petitioners  hereby  promise  &  Engage  to  fulfill  the  Condi- 
tions i-equired  bv  their  said  Grant,  and  to  Exclude,  if  your 
Excell  ■  «.^  honours  think  proper  those  Grantees  who  have  been 
entirely  negligent  as  aforesaid,  whose  Names  are  as  follows, 
Viz'  Alexander  Steward,  Alex-  Steward  Jr.  Daniel  Gates  Na- 
than Gates.  Dudley  Woodbridge,  Oliver  Woodbridge,  John 
Steward  &  John  Steward  Jr  And  grant  them  to  such  of  his 
Majestvs  Subjects  as  are  willing  to  settle  their  respective  Rights 
or  shares  in  the  said  To\vnship  or  otherwise  as  to  yourExcell"^ 
and  honors  shall  seem  just  and  right. 

And  your  Petition   as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

Joseph  Spencer. 
Portsm"  2S'-  Decemb.  ij/i- 

Names  to  take  the  f'orteted  Rights  in  Lempster 
Bozenger  Salter                                      Richard  Sparrow 
John  Southmayd                                     James  Sparrow 
James  Dickison                                        Peter  Spencer 
Nathaniel  Sparrow 

r  ,.„,.,..  f  These  are  ri?ht. 

Leave  one  a  bianK  Exclusive  ot  aoovc  w,  Wextworth. 


LITCHFIELD. 


[This  town  was  early  granted  bv  Massachusetts  as  a  plantation  to 
William  Brenton,  and  for  a  long  period  called  Byenton's  Farm.  It  was 
afterward*  included  in  the  Old  I^unstable  Grant,  and  belonged  to  that 
town  until  1734,  when  it  was  set  otf  and  made  a  distinct  Township,  as 
appear:;  troni  the  following  Petition.  It  remained  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Massachusetts  until  1741,  when  the  establishment  of  the  line  be- 
tween that  Province  and  New  Hampshire  separated  it  from  that  Gov- 
ernnie.nt.  It  was  incorporated  under  the  administration  of  Gov.  Bcn- 
ning  Wentworth,  5  June,  1749.     John  F.\rmer.] 

Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Litchfield  for  a  toivnship. 
To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.  Captain  General, 
Governour  and"  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majes- 
tys  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England  and  To  the 
Honorable  his  Majestys  Council  for  said  Province. 
The  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Tract  of  Land  lying 
and  being  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  by  the  late  set- 
tlement of  the  Boundary  between  the   said   Province  and  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  by  his  Majesty  in  Council, 
Called   and  known   by  the  Name   of  Litchfield   most  hum.bly 
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